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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Observations  on  the  Acts  of  the  3rd  Session  of  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada, 
together  with  a  Memorandum  respecting  the  Marriage  Act. 

Further  Regulation  of  Militia. 

In  the  former  Militia  Act  it  was  understood  that  the  powers  of  the  Governor 
were  restricted  to  the  employment  of  the  Militia  by  land — but  it  being  obvious  that 
in  case  of  invasion  the  defence  of  the  Province  would  greatly  depend  on  the  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  Lakes  &  Rivers,  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  the  attention  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  this  important  object.  This  Bill  therefore  empowers  the 
Governor  to  employ  detachments  of  the  Militia  in  time  of  War  upon  the  Water, 
in  Vessels,  Boats,  or  Batteaux,  to  station  them  in  harbours  or  Creeks,  to  train  the 
men  to  the  use  of  Great  Guns,  &  to  form  one  or  more  Troops  of  Cavalry  when  oc¬ 
casion  may  require  it.  Provision  is  made  to  regulate  the  detachments  by  a  Roster 
to  be  first  formed  by  Ballot  &  a  period  of  6  months  is  assigned,  when  it  may  be 
required,  for  the  time  of  Service  on  a  detachment. 

Amendment  to  District  Assessment. 

In  the  former  Bill  persons  not  possessed  of  £50  were  excused  from  contribu¬ 
tion  &  the  highest  class  was  limited  to  £400 — from  experience  it  was  found  that 
by  these  means  the  most  numerous  class  of  settlers  was  exempted,  &  the  most 
opulent  did  not  pay  in  so  equitable  a  proportion. 
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By  the  present  Bill  the  scale  is  extended,  every  house  holder  is  to  contribute 
two  shillings  tho’  not  worth  £50  &  those  worth  upwards  of  £500  are  to  be  rated 
by  the  Judgment  of  the  Assessor  without  limitation  &  are  to  contribute  on  the 
general  Ratio  of  five  shillings  for  every  £100.  By  this  measure  it  is  presumed  the 
produce  of  the  assessment  will  be  doubled. 

Amendment  of  the  Road  Bill. 

Some  of  the  provisions  being  found  impracticable  in  present  condition  of  the 
Province  are  for  a  time  suspended. 

For  the  Regulation  of  Juries. 

Persons  liable  to  serve  to  be  returned  from  the  lists  of  the  Assessors.  Juries 
to  be  taken  according  to  the  Method  provided  by  Statute  in  England. 

To  License  Practitioners  in  the  Law. 

On  the  Establishment  of  the  Courts  an  Argument  was  drawn  from  the  want 
of  professional  men,  there  are  but  two  duly  qualified  in  the  Province,  the  Governor 
is  authorised  to  license  16. 

Trial  of  small  causes  in  each  District. 

To  obviate  the  Argument  against  the  delay  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  when 
Country  issues  are  to  be  tryed  once  a  year,  a  Court  is  established  in  each  District 
having  Cognizance  in  matters  of  Contract  only  above  40/-  &  not  exceeding  £15 
to  be  tried  by  Jury  to  be  assembled  at  the  time  of  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Accounting  for  Fines,  Forfeitures,  &ca. 

From  an  omission  in  the  Transcript  of  the  Instructions  the  latter  part  of  the 
Clause  directing  that  the  “application  of  all  Fines,  &c.,  should  be  accounted  for  to 
his  Majesty  thro’  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  as  his  Majesty  should  direct” 
was  left  out  in  the  Acts  passed  in  the  first  &  second  Sessions,  this  Act  therefore 
provides  for  the  omission. 

Horned  Cattle,  &c. 

A  Bill  of  local  Regulation. 

Superior  Court  of  Civil  &  Criminal  Jurisdiction. 

The  Introduction  of  this  Bill  as  it  expressly  abolished  the  late  Courts  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  gave  rise  to  a  formal  &  regular  opposition  in  the  Upper  House.  For 
some  time  before  the  Division  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  a  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  had  been  instituted  in  each  of  the  four  Districts  which  now  compose  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada;  w'hich  Courts  held  Cognizance  of  all  civil  Suits. 

It  was  with  difficulty  that  persons  could  be  obtained  to  accept  the  office  of 
Judge.  In  the  Eastern  District  the  Duty  was  discharged  by  Country  Gentlemen; 
in  the  Western,  as  characters  of  this  Description  were  not  to  be  obtained,  the 
appointment  was  offered  to  some  respectable  Merchants,  but  they  excused  them¬ 
selves  from  the  conscientious  Plea,  that  it  was  impossible  any  cause  could  come 
before  them  in  which  they  should  not  be  mediately  or  immediately  interested. 
In  the  Home  &  Midland  districts  recourse  was  had  from  necessity  among  others  to 
Gentlemen  concerned  in  Commerce  both  as  principals  &  agents  who  might  with 
greater  propriety  have  availed  themselves  of  a  similar  excuse,  but  in  a  still  more 
extensive  line,  not  being  actuated  by  the  like  scruples,  accepted  the  Office  &  till 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Legislature  decided  every  cause  without  even  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  a  Jury.  To  these  Gentlemen  the  Establishment  of  a  Superior  Court 
seemed  most  exceptionable  &  being  in  the  Legislative  Council,  was  by  them  strongly 
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opposed.  Every  Art  of  misrepresentation  was  industriously  exerted  to  render 
the  Bill  unpopular.  As  it  was  a  question  of  great  expectation  the  House  of  As¬ 
sembly  adjourned  in  order  to  attend  the  debate  which  took  place  on  the  first 
reading.  The  arguments  used  against  the  Bill  were  founded  on  general  Topics 
of  Inexpediency  in  the  present  Condition  of  the  Province,  while  the  population  was 
scattered  and  the  communications  uncertain.  The  Bill  was  supported  as  a  measure 
expected  by  the  public,  as  one  of  the  first  objects  of  every  Civil  Establishment,  &  as 
a  benefit  enjoyed  by  every  Colony  connected  with  the  British  Dominion. 

From  the  disposition  of  the  Members  it  had  been  surmised  that  the  Fate  of 
the  Bill  would  have  depended  on  the  casting  Vote  of  the  Chair,  however,  the 
Division  was  4  to  2. ‘but  the  Chief  satisfaction  arose  from  the  approbation  visibly 
shewn  by  the  Members  of  the  house  of  Assembly  upon  the  Answer  given  to  the 
objections  made,  which  rested  upon  most  gross  misrepresentation.  The  Bill 
remained  ten  days  under  discussion,  but  previously  to  the  third  reading  an  un¬ 
expected  attack  was  made  in  which  the  sufficiency  of  the  existing  Courts  was  as¬ 
serted,  &  the  proposed  Establishment  arraigned  in  very  unguarded  Terms.  This 
provoked  an  Enquiry  into  the  payment  of  the  Notes  issued  by  the  Merchants 
which  could  never  have  prevailed  so  universally  thro’  the  Settlement,  had  it  not 
received  the  sanction  of  what  was  deemed  to  be  authority.  Some  shameful  abuses 
were  pointed  out  by  which  the  people  have  been  hitherto  most  grievously  oppressed 
&  it  was  suggested  that  a  Court  composed  of  persons  regularly  bred  to  the  Pro¬ 
fession  of  the  Law  would  probably  differ  in  their  opinion  from  the  present  Exposi¬ 
tors  upon  the  time  &  place  of  payment  of  their  Notes  of  hand.  This  was  a  string 
of  sympathy  with  the  feelings  of  the  landed  interest.  The  Result  was  that  the 
Bill  passed  the  Legislative  Council — &  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  the  House 
of  Assembly  could  be  restrained  from  reading  the  Bill  a  first,  second,  &  third  time 
on  the  Day  they  received  it. — They  returned  it  however  on  the  second  day  with 
one  amendment  by  which  they  restored  to  the  Terms  the  Names  that  have  dis¬ 
tinguished  them  for  Centuries,  but  which  the  Opposers  of  the  Bill  in  their  zeal  for 
Innovation  had  been  suffered  to  alter. 

This  Bill  enables  the  Court  to  issue  Commissions  for  the  examination  of 
Witnesses  living  abroad,  as  also  to  take  the  depositions  of  aged  or  infirm  persons, 
or  of  Witnesses  going  to  leave  the  Country,  the  want  of  which  power  has  been 
justly  imputed  as  a  defect  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  in  England  &  can  there 
be  only  supplied  by  a  circuitous  progress  thro’  the  medium  of  another  Court. 

Duty  on  Stills. 

From  the  quantity  of  grain  produced  for  which  a  Market  could  not  be  readily 
found  the  Inhabitants  have  been  induced  in  many  parts  to  set  up  Stills,  &  as  the 
produce  of  the  Taxes  already  laid  is  not  sufficient  to  discharge  the  Salarys  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Two  Houses  &  the  contingent  Charges,  this  Bill  enacts  that  annual 
Licenses  shall  be  taken  out  by  all  persons  distilling  Spirituous  liquors  for  sale 
for  which  they  shall  pay  after  the  rate  of  fifteen  pence  for  every  Gallon  that  the 
Body  of  the  Still  is  capable  of  containing. 

Act  to  amend  the  Act  for  building  Gaols. 

To  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  District  to  build  a  second  Gaol 
and  Court  House. 

Act  for  licensing  public  houses. 

Many  inconveniencies  having  arisen  from  the  Number  of  Tippling  houses  & 
some  irregularities  being  practised  in  the  manner  of  licensing  them,  The  Justices 
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in  their  several  divisions  are  by  this  Bill  enabled  to  meet  once  a  year  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  granting  such  Licenses  as  they  may  think  proper. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — Enclosed  in  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  of  2nd  August,  1794- 


MEMORANDUM  RESPECTING  THE  MARRIAGE  ACT. 

It  has  already  been  suggested  in  the  observations  on  the  Marriage  Act  that 
it  was  suffered  to  pass  on  a  compromise  between  the  two  houses  upon  an  implied 
agreement  between  a  Majority  of  each  that  the  Power  of  legally  solemnizing 
Marriage  should  be  extended  to  the  spiritual  pastors  of  several  Sects  &  Denomina¬ 
tions  of  Religion.  The  Opinions  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  did  not  arrive 
here  until  after  the  Act  had  passed.  It  was  proposed  during  this  Session  to  have 
brought  forward  an  amended  Bill  comprising  the  provisions  suggested  to  them — 
but  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  houses  Petitions  from  Mennonists, 
Tunkers  &  others  were  brought  forward  praying  that  their  Ministers  might  be 
authorised  to  solemnize  Marriage  with  validity.  The  Petition  was  disregarded, 
but  it  was  found  that  had  the  question  been  stirred  in  any  respect  whatever  the 
various  pretensions  &  prejudices  of  the  different  Sectaries  would  have  produced 
great  animosity  and  confusion — it  was  therefore  thought  most  adviseable  to  sus¬ 
pend  all  proceedings  on  the  subject  till  it  should  be  known  whether  it  is  thought 
expedient  that  the  Powers  requested  should  be  extended  to  the  Ministers  of  any 
other  religious  description,  in  order  that  opinions  may  be  sounded  &  previous  mea¬ 
sures  be  taken  to  effectuate  if  possible,  what  may  be  thought  most  beneficial 
for  the  Province  in  that  behalf. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — Inclosed  in  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  letter  of  2nd  August,  1794. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 


No.  3. 

August  26th,  1794. 
Sir: 

As  it  is  possible  the  Felicity  may  not  have  sailed  as  I  had  given  orders  agreeably 
to  my  communication  to  you  bearing  date  4  o’clock  last  night,  I  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  answering  such  particulars  in  your  late  communications  as  may  require 
my  observations. 

In  respect  to  your  Letters  bearing  date  of  the  22nd  of  August,  I  can  only 
observe  my  presence  or  absence  in  such  a  critical  period  cannot  materially  affect 
the  public  interest,  or  add  to  that  authority,  Civil  or  Military,  which  is  necessary 
to  be  executed  in  this  juncture,  you  possessing  the  general  orders  under  which  I 
act,  “to  repel  force  by  force,”  and  being  with  Mr.  Baby  and  McKee  vested  with 
all  the  authority  of  the  Civil  power  over  the  Militia. 

I  cannot  divine  from  what  reason  you  could  possibly  be  disappointed  in  not 
seeing  me  on  the  22nd  of  August,  or  on  what  idea  you  suppose  a  single  vessel  could 
accomodate  me  and  such  Troops  as  I  should  bring,  it  certainly  in  my  station  not 
being  for  the  King’s  Interest  that  I  should  move  without  a  sufficient  Cause,  or 
relatively  without  a  proper  Force. 
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I  am  sorry  in  your  recent  letter  of  the  22nd  to  find  that  you  have  not  much 
reliance  on  the  Indians.  I  should  hope  that  when  the  first  impressions  shall  be 
worn  away  that  means  may  be  used  to  restore  them  to  their  wonted  resolution. 
It  is  on  this  belief  principally  that  I  think  it  expedient  to  proceed  in  person  to 
Detroit. 

In  your  letter  of  the  23rd  I  observe  that  you  intimate  Major  Campbell’s  letter 
to  Wayne  “might  have  been  fuller.”  Considering  the  whole  of  his  correspondence 
I  esteem  it  to  be  worthy  of  a  gallant  and  a  good  man,  of  a  sound  head  and  a  most 
excellent  heart. 

In  respect  to  your  instructions  and  orders  to  Mr.  Baby  and  respecting  the 
Militia,  they  seem  to  me  to  be  very  proper,  and  I  do  not  understand  that  my 
authority  is  necessary  to  make  it  legal,  as  I  consider  that  the  Act  has  an  express 
provision  for  calling  out  the  Militia  in  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  if  you  have  not  acted  in  the  letter  of  the  Law,  you  have  in  its  spirit, 
and  must  be  indemnified  in  case  of  necessity. 

I  did  not  understand  that  all  your  Five  Pounders  were  mounted.  I  believe 
that  I  have  formerly  explained  to  you  the  information  I  had  from  your  builder 
on  this  Subject.  The  proprietors  of  the  Detroit  sloop  demand  our  acknowledg¬ 
ments.  She  may  be  hired  of  course,  if  you  think  it  necessary. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Assistant  Builder  is  in  the  Miamis  Fort.  He  must  be 
gotten  out  if  possible.  The  delay  of  the  King’s  Vessels  would  be  highly  unseason¬ 
able.  The  numbers  in  the  Fort  must  be  more  than  necessary.  I  am  sorry  that 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Caldwell  was  in  the  action,  more  so  that  he  took  so  many 
men.  I  propose  drawing  some  Militia  from  hence  to  reinforce  his  party. 

I  regret  the  little  dependance  you  seem  to  intimate  can  be  placed  on  the  French 
Militia.  They  shall  do  their  duty.  Provisions  will  be  forwarded  so  fast  as  you 
shall  furnish  the  means  of  conveyance,  and  they  can  be  procured. 

I  regret  the  fever  having  proved  contagious,  and  make  no  doubt  but  you  have 
taken  care  to  prevent  its  infecting  Captain  Pratt’s  detachment.  The  Inhabitants 
and  Troops  in  this  District  are  very  sickly,  but  I  hope  the  late  rains  will  terminate 
the  disorder. 

I  am  particularly  anxious  that  as  Recruits  no  deserter  from  the  States  should 
be  hazarded  on  the  Miamis,  on  our  account  as  well  as  his  own.  He  may  return 
to  his  old  Service  at  an  unseasonable  period. 

Your  orders  to  Mr.  Montigni  seem  very  proper.  At  this  distance  you  may  use 
your  discretion,  but  certainly  it  would  not  be  impolitic  to  promise  ample  payment 
to  all  who  shall  have  their  barns  and  grain  burnt,  provided  they  persevere  in  their 
loyalty.  G.  Britain  must  pay  or  protect.  My  first  step,  agreeably  to  my  ideas, 
will  be  to  proclaim  Martial  Law  on  the  West  side  of  the  River. 

I  should  think  Wayne  will  have  little  difficulty  in  procuring  provisions  unless 
the  Indians  hang  on  his  communications. 

Upon  the  whole  I  think  you  had  better  send  Le  Dru  hither  than  keep  him  at 
Detroit,  or  pass  him  through  the  Country.  Can  you  not  send  him  in  a  Merchant’s 
vessel? 

I  must  again  repeat  that  I  am  in  hopes  Captain  Bunbury’s  detachment  has 
not  been  lessened.  It  is  obviously  necessary  that  he  should  command  a  force 
to  show  a  head  for  Indians  to  rally  to.  Not  a  man  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers  or  5th 
Regiment  were  intended  by  me  to  be  in  the  Fort  of  Miamis. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 


Colonel  England. 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  SMITH. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Aug.  26th,  1794. 


His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  has  ordered  Detachments  from  Forts  Chippewa 
and  Erie  to  the  Westward,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you — in  addition 
to  the  fifty  Rangers  ordered  from  the  Garrison  this  morning,  100  more  effective 
Rank  and  File  with  Officers  and  Sergeants  in  proportion,  to  march  to-morrow 
morning. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


Major  Smith,  Niagara. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JAS.  MATHEW  HAMILTON. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Aug.  27th,  1794. 


I  duly  received  your  letter  reporting  that  the  Detachment  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Pratt  had  sailed  from  Fort  Erie  on  the  25th  Inst.,  of  which  I  immediately 
acquainted  His  Excellency. 

I  am  &c. 


Captn.  Hamilton,1  Fort  Chippewa. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  SMITH. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Aug.  27th,  1794. 


It  is  His  Excellency  the  Lieut.  Governor’s  orders  that  two  hundred  and  ten 
stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements  are  to  be  issued  to  Major  Clinch2  for  the  use  of 
the  Militia  of  the  Home  District  of  this  Province,  now  embodied,  out  of  the  Garrison 
Store  of  Niagara,  with  1000  blank  cartridges,  one  batteau  with  oars,  and  about 
eighteen  camp  kettles  or  pots  from  the  Indian  store  for  which  Major  Clinch  is  to 
be  accountable. 


I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


Major  Smith,  Niagara. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 


1  James  Mathew  Hamilton,  bom  in  Ireland,  1768;  ensign,  5th  Regt.,  1786;  lieut.,  1794;  capt., 
1799;  the  first  postmaster  of  Penetanguishene,  1830.  Further  particulars  of  his  interesting 
career  may  be  found  in  A.  C.  Osborne’s  “Old  Penetanguishene;  Sketches  of  its  Pioneer,  Naval 
and  Military  Days,”  (Pioneer  Papers  of  the  Simcoe  County  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society),  pp. 
59-60,  96.  Also  in  the  Ontario  Historical  Society’s  “Papers and  Records,”  VI,  128,  and  in  pub¬ 
lication  No.  35  of  the  Niagara  Historical  Society. 

2Ralfe  Clench,  ensign,  8th  Regt.,  Lieut.  Butler’s  Rangers,  1777;  present  at  Sandusky,  (men- 
tionedin  despatches),  1782;  It.  col.,  2nd  West  Riding  of  Lincoln  Regt.  of  militia,  1803;  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  Colonel,  1st  Lincoln  Regt.,  1812;  Asst.  Quartermaster  General  of 
Militia,  1813;  prisoner  of  war,  27th  May,  1813;  member  of  the  Assembly,  1800-4;  1804-8;  1812-6; 
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ORDERS  BY  COLONEL  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 


Sir: 

On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  be  pleased  (as  the  wind  serves)  immediately 
to  embark  thirty  Rank  and  File  of  the  5th  Regiment  from  your  detachment,  and 
one  or  two  Sergeants,  and  that  of  Fort  Erie  on  board  the  Felicity  for  Turtle  Island 
or  Detroit.  At  the  same  time  you  will  send  two  3  pounders  and  two  Artillerymen 
with  them  with  their  ammunition. 

The  Non-commissioned  Officer  whom  you  shall  send  must  have  written 
orders  to  proceed  to  Turtle  Island,  and  in  that  case  to  put  himself  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Bunbury,  or  to  Detroit.  The  Captain  of  the  Vessel  must  have 
also  orders  to  the  same  effect,  and  to  make  with  all  expedition  to  whatever  place 
the  wind  shall  serve. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  the  Officer  commanding  at  Chippawa  and  Fort  Erie,  August,  1794. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

10  o’clock  P.M. 
August  27th,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  just  favored  with  your  letter  &c.,  by  the  Felicity. 

I  approve  highly  of  Major  Campbell’s  conduct.  I  hope  Captain  Bunbury 
has  not  sent  any  reinforcements  to  the  Post  as  I  dread  losing  in  the  detail,  nor  would 
I,  could  I  sail  at  once,  send  a  man  by  such  a  mode.  I  hope  Captain  Pratt  has 
arrived.  I  impatiently  wait  two  of  the  larger  transports.  In  the  meantime  the 
Felicity  sails  with  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Erie.  I  shall  not  embark  till  the  two  vessels 
arrive.  Colonel  McKee  ought  to  be  desired  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Indians 
to  detach  to  Wayne’s  Rear.  He  will  bring  up  Cannon  if  he  be  not  threatened. 

I  shall  hurry  Brant  and  proceed  in  vessels  as  soon  as  transports  arrive  from 
Turtle  Island,  or  if  the  wind  shall  fail  the  mouth  of  the  River.  The  Militia  are 
to  receive  Army  Pay;  the  Naval,  if  you  think  proper,  Seamen’s  wages,  and  addi¬ 
tional  Garrison  Artillery,  respectable  men,  Gunner’s  pay. 

In  haste  as  the  wind  serves, 
Your  faithful  servant, 
J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Lieut.  Colonel  England. 


FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Camp,  Near  Fort  Miamis  27th  Aug.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

It  was  not  possible  for  me  sooner  to  communicate  the  Events  which  have  lately 
happened  in  this  Country — General  Wayne  with  an  Army  of  Near  4000  men 
(according  to  the  report  of  deserters)  made  gradual  Approaches  towards  us  until 
his  arrival  at  Roche  de  Bout  on  the  17th  Inst. — where  he  fixed  his  head  Quarters, 
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on  the  18th — the  Spy  May  was  taken,  who  informed  the  Indians  it  was  intended 
to  attack  them  the  Next  day, — unless  the  General  should  determine  to  build  a 
Fort  in  which  Case  he  would  not  advance  until  the  day  following,  on  the  19th  the 
Indians  to  the  number  of  1300  marched  Early  to  the  most  advantageous  Ground, 
but  a  Strong  detachment  of  Cavalry  only  made  their  Appearance  and  retired  as 
Soon  as  the  Indians  shewed  themselves. 

On  the  20th  the  American  Army  advanced  and  were  first  attacked  by  the  left 
of  the  Center  of  the  Indian  line  which  extended  near  three  Quarters  of  a  mile 
Obliquely  upward, — the  Americans  Soon  gave  way  &  a  rapid  pursuit  took  place 
for  about  a  mile  where  the  Indians  discovered  the  whole  of  the  American  Army 
Posted  to  whom  they  gave  Battle  retiring  slowly  before  them,  during  this  period, 
the  Wyondots  and  Ottawas,  who  were  on  the  Right  were  Warmly  Engaged  by  the 
American  left  consisting  of  both  Cavalry  and  infantry  who  out  flanked  and  infiladed 
the  Indians  until  they  retreated— the  whole  line  of  the  Indians  then  retired  below 
the  Fort  imagining  their  loss  to  be  much  greater  than  it  since  appears  to  have  been 
having  Seen  Several  of  their  Principal  Chiefs  fall; — The  greatest  loss  they  have 
sustained  is  in  their  leaders  they  halted  that  night  at  Swan  Creek  about  six  miles 
below  and  were  not  pursued,  there  were  never  more  than  400  Indians  engaged  during 
the  whole  day  and  these  stood  the  Shock  of  a  great  part  of  their  Army  for  upwards 
of  two  hours  and  lost  in  the  whole  but  19  men  among  whom  are  to  be  much  lamented 
8  Principal  Chiefs  of  the  Wyondots  and  two  of  the  Ottawas,  besides  two  more 
wounded. — 

By  the  reports  of  Several  deserters  and  from  a  Survey  of  the  field  of  Action 
(for  they  did  not  Even  bury  but  few  of  their  dead)  it  appears  the  Americans  lost 
between  3  and  400  Killed  and  Wounded  and  a  great  many  horses. — The  opperations 
of  the  Garrison  I  must  leave  to  be  detailed  by  those  whose  duty  it  is,  but  I  must 
observe  to  you  that  all  the  store  houses,  my  own  House  with  many  things  that 
could  not  be  removed  were  burnt  by  a  Party  of  General  Wayne’s  Army  within 
Sight  of  the  Garrison — I  hope  Soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. — At  present 
I  am  waiting  until  the  Indians  whose  Cornfields  and  Villages  are  totally  destroyed 
Shall  determine  where  they  and  their  Families  will  sit  themselves  down  it  being  a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Interest  of  Great  Britain  to  prevent  if 
Possible  their  emigrating  to  the  Southern  and  western  parts  of  the  Continent, 
they  Seemingly  now  having  lost  all  hopes  of  the  Interference  of  Government. — 

Some  letters  passed  between  Major  Campbell  Commanding  Fort  Miamis 
&  General  Wayne  after  the  Action,  and  on  the  22nd  the  American  Army  quited 
the  position  they  had  taken  within  a  mile  of  the  Fort,  and  retreated  the  very  same 
way  they  came,  but  whether  on  account  of  the  want  of  Provisions,  or  of  an  order 
from  Philadelphia  cannot  be  Certainly  known. — The  American  Army  have  left 
Evident  marks  of  their  boasted  Humanity  behind  them,  besides  scalping  and  mutil¬ 
ating  the  Indians  who  were  killed  in  Action,  they  have  opened  the  Peaceful  Graves 
in  different  parts  of  the  Country,  Exposed  the  Bones  of  the  consumed  &  consuming 
Bodies,  and  horrid  to  relate  have  with  unparralelled  barbarity  driven  stakes 
through  them  and  left  them  objects  calling  for  more  than  human  Vengeance. 

I  am  with  great  Regard  &  Esteem,  Dear  Sir 

Yours  Very  Sincerely 

A.  McKee. 

Montreal  20th  Sept.  1794. 

A  True  Copy 

Joseph  Chew,  S.I.A. 
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FROM  TRAVELS  THROUGH  THE  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA  AND 

THE  PROVINCES  OF  UPPER  AND  LOWER  CANADA,  DURING 
THE  YEARS  1795,  1796,  AND  1797.  BY  ISAAC  WELD, 

JUN.  FOURTH  EDITION.  LONDON,  1807. 

A  great  many  young  Canadians,  and  in  particular  many  that  were  born  of 
Indian  women,  fought  on  the  side  of  the  Indians  in  this  action,  (St.  Clair’s  defeat), 
a  circumstance  which  confirmed  the  people  of  the  States  in  the  opinion  they  had 
previously  formed,  that  the  Indians  were  encouraged  and  abetted  in  their  attacks 
upon  them  by  the  British.  I  can  safely  affirm,  however,  from  having  conversed 
with  many  of  these  young  men  who  fought  against  St.  Clair,  that  it  was  with  the 
utmost  secrecy  they  left  their  homes  to  join  the  Indians,  fearful  lest  the  government 
should  censure  their  conduct;  and  that  in  espousing  the  quarrel  of  the  Indians, 
they  were  actuated  by  a  desire  to  assist  a  people  they  conceived  to  be  injured,  more 
than  by  an  unextinguished  spirit  of  resentment  against  men,  whom  they  had  for¬ 
merly  viewed  in  the  light  of  rebels. 

As  the  revenge  of  the  Indians  was  completly  glutted  by  this  victory  over  St. 
Clair,  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  if  pains  had  been  taken  to  negotiate  a  peace 
with  them,  it  might  have  been  obtained  on  easy  terms;  and  had  the  boundary  line 
then  determinately  agreed  upon  been  faithfully  observed  afterwards  by  the  people 
of  the  States,  there  is  great  reason  to  imagine  that  the  peace  would  have  been 
a  permanent  one.  As  this,  however,  was  a  questionable  measure,  and  the  general 
opinion  was,  that  a  peace  could  be  made  on  better  terms  if  preceded  by  a  victory 
on  the  part  of  the  States,  it  was  determined  to  raise  another  army.  Liberal  supplies 
for  that  purpose  were  granted  by  congress,  and  three  thousand  men  were  soon  col¬ 
lected  together. 

Great  pains  were  taken  to  enlist  for  this  new  army  men  from  Kentucky,  and 
other  parts  of  the  frontiers,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  the  Indian  mode  of  fighting; 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  rifle-men  from  the  frontier  were  collected  to  form  a 
very  large  regiment.  The  command  of  the  new  army  was  given  to  the  late  General 
Wayne.  Upon  being  appointed  to  it,  his  first  care  was  to  introduce  strict  discipline 
amongst  his  troops;  he  afterwards  kept  the  army  in  motion  on  the  frontier,  but  he 
did  not  attempt  to  penetrate  far  into  the  Indian  country,  nor  to  take  any  offensive 
measures  against  the  enemy  for  some  time.  This  delay  the  General  conceived 
would  be  attended  with  two  great  advantages;  first,  it  would  serve  to  banish  from 
the  minds  of  his  men  all  recollection  of  the  defeat  of  the  late  army,  and  secondly, 
it  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  training  perfectly  to  the  Indian  mode  of  fighting 
such  of  his  men  as  were  ignorant  of  it;  for  he  saw  no  hopes  of  success  but  in  fighting 
the  Indians  in  their  own  way. 

When  the  men  were  sufficiently  trained  he  advanced,  but  it  was  with  the 
utmost  caution.  He  seldom  proceeded  farther  than  twelve  miles  in  one  day; 
the  march  was  always  ended  by  noon,  and  the  afternoon  was  regularly  employed 
in  throwing  up  strong  intrenchments  round  the  camp,  in  order  to  secure  the  army 
from  any  sudden  attack;  and  the  spot  that  had  been  thus  fortified  on  one  day  was 
never  totally  abandoned  until  a  new  encampment  had  been  made  on  the  ensuing 
one.  Moreover,  strong  posts  were  established  at  the  distance  of  forty  miles,  or 
thereabouts,  from  each  other,  in  which  guards  were  left,  in  order  to  ensure  a  safe 
retreat  to  the  army  in  case  it  should  not  be  successful.  As  he  advanced,  General 
Wayne  sent  detachments  of  his  army  to  destroy  all  the  Indian  villages  that  were 
near  him,  and  on  these  occasions  the  deepest  stratagems  were  made  use  of.  In 
some  instances  his  men  threw  off  their  clothes,  and  by  painting  their  bodies,  dis- 
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guised  themselves  so  as  to  resemble  Indians  in  every  respect,  then  approaching  as 
friends,  they  committed  dreadful  havoc.  Skirmishes  also  frequently  took  place, 
on  the  march,  with  the  Indians  who  hovered  round  the  army.  These  terminated 
with  various  success,  but  mostly  in  favour  of  the  Americans;  as  in  their  conduct, 
the  knowledge  and  discipline  of  regular  troops  were  combined  with  all  the  cunning 
and  stratagem  of  their  antagonists. 

All  this  time  the  Indians  kept  retreating,  as  they  had  done  formerly  before 
St.  Clair;  and  without  being  able  to  bring  on  a  decisive  engagement,  General 
Wayne  proceeded  even  to  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,  so  called  in  contra-distinction 
to  another  River  Miami,  which  empties  itself  into  the  Ohio.  Here  it  was  that  that 
curious  correspondence  took  place,  the  substance  of  which  was  related  in  most  of 
the  English  and  American  prints,  and  by  which  General  Wayne  exposed  himself 
to  the  censure  of  many  of  his  countrymen,  and  General,  then  Colonel  Campbell, 
who  commanded  the  fort,  gained  the  public  thanks  of  the  traders  in  London. 

The  Miami  Fort,  situated  on  the  river  of  the  same  name,  was  built  by  the 
English  in  the  year  1793,  at  which  time  there  was  some  reason  to  imagine  that  the 
disputes  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  would  not  have 
been  quite  so  amicably  settled,  perhaps,  as  they  have  been;  at  least  that  doubtless 
must  have  been  the  opinion  of  government,  otherwise  they  would  not  have  given 
orders  for  the  construction  of  a  fort  within  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States, 
a  circumstance,  which  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  indignation  of  the  people  thereof. 
General  Wayne,  it  would  appear,  had  received  no  positive  orders  from  his  govern¬ 
ment  to  make  himself  master  of  it;  could  he  have  gained  possession  of  it,  however, 
by  a  coup-de-main,  without  incurring  any  loss,  he  thought  that  it  could  not  but 
have  been  deemed  an  acceptable  piece  of  service  by  the  public,  from  whom  he 
should  have  received  unbounded  applause.  Vanity  was  his  ruling  passion,  and 
actuated  by  it  on  this  occasion,  he  resolved  to  try  what  he  could  do  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  fort.  Colonel  Campbell,  however,  by  his  spirited  and  manly  answer 
to  the  summons  that  was  sent  him,  to  surrender  the  fort  on  account  of  its  being 
situated  within  the  boundary  line  of  the  States,  soon  convinced  the  American 
general,  that  he  was  not  to  be  shaken  by  his  remonstrances  or  intimidated  by  his 
menaces,  and  that  his  two  hundred  men,  who  composed  the  garrison,  had  sufficient 
resolution  to  resist  the  attacks  of  his  army  of  three  thousand,  whenever  he  thought 
proper  to  march  against  the  fort.  The  main  division  of  the  American  army,  at 
this  time,  lay  at  the  distance  of  about  four  miles  from  the  fort;  a  small  detachment 
from  it,  however,  was  concealed  in  the  woods  at  a  very  little  distance  from  the  fort 
to  be  ready  at  the  call  of  General  Wayne,  who,  strange  to  tell,  when  he  found  he 
was  not  likely  to  get  possession  of  it,  in  consequence  of  the  summons  he  sent,  was 
so  imprudent,  and  departed  so  much  from  the  dignity  of  the  general  and  the 
character  of  the  soldier,  as  to  ride  up  to  the  fort,  and  to  use  the  most  gross  and 
illiberal  language  to  the  British  soldiers  on  duty  in  it.  His  object  in  doing  so,  was, 
I  should  suppose,  to  provoke  the  garrison  to  fire  upon  him,  in  which  case  he  would 
have  had  a  pretext  for  storming  the  fort. 

Owing  to  the  great  prudence,  however,  of  Colonel  Campbell,  who  had  issued 
the  strictest  orders  to  his  men  and  officers  to  remain  silent,  notwithstanding  any 
insults  that  were  offered  to  them,  and  not  to  attempt  to  fire,  unless  indeed  an  actual 
attack  were  made  on  the  place,  Wayne’s  plan  was  frustrated,  much  bloodshed 
certainly  saved,  and  a  second  war  between  Great  Britain  amd  America  perhaps 
averted. 

General  Wayne  gained  no  great  personal  honour  by  his  conduct  on  this  oc¬ 
casion;  but  the  circumstance  of  his  having  appeared  before  the  British  fort  in  the 
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manner  he  did,  operated  strongly  in  his  favour  in  respect  to  his  proceedings  against 
the  Indians.  These  people  had  been  taught  to  believe  by  the  young  Canadians 
that  were  amongst  them,  that  if  any  part  of  the  American  army  appeared  before 
the  fort,  it  would  certainly  be  fired  upon;  for  they  had  no  idea  that  the  Americans 
would  have  come  in  sight  of  it  without  taking  offensive  measures,  in  which  case 
resistance  would  certainly  have  been  made.  When  therefore,  it  was  heard  that 
General  Wayne  had  not  been  fired  upon,  the  Indians  complained  grievously  of 
their  having  been  deceived,  and  were  greatly  disheartened  on  finding  that  they 
were  to  receive  no  assistance  from  the  British.  Their  native  courage,  however, 
did  not  altogether  forsake  them;  they  resolved  speedily  to  make  a  stand,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  having  chosen  their  ground,  awaited  the  arrival  of  General  Wayne, 
who  followed  them  closely. 

Preparatory  to  the  day  on  which  they  expected  a  general  engagement,  the 
Indians,  contrary  to  the  usages  of  most  nations,  observe  a  strict  fast;  nor  does  this 
abstinence  from  all  sorts  of  food  diminish  their  exertions  in  the  field,  as  from  their 
early  infancy  they  accustom  themselves  to  fasting  for  long  periods  together.  The 
day  before  General  Wayne  was  expected,  this  ceremony  was  strictly  attended  to, 
and  afterwards,  having  placed  themselves  in  ambush  in  the  woods,  they  waited 
for  his  arrival.  He  did  not,  however,  come  to  the  ground  on  the  day  that  they  had 
imagined,  from  the  reports  given  them  by  their  scouts  of  his  motions,  he  would  have 
done;  but  having  reason  to  think  he  would  come  on  a  subsequent  day,  they  did 
not  move  from  their  ambush.  The  second  day  passed  over  without  his  drawing 
nearer  to  them;  but  fully  persuaded  that  he  would  come  up  with  them  on  the  next, 
they  still  lay  concealed  in  the  same  place.  The  third  day  proved  to  be  extremely 
rainy  and  tempestuous;  and  the  scouts  having  brought  word,  that  from  the  move¬ 
ments  that  General  Wayne  had  made,  there  was  no  likelihood  of  his  marching 
towards  them  that  day,  the  Indians  now'  hungry  from  having  fasted  for  three 
entire  days,  determined  to  rise  from  their  ambush  in  order  to  take  some  refreshment. 
They  accordingly  did  so,  and  having  no  suspicion  of  an  attack,  began  to  eat  their 
food  in  security. 

Before  they  began  to  eat,  the  Indians  had  divided  themselves,  I  must  observe, 
into  three  divisions,  in  order  to  march  to  another  quarter,  where  they  hoped  to 
surprise  the  army  of  the  United  States.  In  this  situation,  however,  they  were 
themselves  surprised  by  General  Wayne.  He  had  received  intelligence  from  his 
scouts,  now  equally  cunning  with  those  of  the  Indians,  of  their  proceedings,  and 
having  made  some  motions  as  if  he  intended  to  move  to  another  part  of  the  country 
in  order  to  put  them  off  their  guard,  he  suddenly  turned,  and  sent  his  light  horse 
pouring  down  on  them  when  they  least  expected  it.  The  Indians  were  thrown  into 
confusion,  a  circumstance  which  with  them  never  fails  to  occasion  a  defeat;  they 
made  but  a  faint  resistance,  and  then  fled  with  precipitancy. 

On  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796,  I  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  General  Wayne,  and  I  had  then  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  plan  of  all 
his  Indian  campaigns.  A  most  pompous  account  was  given  of  this  victory,  and 
the  plan  of  it  excited,  as  it  well  might,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  all  the  old 
officers  who  saw  it.  The  Indians  were  represented  as  drawn  up  in  three  lines, 
one  behind  the  other,  and  after  receiving  with  firmness  the  charge  of  the  American 
army,  as  endeavouring  wdth  great  skill  and  adroitness  to  turn  its  flanks,  when,  by 
the  sudden  appearance  of  the  Kentucky  riflemen  and  the  light  cavalry  they  were 
put  to  flight.  From  the  regularity  with  which  the  Indians  fought  on  this  occasion, 
it  w’as  argued  that  they  must  doubtless  have  been  conducted  by  British  officers 
of  skill  and  experience.  How  absurd  this  whole  plan  was  however,  was  plainly 
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to  be  deduced  from  the  following  circumstance,  allowed  both  by  the  general  and 
his  aids  de  camp,  namely,  that  during  the  whole  action  the  American  army  did  not 
see  fifty  Indians;  and  indeed  every  person  who  has  read  an  account  of  the  Indians 
must  know  that  they  never  come  into  the  field  in  such  regular  array,  but  always 
fight  under  covert,  behind  trees  or  bushes,  in  the  most  irregular  manner.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  great  pains  that  were  taken  formerly,  both  by  the  French  and 
English,  they  never  could  be  brought  to  fight  in  any  other  manner.  It  was  in  this 
manner  and  no  other,  as  I  heard  from  several  men  who  were  in  the  action  with 
them,  that  they  fought  against  General  Wayne;  each  one,  as  soon  as  the  American 
troops  were  descried,  instantly  sheltered  himself,  and  in  retreating  they  still  kept 
under  covert.  It  was  by  fighting  them  also  in  their  own  way,  and  by  sending 
parties  of  his  light  troops  and  cavalry  to  rout  them  from  their  lurking  places, 
that  General  Wayne  defeated  them;  had  he  attempted  to  have  drawn  up  his  army 
in  the  regular  order  described  in  the  plan,  he  could  not  but  have  met  with  the  same 
fate  as  St.  Clair,  and  General  Braddock  did,  on  a  former  occasion. 

Between  thirty  and  forty  Indians,  who  had  been  shot  or  bayoneted  as  they 
attempted  to  run  from  one  tree  to  another,  were  found  dead  on  the  field  by  the 
American  army.  It  is  supposed  that  many  more  were  killed,  but  the  fact  of  the 
matter  could  never  be  ascertained  by  them;  a  profound  silence  was  observed  on 
the  subject  by  the  Indians,  so  that  I  never  could  learn  accurately  how  many  had 
fallen;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  engagement  soon  induced  the  Indians  to  sue  for 
a  peace.  Commissioners  were  deputed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  meet  their  chiefs;  the  preliminaries  were  soon  arranged,  and  a  treaty  was  con¬ 
cluded  by  which  the  Indians  relinquished  a  very  considerable  part  of  their  territory, 
bordering  upon  that  of  the  United  States.  Yol.  II,  pp.  205-15. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Augst  28th,  1794. 


I  beg  to  enclose  to  Your  Excellency  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Col.  McKee, 
relative  to  the  Post  at  the  Miamis  River.  This  extract  so  fully  elucidates  what 
Your  Excellency  may  wish  to  know  respecting  that  Post,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  add  further  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


To  G.  Hammond,  Esq. 


J.  G.  Simcoe. 


ABSTRACT  OF  PAY  LIST. 

Pay  List  of  a  Detachment  of  the  Southern  Battalion  of  the  Militia  of  the  County 
of  Essex  which  bona  fide  served  as  Volunteers  or  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
England  of  the  24th  Regt.  Commandant,  from  August  10th  to  August  24th,  1794. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Caldwell,  Captain  Daniel  McKillip,  one  sergeant 
major,  two  sergeants,  and  48  privates. 

Total  amount  of  pay,  £58.18  sterling. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  ANTOINE  LASELLE. 

Examination  of  Antoine  Lasell,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  a  volunteer  in  Captain 
Caldwell’s  Company  of  Refugees,  friends  and  allies  of  the  hostile  Indians,  captured 
in  the  action  of  the  20th  inst. 

Who  says  that  he  has  resided  for  22  years  in  Upper  Canada — 21  of  which  he 
passed  at  Detroit  and  on  this  river — and  that  he  constantly  traded  with  the  In¬ 
dians  all  that  time;  that  he  resided  at  the  Miami  villages  for  19  years  before  Har- 
mar’s  expedition,  when  he  kept  a  store  at  that  place,  and  used  to  supply  other  traders 
with  goods — that  he  has  lived  chiefly  at  Bean  Creek  or  little  Glaize — at  the  Little 
Turtle’s  town. 

That  having  lived  so  long  among  the  hostile  Indians  he  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  tribes  and  numbers. 

That  the  Delawares  have  about  300  men  including  those  who  live  on  both 
rivers,  the  White  River  and  Bean  Creek. — That  the  Miamis  are  about  200  warriors, 
part  of  them  live  on  the  St.  Joseph’s,  eight  leagues  from  this  place — that  the  men 
were  all  in  the  action,  but  that  the  women  are  yet  at  that  place  or  Picquet’s  village 
— that  the  road  from  this  place  leads  directly  to  it. — that  the  number  of  warriors 
belonging  to  that  place  when  all  together  amounts  to  about  40. 

That  the  Shawanese  have  about  300  warriors. 

That  the  Tawas  on  this  river  are  250. 

That  the  Wyandots  are  about  300. 

That  these  Indians  were  generally  in  the  action  of  the  20  inst.,  except  some 
hunting  parties. 

That  a  reinforcement  of  regular  troops  and  200  militia  arrived  at  Fort  Miamis 
a  few  days  before  the  army  appeared — that  the  regular  troops  in  the  Fort  amounted 
to  250,  exclusive  of  the  militia. 

That  about  70  of  the  militia,  including  Capt.  Caldwell’s  corps,  were  in  the 
action.  That  Colonel  McKee,  Captain  Elliot,  and  Simon  Girty  were  in  the  field, 
but  at  a  respectful  distance  near  the  river. 

That  Col.  McKee’s  existence  now  depends  upon  the  exertions  he  can  make  to 
retrieve  the  loss  and  disgrace  of  the  Indians — that  he  will  use  every  means  and 
influence  in  his  power  to  raise  the  distant  nations  to  come  forward  immediately 
and  assist  in  the  war. 

That  should  they  not  be  able  to  collect  in  force  sufficient  to  fight  this  army — 
their  intention  is  to  move  on  the  Spanish  side  of  the  Mississippi,  where  part  of  their 
nations  now  live — that  Blue  Jacket  told  him,  Lassell,  that  he  intended  to  move 
immediately  to  Chicago  on  the  Illinois. 

That  the  Indians  have  wished  for  peace  for  some  time,  but  that  Col.  McKee 
always  dissuaded  them  from  it,  and  stimulated  them  to  continue  the  war. 

Camp  Grand  Glaize. 

28th  August,  1794. 

(Printed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of  Philadelphia,  2d  October, 
1794.) 

EXAMINATION  OF  JOHN  BEVAN,  A  DRUMMER  IN  THE  24TH  BRITISH 
REGIMENT,  COMMANDED  BY  COL.  ENGLAND, 

Who  says  that  there  are  now  four  companies  of  the  24th  at  Fort  Miamis,  averag¬ 
ing  about  50  men,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  included,  that  there 
were  part  of  Governor  Simcoe’s  corps  in  the  garrison  together  with  about  sixty 
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Canadians;  that  the  whole  number  of  men  actually  in  the  garrison,  including 
officers,  &c.,  exceeded  400 — That  the  number  of  Indians,  Canadians,  &c.,  in  the 
action  were  at  least  2000,  according  to  the  report  made  by  Col.  McKee  and  Captain 
Elliot  to  Major  Campbell  after  the  action,  who  declared  in  his  presence  that  there 
were  actually  that  number  engaged.  That  there  were  four  nine  pounders,  two 
large  howitzers,  and  six  six  pounders  mounted  on  the  fort  and  two  swivels,  and 
well  supplied  with  ammunition.  That  the  Indians  were  regularly  supplied  with 
provision  drawn  from  the  British  magazine  in  the  garrison  by  Col.  McKee.  That  a 
deserter  from  the  American  army  arrived  at  the  fort  about  eight  days  before  the 
army  made  its  appearance,  who  gave  information  to  Major  Campbell  that  the 
object  of  the  American  war  was  to  take  that  post  and  garrison;  that  Gen.  Wayne 
told  the  troops  not  to  be  uneasy  about  provisions,  that  there  were  plenty  in  the 
British  garrison. 

That  Governor  Simcoe  was  expected  at  that  place  every  hour,  in  consequence 
of  an  express  sent  to  Niagara  after  the  arrival  of  the  deserter,  but  had  not  arrived 
when  he  came  away;  that  the  distance  from  Fort  Miamis  to  Detroit  is  sixty  miles, 
which  is  generally  performed  in  two  days. 

That  the  militia  of  Detroit  and  its  vicinity  amounts  to  near  two  thousand; 
that  a  Col.  Baubee  (Baby)  commands,  that  McKee  is  also  a  colonel  of  militia; 
that  a  Lieut.  Silve  (Selby)  of  the  British  regiment  is  in  the  Indian  department  and 
acts  as  Secretary  to  Col.  McKee,  That  a  Capt.  Bumbary  (Bunbury)  is  also  in  the 
Indian  department. 

That  he  saw  a  great  number  of  wounded  Indians  pass  the  fort,  but  did  not 
learn  what  number  was  killed;  that  the  retiring  Indians  appeared  much  dejected 
and  much  altered  to  what  they  were  in  the  morning  before  the  action;  that  he  knew 
of  one  company  of  volunteers,  commanded  by  a  Capt.  Caldwell,  all  white  men 
and  armed  with  British  muskets  and  bayonets,  who  were  in  the  action. 

(Printed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of  Philadelphia,  2d  October, 
1794.) 


REPONSE  DU  LORD  DORCHESTER  AUX  SAUVAGES  DES  SEPT  VIL¬ 
LAGES  DU  BAS  CANADA  DANS  UN  CONSEIL  TENU  A  MONTREAL 
LES  28e.  ET  29e.  D’AOUST  1794,  AU  SUJET  DES  DROITS  PAR  EUX 
PRETENDUS  SUR  LES  TERRES  ETABLIES  PAR  LES  LOYAL- 
ISTES  SUR  LE  FLEUVE  ST.  LAURENT,  COMMUNICANT 
A  L’OUEST  DU  BOUT  DE  LA  SEIGNEURIE  DE 
MONSR.  DE  LONGUEUIL  ET  ALLANT  PAR 
EN  HAUT. 

Mes  Enfants: 

C’est  avec  bien  du  plaisir  que  je  vous  ai  entendu  hier  declarer  votre  fid61ite 
et  attachment  envers  le  Roi  votre  Pere,  et  que  vous  etes  prets  4  combattre  pour 
lui  lorsqu’il  seroit  attaqu6,  et  en  consequence  je  m’y  fierai. 

w- 

1  '  Mes  Enfants: — Le  Roi  votre  Pere  rend  Justice  it  tous  ses  Enfants  et  ne  leur 
prend  jamais  rien  sans  leurs  en  payer  le  prix,  si  le  General  Haldimand  a  pris  vos 
terres  sans  vous  les  payer  cela  ii,  6t6  par  erreur.  Au  lieu  d’ote  &  ses  enfants  sauvages 
pour  donner  aux  blancs,  le  Roi  votre  Pere,  a  non  seulement  achete  des  terres  pour 
donner  k  quelques  uns  de  votre  Nation  qui  sont  souffert  dans  la  derni&re  guerre, 
et  a  en  ofttre  bati  desmaisons  et  autres  commodites  sur  les  terres  comme  on  peut 
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voir  sur  la  Bai  de  Quinte  et  la  Grande  Rivieire,  quelques  uns  de  vous  y  ont  ete 
et  les  ont  vu.  Demandes  aux  Mississagues  s’il  n’ont  pas  ete  payes  pour  toutes 
les  terres  qu’ils  ont  abandonn4s  et  s’ils  ne  sont  pas  contents. 

Tout  ce  qui  appartenoit  au  Roi  de  France  appartient  au  Roi  votre  Pere  actuel, 
mais  personne  ne  peut  donner  a  un  autre  ce  qui  ne  lui  appartient  pas  justement. 
c’est  pourquoi  si  vous  avies  anciennement  droit  a  ces  terres  et  si  vous  n’en  avez 
pas  6te  paye,  le  droit  vous  appartient  encore. 

Mes  Enfants: — Aussitot  que  le  Chevalier  John  Johnson  sera  de  retour  je  le 
requererai  de  faire  une  enquete  concernant  le  droit  de  ces  terres,  s’il  en  revient 
point,  je  prendrai  d’autres  mesures  pour  obtenir  l’information  necessaire. 

Mes  Enfants: — Je  suis  charm6  d’entendre  que  vous  n’etes  pas  dans  l’impatience 
d’une  reponse,  parce  qu’il  affoiblit  le  raport  que  vous  eti£s  presse  de  faire  la  pre¬ 
sente  demande  par  des  personnes  qui  portent  envie  au  bonheur  et  a  la  prosperity 
de  ce  pays  et  desirent  d’en  troubler  la  Paix. 

Sur  le  principe  que  le  Roi  ne  prend  pas  les  terres  d’une  partie  de  ses  Enfants, 
pour  les  donner  a  une  autre,  je  ne  puis  maintenant  donner  une  reponse  k  votre 
demande  touchant  les  terres  des  Jesuites,  je  dois  premierement  m’informer  a  qui  le 
droit  appartient. 

Vous  demandes  paroles  que  ces  choses  ne  soient  pas  oubliees.  Je  donnerai 
cette  parole  par  ecrit,  et  vous  pouvez  etre  assures  que  le  Roi  votre  P£re  a  plus  de 
plaisir  a  rendre  Justice  h  ses  Enfants,  qu’ils  peuvent  en  resentir  par  le  payement 
de  leurs  terres,  vous  pouvez  en  juger  par  sa  conduite  envers  les  Mississagues. 

Mes  Enfants: — Je  ne  puis  vous  renvoyer  sans  vous  remercier  de  nouveau  de 
la  declaration  que  vous  avez  fait  de  votre  fidelite  et  attachement  envers  le  Roi 
votre  Pere,  et  de  ce  que  vous  etes  a  combattre  pour  lui  comme  vous  avez  fait  la 
derniehe  guerre,  et  je  me  fie  que  vous  ne  l’oublierai  pas,  et  je  dois  plus  particuli- 
£rement  remercier  ceux  qui  n’ont  pas  manque  a  la  parole  d’attachement  envers 
le  Roi  leur  Pere  qu’ils  ont  donn£  l’annee  derniere,  et  j’espere  que  le  reste  suivra 
un  aussi  bon  exemple. 

Dorchester, 

Par  Ordre  de  la  Seigneurie, 

Thos.  A.  Coffin. 

Montreal  3rd  April,  1796.  A  true  copy, 

Joseph  Chew,  S.I.A. 

Endossement: — Reponse  de  Lord  Dorchester  aux  indiens  du  Bas  Canada,  28 e. 
et  29e.  AoUtt,  179 4. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Navy  Hall,  August  30th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  think  it  proper  to  give  you  as  speedy  information  as  possible  of  the  aggression 
of  Major  Genl.  Wayne  in  summoning  the  British  Post  of  the  Miamis  to  surrender. 

I  transmit  to  you  my  despatch  to  Mr.  Dundas  on  that  subject  under  a  flying 
seal,  as  this  despatch  contains  the  letters  that  passed  between  Major  Campbell 
and  Genl.  Wayne  with  Genl.  Wayne’s  summons  which  is  the  original,  and  after- 
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wards  request  you  to  forward  them  in  my  letter,  which  is  the  best  summary  of 
events  in  the  Western  Country  that  I  can  collect. 

I  send  you  a  protest  of  Lord  Dorchester’s,  which  under  his  general  directions 
I  lately  sent  an  Officer  to  the  Sodus  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Williamson  on  his  not  quitting 
the  ground  which  he  was  required  to  do. — Had  I  arrived  at  the  Miamis  previous 
to  Mr.  Wayne’s  departure,  I  should  have  sent  it  to  him,  accompanied  with  the 
demand,  Whether  in  his  Speech  No.  1,  when  he  talks  of  poison  being  given  to 
the  Indians,  he  alluded  or  meant  to  insinuate  that  it  was  from  the  Provisions  they 
had  received  under  my  Authority,  and  whether  he  acknowledged  or  denied  the 
Message  No.  2,  to  which  the  Bearer  of  his  Flag,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  Indian 
Chiefs,  solemnly  made  oath. 

I  refer  you  to  the  Bearer  of  this  Letter,  Mr.  McDonnell,1  Sheriff  of  this  District, 
a  gentleman  much  in  my  confidence,  for  further  particulars  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Excellency  G.  Hammond,  Esqr. 


FROM  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Philadelphia,  30  August,  1794. 

My  dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  23rd  of  June  from  London,  and  the  duplicate  have  both 
been  received;  and  your  safe  arrival  after  so  short  a  passage  gave  sincere  pleasure, 
as  well  on  private  as  on  public  account,  to  all  your  friends  in  this  country;  and  to 
none  in  a  greater  degree,  I  can  venture  to  assure  you,  than  it  did  to  myself. 

As  you  will  receive  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  giving  an  official 
account  of  the  public  occurrences  as  they  have  arisen  and  progressed,  it  is  unneces¬ 
sary  for  me  to  retouch  any  of  them;  and  yet  I  cannot  restrain  myself  from  making 
some  observations  on  the  most  recent  of  them,  the  communication  of  which  was 
received  this  morning  only.  I  mean  the  protest  of  the  governor  of  Upper  Canada, 
delivered  by  Lieutenant  Sheaffe,  against  our  occupying  lands  far  from  any  of  the 
posts,  which  long  ago  they  ought  to  have  surrendered,  and  far  wuthin  the  known 
and  until  now  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  States. 

On  this  irregular  and  high-handed  proceeding  of  Mr.  Simcoe,  which  is  no  longer 
masked,  I  would  rather  hear  what  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  will  say,  than  pro¬ 
nounce  my  own  sentiments  thereon.  But  can  that  government  or  will  it  attempt, 
after  this  official  act  of  one  of  their  governors,  to  hold  out  ideas  of  friendly  intentions 
towards  the  United  States,  and  suffer  such  conduct  to  pass  with  impunity? 

This  may  be  considered  as  the  most  open  and  daring  act  of  the  British  agents 
in  America,  though  it  is  not  the  most  hostile  or  cruel;  for  there  does  not  remain  a 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  well  informed  person  in  this  country,  not  shut  against 
conviction  that  all  the  difficulties  we  encounter  with  the  Indians,  their  hostilities, 
the  murders  of  helpless  women  and  innocent  children  along  our  frontiers,  result 
from  the  conduct  of  the  agents  of  Great  Britain  in  this  country.  In  vain  is  it  then 
for  its  administration  in  Britain  to  disavow  having  given  orders,  which  will  warrant 
such  conduct,  whilst  their  agents  go  unpunished;  whilst  we  have  a  thousand  cor¬ 
roborating  circumstances,  and  indeed  almost  as  many  evidences,  some  of  which 
cannot  be  brought  forward,  to  prove,  that  they  are  seducing  from  our  alliance, 
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and  endeavouring  to  remove  over  the  line,  tribes  that  have  hitherto  been  kept  in 
peace  and  friendship  with  us  at  a  heavy  expense,  and  who  have  no  causes  of  com¬ 
plaint,  except  pretended  ones  of  their  creating;  whilst  they  keep  in  a  state  of  irrita¬ 
tion  the  tribes  who  are  hostile  to  us,  and  are  instigating  those  who  know  little  of 
us  or  we  of  them,  to  unite  in  the  war  against  us;  and  whilst  it  is  an  undeniable  fact, 
that  they  are  furnishing  the  whole  with  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  even 
provisions,  to  carry  on  the  war;  I  might  go  further,  and,  if  they  are  not  much  belied, 
add  men  in  disguise  also. 

Can  it  be  expected,  I  ask,  so  long  as  these  things  are  known  in  the  United 
States,  or  at  least  firmly  believed,  and  suffered  with  impunity  by  Great  Britain, 
that  there  ever  will  or  can  be  any  cordiality  between  the  two  countries?  I  answer, 
No.  And  I  will  undertake,  without  the  gift  of  prophecy,  to  predict,  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  keep  this  country  in  a  state  of  amity  writh  Great  Britain  long, 
if  the  posts  are  not  surrendered.  A  knowledge  of  these  being  my  sentiments  would 
have  little  weight,  I  am  persuaded,  with  the  British  administration,  nor  perhaps 
with  the  nation,  in  effecting  the  measure;  but  both  may  rest  satisfied,  that,  if 
they  want  to  be  at  peace  with  this  country,  and  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  its  trade, 
to  give  up  the  posts  is  the  only  road  to  it.  Withholding  them,  and  the  consequences 
we  feel  at  present  continuing,  war  is  inevitable. 

This  letter  is  written  to  you  in  extreme  haste,  whilst  the  papers  respecting 
the  subject  I  am  writing  on  are  copying  at  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office,  to  go  by 
express  to  New  York,  for  a  vessel  which  we  have  just  heard  sails  to-morrow.  You 
will  readily  perceive,  therefore,  I  had  no  time  for  digesting,  and  as  little  for  cor¬ 
recting  it. 

(Ford,  12,  pp.  459-62. 

See  also,  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations,  I.,  461.) 


ENCLOSURE  I.  FROM  MR.  SECRETARY  RANDOLPH  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

August  30,  1794. 

Last  night  we  received  from  Captain  Williamson,  living  at  Sodus  in  Ontario 
county  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  enclosed  letter  containing  the  most  unwar¬ 
rantable  demand  from  Governor  Simcoe,  through  Lieutenant  Sheaffe,  that  he  should 
desist  from  the  prosecution  of  his  settlement  there. 

Sodus  is  probably  well  known  to  you;  if  it  be  not,  I  add  the  only  information 
which  I  can  obtain  of  its  position;  that  it  lies  between  Oswego  on  lake  Ontario, 
and  Niagara;  about  twenty-five  miles  from  the  former,  and  nearly  three  times 
that  distance  from  the  latter. 

What  might  we  not  be  justified  in  saying  or  doing  on  this  new  aggression? 
Mr.  Hammond  has  promised  to  procure  the  truth  of  the  report  as  to  Governor 
Simcoe’s  seizure  of  the  rapids  of  Miami,  but,  with  a  full  scope  of  time,  he  remains 
silent;  while  it  is  firmly  believed,  that  British  troops  were  associated  with  the  Indians 
in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Recovery;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  Governor  of  Upper 
Canada  threatens  us  if  we  clear  our  own  lands,  and  build  houses  to  shelter  our 
labourers. 

The  admonition  which  your  letter  of  June  23rd  gives  to  prevent  the  arrival 
of  any  irritating  intelligence  in  London,  is  but  a  comment  on  the  unvaried  policy 
of  the  President,  and  of  every  member  of  the  administration.  This  is  evidenced 
by  the  step  on  which  the  President  has  now  resolved ;  wdiich  is,  to  transmit  copies 
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of  the  papers  to  Mr.  Hammond,  now  at  New  York  (where  he  has  been  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time,  and  whither  he  went,  after  an  intermission  of  visits  to  the  President  for 
more  than  two  months)  to  afford  him  an  occasion  to  explain  this  procedure  away; 
or,  if  he  perchance  have  power,  to  check  it;  to  inform  Captain  Williamson  that  he 
is  right  in  his  determination  to  push  on  his  settlement,  and  that  the  owner  of  the 
lands  may  repel  force  brought  by  an  invader;  and  to  offer  to  the  Governor  of  New 
York,  on  loan,  arms  for  the  purpose  of  defence. 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  cannot  be  prepared  early  enough  for  the  express, 
but  it  will  not  be  requisite  or  immediately  useful  to  you;  since  the  outrage  of  the 
principle  asserted  in  Governor  Simcoe’s  challenge  will  instantaneously  occur  to 
you;  and,  compared  with  similar  acts  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  will 
establish  our  love  of  peace,  in  triumph  over  the  calumnies  which  British  agents, 
indisposed  to  us  from  interest  or  other  motives,  may  propagate  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic. 

Extract. — (Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  529.) 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  August  30th,  1794. 
Sir: 

My  dispatch  of  this  date  to  your  Excellency  was  just  closed  when  the  Nanqj 
arrived  with  Captain  Pratt  and  a  detachment  of  the  5th  Regiment. 

I  have  received  from  Captain  Pratt  your  Excellency’s  dispatches  of  the  22nd 
and  23rd  Inst.  Time  will  not  allow  me  to  enter  into  the  particulars  mentioned  in 
them  as  I  conceive  it  of  consequence  to  dispatch  the  Ottawa  immediately  to  you, 
though  I  trust  and  hope  the  Gun  Boat  with  Major  Campbell’s  letter  has  long  ere 
this  reached  you,  and  wish  the  Commodore  had  either  despatched  the  Chippawa 
or  Saguina  with  so  very  important  intelligence  to  your  Excellency,  both  of  them 
lying  at  the  moment  within  his  reach. 

The  detachment  of  the  5th  Regiment  is  directed  to  land  here  immediately, 
and  all  movements  are  suspended  till  I  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you  or  again  hearing 
from  you,  or  till  circumstances  may  require  a  change  in  our  situation. 

I  enclose  you  a  state  of  the  24th  Regiment  as  it  stands  this  day,  by  which  you 
will  see  that  it  is  considerably  reduced  by  sickness  chiefly  acquired  at  the  Miamis 
Fort.  I  have  embarked  and  dispersed  among  the  Armed  Vessels  thirty  Canadians, 
to  act  as  Marines,  where  I  propose,  if  it  meets  your  approbation,  that  they  shall 
remain  till  the  navigation  closes. 

I  am  confident  on  inquiry  that  you  will  be  well  pleased  with  Fort  Miamis  being 
reinforced  in  the  manner  I  did.  I  have  hourly  reasons  to  suppose  that  its  very 
respectable  appearance  wTas  its  greatest  security.  Captain  Bunbury  is  now  there 
with  part  of  his  detachment  at  the  request  of  Major  Campbell,  before  I  could  have 
any  communication  with  him. 

I  send  by  the  Ottawa  three  Americans  who  were  taken  before  the  action  by  the 
Indians.  Major  Campbell  has,  I  am  informed,  twenty  of  them  at  the  Fort,  and 
I  have  sent  the  Dunmore  for  them,  for  the  Recruits  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  and 
for  all  our  sick.  I  have  had  within  these  three  minutes  an  Express  from  him. 

The  last  deserter  says  that  the  Militia  are  dispatched  for  provisions  and  heavy 
guns,  but  you  know  how  little  credit  is  in  general  to  be  placed  on  the  information 
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of  Deserters,  and  this  report  may  be  industriously  propagated  in  the  Army  to 
support  their  spirits  and  prevent  their  deserting. 

I  have  not  had  a  letter  from  Colonel  McKee  since  Wayne  retreated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

No.  34.  Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  August  30th,  1794. 

Sir: 

I  take  an  opportunity  of  sending  this  dispatch  by  means  of  Mr.  Hammond  to 
whom  I  lose  no  time  in  giving  information  of  the  important  event  that  Mr.  Wayne 
with  the  Army  of  the  United  States  penetrated  to  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis,  which 
he  summoned  to  surrender,  and  upon  Major  Campbells  refusal,  at  present,  appears 
to  have  retreated,  and  probably,  to  have  laid  aside  untill  a  future  period  the  design 
with  which  He  evidently  advanced,  that  of  possessing  Himself  of  it  or  dismantling 
the  Station. 

It  appears  that  soon  after  the  loss  of  the  Indians  at  the  attack  on  Fort  Re¬ 
covery,  and  their  dispersion,  which,  Sir,  I  have  formerly  related  to  you,  General 
Wayne  being  reinforced  by  1500  Militia  from  Kentucky,  rapidly  advanced,  estab¬ 
lishing  at  the  Glaize,  a  Post,  fortified  with  four  Block  houses.  On  the  20th  August 
He  approached  within  two  miles  of  the  King’s  Post  at  the  Miamis,  the  advanced 
Guard,  at  Roche  de  Bout  being  previously  withdrawn.  There,  at  the  place  marked 
in  the  Plan  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting,  McCormac’s  Plantation, 
The  Indian  Nations  met  him,  and  by  the  accounts  which  I  collect,  attacked  in  the 
open  field  his  left  Column,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  they  several  times  drove 
back  different  bodies  of  troops  as  they  were  successively  advanced  against  them, 
but  having  exhausted  all  their  reserves  the  Indians  were  ultimately  outflanked 
and  obliged  to  give  way,  their  numbers  being  at  the  utmost  nine  hundred,  and 
those  of  their  opponents  between  three  and  four  thousand.  They  lost  several  of 
the  principal  Chiefs  of  their  different  nations,  and  I  understand  that  Great  Chief 
and  firm  Friend  of  the  British  Nation  Egushwa  has  been  dangerously  wounded. 
An  American  Deserter  says  that  Wayne  lost  one  hundred  and  fourteen  killed,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  wounded. 

Major  Campbell’s  letters  and  those  of  Mr.  Wayne  will  fully  explain  to  you,  Sir, 
the  Events  which  followed,  untill  Wayne  retreated,  and  was  immediately  pursued 
by  the  Indians,  who  had  retired  to  Point  au  Chene,  on  horseback,  their  Knowledge 
of  the  Country  will  probably  enable  them  to  avoid  such  Ambuscades  as  Wayne 
will  undoubtedly  lay  for  them,  and  if  as  it  is  generally  asserted  by  fifteen  deserters 
from  his  Army,  that  he  is  in  great  want  of  Provisions,  he  may  suffer  considerably 
in  his  Retreat. 

It  is  with  singular  satisfaction  that  I  enclose  to  you,  Sir,  the  correspondence 
of  Major  Campbell  with  Mr.  Wayne,  It  is  impossible  to  express  the  sense  I  enter¬ 
tain  of  that  officer’s  most  wise  firm  and  temperate  conduct  in  his  very  peculiar  and 
difficult  situation.  Such  notice  as  the  Military  part  of  it  highly  deserves  I  presume 
will  be  offered  to  you  by  Lord  Dorchester,  who  must  be  fully  competent  to  judge 
of  its  merit:  but  I  should  do  injustice  to  myself  did  I  not  state  to  you,  Sir,  my 
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humble  and  earnest  hope  that  the  Conduct  of  this  Gentleman  which  in  substance 
may  have  prevented  the  greatest  miseries  to  the  Province  under  my  Government 
and  who  in  his  manner  and  language  has  in  a  very  trying  situation  most  nobly 
supported  the  National  Character,  will  recommend  him  to  your  attention  and  be 
found  worthy  of  his  Majesty’s  approbation. 

The  sickness  of  the  Garrison  had  been  universal  so  that  it  was  by  great  exertions 
and  unremitting  attention  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  England,  in  a  manner,  dis¬ 
mantling  Detroit  could  place  the  Miamis  in  a  state  of  defence.  The  Canadian 
Militia  for  the  greater  part  have  shewm  themselves  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

I  reinforced  Turtle  Island  from  hence,  and  was  preparing  all  the  little  force 
I  could  muster  to  proceed  to  the  Miamis.  I  have  thought  it  prudent  not  to  dis¬ 
continue  these  preparations  and  shall  immediately  embody  two  hundred  Militia 
of  this  District. 

It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance,  that  upon  the  receipt  of  Lord  Dorchesters 
orders  to  establish  a  Post  on  the  Miamis,  I  proceeded  over  land,  selected  the  spot 
and  formed  the  plan  for  fortifying  it,  as  had  I  waited  the  usual  course  of  Transport, 
the  consequent  delay  of  six  weeks  at  least,  would  probably  have  prevented  the 
Fort  from  being  in  any  state  of  resistance  on  the  approach  of  Mr.  Wayne.  From 
concurrent  circumstances  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  he  was  by  no  means  in¬ 
formed  of  the  Strength  of  the  Fort — Mr.  Williamson  of  the  Genesees  nearly  on  the 
day  that  Wayne  retreated  assured  Lieutenant  Sheaffe  (who  was  sent  to  deliver 
Lord  Dorchester’s  Protest  against  his  making  an  establishment  at  the  Sodus)  that 
General  Scott  at  the  head  of  the  Kentucky  Rifle  Men  had  summoned  the  Miamis 
fort  to  surrender  which  it  had  done,  The  troops  laying  down  their  arms,  and 
marching  out  with  one  days  provisions. 

I  beg  to  offer  my  congratulations  on  Lord  Howe’s  Signal  Victory.  I  should 
hope  that  a  competent  Body  of  seamen  may  now  be  allowed  for  these  Lakes.  The 
men  and  equipment  of  a  single  seventy  four  Gun  ship  would  probably  preserve 
to  his  Majesty  this  encreasing  Empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  obliged  servant, 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble.  Henry  Dundas  &c.  &c. 

I  beg  to  enclose  the  extract  from  a  New  York  paper  which  elucidates  a  subject 
I  have  formerly  offered  to  your  consideration. 

Endorsed:— Upper  Canada  30th  August,  1794  Lieut-Govr.  Simcoe.  No.  34 
R.  9th  Novr.  seven  enclosures. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit  August  30th  1794. 
Sir: 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  24th  Instant  by  the  Felicity,  when  I 
transmitted  to  your  Excellency  several  Letters  that  passed  between  Major  Camp¬ 
bell  and  General  Wayne;  and  also  a  Detail  of  every  circumstance,  that  took  place 
in  the  Vicinity  of  Fort  Miamis  as  reported  to  me. 

On  the  25th,  I  received  an  Express  from  Major  Campbell,  informing  me  of 
General  Wayne  having  commenced  his  Retreat,  but  in  such  decided  terms,  as  to 
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justify  me,  in  forwarding  the  Report  to  you:  And  on  the  26th  He  again  sent  me  a 
further  account  of  his  Retreat,  corroborated  by  the  Information  of  several  Deserters 
and  at  the  same  time  mentioned,  that  he  considered  the  Information  of  so  much 
consequence  that  he  had  wrote  to  inform  your  Excellency,  and  sent  Directions  to 
Commodore  Grant,  on  board  the  Chippawa  to  forward  his  Letter  immediately  to 
you,  by  one  of  the  King’s  Vessels,  which  Commodore  Grant  Informed  me  he  had 
done,  on  Receipt  of  Major  Campbells  directions,  since  then  I  have  received  frequent 
Expresses  from  Major  Campbell,  all  mentioning  the  Retreat  of  the  Army. 

By  the  reports  made  by  deserters,  he  purposes  Establishing  himself  at  the 
Glaize,  where  he  expects  to  meet  Provisions,  which  he  is  in  much  want  of,  how  far 
their  Information  is  to  be  relied  on,  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  learn;  tho’  not  by  any 
Assistance  from  Indians,  as  not  one  of  them  has  pursued  him. 

This  very  unexpected  retreat,  affords  much  room  for  conjecture,  I  must  confess 
it  appears  extraordinary  that  he  should  relinquish  an  Object,  which  already  has 
cost  many  Campaigns,  and  has  been  attended  with  considerable  expence  to  the 
United  States,  at  a  time  that  it  would  appear,  he  had  effectually  accomplished  his 
purpose,  by  defeating  the  Indians  perfectly  and  by  having  the  whole  Country  at 
his  Command. 

The  Indians  on  this  occasion  have  forfeited  every  pretension  to  a  Warlike  or 
Gallant  Character.  They  behaved  excessive  ill  in  the  Action  at  the  Falls  and 
afterwards  fled  in  every  direction,  The  few  that  formed  any  Body  were  stopped 
only  by  the  Lake  at  Point  au  Chenes,  Eighteen  miles  below  Fort  Miamis,  where 
from  every  Information  I  have  received,  their  Panic  was  so  great,  that  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fifty  Americans  would  have  totally  routed  them. 

Major  Campbell  sent  an  Express  to  acquaint  Colonel  McKee,  of  General 
Waynes  Retreat,  the  moment  he  was  Informed  of  it,  but  the  Indians  did  not  shew 
any  inclination  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  and  suffered  him  to  move  off,  with  the 
same  indifference,  that  they  shewed  at  his  Approach:  and  I  believe  there  are  few 
instances  of  an  Invading  Army  being  suffered  to  penetrate  so  far  as  General  Wayne 
has  done  without  some  check,  or  to  Retreat,  without  being  pursued — Should  he 
stop  at  the  Glaize,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  we  shall  again  hear  from  him,  when  re¬ 
cruited  with  provisions,  And  I  have  directed  Major  Campbell,  not  by  any  means, 
to  relay  from  his  endeavours  to  complete  the  Fort  expeditiously.  The  respectable 
appearance  it  made,  and  the  Resolute  Conduct  of  the  Commandant  and  the  Garrison, 
were  probably  the  cause  of  its  not  being  before  attacked;  tho’  I  really  believe  that 
the  General  was  authorized  only  to  demand  the  Garrison,  to  retire,  and  not  to 
attack  it,  Notwithstanding  that,  all  the  deserters  agree  in  saying,  that  he  purposed 
to  attack  it,  and  was  only  dissuaded  from  it  by  his  Officers. 

I  propose  to  morrow  to  dismiss  the  Militia  from  the  River  Thames,  whose 
Conduct  does  them  great  Credit.  I  am  concerned  that  I  cannot  say  anything  in 
favour  of  the  Canadian  Militia,  some  of  the  Companies  near  the  Town  behaved  in 
a  very  mutinous  shameful  manner,  very  little  short  of  Rebellion. 

One  of  the  principal  People,  charged  with  encouraging  this  disposition  among 
them,  was  Yesterday  Tried  and  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney  General,  but  acquitted 
by  the  Jury,  notwithstanding,  as  I  am  informed,  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to 
convict  him,  for  further  particulars  relative  to  him  and  the  Canadians  at  large  I  beg 
to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  Attorney  General  who  will  have  the  honor  of  de¬ 
livering  you  this  Dispatch. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  mention  to  you  that  the  Detachment  of  Royal  Artil¬ 
lery,  &  24th  Reg’t  are  much  reduced  by  the  Fever,  that  has  prevailed  all  the  Summer 
at  the  Miamis  the  24th  has  lost  six  men  already,  and  by  the  Surgeon’s  Report,  many 
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more  will  die  in  the  course  of  a  Week,  and  we  have  at  present  a  hundred  and  twenty 
on  our  sick  list;  Their  disorder  is  of  such  a  nature  that  they  make  no  progress  in 
recovering,  and  from  their  very  low  debilitated  state,  I  fear  they  will  not  be  fit  for 
Duty  at  least  this  fall,  In  this  situation,  and  so  divided,  they  are  very  unequal  to 
Garrison  Fort  Miamis,  and  this  Post  Particularly  if  any  thing  hostile  should  be 
intended,  which  a  very  little  time  must  shew — By  Major  Campbells  last  letter, 
dated  the  27th  He  says,  that  General  Wayne  by  the  information  of  Deserters  was 
to  be  at  the  Glaize  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.  I  have  had  daily  Expresses  from 
Fort  Miamis,  which  I  have  directed  should  be  continued  till  matters  are  again  in 
a  state  of  tranquility  and  you  may  rest  assured  of  hearing  constantly  from  me, 
as  the  Dunmore  is  once  more  in  Sailing  Order,  And  I  have  ordered  the  Chippawa 
to  return  here,  from  Miamis  Bay,  after  she  has  forwarded  to  the  Fort  Whatever 
Stores  she  has  on  board  that  were  intended  for  it.  And  have  directed  a  proper 
officer  to  be  left  at  Turtle  Island,  with  the  charge  of  the  Gun  Boats  and  Stores  there. 

I  have  the  honr  to  be  your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

R.  England  (Lt.  Col.  Command’g)  J.G.S. 

His  Excellency  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 

Endorsed: — In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’ s  No.  85  of  the  5th  Sept.  1794- 


FROM  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 


Sir: 

When  you  were  so  obliging  as  send  a  message  to  me  this  morning  by  Capt. 
Elliot,  to  inform  me  of  your  intention  to  go  to  Detroit  to-morrow,  I  was  so  much 
occupy’d  in  writing,  &  sending  away  my  sick,  that  I  had  not  time  to  thank  you,  but 
verbally  for  your  attention.  I  beg  you  will  now  accept  of  me  acknowledgement, 
and  my  best  wishes  for  your  speedy  return  from  Quebec.  But  before  you  go,  let 
me  entreat  of  you  to  arrange  matters  so,  with  whatever  gentleman  it  is,  who  offi¬ 
ciates  for  you,  in  the  Indian  Department  during  your  absence,  that  such  arrange¬ 
ments  may  be  made  with  the  Indians,  that  this  Post  may  not  be  deficient  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  with  respect  to  the  movements  of  the  American  Army  in  this  Country. 
And  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  his  Majesty’s  interest,  more  especially  to 
the  safety  of  this  Post,  that  as  regular  intelligence  as  possible  should  be  received 
of  General  Wayne’s  movements,  and  whether  he  remains  with  the  Main  Body  of 
his  Army  at  the  Glaize,  or  what  kind  of  Post  he  means  to  establish  there. 

I  am  confident  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  this  precaution,  and  I  will  not 
therefore  appologize  farther  for  this  liberty,  Being  Sir, 

With  great  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Campbell. 

Major  24th  Regt.  Commandg.  Fort  Miamis. 

Fort  Miamis,  30th  August,  1794. 

To, — Col.  McKee. 
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FROM  ROBERT  PILKINGTON  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Fort  Miamis,  30th  August,  1794. 


Sir: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  your  Excellency  a  sketch  of  the  encampment 
General  Wayne  made  at  Roche  de  Bout,  which  Colonel  McKee’s  having  the  pleasure 
of  delivering  to  your  Excellency,  may  be  a  small  matter  of  amusement,  as  he 
possesses  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  American 
Army,  The  Encampment  on  the  Point  opposite  the  late  Residence  of  Colonel  McKee, 
was  upon  a  similar  plan  to  the  one  I  have  sent,  but  in  too  loose  a  manner  to  render 
it  worthy  of  noticing  to  your  Excellency. 

I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  observing  to  your  Excellency  on  the  27th  of  the 
present  month  that  the  24th  Regiment  was  in  a  declining  state.  I  am  sorry  to 
repeat  there  is  a  continuance  in  the  Malignity  of  this  Climate,  and  no  appearance 
of  any  cessation  in  its  effects,  in  fact  this  atmosphere  overpowers  every  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  is  become  so  alarming  that  few  Persons  will  remain  in  my  Service  who  are 
capable  of  providing  for  themselves  otherwise.  It  has  long  been  my  intention, 
whenever  the  Service  would  admit  of  my  absence,  to  have  sought  after  so  consider¬ 
able  a  supply  of  workmen  from  the  Quarters  as  would  have  enabled  me  to  accomp¬ 
lish  all  my  works  within  a  very  short  time ;  in  this  however  I  conceived  a  reference 
requisite  to  be  made  to  your  Excellency,  as  it  would  be  attended  with  considerable 
expence,  but  as  my  personal  acquaintance  with  the  abilities  of  them  was  absolutely 
requisite,  I  designed  it  should  be  a  personal  representation;  some  recent  orders 
rendering  the  execution  of  my  intention  (I  am  apprehensive)  impracticable,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  your  Excellency  that  under  the  existing  cir¬ 
cumstances,  little  more  can  be  accomplished  this  season  than  what  I  am  already 
engaged  in  even  as  it  is,  I  wish  much  for  your  Excellency’s  permission  for  Lieut. 
Darling  to  send  me  a  strong  Party  of  Carpenters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

Robert  Pilkington. 


FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  RICHARD  ENGLAND. 

Camp  Near  Fort  Miami,  August  30,  1794. 


Sir: 

I  have  been  employed  several  days  in  endeavouring  to  fix  the  Indians  (who 
have  been  driven  from  their  villages  and  cornfields)  between  the  Fort  and  the  Bay. 
Swan  Creek  is  generally  agreed  upon  and  will  be  a  very  convenient  place  for  the 
delivery  of  provisions,  &c. 

The  last  accounts  from  General  Wayne’s  Army  were  brought  me  last  night 
by  an  Indian  who  says  the  army  would  not  be  able  to  reach  the  Glaize  before 
yesterday  evening,  it  is  supposed  on  account  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  many  of 
whom  they  bury  every  day.  I  propose  being  in  town  in  a  day  or  two  when  I  hope 
for  the  pleasure  of  paying  you  my  respects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  McKee. 
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FROM  WILLIAM  CHEWETT  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEIIALES. 


Newark,  Aug.  31st,  1794. 
Sir: 

Mr.  Jones1  not  being  in  a  condition  to  write  from  his  being  unwell  with  fever 
and  ague,  has  requested  me  to  make  the  following  report  to  you. 

Lake  Simeoe. — That  during  his  survey  in  the  winter,  about  the  month  of  March, 
being  at  the  house  of  an  Indian  Trader,  John  Culbertson2  by  name,  some  Chippawas 
and  Missassagas  came  and  enquired  of  Wapinose,  a  Mississago,  the  business  of 
the  Surveyor— Wapinose  made  answer  that  he  came  to  open  a  line  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  trade,  and  that  both  parties  would  find  the  advantage  from  it  in  a  short  time. 
The  Chippawas  and  Missassagas  then  said  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  sale  of 
those  lands,  and  at  length  began  a  dispute  with  Wapinose  for  accompanying  the 
Surveyor.  Wapinose  said  he  was  very  sensible  of  the  same,  but  that  surveying 
did  not  take  the  lands  from  them;  however,  in  order  to  end  the  dispute  he  gave 
them  a  belt  about  the  value  of  7/6  Halifax  Currency. 

Information  of  Mr.  Bond3 

Mr.  Bond  says  he  received  advice  a  few  days  ago  by  the  Gun  Boat  that  three 
Missassagas  or  Chippewas  came  to  the  man  he  had  left  upon  his  lot  making  an 
improvement  (about  twenty  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  town  of  York),  and  robbed 
him  of  all  his  provision,  and  even  the  shirt  from  off  his  back.  Mr.  Bond  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  says  he  shall  write  to  his  associates  not  to  come  into  the  Country. 

River  La  Tranche  or  Thames 

On  his  survey  during  the  month  of  July,  there  came  some  Missassagas  and 
Chippewas  to  his  camp,  who  were  much  dissatisfied  at  his  operations,  and  said 
their  land  was  never  sold  by  them  or  their  Chief. 

He  then  told  them  that  Wabaconoing  had  already  ceded  them — They  made 
answer  that  Wabaconoing  or  the  Indians  of  the  Lake  have  no  right  to  those  lands, 
and  that  he  was  an  old  woman:  that  his  land  did  not  extend  beyond  the  Grand 
River.  A  short  time  after  they  told  Wapinose  and  Pokaton  that  the  English  were 
nearly  as  bad  as  the  Americans  in  taking  away  their  lands,  and  in  consequence  of 
which  they  would  take  cattle  where  they  could  find  them,  in  lieu  of  Deer,  but  that 
they  would  not  prevent  their  survey.  A  few  days  after  a  drove  of  cattle  was 
brought  into  the  Country  by  an  Agent  for  Mr.  Allen4.  The  Indians  intimated 
as  much  as  they  would  make  prize  of  them. 

Mr.  Jones  went  immediately  to  the  Indians  and  prayed  they  would  not  take 
the  Cattle,  and  that  Government  would  settle  all  matters  amicably.  During  the 
course  of  these  transactions,  they  held  out  to  the  Indians  of  Mr.  Jones’  party  that 
the  British  were  but  few;  that  the  Americans  were  very  numerous,  and  that  the 
Americans  would  soon  cut  them  off,  or  in  plain  terms,  exterminate  them. 

W.  Chewett5. 

Major  Littlehales.  D.S.  Upper.  Canada. 

lAugustus  Jones,  Deputy  Surveyor. 

2Elsewhere  written  Cuthbertson.  See  also,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  71,  78. 

3  William  Bond,  upon  whose  lot  on  Yonge  Street  the  water  still  known  as  Bond’s  Lake  is 
situated,  about  19  miles  north  of  Toronto  Bay. 

4  Probably  Ebenezer  Allen.  See  Vol.  II,  p.  189  note. 

5  William  Chewett,  born  in  London,  England;  passed  as  a  draftsman  and  Surveyor  for  the 
East  India  service;  arrived  at  Quebec,  1771;  Dy.  Surveyor,  20  May,  1774;  asst,  engineer  in  militia 
in  defence  of  Quebec,  1775-6;  acting  paymaster  at  St.  Jean  and  Isle  aux  Noix,  1776-86;  surveyed 
lands  in  district  of  Luneburg;  1787-91;  Lt.  Col.  3rd  York,  1812-5;  deputy  Surveyor  General,  1802- 
32.  A  biographical  sketch  of  William  Chewett  maybe  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Ontario  Land  Surveyors  for  1890. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Navy  Hall,  August  31,  1794. 


Sir: 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  by  Major  Campbell’s  letter  of  the  24th  of 
August  I  heard  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  retreat  and  I  hope,  from  circumstances,  that  it  is 
not  feigned  but  real.  Of  course  I  shall  not  at  present  visit  Detroit,  having  material 
business  at  this  place  and  elsewhere. 

I  have  transmitted  Major  Campbell’s  letters  &c.,  to  Lord  Dorchester,  who  I 
doubt  not,  but  will  highly  approve  of  his  conduct  and  from  your  dispatches  cannot 
but  be  pleased  with  your  exertions. 

I  have  mentioned  you  both  in  this  light  to  Mr.  Dundas. 

It  is  necessary  that  without  loss  of  time  the  Fort  should  be  completed.  I  am 
particularly  anxious  that  the  communications  with  the  water  should  be  finished 
upon  the  plan  I  directed,  and  not  as  appears  by  the  deserter  trusted  to  an  Abbatis. 
I  will  write  more  fully  upon  this  subject  by  the  next  opportunity.  I  have  desired 
for  want  of  time  Major  Campbell  to  communicate  to  you  my  orders  relative  to  the 
Militia.  I  congratulate  you  on  Lord  Howe’s  Victory1. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Lt.  Col.  England. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL. 

Navy  Hall,  August  31st,  1794. 


Sir: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  24th  August  which  I  received  on  the 
29  th. 

The  whole  of  your  conduct  in  the  very  difficult  situation  in  which  you  have 
been  lately  engaged,  I  doubt  not  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief ;  who  also,  I  dare  say,  will  receive  with  pleasure  the  commendations  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  the  several  Officers  under  your  command.  I 
shall  take  the  first  Opportunity  of  transmitting  your  letter  for  his  information. 

No  time  must  be  lost  in  finishing  the  Fort,  and  I  hope  the  sickness  of  the  Troops 
will  abate  on  the  approach  of  the  cold  weather:  It  has  by  no  means  been  confined 
to  the  Miamis. 

In  case  of  any  movement  of  Troops  in  this  Quarter,  it  is  possible  I  may  call 
upon  you  for  your  active  services  in  the  field. 

I  for  the  present  suspend  the  recall  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  and  the  Queen’s 
Rangers,  and  shall  be  in  readiness  if  occasion  requires  to  proceed  to  the  Miamis, 
with  such  Troops  and  Militia,  together  with  a  great  part  of  the  Six  Nations  I  had 
collected  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  Major  Campbell,  Fort  Miamis. 


iThe  “glorious  first  of  June,”  1794. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL. 

Navy  Hall,  Aug.  31st,  1794. 

Sir: 

Your  very  welcome  letter  of  the  24th  of  August  relieved  me  from  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  anxiety. 

I  have  this  morning  communicated  your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Wayne  to 
Mr.  Hammond  and  to  Mr.  Dundas.  In  respect  to  your  conduct  I  have  felt  it  just 
to  state  to  that  Minister,  Mr.  Dundas,  “It  is  with  singular  satisfaction  that  I  enclose 
to  you,  Sir,  the  correspondence  of  Major  Campbell  with  Mr.  Wayne.  It  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  express  the  sense  I  entertain  of  that  Officer’s  most  wise,  firm  and  temperate 
conduct  in  his  very  peculiar  and  difficult  situation ;  such  notice  as  the  military  part 
of  it  highly  deserves,  I  presume,  will  be  offered  to  you  by  Lord  Dorchester,  who 
must  be  fully  competent  to  judge  of  its  merit;  but  I  should  do  injustice  to  myself 
did  I  not  state  to  you,  Sir,  my  humble  and  earnest  hope  that  the  conduct  of  this 
Gentleman,  which  in  substance  may  have  prevented  the  greatest  miseries  to  the 
Province  under  my  Government,  and  who  in  his  manner  and  language  has  in  a 
very  trying  situation,  most  nobly  supported  the  national  character,  will  recommend 
him  to  your  attention,  and  be  found  worthy  of  his  Majesty’s  approbation.” 

I  feel  most  sensibly  the  exertions  which  you  relate  of  Captain  Stiell,  Mr.  Adye 
and  Mr.  Pilkington  in  their  several  capacities;  but  the  behaviour  of  the  Militia  is 
more  particularly  in  my  province,  Lord  Dorchester  being  the  Person  to  honor  with 
his  approbation  the  Officers  of  the  King’s  Troops. 

I  wish  to  make  striking  distinctions  agreeably  to  the  conduct  of  the  Militia 
as  I  am  much  pressed  for  time,  I  beg  of  you  to  communicate  my  Ideas  on  this  head 
to  Lt.  Colonel  England.  All  the  Militia,  British  and  Canadian  who  either  volun¬ 
teered  or  were  called  out  by  due  authority  and  bona  fide  served  upon  such  abstract 
as  Lt.  Colonel  England  shall  think  proper  to  be  transmitted  to  me,  shall  be  paid 
in  their  respective  ranks,  in  the  present  instance  without  arrears,  agreeably  to  the 
Army  pay. 

Such  persons  as  were  employed  as  seamen  are  to  be  paid  as  such  by  the  Store¬ 
keeper. 

A  detachment  of  Militia  consisting  of  a  Captain,  Lieutenant,  Ensign,  three 
sergeants  and  Twenty  Rank  and  File  must  be  immediately  embodied  to  do  duty  in 
the  Garrison  of  Miamis  and  its  dependencies,  of  course  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
nominate  such  Officers  as  you  think  proper  to  select  from  those  who  lately  showed 
a  proper  zeal. 

I  expect  hourly  to  hear  that  Lt.  Colonel  Caldwell  of  the  Militia  is  appointed 
a  Captain  in  the  Regiment  to  be  raised,  if  not,  perhaps  it  might  be  convenient  to 
him  to  serve  on  Captain’s  Pay,  and  in  that  case  he  might  command  on  Turtle 
Island. 

I  would  not  wish  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Thames  to  be  called  upon  for 
this  Militia  Service. 

Together  with  the  pay  of  the  Militia,  when  I  receive  Lt.  Colonel  England’s 
abstract,  I  shall  transmit  to  you  One  hundred  Pounds  in  specie  to  be  distributed 
as  you  shall  judge  proper  amongst  those  Militia  whose  conduct  you  principally 
approve  of. 

Any  opportunity  that  you  shall  be  able  to  point  out  to  me  of  serving  Captain 
Rheaume  or  Mr.  Sheiffelin,  to  whom  I  have  long  been  desirous  to  be  useful,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  attend  to.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 


To  Major  Campbell. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  FORT  ONTARIO,  1ST  SEPTEMBER,  1794. 

The  bastions,  curtains  and  casemates  are  all  in  ruins. 

The  fortified  bastion  is  likewise  falling  into  decay,  the  platform  for  the  guns 
begins  to  sink,  the  magazine  is  leaky  and  the  Guard  House  open  to  wind  and  rain. 
The  parapet  has  no  slope  and  the  merlons  are  going  to  pieces.  The  palisades  (which 
are  only  patched  up)  require  to  be  renewed. 

All  the  barracks  are  going  to  ruins  as  well  as  the  storehouses.  The  frame 
covering  the  well  in  the  Fort  has  fallen  in,  nor  are  there  materials  or  workmen  to 
repair  it.  In  short  the  whole  may  be  said  to  be  one  complete  ruin. 

C.  T.  A.  Schoedde. 

Capt.  60th,  Commanding. 


FROM  EDMUND  RANDOLPH  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Philadelphia,  September  1,  1794 
Sir, 

If  after  the  information  upon  which  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  May  was  founded, 
any  considerable  doubt  had  remained  of  Governor  Simcoe’s  invasion,  your  long 
silence  without  a  refutation  of  it,  and  our  more  recent  intelligence  forbid  us  to 
question  its  truth.  It  is  supported  by  the  respectable  opinions,  which  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Executive,  that  in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Recovery,  British 
officers  and  British  soldiers  were  on  the  very  ground,  aiding  our  Indian  enemies. 

But,  Sir,  as  if  the  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  was  resolved  to  destroy  every 
possibility  of  disbelieving  his  hostile  views,  he  has  sent  to  the  Great  Sodus — a 
settlement  begun  on  the  bay  of  the  same  name  on  Lake  Ontario — a  command  to 
Captain  Williamson,  who  derives  a  title  from  the  State  of  New  York,  to  desist  from 
his  enter  prize.  This  mandate  was  borne  by  a  Lieutenant  Sheaffe  under  a  military 
escort,  and  in  its  tone  corresponds  with  the  form  of  its  delivery,  being  unequivocally 
of  a  military  and  hostile  nature. 

“  I  am  commanded  to  declare  that  during  the  inexecution  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  until  the  existing  differences 
respecting  it,  shall  be  mutually  adjusted,  the  taking  possession  of  any  part  of  the 
Indian  territory,  either  for  the  purposes  of  war  or  sovereignty,  is  held  to  be  a  direct 
violation  of  his  Britannic  Majesty’s  rights,  as  they  unquestionably  existed  before 
the  treaty,  and  has  an  immediate  tendency  to  interrupt  and  in  its  progress  destroy 
that  good  understanding  which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America.  I  therefore  require  you  to  desist  from 
any  such  aggression. 

R.  H.  Sheaffe, 

Lieut.  5th  Regt.  and  Qr.  Mr.  Genl's  Dept. 

of  his  Britannic  Majesty’s  service. 

G.  Sodus,  26th  August,  1794.” 

Captain  Williamson  being  from  home  a  letter  was  written  to  him  by  Lieutenant 
Sheaffe  in  the  following  words. 

"Sodus,  26th  August,  1794. 
Sir, 

Having  a  special  commission  and  instructions  for  that  purpose  from  the 
Lieut.  Governor  of  his  Britannic  Majesty’s  province  of  Upper  Canada,  I  have  come 
here  to  demand  by  what  authority  an  establishment  has  been  ordered  at  this  place, 
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and  to  require  that  such  a  design  be  immediately  relinquished,  for  the  reasons  stated 
in  the  within  declaration,  accompanying  this  letter;  for  the  receipt  of  which  protest 
I  have  taken  the  acknowledgement  of  your  agent,  Mr.  Little.  I  regret  exceedingly 
in  my  private  as  well  as  public  character  that  I  have  not  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
you  here,  but  hope  on  my  return,  which  will  be  about  a  week  hence,  to  be  more 
fortunate. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  servant. 

R.  H.  Sheaffe, 

Lt.  5th  Regt.  Q.M.G.D.” 

The  position  of  Sodus  is  represented  to  be  several  miles  within  the  territorial 
line  of  the  United  States  about  twenty  from  Oswego,  and  about  one  hundred  from 
Niagara. 

For  the  present  all  causes  of  discontent  not  connected  with  our  western  terri¬ 
tory  shall  be  laid  aside ;  and  even  among  these  shall  not  be  revived  the  root  of  our 
complaints,  the  detention  of  the  posts.  But,  while  peace  is  sought  by  us  through 
every  channel  which  honour  permits,  the  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  is  accumula¬ 
ting  irritation  upon  irritation.  He  commenced  his  operations  of  enmity  at  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami.  He  next  associated  British  with  Indian  force  to  assault  our 
fort.  He  now  threatens  us  if  we  fell  our  own  trees  and  build  houses  on  our  own 
lands.  To  what  length  may  not  Governor  Simcoe  go?  Where  is  the  limit  of  the 
sentiment  which  gave  birth  to  these  intrusions?  Where  is  the  limit  of  the  principle 
which  Governor  Simcoe  avows? 

The  treaty  and  all  its  appendages  we  have  submitted  to  fair  discussion  more 
than  two  years  ago.  To  the  letter  of  my  predecessor  on  the  29th  of  May,  1792, 
you  have  not  been  pleased  to  make  a  reply,  except  on  the  20th  of  June,  1793,  the 
22d  of  November,  1793,  and  the  21st  of  February,  1794,  no  instructions  had  arrived 
from  your  Court.  To  say  the  best  of  this  suspension,  it  certainly  cannot  warrant 
any  new  encroachments,  howsoever  it  may  recommend  to  us  forbearance  under 
the  old. 

It  is  not  for  the  Governors  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  interfere  with  the 
measures  of  the  United  States  toward  the  Indians  within  their  territory.  You 
cannot,  Sir,  be  insensible  that  it  has  grown  into  a  maxim,  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Indians  within  the  boundaries  of  any  nation,  exclusively  belong  to  that  nation. 
But  Governor  Simcoe,  disregarding  this  right  of  the  United  States,  extends  the 
line  of  usurpation,  on  which  he  marches,  by  referring  to  the  ancient  and  extinguished 
rights  of  his  Britannic  Majesty.  For,  if  the  existing  condition  of  the  treaty  keeps 
them  alive  on  the  southern  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  the  Ohio  itself  will  not  stop  the 
career. 

You  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  if  under  these  excesses  of  Governor  Simcoe,  I  am 
not  discouraged  by  your  having  formerly  disclaimed  a  controul  over,  and  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  Governors  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  from  resorting  to  you  on 
this  occasion.  You  are  addressed  from  a  hope  that  if  he  will  not  be  restrained 
by  our  remonstrances,  he  may  at  least  be  apprized  through  you  of  the  consequences 
of  self-defence.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Edm.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Hammond, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty. 

(Printed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of  Philadelphia,  6th  September, 
1794.) 
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FROM  GEORGE  HAMMOND  TO  EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 

New  York,  3rd  September,  1794. 
Sir, 

I  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  current,  copies  of  which  I  will  transmit 
by  the  earliest  opportunity  that  may  offer,  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe  and  to 
his  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Geo.  Hammond. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 

(Printed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of  Philadelphia,  6th  September, 
1794.) 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT. 

Navy  Hall,  Septr.  3rd,  1794. 


Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  22nd  Ultimo  to  me,  has  been  presented  to  His  Excellency 
the  Lieut.  Governor,  who  approves  of  its  contents,  as  it  is  now  to  be  hoped  that 
no  draft  will  be  required  from  the  Militia  during  this  month,  but  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  observe  that  war  appears  inevitable. 

I  am,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

R.  Cartwright,  Kingston. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  WILLIAM  JARVIS  TO  REV.  SAMUEL 

PETERS. 

Niagara,  Sept.  3rd,  1794. 

War  has  within  these  few  days  appeared  more  doubtful,  yet  every  preparation 
is  making  with  us  for  the  reception  of  our  neighbours.  A  part  of  the  militia  are 
now  at  this  place  embodied,  and  a  fine  body  of  men  they  are,  almost  to  a  man 
soldiers  that  served  in  the  last  war.  By  a  late  “Ordinance”  the  militia  of  this 
Province  are  now  on  the  same  footing  and  have  the  same  rank  with  respect  to 
marching  regiments  as  the  militia  of  England. 

We  have  Lieutenants  and  deputy-Lieutenants  of  Counties  the  same  as  in 
England.  I  am  one  of  the  deputy-Lieutenants  and  appointed  to  command  the 
militia  of  the  County  of  York,  with  the  rank  of  full  Colonel.  Consequently  I 
command  all  Lieut. -Colonels  of  the  line  within  my  county  or  province  in  case  of 
hostilities. 

Mr.  Wayne  has  handled  the  Indians  pretty  roughly  a  few  weeks  since,  but 
the  Indians  recovered  themselves  and  returned  again  to  the  battle,  the  last  account 
we  had  Wayne  was  retreating  and  the  Indians  pursuing  hard  on  his  rear. 

In  this  action  one  of  my  deputies  was  slain  in  whom  I  have  met  with  a  great 
loss.  His  name  was  Charles  Smith,  a  young  man  of  most  accomplished  abilities, 
and  an  adopted  chief  among  the  Shawnees;  he  received  a  shot  through  his  knees, 
was  then  quartered  alive,  th  ’  shocking  to  relate,  nevertheless  true.  One  of 
Wayne’s  officers  was  shortly  afterwards  taken  who  the  Indians  with  their  scalping 
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knives  cut  into  pound  pieces.  The  Indians  lost  about  40  warriors,  10  of  whom  were 
chiefs. 

Joseph  Brant  has  gone  from  the  Grand  River  with  300  young  warriors  to  join 
the  “Western  brothers”  from  whence  we  may  conclude  that  a  very  serious  event 
is  not  far  distant.  I  think  friend  Anthony  is  in  the  centre  of  a  d — d  hobble,  he  has 
behaved  in  a  most  insolent  manner  to  our  posts,  as  well  as  barbarous  to  prisoners, 
which  would  chill  the  blood  in  one’s  veins  to  relate. 

(Transaction  No.  23.  Women’s  Canadian  Historical  Society  of  Toronto, 
pp.  37-8.) 


ABSTRACT  OF  PAY  LIST. 

Pay  List  of  a  Detachment  of  the  Northern  Battalion  of  the  Militia  of  the 
County  of  Essex  who  done  Garrison  Duty  in  Detroit  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Richard  England  of  24th  Regiment  Commandant. 

Captain  Daniel  Fields,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Henry  Hay,  Ensign  Alexis 
La  Bute,  one  Sergeant  and  26  privates  from  August  17th  to  Sept.  4th,  1794.  Total 
amount  £26.5.4. 

Certified  by  John  Askin. 
Lt.  Col.  Commander  of  N.E.B.M. 


FROM  RALFE  CLENCH  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Newark,  4th  Sept.,  1794. 
Sir: 

In  consequence  of  what  I  yesterday  understood  from  the  discourse  of  His 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  relative  to  the  Militia,  permit  me  to  offer  my 
opinion  on  the  subject  which  I  shall  thank  you  to  communicate  should  it  appear 
requisite. 

A  number  of  the  men  now  on  command  at  this  place,  industrious  farmers, 
willing  to  serve  as  long  as  His  Excellency  may  see  fit  to  keep  them,  as  there  at 
present  seems  to  be  no  active  Service  to  employ  them  (which  I  know  is  their  general 
wish)  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  upon  account  of  the  Agriculture  of  the  Country 
that  the  greatest  part  now  here  be  either  dismissed  or  allowed  leave  of  absence  for 
some  days  not  exceeding  a  fortnight.  This  will  have  the  good  effect  of  convincing 
the  people  that  His  Excellency  does  not  wish  to  call  them  forward  unless  there  is  a 
real  necessity  for  so  doing,  and  should  the  necessity  of  the  case  require  it  within 
the  time  limited  by  Furlough  or  expiration  thereof,  those  men  can  be  brought 
forward  much  sooner  than  a  fresh  Detachment  possibly  could,  the  Officers  as  at 
present  appointed  to  those  Companies,  each  to  keep  a  roll  with  the  names,  ages, 
and  places  of  abode  of  the  men  composing  their  Companies,  copies  of  this  to  be 
given  to  each  Sergeant  of  the  Squads  they  may  more  immediately  have  the  warning 
of;  the  whole  of  the  Officers  attending  here  at  least  two  days  before  the  expiration 
of  the  Furloughs  to  know  what  will  then  be  done.  Should  there  appear  no  nec¬ 
essity  of  again  calling  them  forward  the  Officers  and  Sergeants  will  have  time 
sufficient  to  make  it  known  without  the  people  leaving  their  homes.  This  will  be 
giving  as  little  trouble  as  possible  and  will  not  cause  them  the  loss  of  a  day.  At 
the  same  time  it  will  be  convincing  the  people  that  they  are  subject  to  superior 
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Power  and  liable  to  the  Commands  of  Officers  set  over  them  by  the  Governor. 
Keeping  a  Detachment  in  Barracks  for  a  fortnight  or  longer,  should  it  be  neces¬ 
sary,  will  have  the  good  effect  of  teaching  them  subordination,  the  manual  exercise 
and  what  respect  they  are  to  pay  to  their  officers.  The  necessity  of  these  must  be 
frequently  explained  by  the  Officer  commanding  and  by  degrees  enforced,  this 
Detachment  remaining  from  their  being  selected  from  the  different  Battalions 
and  different  parts  of  the  Settlement  when  they  return  to  their  homes  I  hope  will 
be  able  to  insure  among  their  neighbors  somewhat  of  the  duties  of  soldiers  that 
others  coming  after  them  will  know  what  is  to  be  expected.  It  will  also  be  the 
means  of  an  emulation  amongst  the  Officers  not  at  present  employed  in  equipping 
and  making  themselves  expert  in  the  knowledge  of  their  duty  should  they  ever  be 
called  upon  to  command.  Something  to  cause  this  emulation  is  requisite  amongst 
the  officers  of  this  Country,  a  number  of  them  being  very  awkward  and  seemingly 
have  no  wish  to  become  expert,  solely  because  they  entertain  an  idea  that  the 
services  of  the  Militia  never  would  be  required  in  conjunction  with  other  Forces. 

A  Captain  with  fifty  men  may  be  selected,  in  fact  there  is  that  number  who 
volunteer  it,  by  which  the  Agriculture  of  the  Country  will  not  be  injured.  Keeping 
part  of  this  Detachment  at  the  Garrison  works,  sending  them  over  in  the  morning 
and  returning  in  the  evening  will  further  be  showing  the  duties  that  soldiers  must 
comply  with.  Could  this  Detachment  have  a  piece  of  Ordnance  on  this  side  of 
the  River  and  one  Artilleryman  for  a  few  hours  in  the  day  that  we  might  learn 
something  of  the  Artillery  practice  exercise,  this  would  not  only  be  pleasing  to  the 
people  by  showing  that  His  Excellency  places  confidence  in  them,  but  perhaps  may 
be  useful  hereafter  either  in  being  employed  in  service  or  giving  instruction  to  others. 

Should  there  be  anything  further  that  you  wish  me  to  give  my  opinion  of  I 
shall  be  happy  in  being  commanded.  We  shall  be  ready  to  receive  His  Excellency 
between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock,  if  convenient,  at  which  time  an  orderly  Sergeant 
shall  be  desired  to  wait  on  you. 

I  am  &c. 

R.  Clench. 

Major  Littlehales. 


AMERICAN  AFFAIRS. 

1794.  (September-October). 

Precis  of  Correspondence  relating  to  alleged  breaches  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America  in  1784. 

When  Mr.  Hammond  arrived  in  America  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1791,  disputes  subsisted  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain  respecting  the 
due  observation  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  each  accusing  the  other  of  having  in  various 
respects  infringed  it. 

In  compliance  with  his  instructions  Mr.  Hammond  presented  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  a  representation  of  the  several  infractions  of  which  we  complained. 

He  began  by  stating  the  measures  pursued  by  Congress  for  giving  effect  to 
the  engagements  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  These  consisted  in  a  Proclamation  which 
immediately  followed  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  which  announced 
that  event;  and  in  a  resolve  dated  14th  January  1784,  both  of  them  requiring  and 
enjoining  all  bodies  of  magistracy  to  carry  into  effect  the  definitive  articles,  and 
earnestly  recommending  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  to  provide  for 
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the  restitution  of  all  confiscated  estates  belonging  to  real  British  subjects,  and  of 
those  belonging  to  persons  resident  in  districts  possessed  by  the  King’s  arms,  be¬ 
tween  30th  November  1782  and  14th  January  1784,  who  had  not  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States. 

From  the  little  attention  paid  to  this  proclamation  and  recommendation,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  answer  given  by  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  to  the  requisition 
of  Mr.  Adams  respecting  the  posts,  on  the  26th  February,  1786,  the  Congress,  by 
a  circular  letter  in  April,  1787,  transmitted  to  the  Governors  of  the  respective 
States,  recommending  the  repeal  of  such  Acts  as  were  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of 
peace ;  and  the  deciding  in  all  causes  in  the  Courts  of  Law  or  Equity  relative  to  the 
said  treaty,  according  to  the  true  intent  thereof,  notwithstanding  any  such  acts 
to  the  contrary.  And  in  this  circular,  the  Congress  express  their  regret  that,  in 
some  of  the  States,  too  little  regard  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  public  faith 
pledged  by  the  treaty. 

These  recommendations  however  appear  to  have  had  very  little  effect.  A 
municipal  adoption  of  the  treaty,  either  by  the  repeal  of  existing  laws  which  were 
repugnant  to  the  treaty,  or  by  a  declaratory  law  establishing  the  treaty  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  was  confined  to  a  very  few  of  the  states. 

Mr.  Hammond  then  proceeded  to  specify  the  particular  acts  which  are  con¬ 
sidered  as  infractions  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

First,  in  not  repealing  laws  enacted  previous  to  the  peace. 

Secondly,  in  enacting  laws  subsequent  to  the  peace,  in  contravention  of  the 
treaty. 

Thirdly,  in  the  decisions  of  the  state  courts  on  questions  affecting  the  rights 
of  British  subjects. 

First,  in  not  repealing  laws  enacted  previous  to  the  peace.  Several  acts 
(the  heads  of  which  are  contained  in  the  appendix  from  Nos.  1  to  34,  marked  A.) 
were  passed  by  the  respective  Legislatures  during  the  war.  A  general  repeal  of 
these,  under  the  stipulated  exceptions,  would  have  been  a  compliance  with  the 
treaty;  but  the  restitution  of  the  estates  of  real  British  subjects,  or  persons  resident 
in  districts  in  possession  of  His  Majesty’s  arms,  and  who  had  not  borne  arms  against 
the  States,  was  not  provided  for  by  any  local  or  general  regulation;  nor  was  the 
restitution  of  the  estates  of  other  persons  from  whom  they  had  been  taken  by 
confiscation,  facilitated  by  any  provision  of  the  Legislature. 

Secondly,  in  enacting  laws  subsequent  to  the  peace  in  contravention  of  the 
treaty.  These  Mr.  Hammond  considered  under  three  heads;  as  they  relate  to  the 
estates  of  loyalists;  to  their  persons;  and  such  as  obstruct  the  recovery  of  debts  due 
to  the  subjects  of  the  Crown. 

The  titles  of  the  Acts  to  which  Mr.  Hammond  referred  as  relating  to  the  estates 
of  the  loyalists  are  contained  in  the  Appendix  B,  from  No.  1  to  10  inclusive.  These 
Acts,  by  which  former  confiscations  are  confirmed;  and  by  which  persons  who  had 
purchased  forfeited  lands  are  secured  in  their  possessions  were,  as  Mr.  Hammond 
observed,  enacted  in  contradiction  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  to  justice,  and  to 
that  conciliatory  line  of  conduct  so  strongly  recommended  by  Congress,  and  on 
which  that  Assembly  was  engaged  to  proceed. 

The  Acts  (the  heads  of  which  are  contained  in  Appendix  C.,  from  No.  1  to  10 
inclusive)  relative  to  the  persons  of  loyalists,  which  had  been  left  unrepealed  as  to 
numbers  of  persons,  though  repealed  with  regard  to  certain  individuals;  and  those 
Acts  which  passed  on  the  same  subject  subsequent  to  the  peace,  contain  sentences 
of  proscription,  attainder,  and  banishment  against  persons  who,  under  the  express 
terms  of  the  treaty,  were  at  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  States,  to  make  personal 
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application  in  order  to  obtain  restitution  of  their  estates;  and  against  others  who, 
though  restrained  within  narrower  limits,  were  still  to  be  allowed  privileges  and 
indulgences  of  which  these  Acts  deprive  them. 

With  regard  to  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  subjects  of  the  Crown,  Acts 
(mentioned  in  Appendix  D.  to  No.  22  inclusive)  prohibiting  suits,  suspending  the 
recovery  of  the  debts,  directing  courts  to  admit  the  reduction  of  interest,  and 
providing  for  the  absolute  reduction  of  interest  for  a  number  of  years,  have  been 
passed  since  the  peace;  and  others  of  the  same  purport  made  during  the  war  have 
remained  unrepealed,  and  been  protracted  to  periods  subsequent  to  the  peace;  both 
of  them  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty,  ‘that  creditors  on 
either  side  should  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value 
in  sterling  money  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted.’ 

With  respect  to  the  third  point,  the  decisions  of  State  Courts  on  questions 
affecting  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  Mr.  Hammond  considered  those  decisions 
as  they  regard  the  claims,  and  the  -persons  of  British  subjects.  In  the  prosecution 
of  claims  for  debts  contracted  previous  to  the  war,  many  juries  have  invariably 
abated  interest  on  the  debts  for  seven  years  and  a  half,  though  proof  has  been 
uniformly  established  of  the  usage  of  the  trade  to  allow  interest  after  the  expiration 
of  a  year  on  the  amount  of  the  goods  shipped,  or,  of  the  specific  contract  between 
the  debtor  and  creditor. 

Mr.  Hammond  mentioned  several  instances  of  the  claim  of  interest  being 
denied  in  different  States,  for  the  term  of  the  duration  of  the  war,  and,  after  being 
suspended  for  that  term,  allowed  to  recommence  only  from  the  date  of  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaty.  In  other  States  the  delay  of  justice  has  operated  equally  with  a 
denial  of  it.  All  these  cases  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  recommendatory  resolves 
of  Congress,  and  infractions  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

The  few  attempts  to  recover  British  debts  in  the  county  courts  of  Virginia 
have  failed,  and  many  debts,  from  the  smallness  of  the  sums,  can  be  recovered  in 
such  Courts  only.  The  decisions  of  the  state  court  on  points  affecting  the  persons 
of  British  subjects  have  been  equally  repugnant  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  and, 
in  cases  specified  under  this  head  by  Mr.  Hammond,  are  direct  and  positive  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  6th  article. 

Mr.  Hammond  concluded  with  stating  the  conduct  of  the  States  as  sufficient 
ground  for  the  delay  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  in  fulfilling  entirely  the  terms  of 
the  treaty,  but  with  expressions  of  the  King’s  readiness  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
with  respect  to  those  articles  of  it  which  have  not  yet  been  executed. 

In  the  answer  given  to  Mr.  Hammond’s  representation  it  was  contended  by 
the  American  Ministers  that,  as  the  infractions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  had 
preceded,  so  they  had  produced  the  Acts  of  which  we  complain.  That,  contrary 
to  an  express  stipulation  of  the  treaty  we  had  carried  away  the  negroes  from  New 
York.  That,  instead  of  evacuating  the  upper  posts,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
no  order  has  yet  been  given  for  their  evacuation;  from  whence  they  think  it  natural 
to  conclude  that  none  had  ever  been  intended.  That  when  one  party  refuses  to 
fulfil  a  treaty,  the  other  is  free  to  break  it  also,  either  in  the  whole  or  in  equivalent 
parts,  at  its  pleasure.  That  consequently,  the  modifying  the  recovery  of  debts, 
firstly,  by  indulging  the  American  citizens  with  longer  and  more  practicable  times 
of  payment  ;  secondly,  by  liberating  their  bodies  from  execution,  on  their  delivering 
property  to  the  creditor  to  the  full  amount  of  his  demand ;  and  thirdly,  by  admitting 
during  the  first  moments  of  the  non-existence  of  coin  among  them,  a  discharge  of 
executions  by  paper  money,  were  fair  and  moderate  acts  of  retaliation.  That 
Congress,  however,  in  consequence  of  assurances  from  the  British  Court  that  they 
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would  concur  in  a  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  had,  in  1787,  declared  to  the  States  its 
will  that  even  the  appearance  of  obstacle  raised  by  their  acts,  should  no  longer 
continue;  and  that  every  act  of  that  nature  should  be  formally  repealed;  which 
was  complied  with  so  fully  that  no  such  laws  remained  in  any  State  of  the  Union 
except  one;  and  that  one  could  not  have  resisted,  if  any  symptom  of  compliance  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  had  rendered  it  expedient  for  Congress  to  repeat  it’s 
requisition. 

It  was  also  argued  that  exile  and  confiscations  were  lawful  acts  of  war,  and 
that  the  5th  Article  was  recommendatory  only.  That  this  word,  having  but  one 
meaning,  establishes  the  intent  of  the  parties;  and,  moreover,  that  it  was  particul¬ 
arly  explained  by  the  American  negotiators  that  the  Legislatures  would  be  free 
to  comply  with  the  recommendation  or  not,  and  that  probably  they  would  not 
comply. 

With  respect  to  the  article  of  interest  it  was  observed,  that  the  decision  whether 
it  shall  or  shall  not  be  allowed  during  the  war  rests,  by  the  American  Constitution, 
with  the  courts  altogether.  That  if  these  have  generally  decided  against  the 
allowance,  the  reasons  of  their  decision  appear  sufficiently  weighty  to  clear  them 
from  the  charge  of  that  palpable  degree  of  wrong  which  may  authorize  national 
complaint;  or  give  a  right  of  refusing  execution  of  the  treaty,  by  way  of  reprisal. 

This  answer  of  the  American  Ministers  appeared  so  unsatisfactory  to  Mr. 
Hammond  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  inform  them  that  he  was  not  authorised  to 
conclude  the  negotiation,  and  that  all  he  could  do  was  to  submit  the  paper  he  had 
received  to  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers. 

As  the  restoration  of  the  negroes  carried  away  at  the  time  of  evacuating  New 
York  has  been  insisted  upon  by  the  American  Government,  it  seems  necessary  to 
remark  that  part  of  them  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  captured  during  the  war, 
and  were  therefore  acquired  by  the  rights  of  war;  but  that  the  principal  part  of 
them  had  fled  to  the  British  lines  in  consequence  of  proclamations  issued  by  the 
British  Commanders-in-Chief,  which  promised  them  freedom  on  their  joining  the 
British  army ;  and  of  which  freedom  the  British  Government  could  not  now  deprive 
them. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  gave  rise  to 
fresh  causes  of  dispute  between  the  former  Power  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Americans  having  resolved  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality,  a  proclamation 
was  issued  by  the  President  in  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  warned 
and  exhorted  carefully  to  avoid  all  acts  and  proceedings  whatsoever  that  could 
in  any  manner  tend  to  contravene  the  friendly  and  impartial  conduct  which  was  to 
be  adopted  and  pursued  towards  the  belligerent  Powers. 

From  this  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected  that  a  just  sense  of  their  own 
rights  and  duties  would  have  inclined  the  United  States  to  resent  any  violation  of 
the  established  principles  of  neutrality.  The  event,  however,  has  proved  the 
contrary,  for,  in  various  and  repeated  instances,  the  most  unjustifiable  partiality 
has  been  shown  towards  the  French.  They  have  been  permitted  to  equip  and 
arm  vessels  in  the  American  ports,  to  molest  British  trade  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  and  finally  to  condemn  by  tribunals  of  their  own  the  prizes 
they  have  thus  taken. 

Immediately  after  the  President’s  proclamation  had  been  issued,  a  French 
frigate,  called  the  Ambuscade ,  captured  a  small  English  brig  off  the  Capes  of  Dela¬ 
ware;  and  some  days  afterwards,  the  British  ship  Grange,  lying  at  anchor  within 
the  Bay  of  Delaware,  was  also  taken  by  her  as  a  prize. 
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From  Charlestown  Mr.  Hammond  received  intelligence  that  two  privateers 
had  been  fitted  out  from  that  port  under  French  commissions. 

From  the  same  quarter  he  also  heard  that  two  English  brigantines,  captured 
by  the  Ambuscade,  had  been  condemned  by  the  French  Consul  at  Charlestown,  and 
exposed  to  sale  with  their  cargoes  under  his  authority.  About  the  same  period 
Mr.  Hammond  learnt  from  various  respectable  authorities  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  arms  collected  in  America,  and  purchased  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  were  preparing  to  be  shipped  for  France. 

Off  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  and  not  more  than  two  miles  from  the  coast,  the 
Ambuscade  frigate  captured  the  brig  Catherine,  and  sent  her  into  New  York. 

At  Charlestown,  in  South  Carolina,  the  Americans  permitted  and  were  parties 
in  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  neutral  rights. 

An  English  ship  from  Jamaica  arrived  there  to  take  in  provisions.  The 
commander  of  a  French  privateer,  then  in  the  harbour,  declared  his  intention  of 
capturing  her,  and  actually  sold  her  to  a  merchant  of  Charlestown,  under  an  engage¬ 
ment  to  deliver  her  in  a  certain  number  of  weeks.  The  master  of  the  English 
vessel,  being  apprized  of  this,  applied,  but  without  success,  for  protection  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor.  He  then  took  on  board  two  six  pounders  and  some  am¬ 
munition;  but  a  Republican  Society  of  that  place,  gaining  intelligence  of  this  cir¬ 
cumstance,  forcibly  entered  the  English  vessel  with  a  party  of  the  militia  artillery, 
carried  off  the  arms,  and  deposited  them  in  the  public  stores. 

The  French  fleet  stationed  at  New  York  established  a  regular  succession  of 
cruisers  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  or  intercepting  any  vessel  which  they  might 
happen  to  encounter;  and,  in  the  above  mentioned  city,  a  species  of  jurisdiction 
was  established  by  the  person  representing  the  actual  rulers  of  France,  which 
avowedly  arrogated  to  itself  all  the  authority  and  functions  exercised  by  the  Direct¬ 
ors  of  the  Marine,  and  by  the  Admiralty  tribunals  of  France. 

By  one  of  these  cruisers,  the  William  Tell,  a  British  brigantine,  was  captured 
at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore  of  the  American  coasts. 

The  Pilgrim,  a  British  brigantine  from  Nantiacke  in  Maryland,  bound  to 
Barbadoes,  was  captured  by  the  French  privateer,  Le  Sans-Cidotte  of  Marseilles 
at  a  distance  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles,  at  the  farthest,  from  the  American 
shore,  and  consequently  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  The  brig¬ 
antine  was  publicly  sold  under  the  authority  of  the  pretended  tribunal  of  the  French 
Consul  at  Baltimore. 

A  French  privateer,  named  the  Industry,  was  illegally  fitted  out  in  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  and,  within  a  few  days  after  her  departure,  from  that  port,  she  cap¬ 
tured  the  British  ship  Roehampton. 

The  British  ship  Charles,  and  the  British  schooner  Delight,  were  captured  as 
they  were  lying  at  anchor  (the  former  at  the  distance  of  one  mile,  and  the  latter 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  from  the  .shore)  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  by  a  French 
armed  ship,  which  had  been  for  some  weeks  previously  at  Baltimore. 

It  is  true  indeed  that,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  remonstrations, 
the  American  Government  has  from  time  to  time  given  some  redress  to  the  British 
sufferers.  In  some  cases  restitution  has  been  ordered.  In  others  compensation 
for  the  losses  sustained  has  been  granted  by  the  Americans  themselves. 

Regulations  were  made  which,  if  they  had  been  carried  into  execution,  would 
have  fully  answered  the  intended  purpose  of  enforcing  respect  to  the  American 
neutrality,  and  of  manifesting  an  unremitted  impartiality  towards  all  the  belligerent 
Powers;  but  even  these  have  been  so  repeatedly  eluded,  and  so  explained  away  by 
subsequent  declarations  of  their  meaning,  that  they  have  been,  in  fact,  of 
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no  material  advantage  to  the  British  trade  against  the  insults  and  depredations 
of  French  cruisers. 

Promises  were  given  to  Mr.  Hammond  by  the  American  Ministers  that  effectual 
measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  practice  of  commissioning,  equipping,  and 
manning  vessels  in  their  ports,  to  cruise  on  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 

Mr.  Hammond  was  also  assured  that  measures  were  taken  for  excluding  from 
all  further  asylum  in  the  American  ports  vessels  armed  in  them  to  cruise  on  nations 
with  which  they  were  at  peace;  and  for  the  restoration  of  prizes  taken  by  such 
vessels;  and  that,  should  the  measures  for  restitution  fail  in  their  effect,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  considered  it  as  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  make  compensation  to 
the  sufferers. 

After  having  received  such  assurances,  Mr.  Hammond  was  much  astonished 
to  hear  from  American  Ministers  that  the  warlike  equipment  of  the  privateers  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  provided  they  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  of  the 
Executive  Government,  does  not  invalidate  the  legality  of  any  prizes  they  may  happen 
to  make,  and  bring  into  those  ports. 

Such  a  principle,  if  once  established,  would  be  productive  of  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  consequences;  since  it  presents  a  scope  for  collusion,  of  which  the  present  agent 
of  the  ruling  party  in  France  would  not  fail  to  take  advantage. 

But  the  Americans  suppose  that  they  have  more  than  equal  causes  of  complaint 
against  Great  Britain. 

They  accuse  her  of  having  given  assistance  to  hostile  Indians. 

They  complain  that  her  privateers  plunder  their  vessels,  throw  them  out  of 
their  course  by  forcing  them,  upon  groundless  suspicion  into  ports  different  from 
those  to  which  they  are  destined ;  and  detain  them  even  after  the  hope  of  a  regular 
confiscation  is  abandoned.  That  British  ships  of  war  have  forcibly  seized  mariners 
belonging  to  American  vessels.  That  by  British  regulations,  their  corn  and  provis¬ 
ions  are  driven  from  the  ports  of  France.  And  that,  without  the  imputation  of  a 
contraband  trade,  their  vessels  are  captured  for  carrying  on  a  commercial  inter¬ 
course  with  the  French  West  Indies. 

In  addition  to  these  grievances,  the  Instructions  dated  6th  November  1793, 
given  to  the  commanders  of  British  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  by  which  they  are 
directed  to  take  all  vessels  that  may  be  either  bound  to  the  French  West  Indies,  or 
that  may  be  laden  with  the  produce  of  those  Islands,  are  regarded  as  peculiarly 
hostile  to  the  United  States. 

The  truce  also  with  the  Algerines  is  asserted  to  have  been  procured  through 
the  intervention  of  England,  for  Portugal  and  Holland;  and  being  considered  as 
another  insidious  attempt  to  check  the  growing  prosperity  of  America,  it  afforded 
an  additional  topic  of  abuse  against  the  former  power. 

The  popular  resentment  being  thus  previously  excited  against  Great  Britain, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  American  Secretary  of  State,  made  a  report  on  the  privileges 
and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  the 
fallacies  and  falsehoods  of  which  are  sufficient  proofs  that  the  avowed  tendency  of 
the  whole  report  is  to  recommend  a  closer  connexion  with  France,  and  to  inculcate 
the  expediency  of  a  direct  system  of  commercial  hostility  with  Great  Britain. 

In  the  course  of  a  fortnight  after  Mr.  Jefferson’s  report  had  been  presented, 
Mr.  Madison,  (the  ostensible  leader  of  the  party  to  which  the  former  gentleman  is 
attached),  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Representatives  certain 
specific  propositions,  analogous  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  paper. 

These  propositions  were  fortunately  rejected;  but  if  they  had  been  carried 
into  execution,  not  only  all  commercial  intercourse  with  America  must  have  ended, 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


37 


but  the  hope  also  of  obtaining  payment  of  the  debts  due  from  that  country  to  Great 
Britain  would  in  all  probability  have  been  lost;  as  it  is  expressly  stated,  that  “pro¬ 
vision  ought  to  be  made  for  liquidating  the  losses  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  operation  of  particular  regulations  of  any  country  contravening 
the  law  of  nations.” 

Another  measure  however  of  commercial  hostility  against  Great  Britain  soon 
after  took  place. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  instructions  of  the  6th  November  were 
loudly  complained  of  in  America;  but,  on  accounts  being  received  from  St.  Christ¬ 
opher’s  of  several  American  vessels  that  had  been  carried  into  that  island,  and  con¬ 
demned  there  in  pursuance  of  them,  the  national  resentment  was  carried  to  the 
highest  pitch,  and  it  was  immediately  resolved  that  all  trade  should  be  prohibited 
from  the  United  States  for  thirty  days;  from  the  operation  of  which  Act  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  English  West  India  Islands  would  suffer  most  essentially. 

This  measure  was  immediately  followed  by  others  of  a  more  hostile  tendency. 
On  the  27th  of  March  several  resolutions  were  proposed  in  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  of  which  the  amount  is  to  sequester  all  debts  due  to  British  subjects,  and 
to  hold  them  as  a  security  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  indemnification  for  any 
American  property  captured  by  British  cruisers. 

The  discussion  of  these  resolutions  was  suspended,  and  revived  according 
to  circumstances;  and  the  final  determination  is  indefinitely  postponed  to  some 
future  day. 

Another  resolution  equally  inimical  to  Great  Britain,  was  proposed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  2nd  of  April,  of  which  the  purport  is  to  prohibit  all 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  until  a  compensation  shall  be  granted  for  all  losses 
arising  from  captures  made  by  British  armed  vessels,  and  until  the  posts  on  the 
confines  of  Canada  shall  be  surrendered.  This  resolution  was  subsequently  amended 
by  adding  to  the  specification  of  other  grievances  imputed  to  Great  Britain,  a 
compensation  for  the  negroes  carried  off  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

In  this  form  this  motion  was  carried  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  by 
a  majority  of  53  to  44. 

The  main  question  was  not  however  taken,  and  consequently  the  decision  on 
this  point  is  also  indefinitely  deferred. 

Mr.  Hammond  could  not  easily  conjecture  the  motives  which  induced  the 
promoter  of  these  resolutions  to  carry  them  through  all  the  preliminary  stages  of 
deliberation,  and  to  proceed  no  farther  for  the  present,  unless  indeed  they  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be  held  out  as  a  mode  of  intimidating  Great  Britain;  or,  at  least,  as 
affording  to  the  citizens  of  America  the  expectation  of  their  being  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  such  an  effect. 

The  popular  ferment  was  raised  to  such  a  height  that  the  American  Govern¬ 
ment,  for  the  purpose  of  in  some  measure  allaying  it,  despatched  a  gentleman  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  British  West  Indies,  in  order  to  institute  in  those  islands  appeals 
in  the  cases  of  such  American  prizes  as  might  appear  to  him  to  have  been  illegally 
condemned;  and  to  secure  an  indemnification  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
any  individuals  who  may  become  securities  for  the  prosecution  of  such  appeals. 

In  addition  to  the  other  marks  of  ill  will  manifested  towards  Great  Britain, 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  move 
“that  over  and  above  all  duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities 
into  America,  ten  per  cent,  of  extra  duty  should  be  laid  on  all  articles  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain.” 
s.p. — < 
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This,  if  carried  into  a  law,  must  tend  inevitably  further  to  reduce  the  number 
of  British  vessels,  which  has  been  annually  and  gradually  diminishing  ever  since 
the  imposition  of  the  first  discriminating  duty. 

It  must  be  owned  that  this  motion  was  afterwards  withdrawn  by  the  mover 
of  it;  on  an  express  assurance,  however,  from  him  that,  previously  to  the  close  of 
the  session,  it  should  be  revived  in  some  other  form. 

The  spirit  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain  was  much  increased  by  Lord  Dorchester’s 
speech  to  the  Indians,  and  by  Governor  Simcoe’s  expedition  to  the  foot  of  the  Miamis 
rapids.  The  American  Ministers  complained  in  the  strongest  terms  that  Lord 
Dorchester  was  fostering  and  encouraging  in  the  Indians  hostile  dispositions  to¬ 
wards  the  United  States;  and  that  an  unjustifiable  aggression  had  been  committed 
by  Governor  Simcoe,  who  was  preparing  to  build  a  fort  on  their  territory,  notwith¬ 
standing  orders  had  been  given,  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Hammond’s  demands, 
that  the  encroachment  should  be  suppressed  which  the  State  and  individuals  of 
Vermont  were  accused  of  having  committed  on  the  territory  occupied  by  Llis 
Majesty’s  garrison. 

Mr.  Hammond  contended  that  these  encroachments  had  never  been  in  any 
manner  suppressed;  but  that  recent  infringements  in  that  quarter  and  on  the  terri¬ 
tory  in  its  vicinity,  had  been  since  committed.  To  this  he  attributed  the  sentence 
in  Lord  Dorchester’s  speech  which  had  given  so  much  offence.  In  regard  to 
Governor  Simcoe’s  expedition,  he  owned  that  he  had  no  intelligence  that  such  an 
event  had  occurred.  But,  in  his  opinion,  much  depended  on  the  place  on  which 
the  fort  was  intended  to  be  erected.  And  whether  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
subjects  of  His  Majesty  residing  in  districts  dependent  on  the  fort  of  Detroit,  or  of 
preventing  that  fortress  from  being  straightened  by  the  approach  of  the  American 
army.  To  either  of  which  cases,  he  imagined,  that  the  principle  of  the  Status  quo, 
until  the  final  arrangement  of  the  points  in  discussion  between  the  two  countries 
shall  be  concluded,  will  strictly  apply. 

Mr.  Hammond  thought  this  a  fit  opportunity  for  recapitulating  the  various 
breaches  of  neutrality  that  have  been  committed,  as  well  by  the  State  Officers  and 
individuals,  as  by  the  Federal  Government  itself.  He  adverted  particularly  to  the 
insult  which  had  been  recently  offered  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  that  State  to  the  British  flag;  in  the  violent  measures  pursued  to¬ 
wards  His  Majesty’s  sloop  of  war  Nautilus;  and  in  the  forcible  detention  of  the 
officers  by  whom  she  was  commanded. 

It  is  however  to  be  hoped  that  the  French  cruisers,  fitted  out  from  American 
ports,  will  not  in  future  be  permitted  to  molest  the  British  trade;  for  an  Act  has 
been  passed  authorising  the  President  to  employ  the  naval  and  military  force  of 
the  United  States  to  effect  the  prevention  of  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  neutrality. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  520-8.) 


FROM  HENRY  DUNDAS  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Wimbledon  (September-October)  1794. 

I  return  you  the  papers  you  sent  me;  the  principles  of  the  project  I  much  approve 
of;  but,  before  communicating  it,  I  should  wish  it  to  be  reconsidered  whether  it  is 
right  to  admit  any  other  nations  whatever  to  interfere  in  our  differences  with  them. 
In  truth,  I  know  not  who  these  nations  could  be,  but,  if  any  of  such  a  description 
as  you  give  could  be  found,  I  would  not  relish  the  idea  of  any  nation  being  referees 
between  you  and  your  former  subjects. 
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On  the  subject  of  the  posts  and  the  future  boundary,  I  would  wish  for  our 
mutual  satisfaction,  before  it  goes  out  of  your  hands,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  you  and  I  could, 
with  a  map  before  us,  and  General  Clarke1  in  company,  run  over  the  report  made  up 
by  Sirncoe  on  the  defence  of  the  two  Canadas.  The  day  will  be  so  broke  up  to¬ 
morrow  it  would  not  answTer,  but  as  early  on  Saturday  as  is  convenient. 

I  am  rather  against  King’s  suggestion  as  to  duties,  as  mentioned,  respecting 
the  first  article.  This  however  may  be  talked  of  in  our  conversation  with  Clarke. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  534.) 


FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Whitehall,  5th  Sept.  1794. 

Lt.  Govr.  Sirncoe. 

No.  2. 

Sir: 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  Letter,  No.  23,  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas,  inclosing  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  of  the  5th  of  June  last. 

The  Conduct  of  Mr.  Cartwright  in  demonstrating  a  general  hostility  to  all 
measures  of  Government  is  very  properly  commented  upon  in  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas’s  Letter  to  you  of  the  16th  of  March.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  have, 
as  directed  by  that  Letter,  transmitted  an  Account  of  Mr.  Cartwright’s  conduct 
wdth  Mr.  Dundas’s  Observations  thereon  to  Lord  Dorchester;  as  also  those  further 
instances  of  that  Gentleman’s  Opposition  which  you  refer  to  in  your  Letter  now 
before  me. 

My  Dispatch,  No.  1.,  will  relieve  you  from  the  apprehensions  which  you  have 
been  under,  in  consequence  of  the  approach  of  General  Wayne’s  Army  to  the  Post 
of  Detroit,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  all  matters  of  dispute  between  this 
Country  and  the  American  States,  continue  to  wear  the  most  favourable  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  brought  to  an  early  amicable  termination. 

I  am,  &c. 

Portland. 

Endorsed: — Drat.  To  Lt.  Govr.  Sirncoe.  Sept.  1794 ■  (No.  2.). 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

No.  35.  Navy  Hall,  5th  September,  1794. 

Sir: 

Since  the  transmitting  of  my  dispatch  No.  34  of  which  I  enclose  the  Duplicate, 
to  be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Hammond,  I  have  received  the  enclosed  Letter  from  Lt. 
Colonel  England. 

I  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to  move  from  this  place,  the  season  being  very 
sickly,  &  in  addition  to  the  Reasons  adduced  by  Lt.  Colonel  England  for  Mr.  Waynes 
Retreat,  understanding  from  the  News  Papers  of  the  States,  that  the  President 
has  issued  a  Proclamation  against  the  Insurgents  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  who  altho’  they  have  assembled  avowedly  in  opposition  to  the  Excise  Laws, 


i  Sir  Alured  Clarke. 
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I  understand,  from  Mr.  Hammond  are  certainly  opposed  to  the  Existence  of  the 
federal  Government  &  all  its  Measures. 

I  beg  to  enclose  to  you  the  Copy  of  my  observations  to  Lord  Dorchester  on 
the  proper  means  for  the  Defence  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lt.  Colonel  England,  dated  31st  August, 
when  nothing  had  particularly  occured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  respect 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas 

Endorsed  Navy  Hall  5th  September  179J+  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe,  15th  Oct.  No.  35 
{Two  enclosures) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Sept.  5th,  1794. 

My  Lord : 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Lordship  the  various  communi¬ 
cations  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Lieut.  Colonel  England  and  Major 
Campbell,  by  which  you  will  see  that  Genl.  Wayne  approached  to  the  Miamis  Fort, 
repulsed  the  Indians  who  made  an  attack  upon  him  in  its  vicinity,  summoned 
Major  Campbell  to  surrender,  and  upon  his  refusal,  soon  after  retreated.  I  please 
myself  that  the  conduct  of  Major  Campbell  in  his  very  trying  situation  will  meet 
with  Your  Lordship’s  fullest  approbation. 

I  enclose  a  letter  of  that  gentleman’s,  in  which  he  details  the  services  of  the 
Officers  and  persons  who  composed  his  Garrison.  As  the  Canadian  Militia  in 
general  has  shown  a  very  improper  disposition  and  the  Attorney  General,  who  is 
luckily  on  the  spot,  is  now  assisting  Mr.  Baby  in  punishing  those  by  the  Civil  Law, 
who  have  offended  against  the  Military  Act  of  the  Province,  I  have  thought  it 
peculiarly  expedient  to  reward  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  inferior  classes  of 
the  community,  and  for  this  purpose  I  shall  transmit  an  hundred  guineas  to  Major 
Campbell  to  be  distributed  as  he  shall  think  proper.  I  hope  for  Your  Lordship's 
approbation  of  this  transaction. 

The  extreme  sickness,  as  will  appear  by  Lieut.  Colonel  England's  letter,  of 
the  Garrison  at  the  Miamis  has  occasioned  those  reinforcements  being  from  time  to 
time  sent  thither  and  retarded  the  completion  of  the  Works,  circumstances  which 
explain  the  propriety  of  deviating  from  my  general  orders. 

I  will  suspend  all  further  embarkation  from  this  place  until  I  hear  from  Lieut. 
Colonel  England.  There  are  an  hundred  Rank  and  File  of  the  5th  and  forty  of 
the  Queen’s  Rangers  at  Detroit,  &c. 

Brant  is  preparing  to  go  to  the  Miamis,  and  I  meant  to  have  carried  nearly 
an  hundred  Militia  from  this  place.  I  have  ordered  two  hundred  to  assemble, 
partly  to  occupy  the  Posts  at  Chippawa  and  Fort  Erie,  and  the  remainder  are  to 
be  quartered  in  Butler’s  Barracks. 

I  think  it  probable  that  Mr.  Wayne  will  halt  in  force  at  the  Glaize:  the 
Country  from  thence  to  Fort  Recovery  is  difficult,  and  should  the  British  Troops 
act  against  him,  he  certainly  would  be  in  a  difficult  situation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Sept.  5th,  1794. 

My  Lord : 

Your  Lordship  in  your  Dispatch  No.  7  having  directed  me  to  make  my  observ¬ 
ations  on  the  Establishment  of  a  Post  for  the  protection  of  the  deposit  of  stores 
and  provisions  and  the  preservation  of  the  communication  between  Lake  Ontario 
and  Montreal,  I  have  to  regret  that  circumstances  should  have  hitherto  pre¬ 
vented  my  personally  examining  the  various  situations  which  may  offer  themselves 
as  proper  to  combine  these  several  purposes — but  as  I  received  on  the  29th  of  Augt. 
from  Lt.  Bryce  the  copy  of  his  observations  and  various  plans  on  this  subject,  and 
have  a  general  knowledge  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  a  more  particular  one 
of  Kingston  and  its  dependencies,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  submitting  to  Your 
Lordship  my  observations.  In  making  of  these  observations  the  important  nature 
of  the  subject  requires  that  I  should  consider  it  in  all  its  extent  and  relations. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  as  your  Lordship  intimates  that  the  most  eligible  position 
for  a  Deposit  would  be  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  and  in  this  Respect,  Kingston  (in 
which  I  include  agreeably  to  common  acceptation  Point  Frederick  or  Hopes  Cove ) 
is  certainly  the  only  place,  that  presents  itself  as  uniting  many  advantages.  The 
difficulty  of  adequately  fortifying  it,  under  present  circumstances,  will  be  the 
great  object  of  Your  Lordship’s  consideration. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Lt.  Bryce  has  hitherto  discovered  any  situation  that 
possesses  similar  advantages;  The  circumstance  of  the  land  near  the  Lakes  rising 
height  above  height,  as  it  recedes  from  the  water  (which  I  mentioned  to  that 
Gentleman  to  be  the  case  at  Gannannocoui,  and  generally  throughout  the  Country) 
will  render  it  difficult,  I  imagine,  to  establish  any  regular  &  defensible  fortification, 
but  on  peninsula’s  or  Islands. 

If  there  should  be  a  war  with  the  United  States,  we  may  expect  it,  at  the  outset, 
to  be  violent  and  universal;  such  as  is  suited  to  the  irruption  of  a  numerous,  inveter¬ 
ate  and  active  Militia.  It  may  take  place  in  the  winter,  when  all  obstacles,  but 
those  which  a  regular  siege  presents,  may  in  a  great  measure  be  done  away. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  so  to  fortify,  and  so  to  garrison  Kingston,  with  the 
present  force  of  the  province  as  to  preserve  any  Deposit  of  Stores  or  The  Shipping 
which  may  be  frozen  up  in  those  Harbours. 

The  distance  which  Your  Lordship  observes  in  respect  of  York  or  Toronto, 
as  applicable  to  present  purposes,  I  humbly  apprehend  may  be  its  preservation. 
It  is  also  protected  by  our  Indian  Allies,  and  the  Militia  combined  with  the  Troops 
in  the  district  (of  Niagara);  In  a  Military  view  the  most  important  part  of  his 
Majesty’s  possessions — I  therefore  am  of  the  Opinion,  that  this  place  (York)  ought 
to  be  the  refitting  post  and  Winter  deposit  of  all  Naval  &  Military  Stores  under 
existing  circumstances. 

That  it  must  hereafter  become  the  permanent  Naval  Arsenal  of  Ontario,  and 
in  some  respects  of  Upper  Canada,  I  believe,  will  not  be  controverted. 

In  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  Communication  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  It 
is  evident  no  one  position  near  to  the  Entrance  of  that  River,  can  effectually  unite 
all  the  necessary  requisites  for  its  protection.  Carleton  Island,  to  which  Your 
Lordship  for  obvious  reasons  objects,  possesses  them  more  eminently  than  any 
other  position. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  deem  a  deposit  for  Stores  or  provisions  at  the  head  of  the 
River  to  be  absolutely  necessary  but  I  think  arrangements  may  be  made  with  equal 
effect,  &  more  applicable  to  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  Country  and  such 
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arrangements  I  shall  best  explain  to  your  Lordship  in  the  sketch  I  beg  to  submit 
for  the  defence  of  the  River  with  which  they  are  intimately  connected. 

If  an  Enemy  attempts  to  pass  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  It  is  evident,  his  water 
force  being  Superior,  that  nothing  can  prevent  him,  but  posts,  which  may  defend 
the  channel  by  heavy  batteries — a  proper  position  for  such  posts  is  not  attainable 
at  the  Mouth;  and  must  of  necessity  be  sought  lower  down  the  River  where  it 
narrows — a  series  of  these  posts  established  in  succession,  will  relatively  render  such 
an  attempt  more  difficult. 

Posts  on  Islands  combine  obvious  advantages  in  this  respect.  I  therefore  offer 
to  your  Lordship  that  such  posts  be  fortified  with  Block-houses  properly  constructed, 
adequate  Batteries  and  Cannon,  and  competent  Gun  and  Row  boats.  By  Lt. 
Bryce’s  Report  the  Isles  au  Barril  appear  to  be  a  proper  station  for  this  mode  of 
defence;  such  I  esteem  would  be  the  occupation  of  Fort  Levi,1  and  the  southernmost 
Point  of  Garden  Island  and  by  Lt.  Bryce’s  Report  the  Isle  au  Diable  &c.,  &c. 

Positions  on  the  main  land  which  Command  the  channel,  are  the  next  objects 
of  consideration,  such  may  become  points  of  assembly,  or  entrenched  camps  as 
circumstances  shall  enforce. 

In  regard  to  the  Shippmg,  should  they  winter  at  York  they  can  always  be  many 
days  at  Kingston,  or  Carleton  Island,  and  what  may  be  of  equal  consequence,  off 
the  Sodus  or  Oswego  before  the  Harbour  of  Kingston  is  unfrozen;  or  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  navigable — so  that  in  this  point,  the  distance  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  added 
to  the  supply  of  Seamen  they  may  acquire  overland  from  the  other  Lakes,  and  the 
almost  uninterrupted  communication  between  York  and  Niagara,  is  materially 
in  favor  of  this  Harbour. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  system  of  such  Block  Houses,  with  Gun  and  Row  boats, 
is  not  only  the  proper  mode  of  protecting  the  passage  of  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the 
defensive  plan,  but  that  it  affords  the  best  and  most  general  protection  to  the  In¬ 
habitants  against  hostile  expeditions  from  the  opposite  shore;  both  in  summer  and 
winter.  If  the  forcing  of  this  River  be  the  main  object  of  the  Enemy’s  solid  attack, 
it  is  obvious,  that  part  of  the  water  force  of  the  Country  may  be  collected  to  operate 
below  with  the  posts  in  his  front  in  interrupting  his  progress,  and  the  remainder 
might  close  up  his  rear  from  all  communication  with  his  Supplies  &  act  against  him 
with  the  collected  force  of  the  Upper  Countries. 

These  therefore,  my  Lord,  are  the  Ideas  I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  on  the 
defence  of  the  River,  the  building  of  these  Block  houses  would  be  easy;  they  would 
effectually  protect  the  Country  from  Predatory  Parties  and  would  be  chearfully 
defended  by  the  Militia. 

Instead  of  a  Deposit  as  necessary  to  be  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence,  I  conceive,  a  small  Encrease  of  the  Shipping  being  made,  and  pro¬ 
perly  manned,  as  greater  establishments  may  require,  that  the  Transport  over  the 
Lakes  may  always  be  carried  on  with  greater  expedition  than  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  Batteaux  to  bring  forward  the  necessary  supplies  from  Montreal;  but 
should  it  prove  otherwise,  the  surplus  as  a  temporary  Deposit  may  remain  with 
adequate  security  in  the  Kings  Storehouses  at  Point  Frederic  at  Kingston  or  in  Ilutts 
or  Tents  occasionally  erected  on  Points  or  Islands  and  protected  by  a  Moving 
force,  or  it  may  be  forwarded  in  ample  security  up  the  Bay  of  Quint6  to  be  fetched 
from  thence  in  the  Kings  vessels,  or  at  a  small  expence  over  the  Presqu’  isle  (a 
portage  of  one  mile  and  half  now  settling  for  that  express  purpose)  where  the  Kings 
shipping  may  receive  it  in  safety  at  an  Harbour  near  to  that  carrying  place  &  if 
necessary,  from  whence  Batteaux  may  convey  it  to  Niagara. 


lOn  Isle  Royale  or  Chimney  Island  in  the  St.  Lawrence  river. 
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I  think  it  proper  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  a  report  on  the  guns  now  laying 
at  Point  Ivrogne  and  which  may  be  applied  to  any  purpose  your  Lordship  may 
deem  proper.  If  it  be  practicable  I  shall  remove  them  from  the  place  where  they 
are  now  exposed. 

I  have,  My  Lord,  the  most  perfect  respect  for  the  high  Rank  and  Military 
character  of  the  late  Sir  Frederick  Haldimand,  I  am  persuaded  that  had  he  visited 
Kingston,  or  its  dependencies,  under  the  pressure  of  affairs,  he  would  not  have 
considered  it  as  practicable  to  form  at  that  place  any  fortification,  that  might 
essentially  prevent  an  Enemy  from  possessing  themselves  of  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  or  that  might  during  summer,  secure  the  Shipping  or  Naval  Deposit. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  perfectly  acquainted,  that  Sir  F.  Haldimand  held  Oswego 
to  be  the  Key  of  Lake  Ontario  without  the  possession  of  this  Post,  Lord  Amherst 
could  not  have  entered  into  the  St.  Lawrence;  The  French,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
so  conscious  that  Frontenac,  or  Kingston,  could  not  prevent  that  measure,  that 
they  never  bestowed  much  labour  on  its  fortifications. 

Circumstances  have  not  so  essentially  altered  the  situation  of  affairs,  in  my 
judgement,  as  to  occasion  a  material  deviation  from  these  established  principles. 

I  hope  that  Your  Lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  supply  this  Province 
with  every  species  of  Military  Stores  and  Ammunition,  as  by  every  information  a 
great  force  is  collecting  around,  which  will  naturally  attempt  to  cut  off  the  com¬ 
munications  and  It  appears  to  me  that  a  war  is  inevitable. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Lordship’s  Obedt.  Humble  Servt. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Endorsed: — In  Lt.  Gov.  Simcoe’ s  No.  11  of  the  11  Novr.  1794. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Sept.  5th,  1794. 


My  Lord : 

The  critical  situation  of  affairs  in  this  Country  having  required  that  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Militia  should  be  immediately  embodied,  I  beg  leave  to  request  of 
Your  Lordship  that  an  Agent  from  the  Paymaster  General’s  Office  may  be  appointed 
to  pay  the  Militia  and  all  other  extraordinaries  of  the  Forces,  and  that  he  may  be 
furnished  with  sufficient  power  and  specie  to  carry  this  necessary  service  into 
execution,  as  besides  the  actual  risk  attending  the  receival  of  large  sums  of  money 
in  Merchants’  Notes,  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sufficiency 
of  them  in  any  one  District  where  it  might  be  expedient  to  employ  the  Militia, 
and  as  the  Merchants’  Notes  in  one  District  do  not  pass  current  in  another,  His 
Majesty’s  Service  will  suffer  if  this  or  some  similar  mode  is  not  immediately  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  5th  Septr.  1794. 

My  Lord: 

Since  the  closure  of  my  despatch,  I  have  heard  from  Lieut.  Col.  England  and 
transmit  to  you  his  letter — In  another  communication  He  intimates  that  he  has 
not  heard  from  Col.  McKee  since  Wayne’s  retreat,  and  that  nothing  material  had 
happened  at  the  Miamis  on  the  29th  of  August. 

I  understand  from  the  Newspapers  that  six  thousand  Inhabitants  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pittsburgh  have  associated  openly  to  resist  the  operation  of  the  Excise  Laws,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  have 
severally  issued  Proclamations  against  them. 

Deserters  report  that  Mr.  Wayne  gives  out  he  is  recalled  to  Fort  Washington. 
It  is  not  impossible  that  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  Pittsburgh  may  have  some 
influence  on  his  movements,  in  particular  as  by  some  late  communications  from 
Mr.  Hammond,  I  learn  that  their  opposition  is  in  reality  directed  against  the 
Federal  Government  and  all  its  measures. 

I  am  again  to  request  Your  Lordship’s  attention  to  so  material  a  circumstance 
as  the  deficiency  of  Indian  Presents  in  the  King’s  Stores  at  this  very  critical  period. 

I  have  intimated  to  Lieut.  Col.  England  that  if  he  cannot  send  out  Pere  Le 
Dru  by  the  route  of  Michillimackinac,  he  may  forward  him  to  this  place,  wfliere,  as 
he  can  do  no  mischief,  he  may  reside,  rather  than  at  Detroit,  or  in  Lower  Canada, 
till  next  Spring,  or  a  proper  opportunity  offers  of  disposing  of  him. 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  Your  Lordship’s  permission  to  build  a  Blockhouse 
within  Fort  Lernoult,  and  to  make  such  alteration  as  to  enable  a  small  Garrison  to 
defend  that  place  and  to  stand  an  assault,  if  such  should  be  attempted,  without 
open  trenches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  ROBERT  PILKINGTON. 

Sept.  5th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  had  written  more  than  one  letter  to  you  which  the  sudden  variation  of 
affairs  rendered  obsolete  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  them. 

It  certainly  was  with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  surprise  that  I  found  the 
Works  at  the  Miamis  Fort  to  have  been  incomplete  after  the  report  I  had  received 
from  you  of  their  forwardness.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  that  the  sickness  of 
the  troops  and  artificers  has  afforded  too  good  a  reason  for  the  unexpected  delay, 
be  this  as  it  may,  It  is  evident  that  the  very  respectable  appearance  of  the  Work, 
and  the  good  countenance  of  the  Garrison  were  the  only  inducements  that  prevented 
General  Wayne  from  assaulting  it,  and  which  I  see  no  reason  to  disbelieve  was  both 
his  intentions  and  his  orders. 

You  must  certainly  lose  no  time  in  finishing  the  work  agreeably  to  the  original 
design  and  those  ideas  which  I  communicated  to  you  in  our  various  conversations 
on  the  subject.  Not  a  moment  must  be  lost  in  completing  the  Parapet  which  you 
intimate  not  to  be  of  its  due  thickness  and  I  again  repeat  to  you  the  Works  must 
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be  so  erected  as  to  defy  assault  internally  as  well  as  externally,  to  be  constructed 
so  as  to  repulse  it.  I  most  totally  disapprove  of  the  least  extension  of  your  plans 
beyond  what  was  originally  designed,  as  troops  cannot  nor  ought  not  to  be  spared 
for  Garrisons.  I  must  beg  that  the  lines  of  Logs  or  Palisades  may  be  carried  down 
to  the  River. 

In  regard  to  Turtle  Island  it  must  be  so  fortified  as  to  be  able  by  guns,  &c., 
to  maintain  itself  during  the  Winter  in  case  any  attempts  shall  be  made  over  the 
lake  either  by  assault  or  Cannon.  This  of  course  may  be  the  last  work  to  be  finished, 
but  I  expect  to  receive  orders  or  to  give  them  relative  to  Fort  Lernoult.  My  idea 
on  that  post  I  shall  transmit  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  England  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am  anxious  to  know  if  Wayne  stops  at  the  Glaize  and  fortifies  it  in  such  manner 
as  to  menace  a  return;  if  so,  it  may  be  proper  to  send  from  hence  twelve  pounders 
to  replace  your  nines  and  carronades  instead  of  the  swivels,  under  the  Idea  that  he 
will  bring  with  him  such  guns  as  his  knowledge  of  what  you  possess  at  the  present 
moment  may  require. 

I  expect  every  exertion  to  be  made  to  complete  the  Work,  as  I  shall  not  continue 
for  any  time  a  Man  of  the  5th  Regiment  or  Queen’s  Rangers  in  the  Detroit  District. 
We  must  look  to  Oswego. 

The  President  has  proclaimed  and  Mifflin  has  summoned  the  States  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania  to  meet  in  order  to  embody  the  Militia  to  proceed  against  the 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pitt,  who  to  the  number  of  6,000  resist  the  Excise 
Laws  and  indeed  the  Federal  Government.  This  may  probably  draw  the  attention 
of  Wayne  to  that  Quarter  but  I  shall  see  that  he  does  not  extend  his  views  from 
the  Alleghany  to  Presqu’  Isle.  Truly  yours, 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

P.S.  Ld.  Howe’s  Victory  and  Major  Campbell's  judgment  will  not  prevent  a 
War,  I  hold  it  certain. 

Lt.  Pilkington,  R.E. 

Not  sent. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Sept.  6th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  the  Affidavit  of  one  of  the  Deputy  Surveyors  of 
this  Province,  and  the  remarks  of  another  on  the  misconduct  and  claims  of  some 
of  the  Indians. 

I  also  transmit  such  information  as  I  have  been  able  to  acquire  from  Mr. 
Ferguson,1  who  was  present  at  some  of  the  purchases,  relative  to  claims  in  other 
parts  of  the  Province. 

I  am  to  repeat  my  request  of  the  14th  of  March  that  these  differences  may  be 
settled  as  soon  as  possible,  and  am  to  request  that  if  any  documents  exist  in  the 
Archives  of  Lower  Canada,  as  Mr.  Chewett  suggests,  or  the  Indian  Department, 
that  this  Government  may  be  furnished  with  the  original  or  authenticated  copies 
thereof. 

I  am  also  to  request  that  the  blank  Deed  with  the  signature  of  the  Indian 
Names  to  the  purchase  of  Matchedash  Bay,  and  after  being  read  by  Your  Lordship 

i  Probably  John  Ferguson,  resident  agent  for  Indian  affairs  at  Kingston,  member  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  for  Frontenac  1801-4;  colonel  commanding  1st  Regiment  of  Hastings 
Militia,  1804-12.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Molly  Brant. 
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to  be  placed  in  the  Surveyor’s  Office,  referred  to  in  your  letter  No.  3  of  the  29th  of 
Jany,  be  transmitted  to  me  at  this  period  duly  executed  agreeable  to  the  intent 
of  the  purchase  then  made  of  the  lands.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 


Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  JAMES  BABY  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  September  6th,  1794. 

His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  Excellency’s  letter  as  well  as  the  directions 
respecting  the  detachment  of  Militia,  previous  to  which  I  had  according  to  Colonel 
England’s  requisition  drafted  one  hundred  and  seventy  men,  exclusive  of  One 
Company  of  thirty  men  of  the  River  Raisin,  which  had  been  ordered  to  repair  to 
Miami  Fort,  and  the  hundred  labourers  I  had  sent  from  this,  whom  in  all  formed 
three  hundred. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  most  of  the  people  in  the  first  number  behaved 
very  ill,  but  by  taking  the  first  steps  directed  by  the  Militia  Act  for  those  that 
refused,  I  brought  most  of  them  to  their  duty;  who  had  conceived  there  was  not 
sufficient  authority  here  to  compel  them  to  serve.  I  find  a  great  hardship  in 
not  having  the  Acts  translated.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  the  people  of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Raisin  have  behaved  extremely  well. 
The  gentlemen  of  this  town  along  with  the  inferior  class  of  people  have  done  duty 
here  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  Colonel  England;  The  farmers  have  agreed  with 
great  cheerfulness  to  form  a  Company  of  Artillery,  as  soon  as  I  proposed  it  to  them; 
they  could  not  yet  practise  for  want  of  Artillery  Men  here. 

I  am  about  the  ballot  I  have  been  ordered  to  have  made  from  the  Roster, 
and  will  make  the  report  thereon  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Mr.  Reynolds1  did  still  decline  the  office  of  Register  owing  to  the  Multiplicity 
of  his  business  and  want  of  time,  upon  which  Mr.  White2  proposed  Mr.  Pollard3  to 
fill  up  the  place.  Knowing  your  Excellency’s  good  intentions  towards  this  gentle¬ 
man,  I  readily  gave  up  in  his  favour,  the  preference  your  Excellency  had  been  kind 
enough  to  leave  to  my  choice,  and  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  warmest 
thanks.  The  same  gentleman  would  also  wish  to  obtain  the  office  of  Notary, 
which  we  stand  much  in  need  of  here;  should  your  Excellency  be  pleased  to  grant 
it,  it  would  be  an  addition  to  the  many  favours  already  granted  to  me. 

Mr.  White  will  have  mentioned  Mr.  Roe4  as  the  only  person  fit  to  replace  the 
unfortunate  Charles  Smith,5  as  Clerk  of  the  Peace.  If  I  had  not  been  told  it  was 
a  part  of  my  duty  to  mention  it,  I  would  not  have  presumed  to  take  so  much  of 
your  Excellency’s  time. 

I  beg  therefore  to  join  with  Mr.  White  in  favour  of  Mr.  Roe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

_  J.  Baby. 

1  Thomas  Reynolds,  Deputy  Commissary. 

2  John  White,  the  Attorney  General. 

3  Richard  Pollard,  formerly  a  merchant  and  Indian  trader  at  Niagara,  and  in  1798  one  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase  the  island  of  St.  Joseph  from  the  Indians. 

4  Probably  Walter  Roe,  a  barrister. 

5  Killed  in  the  action  of  August  20. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HAZELTON  SPENCER. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall  7th  Septr  1794. 


I  transmit  to  you  beating  orders  for  the  raising  of  a  Company  in  the  proposed 
Royal  Canadian  Battn. 

I  also  transmit  Instructions  under  which  the  Company  is  to  be  raised. 

If  you  shall  chuse  to  raise  the  Company  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  immediately 
give  me  information  thereon,  and  in  that  case  out  of  regard  to  you  I  shall  leave  the 
Lieutenancy  &  Ensigncy  to  be  filled  at  your  discretion. — 

Should  these  Trials,  that  of  raising  four  Companies  in  Upper  Canada  succeed, 
fresh  beating  orders,  I  understand  will  be  issued  'till  the  Battalions  are  compleat. 

I  am  Sir  with  great  esteem 

Your  most  obedt.  Servant 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

A  True  Copy  from  the  original.  H.  Spencer. 

Hazelton  Spencer  Esqr. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  September  8th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Major  Campbell  having  represented  Mr.  Shefflin’s1  behaviour  to  me  in  such 
favorable  terms  I  consider  it  but  justice  to  him  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  it. 
The  Major  states  that  after  the  action  of  the  20th  in  which  Mr.  Shefflin  was,  that 
he  threw  himself  immediately  into  the  Fort,  where  he  got  the  command  of  thirty 
Canadians,  that  he  was  obedient,  zealous,  active,  useful  and  modest,  and  conducted 
himself  much  to  his  satisfaction,  and  that  he  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his 
assistance  and  service.  Since  his  return  from  the  Fort  he  has  been  exceedingly 
ill  with  the  prevailing  fever,  and  is  now  confined  to  his  bed. 

Should  any  Corps  be  formed  in  this  country  I  conceive  Mr.  Shefflin  would  be 
found  very  useful,  as  he  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  Country,  is  a  very 
good  Woodsman,  speaks  French  and  several  Indian  languages  very  fluently. 

From  the  few  Interpreters  employed  here  in  the  Indian  Department  and  those 
few  constantly  in  the  field  with  Colonel  McKee,  I  should  have  felt  myself  much  at  a 
loss  during  the  entire  summer  if  I  had  not  been  assisted  by  a  Canadian  by  the  name 
of  Peltier  who  gave  up  his  entire  time  to  me,  and  was  indeed  exceedingly  active 
and  useful.  In  my  very  limited  situation  I  have  no  means  of  making  him  a  re¬ 
compense  for  his  services  but  by  recommending  him  to  your  Excellency  to  be  paid 
as  an  Interpreter  in  case  the  Indian  Department  should  be  increased,  which  in  my 
opinion  is  very  necessary. 

I  conceive  it  highly  requisite  that  an  Interpreter  should  at  all  times  be  stationed 
here  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  assist  them  in  their  Councils  with  the 
Commandant,  and  reconcile  the  disputes  they  are  too  frequently  liable  to  get  into 
with  the  soldiers  and  inhabitants. 

1  Jacob  Schieffelin,  lieut., 'Detroit  Volunteers,  1777;  accompanied  Lieut.  Governor  Hamilton 
to  Vincennes,  1778,  taken  prisoner  and  confined  at  Williamsburg,  Va.;  made  his  escape  in  1779; 
lieut.  in  Queen’s  Rangers,  1779-80;  lieut.  and  secretary  of  the  Indian  Department  at  Detroit, 
1780-3. 
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I  should  not  have  been  able  to  attend  to  the  Indians  during  the  last  six  months, 
but  for  the  assistance  the  man  I  now  recommend  afforded  me,  He  has  been  ac¬ 
customed  to  trade  with  them,  speaks  several  languages  I  believe  very  well,  is 
zealous  for  His  Majesty’s  service,  sober  and  diligent.  He  is  well  known  to  Colonel 
McKee,  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  my  obligations  to  him,  and  to  whom  I  now  beg 
leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  for  a  further  character  of  him,  and  also  for  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  having  an  Interpreter  constantly  stationed  here,  but  particularly  at  this 
time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  September  8th,  1794. 


Sir: 

In  case  your  Excellency  should  find  it  expedient  at  any  time  to  withdraw  a  part 
of  the  Troops  from  here  and  consider  Fort  Lernoult  as  a  place  of  security,  I  beg  leave 
to  represent  to  you  the  necessity  of  having  it  put  into  an  immediate  state  of  defence, 
for  which  purpose  I  would  request  to  be  authorized  to  renew  all  the  picketting  in 
the  fraizing  which  I  began  in  the  Summer  and  also  renew  the  Abbattis  which  is 
excessively  bad.  There  are  also  some  platforms  which  require  being  renewed  but 
which  have  not  been  authorized  in  the  Commanding  Engineer’s  Correspondence 
with  Lieutenant  Adye.  I  conceive  it  necessary  to  mention  those  circumstances 
to  you  as  the  season  will  soon  close  so  as  to  prevent  any  Works. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  from  Colonel  McKee  of 
the  Quantity  of  Provisions  necessary  for  the  Indians  that  are  driven  from  their 
Villages,  and  will  judge  of  the  Propriety  of  sending  a  greater  quantity  to  this  Post 
than  was  originally  intended  for  it.  The  Consumption  for  some  months  past  has 
been  prodigious  and  I  see  no  prospect  of  its  being  lessened  during  the  Winter. 
Cattle  could  be  procured  here  and  contracted  for,  I  believe,  from  8d  to  lOd  per 
pound.  Colonel  McKee  will  no  doubt  report  every  circumstance  to  your  Excel¬ 
lency  relative  to  the  Indians  and  this  Country,  but  allow  me  to  caution  you  not  to 
credit  too  much  of  unanimity  among  the  Indians  or  of  a  Disposition  to  meet  the 
American  Army  shortly  in  the  Field.  The  numbers  now  embodied  are  not  very 
considerable,  and  I  am  apprehensive  from  their  late  conduct  are  not  much  to  be 
relied  on  in  the  defence  of  this  Country  if  it  was  to  be  again  invaded. 

I  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  Colonel  McKee  and,  divested  of  a  little  partiality 
natural  to  a  man  who  has  had  the  charge  and  direction  of  the  Indians  in  this  Dis¬ 
trict  in  which  he  has  ably  conducted  himself,  He  will,  I  am  confident,  explain  their 
present  intentions  clearly  to  your  Excellency.  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  found 
necessary  for  him  to  go  to  Quebec,  as  we  should  be  at  a  great  loss  here,  should  General 
Wayne  pay  another  visit  to  the  Fort  and  extend  his  Depredations  to  this  Settle¬ 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 


Lt.  Governor  Simcoe. 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  SMITH. 

Navy  Hall,  Septr.  8th,  1794. 
Sir: 

His  Excellency  understood  lately  that  no  steps  are  taken  by  the  Merchants 
to  quit  their  houses  at  the  Garrison,  notwithstanding  the  several  directions  that 
have  been  lately  given  to  them  for  that  purpose.  I  am  commanded,  therefore, 
to  acquaint  you,  that  unless  they  leave  their  houses  immediately,  or  within  a  very 
few  days,  they  will  be  ordered  to  be  pulled  down.  I  am,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Major  Smith  Commg.  at  Niagara. 


Navy  Hall,  Septr.  9th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Two  field  pieces,  three  pounders,  are  to  be  sent  to  Butler’s  Barracks  for  the  use 
of  the  Militia  now  quartered  there,  and  under  the  direction  of  Ralph  Clench,  Esqr. 
Major,  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  immediate  directions  to  Captain  Seward 
commanding  the  Royal  Artillery.  It  is  likewise  His  Excellency  the  Lieut.  Gover¬ 
nor’s  desire  that  a  non-commissioned  Officer  or  Gunner  should  be  sent  to  instruct 
the  Militia  men  every  day,  when  circumstances  will  admit  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Major  Smith,  Com’g  at  Niagara. 


Navy  Hall,  Sept.  10th,  1794. 
Sir: 

His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  orders  that  a  sufficient  number  of  Rank  and 
File  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers  to  complete  Lieut.  Brooking’s  detachment  to  fifty 
effective  men  be  sent  from  the  Garrison  to  Fort  Erie,  as  early  as  possible  to-morrow 
morning.  I  remain,  Sir,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Major  Smith. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  WILLIAM  CROOKS. 


Navy  Hall,  Septr.  10th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  communicated  the  contents  of  your  Letter  of  this  date  to  His  Excellency, 
Colonel  Simcoe,  immediately  after  you  delivered  it  to  me. 

The  public  service  requiring  at  this  critical  period,  that  the  Fort  of  Niagara 
should  be  placed  in  the  most  respectable  state  of  defence,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  those  houses  interfering  with  this  plan  should  be  destroyed,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
to  be  lamented  that  yours  is  amongst  them,  as  it  is  impossible  for  His  Excellency 
to  make  any  discrimination,  nor  could  he  with  propriety  exceed  his  duty  so  far  as 
to  grant  an  indulgence  to  one  person  and  not  to  another,  tho’  I  am  well  persuaded 
that  it  was  with  the  utmost  regret  that  the  order  was  given  in  the  first  instance, 
notwithstanding  the  King’s  Interest  and  the  good  of  this  Province  demanded  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 


Mr.  Crooks,  Merchant,  Niagara. 


50 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  AMERICAN  DAILY  ADVERTISER  OF  PHILA¬ 
DELPHIA,  OCTOBER  1ST,  1794. 

Lexington  (Kentucky),  Sept.  8th,  1794 

An  express  arrived  here  Saturday  evening  about  8  o’clock  with  letters  from 
the  Army,  from  which  we  have  collected  the  following  particulars. 

On  the  20th  ult.  about  146  miles  advanced  of  Fort  Greenville  the  Advance 
Guard  consisting  of  two  Companies  were  attacked  by  1,100  Indians  and  Canadian 
Militia.  The  attack  was  sudden  and  unexpected,  the  Advance  Guard  fell  back 
on  the  main  Army  and  threw  them  into  confusion,  which  occasioned  a  retreat  of 
100  paces  before  they  formed  again,  after  forming  not  more  than  two  heavy  fires 
were  exchanged  before  they  were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  which  was  instantly 
done,  upon  which  the  enemy  immediately  gave  ground,  and  our  men  rushing  forward 
with  such  impetuosity  that  the  enemy  were  dislodged  from  their  coverts,  and  the 
cavalry  taking  advantage  of  that  event  pursued  them  about  two  miles,  when  they 
dispersed.  The  action  continued  about  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  we  had  about  30 
men  killed  and  80  wounded,  among  the  former  are  Captain  Campbell  of  the  Cavalry 
and  Lieutenant  Towles  of  the  Infantry;  among  the  latter  are  Captain  Slough, 
Captain  Van  Ransallear,  Captain  Prior  and  Lieutenant  Campbell  Smith  of  the 
Federal  Army.  Seven  of  the  Volunteers  were  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  127 
scalps  were  taken  and  a  number  killed  in  the  river  that  were  not  scalped.  The 
Army  remained  three  days  on  the  ground  and  then  returned  to  Fort  Defiance,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Au  Glaize,  where  they  were  on  the  24th  ult. 

The  action  happened  within  sight  of  a  strong  British  Fort  regularly  built  and 
garrisoned  with  300  men,  between  40  and  50  miles  below  Fort  Defiance  on  the 
Maumee  of  the  Lakes. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  sent  a  flag  to  Major  Campbell,  Commander  of  the 
British  Garrison,  to  march  his  men  out  to  the  nearest  British  Post  and  give  up  the 
fort.  Both  of  these  he  positively  refused. 

The  Indians  had  5,000  acres  of  land  in  corn,  all  in  excellent  order  on  the  bottom 
of  the  river  Maumee,  a  considerable  quantity  of  which  the  army  have  destroyed. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MAJOR  BARNES. 

Quebec,  8th  September,  1794. 

You  will  please  to  inform  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  that  in  consequence 
of  his  Major  of  Brigade’s  Letter  to  me,  saying  that  without  men  can  be  sent  up, 
some  of  the  King’s  Vessels  must  be  inevitably  laid  up,  I  have  entered  and  sent  off 
yesterday  fifteen  Young  Canadians  that  have  been  employed  on  board  the  River  and 
Coasting  Craft,  which  if  distributed  on  board  the  several  Vessels  on  the  Lakes 
and  some  attention  paid  them,  of  which  I  have  told  Captain  Betton,  may  be 
made  in  six  months  to  answer  for  the  Service  of  those  vessels;  in  short  able  Sea¬ 
men  at  this  time  are  not  to  be  got,  I  send  four  by  the  same  Batteaux. 

J.  Barnes,  Q.M.G. 


To  Lieut.  D.  W.  Smith. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Septr.  9th,  [29?]  1794. 1 

My  Lord: 

I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  further  accounts  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  the 
Indians  at  the  locating  of  lands  by  this  Government  which  the  King’s  Service  re¬ 
quired  and  which  have  been  purchased  of  those  Nations,  and  I  am  therefore  to 
request  that  Your  Lordship  will  direct  the  Indian  Department  to  transmit  from 
their  Archives  the  authentic  and  original  documents  of  those  purchases  which  being 
shown  and  explained  to  the  Chiefs  may  be  returned  to  Montreal,  if  that  be  thought 
the  proper  place  of  deposit,  and  not  the  Council  Office  of  Upper  Canada. 

If  Sir  John  Johnson  be  returned  from  Europe,  I  hope  that  Your  Lordship  will 
direct  him  to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  the  settling  these  disputes,  which, 
should  they  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  unsatisfactory  state  they  seem  to  be, 
on  any  reverse  of  fortune  might  be  the  ruin  of  this  Province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

To  Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester.  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

FROM  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

10  Sepr,  1794. 
Sir: 

Agreable  to  Your  Excellency’s  request  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the 
9th  May,  1793,  I,  in  a  bark  Canoe  left  one  of  our  Settlements  in  the  North  West 
on  the  Unjigate  or  Peace  River,  Latitude  56°  9'  North  &  Long.  117°  43'.  west  from 
Greenwich,  for  the  purpose  of  penetrating  to  the  Western  Ocean.  I  followed  by  the 
Waters  of  this  River  to  their  Source,  carried  over  the  Height  of  land  which  is  only 
700  yards,  from  hence  I  continued  my  Rout  down  a  small  River  which  I  found  dis¬ 
charged  itself  into  a  branch  of  a  large  one  that  the  natives  called  Tasontoh  Tesse 
or  Taconteh  River,  we  were  carried  down  this  River  by  the  Strength  of  the  Current 
with  great  Velocity,  I  found  that  it  took  too  much  a  Southern  Course  to  bring  me 
to  the  Sea  as  soon  as  I  expected  &  from  the  best  Information  I  could  procure  judged 
it  did  not  discharge  itself  to  the  Northward  of  the  River  of  the  West,  a  Branch,  if 
not  the  whole  of  which  I  take  it  to  be.  Tho’  I  was  sensible  that  this  was  the  best, 
but  not  the  shortest  Communication  with  the  Sea — my  then  situation  could  not 
admit  of  my  taking  it,  therefore  I  returned  up  the  river  5  days  Journey,  left  my 
canoe  &  wKat  of  her  lading  we  could  not  carry  with  us  in  Latitude  53°  north  & 
Long.  122°  43'  west,  travelled  15  days  &  arrived  on  the  Western  Ocean.  The  Sea 
along  the  coast  being  much  interspersed  with  islands,  I  borrowed  a  Canoe  from  the 
Natives,  went  about  20  Leagues  out  amongst  them.  Here  I  found  myself  in  the 
Lat.  52°  23'  North  &  Long.  128°  15'  west;  from  this  I  returned  the  23rd  July  by  the 
same  Road.  I  wTent  &  arrived  safe  with  my  people,  the  24  August  at  the  place 
from  which  I  had  taken  my  departure.  Alexr.  McKenzie.2 

iThe  transcript  of  this  letter  in  the  Can.  Archives  reads  “Sept.  29,”  on  which  date  Simcoe 
was  not  at  Navy  Hall  but  at  Swan  Creek  at  the  outlet  of  the  Miamis  River.  It  would  appear 
to  be  a  mistake  either  on  the  part  of  the  copyist  for  Sept.  9,  when  Simcoe  was  actually  at  Navy 
Hall,  or  in  the  original  letter  itself.  Accordingly,  the  letter  is  inserted  tentatively  in  this  place. 

2Alexander  Mackenzie,  1755-1820,  bom  in  Scotland;  a  clerk  in  the  servicp  of  the  North 
West  Fur  Company;  traded  with  the  Indians  near  Lake  Athabasca,  1781-9;  made  a  journey  to  the 
Arctic  Ocean  in  summer  of  1789;  published  his  “Voyages  to  the  Frozen  and  Pacific  Oceans,” 
1801;  knighted,  10  Feby,  1802;  he  formed  a  rival  fur  company,  which  was  eventually  amalgamated 
with  the  North  West  Fur  Company  in  1804.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly  for  Lower 
Canada  from  the  County  of  Huntingdon  and  became  involved  in  prolonged  litigation  with  the 
Earl  of  Selkirk  from  a  dispute  arising  out  of  his  colonization  projects. 
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Not 

Sent. 

Fur 

Trade. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Niagara,  Sept.  11th,  1794. 

No.  36. 

Sir: 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  you  a  Report,  as  directed  by  His 
Majesty’s  Instructions  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  for 
Trade  &  foreign  Plantations;  &  a  duplicate  for  yourself. 

In  the  Appendix  which  accompanies  this  Report,  Letter  A,  you  will  perceive 
that  Mr.  Mackenzie  has  penetrated  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  having  crossed  this  Conti¬ 
nent  &  is  safely  returned  from  his  Expedition. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble.  Henry  Dundas.  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  11th  Septr.  1794..  Lt.  Gov.  Simcoe.  R.  6th  Novr.  No.  36 
( Two  Inclosures )  Voluminous. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL 

FOR  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS. 

Navy  Hall,  Sept.  1st,  1794. 

My  Lords: 

In  Obedience  to  His  Majesty’s  Instructions  I  am  directed  to  make  An  Annual 
Report  of  the  State  of  this  Province  to  Your  Lordships,  comprehending  therein, 
every  branch  of  Information  which  may  affect  its  Commerce,  Population  &  Culti¬ 
vation;  and  that  may  in  any  degree  elucidate  its  present  Advantages,  or  tend  to 
the  future  benefit  of  the  King’s  Dominions;  I  have  been  obliged  My  Lords,  to  post¬ 
pone  this  State  to  the  present  season,  not  only  as  I  wished  in  person  to  investigate 
the  Internal  Communications  of  the  Province,  but  as  the  substitution  of  a  Free 
&  Seperate  form  of  Government  for  this  Province  has  occasioned  a  Considerable 
Alteration  in  the  Sources  from  whence  an  accurate  Account  of  the  Population  was 
formerly  derived;  the  means  which  may  be  adopted  to  supply  this  deficiency  cannot 
hereafter  be  obtained  but  under  authorities  derived  from  the  Legislature,  and  must 
be  collected  from  the  General  Assessment  or  the  Militia  Returns  which  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  accurate  to  display  the  increase  of  a  Country  whose  seperate 
Settlements  are  now  united  in  one  most  extensive  Government.  Under  these 
Circumstances  I  offer  to  Your  Lordships  a  more  imperfect  Report  than  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  Subject  requires,  or  than  it  was  my  Intention  to  have  submitted. 

It  appears  proper  that  I  should  transmit  for  your  Information  a  slight  sketch 
of  the  Province,  sufficient  at  the  present  to  elucidate  its  General  description  and 
prior  to  a  more  enlarged  Plan  of  it  which  I  shall  furnish  Your  Lordships  with, 
whensoever  it  shall  be  properly  executed. 

I  also  beg  to  offer  a  map  compiled  under  my  own  directions  of  the  parts  of 
N.  America,  more  immediately  connected  with  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada. 

The  Fur  Trade  has  hitherto  been  the  Staple  of  Canada  &  the  protection  of  it, 
untill  the  Establishment  of  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  seems  to  have  been 
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the  primary  object  of  all  the  Military  Arrangements  and  consequent  Settlements 
in  the  Upper  Country. 

The  actual  state  and  general  importance  of  this  Trade  must  be  perfectly 
known  to  their  Lordships  by  the  very  advantageous  circumstance  in  all  respects 
of  the  Port  of  Quebec  being  the  sole  place  from  whence  its  produce  can  be  exported 
to  Gt.  Britain — My  Observations  on  this  head  will  therefore  be  confined  to  what 
may  tend  to  the  present  Protection,  or  future  encrease  of  some  of  its  branches. 

The  Trade  to  the  North  West  which  is  carried  on  by  a  powerful  and  enter- The  Trade 
prizing  Company  is  at  present  the  most  valuable  branch  of  this  Commerce  and  is  to  the 
encreasing.  Although  the  rout  of  this  Traffic  be  through  the  Province  of  Upper  4ppendbfSA 
Canada  it  is  so  far  without  the  inhabited  part  of  it,  that  I  can  offer  no  Report’ 
on  the  general  State  of  this  branch  of  the  Trade;  but  what  your  Lordships  can  better 
Collect  from  that  of  Lower  Canada. 

The  Trade  carried  on  from  Michilimackinac  which  is  at  present  the  general  To 
place  of  deposit  upon  Lake  Huron,  to  those  Rivers  which  flow  into  the  Mississippi,  Michili- 
appears  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  offering  the  greatest  probability  of  future  macmac' 
advantages. 

The  practicable  Routs  to  the  Mississippi  &  the  prospect  of  such  advantages  Appendix 
will  be  submitted  to  your  Lordships  in  the  papers  in  the  Appendix.  I  beg  leave®  &  C. 
to  submit  to  your  Lordships,  that  under  the  singular  relations  which  now  subsist  Factory  pro- 
between  Gt.  Britain,  Spain  &  the  United  States,  it  might  be  of  great  public  Ad- posed  on  the 
vantage,  If  without  exciting  the  Jealousy  of  Spain,  a  British  Factory  could  be  Mississippi, 
established  on  the  Western  Banks  of  the  Mississippi,  perhaps  opposite  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ouisconsing,  in  some  Spot  of  land  well  adapted  to  the  following 
purposes,  General  Protection,  the  building  of  Houses,  Store  Houses,  &c.,  and 
Shipping. 

The  Factory  might  be  established  on  nearly  the  plan  offered  to  my  considera-^PPem^x  D- 
tion  for  the  Miamis. 

The  Lands  of  the  Indians  might  be  purchased  by  the  Crown  with  all  due 
Solemnity,  and  an  Annual  quantity  of  Goods  to  the  Amount  possibly  of  £500 
might  be  punctually  delivered  at  Michilimackinac  by  the  King’s  Superintendant 
to  the  Agents  of  the  Factory. 

The  Factors  should  have  no  Monopoly  of  the  Trade;  their  advantages  should 
result  from  the  occupation  of  such  parts  of  the  Territory  to  be  purchased,  as  might 
not  at  present  or  in  any  future  period  be  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the  Crown  ; 

&  from  the  Influence  which  they  must  naturally  acquire  as  distributors  of  the 
Annual  presents,  which  should  be  given  to  the  Savages  for  the  Free  Passage  of 
the  British  Traders,  by  the  Fox  and  Ouisconsing  Rivers. 

The  Presents  may  be  deducted  from  the  General  Allotment  made  to  the 
Indians  &  need  not  be  Additional  to  the  annual  quantity — Means  may  be  easily 
devised  to  secure  the  annual  delivery  of  the  presents  to  the  Indians. 

The  advantages  would  be  many — a  considerable  Trade  might  be  opened 
w'ith  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  with  the  Indians — And  such  presents  as  are  suitable 
to  the  Indian  Trade,  which  the  Spanish  Government  annually  permits  to  be 
sent  from  Gt.  Britain  to  New  Orleans  would  probably  by  this  channel  of  communi¬ 
cation  operate  to  a  wider  extent  &  become  of  greater  benefit  to  the  British  Nation. 

It  is  generally  asserted,  tho’  perhaps  without  solid  foundation  that  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ohio  and  on  the  other  Rivers  which  flow  into  the 
Mississippi,  will  find  it  advantageous  to  build  Ships,  and  loading  them  with  the 
produce  of  these  Countries  send  them  down  the  Mississippi  and  sell  both  the 
Ships  and  the  Cargo  at  a  foreign  Market. 

S.P.— 5 
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The  establishment  proposed  would  effect  a  similar  purpose,  with  equal  ad¬ 
vantages  &  with  fewer  difficulties;  for  if,  as  concurrent  circumstances  seem  to 
Appendix  E  renc[er  ft  necessary,  the  Spanish  Government  should  wish  for  an  open  or  understood 
guarantee  of  her  American  Dominions  by  Great  Britain,  It  is  obvious  she  would 
rather  encourage  than  oppose  an  Establishment  on  the  Mississippi  whose  object 
should  by  no  means  whatsoever  be  the  extension  of  Territory  or  of  Force,  but 
simply  of  Commerce;  She' would  also  particularly  encourage  that  Commerce,  if  as 
is  probable,  it  would  alienate  the  Inhabitants  of  Kentucky  &  Cumberland  River 
from  the  United  States  &  render  them  totally  Independent  of  the  Atlantic  States 
for  their  Manufactures.  This  purpose  would  be  effected  by  the  British  Factory 
being  able  to  furnish  such  manufactures  in  exchange  for  the  Cotton,  Tobacco  & 
Appendix  F  other  Articles  of  Commerce  of  those  encreasing  Countries,  &  by  such  means  divert 
them  from  their  attention  to  the  forcing  of  the  passage  of  the  Mississippi,  In  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Spanish  Interests,  but  which  their  present  dependancy  on  the  United 
States  necessarily  imposes  upon  them. 

The  Intercourse  which  this  Factory  would  have  with  Kentucky,  &c.,  might 
probably  contribute  to  turn  the  Course  of  Trade  in  many  Articles  from  the  cir¬ 
cuitous  Channel  that  European  Commodities  must  take  to  pass  by  the  Gulph 
of  Florida  into  the  Mississippi,  to  the  communications  of  those  Rivers  that  inter¬ 
lock  with  Lake  Michigan,  the  Illinois  or  Ouisconsing;  It  being  by  no  means  in¬ 
credible  that  this  will  eventually  be  found  the  cheapest  rout  to  the  London 
Market,  to  the  inconceivable  benefit  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  The 
Atlantic  Governments  of  the  United  States  seem  totally  to  have  forgotten  that 
their  Colonies,  (such  may  be  considered  all  settlements  since  the  Peace  of  1783 
beyond  the  Alleganys),  in  the  room  of  continuing  the  mediums  by  which  they  are 
to  possess  the  Fur  Trade  &  other  imaginary  sources  of  wealth,  will  most  un¬ 
doubtedly  make  every  due  advantage  of  their  own  situation  &  in  the  business  of 
Commerce,  at  least,  not  sacrifice  their  interests  to  those  of  the  general  Confederacy — 

If  the  Atlantic  States  cannot,  as  seems  to  be  admitted,  subsist  without  credit, 
the  Principle  is  in  a  greater  degree  applicable  to  their  Colonists — If  it  be  the  In¬ 
terest  of  the  British  Merchant  to  give  that  Credit,  He  may  do  it  as  safely  upon  the 
returns  of  Cumberland  River  by  the  Way  of  the  Mississippi  &  the  Ouisconsing  as 
risk  it  by  those  of  James  River  in  Virginia  or  the  Delaware. 

It  is  true  the  British  Merchant  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  such  credit  to  the  one 
set  of  Planters  but  not  to  the  other. 

The  Factory  proposed  appears  to  be  an  advanced  Station  from  whence  such  a 
Commerce,  its  advantages  and  disadvantages  may  be  contemplated,  duly  com¬ 
pared,  &  properly  balanced. 

To  close  the  Observations  on  this  important  subject,  which  I  respectfully  sub¬ 
mit  to  your  Lordships’  Consideration,  I  beg  to  make  the  following  deduction,  that 
as  Kentucky  establishes  her  credit,  or  her  Capital,  she  will  in  setting  up  for  herself 
not  only  make  use  of  all  the  Commercial  advantages  she  can  obtain  from  the 
United  States,  but  she  will  extend  her  views  to  the  Fur  Trade  on  the  Western  Side 
of  the  Mississippi,  unless  some  such  permanent  Factory  on  a  greater  or  less  ex¬ 
tensive  Plan  shall  bar  the  avenues  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  River,  by  preoccupying 
the  good  will  of  the  Natives,  &  by  underselling  all  Rivals,  or  possibly  by  diverting 
the  attention  and  jealousy  of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  become  Rivals,  by 
displaying  the  advantages  that  a  more  general  &  less  precarious  Traffic  would  offer, 
between  the  Colonists  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi  &  the  British  Empire. 

It  may  be  also  worthy  of  consideration  that  if  the  credit  and  Capital  of  the 
British  Merchant  invigorates  the  Merchant  at  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  &c.,  It 
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is  evident  that  the  Merchant  of  Kentucky  derives  his  means  of  Traffic  from  the 
credit  which  those  of  Philadelphia  &c.  give  to  him,  &  he  has  no  immediate  inter¬ 
course  with  the  original  fountain  of  supply,  &  is  totally  uninfluenced  by  any  Con¬ 
nections  with  him  from  whom  he  draws  his  primary  support. 

The  basis  of  his  traffic  arises  from  the  product  of  the  original  loan  or  credit 
of  the  British  Merchants. 

It  seems  therefore  in  a  national  view,  that  the  intermediate  Agent,  the  At¬ 
lantic  American  Merchant  should  as  far  as  possible  not  be  the  medium  through 
which  British  Credit  supports  the  Inhabitants  of  Kentucky  in  his  Mercantile  or 
Agricultural  pursuits  but  that  such  a  medium  should  be  sought  for  in  a  British 
Subject,  the  Inhabitant  or  Factor  of  Upper  Canada.  By  these  means  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Kentucky,  having  a  nearer  Interest  and  more  intimate  transactions 
with  Great  Britain  through  her  Subjects,  would  naturally  be  disposed  to  support 
a  mutual  alliance  &  friendship  with  that  nation,  so  beneficial  to  both  Countries, 
so  opposite  to  the  views  of  the  popular  party,  who  awe  &  govern  their  present 
(supposed)  leaders — It  is  generally  understood  that  above  half  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Kentucky  &  the  Western  Waters  are  already  inclined  to  a  Connection  with 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  Course  of  these  observations  the  Trade  of  Detroit  next  comes  under  Detroit, 
consideration — The  War  that  has  so  long  continued  on  the  Frontier  of  this  Dis¬ 
trict  has  materially  affected  its  Commerce  with  the  Indians— in  particular  those 
on  the  Wabash  some  time  since  retired  below  a  Post  that  the  United  States  held 
at  Vincennes  &  of  course  the  produce  of  their  hunts  centered  among  those  people. 

It  is  understood  that  these  Nations  have  now  returned  to  their  former  places 
of  residence  &  that  the  Commerce  will  revert  to  its  former  Course,  unless  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States  take  Post  on  the  Miamis  River,  the  Channel  by  which 
the  most  considerable  part  of  the  Peltries  are  conveyed  to  Detroit — It  is  said  that 
in  consequence  of  the  Indian  Warriors,  who  are  the  best  Hunters,  being  so  often 
called  off  to  defend  their  Country,  that  the  encrease  of  Deer  &c.  has  been  prodigious. 

Some  Boats  are  sent  from  Detroit  to  the  River  St.  Joseph  on  Lake  Michigan 
as  well  as  to  Sandusky  &  Cayahoga,  but  their  Returns  are  of  no  great  value. 

This  Settlement  supplies  the  North  West  Annually  with  eighty  thousand 
Barrels  of  Flour,  &  the  quantity  is  encreasing. 

The  Consequence  of  Detroit  depending  on  the  Trade  it  has  hitherto  drawn  to 
itself  by  being  as  it  were  the  sole  Factory  in  this  part  of  the  Country,  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  gradually  lessening  as  other  settlements  are  forming  by  the  British  or 
United  States  in  its  Vicinity. 

In  the  Niagara  District  which  may  be  included  from  Long  Point  on  Lake  Erie  Niagara, 
to  York  on  Lake  Ontario,  the  Peltries  are  considerable,  but  in  general  they  are 
smuggled  into  the  United  States  where  the  high  price  they  bear,  added  to  the 
facility  that  a  woody  and  unsettled  Country  gives  for  contraband  Traffic,  are 
inducements  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  few  or  none  of  the  Traders  or  Factors 
resist.  The  People  of  the  United  States  are  paid  by  these  Furs  principally  for  the 
Cattle,  with  which  the  Country  is  very  rapidly  supplying  itself — They  also  smuggle 
into  the  Province  East  India  Goods,  &  frequently  those  of  British  Manufacture. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  English  Goods  of  equal  quality  are  now  sold 
at  Whitestown  on  the  Mohawk  River,  at  a  lower  rate  than  they  can  be  afforded  in  Appendix  G 
London. 

The  Settlers,  who  since  the  Establishment  of  the  Government,  have  been 
granted  lands  &  are  now  flocking  into  the  Country,  are  in  part  composed  of  Loyal¬ 
ists  and  in  general,  are  people  who  are  possessed  of  some  property  in  the  States 
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which  they  have  converted  into  Goods  or  Cattle,  as  circumstances  have  offered — 
Under  these  considerations  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  allow  persons  to  bring 
their  goods  into  the  Country,  agreably  to  an  ordinance  of  the  Province;  but  with 
an  express  proviso  against  the  admission  of  East  India  Goods,  a  Traffic  which  it  is 
presumed  cannot  subsist  in  any  degree  but  on  the  avowed  basis  of  smuggling. 
It  will  not  escape  their  Lordships,  that  apparently,  perhaps  there  does  not  exist 
a  more  injurious  effect  of  the  produce  of  a  British  Capital  operating  against  the 
Interests  of  the  British  Nation,  than  that  of  the  purchases  made  by  Pulteney, 
Hornby  and  Co.  of  the  Indian  Lands  in  the  Genesee,  yet  in  fact  its  establishment 
will  probably  be  injurious  to  the  Proprietors,  unless  they  can  carry  into  effect  a 
Traffic  with  Upper  Canada  for  the  means  of  support— For  this  purpose  a  Mr. 
Williamson,  lately  a  Captain  in  the  King’s  Service  who  has  just  established  himself 
at  Sodus,  the  best  harbour  on  the  South  side  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  clandestinely 
sent  in  an  Agent  to  purchase  Flour  &  Lumber  in  this  Province;  &  to  obviate  the 
Fort  at  the  Mouth  of  Oswego,  from  operating  to  prevent  Boats  with  contraband 
Goods  entering  the  Lakes,  a  road  of  seven  miles  is  intended  as  they  report  to  be 
cut  from  the  Falls  of  that  River  to  the  little  Sodus. 

I  apprehend  Contraband  Traffic  of  all  denominations  is  avowedly  expected 
to  be  the  result  of  these  Settlements. 

These  settlements  are  most  likely  to  promote  the  Interest  of  his  Majesty’s 
Dominions,  in  as  much  as  the  Land  Jobbers,  who  own  them,  are  at  unwearied 
pains  to  obtain  settlers,  this  circumstance  attracts  a  concourse  of  People,  who 
on  their  arrival,  finding  the  facility  with,  which  they  can  pass  into  Upper  Canada, 
a  superior  soil  &  climate,  and  obtain  Farms  which  comparatively  cost  nothing, 
frequently  emigrate  into  the  King’s  Dominions — By  these  means  lately  a  Number 
of  Loyalists,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  left  their  settlements  to  seek  a  refuge 
in  the  Western  Country  from  the  Animosities  which  still  exist  in  that  state,  dis¬ 
covered  as  it  were,  that  his  Majesty  had  Territories  of  which  they  had  not  even 
heard;  they  immediately  came  into  Upper  Canada  &  their  friends  &  Associates  are 
following  them — nor  will  this  benefit  derived  from  the  Genesees  be  momentary, 
&  decrease  as  the  King’s  lands  are  filled  up :  The  Officers  who  hold  large  Grants  in 
Upper  Canada  will  always  offer  better  terms  of  sale  to  the  Settlers,  than  it  is  possible 
for  the  Genesee  Speculators  to  afford. 

The  Furs  below  Kingston  are  generally  smuggled  into  the  United  States. 

The  Fisheries  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  are  of  no  moment,  contemplated 
as  an  Article  of  Commerce. 

The  Salmon  &  other  Fish  in  Lake  Ontario  &  the  Sturgeon  in  Lake  Huron 
&c.,  are  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  early  settlers.  It  is  possible  that  the  latter 
may  in  process  of  time  become  an  Article  of  Export. 

The  Population  of  the  Country  &  its  consequence,  the  cultivation  of  the 
lands,  are  rapidly  on  the  encrease — the  Comparison  of  the  Militia  Returns  which 
I  hope  hereafter  to  place  on  the  most  accurate  footing  will  annually  exhibit  to 
their  Lordships  its  progress. 

The  Returns  of  the  Shipping  will  shew  that  this  important  part  of  the  Wealth 
of  the  Country  is  extending  itself — to  these  are  added  the  Exports  &  imports  of 
Detroit  and  Michilimackinac. 

Under  the  head  of  general  Information,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  to  their  Lordships 
such  a  statement  of  the  local  properties  of  the  Country  as  form  the  basis  of  that 
system  which  appears  necessary  to  be  followed  for  displaying  and  improving 
its  advantages. 
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Upper  Canada  may  be  considered  as  laying  between  the  Ottawa  or  Grand 
River,  The  French  River,  the  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  their  Communications 
&  the  St.  Lawrence;  beyond  these  limits  It  does  not  appear  to  be  politick  to  extend 
the  British  Settlements. 

This  Territory  is  the  natural  station  of  the  internal  maritime  Power  of  North 
America.  A  Power,  which  if  united  and  connected  with  Great  Britain,  &  by  these 
means  possessed  of  the  Right  &  exercise  of  the  most  practicable  Communication 
with  the  Ocean  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  &  of  the  most  direct  intercourse  with  the 
Parent  State,  cannot  but  most  essentially  contribute  to  the  encrease  of  the  Com¬ 
merce  &  strength  of  the  Empire. 

The  Climate  of  this  Country  is  the  most  temperate  in  all  America ;  not  subject 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  those  Provinces  that  border  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  even 
of  those  which  lay  between  the  Erie  and  Ohio,  nor  to  the  extremes  of  heat  &  cold 
which  affect  the  more  southern  or  the  northern  parts  of  the  Continent. 

The  Parts  of  Upper  Canada  that  border  on  the  St.  Lawrence  are  particularly  Flour  the 
suitable  for  wheat,  such  also  seems  to  be  the  quality  of  the  lands  on  the  Bay  of  Staple  of 
Quinty,  and  the  settlements  that  are  laid  out  on  the  Northern  Side  of  Lake  Ontario ; 
and  there  is  but  little  doubt  in  the  due  progress  of  cultivation  that  the  Flour  of  this  "ana 
Country  will  become  a  most  valuable  Article  of  Exportation  and  its  staples. 

The  Country  of  Niagara  appears  perfectly  well  adapted  for  all  agricultural  Settlements 
purposes — This  Settlement  suffered  considerably  a  few  years  ago,  at  its  first  com-  at  Niagara, 
mencement — from  the  failure  of  its  Crops,  many  of  the  Settlers  left  the  Country 
and  emigrants  were  disheartened  from  resorting  thither. 

Since  the  Establishment  of  the  Government,  a  great  alteration  has  taken  place, 
and  this  district,  naturally  from  its  situation  of  the  utmost  importance,  is  likely 
to  become  very  populous. — from  hence  to  Detroit  bounded  between  the  River 
Thames  and  Lake  Erie,  there  is  no  Swamp,  no  Mountain,  &  the  whole  in  the 
Estimation  of  those  who  best  know  how  to  value  land,  is  capable  of  being  formed  Tobacco 
into  good  grass  or  arable  Farms.  It  is  said  that  the  climate  of  Lake  Erie,  being  indigo, 
warmer  than  that  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  will  not  afford  Wheat  of  equal  quality — 
very  good  Tobacco  may  be  produced  on  these  Lands,  &  Indigo,  tho’  of  an  inferior 
sort,  yet  sufficiently  valuable  to  bear  Exportation. 

In  every  Part  of  this  Province  there  is  no  doubt  but  Hemp  &  Flax  will  grow,  Hemp. 

&  probably  in  the  Course  of  time,  may  become  a  considerable  Article  of  Export.  ^ax- 

It  appears  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Province  that  a  variety  of  Com¬ 
munications  should  be  opened  to  connect  its  interior  and  external  advantages — 

This  point  has  been  particularly  attended  to,  &  I  proceed  to  submit  to  their  Lord- 
ships,  the  Principles  on  which  they  have  been  formed  &  such  illustrations  as  may 
be  necessary. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada  are  almost  entirely  settled  on  the  banks  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  no  great  distance  from  its  Waters;  Its  lesser  Colonies  or 
Factories  in  the  Upper  Country  were  formed  on  the  same  system. 

When  Upper  Canada  was  created  into  a  Province,  It  was  apprehended  by 
some  Merchants  that  its  Settlements  must  be  continued  in  the  same  manner,  and 
no  doubt  they  would  have  been  so  were  such  persons  to  limit  the  views  of  mankind 
by  what  they  fancy  to  be  their  Interests. — But  the  Settlers  in  Upper  Canada,  being 
of  different  habits  from  the  French  Canadians,  receded  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
as  lesser  streams  are  discovered,  the  Petite  Nation,  Rideau  and  Gannanocoui,  their 
banks  will  also  soon  become  very  populous,  affording  ready  Communications  with 
Montreal,  (the  Emporium  of  the  British  America),  by  either  the  St.  Lawrence,  or 
a  main  branch  of  the  Ottawa. — 
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The  situation  of  two  Towns  seem  to  have  been  very  properly  laid  out  in  this 
tract;  the  one  being  where  the  Rapids  end,  called  Conrwall,  &  the  other  at  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  Ship  Navigation  from  the  Lakes,  near  the  Island  of  Levy1,  named 
Johnstown. 

Kingston  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  being  the  best  harbour  for  the 
Shipping  at  this  end  of  the  Lake  &  the  place  where  the  Batteaux  from  Montreal 
resort,  must  be  a  Town  of  some  consequence;  tho’  as  it  is  incapable  of  defence  unless 
on  a  system  beyond  all  propriety,  It  cannot  under  present  circumstances  be  of 
very  great  importance — It  has  astonishingly  encreased  since  the  Establishment  of 
the  Government. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  Province  on  Lake  Ontario,  the  best  Harbour  is  that 
of  Toronto  or  York. 

A  Communication  between  this  place  &  Lake  Huron  has  been  explored  which 
may  be  of  the  utmost  commercial  and  Military  advantages  to  the  Province — It 
will  probably  be  a  more  secure  &  less  expensive  rout  than  that  of  the  Ottawa 
River  from  Montreal,  and  in  case  of  the  Cession  of  Detroit  to  the  United  States 
may  prevent  many  injuries  that  the  North  West  Traders  state  from  such  an  event. 
The  Road  to  Hollands  River  is  intended  to  be  finished  this  Autumn. 

A  Port  on  Lake  Huron  at  Gloucester  or  Matchadosh  Bay  may  become  rapidly 
of  great  importance,  in  particular  if  G.  Britain  maintains  an  intercourse  with  the 
Mississippi — this  Rout  prevents  the  necessity  of  any  reliance  on  Lake  Erie  for  a 
Communication  with  Lake  Huron,  or  even  with  Detroit. 

York  is  the  most  easily  Fortified  Post  that  I  have  seen  in  North  America,  and 
admirably  adapted  for  every  purpose  as  a  naval  Arsenal. 

By  a  road  of  two  &  Thirty  miles  thro’  an  excellent  Country  for  Agriculture, 
It  has  a  Communication  with  Hollands  River,  navigable  for  large  Boats  across 
Lake  aux  Claies  or  Sheeniong,  (now  Simcoe  in  respect  to  my  Father’s  memory), 
to  where  by  a  Portage  of  five  miles  well  adapted  for  settlement,  (as  I  am  credibly 
informed),  it  Communicates  with  a  River  which  flows  with  few  Obstructions  into 
Matchadosh  or  Gloucester  Bay. 

The  Rout  I  pursued,  followed  the  Course  of  the  River  that  empties  itself  into 
Lake  Huron.  It  has  some  Rapids  and  seven  or  eight  Portages. 

A  Calculation  has  been  made  by  Persons,  Conversant  in  this  business,  which 
will  elucidate  to  your  Lordships  the  superior  advantages  which  may  be  deduced 
from  this  Rout  between  the  Huron  &  Montreal  to  that  of  the  Ottawa  which  is  full 
of  Rapids  &  very  dangerous. 

Lake  Simcoe  is  capable  of  admitting  any  Vessels  and  its  banks  afford  birch 
of  sufficient  size  for  the  largest  Canoes,  an  Object  as  stated  to  be  of  great  import¬ 
ance  to  the  Merchants. 

It  is  evident  that  the  agricultural  part  of  this  Country  will  materially  assist 
the  Commercial,  by  the  transport  during  the  Continuance  of  the  Winter  Season 
of  the  Goods  in  sleighs  over  these  Portages  &  Lake  to  Gloucester  Bay — In  par¬ 
ticular  in  the  conveyance  of  heavy  Articles  &  Provisions — 

The  Road  to  Hollands  River  was  meant  to  have  been  opened  this  year.  It  is 
already  sufficiently  so,  for  the  families  who  intend  to  reside  there  to  go  to  their 
respective  allotments,  which  are  laid  out  in  two  hundred  acres,  adjacent  to  the 
Road,  &  bounded  by  it,  and  expressly  granted  on  the  Condition  of  absolute  occupa¬ 
tion  and  building. 

The  Crown  has  long  since  purchased  of  the  Indians  &  paid  for  permission  to 
occupy  and  settle  specific  districts  in  this  part  of  the  Country;  but  it  has  been  exe- 

i  Isle  Royale  now  known  as  Chimney  Island. 
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cuted  with  that  irregularity  which  in  the  Indian  Department  pervades  every  part 
of  its  transactions. 

Between  York  and  Burlington  Bay  there  intervenes  a  space  of  Ground  of  thirty  with 
or  forty  miles  in  extent,  unpurchased  of  the  Indians;  and  such  I  wish  it  to  remain,  Niagara“ 
both  for  their  comfort  and  as  an  ample  Magazine  for  Ship  Timber.  When  it  shall 
be  expedient,  permission  is  granted  to  cut  a  road  thro’  it,  &  to  build  a  Post  House 
where  it  may  be  proper — At  present  the  Communication  is  carried  on  in  Boats 
round  the  Lake— From  York  to  Burlington  Bay  is  nearly  half  way  to  Niagara. 

At  Burlington  Bay  commences  the  Dundas  Street,  a  Road  intended  to  join  with  the 
the  Ontario  with  the  Thames — This  road  is  forty  two  miles  in  extent,  at  nearly  Thames  by 
half  way  it  crosses  the  River  Ouse  or  Grand  River,  (which  flows  into  Lake  Erie),  Dundas 
to  which  it  is  already  made.  Street. 

Between  the  Ouse  &  Lake  Ontario  are  streams  navigable  in  Spring  and  Autumn,  With  Lake 
as  there  are  between  it  and  the  Thames  which  fall  into  the  Ouse — This  road  has  Erie 
been  made  by  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  &  is  also  to  be  laid  out  in  Lots  as  has  been  by  tbe  0use- 
afore  mentioned. 

From  the  place  called  Oxford,  &  some  miles  above  it  to  Chatham,  the  Thames,  Oxford, 
though  in  some  few  places  it  is  shallow  from  swift  Water,  which  it  is  believed  will 
easily  be  remedied,  in  general  may  be  considered  as  a  navigable  Canal — There  is  a 
border  on  its  banks  distinctly  marked  by  the  annual  floods,  which  will  afford  a 
towing  path  in  the  advanced  population  of  the  Country — In  March  last  I  passed 
down  the  River  in  four  days  to  Detroit,  Although  its  waters  had  fallen  twelve  Thames, 
feet — At  the  Spring  time  Gallies  or  Ships  of  any  dimensions  fit  for  the  navigation 
of  the  Lakes  may  be  carried  down  to  Lake  Sinclair. 

The  Capital  of  the  Country  I  propose  should  be  Established  on  the  Thames  proposed  site 
about  thirty  miles  from  Oxford  on  a  proper  situation  and  at  the  Confluence  of  the 
largest  branch  of  it ;  this  branch  is  said  to  run  a  considerable  way  into  the  Country 
and  to  communicate  with  a  River1  that  Flows  into  Lake  Huron,  as  is  supposed 
some  where  near  the  Rapid  River. 

At  Chatham  sixteen  miles  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Thames  is  a  situation  wefl<-'batbam- 
adapted  for  a  large  Town. 

The  River  is  twelve  feet  deep  from  hence  to  its  Mouth,  where  there  is  a  bar 
of  seven  feet  easily  opened  if  thought  expedient. 

An  Indian  Path  which  will  become  a  Road  will  strike  through  Chatham  from 
Point  aux  Pins  to  the  mouth  of  the  River  St.  Clair — The  River  Thames  is  settling 
with  great  rapidity  both  from  Detroit  and  from  this  quarter — A  Military  Road  is 
intended  to  be  made  from  London  the  Capital,  whenever  it  shall  be  occupied,  to 
Long  Point,  at  present  it  is  not  thought  proper  to  allow  of  settlements  towards 
Long  Point,  beyond  the  Grand  River,  as  such  settlers  would  not  be  in  the  Protection 
nor  under  the  Controul  of  Government. 

Near  Long  Point  is  the  best  adapted  situation  for  the  Naval  Arsenal  of  Lake  Long  Point. 

Erie. 

The  Speedy  means  of  uniting  the  Troops  and  Naval  Artificers  stationed  at 
Gloucester,  (or  Matchadosh)  Bay,  York  or  Long  Pt.  consequent  to  these  internal 
Communications,  must  appear  to  Your  Lordships  to  be  very  important  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  offence  or  defence. 

Wherever  His  Majesty’s  Troops  are  stationed  Towns  will  naturally  arise — 

It  seems  therefore  of  great  importance  to  select  those  Situations  which  may  best 
afford  permanent  Advantages. — Such  were  my  views  in  strenuously  requesting 
of  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  a  Corps  of  Troops  to  be  appropriated  for  Provincial 
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Purposes;  and  not  to  be  employed  in  the  Protection  of  the  Barrier  Forts — I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  form  a  system  for  their  labours  being  turned  to  benefit  of  a  more 
obvious,  tho’  of  a  lesser  Nature,  than  public  security — could  all  my  arrangements 
have  taken  place,  I  should  this  Autumn  have  established  the  Posts  I  have  detailed, 
of  York,  Gloucester,  &  Long  Point,  &  been  myself  &  the  Civil  Government  stationed 
in  London  in  Ample  Security — The  Queen’s  Rangers  would  next  year  have  been 
employed  in  facilitating  the  Communications  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  an  object  of  the 
first  importance. 

There  is  no  greater  fallacy  than  what  has  been  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon 
the  public  understanding  by  the  assertions  that  the  Trade  of  these  Lakes  must  center 
in  the  Atlantic  States  of  America  and  pass  through  their  Territories  by  various 
communications  to  Europe  rather  than  by  the  rout  of  the  St.  Lawrence — Such  is 
the  language  of  the  New  Yorkers,  (&  some  of  their  adherents  in  this  country)  It  is 
fully  refuted  by  the  Report  of  the  North  West  Company,  and  indeed  by  the  slightest 
consideration  on  the  nature  of  the  Subject — Nor,  my  Lords,  does  it  at  all  appear 
improbable,  but  that  sooner  or  later,  those  who  shall  settle  on  any  of  the  Waters 
which  flow  into  Lake  Erie  and  Huron  will  find  it  advantageous  to  resort  to  Upper 
Canada  as  the  Mart  for  British  Manufactures,  rather  than  to  the  Atlantic  States; 
&  even  become  themselves  the  Carriers  of  such  manufactures  to  all  the  Inhabitants 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  by  means  of  the  streams  which  fall  into 
these  Rivers,  and  are  only  seperated  from  those  of  the  Lakes  by  short  Portages. 

The  lessening  the  consequence  of  the  Rout  by  Niagara  appears  in  the  present 
moment  to  be  of  political  importance. 

The  Province  of  New  York,  and  all  the  United  States  to  the  Eastward,  it  is 
obvious  cannot  enter  into  competition  with  the  Inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  for 
any  of  the  Fur  Trade,  or  any  future  branch  of  Commerce  which  may  depend  upon 
the  communication  with  Lake  Huron,  the  Rout  by  Matchadosh  having  so  many 
natural  and  acquired  advantages. 

The  business  of  this  important  Rout,  and  Portages,  may  be  carried  on  at  all 
times,  and  more  especially  in  winter  by  Sleighs ;  the  Goods  may  be  received  till  the 
end  of  November  at  York,  and  passed  over  to  Matchadosh  Bay  on  the  Huron  in 
readiness  to  be  dispersed  from  thence  on  the  first  opening  of  the  Lake,  which  must 
necessarily  precede  that  of  Lake  Erie  and  Ontario,  whose  navigation  is  not  safe 
untill  the  floating  Ice  of  these  Upper  Lakes  has  respectively  passed  through  the 
straits  of  Detroit  &  the  Niagara  River,  there  is  also  generally  in  the  Spring  for  a 
month  a  strong  easterly  wind  which  retards  the  navigation  of  Lake  Erie  from 
Ontario. — To  prepare  for  the  transport  on  this  Portage  being  made  in  the  cheapest 
manner,  the  Road,  or  Yonge  Street  has  been  laid  out  as  formerly  mentioned  in 
Farm  Lots,  to  resident  occupiers,  and  on  these  terms,  it  is  nearly  located. 

Hollands  River  &  Lake  Simcoe,  according  to  the  Indians,  are  frozen  over  every 
winter  without  any  snow  laying  of  sufficient  depth  to  impede  their  passage,  or  to 
render  a  path  necessary  to  be  traced  out. 

Appendix  Q.  To  this  may  be  added  that  New  York  cannot  attain  to  Oswego  but  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  she  has  to  contend  with  the  scantiness  of  the  waters  of  the  Mohawk,  &c.,  and 
Canada  has  only  to  correct  the  redundancy  of  those  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  private  Interest  as  well  as  public  good  will  soon 
give  a  decided  preference  to  a  British  Province,  and  that  National  Capitals  will 
find  their  way  into  this  Country — The  language  at  present  held  by  the  People  of 
the  Atlantic  States,  their  ideas  of  cancelling  their  debts,  and  sequestrating  British 
property  may  effect  this  purpose — If  the  Persons  supposed  to  govern  that  Country 
cannot  prevent  a  War,  they  will  most  probably  foment  and  lead  it,  rather  than 
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risk  their  Authority  and  Pre-eminence — In  this  case,  which,  I  fear,  is  inevitable, 
should  the  blessing  of  God  prosper  his  Majesty’s  Arms,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  the  wisdom  of  the  State  will  deduce  public  benefit  from  private  calamity, 
and  use  every  effort  to  make  it  more  profitable  for  the  British  Merchants  to  employ 
their  Capitals  in  its  own  Colonies  than  in  the  invigorating  of  those  Countries,  whose 
conduct  must  have  considerably  tended  to  alienate  all  private  confidence. 

I  therefore  my  Lords,  have  looked  forward  with  great  expectation  to  see 
this  Rout  of  singular  advantage  to  the  Trade  of  the  Colony,  &  of  essential  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Public  Welfare,  as  it  will  not  leave  a  trace  on  the  minds  of  the 
People  of  New  York,  and  to  the  East  of  it,  that  they  as  individual  States  can  reap 
any  advantage  from  the  Fur  Trade,  supposing  the  Posts  were  evacuated. 

It  appears  that  the  projectors  of  New  York  talk  of  building  Shipping  on  theAPPendix  R- 
Ontario.  Their  Fur  Trade  in  all  probability  will  not  be  sufficient  to  support  the 
expence  of  a  single  Vessel. 

To  place  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada  on  solid  foundations,  I  have  always, 
my  Lords,  esteemed  it  necessary  that  its  seat  of  Government  should  be  removed 
from  all  immediate  apprehension  of  danger,  contingent  to  a  maritime  situation; 
and  that  its  Military  protection  should  depend  upon  its  difficulty  of  access  and 
interjacent  Fortresses. — I  consider  the  most  striking  advantage  that  Upper  Canada 
derives  from  nature  in  the  present  political  division  of  Empire  to  be  her  peninsular 
situation  between  three  Lakes  and  the  streights  which  seperate  them;  since  this 
position  will  ahnost  force  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  to  consider  themselves 
as  the  maritime  Power  of  interior  America.  It  also  will  lead,  by  possessing  a 
natural  &  strongly  marked  boundary  to  that  condensation  of  its  inhabitants  which 
will  give  to  them  in  point  of  strength,  a  great  superiority  over  their  neighbours,  who 
will  probably  for  ages  stretch  out  their  settlements  in  a  narrow  line  upon  the  margin 
of  the  Lakes  &  Waters  opposite  to  the  Province.  It  therefore  has  been  adopted  as 
a  principle,  so  to  form  the  place  for  future  Establishments  in  this  Colony,  as  to 
avoid  the  errors  which  the  former  Settlements  of  the  United  States  and  Canadians 
have  fallen  into;  and  to  second  those  advantages  which  nature  seems  to  have 
pointed  out;  a  central  Capital,  from  whence  should  flow  loyalty,  attachment,  and 
respect  to  the  British  Government  and  all  those  principles,  qualities  and  manners 
which  are  of  eminent  use  in  decorating  and  strengthening  such  an  attachment. 

Naval  Arsenals  on  each  Lake,  and  Roads  of  Communication  have  also  been 
traced  out  upon  this  ground  as  on  a  solid  basis  to  which  may  be  added  the  Position 
of  London  has  been  adverted  to  as  having  a  most  commanding  influence  over  the 
Indian  Nations,  provided  that  due  authority  shall  be  vested  in  the  Government 
of  this  Province  to  direct  his  Majesty’s  benevolence  &  the  public  bounty  to  effect 
this  necessary  purpose — My  opinions  on  this  Subject  I  shall  beg  to  submit  to  their 
Lordships  as  a  seperate  consideration. 

An  Object  of  the  most  material  concern  to  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  is  the 
management  of  the  Indian  Nations. 

It  is  with  the  strictest  propriety  that  considerations  on  this  subject  are  offered 
to  your  Lordships,  as  your  Predecessors  at  the  board  of  Trade  were  the  means  of 
establishing  the  present  system  of  the  Superintendant  General  of  Indian  Affairs. 

It  is  therefore  that  the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  Seventh  of  March, 

1768,  will  be  the  basis  of  the  following  Observations. 

They  wall  be  arranged  under  seperate  heads.  In  the  first  place  such  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  considered  as  were  then  practicable  and  wise  to  be  adopted,  but  which 
have  now  ceased  to  operate — the  effect  remaining,  the  cause  being  done  away. 

Secondly,  the  incompetence  of  the  present  system. 
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Thirdly  what  may  be  offered  as  an  Establishment  adapted  to  existing  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

In  the  first  place,  the  encroachments  made  upon  Indian  lands,  &  the  abuses 
of  Indian  Traders,  are  or  must  be  guarded  against  by  Colonial  Laws,  which  the 
Superintendants  cannot  prevent  from  operating  to  the  protection  or  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Country  on  the  one  hand,  nor  can  the  British  Trader 
or  Subject  infringe  on  the  other,  &  care  in  this  respect,  it  is  obvious  devolves  upon 
the  Legislature. 

By  the  Ordinance  of  Lower  Canada,  Licenses,  originally  a  Provisional,  not  a 
permanent  arrangement  are  no  longer  necessary  for  trading  with  the  Indians,  and 
if  abuses  shall  arise  from  this  indulgence,  such  must  be  corrected  by  the  influence 
&  representation  of  the  King’s  Governor  writh  the  Legislative  body,  in  modifying 
or  repealing  the  Ordinance,  and  can  in  no  respect  be  remedied  by  the  Superin- 
tendant’s  Office. 

As  no  lands  can  be  purchased  of  the  Indians  but  by  the  Consent  of  the  Governor 
or  Person  administering  the  Government  of  the  Province,  the  policy  or  impolicy 
of  such  a  measure,  as  far  as  it  regards  the  Indians  and  the  best  mode  of  conducting 
of  it,  is  the  sole  point  on  which  it  is  necessary  to  consult  the  Superintendents 
Department. 

The  considering  the  Superintendant  General  as  a  peculiar  Officer  under  his 
Majesty’s  immediate  Authority  in  contra-distinction  to  the  several  Governors  of 
the  late  Provinces,  now  the  United  States,  some  of  whom  were  chosen  by  the  People, 
is  now  done  away,  &  of  course  annihilates  an  original  ground  for  the  appointment  of 
such  an  Officer  as  a  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  lesser  duties  of  the 
Indian  Department,  The  renewal  of  Covenant  Claims,  Offices  reconciliatory  of 
differences,  disputes,  &c.,  must  necessarily  be  confided  to  the  Indian  Department, 
and  more  particularly  a  very  essential  object,  as  remarked  by  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
the  preventing  all  foreign  Influence  and  connection. 

The  necessity  of  attention  to  this  object,  is  every  day  of  greater  consequence, 
the  means  to  effect  it  grow  less.  A  Superintendant  General  possesses  none  of 
them — Secondly,  the  incompetency  of  the  present  system  is  evident  in  a  variety 
of  views. 

The  Superintendant  General,  Sr.  J.  Johnson,  resides  at  Montreal. 

The  Lords  of  Trade  properly  state  that  no  general  plan  of  policy  can  be  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  the  different  Indian  Nations,— and  it  is  most  apparent,  both  in  the 
theory,  &  the  practice  of  these  Nations,  that  their  Actions  are  not  governed  by 
system,  so  that  it  requires  perpetual  vigilance  and  Attention  upon  the  very  spot 
on  the  pressure  of  the  moment,  to  manage  the  affections  of  those  people  and  to 
lead  them  to  that  point  to  which  it  shall  be  thought  Justice  and  policy  to  direct 
them.  It  is  obvious  therefore  whatever  may  be  the  management  of  these  people, 
He  only  can  direct  it  to  such  a  Point,  who  shall  be  entrusted  by  his  Majesty’s 
Servants  with  a  knowledge  of  what  they  require  to  be  executed.  This  point  must 
be  reposed  in  the  Gonnnander  in  Chief,  who  as  such  has  the  supreme  direction  of 
the  Indian  Affairs,  and  also,  in  the  person  who  upon  the  spot  administers  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Upper  Canada — But  it  may  not  be  necessary  or  in  all  cases  prudent 
to  Confide  what  must  be  part  of  a  general  system  to  a  Superintendant  General, 
residing  in  a  distant  Province  to  be  by  him  recommended  thro’  the  Medium  of 
Letters  to  the  execution  of  his  inferior  Agents. 

Another  part  of  the  Superintendant  General’s  duty,  is  the  Supervision  of  the 
Presents  given  to  the  Indian  Nations. 
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That  such  a  Supervision  has  been  inadequate,  the  dismission  of  one  deputy 
Superintendant  for  embezzlement,  and  the  great  deficiency  in  the  Stores  of  another 
of  them  are  ample  proofs  at  this  very  moment. 

I  proceed  to  the  third  head  on  this  Subject,  what  may  be  offered  as  an  Estab¬ 
lishment  adapted  to  existing  circumstances. 

The  influence  of  the  British  Government  with  the  Indian  Nations  was  perhaps 
never  more  necessary  than  to  counteract  the  machinations  and  encroachments 
of  the  United  States,  at  once  a  most  avaricious  and  ambitious  People;  nor  is  it 
otherways  than  probable  that  this  necessity  of  maintaining  an  influence  with  the 
Indians  will  encrease  rather  than  diminish. 

The  present  moment  seems  peculiarly  adapted  for  revising  the  means  by  which 
the  Indian  Department  maintains  the  National  ascendancy  over  these  People, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  absolute  necessity,  but  as  the  change  of  Government 
in  the  Province  seems  naturally  to  require  new  Institutions  &  correspondent 
Arrangements. 

I  therefore  propose  that  this  Department  should  remain,  as  at  present  under 
the  supreme  Controul  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Governor  General,  a  perfect 
matter  of  indifference  in  which  Capacity,  but  that  the  Superintendant  General 
should  either  be  obliged  to  reside  in  Upper  Canada,  or  what  I  consider  as  a  more 
becoming  and  useful  arrangement,  that  He  remain  at  Montreal,  totally  uncon¬ 
nected  with  every  part  of  the  Indian  Department,  which  relates  to  the  Indians 
of  Upper  Canada  except,  (an  Office  of  Great  importance),  the  Supervision  of  the 
Stores  of  his  Department. 

I  propose  for  their  Lordships’  consideration  that  Colonel  McKee,  the  efficient 
Deputy  Superintendant,  be  added  to  the  Council  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada 
— That  the  Lieutenant  Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Government  in 
Council,  watch  over  the  various  concerns  of  the  Indian  Nations,  regulate  the  ex- 
pences  &  superintend  the  delivery  of  the  annual  presents — That  these  presents 
be  delivered  at  stated  times,  generally  if  possible  to  all  the  Indian  Nations — That  as 
soon  as  conveniently  it  can  be  executed,  that  a  Council  House  be  erected  forthis 
purpose  at  the  proposed  seat  of  Government,  London,  particularly  adapted  as 
central  to  the  Indian  Nations;  that  there  the  Indians  should  be  assembled  to  receive 
their  regular  presents,  with  all  due  form  &  solemnity  under  His  Majesty’s  Picture 
or  Statue;  that  they  may  be  taught  to  repose  in  security  on  their  great  Father, 
consider  him  and  not  his  Officers  or  Agents  as  their  benevolent  benefactor — That  to 
this  Fire  Place,  a  deputation  of  all  their  Chiefs  may  be  annually  invited  to  resort, 
to  reconcile  their  respective  differences,  to  receive  advice,  and  to  renew  their  Friend¬ 
ship  with  the  King’s  People,  which  they  are  sufficiently  acquainted  is  indispensable 
for  their  common  protection. 

By  placing  the  administration  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Indians  in  the  hands  of  the 
Governor  in  Council  in  the  room  of  the  Superintendant  and  Officer  commanding  the 
Troops,  it  is  evident  an  uniform  system  would  be  adopted  and  that  policy  which 
is  now  casual  and  fluctuating  would  become  as  permanent  as  possible,  not  de¬ 
pending  on  the  Life  or  removal  of  one  man,  on  the  employment  of  the  Officers,  or 
the  death  of  the  Agent:  but  an  adequate  knowledge  would  be  acquired  of  all  the 
Indian  transactions,  and  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  this  Subject, 
(of  which  Mr.  McKee  should  be  President),  would  offer  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers 
the  best  sources  of  information,  &  the  means  of  regulating  the  public  expenditure 
in  this  important  Office,  &  of  applying  it  with  the  best  possible  effect. 

A  thousand  details  croud  upon  my  mind  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  set 
forth  to  your  Lordships,  but  by  which  I  am  sure  the  public  would  be  highly 
benefit  ted. 
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I  conceive  the  very  presents  may  be  so  varied  as  to  give  a  constant  superiority 
to  British  Manufactures  in  the  eyes  of  the  Savages,  &  effectually  prevent  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  United  States  from  their  endeavors  to  supersede  us  in  this  Traffic, 
which  the  cheapness  of  some  of  their  Goods  and  our  inattention  to  the  fabrication 
of  others  may  possibly  render  successful— and  in  this  respect  our  Presents  may  be 
of  great  utility  as  samples  to  the  Indians  of  such  Commodities  for  which  in  a  certain 
degree  they  may  extend  their  Hunts  to  purchase  of  the  Merchants;  by  these  means, 
gradual  habits  of  civilization  may  be  induced  among  the  Indians,  without  pre¬ 
maturely  taking  them  from  their  hunting  State. 

The  Council  of  the  Country,  it  is  obvious,  will  have  every  interest  to  fulfill 
the  King’s  benevolence  to  the  Savages,  they  will  themselves  acquire  a  certain  in¬ 
fluence  and  weight  with  the  Chiefs  and  always  be  able  to  recommend  proper 
Agents,  interpreters  and  subordinate  Officers;  a  species  of  Men  of  the  greatest 
importance,  but  which  are  hourly  growing  more  scarce  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  Indian  Trade  having  undergone  a  material  alteration  in  its  extent,  and  in 
particular  as  the  Prisoners  who  are  adopted  by  the  Indian  Nations,  and  by  that 
mode  given  a  means  of  acquiring  an  interest  in  their  affections  &  a  knowledge  of 
their  Language,  are  now  entirely  composed  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  of  the  British  Colonies,  of  persons  who  consequently  will  promote  the 
interest  of  their  native  Country. 

Appendix  S.  The  Regulation  of  the  Indian  Traders,  when  it  shall  be  seasonable,  so  far  as  to 
restrain  those  distant  people  by  the  dread  of  some  legitimate  Authority  will  be  a 
work  of  difficulty,  but  of  the  most  absolute  necessity — The  outrages  &  misconduct 
of  many  Persons  in  that  Country  loudly  call  for  intervention,  and  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  &  communication  with  those  Countrys  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  wfithout  its  habitable  pale,  will  be  acquired  by  the  alteration  I  have 
proposed;  &  by  that  only,  can  any  arrangement  be  formed,  to  secure  private  Rights, 
&  the  Public  Justice. 

It  is  also  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  that  no  part  of  the  management 
of  Indian  Affairs,  that  can  be  prevented  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  of  doubt¬ 
ful  Loyalty,  generally  speaking  of  the  Canadians,  whether  of  Montreal  or  Detroit. 

This  alteration  can  only  be  effected  by  degrees — 

It  is  probable  that  by  the  system  of  presents  being  properly  regulated,  not 
only  the  King’s  influence  would  be  diffused  &  become  permanent,  but  that  a  very 
great  saving  might  be  made  on  the  average  of  the  sums  annually  allotted  for  the 
Indian  Department. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  bring  those  savings  to  the  public  account.  It  is  ap¬ 
prehended  that  the  best  saving  will  be  found  to  consist  in  giving  competent 
Salaries  to  the  D.  Agent  &  subordinate  Officers,  which  at  present  is  by  no  means 
the  case. 

It  would  be  worthy  of  mature  consideration  whether  a  systematic  extension 
of  Factories  on  the  Principles  which  I  have  submitted  as  proper  on  the  Mississippi, 
might  not  be  the  means  at  once  of  securing  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  by  public 
benefits  &  personal  influence,  &  of  opening  a  vast  mart  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Spanish  America,  &  those  of  the  United  States?  and  if  any  savings  can  be  made 
from  the  average  of  the  Public  Money  hitherto  allowed  to  the  Indian  Department, 
whether  the  application  of  such  to  the  system  proposed  would  not  be  an  object 
of  National  Policy,  add  to  the  strength  and  power  of  Upper  Canada,  &  by  no  means 
invalidate  that  system  which  I  must  ever  contend  to  be  the  best  policy,  of  not  per¬ 
mitting  any  agricultural  settlements  beyond  the  Peninsula  included  between  the 
three  Lakes,  namely,  Ontario,  Huron  &  Erie? 
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Perhaps  no  maxim  will  bear  less  examination  than  that,  “Trade  should  be 
left  to  itself.  ”  It  is  not  true  in  theory  nor  in  practice,  unless  on  a  limited  scale,  and 
in  petty  operations.  It  has  never  been  the  practice  of  G.  Britain,  had  it  been  so, 
the  President  Washington’s  late  Speech,  recommending  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  the  support  of  the  Indian  Traffic,  would  amply  prove  the  wisdom 
of  similar  attentions  being  paid  to  the  object  by  G.  Britain  had  it  not  been  the 
constant  Usage. 


PROPOSITION 

For  the  Establishment  of  a  staple  universal  in  respect  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Country. 

The  great  object  to  which  the  wisdom  of  Government  ought  to  be  applied 
is  to  furnish  the  Inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  with  sufficient  cash  or  a  proper 
medium  that  shall  supply  those  deficiencies  which  necessarily  occur  between  the 
bartering  of  the  product  of  the  Earth  for  the  Manufactured  Goods  of  Great  Britain, 
the  exclusive  subjects  of  exchange. 

The  product  of  the  Earth,  which  forms  the  Staple  of  Upper  Canada  must  be  Appendix  T. 
Wheat — The  necessity  of  this  medium  is  evident  in  every  commerce  of  Life;  it 
has  been  of  late  the  subject  of  much  investigation  in  this  Colony  in  what  manner 
it  may  be  procured  to  public  advantage — this  investigation  has  arisen  from  the 
Government  being  desirous  to  purchase  the  supplies  for  the  King’s  Troops  from 
the  Settlers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the  general  Agriculture  of  the  Colony, 

It  was  found,  or  supposed,  that  the  Merchants  were  the  only  people  of  suffi¬ 
cient  responsibility  to  ensure  the  necessary  supplies — This  Opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
missaries  limited  the  Market;  a  late  Contract  now  done  away,  appearing  still  more 
to  straiten  the  market,  was  most  respectfully  complained  of  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  represented  by  me  to  the  King’s  Ministers.  The  Grievance  con¬ 
sisted  in  the  universal  necessity  of  barter  having  introduced  among  the  Merchants 
the  custom  of  their  issuing  their  own  notes  as  current  cash;  &  by  the  direct  or  in¬ 
direct  Means  by  which  these  Gentlemen  obtained  the  supply  of  the  Garrisons, 
they  would  receive  no  flour  but  in  such  quantities  as  they  chose  from  their  own 
customers  &  debtors,  paying  them  for  it  in  goods  to  which  they  affixed  the  Price, 
or,  on  their  own  Notes,  payable  only  on  the  10th  of  October. 

Hence  the  Flour  Merchant  stipulated  to  the  Farmer  the  price  which  he  should 
receive  for  his  Flour,  &  that  which  he  should  give  for  the  Goods  he  was  compelled 
to  take  in  barter. 

.X&e  necessity  of  a  paper  Currency,  where  there  is  not  sufficient  Gold  or  Silver, 
is  most  obvious — but  the  American  Colonies  having  misused  such  a  medium  of 
commerce  and  converted  what  might  have  been  a  general  benefit  into  Public 
injury,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  at  present  binding  on  the  Province  of  Upper  Can¬ 
ada,  no  emission  of  this  kind  can  be  legally  made. 

The  late  Appointment  of  an  Agent  for  all  purchases  in  this  Province  which  are 
to  be  made,  under  certain  restrictions  has  given  universal  satisfaction. 

The  Public,  confiding  that  the  advantages  derived  from  the  supplying  of  the 
King’s  Troops,  will  no  longer  be  monopolized;  that  Store  Supplies  will  be  received 
in  as  small  quantities  as  practicable,  and  as  far  as  this  market  shall  go,  that  Gold 
or  Silver  or  its  equivalent,  will  be  paid  for  the  price  of  labour — It  is  therefore,  at 
this  moment,  that  with  peculiar  propriety  I  offer  most  respectfully  for  their  Lord- 
ships’  consideration,  ideas  which  embrace  a  variety  of  circumstances  useful,  I 
trust,  to  the  internal  prosperity  of  this  Province,  &  to  the  encreasing  power  of  the 
British  Empire. 
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The  improvement  of  the  Navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  to  the  British  Empire  in  America — the  facility  or  difficulty  of  its  transport 
influences  the  relative  cheapness  or  dearness  of  the  Commodities,  which  are  ex¬ 
ported  or  imported. 

The  Communication  between  Kingston  and  Montreal  is  carried  on  by  means 
of  Batteaux  belonging  to  the  Merchants,  or  hired  of  them,  they  receive  a  most 
extravagant  price  on  either  mode  of  freightage — to  lessen  the  burden  therefore 
would  be  an  object  of  great  public  Utility. 

It  appears,  therefore,  to  preclude  the  advantages  derived  from  the  purchase 
of  Flour  for  the  King’s  Troops  or  Garrisons,  becoming  a  monopoly  of  the  Merchants 
who  are  also  Millers,  Landowners,  Mortgagees  or  retailers:  to  obtain  a  circulating 
Medium  in  money  or  its  value,  &  to  reduce  the  Transport  on  the  St.  Lawrence  may 
be  reckoned  as  three  distinct  and  important  objects,  in  which  the  Welfare  of 
every  individual  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  is  particularly  concerned,  on 
which  its  general  prosperity  depends,  &  with  which  viewed  in  its  political  Relations 
with  Great  Britain,  are  connected  the  welfare  and  Strength  of  the  Empire  beyond 
all  powers  of  calculation. 

It  is  most  certainly  with  great  doubt  &  hesitation  that  I  offer  to  your  Lord- 
ships  the  means  of  promoting  these  Objects.  Should  each  distinct  head  be  seper- 
ately  contemplated,  It  must  embrace  a  multiplicity  of  views.  I  am  therefore 
diffident  when  I  state  an  Opinion  that  these  distinct  objects  may  be  combined 
in  one  system  of  Operation — Since,  however,  I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  his  Majesty 
to  propose  to  your  Lordships  what  I  believe  may  advance  his  Interests,  I  hesitate 
not  to  submit  to  your  Knowledge  &  superior  information,  to  your  more  ample 
means  of  investigation,  and  general  judgement,  what  comparatively  may  have 
been  conceived  on  partial  considerations. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  state  that  during  the  late  war,  being  in  Virginia, 
I  was  so  forcibly  struck  with  the  advantages  derived  to  that  Colony  from  the 
use  of  notes  on  the  receipt  of  Tobacco  as  a  circulating  medium  that  I  have  ever 
since  retained  the  strongest  impression  of  its  Utility.  I  have  been  lately  informed 
that  Brissot,1  the  Frenchman,  had  adopted  similar  ideas  from  the  same  observations. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  purposes  hereafter  specified. 

That  this  sum  should  be  replaced  to  Great  Britain,  if  thought  expedient  by 
the  produce  of  a  sale  of  part  of  the  Lands  bordering  on  Lake  Erie — that  the  sum 
of  money  so  to  be  raised  should  be  vested  in  certain  Trustees,  That  these  Trustees 
should  be  the  Members  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Councils,  &  others  of  the 
principal  Inhabitants. 

That  under  the  Superintendance  of  these  Trustees,  regulations  and  rules  should 
be  formed  for  the  improvement  of  the  manufacture  of  flour,  the  staple  commodity 
of  his  Majesty’s  Province  of  Upper  Canada. 

That  so  soon  as  circumstances  shall  admit  no  other  Flour  shall  be  purchased 
by  the  Agent  or  Commissaries  but  such  as  shall  be  manufactured  agreably  to  the 
above  mentioned  regulations  &  rules. 

That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Exportation  of  Flour,  a  principal  Storehouse 
shall  be  built  below  the  Rapids  of  the  Town  of  Montreal,  &  other  receiving  Houses 
at  the  termination  of  the  navigation  of  the  several  Lakes  and  Communications — 
That  a  principal  Flour  Inspector  shall  reside  at  Montreal  with  an  adequate  Salary; 
that  inferior  Inspectors  shall  be  appointed  at  the  other  Posts — that  these  Inspectors 

i  J.  P.  Brissot  de  Warvifle,  author  of  “New  Travels  in  the  United  States  of  America  per¬ 
formed  in  1788,”  tr.  from  the  French,  London,  1792. 
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shall  be  duly  sworn  after  proper  examination  to  admit  or  condemn  any  Flour  that 
may  be  offered  to  them — That  the  Flour  be  transported  across  the  Lakes  in  the 
King’s  Vessels  in  preference  to  all  other  Merchandise  at  a  given  price,  the  average 
of  which  must  fall  on  the  owner,  in  proportion  to  the  distance  of  transport. 

The  Merchant  Vessels  are  encreasing  &  are  more  than  adequate  to  the  back 
carriage  of  the  Peltries  &  Furs. 

That  for  every  Flour  Barrel  received,  a  Note  be  issued  payable  in  Gold  or 
Silver  on  demand  at  stated  periods — That  these  Notes  be  made  a  legal  tender  in 
all  Taxes. 

That  the  Company  contract  on  the  Average  Price  of  the  three  or  four  last 
years  to  bring  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence  all  Government  Stores  in  Batteaux  & 
constantly  to  keep  in  readiness  as  many  Batteaux  as  shall  be  necessary  for  military 
Services  on  the  Communications  between  Kingston  and  Montreal — their  profits 
arising  from  the  back  conveyance  of  Flour. 

The  result  will  be  as  formerly  has  been  shewn,  of  infinite  importance  to  the 
Colony,  first  in  providing  for  the  consumption  of  its  Staple,  secondly  in  giving  it  a 
certain  medium  of  exchange  instead  of  the  Merchants’ Notes,  whose  excess  cannot  be 
regulated  or  regulate  itself,  whose  modes  of  payment  are  not  unconditional, 
diminishing  at  once  the  security  of  the  Public,  &  contributing  to  private  extorsion 
— and  thirdly,  by  the  means  of  possessing  the  back  carriage,  It  will  lessen  the  in¬ 
convenience  of  its  remote  situation  from  the  Ocean,  &  it  is  probable  that  the 
proposed  Company  may  find  it  their  Interest  to  augment  their  Batteaux  so  as  to 
lower  the  price  of  Freightage  on  the  importation  from  Montreal  to  Kingston. 

In  respect  to  the  Interest  of  the  Empire  at  large,  it  will  render  the  victualling 
of  the  Army  cheap  &  certain,  It  will  gradually  provide  for  the  supply  of  all  our 
West  India  possessions,  It  will  render  the  Agriculture  of  the  Province  fully  com¬ 
petent  to  the  utmost  extension  that  so  necessary  a  Market  as  that  of  Flour,  pre¬ 
carious  in  a  limited  view,  but  certain  in  the  widest  range,  may  be  capable  of  em¬ 
bracing,  &  what  is  perhaps  of  very  great  moment,  of  providing  for  all  those  persons 
who  shall  inhabit  on  the  banks  of  the  Lakes  or  rivers  which  flow  into  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence — certain  means  of  exchanging  their  produce  for  British  Goods;  It  cannot 
fail  of  conciliating  their  affections,  &  insensibly  connecting  them  with  the  British 
People  &  Government. 

The  British  Consuls  may  have  instructions  constantly  to  communicate  with 
the  Company  the  various  means  of  rendering  the  Flour  suitable  to  the  Markets 
of  the  respective  Countries  in  which  they  reside— a  strict  and  just  attention  to  the 
quality  of  the  Commodity  may  ensure  that,  Trade  which  the  United  States  are  now 
losing,  not  more  from  the  failure  and  inferiority  of  the  lands,  than  from  the  Want 
of  principle  in  the  Manufacturers;  and  Montreal  may  become  in  a  few  years  the 
seat  of  the  most  extensive  and  useful  commerce  to  the  Parent  Country. 

I  have  thus,  my  Lords,  offered  to  your  consideration  some  observations  on  a 
Subject  of  great  extent  and  magnitude — I  am  perfectly  aware  that  what  has  been 
said  on  other  points  may  appear  on  the  present  that  I  am  too  sanguine  in  my  ex¬ 
pectations.  It  is  true  my  Lords,  that  this  is  a  new  Country,  but  the  Inhabitants 
are  not  a  new  People — they  will  be  attached  to  the  British  Government  or  hostile 
to  it  by  the  result  of  their  own  comparison  and  investigation. 

It  is  therefore  that  at  its  outset,  I  have  been  so  extremely  anxious  that  since 
it  enjoys  the  British  Constitution,  it  should  participate  of  all  the  benefits  which 
flow  from  it;  that  those  who  may  not  see  the  necessity  and  immense  advantage 
of  experience  in  the  forms  of  Government  to  preserve  the  substance  of  its  prosperity, 
may  be  attached  to  it  by  the  undisturbed  possession  of  present  benefits  and  the 
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prospect  of  future  advantages  for  their  families,  an  Object,  my  Lords,  of  greater 
consideration  perhaps  with  the  American  Settlers  than  any  class  of  men  whatso¬ 
ever,  and  although  since  I  was  honored  by  his  Majesty  with  the  Government  of  this 
Province,  a  most  calamitous  war  has  necessarily  prevented  those  Establishments 
which  it  is  probable  would  otherwise  have  been  allotted  by  the  King’s  Ministers 
for  its  protection,  and  advancement;  and  neglect  has  most  unhappily  for  the 
interest  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Public  attended  my  representations  on  another  most 
practicable  point,  which  I  then  from  experience  thought  of  great  moment  and  which 
becomes  every  day  of  encreasing  consequence,  yet  if  your  Lordships  shall  consider 
any  observations  in  this  Report  as  worthy  of  your  attention,  I  am  earnestly  and 
humbly  to  hope  I  may  be  believed,  that  there  is  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  con¬ 
sistent  with  practicability,  in  the  carrying  of  them  into  execution. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  found  time  amidst  many  duties,  to  have  made  this  Dis¬ 
patch  more  correct  &  worthy  of  your  attention;  but  the  circumstances  of  the 
instant  when  an  enemy  has  approached  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Province  naturally 
press  upon  me  to  offer  to  your  consideration  those  Ideas  which  I  had  maturely 
formed  for  the  King’s  Interest,  as  otherwise  it  may  never  be  my  lot  to  submit  them 
for  your  Lordships’  information  &  my  own  satisfaction,  that  in  no  part  have  I 
been  unmindful  of  his  Majesty’s  Instructions  or  my  private  duty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c., 

J.  Graves  Simcoe, 

Lt.  Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 

To  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  for  Trade  & 
foreign  Plantations. 

After  the  present  Report  has  been  collected  for  the  Information  of  your 
Lordships,  Mr.  Mackenzie  of  the  Northwest  Company,  who  had  formerly  pene¬ 
trated  thro’  the  back  parts  of  this  Country  to  the  Northern  Sea,  has  arrived  at  this 
place  from  his  journey  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

He  describes  the  communications  between  upper  Canada  &  this  Ocean  to  be 
practicable,  similar  methods  being  pursued  by  w'hich  the  Northwest  Company 
have  already  extended  their  factories  over  the  internal  Parts  of  the  Country. 

The  height  of  the  land  between  the  Peace  River  which  he  ascended  to  its 
source  &  branches  of  the  great  River  which  he  supposes  to  be  the  River  of  the 
West,  not  being  more  than  seven  hundred  Yards. 

The  Traffic  which  may  be  carried  on  by  this  rout,  will  undoubtedly  strike 
your  Lordships  as  a  matter  of  great  importance,  but  it  appears  from  the  observa¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  McKenzie  who  seems  to  be  as  intelligent  as  he  is  adventurous,  That 
to  carry  on  this  Commerce  to  National  Advantages,  the  priviledges  &  rivalship, 
the  claims  &  monopoly  of  great  commercial  Companies  must  be  reconciled  &  blended 
in  one  common  Interest. 

His  Observations  on  this  head  which  particularly  attracted  my  attention 
were  that  the  most  practicable  Rout  to  the  Northwest  was  thro’  the  territories 
of  the  Hudsons  Bay  Company,  that  by  this  rout  from  Great  Britain  all  the  Navi¬ 
gation  from  Montreal  thro’  the  Chain  of  Lakes  &  their  immense  Communication 
&  its  consequent  Carriage,  would  be  saved,  but  that  on  the  other  hand  the  people 
of  Canada  being  infinitely  more  capable  of  the  hardships  of  the  Indian  life,  &  all 
the  vicissitudes  &  dangers  incident  to  the  Trade,  than  Europeans,  from  thence, 
must  draw  those  supplies  of  men  without  which  It  would  not  be  possible  to  pursue 
the  Commerce. 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


69 


The  Northwest  Traders  would  find  it  their  Interest  to  collect  all  the  most 
valuable  of  the  Furs,  now  brought  from  the  Interior  parts  of  America,  &  to  pass 
them  down  the  streams  which  fall  into  the  Pacific  Ocean — &  this  Mr.  McKenzie 
says  they  could  do  with  much  less  Expence  &  difficulty  than  bringing  them  thro’ 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

In  respect  to  the  Valuable  Furs  on  the  Coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  His  ideas 
are  that  a  Post  at  Cooke’s  River  &  another  at  the  Southerly  limit  of  the  British 
Claims  would  probably  secure  the  whole  Traffic,  &  as  this  cannot  be  done  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  conciliating  the  affections  of  the  natives,  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  habits  of  a  people  long  accustomed  to  the  manners  &  disposition 
of  the  Indians,  will  be  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  promote  so 
desireable  a  purpose;  the  Crews  of  Trading  Vessels  seem  by  no  means  fit  for  this 
traffic  &  the  Russians  have  severely  felt  their  ignorance  of  its  Customs. 

The  East  India  Company,  who  possess  the  Privilege  of  the  Chinese  Market, 
It  is  to  be  presumed,  would  find  the  Utility  of  these  Establishments  &  he  seems  to 
apprehend  the  diminution  of  the  Quantity  of  Silver  sent  by  China  in  Consequence 
of  the  encrease  of  the  Fur  Trade  would  be  a  national  advantage. 

The  Knowledge  that  by  Hudson’s  Bay  the  rout  is  practicable  &  most  con¬ 
venient  not  only  to  the  further  Lakes  but  to  Lake  Superior,  may  be  of  importance 
to  Great  Britain,  as  a  maritime  Power — &  possibly,  in  the  case  of  necessity,  might 
be  of  consequence  to  the  safety  of  Upper  Canada. 

I  have  obtained  for  their  Lordships’  information,  a  Summary  of  the  rout 
which  Mr.  McKenzie  followed. 

Return  of  Private  Vessels,  Province  of  Upper  Canada. 
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Sloop  Detroit . 

Askin,  Meldrum  & 

Huron 

Park . 

65 

4 

4 

6 

Michigan'i 

Sloop  Beaver . 

North  West  Company. 

45 

5 

4 

6 

Sloop  Arabaska . 

North  West  Company. 

40 

4 

4 

6 

Sloop  Industry . 

James  Baby . 

23 

3 

4 

Sloop  Speedwell . 

J ohn  Richardson . 

24 

3 

6 

Schooner  Swan . 

James  May . 

30 

3 

4 

Schooner  Weazel . 

J  ohn  Askin . 

16 

3 

4 

Superior 

Sloop  Otter . 

North  West  Compy. . . 

75 

Schooner  Lady  Dor- 

Chester . 

Hamilton,  Todd,  Ellice 

&  Co . 

87 

8 

8 

8 

Schooner  Governor 

Simcoe . 

Hamilton,  Todd,  Ellice 

Ontario 

&  Co . 

87 

8 

8 

8 

Schooner  York ' . 

Francis  Crooks . 

66 

5 

6 

6 

Sloop  building  near 

Kingston . 

abt.  40 

The  Polly,  building  in 

the  Bay  of  Quinty .  . 

abt.  20 

l  Sometimes  called  the  York  Packet. 


S.P.— 6 
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FROM  WILLIAM  CROOKS  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Niagara,  10th  September,  1794. 
Sir: 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  trouble  you  on  the 
present  occasion  but  presuming  and  hoping  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
excuse  it  I  beg  leave  through  you  to  state  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency 
Colonel  Simcoe  my  situation  at  this  place,  the  loss  I  must  necessarily  suffer,  and 
the  distress  I  shall  be  thrown  into  should  a  rigid  observance  of  His  Excellency’s 
orders  communicated  through  Lieutenant  Hill,  be  necessary  on  my  part. 

The  house  I  now  occupy  I  purchased  of  Mr.  Hamilton  two  years  ago  for  £400. 
This  I  conceive  will  be  a  total  loss,  for  it  is  not  worth  removing — the  property  in 
it,  consisting  chiefly  of  merchandise,  will  also  suffer  greatly  by  removing  from  a 
place  of  safety  to  a  very  unsafe  and  in  fact  no  place  at  all,  for  although  I  have  a 
house  on  the  opposite  side,  I  cannot  command  it,  as  it  was  built  and  is  let  for  a 
tavern  for  the  accommodation  of  the  country  for  three  years.  I  have  also  a  store 
there  but  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  contain  the  property  in  it — exclusive 
of  what  I  have  here,  which  amounts  to  £2000  Stg.,  and  a  cargo  of  equal  value  from 
England,  now  on  board  the  York.  I  have  ever  since  the  publication  of  the  first 
of  His  Excellency’s  orders  on  this  subject  been  endeavouring  to  contract  with 
Carpenters  to  erect  me  a  house  but  in  vain.  What  therefore  to  do  in  this  situation 
I  know  not  nor  how  to  dispose  of  the  property  in  my  hands.  Trusting  that  it  is  not 
His  Excellency’s  wish  that,  I  or  any  of  His  Majesty’s  subjects  should  suffer  any  loss 
by  a  precipitate  removal,  I  presume  to  solicit  His  Excellency’s  permission  to  re¬ 
main  until  I  can  provide  a  house  for  the  reception  of  my  property  and  the  accomo¬ 
dation  of  my  family  on  the  opposite  shore. 

I  am  with  great  respect,  &c. 

W.  Crooks.1 

Major  Littlehales,  &c.  &c. 

Navy  Hall. 


FROM  DAVID  SHANK  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 


Niagara  Fort,  11th  September,  1794. 

Sir: 

I  have  to  report  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
that  Williams  and  Clark2  have  been  brought  in  here  by  the  Indians.  Sansbury2  it 
seems  they  could  not  come  up  with,  having  no  provisions  to  enable  them  to  continue 
any  longer  the  pursuit.  They  behaved  however  remarkably  well.  Their  Chief 
refused  Williams’s  watch  and  money  to  let  them  go.  I  have  ordered  the  Indians 
20  Dollars  and  recommended  them  to  Colonel  Butler  for  some  provisions. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


Major  Littlehales. 


David  Shank, 
Capt.  Commanding  Q.  R. 


1  William  Crooks,  1776-1836,  born  at  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  came  to  Canada  in  1792;  a 
merchant  and  trader  at  Fort  Niagara  and  Niagara;  commanded  a  flank  company  of  the*4th 
Lincoln  Regt.  at  Queenston  and  Lundy’s  Lane. 

2  Probably  deserters  from  the  5th  Regiment. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 


Private. 

Niagara,  Sepr.  11th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  at  this  moment  I  am  setting  off  for  Detroit,  the  D. 
Agent,  Mr.  McKee  has  written  to  me  that  in  consequence  of  Ld.  Dorchester’s 
Orders,  He  is  on  his  way  to  Quebec  upon  the  business  of  his  department. 

This  Gentleman’s  leaving  the  Country  at  this  particular  crisis,  which  I  almost 
presume  was  not  expected  by  Ld.  Dorchester  may  be  particularly  injurious  to  the 
King’s  interests,  the  Indians  may  disperse  &  all  my  Hopes  of  reuniting  them  (my 
present  business)  may  be  lost  &  it  justifies  the  many  statements  I  have  made  to 
you,  Sir,  that  I  either  as  Civil  Governor  or  commanding  the  King’s  Troops  must  be 
the  Channel  of  Communication  between  the  Commander  in  Chief  &  the  Indians  & 
all  other  Departments,  no  man  at  nine  hundred  miles  distance  can  possibly  pretend 
to  foresee  the  transactions  which  may  or  may  not  render  it  necessary  for  those 
upon  the  Spot  to  suspend  General  Orders  on  particular  Emergencies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect  Respect,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient 

Servant, 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  11th  Sepr.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  13th  Deer. 
Private. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  WILKINS  DATED  AT 
PITTSBURGH,  SEPTEMBER  12,  1794. 

This  instant  there  are  recent  accounts  from  Le  Boeuf  and  Fort  Franklin — 
they  are  almost  certain  of  a  war  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians.  Every  one  re¬ 
presents  the  conduct  of  individuals  of  them  as  extremely  insolent  and  arrogant. 
It  is  said  by  the  man  who  came  from  Fort  Franklin  that  there  are  twelve  or  fifteen 
Indians  from  Sandusky  lying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  being  peaceable,  but  supposed  to  be  waiting  the  result  of  the  treaty  to 
commence  hostilities,  and  to  influence  others  to  join  them.  Should  they  go  to  war, 
preparations  should  be  made  to  support  the  garrison  at  Le  Boeuf. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CAPTAIN  DENNY  COMMANDING 
AT  LE  BOEUF,  DATED  SEPTEMBER  4. 

On  the  10th  ult.,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cussewago  was  fired  on  by  a  party 
of  Indians  within  150  perches  of  the  house,  and  received  three  wounds,  but  escaped 
and  is  likely  to  recover.  I  was  informed  of  it  the  day  following  and  received  a 
pressing  requisition  for  assistance.  To  prevent  the  settlement  breaking  up,  I  sent 
a  party  of  twelve  men,  including  a  non-commissioned  officer,  with  orders  to  afford 
all  the  assistance  and  protection  they  could. 

(Printed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  20  September, 
1794.) 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  September  12th  1794. 

No.  37. 

Sir: 

The  very  great  Importance  which  I  have  always  attached  to  the  occupying  of 
a  central  situation  for  the  seat  of  Government  in  respect  to  the  management  of 
the  Indian  Nations,  separate  from  all  other  considerations,  is  hourly  and  imminently 
confirmed;  It  was  therefore,  Sir,  with  a  certain  degree  of  satisfaction  that  I  received 
your  intimation  dated  March  16th  “that  Lord  Dorchester  had  received  his  Majesty’s 
Instructions  without  delay  to  raise  two  Provincial  Battalions,  which  when  corn- 
pleated  might  allow  me  to  occupy  the  scite  fixed  upon  for  London.”  On  the  30th 
of  April  I  submitted  to  his  Lordship  the  propriety  of  raising  four  Independent 
Companies  to  connect  The  French  &  English  Interests,  naming  the  persons  most 
proper  to  command  them  &  the  Garrisons  which  in  case  of  War  they  might  occupy — 
and  also  my  belief  that  three  hundred  men  might  possibly  be  raised  from  the 
McDonnell’s  of  Glengary,  under  their  own  Officers  ready  to  act  where  his  Lordship 
should  think  proper  (they  live  at  the  extremity  of  this  Province  and  near  to  Mont¬ 
real). 

On  the  first  of  July,  in  answer  to  a  Letter  of  his  Lordships  dated  the  29th  of 
May  containing  the  Kings  Orders  for  raising  Provincial  Corps,  I  transmitted  to 
him  the  names  of  such  Officers  agreeably  to  his  directions  whom  I  thought  most 
proper  for  Commissions  in  the  Regiments  then  to  be  raised,  but  particularly  speci¬ 
fying  that  the  Canadians  of  Detroit  might  be  obtained  if  their  Services  were  to 
be  limited  to  four  or  five  years,  and  that  they  were  not  to  be  removed  far  from  the 
places  of  their  Residence. 

On  the  7tli  of  September  I  received  his  Lordships  Commands  to  nominate  such 
Officers  as  I  thought  likely  to  raise  the  men  for  four  Companies;  to  be  succeeded 
by  others  as  these  should  be  compleated. 

His  Lordship  in  his  Instructions  having  limited  the  Bounty  to  seven  Guineas  a 
man,  the  Commissions,  to  the  depending  upon  forty  men  being  approved  of  at 
Montreal,  the  rendezvous  for  both  Provinces,  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  observe, 
that  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  success,  as  the  Kings  Troops  give  a  higher  bounty  for 
vagrant  people;  and  the  Settlers  will  not  be  encouraged  by  the  leading  persons  of  the 
Province  to  leave  it — especially  at  their  first  Enlistment  and  this  in  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  manner  will  be  applicable  to  the  Canadians  of  Detroit — Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  I  shall  avail  myself  if  war  be  commenced,  of  the  powers  of  my  commission 
as  administering  of  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada  and  raise  troops  for  its  defence 
wheresoever  I  can  obtain  them,  trusting  I  shall  be  fully  justified  in  offering  the 
Bounty  given  by  the  Kings  Forces — The  not  allowing  American  Rank  and  half 
pay  to  the  Provincial  Corps,  I  am  convinced  was  very  injurious  to  the  Kings 
Interests  in  the  late  War;  and  without  any  adequate  reason,  that  I  can  devise,  the 
measure  will  not  promote  it  at  the  present  crisis. 

In  stating  to  you,  Sir,  such  steps  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  in  case  of 
Hostilities,  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  stand  acquitted  by  you  of  deviating  in  the  least 
degree  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  Instructions  which  I  have  from  time  to  time 
received  from  you  to  prevent  as  far  as  my  conduct  shall  have  weight,  giving  any 
occasion  to  those  whose  views  are  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  this  heavy  Calamity 
and  which  must  be  particularly  injurious  to  the  Establishment  of  this  Province, 
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in  which  I  have  placed  my  hopes  of  being  considered  as  a  useful  Servant  to  my 
King  and  Country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble.  Henry  Dundas  &c.,  &c. 

P.S.  I  enclose  the  last  accounts  from  the  Miamis,  whither  I  shall  immediately 
Proceed. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  12th  Sep.  1794.  Lt.  Gov.  Simcoe  R.  18  Deer. 
No.  37  One  Inclosure. 


MEMORANDA  BY  LIEUT.  WM.  MAYNE  ON  THE  EXPEDITION 
TO  DETROIT,  TURTLE  ISLAND,  FORT  MIAMIS,  &c. 


Sept. 

1794. 

12th.  Left  Niagara,  arrived  at  Chippawa. 

13th.  Arrived  at  Fort  Erie.  Colonel  Simcoe,  Major  L.  and  Mr.  White1  arrived 
there  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

14th.  Detained  at  Fort  Erie  by  contrary  winds. 

15th. 

16th. 

17th.  “  “  “  “  Crossed  River  to  the  Black  Rock. 

18th.  “  “  “  “  Mrs.  Simcoe  sailed  for  Kingston 

with  Captain  McGill. 

19th.  Sailed  from  Fort  Erie  on  board  the  Dunmore  with  Mr.  Brooking,  Mr.  Graham, 
Mr.  Penfold,  Foster  and  Tickle.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  sailed  on  board 
the  Ottawa  with  Colonel  McKee,  Captain  Seward  and  Mr.  Selby  in  Company, 
also  a  merchant  sloop.  8  o’clock  in  the  evening  the  wind  came  round  to 
West,  quite  contrary.  Lost  sight  of  the  Ottawa’s  light.  Wind  freshened 
so  much  that  at  4  am.  we  put  back  for  Fort  Erie.  We  were  in  sight  of  Long 
Point  at  sunset  in  the  evening. 

20th.  Arrived  at  Fort  Erie  about  11  o’clock  am.  Frequent  reports  came  that  the 
Chippawa  was  under  Point  Ebano,2  but  she  could  not  be  seen  from  Palmer’s 
Point3  with  glasses.  Wind  continued  at  West. 

21st.  The  Chippawa  arrived  at  Erie.  Wind  still  at  West. 

22nd.  Wind  still  at  West.  Detroit  sloop  that  sailed  on  the  19th  with  us  returned. 

23rd.  Wind  veered  round  in  our  favor.  Sailed  from  Erie  about  9  o’clock  a.m. 
Having  but  little  wind  we  remained  off  Point  Ebano  till  dusk  when  the  wind 
freshening  we  dashed  cheerily  along. 

24th.  Wind  continued  still  fair.  Fine  fresh  breeze.  In  the  evening  we  overhauled 
the  Ottawa  snow  which  shortened  sail,  not  knowing  what  had  become  of  us 
since  the  gale  of  the  night  of  the  19th  Inst.  The  Ottawa  spoke  to  us.  We  let 
them  know  our  rigging  was  out  of  order  and  we  were  unwilling  to  weather 
the  aforesaid  gale,  and  had  put  back  to  Fort  Erie  where  we  had  laid  till  the 


iThe  Attorney  General. 

2Point  Abino. 

3Three  miles  west  of  Fort  Erie. 
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morning  of  the  23rd.  We  learned  from  her  that  on  the  night  of  the  19th 
Inst,  she  had  brought  to  under  Grand  River  Bluff,  about  40  miles  above 
Fort  Erie  and  remained  there  during  the  late  contrary  winds.  The  passengers 
informed  us  they  had  lived  on  shore,  though  not  so  comfortably  as  ourselves. 
The  Ottawa  being  commanded  by  Captain  Cowan  and  the  Dunmore  by 
Lt.  Fleming  we  of  course  dropped  astern. 

25th.  Wind  still  continued  favorable.  Having  passed  the  Middle  Sister  and  other 
Islands  last  night  we  hove  in  sight  of  Turtle  Island  still  in  company  with  the 
Ottawa  about  10  o’clock  a.m.  11  o’clock  wind  failed.  12  o’clock  wind 
sprung  up  and  brought  us  to  our  Harbour  at  Turtle  Island  about  1  o’clock 
p.m.  Mr.  Brooking,  Mr.  Tickle  and  myself  landed  with  Mr.  Brooking’s 
party  of  50  men  and  found  Governor  Simcoe  and  Mr.  Seward  already  on  the 
Island.  The  Dunmore  was  ordered  to  sail  without  loss  of  time  for  Detroit, 
in  which  vessel  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Penfold  and  Foster  continued.  After 
viewing  Turtle  Island  thoroughly  Mr.  Tickle  and  myself  joined  his  Excel¬ 
lency,  dined  on  board  the  Ottawa  and  also  carried  our  beds  on  board.  Mr. 
Brooking  continued  on  shore  to  oversee  his  men  make  themselves  comfort¬ 
able.  We  landed  after  dinner  again  on  Turtle  Island  and  arranged  matters 
so  as  to  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  Miamis  Fort  without  delay.  We  supped 
and  slept  on  board  the  Ottawa. 

26th.  Two  vessels  arrived  at  Fort  Miamis  loaded  for  Detroit  with  invalids.  Cap¬ 
tain  Elliott  arrived  with  Colonel  McKee’s  boat  from  Swan  Creek  to  take  us 
up  to  the  Miamis  Fort.  Colonel  Simcoe,  Colonel  McKee,  Mr.  Tickle 
and  myself  proceeded  in  this  boat,  the  Colonel  having  ordered  Mr.  Brooking 
with  his  detachment  of  Queen’s  Rangers  to  follow  us  the  ensuing  day.  Hav¬ 
ing  a  fair  wind  and  having  many  oars  we  soon  ran  across  the  Miamis  Bay 
and  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mawme  or  Miamis  River.  The  banks  of 
the  river  on  the  west  side  were  thickly  occupied  with  Indian  huts  and  wig¬ 
wams,  where  the  hostile  Indians  had  retreated  after  the  engagement  with 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  of  Aug.  As  we  proceeded  up  this 
River  we  perceived  the  Indians  with  their  women  and  young  men  in  their 
best  attire  crowding  after  our  boat,  the  occasion  of  which  was  the  grand 
salute  the  Indians  afterwards  gave  Governor  Simcoe  on  his  arrival  at  Swan 
Creek,  (about  9  miles  up  the  River)  which  was  about  12  o’clock.  A  strong 
current  setting  out  of  this  River  renders  it  necessary  for  batteaux  going  up 
to  keep  close  to  one  of  the  banks.  As  this  Swan  Creek  was  situated  appar¬ 
ently  to  us  behind  a  projecting  point  we  came  on  the  embodied  Indians 
suddenly,  and  their  appearance  was  grander  and  more  interesting  to  me 
than  anything  I  ever  beheld  since  my  arrival  in  Canada. 

The  number  of  Indians  gathered  together  amounted  to  3,000  including 
women  and  young  men,  the  greater  number  of  which  were  armed  with  rifles 
which  resounded  the  great  joy  and  gladness  which  our  arrival  created  in  their 
desponding  army. 

Captain  Elliott,  who  is  under  Colonel  McKee  in  the  Indian  Department, 
and  whose  house  and  possessions  with  Colonel  McKee’s  had  been  laid  waste 
at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  by  the  army  of  the  U.  S.  under  the  command  of  one 
Wayne,  had  knocked  up  a  temporary  hut  in  which  he  had  provided  for  us 
a  sumptuous  dinner.  It  was  now  that  the  plan  of  riding  on  horseback  to 
the  Miamis  Fort  from  this  was  suggested  which  was  approved,  and  the  boat 
with  the  baggage,  servants,  &c.,  was  sent  forward  with  a  fine,  fair  breeze. 
Dinner  being  over  and  the  horses  procured  we  proceeded,  continuing  through 
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large  Indian  Villages  until  we  arrived  at  the  second  fording  place  on  Swan 
Creek,  the  mouth  of  it  where  we  dined  being  too  deep  to  cross  without  un¬ 
pleasantness,  &c.,  from  whence  through  woods  we  continued  to  the  Fort  at 
the  Miamis.  The  distance  from  Swan  Creek  to  the  Fort  is  about  11  miles. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Fort  we  found  it  in  a  more  unfinished  state  than 
expected,  owing  to  the  great  sickness  that  prevailed  among  the  troops.  The 
Officers  who  were  there,  many  of  whom  were  sick  or  in  a  weak  state,  are  as 
follows,  viz: 

*Captain  Bunbury,  5th  Regiment,  Commandant. 
tLieutenant  Pilkington,  Royal  Engineers. 

*Captain  Seburn,  24th  Regiment. 

Lieutenant  Bellingham,  24th  Regiment. 
tLieutenant  Parker,  24th  Regiment. 

Lieutenant  Gainsfort,  24th  Regiment. 

*Lieutenant  Givings,  Queen’s  Rangers. 

The  Governor  after  reviewing  the  works  and  seeing  the  weak  state  of 
the  Garrison  immediately  sent  express  for  a  reinforcement  of  troops  from 
Detroit.  This  was  all  very  necessary  as  Wayne  and  his  army  was  still  in 
the  neighbourhood  and  very  jealous  of  this  neat  little  Fort.  Wayne  after 
the  engagement  of  the  20th  of  August  in  which,  through  unforeseen  and 
unexpected  good  luck  he  defeated  the  Indians,  commanded  this  Miamis  Fort 
to  surrender  (as  being  established  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States).  The  Officer  commanding,  Major  Campbell,  refused  to  think  of 
anything  of  the  sort  as  his  orders  were  to  the  contrary.  He  allowed  Wayne 
with  many  of  his  Officers  to  reconnoitre  the  works  within  musket  shot,  and 
by  his  moderate  and  ever  to  be  praised  conduct  prevented  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  war  and  all  its  dreadful  consequences. 

Wayne  here  held  a  Council  of  War  who  gave  as  their  opinion  that  his 
whole  army  would  be  massacred  if  they  attempted  to  storm  the  Fort,  and 
as  they  had  no  ordnance  of  any  size  any  other  sort  of  attack  would  be  fruitless 
at  this  crisis.  The  Fort  was  Garrisoned  with  300  effective  men,  Englishmen. 
Wayne,  after  having  laid  waste  the  possessions  of  His  Majesty’s  subjects 
near  and  under  the  protection  of  this  Fort,  retreated  to  the  Grand  Glaize 
where  to  his  disgrace  be  it  spoken  of  he  had  the  assurance  to  erect  a  small 
fort  and  nominate  it  Fort  Defiance. 

If  Wayne  had  been  fool  enough  to  have  attempted  to  storm  this  Fort 
he  must  have  filled  the  ditch  which  surrounds  it  with  the  dead  bodies  of  half 
his  army,  and  after  that  if  the  Garrison  did  not  go  to  sleep,  he  never  could 
have  made  a  breach  in  the  works  sufficient  for  a  body  of  men  to  enter  at. 
This  evening  Col.  McKee,  the  Governor,  Captain  Elliott  and  myself  en¬ 
camped  in  the  bottom  under  the  Fort.  Bad  rainy  weather. 

27th.  After  breakfast  rode  over  the  late  battle  ground,  from  thence  returned  to  the 
Miamis  Fort  to  dinner.  Lieut.  Givings  and  Lieut.  Pilkington  obtained 
leave  to  go  to  Detroit.  4  o’clock  a.m.  Lieutenant  Brooking  with  his  detach¬ 
ment  arrived  which  was  a  great  relief  to  the  Garrison  in  its  present  state. 
Four  Mackinac  Indians  arrived  having  with  them  five  scalps  and  one  man 
and  woman  prisoners,  taken  between  Fort  Greenville  and  Fort  Recovery, 
where  the  Indians  in  a  foimer  action  defeated  the  Americans,  Sinclair’s 

*sick. 

fin  a  weak  state. 
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expedition,  &c.  Sent  off  our  boat,  baggage  &c.  for  Swan  Creek.  5  o’clock 
p.m.  left  the  Miamis  for  Swan  Creek  where  we  arrived  about  8  o’clock  and 
occupied  Captain  Elliott’s  new  hut. 

28th.  Swan  Creek,  after  breakfast,  held  an  Indian  Council  in  which  the  Governor 
expressed  his  wish  to  meet  the  great  Chief  Sachem  in  Council  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Detroit  River  at  the  Huron  village  there. 

28th.  Two  gun  boats  left  the  Miamis  Fort,  on  board  of  one  Captain  Seburn  for 
Detroit.  Captain  Seward,  Mr.  Pell  and  Lieutenant  Givings  left  Swan  Creek 
in  one  of  these  to  go  on  board  the  Ottawa  in  Miamis  Bay.  Idea  of  riding  on 
horseback  from  hence  to  Detroit  projected,  not  approved  of.  Fine  evening. 
Wind  fair  for  the  vessel  that  lay  in  Miamis  Bay.  Left  Swran  Creek  to  go  on 
board  of  her  to  go  to  Detroit.  As  we  left  the  mouth  of  the  Miamis  River  it 
rained  very  hard,  wind  came  contrary,  got  on  the  Ottawa  about  8  o’clock 
p.m. 

29th.  Wind  for  Detroit  contrary.  Rosolved  to  return  to  Swan  Creek  to  return 
overland  to  Detroit.  Left  the  vessel  at  12  to  sail  the  first  wind,  Colonel 
McKee  and  myself  only  with  the  Governor.  Arrived  at  Swan  Creek  at 
3  o’clock  when  Captain  Elliott  who  was  there  produced  some  excellent 
steaks  &c.  His  Excellency,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  ordered  three  bul¬ 
locks  to  be  killed  for  a  feast  to  the  different  Indian  tribes  assembled  there. 

30th.  Swan  Creek.  Fine  weather.  Horses  were  procured  too  late  to  set  out  this 
day  on  our  journey  to  Detroit.  In  the  evening  Captain  Brant  arrived  from 
the  Huron  village  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River.  Mr.  Gainsfort  also 
paid  us  a  visit  from  Miamis  Fort. 

Oct. 

1st.  Captain  Brant  wishing  much  to  see  the  Miamis  Fort  and  the  late  grounds 
where  the  battle  was  fought,  the  Governor,  Colonel  McKee  and  Captain 
Elliott  attended  him.  I  set  out  for  Fort  Miamis  early  with  Lieutenant 
Gainsfort  to  order  an  Officer  and  party  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
fire  over  the  burying  ground  of  the  Miamis  Indians  which  had  been  disturbed 
by  Wayne’s  army,  who  disrespected  even  the  dead.  Went  again  over  the 
battle  ground,  crossed  over  the  Miamis  River,  dined  at  the  Fort  and  returned 
to  Swan  Creek  in  the  evening. 

2nd.  Swan  Creek.  Fine  weather.  Our  horses  arrived  at  daybreak  and  after 
breakfast  the  Governor,  Colonel  McKee,  Captain  Brant  and  myself  set  out, 
having  some  Indians  with  us  to  bring  back  some  of  the  horses.  I  rode  a 
horse  which  Lieutenant  Givings  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers  had  purchased  at 
Fort  Miamis  from  some  American  deserter.  This  day’s  journey  was  very 
pleasant,  the  roads  being  remarkably  good.  There  was  only  one  creek  that 
obliged  us  to  swim  our  horses.  The  country  was  very  open.  We  crossed 
very  long,  wide  plains  in  or  on  which  Colonel  McKee  showed  us  the  remains 
of  a  large  Indian  fort  where  these  nations  when  they  were  at  war  with  other 
Indian  nations  formerly  resorted  to,  in  another  the  grave  of  a  famous  Indian 
warrior,  by  name  Cariconde.  In  a  third  we  were  delayed  by  attempting 
to  shoot  a  turkey  or  two.  We  rose  an  immense  band.  We*  passed  a  few 
straggling  wigwams  of  Chippaw'as,  which  tribe  is  famous  for  wandering  about 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  very  much  resemble 
Gypsies  in  the  old  country.  The  word  Chippawa  very  much  resembles 
Gypsies,  and  some  knowing  ones  say  they  were  in  days  heretofore  the  same 
people.  I  put  no  faith  in  that. 
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After  continuing  on  horseback  nearly  eight  hours,  fatigued  of  course  and 
having  come  nearly  thirty  miles,  we  arrived  at  the  River  au  Raisin  where  we 
settled  to  put  up  for  the  night.  There  is  a  large  Canadian  Settlement 
beautifully  situated  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river.  We  were  told  it  continued 
up  nearly  twelve  miles. 

We  put  up  at  one  Longforn’s,  an  old  barber  who  is  said  to  be  the  only 
loyal  and  honest  man  in  the  whole  settlement,  which  is  principally  constituted 
of  disaffected  Canadians  to  the  British  Government,  and  who  have  left  the 
Detroit  Settlement  under  the  idea  of  being  free  from  the  British  jurisdiction, 
as  by  Lord  Lansdown’s  iniquitous  treaty  all  the  tract  of  country  our  route 
has  lately  been  in  was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

During  the  late  apprehension  of  this  Wayne  invading  our  country  we 
notwithstanding  embodied  two  stout  companies  of  Canadian  Militia  at 
this  place.  6  o’clock.  Some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  paid  their  re¬ 
spects  to  the  Governor,  also  the  two  Captains  of  Militia. 

3rd.  River  au  Raisin.  After  breakfast  three  Chippawa  Indians  waited  on  their 
Great  Father,  as  they  term  Governor  Simcoe  to  inform  him  how  shamefully 
ill  one  of  these  Canadians  had  used  one  of  their  young  men  a  few  days  ago, 
almost  beating  him  to  death.  The  Governor  of  course  promised  them 
redress.  The  Indians  said  if  that  was  not  procured  for  them,  they  would 
certainly  kill  some  of  our  people.  They  informed  the  Governor  that  this 
Canadian  had  killed  one  of  them  off  before  which  the  Governor  had  heard  of, 
but  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  Canada  were  too  delicate,  not  wishing  to  find 
him  guilty  as  being  out  of  the  British  domain.  9  o’clock  a.m.  Proceeded 
on  our  journey  and  after  a  very  tedious  ride  of  twenty  miles  of  very  bad  road 
(nothing  particular  occurring)  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River 
at  the  Huron  Village,  where  we  dined  on  some  excellent  provisions  which  that 
most  excellent  companion,  Colonel  McKee,  had  snug  in  his  servant’s  saddle¬ 
bag.  After  dinner  we  immediately  proceeded,  wishing  if  possible  to  arrive 
at  Detroit  before  night,  which  was  about  18  long  miles  from  us. 

The  road  from  hence  to  Detroit  was  very  good,  but  there  were  two  rivers 
where  we  were  obliged  to  swim  our  horses,  the  River  Ecorces  and  the  River 
Rouge,  at  the  former  of  which  I  left  the  party  by  the  Governor’s  desire  to 
announce  his  arrival  at  Detroit.  It  was  a  fine  moonlight  night.  I  arrived 
at  Detroit  about  8  o’clock  p.m.  and  of  course  waited  on  the  Commanding 
Officer.  The  Governor  arrived  about  one  hour  after  me.  We  lodged  at 
Colonel  McKee’s,  where  we  found  Mr.  Selby,  Mr.  Tickle  and  Mr.  T.  McKee, 
happy  enough  to  find  ourselves  so  comfortably  situated  and  once  again  in 
the  style  of  gentlemen. 

4th.  We  remained  four  days  at  Detroit  and  on  the  fifth  set  out  for  the  Huron 
to  village  where  the  Indian  Council  was  to  be  held  by  desire  of  His  Exccl- 
7th.  lency. 

8th.  Captain  Elliott  arrived  from  Swan  Creek  this  morning.  We  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Detroit  River  in  the  evening  in  the  vessel  that  after  the  Council 
was  to  carry  us  to  Fort  Erie.  We  slept  at  Captain  Elliott’s  house  on  the 
east  side  of  the  River,  Colonel  McKeg  being  at  the  Huron  village  on  the  west 
side  preparing  for  the  reception  of  His  Excellency,  &c.  The  River  at  the 
mouth  is  about  four  miles  across,  is  narrower  as  you  go  up.  There  are  a 
number  of  Islands  at  the  mouth  on  one  of  which  near  Captain  Elliott’s  there 
were  some  wild  turkey  killed,  but  upon  being  dressed  became  outscent. 
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9th.  After  breakfast,  boats  being  prepared,  the  Governor,  Captain  Elliott,  Mr. 
Selby,  and  myself  crossed  to  the  Huron  village  leaving  on  board  the  Ottawa, 
Captain  Cowan,  Captain  Selby  and  Mr.  Tickle,  Mr.  Pilkington  destined  to 
return  to  the  Miamis  Fort  to  oversee  his  works.  On  our  arrival  at  the 
Huron  village,  alias  Brownstown,  (so  called  from  one  Brown,  the  village 
Chief),  we  were  saluted  by  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  assembled  there 
in  the  usual  manner.  We  slept  in  a  little  hut  the  Indians  had  formerly  fitted 
up  for  Colonel  McKee. 

10th.  We  remained  at  Brownstown  four  days,  during  which  time  we  -were  em- 
11th  employed  in  councilling  with  the  hostile  Indians.  Our  proceedings  are  too 
12th  voluminous  to  be  enclosed  in  this  little  journal.  The  principal  speaker  was 
&  Captain  Brant  (who  with  a  little  (illegible)  threw  from  his  own  shoulders  the 
13th.  minutes  in  council  of  a  former  day)  who  in  the  name  of  all  the  western  tribes 
demanded  that  assistance  which  had  this  late  spring  been  promised  them 
by  Lord  Dorchester  from  their  allies,  the  British.  The  Lieutenant  Governor 
replied  to  their  speeches  and  told  them  he  would  forward  their  proceedings 
to  Lord  Dorchester,  who  might  answer  to  his  (illegible)  promise. 

Mr.  Pilkington  arrived  at  Brownstown  on  the  10th  and  took  his  leave 
of  the  Governor  and  set  out  for  Fort  Miamis.  In  the  course  of  our  stay  at 
Brownstown  Tuscarora  George  with  his  party  brought  in  two  prisoners  whose 
information  concerning  Wayne’s  army  rendered  it  necessary  to  reinforce 
as  speedily  as  possible,  Fort  Miamis.  One  reinforcement  (24th  Regiment) 
commanded  by  Captain  Stiell  had  arrived  there  some  time  [before].  Another 
was  sent  of  the  5th  Regiment  under  the  command  of  Captain  Pratt.  They 
proved  of  no  assistance  as  luckily  for  Mr.  Wayne  he  thought  the  Fort  too 
strong  to  be  taken  without  ordnance. 

14th.  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe,  Captain  Elliott  and  myself  returned  to  the 
other  side  of  the  River  and  dined  and  slept  at  Captain  Elliott’s. 

15th.  The  ensuing  day  Colonel  McKee,  Mr.  T.  McKee,  and  Captain  Brant  arrived 
to  breakfast  with  us  from  Brownstown,  after  which,  and  the  Com.  having 
settled  his  business  with  the  Colonel,  we  joined  the  Snug  One,  (so  called)  on 
board  the  Ottawa  and  got  under  way  for  Fort  Erie.  Captain  Brant  was  with 
us.  The  remainder  of  this  day  the  wind  continued  scant,  nor  did  we  get 
farther  than  the  Island  which  is  about  30  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit 
River. 

16th.  Wind  completely  fair,  continued  so  until  the  evening  when  coming  completely 
contrary,  we  were  lucky  enough  to  anchor  at  Long  Point,  which  is  about  60 
miles  above  Fort  Erie,  and  a  very  good  harbour  for  vessels  either  going  up 
or  down  Lake  Erie.  Its  only  fault  is  it  is  too  near  Presque  Isle,  a  harbour 
in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Erie. 

17th.  Long  Point.  In  the  morning  the  wind  came  fair.  We  got  under  way  about 
8  o’clock  a.m.  11  o’clock  fell  in  with  the  Chippawa  snow,  commanded  by 
Captain  Harrow,  which  vessel  had  left  Fort  Erie  on  the  5th  of  October,  but 
could  not  get  forward  on  account  of  the  prevalent  westerly  winds.  After 
being  once  in  sight  of  Middle  Sister  [Island]  was  obliged  to  put  before  the 
wind  and  run  for  Fort  Erie. 

2  o’clock  a.m.  came  in  sight  of  the  Sugar  Loaf,  about  18  miles  from  Fort 
Erie.  4  o  clock  a.m.  Point  Ebano,  and  about  9  o’clock  a.m.  arrived  at  Fort 
Erie.  The  Dunmore  lay  in  the  harbour  half  loaded  and  two  or  three  merchant 
vessels.  The  Governor  slept  on  shore.  Everybody  else  slept  on  board  the 
Ottawa.  This  evening  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor  received 
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despatches  from  Mr.  Hammond  the  British  Plenipotentiary  for  the  United 
States,  and  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Dundas  as  one 
of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
In  Mr.  Hammond’s  he  received  Mr.  Randolph’s  letter  which  abuses  him  so 
unwarrantably  and  newspapers  relating  to  the  disturbances  at  Pittsburg. 

18th.  Breakfasted  at  Fort  Erie.  Proceeded  then  by  water  to  Chippawa,  found 
horses  at  Mr.  Pitt’s,1  and  this  evening  arrived  at  the  Government  House  at 
Navy  Hall,  where  we  found  Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales. 

Niagara,  October  19th,  1794. 

William  Mayne. 


FROM  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL  TO  MATHEW  ELLIOTT. 

Fort  Miami,  12th  Sept.  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  this  date  with  the  information  brought 
from  the  Glaize  by  your  Indian  Scouts,  which  seem  pretty  correct. 

I  now  enclose  you  the  examination  of  two  American  Deserters  which  I  think 
you  will  find  still  more  satisfactory. 

It  must  surely  strike  you,  Sir,  as  a  very  round  about  way  of  giving  information 
to  the  Officer  Commanding  at  this  Post  by  directing  your  Scouts  to  repass  this 
Fort,  go  down  to  Swan  Creek  &  from  thence  send  up  their  intelligence,  which  I 
think  might  easily  be  remedied  by  desiring  them  to  call  here  to  interpret  for  them. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  see  this  in  the  [light]  I  do  &  adjust  it  as  soon  as 
in  your  power.  I  am  Sir,* 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Wm.  Campbell. 
Major,  24th  Regt.  Command.  Fort  Miamis. 

Capt.  Elliott,  Swan  Creek. 


FROM  ANTHONY  WAYNE  TO  THE  WESTERN  INDIANS. 

To  all  the  Sachems  &  Warriors  belonging  to  the  Chippawas,  Delawares, 
Shawanoes,  Miamis,  Tawees2,  Potewatimies  and  all  other  Tribes  or  Nations  of 
Indians  Whom  it  May  Concern. 

Brothers — The  President  of  the  United  States,  General  Washington,  the  Great 
Chief  of  America,  once  more  speaks  to  you  thro’  me,  his  principal  Warrior  Major 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Federal  Army,  and  commissioner  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  for  settling  a  permanent  and  lasting  Peace  with  all,  and  every  Tribe  or 
Tribes,  Nations  or  Nation  of  Indians,  North  of  the  Ohio. 

Brothers — Summon  your  utmost  powers  of  attention,  and  listen  to  the  voice 
of  Truth  and  Peace. 

It  is  now  one  moon  since  I  addressed  you  by  a  Flag  from  this  place,  inviting 
you  to  appoint  Deputies,  to  meet  me  and  my  Army  without  delay,  between  this 


1  Perhaps  Pell’s. 
2Ottawas. 
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place  and  Roche  de  Bout,  in  order  to  settle  the  preliminaries  of  a  lasting  Peace. 
I  also  informed  you  that  the  United  States  loved  Mercy  and  Kindness  more  than 
War  and  Desolation.  I  likewise  requested  you  to  be  no  longer  deceived,  by  the 
false  promises  and  language  of  the  bad  white  people,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids, 
but  you  were  Deaf  to  this  request  and  the  voice  of  Peace,  you  again  took  the  advice 
of  those  bad  white  men,  and  in  place  of  meeting  me  as  friends  you  preferred  War; 
and  instead  of  the  Calumet  of  Peace,  you  suddenly  presented  from  your  Secret 
Coverts  the  Scalping  Knife  and  Tommahawk;  but  in  return  for  the  few  drops  of 
Blood  we  lost  upon  that  occasion  we  caused  Rivers  of  yours  to  flow.  I  told  you 
that  the  Arm  of  the  United  States  was  strong,  you  only  felt  the  weight  of  its  little 
finger — Informed  you  that  the  British  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  inclination 
to  protect  you,  you  have  severely  experienced  the  truth  of  that  assertion;  Be,  there¬ 
fore  no  longer  blind  to  your  own  true  interests  and  happiness;  but  listen  to  the 
Voice  of  Peace,  and  permit  me  now  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  late  transaction  and  to 
bury  in  deep  oblivion,  and  to  obliterate  from  the  mind  all  remembrance  of  past 
Injuries. 

Eight  moons  are  now  past  since  you  sent  Stephen  Young,  George  White  Eyes, 
and  another  Warrior  with  a  flag  to  Greenville,  accompanied  by  a  Air.  Robert 
Willson  as  your  Interpreter  in  order  to  know  upon  what  terms  I  would  consent  to 
a  general  Peace  with  the  Delawares,  Shawanoes  &  Miamis  &c.  I  returned  for 
answer  that  the  Ears  &  heart  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  General  Wash¬ 
ington,  were  ever  open  to  the  voice  of  Peace,  &  that  he  had  instructed  me  his  Chief 
Warrior  to  listen  to  that  Welcome  voice  from  whatever  Quarter  it  came,  provided 
it  came  from  proper  authority  &  from  the  heart.  The  terms  mentioned,  were 
equitable,  clear  and  implicit. 

Brothers.  If  you  now  wish  for  Peace  &  to  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  your 
cultivated  lands  and  hunting  grounds,  come  forward  with  all  the  American  Prisoners 
now  in  your  hands,  and  in  exchange  you  shall  receive  all  such  Prisoners  as  I  have, 
belonging  to  your  Nations. 

Appoint  a  number  of  your  Sachems  and  Chief  Warriors  to  attend  them,  bring 
with  you  some  of  your  most  Confidential  Interpreters,  and  I  hereby  pledge  my 
Sacred  honor,  for  your  safe  return,  &  for  your  kind  treatment  while  with  me. 

Open  your  minds  freely  to  me,  and  let  us  try  to  agree  upon  such  fair  &  equit¬ 
able  terms  of  Peace  as  shall  be  for  the  true  interest  and  happiness  of  both  the 
vvhite  &  red  people,  and  that  you  may  in  future  plant  your  Corn  &  hunt  in  peace 
&  safety,  and  that  by  an  interchange  of  kindness  and  good  offices  towards  each 
other  we  may  cement  that  Brotherly  love  and  affection  as  shall  endure  to  the  end 
of  time. 

The  Commanding  Officer  at  this  place  has  orders  to  receive  and  treat  you  with 
kindness,  and  to  send  with  you  one  of  his  officers  to  Conduct  you  safe  to  Head 
Quarters,  where  you  shall  receive  a  sincere  Welcome  from  your  friend  and  Brother 

Anty.  Wayne. 


Grand  Glaize,  12  September,  1794. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

London,  13  September,  1794. 

Private. 

Dear  Sir: 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Randolph,  which  accompanies  this,  contains  very  full  and 
accurate  information  respecting  our  negotiations  here.  You  will  perceive  that 
many  points  are  under  consideration,  and  that  alterations  will  probably  yet  take 
place  in  several  articles.  Although  it  is  uncertain,  yet  it  is  not  altogether  im¬ 
probable,  that  Lord  Grenville  and  myself  may  agree  on  terms  which,  in  my  opinion, 
should  not  be  rejected.  In  that  case,  I  shall  be  strongly  induced  to  conclude, 
rather  than  by  delays  risk  a  change  of  views,  and  measures,  and  ministers,  which 
unforseen  circumstances  might  occasion. 

The  secretary’s  letter,  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the  speech  of  the  latter  to  the 
Convention,1  are  printed,  and  have  caused  a  disagreeable  sensation  on  the  public 
mind  here,  and  probably  on  that  of  the  government.  The  one  written  by  you 
is  spoken  of  as  being  within  the  limit  of  diplomatic  forms. 

Gentlemen,  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  are  doubtless  free  in  their  affections 
or  predilections  for  persons  or  nations;  but  as  the  situation  of  the  United  States 
is  neutral,  so  also  should  be  their  language  to  the  belligerent  powers.  Neither 
can  it  be  proper  to  adopt  any  mode  of  pleasing  one  party  that  would  naturally  be 
offensive  to  the  other;  and  more  particularly  at  a  time  when  with  that  other  a 
negotiation  for  peace,  commerce,  and  friendship,  is  pending. 

To  be  fair,  upright,  and  prudent  is  to  be  politic;  and  of  the  truth  of  this  maxim, 
your  character,  and  very  singular  degree  of  respectability,  weight,  and  reputation, 
afford  the  strongest  proof. 

I  learn  that  Virginia  is  escheating  British  property,  and  I  hear  of  other  occur¬ 
rences  which  I  regret;  but  they  shall  not  abate  my  perseverance  in  endeavouring 
to  prosecute  peace,  and  bring  the  negotiation  to  such  a  conclusion  as  will  either 
ensure  peace  with  this  country,  or  produce  union  among  ourselves  in  prosecuting 
war  against  it.  Whatever  may  be  the  issue,  I  am  determined  not  to  lose  the  only 
satisfaction  that  I  can  be  sure  of,  Viz.,  the  satisfaction  resulting  from  a  conscious¬ 
ness  of  having  done  my  duty. 

That  attempts  will  he  made  in  America  to  frustrate  this  negotiation,  I  have  not 
the  most  distant  shadow  of  a  doubt.  I  brought  this  belief  and  opinion  with  me;  and 
my  dependence  then  was,  and  still  is,  on  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  integrity  of 
the  government;  on  the  general  good  sense  of  our  people;  and  on  those  enlightened 
and  virtuous  characters  among  them  who  regard  the  peace,  honour,  and  welfare 
of  their  country  as  primary  objects.  These  men  regret  the  differences  which  sub¬ 
sist  between  this  country  and  their  own,  and  sincerely  desire  to  see  mutual  animos¬ 
ities  give  way  to  mutual  good-will.  As  to  a  political  connection  with  any  country, 
I  hope  it  will  never  be  judged  necessary,  for  I  very  much  doubt  whether  it  would 
ultimately  be  found  useful;  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  introduce  foreign  influence, 
which  I  consider  as  the  worst  of  political  plagues. 

With  the  best  wishes  &c. 

I  am,  &c. 

John  Jat. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  58-60.) 


tThen  United  States  Minister  at  Paris;  the  speech  was  made  at  the  French  Convention. 
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London,  September  13,  1794. 

Sir: 

Hitherto  my  letters  have  communicated  to  jtou  but  little  information  of 
much  importance,  except  on  one  point.  Although  all  the  general  objects  of  my 
mission  were  opened  at  once,  and  were  received  with  every  indication  of  the  same 
candour  and  disposition  to  agreement  with  which  they  were  stated,  yet  the  nature 
of  the  business  turned  the  immediate  and  more  particular  attention  of  both  parties 
to  the  affair  of  the  captures;  the  result  of  which  has  been  communicated  to  you. 

A  number  of  informal  conversations  on  other  points  then  took  place,  and  every 
difficulty  which  attended  them  came  into  view,  and  was  discussed  with  great 
fairness  and  temper;  the  inquiry  naturally  led  to  the  fact,  which  constituted  the 
first  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace?  The  carrying  away  of  the  negroes  contrary 
to  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  was  insisted  upon  as  being  the  first  aggres¬ 
sion.  To  this  it  was  answered,  in  substance  that  Great  Britain  understood  the 
stipulation  contained  in  that  article,  in  the  obvious  sense  of  the  words  which  ex¬ 
pressed  it,  viz.,  as  an  engagement  not  to  cause  any  destruction,  nor  to  carry  away 
any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  evacuation  should  be  made  without  depredation;  that  no  alteration  in  the 
actual  state  of  property  was  operated  or  intended  by  that  article,  that  every  slave 
like  every  horse,  which  escaped  or  strayed  from  within  the  American  lines,  and 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  British  army,  became  by  the  laws  and  rights  of 
war,  British  property,  the  exportation  thereof  was  not  inhibited  by  the  stipulation 
in  question;  that  to  extend  it  to  the  negroes,  who,  under  the  faith  of  proclamations, 
had  come  into  them,  was  to  give  the  article  a  greater  latitude  than  the  terms  of  it 
would  warrant,  and  was  also,  unnecessarily  to  give  it  a  construction,  which,  being 
odious,  could  not  be  supported  by  the  known  and  established  rules  for  construing 
treaties.  To  this  was  replied  the  several  remarks  and  considerations  wffiich  are 
mentioned  at  large  in  a  report  which  I  once  made  to  Congress  on  this  subject, 
and  which,  for  that  reason,  it  would  be  useless  here  to  repeat;  on  this  point  we 
could  not  agree. 

I  then  brought  into  view  another  circumstance,  as  affording  us  just  cause  of 
complaint,  antecedent  to  any  of  those  urged  against  us,  viz.,  that,  from  the  docu¬ 
ments  recited  and  stated  in  Mr.  Jefferson’s  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  it  appears  that 
the  posts  were  not  only  not  evacuated  within  the  reasonable  time  stipulated  by  the 
treaty  but  also  that  no  orders  for  the  purpose  had,  at  least  within  that,  time,  if  ever, 
been  given. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  provisional  articles  were  signed  at  Paris 
on  the  30th  of  November,  1782;  that  those  articles  were  to  constitute  the  treaty 
of  peace  proposed  to  be  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
but  which  treaty  was  not  to  be  concluded  till  terms  of  peace  should  be  agreed  upon 
between  Great  Britain  and  France;  that  the  treaty  of  peace  was  not  concluded  until 
the  3d  of  September,  1783;  that,  it  was  not  ratified  in  America  until  the  14th  of 
January,  1784;  and  that  the  ratification  was  not  received  in  London  until  the  28th 
May,  1784,  nor  exchanged  until  the  end  of  that  month;  that,  according  to  the  laws 
of  nations,  treaties  do  not  oblige  the  parties  to  begin  to  execute  the  engagements 
contained  in  them,  until  they  have  received  their  whole  form  that  is,  until  after 
they  shall  have  been  ratified  by  the  respective  sovereigns  that  are  the  parties  to 
them;  that,  therefore,  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  May,  1784,  that  Great  Britain 
was  bound  to  give  any  orders  to  evacuate  the  posts;  that  such  orders  could  not 
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arrive  at  Quebec,  until  in  July,  1784;  and,  consequently,  that  the  allegations  of  a 
breach  of  the  treaty  by  the  non-execution  of  the  article  respecting  the  posts,  groun¬ 
ded  on  the  circumstances  prior  to  the  13th  July,  1784,  are  evidently  unfounded; 
that,  in  the  interval  between  the  arrival  and  publication  in  America,  of  the  provis¬ 
ional  articles,  and  the  month  of  July,  1784,  by  which  time,  at  soonest,  orders  (issued 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  last  of  May)  could 
reach  Quebec,  incontestible  violations  of  the  treaty  had  taken  place  in  the  United 
States;  that  reason  and  the  practice  of  nations  warrant,  during  a  suspension  of 
hostilities,  only  such  measures  as  result  from  a  continuance  of  the  status  quo,  until 
the  final  ratifications;  that  in  opposition  to  this,  new  legislative  acts  had,  in  the 
interval  before  mentioned,  been  passed,  which  were  evidently  calculated  to  be 
beforehand  with  the  treaty,  and  to  prevent  its  having  its  full  and  fair  operation 
on  certain  points  and  objects,  when  it  should  be  ratified  and  take  effect;  that  these 
acts  were  the  first  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  justified  Great  Britain  in  detaining 
the  posts  until  the  injuries  caused  by  their  operation  should  be  compensated. 

That  Great  Britain  was  not  bound  to  evacuate  the  posts,  nor  to  give  any  orders 
for  the  purpose,  until  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  does  appear  to  me  to 
be  a  proposition  that  cannot  be  reasonably  disputed. 

That  certain  legislative  acts  did  pass  in  the  interval  aforesaid,  which  were  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  is  equally  certain;  but  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  those  acts  were  without  justice,  even  as  relative  to  the  treaty,  for  pre¬ 
cedent  violations  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  would  justify  subsequent  retaliation 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Here  again  the  affair  of  the  negroes  emerged, 
and  was  insisted  upon,  and  was  answered  as  before.  I  confess,  however,  that  his 
construction  of  that  article  has  made  an  impression  upon  my  mind,  and  induced 
me  to  suspect  that  my  former  opinion  on  that  head  was  not  well  founded. 

Thus  it  became  evident  that  admissions  of  infractions  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  that  this  or  that  party  committed  the  first  aggression,  were  not  to  be  expected, 
and  that  such  discussions  would  never  produce  a  settlement. 

It  then  became  advisable  to  quit  those  topics,  and  to  try  and  agree  on  such  a 
set  of  reciprocal  concessions  as  (balancing  each  other)  might  afford  articles  for  a 
treaty,  so  beneficial  to  both  parties  as  to  induce  them  to  bury  in  it  all  former  quest¬ 
ions  and  disputes.  This  idea  gave  occasion  to  a  variety  of  propositions  of  different 
kinds,  which  it  would  be  tedious  and  needless  to  enumerate,  and  of  which  you  will 
readily  conceive  there  were  some  that  could  not  meet  with  mutual  approbation; 
among  those  which  were  mentioned  was  one  for  altering  essentially  our  boundaries 
in  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  United  States;  This  I  regarded  as  inadmissible, 
and  hoped  would  not  be  persisted  in;  one  for  doing  us  complete  justice  respecting 
captures;  one  for  partially  opening  to  us  a  trade  with  the  West  India  Islands;  one 
for  our  paying  the  damages  sustained  by  British  creditors  by  lawful  impediments; 
this  was  strongly  insisted  on.  I  did  not  think  it  utterly  inadmissible  in  case  we 
received  proper  justice  and  privileges  under  other  articles;  for  then,  in  my  judgment 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  part  and  separate  on  that  point,  and  various  reasons 
convinced  me  it  would  be  adhered  to;  one  for  putting  the  ships  and  merchants  of 
both  parties  on  an  equal  footing.  In  short,  in  order  to  bring  the  whole  subject 
comprehensively  to  view,  nothing  that  occurred  was  omitted  to  be  mentioned; 
these  were  free  conversations,  neither  of  us  considering  the  other  as  being  committed 
by  anything  that  was  said  or  proposed. 

It  was  necessary  then  to  select  points  for  mutual  consideration,  and  quitting 
desultory  discussions,  to  fix  our  attention  on  certain  propositions,  each  being  at 
liberty  to  propose  what  he  pleased,  and  again  to  retract  his  proposition,  if,  on 
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mature  reflection,  he  should  be  so  inclined:  with  this  view,  after  returning  home, 
I  selected  the  following,  and  having  reduced  them  to  writing,  sent  them  to  Lord 
Grenville  for  his  consideration;  in  the  mean  time  employing  myself  in  reflecting, 
and  endeavouring  to  decide  in  my  own  mind,  how  far,  and  with  what  modifications 
and  omissions,  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  them. 

[The  project  dated  August  6th,  1794,  follows  at  great  length,  the  remainder 
of  the  letter  extending  to  thirty-nine  printed  pages.] 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV.) 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

No.  54. 

Quebec,  13  September  1794. 
Sir: 

I  have  this  Morning  received  a  voluminous  Despatch  from  Colonel  Simcoe 
dated  Niagara  the  5th  Instant  inclosing  several  Letters  from  Detroit  and  Fort 
Miamis  as  late  as  the  30th  August,  which  give  an  account  of  the  approach  of  General 
Wayne’s  Army, and  that  an  Action  with  the  Indians  took  place  on  the  twentieth, 
in  which  they  were  defeated,  and  obliged  to  retire  down  the  River  some  way  below 
the  Fort;  Wayne’s  Troops  soon  after  appeared  near  it,  which  occasioned  a  Corres¬ 
pondence  between  him  and  Major  Campbell  of  the  24th  Regiment,  Copies  of  which 
Correspondence  I  inclose,  both  to  do  Justice  to  the  discretion  and  good  sense  of 
Major  Campbell,  and  to  correct  erroneous  Narratives  of  a  matter  which  may  be 
hereafter  canvassed. 

On  the  22d  at  night,  General  Wayne  burned  some  Indian  Huts,  and  what  ap¬ 
peared  extraordinary,  some  Hay  which  his  Cavalry  could  not  but  want. 

The  next  day  our  People  learned  that  his  Army  had  retired  two  miles,  the 
day  following  four,  and  in  a  day  or  two  more  his  Retreat  was  confirmed. 

Some  Accounts  say  he  was  in  great  want  of  Provision ;  others  that  he  went  back 
to  the  Glaize  or  Fort  Grenville  to  wait  for  heavy  Artillery  and  that  he  will  return 
in  the  Fall. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  r  nd  Esteem,  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Dorchester. 

The  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed: — Quebec  13th  Sepr.  1794.  Lord  Dorchester.  No.  54.  R.  ( no  date ) 
Six  Inclosures. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Sept.  13th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  am  to  inform  Your  Lordship  that  Lieut.  Sheaffe  delivered  the  protest  included 
in  your  despatch  No.  14,  to  Mr.  Williamson  in  person,  at  the  Great  Sodus. 

That  gentleman’s  language  was  very  peremptory.  He  transmitted  the  protest 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  talked  of  his  determination  rather  to  raise  the  price  of 
his  lands  than  to  lower  them  on  the  receipt  of  the  protest,  and  spoke  in  very  exagger¬ 
ated  terms  of  the  Force  in  his  vicinity. 

Lieut.  Sheaffe  proceeded  to  Hungry  Bay,  where  there  was  no  information  of 
the  settlement  which  he  could  find,  it  being,  I  presume,  suspended  for  want  of 
funds  in  the  proprietors,  and  returned  hither,  after  leaving  with  Captn.  Schoedde 
the  form  of  the  protest  to  be  served  whenever  the  People  of  the  States  shall  make 
an  Establishment  at  Oswego  Falls.  The  Inhabitants  from  Albany  to  Fort  Schuyler1 
are  universally  training  &  equipping  themselves  for  war.  Altho’  informed  of 
Genl.  Wayne’s  retiring  Captn.  Brant  has  proceeded  to  the  Miamis  from  the  Grand 
River  with  150  of  the  Six  Nations.  This,  among  other  advances,  seem  to  require 
that  I  should  immediately  go  to  Detroit,  in  particular,  as  by  the  last  Vessels  I  have 
not  received  any  commands  from  Your  Lordship  which  might  call  for  my  Services 
elsewhere. 

I  expect  to  have  a  conference  with  the  Buffalo  Creek  Chiefs,  in  particular 
with  O’Beal,  before  I  proceed  and  purpose  to  return  before  long.  I  purpose  when 
at  Detroit  to  call  out  a  Company  of  the  French  Militia  to  reinforce  that  Post  during 
the  Winter,  and  to  bring  back  the  Detachment  of  the  5th  and  Queen’s  Rangers. 
I  shall  also  procure  the  means  to  be  able  to  march  thro’  the  Country  during  the 
Winter  by  the  River  Thames,  should  it  be  necessary. 

I  carry  Captn.  Seward  with  me,  and  on  due  consideration  of  the  time  that  is 
lost  in  hearing  from  Your  Lordship  after  the  communication  of  my  plans,  if  it 
should  appear  to  me  essential  when  at  Detroit,  as  it  does  at  present,  that  Fort 
Lernoult  should  be  fortified  and  made  capable  of  defence,  either  in  case  of  a  revolt 
of  the  Inhabitants  or  of  a  sudden  attack  of  the  Enemy,  I  shall  give  directions  accord¬ 
ingly,  looking  after  the  Miamis  Fort,  from  henceforth,  as  the  principal  means  of 
defence  of  the  District. 

I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  the  plans  of  the  Miamis  Fort,  which  I  lately  received 
from  Lieut.  Pilkington.  The  Communications  with  the  water, which  I  directed, 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  begun.  There  were  to  have  been  a  row  of  stockades 
formed  of  upright  logs  in  the  ground,  against  which  logs  were  to  be  laid  horizontally 
to  the  requisite  height,  and  another  row  of  stockades  were  then  to  be  formed  on 
the  opposite  side  from  those  which  were  first  placed. 

Several  men  having  of  late  attempted  to  desert  from  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  I 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  order  a  Court  Martial  for  their  trial. 

I  think  it  proper  to  state  to  Your  Lordship  that  I  have  from  time  to  time  re¬ 
ceived  applications  from  deserters  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  Service.  They 
state  as  a  condition,  the  act  being  obligatory  to  serve  with  their  former  Corps. 

I  think  a  Proclamation  for  the  pardon  of  deserters  at  this  period  might  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  many  of  them  to  return  to  the  King’s  Service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester, 

i  Formerly  called  Fort  Stanwix. 


S.P.— 7 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  RICHARD  PORTER. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Septr.  13th,  1794. 


The  Sophia 1  is  sent  to  Kingston  with  one  Corporal  and  six  Gunners  of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  and  after  you  have  directed  the  master  of  the  Vessel  to  be  furnished 
with  proper  instructions  for  his  safe  arrival  and  passage  to  Point  Ivrogne  below 
Oswegatchie,  or  if  necessary,  a  sufficient  Pilot,  she  is  to  be  ordered  there,  and  to 
bring  back  the  cannon  that  are  reported  to  be  serviceable  to  Kingston. 

If  it  shall  require  two  trips,  the  unserviceable  guns  may  also  be  brought,  but 
should  one  trip  prove  sufficient,  the  Sophia  is  to  proceed  with  them  to  Niagara. 

The  Corporal  is  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  state  of  the  guns  at  Point  Iv¬ 
rogne,  and  it  is  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe’s  desire  that  he  may  procure  from 
your  Post  winches  and  such  other  things  as  may  be  required  for  this  service. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


Captn.  Porter,  Commdng  at  Kingston. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Septr.  11th,  1794. 


By  His  Excellency  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  desire,  I  transmit  to  you  aPcopy 
of  a  letter  from  him  to  Col.  Butler  relative  to  a  small  Corps  of  Mounted  Artillery. 
I  am  to  mention  that  if  you  consider  the  establishment  of  one  of  a  similar  nature 
or  of  proportionable  numbers,  of  utility  in  the  County  under  your  Superintendency 
as  Lieut.,  you  will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  same  to  me  for  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s 
information,  recommending  also  the  officers  for  his  approval. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Honble.  R.  Cartwright. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

Fort  Erie,  Septr.  13th,  1794. 


Sir: 

As  Colonel  Sirncoe  is  about  to  embark  for  Detroit,  he  desires  me  to  enclose 
to  you  for  the  Commander  in  Chief’s  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  England,  dated  September  the  8th,  with  the  extracts  of  the  same  date, 
both  of  which  he  received  this  morning. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

F.  Le  Maistre,  M.S. 


1  A  gunboat. 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  SMITH. 

Fort  Erie,  Septr.  13th,  1794. 
Sir: 

You  will  be  pleased  to  direct  that  the  stores  belonging  to  the  24th  Regt.,  are 
forwarded  with  as  much  expedition  as  is  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  service 
and  without  any  delay  at  Fort  Chippawa.  It  is  also  Colonel  Simcoe’s  desire  that 
the  Subalterns  of  the  24th  Regiment,  now  at  Niagara,  on  their  way  to  join,  should 
be  ordered  to  Detroit  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Major  Smith,  5th  Regt.  at  Niagara. 


INFORMATION  TAKEN  BY  MAJOR  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL. 

Fort  Miamis,  Sept.  13th,  1794. 

Information  of  two  deserters  from  Gen’l  Wayne’s  Army,  who  arrived  at  this 
Post,  11th  September,  1794. 

Edward  Tonor  and  William  Carleton,  both  natives  of  Ireland  belonging  to 
the  American  Artillery,  and  several  years  in  that  service,  deserted  from  the  Glaize 
about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  10th  inst.  having  brought  each  a  horse  a 
great  part  of  the  way,  were  enabled  to  perform  the  journey  in  so  short  a  space. 

800  of  the  Militia  had  been  detached  from  the  Army  about  the  29th  or  30th 
August  to  Forts  Recovery  and  Greenville  for  provisions,  part  of  them  were  expected 
to  join  on  the  10th  September,  when  the  Informants  deserted. 

From  the  time  of  the  Army’s  arrival  at  the  Glaize,  they  had  been  constantly 
employed,  the  above  detachment  excepted,  in  erecting  a  Fort  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  model  of  that  at  this  Post,  and  of  the  same  kind  of  materials. 

The  Informants  of  the  Army  in  general  understand  that  the  main  body  were 
to  move  as  to-day,  leaving  a  garrison  of  about  two  hundred  men,  with  intention 
of  advancing  to  the  Forks  of  the  Miamis  River,  called  as  the  Informants  learn, 
St.  Joseph  and  St.  Mary’s  to  erect  another  fortification  there  and  after  leaving  a 
garrison  they  believe  the  main  body  of  the  Army  rendezvous  at  Fort  Greenville. 

The  Creek,  Cherokee,  and  Delaware  Indians  were  reported  in  the  daily  Phila¬ 
delphia  newspaper  to  be  on  their  way  to  Cumberland  River,  between  Kentucky 
and  Virginia  to  form  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States. 

William  Campbell. 

Major  24th  Reg’t.  Command  of  Fort  Miamis. 

Fort  Miamis,  Sep.  13th,  1794. 

Information  of  two  deserters  from  Gen’l  Wayne’s  Army,  who  arrived  at  this 
Post  at  1 1  o’clock  to-day. 

Patrick  McKinnon,  James  McGervin,  natives  of  Ireland,  both  Sergeants,  of 
Francis  Norris  from  Johnstown  in  the  State  of  New  York,  private  in  the  regular 
service,  left  Gen’l  Wayne’s  Army  yesterday  at  1  o’clock  at  the  Glaize,  having  al¬ 
most  completed  fortifications  as  nigh  as  possible  to  the  model  of  this  Fort,  in  which 
he  meant  to  leave  a  garrison  of  about  100  men,  and  was  to  move  as  to-day  up  to 
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the  Miamis  towns  where  another  Fort  was  to  be  erected,  the  Informants  likewise 
learned  a  third  Fort  was  to  be  built  but  where  they  could  not  say. 

On  the  10th  inst.  the  party  of  Militia,  consisting  of  about  600  men,  arrived 
with  a  supply  of  flour  and  live  bullocks.  The  Informants  understand  that  the 
Militia  are  to  be  allowed  a  month’s  service  for  their  extraordinary  fatigue. 

The  most  of  the  pack-horses  in  the  Anny  are  rendered  entirely  unserviceable, 
for  which  reason  the  Militia  horses  are  obliged  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  provisions,  &c. 

They  understand  that  the  head  quarters  of  the  Army  is  to  be  at  Greenville. 

When  the  Informants  left  and  for  some  time  before  the  Army  were  in  general 
very  much  afflicted  with  the  fever  and  ague  and  flux,  they  were  likewise  short  of 
provisions,  having  been  for  some  time  upon  half  a  pound  of  flour  and  a  pound  of 
beef  a  day.  No  liquor  was  to  be  had  for  some  time  previous  to  their  leaving  it. 

For  four  days  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  with  provisions,  there 
was  no  ration  of  any  kind  served  out  to  the  men,  but  they  were  obliged  to  make 
what  shift  they  could  find  out. 

The  Informants  have  no  reason  to  think  that  Gen’l  Wajme  has  any  idea  of 
returning  to  this  part  of  the  country  this  season. 

Wm.  Campbell. 

Major  24th  Reg’t,  Commdg  of  Fort  Miamis. 


William  Beatie  and  Rubin  Hunt,  both  country  born,  deserters  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Army,  depose — 

That  they  deserted  from  the  Glaize  on  Saturday  the  12th  inst.,  and  were 
brought  in  by  a  scout  of  Indians,  who  met  them  about  sixteen  miles  from  this 
Post..  That  the  Army  was  to  march  for  the  Miamis  Towns  the  next  morning, 
leaving  a  Garrison  of  300  men  at  the  Glaize.  That  General  Wayne ’s  intention  was 
to  establish  a  Fort  at  the  Miamis,  and  afterwards  to  retire  to  Fort  Greenville,  there 
to  take  up  his  Winter  Quarters.  The  Army  consisted  of  3500  men.  That  General 
Wayne’s  intention  was  to  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  Peace  with  the  Indians,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  the  entire  Indian  Trade. 

They  further  say  that  an  escort  lately  arrived  with  some  provisions  at  the 
Glaize,  and  that  Major  Hunt  is  to  command  at  that  Garrison.  The  Deponents 
composed  part  of  the  Garrison  at  the  Glaize  when  General  Wayne  advanced  with 
his  Army.  The  Deponents  understand  that  there  are  no  cannon  at  any  of  the 
I*  orts  between  this  Post  and  Fort  Washington,  except  at  Greenville,  where  there 
is  only  one  six  pounder. 

Joseph  Hunter  and  James  Kelly,  Irishmen,  depose: 

That  they  belonged  to  the  first  Sub  Legion  of  the  American  Army  and  deserted 
from  Fort  Defiance  on  the  14th  Inst,  about  half  past  six  in  the  evening.  The 
Glaize  is  now  called  Fort  Defiance  by  the  Americans.  That  the  Army,  consisting 
of  about  2500  men,  had  marched  from  thence  at  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning  on 
the  12th  instant,  and  were  on  their  way  to  the  Miamis  Towns  where  General 
Wayne  intended  to  establish  a  Garrison.  They  say  that  prior  to  their  desertion 
they  saw  four  British  soldiers  enter  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Defiance.  That  the 
Garrison  consisted  of  200  men,  invalids.  They  further  say  that  800  men  (of  the 
Army)  had  marched  to  Fort  Washington  for  provisions.  Deponents  suppose 
that  the  Americans  lost  about  100  men,  killed  and  wounded  in  the  engagement  with 
the  Indians,  amongst  the  number  were  Captain  Campbell,  killed,  Captains  Prior 
and  Van  Ransellar  and  Lieutenant  Smyth,  wounded. 
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The  Deponents  further  add  that  Colonel  Hamtramock  is  to  have  the  command 
of  the  Garrison  at  the  Miamis  Towns,  which  is  to  consist  of  500  men,  the  1st  U.S. 
Regiment.  They  say  that  the  Army  has  been  much  distressed  for  provisions  this 
some  time  past.  That  the  Drummer  who  deserted  from  the  24th  Regiment  on 
the  21st  August  was  presented  with  a  horse  and  fifty  dollars  by  General  Wayne 
and  sent  into  Kentucky. 

The  Deponents  add  that  they  were  not  interrupted  by  Indians  or  any  others 
on  their  way  here. 

J.  Bunbury. 
Capt.  5th  Regiment,  Com’g. 

Fort  Miamis,  14th  Sept.  1794. 


FROM  C.  T.  A.  SCHOEDDE  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 


(Private) 

Fort  Ontario,  13th  September,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  1st  inst.  and  permit  me  to  mention  to 
you  that  Captain  Wickham  informed  me  that  it  was  customary  to  allow  such  families 
who  came  to  settle  in  the  Province  to  bring  in  a  barrel  of  salt  for  their  own  use. 
Indeed,  in  consequence  of  His  Excellency’s  permission  I  allowed  Mr.  Valkenberg 
to  bring  to  the  Fort  ten  barrels  on  account  of  his  misfortunes,  but  as  he  may  prob¬ 
ably  use  great  part  thereof  here  I  have  not  made  any  mention  thereof,  but  when 
they  enter  the  Province  I  will  regularly  report  thereon. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Indians  have  been  repulsed,  but  your  information 
is  all  I  know  on  the  subject. 

I  have  seen  American  papers  as  late  as  25th  August.  From  thence  it  would 
appear  that  the  French  have  made  an  inroad  into  Maritime  Flanders;  that  Ypers 
is  besieged  and  Ostende  expected  shortly  to  be  so,  but  from  our  neighbours  being 
always  willing  to  magnify  molehills  into  mountains  I  expect  it  is  nothing  more  than 
a  depredatory  incursion,  calculated  to  distress  and  alarm,  but  from  which  no  very 
serious  consequences  can  arise. 

If  I  had  had  time  I  would  have  copied  for  you  the  report  of  Barrere  to  the 
Convention,  in  which  he  announces  a  complete  victory1  instead  of  defeat  but  says 
that  seven  ships  are  missing  but  hourly  expected.  This  glorious  victory  is  parti¬ 
cularly  honorable  as  the  English  were  fourteen  sail  of  the  line  stronger  than  the 
French. 

You  must  naturally  have  heard  of  the  diabolical  decree  of  the  National  Con¬ 
vention — that  in  future  no  quarter  is  to  be  given  to  English  or  Hanoverians.  The 
Duke  of  York,  in  consequence  thereof  gave  out  General  Orders,  in  which  he  strongly 
recommends  humanity,  the  true  characteristic  of  genuine  valor. 

How  the  Americans  will  comment  on  this  I  long  to  see.  You  may  however 
depend  on  the  truth  hereof,  as  I  have  seen  it  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dundas  in  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  American  merchants  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  to  know  whether  they  might 
in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  execute  with  safety  orders  for  the  American  mar¬ 
ket.  He  declined  advising  them  and  told  them  that  the  respective  Governments 
were  well  inclined  to  a  good  understanding,  but  that  he  was  sorry  to  inform  them 


iReferring  to  the  naval  battle  of  1st  June,  1794. 
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that  Jacobinical  principles  were  very  common  amongst  the  people,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  foresee  the  consequences. 

I  am  highly  flattered  at  the  idea  of  a  reinforcement  and  hope  it  may  soon 
arrive.  In  case  it  should  consist  of  Militia,  I  have  hopes  there  may  be  Artificers 
among  them  to  execute  indispensable  repairs.  My  great  anxiety  for  an  increase 
of  numbers  is  not  my  immediate  danger,  but  the  fear  of  what  may  happen  (should 
the  present  negotiation  fail  and  the  ultimo  ratio  regum  be  resorted  to,  may  happen) 
at  a  period  when  no  succour  can  be  given  me,  and  I  cannot  defend  this  place  in  its 
present  situation,  but  with  the  men  I  asked  for  I  will  hold  out  in  spite  of  numbers, 
as  I  am  well  convinced  they  can  bring  neither  cannon  nor  mortars,  and  on  account 
of  the  snow  they  could  not  set  fire  to  my  blockhouses. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  poor  David  Ramsay,1  but  should  you  incline  to  give  him 
all  his  things  I  will  take  an  opportunity  to  send  them  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  <fec. 

C.  T.  A.  Schoedde. 

E.  B.  Littlehales,  Esq. 

P.S.  I  see  nowhere  a  confirmation  of  the  taking  of  the  Chesapeake  fleet;  on 
the  contrary  Barrere  when  he  announced  the  naval  victory  says  that  the  fleet 
was  safe  in  port,  consisting  of  116  sail.  I  sincerely  wish  it  may  be  as  true  as  the 
victory. 


FROM  THOMAS  ASTON  COFFIN  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Quebec,  Sept.  15th,  1794. 

My  dear  Sir : 

In  consequence  of  Colonel  Simcoe’s  wish  that  a  loyal  good  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  might  be  sent  to  the  River  Aux  Raisins,  Lord  Dorchester  applied 
to  the  Canadian  Bishop2  on  the  subject,  immediately  after  his  return  from  Mont¬ 
real.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Burke  has  been  appointed  to  that  duty  and  is  on  his  way 
there  and  will  deliver  you  this  letter.  He  is  as  good  a  subject  as  the  King  has,  and 
I  trust  will  discharge  the  duties  of  his  function  to  the  satisfaction  of  Colonel  Simcoe 
and  of  all  he  has  to  do  with.  Doubting  whether  Colonel  Simcoe  is  at  Niagara  just 
now,  I  do  not  mention  Mr.  Burke  to  him,  but  if  he  should  be  there  I  pray  you  to 
introduce  him  to  His  Excellency,  and  to  signify  Lord  Dorchester’s  wish  that  the 
Reverend  Father  may  be  facilitated  on  his  way  upward  in  one  of  the  King’s  ships. 
Lest  also  that  you  may  happen  to  be  out  of  the  way,  I  shall  write  a  line  to  Mr.  Smith 
praying  him  to  pass  him  on  and  at  the  same  time  to  show  him  such  civility  as  his 
tuation  may  require. 


Very  sincerely  yours 

Thos.  Aston  Coffin. 

Unaddressed. 


1  See  ante,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  331-2. 

2 The  Reverend  Jean  Francois  Hubert,  born  at  Quebec  23  February,  1739;  parish  priest  of 
L’Assomption,  (Sandwich),  1781-5;  Bishop  of  Almyre  and  coadjutor  to  the  Bishop  of  Quebec, 
14  June,  1785;  Bishop  of  Quebec,  4  June,  1788;  resigned,  1  Sept.  1797;  died  at  Quebec,  17  Oct., 
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FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  QUEBEC1  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Powell  flace,  near  Quebec, 
15th  September  1794. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  summer  compleated  the  visi¬ 
tation  of  my  diocese:  Having  passed  up  the  river  from  Montreal  to  Kingston, 
crossed  Lake  Ontario  to  Niagara,  &,  returning  from  thence,  proceeded  up  the  Bay 
of  Quinte  as  far  as  Fredericksburg;  &  having  held  a  confirmation  in  every  place, 
in  each  province,  in  which  a  minister  is  established.  It  is  not  from  me,  Sir,  that 
you  are  to  learn  the  rapid  progress  of  improvement  in  the  Upper  Province.  The 
almost  incredible  exertions  which  have  been  made  to  clear  the  ground,  the  fine 
crops  of  grain  which  the  new  lands  every  where  produce,  &  the  decent  &  commo¬ 
dious  farm-house  rising  near  the  little  hut  in  which  the  settler  first  shelter’d  him¬ 
self  &  his  family,  exhibit  a  scene  highly  interesting  &  satisfactory  at  present,  & 
open  prospects  of  the  future,  of  infinite  importance  &  extent. 

With  respect  to  Religious  Instruction  the  state  of  these  settlers  is  for  the  most 
truly  deplorable.  From  Montreal  to  Kingston,  a  distance  of  200  miles,  there  is 
not  one  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England:  nor  any  house  of  religious  worship 
except  one  small  Chapel2  belonging  to  the  Lutherans,  &  one,  or  perhaps  two,3 4  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Presbyterians.  The  public  worship  of  God  is  entirely  suspended, 
or  performed  in  a  manner  which  can  neither  tend  to  improve  the  people  in  Re¬ 
ligious  Truth,  nor  to  render  them  useful  members  of  society.  The  Presbyterian1 
and  the  Lutheran5  Clergymen  are,  I  believe,  men  of  good  character,  but  their  in¬ 
fluence  is  necessarily  limited  to  their  own  little  congregations.  The  great  bulk 
of  the  people  have,  &  can  have  no  instruction,  but  such  as  they  receive  occasionally 
from  itinerant  <fc  mendicant  Methodists;  a  set  of  ignorant  enthusiasts  whose 
preaching  is  calculated  only  to  perplex  the  understanding,  &  corrupt  the  morals; 
to  relax  the  nerves  of  industry,  &  dissolve  the  bonds  of  society. 

At  Kingston  there  is  a  small,  but  decent  Church;  a  respectable  congregation, 
(much  too  numerous  to  be  seated  in  it);  &  a  minister6  greatly,  &  justly  esteemed 
by  the  people. 

Along  the  Bay  of  Quints,  a  country  well  settled,  &  improved  to  the  very  back 
concessions  of  some  of  the  Townships,  they  have  but  one  Minister,7 — a  Missionary 
for  Fredericksburg  &  Ernest  Town  where  he  has  three  or  four  small  log  huts,  which 
are  used  as  Churches,  but  which  are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  decent  accomo¬ 
dation  of  their  respective  congregations. 

At  Niagara  there  is  a  Minister,8  but  nu  Church.  The  service  is  performed 
sometimes  in  the  Chamber  of  the  Legislative  Council,  &  sometimes  at  Free  Mason’s 
Hall,  a  house  of  public  entertainment.  The  congregation  is  numerous  &  respectable. 

In  the  whole  progress  of  my  visitation  I  found  the  better  part  of  the  people 
extremely  unhappy  under  the  privation  of  Religious  Instruction,  &  to  the  last 
degree  earnest  in  their  entreaties  that  I  would  use  the  power,  which  they  supposed 
me  to  possess,  of  sending  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  among  them;  They 

iRt.  Rev.  Jacob  Mountain,  D.D. 

2  At  Willi amsburgh,  Dundas  county.  (See  James  Croil’s  “Dundas,  ”  p.  250.) 

3  Williamstown  and  Cornwall  (?). 

4  Rev.  John  Bethune. 

5  Rev.  Samuel  Schwerdfeger. 

6  Rev.  John  Stuart. 

7  Rev.  John  Langhorn. 

8  Rev.  Robert  Addison. 
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represented  in  the  strongest  terms  not  only  the  uneasiness  which  the  more  serious 
and  reflecting  persons  among  them  feel,  for  themselves  &  for  their  families;  but 
the  dreadful  consequences  which  follow  a  total  want  of  Religious  principles  among 
some  of  the  lowest  orders  of  the  people;  whose  ignorance,  profligacy,  &  barbarism, 
they  represent  as  being  more  shameful,  &  degrading,  than  those  of  the  savages, 
by  whom  they  are  surrounded,  &  whom  they  affect  to  despise. 

The  subject  calls  for  immediate  attention;  &  I  therefore  beg  permission  to 
submit  what  I  conceive  necessary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  keep  alive  the  influence  of 
Religion  in  this  country,  &  promote  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects. 

A  Church  should  be  immediately  built  at  Cornwall  &  a  minister  sent  there, 
for  that  Township,  &  neighbourhood.  Another  Church,  &  another  minister, 
for  Johnstown,  &  its  neighbourhood.  These  might,  for  the  present,  be  sufficient 
for  the  whole  country  between  Montreal  &  Kingston;  supposing  the  Clergymen 
who  are  sent  to  be  men  of  activity  &  zeal.  But  less  than  this  would  leave  the 
greater  part  of  the  people  exposed  to  all  the  inconveniences  &  evils  which  they  at 
present  suffer. 

It  is  highly  expedient  that  another  clergyman  be  sent  into  the  Bay  of  Quinte, 
Adolphus  Town  seems  to  be  the  proper  situation;  as  being  a  very  populous  Town¬ 
ship,  &  most  central  with  respect  to  the  rest. 

A  Clergyman  has  long  been  wanted  at  Detroit;  &  another  should  be  sent  to 
York.  In  the  former  there  is  a  considerable  body  of  Protestants;  &  the  society 
of  the  latter  is  in  a  state  of  progression  which  peculiarly  calls  for  the  residence  of  a 
respectable  minister. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  immediate,  &  pressing  wants  of  the  country.  It  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  foi  me  to  observe  that  the  inhabitants  are  not  yet  in  a  situation  to  supply 
those  wants  themselves :  nor  need  I  remark  that  it  will  be  long  before  the  reserved 
lands  will  furnish  any  support  at  all  to  the  Clergy  of  these  provinces.  To  the 
bounty  of  the  Government  at  home  must  they  look  for  this  provision;  &  they  do 
look  to  it  with  confidence. 

The  necessaries  of  life  are  in  Upper  Canada  yet  extremely  dear.  And  I  believe 
it  utterly  impossible  that  any  Clergyman  should  live  in  a  comfortable,  or  even 
decent  manner,  for  less  than  between  two  &  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  I  state 
this  with  reluctance;  but  it  must  not  be  dissembled.  Allow  me  therefore  to  say, 
that  I  think  no  clergyman  can  be  sent  out  to  that  province,  with  a  less  salary  from 
Government  than  a  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  a  year.  Should  such  appointments 
take  place,  I  must  apply  to  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  to  aug¬ 
ment  each  salary,  by  an  allowance  of  fifty  pounds  a  year:  and  something,  I  trust 
may  be  added  further,  by  voluntary  subscription,  among  the  inhabitants ;  tho’  it 
will  be  long  before  this  can  amount  to  any  thing  considerable.  With  respect  to 
Churches,  I  understand  from  his  Excellency  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe,  that  he  has 
been  promised  a  sum,  equal  to  that  which  was  allowed  to  Nova  Scotia,  for  building 
where  he  should  think  them  most  necessary.  I  have  therefore  no  anxiety  upon 
that  head.  Well  knowing  his  Excellency’s  zeal  for  promoting  the  wellfare  of  the 
Province  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  particular.  It  is  a  singular  satisfaction 
to  me  that  in  every  thing  I  have  now  said  respecting  the  number  of  ministers,  im¬ 
mediately  called  for,  &  the  salaries  necessary  for  their  support,  I  have  the  entire  con¬ 
currence  of  his  Excellency’s  opinion.  I  therefore  offer  my  own  with  the  less  diffi¬ 
dence;  &  indeed  wish  to  press  it,  with  all  the  earnestness  which  may  be  consistent 
with  a  proper  deference  for  the  judgment  of  the  person  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  address. — 

1  he  present  moment  seems  precisely  that  which  is  most  favourable  to  the 
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success  of  such  a  measure.  Of  the  settlers  in  Upper  Canada  the  majority  is  com¬ 
posed  of  Dissenters  of  various  descriptions:  But  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to 
believe  that  if  a  proper  number  of  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  be  sent 
amongst  them,  before  each  sect  shall  become  able  to  provide  ministers  of  its  own, 
they  will  to  a  man  conform  to  that  Church.  I  ground  this  conviction  not  only  upon 
prevailing  opinion,  &  general  information,  but  upon  the  particular  &  express  de¬ 
claration  of  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  different  sects  made  to  myself  ;&upon 
my  own  experience  of  many  persons,  of  all  ages,  &  of  the  most  respectable  char¬ 
acters,  among  them,  openly  conforming  to  the  Church,  by  receiving  from  me  the 
rite  of  confirmation. 

Such  a  conformity  appears  to  be  no  less  desireable  on  a  political  than  in  a 
Religious  point  of  view:  In  times  like  the  present,  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  would 
prove  the  best  security  to  Government  for  the  submission,  fidelity,  and  loyalty  of 
its  subjects. 

Experience  justifies  the  opinion  that  the  progress  of  the  settlements  would 
be  greatly  accelerated  by  the  erection  of  Churches  &  establishment  of  ministers. 
Wherever  this  has  been  done  the  number  of  settlers  has  always  immediately  in¬ 
creased.  Sober  &  thinking  men  are  unwilling  to  bring  their  families  into  situations 
in  which  they  are  deprived  of  all  the  benefits  of  Religious  Instruction:  and  there 
are  many  instances  of  persons  having  rejected  lands  in  all  other  respects  desireable 
on  this  account  alone. 

I  can  not  therefore  but  indulge  a  sanguine  hope  that  the  great  advantages 
which  may  reasonably  be  expected  will  preponderate  in  the  minds  of  his  Majesty’s 
Ministers  against  the  expence  that  will  be  incurred  by  the  measures  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  propose. 

If  Clergymen  be  sent  out  upon  these  terms,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  extending  the  same  terms  to  Mr.  Addison,  the  minister  at  Niagara. 
This  gentleman  has  at  present  nothing  more  than  fifty  pounds  annually  allowed 
by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  &  a  small  &  very  precarious  sub¬ 
scription  from  his  parishioners,  making  altogether  an  income  upon  which  it  is 
utterly  impossible  that  he  can  be  maintained.  He  came  out  with  the  expectation 
of  the  same  allowance  which  Government  has  been  pleased  to  make  to  all  other 
Missionaries. 

The  Church  of  England,  in  Lower  Canada,  tho’  far  from  being  raised  to  that 
respectable  situation  in  which  it  is  my  ambition  to  see  it,  is  yet  under  circumstances 
somewhat  less  degrading  than  those  in  which  I  found  it  on  my  arrival. 

The  Swiss  minister  at  that  time  officiating  at  Quebec,  read  English  so  im¬ 
perfectly  as  to  be  unintelligible  to  the  Congregation.  The  principal  minister  at 
Montreal  had  the  same  disqualification.  At  Three  Rivers,  the  minister  united 
to  an  utter  incapacity  of  speaking  so  as  to  be  understood,  mental  imbecility,  & 
notorious  irregularity  of  conduct. 

During  the  winter,  &  up  to  the  time  of  my  visitation,  my  brother,  Mr.  Moun¬ 
tain,  assisted  by  my  Chaplain  gratuitously  performed  the  whole  duty  at  Quebec. 
And  Mr.  Toosey  being  now  at  length  arrived,  to  take  it  upon  himself,  I  have  sent 
Mr.  Mountain,  (with  Lord  Dorchester’s  concurrence)  to  be  assistant  minister  at 
Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Delisle,  the  minister  of  Montreal,  is  dead ;  and  Lord  Dorchester 
has  given  that  living  to  Mr.  Tunstall,  a  young  man  of  regular  education,  &  of  good 
capacity,  who  was  before  assistant  minister  there.  There  is  a  clergyman  at  William 
Henry  of  good  moral  character,  &  competent  knowledge. 

Nothing,  I  believe  would  tend  more  effectually  to  give  weight  &  consequence 
to  the  establishment,  than  a  proper  Church  at  Quebec,  exclusively  appropriated 
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to  our  worship.  That  that  worship  should  be  performed  only  by  permission  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  &,  with  that  permission,  only  once  on  the  Sunday,  that  the 
Protestant  Bishop  should  obtain  a  seat  in  the  Church  by  the  indulgence  only  of  the 
Superiour  of  the  Franciscans;  that  our  pure  &  reasonable  service  should  only  be 
performed  within  walls  loaded  with  all  the  pageantry  &  meretricious  ornament  of 
Popish  superstition,  amid  crucifixes,  images,  pictures  of  saints,  altars,  tapers,  & 
burning  lamps, — these,  Sir,  are  circumstances  which,  while  they  shock  &  disgust 
the  enlighten’d  mind,  in  the  rational  discharges  of  its  duty,  serve  also  strongly,  & 
publicly,  to  mark  a  dependence  of  the  Church  of  England,  upon  the  Church  of 
Rome,  for  the  imperfect  enjoyment  of  privileges,  which,  I  trust,  the  Government  of 
England  will  think  ought  to  be  all  its  own. 

Upon  this  subject  I  have  had  the  honor  of  some  conversations  with  my  Lord 
Dorchester:  but  I  have  not  yet  arrived  at  such  information,  as  would  warrant  my 
presuming  to  lay  before  you  any  plan  for  our  relief. 

There  yet  remains  a  subject,  Sir,  upon  which  I  am  induced  to  take  the  liberty 
of  submitting  a  few  remarks  to  your  consideration.  The  plan  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Council  for  introducing  an  extensive  system  of  education  into  this  country, 
appears  to  have  failed  by  attempting  too  much  at  once.  We  are  perhaps  not  yet 
ripe  for  such  an  institution.  But,  as  introductory  to  it,  good  Grammar  Schools 
should  be  established,  &  encouraged  in  Quebec,  in  Montreal,  &  in  Kingston.  With 
these  we  should  immediately  begin.  But  the  allowance  of  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  made  by  Government  for  such  purposes,  has  been  so  unfortunately  applied 
by  our  former  Governors,  as  to  produce  no  good  effect  whatever.  I  have  repre¬ 
sented  this  matter  to  Lord  Dorchester,  &  his  Lordship  proposes  to  lay  it  before  the 
Executive  Council,  &  to  proceed  upon  their  report.  Not  being  a  member  of  that 
Council,  I  have  of  course  no  further  voice  in  the  business:  But  I  hope  I  do  not  pre¬ 
sume  too  far  in  earnestly  recommending  it  to  your  attention,  &  in  proposing  that 
one  hundred  pounds  a  year  should  be  added,  for  the  encouragement  &  support  of 
a  school  at  Kingston,  for  the  education  of  the  youth  of  Upper  Canada.  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  last  importance  to  that  province.  You  will  see, 
no  doubt,  Sir,  all  the  mischiefs  that  may  eventually  arise  from  the  necessity  of 
sending  our  youth  for  education  to  the  schools  of  Foreign  America:  A  necessity 
which  certainly  exists  at  present ;  &  to  which  I  know  some  worthy  &  prudent  parents 
most  reluctantly  submit  . 

If  it  should  be  thought  expedient  to  send  out  Clergymen,  &  a  schoolmaster 
for  Upper  Canada,  upon  the  plan  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit:  I  beg 
leave  to  request  that  your  intentions  upon  that  subject  may  be  signified  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln.  The  extent  of  his  Lordship’s  diocese,  &  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  characters  of  his  clergy,  will,  I  have  little  doubt,  afford  him  the  means  of 
recommending  proper  persons  for  the  appointments  in  question.  And  I  am  sure  his 
Lordship  wall  shrink  from  no  trouble  which  may  enable  him  to  promote  the  interests 
of  Religion,  &  of  liberal  education. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  mention  that  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe  does  not  wish  to 
interfere  in  the  nomination  of  the  ministers,  but  has  referred  that  matter  whollv 
to  me. 

It  would  be  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  favoured  with  your  instructions 
upon  the  subject  of  tithes,  as  stated  in  my  former  letters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c., 

J.  Quebec. 

The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 


Detroit,  September  16th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  much  concerned  to  report  to  your  Excellency  that  Major  Campbell  has 
been  obliged  by  ill  health  to  quit  the  command  at  Fort  Miamis.  He  arrived  here 
at  12  o’clock  last  night  but  too  ill  for  me  }ret  to  see  him,  He  sent  me  the  intelligence 
of  some  deserters  which  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  Excellency’s  information.  He 
brought  with  him  several  sick  men  belonging  to  the  24th  Regiment,  which  with 
those  already  sent  by  him  since  he  took  the  Command  there,  amount  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety. 

Captain  Stiell  and  lieutenant  Robison  were  also  obliged  by  ill  health  to  return 
here,  and  Captain  Bunbury  is  at  present  in  the  Command  of  the  Fort  and  Turtle 
Island,  where  I  propose  that  he  should  remain,  till  I  have  the  honor  of  hearing  the 
arrangement  you  propose  for  the  Winter  Garrisons,  as  mentioned  to  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  6th  inst.  by  the  Dunmore.  By  that  time  I  hope  Captain  Stiell’s 
health  will  be  sufficiently  re-established  to  re-assume  his  Command,  and  I  should 
also  hope  that  Major  Campbell  would  be  able  again  to  go  out  there,  if  considered 
necessary  by  you. 

I  am  sorry  to  mention  that  the  sick  of  the  Royal  Artillery  and  24th  Regiment 
make  but  very  slow  progress  in  recovering  notwithstanding  every  attention  is  paid 
to  them,  and  every  comfort  furnished  them  that  the  Post  allows. 

I  send  now  by  the  Chippawa,  agreeably  to  your  directions,  the  recruits  enlisted 
by  Lieutenant  Givens,  they  were  placed  by  him  under  the  charge  of  an  old  soldier 
that  he  enlisted  here,  by  the  name  of  Mulholland,  who  calls  himself  an  Acting 
Sergeant.  I  also  send  some  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  that  were  under  the  direction 
of  Lieutenant  Pilkington  and  who  have  been  for  some  time  in  the  Hospital  here. 
The  Surgeon  reports  them  in  a  proper  state  to  join  their  Regiment,  but  does  not 
recommend  their  return  to  Fort  Miamis,  where  he  is  confident  they  would  relapse. 
There  are  some  more  yet  in  the  Hospital,  but  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  sent 
away  by  this  opportunity. 

By  the  reports  I  receive  from  Fort  Miamis,  the  works  are  by  no  means  nearly 
completed,  particularly  the  accomodations  proposed  for  the  Troops,  which  are  at 
a  stand  for  the  want  of  artificers.  I  have  several  times  written  desiring  them  to  be 
completed  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  as  the  wet  and  cold  season  was  advancing 
fast,  but  fear  without  a  supply  of  proper  carpenters  from  Niagara,  that  all  the 
exertions  Lieutenant  Pilkington  can  make,  will  not  complete  them  in  proper  time. 
The  labourers’  work  is  considerably  ahead  of  the  carpenters’  work. 

I  have  communicated  your  orders  and  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Pilkington, 
relative  to  completing  the  Fort  without  loss  of  time,  to  his  remaining  there  till  it 
is  completed,  and  to  observe  the  directions  given  by  you  for  the  water  communi¬ 
cations. 

Captain  Brant  with  ninety-seven  of  his  people  are  here,  he  seems  much  un¬ 
determined  what  to  do,  says  he  is  greatly  disappointed  in  Colonel  McKee  not  being 
here,  and  mentions  his  having  reason  to  expect  to  meet  your  Excellency  or  that  he 
would  not  have  come;  He  has  sent  to  propose  a  Council  with  the  Hurons  at 
Brownstown  and  is  to  see  me  previous  to  its  taking  place.  I  informed  him  that 
I  did  not  now  expect  you  here,  but  he  assured  me  that  he  received  a  letter  from 
you  of  a  later  date  than  Your  Excellency’s  to  me,  wherein  you  decidedly  men¬ 
tioned  your  intention  of  coming  here  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 


Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe. 
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FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  September  16th,  1794. 
Sir : 

I  certainly  would  have  sent  Monsieur  Le  Dru  to  Mackinac  in  a  merchant  vessel 
if  any  opportunity  had  offered  since  his  return  here  from  Fort  Erie  as  mentioned 
by  you  in  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  August,  and  as  this  season  is  now  too  late 
for  him  to  quit  Mackinac  if  he  was  sent  there,  I  forward  him  once  more  to  Fort 
Erie  under  the  care  of  Captain  Harrow,  to  receive  Your  Excellency’s  further  orders. 
If  he  is  ill  disposed  or  his  principles  considered  republican,  this  is  by  no  means  a 
proper  place  to  suffer  him  to  remain,  as  Your  Excellency  before  observed. 

I  believe  I  can  account  for  the  report  made  of  him  to  Lord  Dorchester  and  the 
channel  through  which  it  came,  and  imagine  it  proceeded  more  from  an  officious 
disposition  in  the  person  who  made  it,  than  from  any  offence  that  man  has  committed 
at  least  within  the  British  lines. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &e. 

R.  G.  England. 

Unaddressed. 


Detroit,  September  17th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Captain  Elliott  arrived  here  late  last  night  with  an  address  from  General 
Wayne  to  several  tribes  of  Indians,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
inclose.  The  address  was  brought  to  the  Indian  Encampment  by  a  Shawanae 
woman,  who  was  made  a  prisoner  some  time  ago  by  General  Wayne’s  scouts,  and  as 
Captain  Elliot  reports  it  was  explained  to  all  the  Indians  in  the  Encampment  before 
he  left  it,  but  no  answer  yet  returned.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  remark  that 
General  Wayne  has  totally  laid  aside  the  cloak  he  may  have  availed  himself  of  in 
his  last  address  to  the  Indians,  when  he  mentioned  the  had  white  men  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Rapids,  by  explicitly  naming  the  British  in  the  Address  now  forwarded. 

Captain  Elliot  informs  me  that  he  daily  delivers  three  thousand  rations  to 
Indians  and  their  families,  exclusive  of  many  more  that  he  is  occasionally  obliged 
to  give  to  straggling  parties,  and  at  this  Post  there  is  also  an  unusual  consumption, 
and  as  it  is  likely  to  continue  during  the  Winter,  I  fear  we  shall  be  exhausted  if  a 
speedy  supply  is  not  sent  here,  or  authority  given  to  purchase  an  additional  quan¬ 
tity  of  flour,  and  the  fresh  beef  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yesterday. 

I  beg  to  propose  to  Your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  having  an  Interpreter 
stationed  during  the  Winter  at  Fort  Miamis,  to  receive  and  explain  any  intelligence 
the  Indians  may  bring  from  the  Glaize  or  the  Posts  occupied  by  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  In  the  present  situation  of  the  Indians,  removed  several  miles 
below  the  Fort,  all  intelligence  must  first  go  to  their  encampment  and  a  delay  of 
some  hours  takes  place  before  it  can  reach  the  Fort.  I  mean  this  day  to  propose 
to  Captain  Elliot  some  better  temporary  arrangement,  and  if  the  propriety  of  it 
strikes  you,  and  that  Colonel  McKee  returns  here,  as  I  hope  he  immediately  will, 
I  should  be  glad  you  would  mention  the  necessity  of  having  some  of  the  Indians, 
if  possible,  if  not  so,  near  it  so  as  to  be  useful  to  the  Garrison,  if  there  was  no  other 
consideration  but  to  prevent  desertion,  which  I  am  concerned  to  mention,  by 
Captain  Bunbury’s  report,  received  last  night,  has  already  commenced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency,  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 
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MILITIA  ORDERS. 

Navy  Hall,  Septr.  18th,  1794. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  desires  Major  Clench  to  express  his  perfect  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  zeal,  spirit,  and  loyalty  with  which  the  Officers,  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  detachment  of  Militia  under  his  command  have  stood 
forward  in  obedience  to  the  Laws  and  for  the  protection  of  the  King's  Rights  and 
the  Properties  of  their  fellow  Subjects. 

The  late  irruption  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  time  of  profound 
Peace  into  the  neutral  Territory  of  Indians,  adjacent  to  the  Possessions  of  His 
Majesty’s  faithful  Subjects  and  the  vain  Menaces  which  the  General  of  that  Army 
held  forth  to  the  Officer  Commanding  a  Barrier  Fort,  expressly  directed  to  defend 
the  Country  and  Property  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  having  for  the 
present  terminated  in  the  withdrawing  of  this  Force  to  a  certain  distance,  it  is 
with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Lieut.  Governor  at  present,  can  consult  the  interest 
of  the  Individuals  of  the  Militia  without  violating  his  public  Duty. 

He  therefore  directs  that  the  greater  part  of  them  obtain  leave  of  absence  for 
fourteen  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  they  will  receive  further  orders; 
but  should  any  unforeseen  event  render  it  necessary  for  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
to  call  for  them  at  a  more  early  period,  His  Excellency  is  certain  that  by  the  active 
assistance  of  the  Militia  of  this  District,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Loyal  Militia 
of  Detroit  and  the  King’s  Troops,  he  shall,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  be  fully  en¬ 
abled  to  protect  the  Possessions  and  just  Commerce  of  his  fellow  Subjects,  and  to 
convince  all  insidious  or  open  aggressors  that  no  part  of  the  King’s  Possessions  in 
this  Province  will  be  invaded  with  impunity. 

Major  Clench  will  be  so  good  as  to  take  measures  for  the  accurate  execution 
of  these  orders. 

The  Lieut.  Governor  desires  the  Major  to  observe  to  the  Militia  how  much 
pleased  he  was  at  the  time  they  were  first  drawn  out  at  the  silence  with  which  they 
conducted  themselves.  He  desires  them  to  be  informed  that  silence  under  arms 
is  the  first  requisite  of  a  soldier,  as  it  enables  the  officer  to  execute  his  very  important 
duties  with  readiness  and  precision. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia. 

E.  B.  Littlehales,  M.B. 


J.  G.  SIMCOE’S  DIARY  OF  JOURNEY  TO  THE  MIAMIS  RIVER 

SEPTEMBER  [1794]. 

After  several  days  delay  at  Fort  Erie  owing  to  contrary  winds  but  which 
interval  was  filled  up  by  councils  with  the  Six  Nations  the  (illegible)  I  sailed  on 
board  the  Ottawa,  Captain  Cowan,  on  the  19th  of  September  from  Fort  Erie. 
The  passengers  with  me  were  Colonel  McKee  and  Mr.  Selby  who  had  arrived  from 
Detroit  on  their  way  to  Quebec,  the  Colonel  thinking  it  more  prudent  to  return 
with  me  than  to  proceed  to  Lord  Dorchester,  and  Captain  Seward,  Mr.  Mayne 
and  Tickell  with  two  Officers  of  the  24th  embarking  on  board  the  Dunmore,  Lieut¬ 
enant  Brooking  and  50  Rangers. 

20th.  A  violent  storm  (or  zephyr)  drove  us  for  shelter  under  the  Grand  River 
Bluff.  The  Dunmore  went  back  to  Fort  Erie. 
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21st.  Colonel  McKee  and  I  landed,  pitched  our  tents  and  slept  on  shore. 

22nd.  Do.  I  could  not  but  admire  the  sagacity  of  Captain  Cowan’s  goat.  The 
ship  on  account  of  the  swell  changed  her  station.  The  goat  having  been 
landed  to  browse,  on  seeing  the  ship  under  sail,  discovered  every  symptom 
of  uneasiness  and  discomfort,  more  so  than  I  ever  noticed  in  the  most  sagac¬ 
ious  dog  at  being  left  behind  its  master. 

23rd.  The  wind  being  abated,  we  re-embarked  and  sailed.  The  country  about 
the  Grand  River  Bluff,  the  lake  and  shore  seems  very  pleasant. 

24th.  The  Dunmore  and  heavy  merchant  vessel  came  in  sight. 

25th.  At  evening  made  Point  au  Pele. 

26th.  Anchored  within  Turtle  Island  and  landed  there.  Captain  Seward  quite 
delighted  with  my  hog  pen.  ....  Batteries  that  were 
prepared  there  ready  for  filling,  and  was  not  content  till  he,  to  use  an  express¬ 
ion  he  borrowed  from  General  Green,  animated  them  by  placing  a  cannon 
therein  and  firing  a  shot,  by  this  means  discovering  their  intention,  which 
was  mysterious  to  Sergt.  Front  and  his  Garrison.  Front  had  been  at  the 
Miamis  Fort  and  had  observed  that  even  “had  Mr.  Wayne  got  in  he  would 
have  found  worse  work  than  if  he  had  been  kept  out.”  I  was  pleased  with 
the  Sergeant’s  observation  as  it  was  the  'point  of  defence  I  meant  to  impress 
upon  the  soldiers. 

27th.  Rowed  to  Swan  Creek  where  the  Indians  were  encamped,  Captain  Elliott 
having  brought  down  his  boat  for  us.  The  Indians  lined  the  banks  of  this 
beautiful  part  of  the  River  and  saluted  me.  Their  numbers  were  near  two 
thousand,  and  the  whole  of  the  firing  exhibited  a  grand  spectacle  and  seemed 
to  imitate  action  and  the  defence  of  the  banks  of  a  river  to  great  perfection. 
After  some  little  delay  Captain  Elliott,  Colonel  McKee  and  Mr.  Mayne  rode 
with  me  to  Miamis  Fort,  saluted  at  my  arrival.  I  found  the  situation  of  the 
Garrison  most  melancholy,  a  prey  to  despondency  and  sickness,  35  men  only 
fit  for  duty,  those  encamped  without  the  Glacis,  and  Mr.  Wayne  within 
forty  miles.  I  instantly  sent  an  express  to  Colonel  England  to  send  every 
man  of  the  24th  to  the  Garrison  without  delay,  and  I  slept  with  some  personal 
anxiety  below  the  Fort  that  night.  The  day  preceding  a  Company  of  sixty 
Canadian  Militia  had  arrived  from  Detroit. 

28th.  Lieutenant  Brooking  and  his  detachment  arrived.  I  left  him  my  tent  and 
placed  the  soldiers  within  the  Fort  in  the  Officer’s  mess-room.  Poor  Pilk- 
ington,  the  Engineer,  who  had  been  worn  down  by  zeal,  sickness,  and 
anxiety,  appeared  this  morning  to  be  evidently  recovered  by  my  arrival  and 
the  perfect  approbation  that  he  received  from  me  of  his  conduct.  The 
whole  of  this  little  (illegible)  has  given  me  much  satisfaction  and  is  most 
truly  creditable  to  us  all,  to  my  passage  down  the  Thames,  the  Engineers 
exertions,  Colonel  England’s  support  and  the  conduct  of  Major  Campbell 
is  above  all  praise.  I  know  Mr.  Wayne  so  well1  that  he  actually  did  recon¬ 
noitre  at  the  express  point  where  I  said  he  would  come,  and  poor  Givings 
was  angry  with  me  for  thinking  that  it  was  not  absolutely  certain  that  he 
could  have  killed  the  bravo  with  his  pistol. 

After  Major  Campbell  had  forbidden  his  further  approaches  a  troop  of 
cavalry  came  so  near  as  to  occasion  the  Major  to  order  a  cannon  to  be  pointed 
at  them  and  the  ball  to  be  lighted.  They  prudently  withdrew,  but  had  any 
good  hardy  person  commanded  them,  and  had  they  remained,  the  shot 

'Simcoe  had  been  directly  opposed  to  Wayne  as  a  commander  in  the  spring  campaign  of 

1781  in  Virginia. 
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would  have  been  fired  and  would  have  been  the  signal  for  war  which  at  this 
moment  would  have  raged  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  for  once 
begun  I  see  no  measures  from  the  nature  of  the  means  by  which  it  must  have 
been  carried  on,  of  saying  “stop”  with  any  degree  of  effect.  I  look  upon  it 
therefore  as  most  providential,  and  that  Campbell’s  conduct  deserves  the 
highest  applause  of  his  King  and  Country.  Wayne  was  deceived  in  the 
strength  of  the  place  and  particularly  I  believe  by  the  order  I  had  given  that 
its  cannon  should  not  be  sent  thither  until  it  was  completely  finished. 

Captain  Bunbury,  who  was  also  very  ill,  commanded  at  the  Fort,  Major 
Campbell  having  left  it  in  a  dangerous  illness.  I  returned  in  the  evening 
to  Swan  Creek,  having  visited  the  field  of  action  between  the  Indians  and 
Wayne  in  the  Course  of  the  day,  and  viewed  that  Officer’s  encampment. 

The  Indians  practically  speaking  at  the  time  had  won  the  battle.  Their 
main  force  was  four  miles  off  receiving  their  provisions  when  the  advance 
parties  met.  The  Indians  drove  that  of  Wayne  back  upon  his  main  body 
in  great  confusion  and  with  great  loss,  throwing  at  the  same  time  his  whole 
body  into  disorder,  Could  they  have  been  supported  the  battle  was  won,  but 
that  not  being  the  case  they  were  overpowered  by  numbers  and  driven  back, 
while  the  distance  their  supporters  had  to  run  brought  them  not  an  accession 
of  force  but  of  persons  outbreathed  and  victims  to  the  order  in  which  Wayne’s 
wings  moved  on,  almost  surrounding  them.  Egushwa  and  the  Little  Otter 
were  wounded  and  the  Chief  of  the  Hurons  killed.  The  Little  Otter  was 
brought  off  the  field  on  that  white  horse  which  is  now  in  my  possession.  But 
for  this  gallant  action  he  must  have  been  taken. 


Outline  sketch  ( accompanying  Sitncoe  s  Diary)  of  the  field  of  action  at  the  P  alien  rimber. 
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The  Indians  unadvisedly  through  impatience  left  their  first  camp  where 
their  left  was  secured,  and  where  they  ought  to  have  waited.  They  were 
receiving  provisions  at  the  Fort  when  the  action  began.  The  dotted  lines 
explain  the  march  of  Wayne’s  flank  division. 

The  Indians  were  pursued  in  every  direction  for  twelve  miles.  That 
was  reported  to  Wayne.  They  were  not  then  six  miles  off.  They  and  their 
friends  lost  only  25  men,  Wayne  near  200.  Bunbury  came  the  day  after 
the  action  at  Turtle  Island. 

29th.  Sept.  Got  on  board  but  returned  the  30th  to  Swan  Creek  on  hearing  of  Brant’s 
being  on  his  way  thither  over  land. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  Sept.  16th,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  master  builder  and  the  carpenters  who  were  with  him  at  Fort  Miamis 
being  now  nearly  recovered  from  the  illness  they  acquired  there,  I  have  directed 
them  to  begin  immediately  on  the  Gun  Boat  ordered  by  your  Excellency,  these  to 
be  calculated  to  carry  a  twelve  pounder,  and  when  loaded  is  to  draw  four  feet  seven 
inches  water,  she  will  be  larger  than  any  of  those  boats  you  have  seen  here  and  will 
answer  exceedingly  well  for  going  to  any  part  of  the  lake  where  she  may  be  wanted. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  state  of  the  Marine  Department  as  it  now  stands,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  there  are  eight  in  the  Hospital  and  fifteen  seamen 
wanting  to  complete  the  establishment  for  this  year  and  many  of  the  establishment 
disposed  of  in  a  different  manner  from  what  was  intended  when  the  establishment 
was  fixed,  this  must  naturally  so  weaken  the  crews  allotted  for  the  larger  vessels 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  up  one  or  more  of  them  immediately,  however, 
this  shall  not  be  done  as  long  as  they  can  navigate  the  lakes  with  a  probability 
safety  or  till  I  have  your  orders. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  you  that  among  the  number  of  wants  in  the 
Marine  Department,  there  is  not  a  pound  of  Oakum,  Pitch,  or  Tar,  an  assortment 
of  cordage  and  canvas  is  also  much  wanted,  and  none  of  the  articles  can  be  pro¬ 
cured  here,  some  stores  are  expected  before  the  communication  closes  but  as  the 
store  now  is  perfectly  exhausted  I  am  apprehensive  we  shall  not  have  sufficient  for 
the  preparation  necessary  in  the  Spring  and  the  new  boats  ordered. 

Every  attention  shall  be  paid  to  have  the  Gunboats  directed  by  you  finished 
before  the  season  of  navigating  the  lakes  again  commences,  but  the  twelve  pounder 
must  be  sent  from  Niagara,  and  also  a  gun  of  whatever  calibre  you  propose  for  the 
second  gun-boat. 

Canadians  are  still  continued  as  Marines  on  board  the  vessels  and  gun-boats, 
and  if  not  objected  to  by  you,  I  propose  that  they  should  remain  till  the  season  closes, 
I  beg  to  be  informed  if  their  pay  is  to  be  included  in  the  pay  lists  of  the  department 
or  made  a  separate  contingent  charge  by  your  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency’s 

very  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

R.  G.  England. 

The  Felicity  returned  here  in  Ballast,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  Beaver  is 
now  on  Government  service  to  the  Grand  River. 


R.  E. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

London,  17th  September,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  had  last  week  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  you  a  few  lines  by  Mr.  Blaney, 
You  will  receive  this  letter  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Morris.  He  will  also  be  the  bearer 
of  my  despatches  to  Mr.  Randolph.  They  will  be  voluminous,  particular,  and  in 
many  respects,  interesting.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  irritation 
here  as  well  as  in  America,  and  that  our  party  processions,  toasts,  etc.  etc.,  have 
not  been  well  calculated  to  produce  good-will  and  good-humour.  The  government, 
nevertheless,  distinguish  between  national  acts  and  party  effusions,  and  have 
entertained  hitherto  an  opinion  and  belief  that  the  president  and  our  government 
and  nation  in  general,  were  really  desirous  of  an  amicable  settlement  of  differences, 
and  of  laying  a  foundation  for  friendship  as  well  as  peace  between  the  two  countries. 

The  secretary’s  letter  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  his  speech  on  his  introduction  to 
the  Convention,  have  appeared  in  the  English  papers.  Their  impression  in  this 
country  may  easily  be  conjectured.  I  wish  they  had  both  been  more  guarded. 
The  language  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  and  London  should  correspond  with  their 
neutrality.  These  things  are  not  favourable  to  my  mission.  A  speedy  conclusion 
to  the  negotiation  is  problematical,  though  not  highly  improbable.  If  I  should  be 
able  to  conclude  the  business  on  admissible  terms,  I  shall  do  it  and  risk  consequences, 
rather  than  by  the  delay  of  waiting  for  and  governing  myself  by  opinions  and  in¬ 
structions,  hazard  a  change  in  the  disposition  of  this  court;  for  it  seems  our  country, 
or  rather  some  part  of  it,  will  not  forbear  asperities.  I  hear  that  Virginia  is  taking 
British  property  by  escheat;  and  other  things  which  in  the  present  moment  are 
unseasonable,  are  here  reported. 

As  the  proposed  articles  are  under  consideration — as  they  have  already  under¬ 
gone  some  alterations,  and  as  I  am  not  without  hopes  of  other  and  further  amend¬ 
ments,  I  really  think  they  ought  not  to  be  published  in  their  present  crude  state, 
especially  as  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  I  expect  to  be  able  to  communicate  their 
ultimate  form.  If  they  should  not  appear  to  me  to  be  such  as  I  ought  to  sign,  I 
will  transmit  them  and  wait  for  further  instructions. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir, 

Yours,  sincerely, 

John  Jay. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  114-5.) 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec^  17th  September,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  Discretion  and  good  conduct  shewn  by  Major  Campbell  in  his  corres¬ 
pondence  with  General  Wavne,  has  given  me  much  satisfaction  and  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  to  communicate  to  that  Gentleman,  my  perfect  approbation  thereof. 

I  am  with  Regard,  Ac. 

Dorchester. 

Colonel  Simcoe. 

Endorsed: — In  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe' s  of  the  10th  Novr.  179 J.  No.  8. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


S.P.— 8 
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FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  Sept.  20th,  1794. 

Sir: 

Captain  Brant  has  this  moment  acquainted  me  with  his  intention  of  sending 
an  Express  to  your  Excellency,  which  furnishes  me  with  an  opportunity  of  trans¬ 
mitting  to  you  the  intelligence  given  by  four  deserters  that  arrived  on  the  16th  at 
Fort  Miamis,  and  which  I  received  yesterday  from  Captain  Bunbury,  with  this 
intelligence.  I  received  from  him  a  state  of  his  Garrison  which  I  also  transmit 
to  you  to  show  the  dreadful  havoc  the  prevailing  fever  there  continues  to  make 
among  the  troops,  and  Lieut.  Pilkington1  mentioned  that  his  artificers  have  also 
suffered  very  considerably.  I  have  relieved  the  sick  of  the  24th  Regiment  so 
frequently  that  I  have  not  now  a  relief  to  send,  and  those  that  arrived  from  thence 
continue  so  weak  and  ill  that  I  see  no  prospect  of  their  recovery  in  time  to  replace 
the  present  garrison. 

I  have  written  to  propose  an  arrangement  for  establishing  the  Post  desired 
by  Your  Excellency  and  to  be  informed  of  the  expense  attending  the  express  from 
Captain  Fields  house  to  the  Delaware  village  and  from  thence  to  Mr.  Jones’  house 
at  the  end  of  Lake  Ontario.  When  I  am  informed  of  the  particulars  I  will  send 
them  for  your  approbation.  At  present,  I  propose  that  Mr.  Jones2  should  find  an 
express  from  his  house  to  wherever  you  take  your  winter  station.  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  informed  if  it  is  intended  that  the  merchants  should  pay  any  part  of  the 
expense. 

I  beg  to  offer  the  subject  of  provisions  to  your  consideration.  In  a  calculation 
made  at  my  desire  it  would  require  1300  barrels  of  flour,  and  as  many  of  pork  to 
victual  the  Indians  now  assembled  at  Swan  Creek  for  six  months  at  the  rate  Captain 
Elliott  issues  provisions  to  them,  that  is  exclusive  of  eight  thousand  bushels  of 
Indian  Corn,  and  of  provision  given  to  straggling  parties  and  the  number  of 
Indians  that  frequent  this  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

R.  G.  England. 

I  wrote  fully  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Chippawa  which  I  trust  will  arrive 
before  this  reaches  you. 

R.E. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.  Gov.  Simcoe. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

Navy  Hall,  Septr.  21st,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  detention  of  Colonel  Simcoe  at  Fort  Erie  on  his  way  to  Detroit  by  con¬ 
trary  winds  until  the  19th  instant,  enabled  him  to  see  O’Baile  and  the  principal 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians  of  Buffalo  Creek,  a  short  time  prior  to  his  departure, 
for  which  interview  they  had  expressed  a  desire,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  the 

1  Robert  Pilkington,  1765-1834,  second  lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Artillery,  1787;  exchanged 
into  the  Engineers,  1789;  first  lieutenant,  1793;  captain,  1801;  major  general,  1825;  Inspector 
General  of  fortifications,  1830-4. 

2  Probably  Augustus  Jones,  deputy  surveyor,  in  Saltfleet  township. 
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result  of  this  visit  occasioned  these  Chieftains  sending  a  positive  answer  to  Mr. 
Pickering,  requiring  him  “to  come  to  their  Council,  if  he  was  desirous  of  holding 
any  Treaty  with  them,”  and  peremptorily  refusing  to  meet  him  at  Canandarque 
in  the  Genesee  Country.  Of  this  circumstance,  as  well  as  of  what  intelligence  I 
collected  the  subsequent  morning  at  Buffalo  Creek  from  an  interpreter  of  the 
United  States,  named  Rosencrantz,  and  in  part  corroborated  by  His  Excellency,  as 
he  learned  by  the  Indians,  I  was  ordered  by  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  to 
communicate  to  you  for  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief’s  information, 
as  the  Colonel  was  on  the  point  of  embarkation  when  I  went  to  Buffalo  Creek  from 
Fort  Erie. 

Mr.  Denny  had  lately  under  his  command  at  Le  Boeuf,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  with  the  Surveyor  General  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ellicott.  He  had  also  one 
twelve  pounder,  two  nines  or  sixes,  one  or  two  fours  and  a  few  swivels.  These 
people  were  enlarging  and  strengthening  that  fortress,  and  it  should  appear  to  be 
their  intention  to  push  on  to  Presqu’  Isle. 

Venango  or  Fort  Franklin  is  fortifying  with  six  or  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
garrisoned  with  one  hundred  men.  A  large  blockhouse  or  storehouse  is  building 
in  the  centre  of  that  place.  Mr.  Rosencrantz  has  been  heard  to  say,  but  since 
contradicts  it,  that  Morgan  the  Rifle  General,  was  raising  six  or  seven  thousand 
Kentuckians  to  join  Mr.  Wayne.  This  man  has  further  mentioned  “that  the 
insurrection  of  Brackenridge1  &c.,  at  Pittsburg  and  its  environs  has  at  present  sub¬ 
sided,”  but  he  is  perfectly  ignorant  whether  it  is  owing  to  the  probability  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Excise  Laws  in  the  ensuing  Session  of  Congress,  or  to  other  forcible 
motives,  such  as  the  Federal  party  being  stronger  and  more  numerous  in  that 
quarter  than  the  insurgents,  or  a  compromise  with  the  General  Government,  the 
annihilation  of  which  was  the  principal  object  in  their  minds. 

It  is  humbly  presumed  that  the  intentions  of  the  present  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Pickering,  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  is  principally  to  persuade  them  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  their  lands,  probably  that  part  of  their  Country  along  the  margin  of  Lake 
Erie,  comprehending  Presqu’  Isle  and  its  vicinity,  and  at  the  same  time  to  hold 
forth  to  them,  in  the  plausible  and  cajoling  language  of  the  friendship,  urbanity 
and  moderation  of  the  United  States,  the  plea  of  a  Treaty  to  adjust  a  proper  Bound¬ 
ary  Line,  and  with  a  view  of  settling  the  business  more  effectually  they  are  solicited 
to  attend  a  Council  in  the  Genesee,  which  if  acceded  to,  would  possibly  leave  them 
at  the  mercy  of  land  jobbers  and  tend  to  alienate  their  affections  from  His  Majesty’s 
Subjects.  It  will  be  much  to  be  lamented,  therefore,  if  the  craft  and  subtlety  of  the 
emissaries  of  the  States  to  the  Indians  should  dissuade  them  from  their  resolution 
of  receiving  all  Missions  at  their  own  Council  fire  at  Buffalo  Creek,  whereby  alone 
they  can  maintain  their  independence,  support  their  consequence  in  not  deviating 
from  ancient  customs,  procure,  if  requisite,  proper  advice,  and  perhaps  be  prevented 
from  falling  a  sacrifice  to  bad  and  designing  persons. 

I  am,  with  regard,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

F.  Le  Maistre,  Esqr.  Military  Secty. 

i  Brackenridge,  Hugh  Henry,  1748-1816,  born  in  Scotland,  a  member  of  the  legislative 
assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  1786,  was  active  in  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  of  1794  but  endeavoured 
to  arrange  a  peaceful  settlement;  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  1799-1816. 
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FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  22d  September,  1794. 


Sir: 

I  deferred  the  Enquiry  respecting  the  Missassaga  purchases  in  hope  of  seeing 
Sir  John  Johnson  before  this,  for  besides  his  influence  over  these  tribes,  if  I  re¬ 
member  right  the  King’s  Instructions  require  that  the  Superintendant  General 
should  be  present  at  all  Negotiations  for  or  purchases  of  Indian  Territory.  His 
arrival  this  year  being  now  doubtful,  and  the  state  of  the  Indian  Department 
in  Lower  Canada  being  as  much  deranged  as  it  is  in  Upper  Canada,  I  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  give  Colonel  McKee  a  Commission  appointing  him  to  the  Super¬ 
intendence  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  absence  of  the  Superintendant  General,  but 
previous  thereto  I  wish  to  see  Colonel  McKee  at  Head  Quarters,  and  that  as  soon 
as  his  public  Duty  in  Upper  Canada  will  admit  of  his  coming  here,  in  order  per¬ 
sonally  to  advise  and  consult  with  him  on  the  best  means  of  arranging  the  different 
disorders  which  have  broken  into  that  Department  both  here  and  above.  On  his 
way  down  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  fully  to  him  the  situation  of 
Indian  Matters  in  Your  Province,  and  Your  wishes  respecting  them,  after  which  I 
am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  with  him  to  devise  such  measures  as  will  remove  all 
difficulties  respecting  former  purchases  and  facilitate  such  new  ones  as  the  King’s 
Service  may  require,  in  the  mean  time  suffer  no  Lands  in  dispute  to  be  occupied 
until  the  Indians  are  perfectly  satisfied. 

For  my  opinion  of  the  validity  and  value  of  the  blank  deed  respecting  the 
lands  about  Matchedash  Bay  I  have  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  (No.  3)  of  the  27th 
January  last. 

In  May  1793  Mr.  Chew  forwarded  to  you  from  the  Superintendant’s  Office  an 
Original  document  with  a  Memorandum  on  it  in  Sir  William  Johnson’s  handwriting 
as  follows. 

“This  is  the  Map  which  was  laid  before  the  Indians  when  the  Boundary  Line 
was  agreed  upon  by  them  at  Fort  Stanwix,  November  the  4th  &  5th,  1768  and  then 
marked  by  me  in  their  presence  as  it  now  is.”1 

“Wm.  Johnson.” 

This  Paper  was  transmitted  to  be  made  use  of  at  the  Treaty  which  was  to  have 
taken  place  that  Year  at  Sandusky — As  that  business  is  now  over,  I  am  to  desire 
you  will  give  that  paper  with  any  other  original  documents  in  your  possession  to 
Colonel  McKee  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  record  of  that  department. 

I  am  &c. 

Dorchester. 

Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 

Endorsed: — D.  In  Lord  Dorchester’s  No.  16.  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  the 
1st  Jany.  1795. 


i  Reproductions  of  this  map  of  1768  have  appeared  in  Dr.  E.  B.  O’Callaghan’s  Doc.  Hist,  of 
t he  State  of  New  York,  Vol.  I,  at  page  377,  and  in  the  same  editor’s  Documents  Relating  to 
the  Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Vol.  8,  at  p.  136. 
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FROM  JOSEPH  CHEW  TO  THOMAS  ASTON  COFFIN. 

liuju  B 

Montreal  22d  Septr.  1794. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

Inclosed  you  have  the  Copy  of  a  letter  I  Received  on  Saturday  from  Colonel 
McKee  giving  a  more  Particular  Account  of  the  Transaction  at  Miamis  than  I  had 
before  Seen. — if  the  Indians  Remove  to  the  Southern  &  western  Parts  of  the 
Country  the  Trade  of  Detroit  &c.  is  Totally  lost.  Colonel  Me  Kee’s  having  informed 
Govr.  Simcoe  that  he  was  ordered  Down  to  Lower  Canada  has  as  I  am  informed 
alarmed  the  Inhabitants  about  Detroit,  who  are  of  opinion  that  Nothing  keeps  the 
Indians  from  Quiting  that  Part  of  the  Country  &  separating  but  his  Presence  and 
influence;  unless  Something  more  than  I  know  happens,  I  think  if  you  have  nothing 
from  His  Lordship  to  prevent  me  of  going  to  Kingston  soon  after  the  24th  Instant 
but  if  I  meet  Colo.  McKee  I  shall  return  with  him  and  if  His  Lordship  has  no  objec¬ 
tion  will  Accompany  him  to  Quebec,  be  assured  I  am  &c. 

Joseph  Chew. 

I  humbly  suggest  for  His  Lordship’s  information  the  Situation  of  the  Indians 
of  Miamis  &  whether  a  Larger  Supply  of  Provisions  may  not  be  Necessarily  wanted. 

Thomas  Aston  Coffin,  Esqr. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

Navy  Hall,  Septr.  23rd,  1794. 
Sir: 

A  copy  of  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Wayne,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Indians,  dated  Grand  Glaize,  September  the  12th,  1794,  is  now  for¬ 
warded  to  you  by  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe ’s  order,  to  be  laid  before  Lord 
Dorchester. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

F.  Le  Maistre.  Esq.  M.S. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  JOSEPH  BUNBURY. 


Miamis  Fort,  Sept.  23rd,  1794. 
Sir: 

It  is  to  be  a  standing  regulation  of  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis  that  no  person  of 
the  King’s  Subjects  or  others  who  shall  quit  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  be 
entitled  to  enlist  at  that  outpost  of  the  Army:  they  are  to  be  immediately  for¬ 
warded  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  Officer  commanding  in  the  district. 
The  Engineer,  Lieut.  Pilkington,  is  ordered  without  delay  to  prepare  the  Barracks 
which  are  destined  within  the  Fort. 

That  Officer  has  also  orders  to  prepare  and  perfect  the  Bombproofs  of  the 
several  Bastions  with  all  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 
Lieut.  Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 
To  Capt.  Bunbury,  Officer  Commdng  at  the  Miamis. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Fort  Miamis,  Sept.  27th,  1794. 


Sir: 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Miamis  Fort,  it  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  find  so  few 
men  fit  for  duty  at  the  Garrison. 

You  will  be  pleased  without  a  moment’s  delay  to  embark  one  hundred  and 
thirty  rank  and  file  with  such  officers  as  you  shall  appoint  solely  from  the  24th 
Regiment  to  reinforce  the  Garrison  at  that  Fortress.  Should  there  not  be  so  many 
of  that  Regiment  fit  for  duty,  all  the  men  who  are  not  absolutely  ill  or  convalescent 
must  be  sent  thither,  but  at  present  no  men  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  are  to  be  detached 
from  Detroit.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  hear  of  the  sickness  of  Captain  Stiell  and  of 
Major  Campbell’s  slow  recovery. 

It  is  possible  that  the  King’s  Service  may  require  you  to  make  the  Miamis 
Fort  your  Quarters  this  ensuing  Winter,  but  at  any  rate  I  will  not  make  such  an 
arrangement  until  I  personally  consult  with  you  at  Detroit,  whither  I  shall  proceed 
without  delay. 

It  will  be  proper  that  your  Surgeon  should  attend  this  detachment  and  he  must 
be  amply  provided  with  whatever  will  confirm  the  health  of  such  men  as  are  con¬ 
valescent,  which  upon  his  requisition  and  your  approbation  I  will  duly  authorize. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  &  Colonel  Commanding  the  King’s 

Forces. 

Lt.  Col.  England  Commanding  at  Detroit. 

As  it  is  necessary  that  the  troops  proceed  without  delay  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  take  such  measures  as  your  local  knowledge  of  circumstances  shall  suggest  to 
execut '  this  order  in  the  most  speedy  manner. 


FROM  JOSEPH  BRANT  TO  II.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Huron  Village,  Sept.  28th,  1794. 


Dear  Sir: 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  we  have  been  here  now  near  four  days,  without 
seeing  any  chiefs  but  one,  that  is  Mr.  Adam  Brown,  or  wdthout  having  any  notice 
taken  of  us,  or  meeting  with  any  reception  like  friends,  having  had  no  corn  or 
anything  offered  us  for  our  sustenance  since  we  have  been  here,  and  we  have  no 
account  at  all  from  Captain  Elliot  or  his  people  in  this  case  our  patience  cannot 
hold  out  much  longer,  our  situation  being  too  discouraging,  both  on  account  of 
the  neglect  we  are  treated  with  by  these  people,  as  also  for  want  of  provisions,  and 
in  a  very  few  days  if  I  do  not  see  some  more  hopes  of  doing  something,  I  intend 
returning,  for  I  find  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  undertake  anything  in  the 
present  situation  of  affairs.  I  therefore  will  leave  it  to  the  Indian  Department,  and 
hope  they  will  go  through  with  it  so  as  not  to  ruin  the  Indians  and  country.  I 
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will  however  endeavor  to  struggle  out  as  well  as  I  can  till  I  hear  from  below,  and 
have  the  honor  to  remain  &c. 

Jos.  Brant. 

Col.  England. 

P.S.  I  understand  that  the  Hurons  expect  a  great  deal  of  ceremony  being  paid 
them  on  account  of  the  losses  they  have  lately  met  with,  before  they  will  consent 
to  speak  on  public  affairs.  I  therefore  stand  in  need  of  much  wampum,  as  when 
I  left  home  I  did  not  bring  any  with  me,  not  expecting  to  have  occasion  for  such  a 
thing.  '  j.  B. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  ABBE  DES  JARDINS1  AND  M.  LA  CORNE. 

York,  September  1794. 

Gentlemen : 

Having  already  expressed  my  inclination  to  render  every  service  in  my  power 
to  the  loyal  Gentlemen,  Ecclesiastics  and  persons  of  France  by  whom  you  have  been 
delegated  to  visit  this  Colony,  it  remains  for  me  only  to  explain  those  powers  and 
orders  which  are  the  boundaries  of  my  discretion,  and  in  the  use  of  which  I  can 
only  offer  every  kind  disposition  that  may  ensure  you  a  successful  termination  to 
your  mission. 

The  Executive  Council  of  this  Country  have  agreed  with  me  to  reserve  for  the 
French  Emigrants  a  Township  in  the  vicinity  of  Burlington  Bay.  This  station  I 
selected,  as  considering  that  it  united  the  most  desirable  requisites  for  a  general 
settlement  of  any  part  of  this  Province  that  was  known  to  me,  for  such  French 
Gentlemen  as  might  be  likely  to  emigrate  in  a  body. 

Whensoever  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Government  it  shall  be  proper  to  arrange 
the  colonization  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  between  the  Fort  of  that  name  and  the 
Pt.  au  Pins,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  the  Council  the  giving  such 
settlements  to  the  Emigrants  from  Old  France  as  may  be  requisite,  as  I  consider 
that  this  territory  is  in  climate  and  productions  not  dissimilar  to  their  native 
Country. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Executive  Council  do  not  grant  any  lands  but 
to  active  settlers.  Should  Monsieur  L’Abb6  des  Jardins,  Monsieur  La  Corne  or 
any  of  their  relations  emigrate  to  Upper  Canada,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
very  high  opinion  which  a  personal  acquaintance  with  them  has  impressed  upon 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  several  of  the  Executive  Council,  would  entitle  them 
to  the  utmost  attention,  consistent  with  their  instructions. 

The  disposal  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Crown  are  entrusted  to  those  who  ad¬ 
minister  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada  under  certain  restrictions,  and  they 
have  themselves  formed  regulations  to  carry  such  limited  powers  into  execution. 
Consequently  they  are  under  the  obligations  of  their  duty  to  obey  the  King’s 
Instructions  enforced  upon  them  in  the  strongest  manner,  by  the  consideration 
that  the  further  this  Colony  is  distant  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of  the 
British  Empire,  the  more  guarded  ought  those  to  be  to  whom  its  delegation  is  en¬ 
trusted  not  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  Executive  Power  by  their  neglect  or 

1L’Abb6  Philippe  Jean  Louis  des  Jardins,  1753-1833,  admitted  to  the  priesthood,  1777; 
vicar  general  of  the  diocese  of  Orleans;  arrived  in  Canada,  March,  1793;  eventually  became  a 
director  of  the  Ursuline  Convent  in  Quebec,  where  he  was  domiciled  for  many  years.  He  was 
accompanied  to  Upper  Canada  by  the  Chevalier  Francois  Josu6  Saint-Luc  de  la  Come,  formerly 
a  post  captain  in  the  French  navy,  who  was  born  in  Canada. 
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misconstruction,  and  in  regard  to  the  regulations  which  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  Council  have  thought  proper  to  establish  for  the  due  execution  of  the  King’s 
Service,  an  adherence  to  them  is  the  more  necessary  from  the  numbers  who  are 
soliciting  for  the  grant  of  the  vacant  lands. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Lieutenant  Governor  recommends  to  Monsieur 
L’Abb6  des  Jardins  and  Monsieur  La  Corne  to  obtain  from  His  Majesty’s  Ministers 
such  directions  as  may  be  thought  by  them  expedient  to  be  given  in  regard  to 
any  privileges  or  assistance  which  communities  or  societies  may  request,  or  which 
in  any  mode  may  interfere  with  the  general  system  of  locating  the  lands  of  the 
Crown. 

In  respect  to  the  request  of  lands  to  build  thereon  for  the  reception  of  the 
Emigrants,  there  can  be  no  objection.  The  Gentlemen  have  only  to  point  out  the 
eligible  situations. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  cannot  but  again  repeat  the  great  pleasure  it  will 
give  him  personally  to  show  every  attention  to  the  loyal  Frenchmen,  whose  settle¬ 
ment  in  this  Province  he  has  no  doubt  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  their  friends 
and  admirers,  the  British  Nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 


MEMORANDUM. 


During  the  summer  of  1794,  the  inhabitants  on  the  Oswego  River,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  people  concerned  in  the  salt  works  at  Onondago,  repeatedly  threatened 
to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  Fort,  and  a  party  of  them  actually  proceeded 
within  view  of  the  Fort  and  stayed  there  all  night.  They  retreated,  however,  in 
the  morning  on  the  appearance  of  a  patrole  from  the  Fort  and  they  afterwards  said 
that  they  only  intended  to  drive  off  the  rabble  of  the  Garrison,  but  that  if  many  had 
not  turned  fainthearted  they  might  with  great  ease  have  secured  the  Garrison. 

The  Arms  they  had  with  them  had  been  issued  out  of  what  the  Governor  had 
sent  a  short  time  previous  to  arm  the  Militia  with.  Major  Danford  was  the  person 
who  with  another  Captain  of  Militia,  encouraged  the  salt  makers  to  stop  all  boats 
coming  in  having  on  board  any  property  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada, 
and  the  late  Mr.  Danford  often  said  he  was  sure  if  the  Fort  was  once  taken  Govern¬ 
ment  would  support  the  measure. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall,  September  30,  1794. 

'  I  have  endeavoured  to  incorporate  the  two  treaties  in  the  enclosed  project; 
and  added  some  articles,  chiefly  borrowed  from  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  France. 

An  article  to  comprehend  the  provisions  contemplated  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
is  still  wanting;  while  the  others  are  under  contemplation  it  may  be  prepared. 

When  your  Lordship  shall  be  ready  to  converse  with  me  on  the  subject,  do 
me  the  honor  to  name  a  time  most  convenient  to  your  Lordship. 

So  mutable  are  human  affairs,  especially  in  these  mutable  times,  that  the 
sooner  the  peace  and  friendship  of  our  two  countries  are  put  out  of  hazard  the 
better. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  516-7.) 
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FROM  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT  TO  ISAAC  TODD.1 

Kingston,  1st  October,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

It  was  with  a  mixture  of  surprise  and  indignation  that  I  read  an  extract  of  a 
letter  of  yours  this  spring  to  the  House  in  Montreal,  and  part  of  the  one  of  1st 
August  to  me,  mentioning  that  Governor  Simcoehad  represented  both  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  myself  as  inimical  to  Government,  and  Mr.  King’s  instance  of  the  Marriage 
Act  convinces  me  that  it  is  not  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  that  the  people 
at  home  could  form  such  suspicions;  for  there  it  will  appear  that  this  Act  was  brought 
into  the  House  by  myself,  and  that  I  was  one  of  a  Committee  of  Conference  that 
induced  the  Lower  House  to  withdraw  their  amendment. 

It  seems,  then,  that  every  man  who  will  not  be  a  mere  tool,  and  pay  implicit 
respect  to  the  caprice  and  extravagance  of  a  Colonial  Governor,  must  be  an  object 
of  jealousy  and  malevolence,  not  only  here  but  at  home.  Yet  ask  these  gentlemen 
for  what  purpose  they  gave  me  a  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council?  I  presume  they 
will  tell  you  it  was  from  a  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  my  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  acquaintance  with  the  inhabitants,  derived  from  long  residence  and  familiar 
intercourse  with  them,  to  assist  in  framing  such  laws  as  might  be  most  applicable 
to  the  situation  of  the  colony;  not  merely  to  show  my  complaisance  to  the  person 
at  the  head  of  the  Government.  Such,  at  all  events,  is  the  duty  which  I  conceive 
that  my  appointment  imposes  on  me; and  do  they  expect  that  I  should  either  ap¬ 
prove  of  or  be  silent  upon  measures  that  are  totally  inapplicable  to  the  state  of 
society  in  this  country,  that  are  inconsistent  with  its  geographical  situation,  and 
must  shock  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants? 

In  the  intercourse  of  private  life  I  am  disposed  to  be  as  accomodating  as  any 
man,  but  in  the  discharge  of  a  public  trust  I  must  follow  my  own  sense  of  duty 
and  propriety.  I  do  not  doubt  the  disposition  of  the  Governor  to  consult  the 
welfare  of  the  Province,  yet  this  disposition  sometimes  puts  on  an  odd  appearance. 
He  is  a  man  of  warm  and  sanguine  temper,  that  will  not  let  him  see  any  obstacles 
to  his  views;  he  thinks  every  existing  regulation  in  England  would  be  proper  here. 
Not  attending  sufficiently,  perhaps,  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  he  seems  bent 
on  copying  all  the  subordinate  establishments  without  considering  the  great  dis¬ 
parity  of  the  two  countries  in  every  respect.  And  it  really  would  not  surprise  me  to 
see  attempts  made  to  establish  among  us  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  tithes,  and  religious 
tests,  though  nine-tenths  at  least  of  our  people  are  of  persuasions  different  from 
the  Church  of  England,  though  the  whole  have  been  bred  in  a  country  where  there 
was  the  most  perfect  freedom  in  religious  matters,  and  though  this  would  certainly 
occasion  almost  a  general  emigration.  One  would,  however,  have  thought  that 
politics  in  the  abstract  would  by  this  time  have  been  sufficiently  out  of  repute. 
I  did  not  expect  or  wish  for  the  place  I  hold  in  the  Legislature,  nor  do  I  care  how 
soon  I  resign  it;  but  while  I  do  retain  it  I  will  most  certainly  do  my  duty,  regardless 
of  the  smiles  or  frowns,  the  favours  or  the  calumnies  of  any  person  whatever. 
Were  I  to  act  differently,  I  am  sure  you  would  be  the  first  to  despise  me,  and  I 
certainly  should  despise  myself — a  degradation  that  would  be  poorly  compensated 
by  all  the  emolument  or  favour  that  could  flow  from  a  different  line  of  conduct. 
All  my  prospects,  as  well  for  myself  as  my  family,  are  confined  to  this  Province; 
I  am  bound  to  it  by  the  strongest  ties,  and  with  its  welfare  my  interest  is  most 
essentially  connected.  On  this  account,  too,  I  cannot  look  tamely  on  and  see 
measures  pursued  that  by  sowing  the  seed  of  discontent  among  us  may  ultimately 
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avert  from  us  the  favour  of  Great  Britain,  which  is  so  necessary  to  our  prosperity. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Government  seldom  receives  colonial  information 
but  through  persons  who  too  frequently  are  disposed  to  misrepresent  both  men  and 
things. 

Perhaps  they  were  last  spring  reading  imputations  on  my  loyalty,  while,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  a  magistrate,  I  was  addressing  the  following  language  to 
a  Grand  Jury: — 

“We  are  happily  exempt  from  those  political  dissensions  that  are  now  covering 
Europe  with  crimes  and  blood.  Happy  in  a  liberal  constitution,  and  reposing 
under  the  protection  of  a  Government  from  whose  bounty  we  possess  a  soil  that 
furnishes  to  the  industrious  every  necessary  of  life — a  Government  that  hath 
liberally  assisted  us  in  converting  our  forests  into  comfortable  habitations  and 
fruitful  fields — we  seem  little  disposed  to  forget,  and  base  would  we  be  if  we  could 
forget,  the  ties  of  gratitude  as  well  as  duty  by  which  our  allegiance  is  secured. 
We  have  therefore  no  public  incendiaries  to  point  out  for  your  animadversion;  and 
I  trust  that  the  conduct  of  you,  gentlemen,  and  others,  in  your  private  capacities, 
by  discountenancing  every  insidious  whisper  or  more  open  discourse  that  may  tend 
to  lessen  in  the  people  their  attachment  to  the  Government,  will  ever  prevent  the 
public  peace  from  being  disturbed  in  this  way,  with  the  necessity  of  judicial  inter¬ 
ference.” 

Such  has  been  uniformly  the  tenor  of  all  my  public  addresses,  and  also  my 
private  conversation  when  such  topics  have  occurred.  And  though  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  bow  with  reverence  to  every  sub-delegate  of  the  Executive  Govern¬ 
ment,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  His  Majesty  has  not  two  more  loyal  subjects, 
and  in  this  Province  certainly  none  more  useful  than  Mr.  Hamilton  and  myself, 
nor  shall  even  the  little  pitiful  jealousy  that  exists  with  respect  to  us  make  us  other¬ 
wise.  And  though  I  hope  we  shall  always  have  fortitude  enough  to  do  our  duty, 
we  are  by  no  means  disposed  to  form  cabals,  and  certainly  have  not,  nor  do,  intend 
wantonly  to  oppose  or  thwart  the  Governor.  I  am  ashamed  to  have  said  so  much 
on  this  subject,  but  I  cannot  help  being  provoked  by  such  unhandsome  conduct, 
and,  besides,  I  am  anxious  to  lay  open  to  you  my  motives,  for  your  approbation 
has  always  been  of  importance  to  me,  and  has  become  more  so  since  my  conduct 
is  deemed  of  consequence  enough  to  become  the  subject  of  misrepresentation  among 
the  people  in  power.  It  is,  however,  high  time  for  me  to  proceed,  in  compliance 
with  your  wishes,  to  give  you  some  further  account  of  our  legislative  proceedings. 
In  the  transactions  of  our  late  session,  the  object  most  deserving  of  notice  is  our 
Judicature  Bill,  and  two  other  Bills  connected  with  it,  for  completing  the  scheme 
of  administering  civil  justice  among  us.  By  the  first  all  the  former  Courts  are 
abolished,  and  every  process  for  certain  matters  arising  in  any  part  of  the  Province 
above  forty  shillings  must  now  be  sued  out  and  returned  for  a  trial  at  the  Court  which 
is  to  be  held  four  times  in  the  year  at  the  seat  of  government.  But  a  Court  of 
concurrent  jurisdiction  has  been  established  in  every  district,  for  the  cognizance 
of  matters  of  account  and  simple  contract,  only  to  the  amount  of  £15,  so  that  the 
plaintiff,  if  he  pleases,  may  resort  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  every  case,  and  must  in 
all  cases  of  trespass,  or  where  damages  are  only  consequential,  or  when  special  bail 
has  been  put  in,  be  they  ever  so  trifling.  But  pressed  by  the  total  want  of  pro¬ 
fessional  men  to  set  the  machinery  in  motion,  they  have  at  the  very  outset  of  the 
business,  been  reduced  to  the  miserable  expedient  of  qualifying  by  another  Act, 
certain  persons,  to  the  number  of  sixteen,  who  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor, 
to  act  as  lawyers;  and  who,  without  any  previous  study  or  training,  and  by  the 
mere  magic  virtue  of  the  Privy  Seal,  are  at  once  to  start  up  adepts  in  the  science  of 
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law,  and  proficients  in  the  intricate  practice  of  Westminster  Hall.  This  Bill  was 
hurried  through  in  a  manner  not  very  decent.  My  proposal  to  have  it  printed 
previous  to  discussion  was  overruled  with  some  warmth  and  blustering;  and  yet 
you  will  be  astonished  to  hear  that  a  law  of  such  importance,  and,  in  conversation 
at  least,  disapproved  by  several  members  of  the  Lower  House,  should  be  passed 
through  that  House  without  debate,  and  in  a  single  day.  We  are  too  much  in  a 
corner  to  pay  any  great  respect  to  public  opinion,  or  to  trouble  ourselves  about 
saving  appearances. 

It  is  not  yet  in  print,  but  I  am  sure,  when  it  does  appear,  it  will  bear  evident 
marks  of  its  precipitate  progress.  The  Court  is  to  consist  of  the  Chief  Justice 
and  two  Puisne  Judges,  and  to  have  all  the  powers  incident  to  the  King’s  Bench, 
Common  Pleas,  and  Exchequer  in  England.  The  presidency  of  the  Chief  Justice 
in  this  Court  renders  our  Court  of  Appeals  a  mere  name.  Neither  the  Governor 
himself,  nor  our  friends  Mr.  Baby  and  Mr.  Grant,  nor  the  other  members  of  the 
Executive  Council,  are  very  deep  lawyers.  The  Chief  Justice  will  naturally  be 
called  on  for  his  opinion,  on  which  the  decision  must  be  founded,  and  the  business 
then  is  simply  an  appeal  from  the  Chief  Justice  in  the  King’s  Bench  to  the  Chief 
Justice  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  The  enclosed  speech  and  protest  will  show  the 
part  I  took  in  the  business,  and  explain  it  to  you  more  fully.  In  the  protest,  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  myself  had  it  chiefly  in  view  that  the  people  at  home  should  know 
the  real  grounds  of  our  opposition — a  duty  we  owe  ourselves,  especially  since  there 
exists  a  disposition  to  represent  it  as  factious.  The  same  expense  that  this  arrange¬ 
ment  will  occasion,  by  holding  the  late  District  Courts  only  once  in  six  months,  and 
appointing  one  Judge  of  professional  respectability,  to  preside  over  two  districts, 
would  have  provided  as  effectually,  and  with  infinitely  more  ease,  for  the  due  ad¬ 
ministration  of  justice,  than  the  present  mode.  And  indeed,  with  the  aid  of  all 
our  new  created  attorneys,  I  cannot  yet  see  how  business  can  be  done  with  any 
degree  of  convenience  under  this  system  in  a  country  where  the  intercourse  between 
the  different  districts  is  casual  at  best,  and  where,  for  five  months  in  the  year,  the 
most  populous  parts  of  the  Province  could  more  easily  communicate  with  Europe 
than  with  the  seat  of  our  government.  Some  further  regulations  have  been  made 
respecting  our  militia,  enabling  the  Governor  very  properly  to  call  them  out  by 
detachments,  and  to  keep  them  employed  six  months,  either  by  land  or  upon  the 
lakes;  the  other  business  related  chiefly  to  matters  of  municipal  arrangement,  except 
a  tax  on  stills,  very  proper  in  itself,  and  that  may  in  time  become  productive. 
But  the  prodigality  of  our  Lower  House  will,  I  fear,  greatly  exceed  our  sources  of 
revenue.  The  trait  I  before  mentioned  of  their  passing  the  Judicature  Bill  in  a 
single  day  must  give  you  a  better  idea  of  these  worthies  than  I  could  otherwise 
convey  to  you  by  writing  a  volume.  And  although  we  have  yet  no  certain  funds 
for  the  payment  of  the  clerks  and  other  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  they  have  had 
the  liberality  to  vote  £600  to  the  Speaker  for  his  past  services,  and  a  salary  of  £200 
per  annum  in  future.  It  is  true  the  vote  is  conditional  “if  there  are  funds,”  but 
I  fear  it  will  be  considered  a  sufficient  pledge  for  creating  them,  and  how  this  is  to 
be  done  without  greatly  embarrassing  our  own  little  business,  or  involving  us  in 
difficulties  with  the  Lower  Province,  exceeds  my  penetration  to  discover.  Indeed, 
experience  has  almost  made  me  a  convert  to  Mr.  Lymburner’s1  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  division  of  the  late  Province  of  Quebec;  and  his  assertion  that  the  country 
would  be  found  unequal  to  support  the  expence  of  two  Governments,  at  the  rate 
our  gentry  proceed,  will  soon  prove  to  have  been  too  well  founded.  We  are  shortly 
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to  have  a  conference  with  the  Lower  Province  on  the  subject  of  revenue,  and  in 
order  to  ascertain  our  share  of  the  duty  on  wines  imposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
Their  commissioners  have  been  nominated  for  some  time,  and  are  our  friends  James 
McGill,  J.  Richardson,  Mr.  J.  Walker,  Mr.  Papineau,  and  another  Frenchman 
whose  name  I  do  not  recollect;  who  ours  are  to  be  I  know  not,  for  our  Governor 
has  been  lately  so  full  of  war  and  warlike  arrangements  as  not  to  have  thought 
much  of  the  civil  branches  of  his  government,  and  no  person  having  yet  taken  Mr. 
Osgoode’s  place  the  latter  can  at  best  go  on  but  indifferently. 

You  are  not  unacquainted  with  Lord  Dorchester’s  speech  to  the  Indians,  which 
I  see  has  been  the  subject  of  parliamentary  discussion,  nor  with  the  other  causes  of 
discontent  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  as  well  arising  from  trans¬ 
actions  at  sea,  as  respecting  the  western  posts  and  frontiers.  Our  Governor  this 
spring  erected  a  fort  at  the  Miamis,  of  considerable  strength,  which  has  given  great 
umbrage  to  our  neighbours.  General  Wayne  lately,  after  defeating  the  Indians, 
encamped  around  the  fort  a  few  days,  but  without  attempting  hostilities;  he  has 
withdrawn  to  the  Glaize,  where  it  is  said  he  intends  to  fortify.  In  the  meantime  the 
militia  of  Detroit  and  Niagara  were  drafted,  and  reinforcements  from  the  Rangers 
and  5th  Regiment  pushed  on  to  Detroit,  and  we  were  in  expectation  that  war  would 
be  kindled  among  us  immediately.  From  this,  however,  we  are  relieved  for  the 
present;  and  as  the  season  for  action  is  almost  over,  I  trust  that  all  difficulties  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Governments  will  be  adjusted  during  the  winter.  In  this  hope  I 
am  strengthened  by  the  accounts  in  the  public  prints  of  Mr.  Jay’s  favourable 
reception;  for  however  an  American  war  might  terminate  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  it  must,  at  all  events,  be  ruinous  to  this  Province  were  it  to  have  no  other 
effect  than  that  of  merely  calling  away  the  inhabitants  from  the  plough  to  the 
sword.  In  the  action  between  the  Americans  and  Indians,  some  of  the  Detroit 
militia,  with  Colonel  Caldwell  at  their  head  very  imprudently  joined  the  Indians; 
they  had  five  men  killed  and  several  wounded.  Among  the  former  were  McKil- 
lop,  my  quondam  correspondent,  and  Charles  Smith,  Clerk  of  the  Court  at  Detroit, 
both  of  whom,  I  believe,  you  knew. 

I  send  you  two  of  our  newspapers,  in  one  of  which  you  will  find  a  list  of  the 
Acts  passed  during  our  late  session,  and  the  Governor’s  speech  at  the  conclusion 
of  it;  the  other,  in  the  Loyal  Association  of  the  Home  District,  at  the  head  of  which 
is  our  friend  Hamilton,  contains  a  curious  example  to  show  how  people  can  be  led 
by  a  spirit  of  imitation,  without  regard  to  circumstances.  This  flourish,  however,  is, 
I  believe,  confined  to  head-quarters,  and  is  certainly  singular  in  its  kind.  I  am 
afraid  you  will  by  this  time  be  sick  of  so  verbose  a  correspondent,  but  remember 
it  is  your  own  seeking,  for  I  certainly  should  not  otherwise  have  had  the  conscience 
to  have  obtruded  upon  you  such  a  voluminous  packet. 

(From  the  Life  and  Letters  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Cartwright,  pp.  56-34.) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Brownstown,  Oct.  2,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  reasonable  ground  that  Sinclair’s  instructions  would  be  the  basis  of  those 
of  General  Wayne  and  that  in  consequence  when  we  should  have  established  the 
Post  at  the  Miamis,  he  would  endeavour  to  make  a  forward  movement  seems  from 
the  enclosed  accounts  to  be  more  than  probable.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
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am  to  desire  that  you  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  increasing  Captain  Hector’s 
Detachment  from  the  24th  Regiment  to  the  numbers  destined  for  that  Garrison. 

In  the  meantime  I  am  to  request  that  Captain  Pratt’s  Detachment  proceed 
in  boats  without  loss  of  time  to  the  Garrison  at  the  Miamis.  I  am  informed  that 
by  rowing  round  the  shore  at  nightfall,  the  boats  will  avoid  the  violence  of  the 
prevailing  winds.  This  Detachment  on  the  arrival  of  the  Dunmore,  should,  if 
no  unforeseen  circumstances  prevent  it,  embark  for  Niagara  from  Turtle  Island. 

It  would  be  agreeable  to  me  if  this  Detachment  set  off  as  I  hope  early  to¬ 
morrow  that  the  boats  should  keep  the  Western  shore  so  that  the  officer  in  Command 
may  call  upon  me,  at  this  place,  Brownstown,  on  his  passage. 

I  have  ordered  a  small  quantity  of  Provisions  laden  in  the  Ottawa  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  small  vessel  and  a  boat  of  the  Indian  Department.  Captain  Cowan 
to  my  surprise  apprised  me  that  he  had  no  greater  quantity  of  Provisions  on  Board 
than  would  load  them. 

I  hope  to  have  done  with  the  Indian  Council  so  as  to  sail  to-morrow  evening. 
The  result  will  be  transmitted  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Lt.  Col.  England. 


A  LETTER  FROM  ROBERT  NEWMAN. 

Catskill  (N.Y.),  Oct.  2,  1794. 

An  obliging  correspondent  has  favored  us  with  the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Robert  Newman,  who  passed  through  that  town  on  his  return  from  cap¬ 
tivity  to  Kentucky  where  he  belonged. 

Sir, 

Being  informed  that  you  wished  an  extract  of  what  has  occurred  to  me,  since 
my  capture  by  the  Indians  from  General  Wayne’s  army,  that  you  might  transmit 
it  to  the  Catskill  Press — pursuant  thereto  I  give  you  the  following  account. 

I  was  captured  returning  from  the  river  St.  Mary  to  Beaver  Creek,  about  11 
miles  in  advance  of  Fort  Recovery,  the  1st  day  of  August.  My  then  position,  with 
respect  to  the  army,  was  favorable  for  me,  by  exercising  a  little  art  and  telling  a 
story  to  mitigate  the  barbarity  and  avert  the  cruelties  which  prisoners  generally 
experience  when  taken  by  the  savages.  But  it  will  be  necessary  to  trouble  the 
community  with  those  things  -which  only  concern  me  and  the  Indians. 

They  asked  me  a  number  of  questions  to  which  I  replied  in  a  manner  I  sup¬ 
posed  most  likely  to  secure  my  own  ease  and  safety  among  them.  They  them¬ 
selves  made  but  very  little  enquiry  concerning  General  Wayne’s  army  or  his  in¬ 
tentions.  I  was  from  thence  hurried  away  to  the  Delaware  towns,  a  little  examined 
and  generally  believed  to  be  their  friend.  From  thence  to  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  where  Colonel  McKee  lives.  He  made  every  enquiry 
concerning  myself,  General  Wayne,  and  the  state  of  his  army;  and  as  he  seemed  to 
want  to  gain  of  me  a  great  deal  of  information  or  intelligence,  I  was  very  liberal 
in  gratifying  him  in  his  desires.  But  the  character  of  Col.  McKee  being  so  no¬ 
torious,  I  shall  pass  it  over,  only  mentioning  that  he  doubted  my  friendship  to  the 
Indians,  and  suspected  me  as  a  spy;  and  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  mer¬ 
chants  in  the  scalping  trade,  and  a  kind  of  Quarter  Master  General  to  the  Indian 
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army  in  the  service  of  the  British.  From  thence  I  was  conducted  by  Ensign 
Thomas  McKee  (who  is  a  British  officer  and  was  in  the  battle  fought  the  last  day 
of  June  at  Fort  Recovery),  to  Detroit.  The  commanding  officer  at  Detroit  par¬ 
ticularly  enquired  whether  General  Wayne  intended  to  march  to  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids  and  attack  the  British  post  at  that  place.  I  told  him  I  knew  nothing  of 
Gen.  Wayne’s  designs  (particularly)  but  if  there  should  be  a  British  post  in  his  road, 
no  doubt  he  would  treat  it  as  he  would  an  Indian  village.  He  seemed  much 
surprised  that  Gen.  Wayne  should  alter  his  course  of  march,  and  that  it  indicated 
some  design  against  that  fort,  saying  that  his  former  intended  route  was  to  the 
old  Miami  village. 

The  people  of  Detroit  seemed  very  much  exasperated  against  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  and  made  no  secret  of  their  prayers  for  the  destruction  of  General 
Wayne’s  army.  Colonel  Baubec  marched  the  14th  of  August  from  Detroit  with 
two  hundred  men  to  the  British  fort  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  in  order  to  oppose 
General  Wayne  and  strengthen  that  garrison. 

When  the  Indians  and  white  people  returned  from  the  battle  at  fort  Recovery 
to  Detroit,  with  the  scalps  taken  in  that  battle  displayed  on  a  pole,  according  to 
their  custom,  they  were  saluted  from  the  garrison  with  the  fire  of  three  guns  and 
huzzas  from  the  citizens. 

From  Detroit  I  was  sent  to  Niagara  to  Governor  Simcoe,  where  similar  ex¬ 
aminations  and  enquiries  took  place  as  at  Detroit.  The  Governor  is  sending  daily 
all  kinds  of  military  stores  to  the  fort  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  ammunition,  guns, 
tomahawks,  and  scalping  knives;  provisions  and  clothing  in  abundance. 

The  Governor  wanted  to  know  whether  Gen.  Wayne  (or  Mr.  Wayne,  as  he 
called  him)  had  Congressional  orders,  or  orders  from  Mr.  Washington,  who  is  the 
head  of  the  mob,  in  his  language,  to  attack  the  fort  or  insult  the  British  flag  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapids.  I  told  him  I  knew  nothing  of  Gen.  Wayne’s  orders  or  what 
Congress  directed  him  to  do.  He  wished  that  Gen.  Wayne  would  dare  to  attack 
that  fort,  if  he  did,  he  would  soon  put  a  period  to  the  war;  and  the  mode  he  would 
adopt  would  be  to  cut  off  Gen.  Wayne’s  army  and  make  a  conquest  of  Kentucky; 
destroy  the  mob;  give  honest  people  good  government,  and  thereby  produce  peace, 
harmony,  and  good  neighbourhood. 

N.B.  Captain  Brandt  was,  when  I  left  Niagara,  at  the  mouth  of  Buffaloe  Creek, 
holding  a  council  whether  the  savages  in  that  quarter  should  go  and  assist  the 
hostile  Indians  in  driving  General  Wayne  from  their  country;  and  I  rather  think 
they  will  go  because  the  British  are  pressing  and  urging  them  to  war. 

All  the  soldiers  (but  a  very  few  left)  from  the  garrisons  at  Niagara  and  lake 
Erie  [are  gone]  to  this  new  fort,  and  their  places  supplied  by  the  militia. 

This  same  Mr.  McKee,  who  accompanied  me  to  Detroit,  was  the  man  who 
carried  wampum  and  an  invitation  to  the  Hurons  to  go  to  war;  and  I  was  present 
when  he  delivered  it  on  his  way  to  Detroit. 

R.N. 

(Printed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of  Philadelphia,  20th  October, 
1794.) 
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FROM  LORD  GRENVILLE  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

St.  James’s  Square,  October  5,  1794. 

It  shall  certainly  be  my  object  to  hasten  as  much  as  possible  the  examination 
and  consideration  of  the  contre  projet  which  I  have  received  from  you;  but,  on 
such  attention  as  I  have  hitherto  been  able  to  give  to  it,  I  find  so  much  new  matter, 
and  so  much  variation  in  the  form  and  substance  of  the  articles  proposed  in  the 
projet,  that  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  the  discussion  of  these  points  will  of 
necessity  consume  more  time  than  I  had  flattered  myself  might  have  been  sufficient 
to  bring  our  negotiation  to  a  satisfactory  issue.  If  you  can  conveniently  call  in 
St.  James’s  Square  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven,  I  will  mention  to  you  a  few  of 
the  leading  points  which  must,  if  insisted  upon  on  your  part,  create,  as  I  fear,  in¬ 
surmountable  obstacles  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  proposed;  but  the  extent 
and  delicacy  of  these  subjects  will  require  a  more  detailed  and  particular  examin¬ 
ation  in  every  part  where  a  departure  is  proposed  from  the  terms  of  the  projet 
delivered  to  you. 

I  flatter  myself  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my 
sincere  desire  to  bring  the  business  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  517.) 


FROM  WILLIAM  MAYNE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Detroit,  Oct.  5th,  1794 

Sir: 

By  the  Direction  of  His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe,  I  enclose  to 
you  a  letter  of  Lord  Dorchester’s,  dated  Quebec,  12th  August,  1794,  relative  to 
the  Murder  of  an  Indian  and  his  wife  last  Autumn  at  the  River  Raisin. 

It  is  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s  order  that  you  take  the  most  diligent  steps 
to  apprehend  the  Perpetrator  and  have  him  confined. 

I  enclose  also  an  Abstract  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Dorchester  containing  his 
approbation  of  rum  being  issued  to  the  Troops  at  Fort  Miamis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

Wm.  Mayne.1 

Lt.  Col.  England  Commanding  at  Detroit. 


FROM  MAJOR  JOHN  H.  BUELL  TO  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX. 

(AN  INTERCEPTED  LETTER.) 

Greenville,  6th  Octr.  1794. 

Sir: 

Yesterday  3  o’Clock  P.M.  an  Express  arrived  here  with  Letters  to  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  and  I  expect  from  the  War  Office,  as  I  received  Letters  &  Phila¬ 
delphia  Papers  as  late  as  3d  Sept. — as  there  has  been  no  letters  past  this  from  the 

1  A  captain  in  the  Queen’s  Rangers.  In  1796  and  1797  he  commanded  the  garrison  of 
Amherstburg.  Much  of  his  correspondence  while  in  command  has  been  published  in  Vol.  XX 
of  the  collections  of  the  Michigan  Historical  Society.  In  the  autumn  of  1797  he  returned  to 
England. 
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Commander  in  Chief  since  the  Army  left  Fort  Defiance  and  knowing  your  anxiety 
for  them  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  all  the  information  I  have  rec’d  from  them. 

Genl.  Wayne  with  the  Army  arrived  at  the  Miamis  Village  on  the  19th  or 
20th  Septr.  unmolested,  on  the  21st  Doctr.  Jones  for  the  first  time  was  to  give 
them  a  cast  of  his  office  on  the  22nd  they  began  Regular  Fortifications;  what  was 
to  be  the  further  Operations  of  the  Campaign  seemed  to  be  somewhat  doubtful. 
By  four  Deserters  (British  Soldiers)  which  have  come  in  we  learn  that  the  Indians 
are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  British  Post  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  about  as  they  say 
1600,  that  Simcoe  was  on  his  way  with  the  Mohawks  &  Mississagoes — The  deserters 
further  say  that  the  garrison  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids  has  been  since  the  Army 
left  it  Reinforced  with  two  Companies  of  5th  Regiment  and  some  Artillery,  that 
the  Indians  are  Councilling  and  seem  rather  inclined  for  Peace,  this  I  have  from 
the  Adjt.  Genl.  in  a  letter  to  me  dated  21st  Septr.  since  when  a  Merchant  (Mr. 
Stone)  came  in  here  he  saith  that  he  left  head  Quarters  the  25th,  that  the  day  before 
he  left  it  two  French  Merchants  had  come  in  from  the  Indians  and  informed  that 
200  Warriors  had  gone  out  in  order  to  cut  off  the  Escorts  and  get  Satisfaction 
this  I  think  is  true,  as  they  have  been  frequently  seen  in  the  Road  between  this 
and  Fort  Washington  and  a  few  days  since  as  seven  soldiers  and  one  woman  was 
coming  in  from  Recovery  they  was  fir’d  on  by  a  small  party  of  Indians  about  three 
miles  from  this  Post,  three  was  killed,  three  came  in,  one  man  and  one  woman 
missing,  the  unfortunate  soldiers  was  brought  in  here  and  buried  the  same  evening. 
The  Army  has  been  on  half  allowance  of  Flower  for  some  time  &  for  eight  days  had 
no  salt,  they  have  now  a  plenty  of  Beef,  Flower,  Salt  and  Whiskey,  they  are  in 
high  spirits  and  there  appears  to  be  the  greatest  harmony  throughout  the  whole. 
From  this  to  the  Miamis  Village  is  said  to  be  75  miles,  50  from  Recovery  and  a 
most  excellent  hard  Road — it  is  expected  the  Volunteers  will  be  dissolved  the  10th 
of  this  month  there  is  now  334  at  this  Post  sent  here  sick  &  wounded — soon  after 
the  action  General  Barber’s  Brigade  was  sent  to  Recovery  &  Pack’d  their  own  Horses 
with  Flower  &  arrived  soon  after  Army  at  the  Miamis  with  450  Barrels  of  Flower — 
Last  week  arrived  here  50  waggons  laden  with  Flower  &  Whiskey  and  are  returned 
safe  to  Fort  Hamilton — The  Q.  M.  General  has  lately  purchased  a  number  of 
Horses  in  Kentucky  which  I  expect  here  by  the  15th  Instant  on  their  way  to  Head 
Quarters.  I  am  Sir  &c. 

John  H.  Buell. 

N.B.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  General 

Orders  of  the  23d  August  1794. 

The  Honble  Maj.  Genl.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War  Philadelphia. 

a  true  copy. 

Montreal  7th  Deer.  1794  a  true  copy  M.  Elliott,  A.A. 

Joseph  Chew,  S.I.A. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  WILLIAM  BAKER. 

Detroit,  October  9th,  1794. 
Sir: 

You  will  build  so  soon  as  possible,  six  boats  agreeable  to  the  plan  which  you  have 
laid  before  me  for  the  boats  calculated  to  carry  six  pounders.  These  boats  are  to 
be  built  at  Chatham,  on  the  River  Thames.  You  will  also  erect  a  storehouse  in 
the  form  of  a  Blockhouse  at  that  place.  Lieut.  Colonel  England  seems  to  believe 
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that  he  can  occasionally  spare  you  for  these  purposes  without  any  detriment  to  the 
King’s  Service  in  the  Dockyard  of  this  place.  Should  any  unforeseen  circumstances 
alter  his  opinion,  of  course  you  will  obey  such  directions  as  you  shall  receive  from 
him,  of  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  notice.  The  nails  and  iron  necessary 
in  the  progress  of  this,  you  must  purchase  at  this  place,  payment  of  which  will  be 
duly  authorized  on  the  vouchers  being  transmitted  to  B.  B.  Tickell  Esq.1  Navy 
Hall,  Niagara. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


W.  Baker,  Builder,  Detroit. 


J.  G.  Simcoe. 


FROM  WILLIAM  BAKER  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Detroit,  October  9th,  1794. 
Sir: 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Colonel  Simcoe  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  me,  has  been  pleased  to  order  that  six  gun  boats  and  a  Blockhouse  be  built  at 
Chatham  on  the  River  Thames;  that  to  perform  such  service  a  variety  of  material 
and  tools  will  be  immediately  wanted,  and  no  provision  having  been  made  by 
His  Excellency  for  this  service,  and  it  not  being  in  my  power  to  proceed  without 
them,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  for  your  information  an  estimate  and  requisition  for 
such  assistance,  as  to  you  may  seem  good  and  the  Service  requires;  as  the  season  of 
the  year  advances  fast  many  articles  of  stores,  such  as  planks,  boards,  shingles,  and 
nails  and  every  necessary  for  commencing  and  continuing  the  work  through  the 
winter  should  be  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  transported  to  the  place  where  the 
boats  are  to  be  built. 

Some  of  the  articles  can  be  purchased  on  credit  under  your  sanction,  and  with 
that  a  sum  of  money  for  paying  workmen  and  other  contingencies  is  absolutely 
necessary  and  without  it  the  service  cannot  be  performed. 

As  I  wish  to  perform  the  said  service,  with  that  dispatch,  so  important  a  service 
requires,  I  beg  your  direction  and  support  to  enable  me  to  do  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

William  Baker. 

Assistant  Builder,  Detroit. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  England,  Commanding  Detroit  and  Dependencies. 


FROM  FRANCIS  BABY  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 


Detroit,  October  9th,  1794. 
Sir : 

Having  perused  the  order  and  instructions  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester 
for  raising  a  Provincial  Corps,  and  although  highly  flattered  by  Your  Excellency’s 
recommendation  of  me  to  be  one  of  the  Captains  thereof,  I  must  nevertheless  beg 
leave  to  decline  the  honor  intended  as  the  appointment  is  neither  permanent  nor 
entitled  to  Provincial  Rank  nor  half  pay  on  reduction ;  besides  I  think  that  the  men 
could  not  be  raised  on  the  proposed  plan  as  the  bounty  is  not  equal  to  that  allowed 
to  established  Regiments. 

l  Lieutenant  in  the  5th  Regiment,  then  acting  as  an  aide  to  the  Lieut.-Governor. 

S.P.— 9 
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Notwithstanding  my  declining  to  accept  of  the  appointment  above  mentioned, 
Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  my  assurance  of  support  to  the  King’s 
Government  to  the  full  extent  of  my  abilities,  and  whether  in  a  Civil  or  Military 
Line,  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavor  to  deserve  Your  Excellency’s  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Francis  Baby. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT  TO  MAJOR  ROBERT  LETHBRIDGE. 

Kingston,  10th  Oct.  1794. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

I  have  been  some  time  your  debtor  for  your  very  friendly  letter  of  7th  Feb¬ 
ruary  last,  which  reached  me  in  the  latter  end  of  June,  at  Niagara.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  your  political  communications,  and  sorry  that  events  would  not  warrant 
a  more  favourable  account;  and  from  those  still  more  untoward  ones  that  have 
reached  us  through  the  medium  of  the  public  prints,  there  seems  reason  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  the  issue  of  the  contest  is  not  likely  to  prove  favourable  to  the  com¬ 
bined  Powers.  For,  however  glorious  our  naval  victories,  they  seem  rather  to 
have  ensured  our  own  safety  than  to  tend  greatly  to  subdue  the  French.  While 
occupied  with  the  interesting  scenes  that  are  acting  around  you,  in  which  the  fate 
of  Europe  seems  to  be  involved,  our  little  local  affairs  can  hardly  claim  your  notice. 
To  us,  however,  they  lately  appeared  under  a  very  unpleasant  aspect;  and  some 
weeks  ago  we  expected  to  have  been  ere  now  at  war  with  our  neighbours,  the 
States.  You  have  doubtless  heard  of  Lord  Dorchester’s  speech  to  the  Indians,  for 
I  see  it  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  in  Parliament,  and  will  naturally  suppose 
that  it  would  not  make  a  very  favourable  impression  on  the  Americans,  who  were 
still  further  irritated  by  our  building  a  fort  about  twelve  miles  up  the  Miamis  River. 
On  both  these  subjects  very  strong  remonstrances  were  made  to  Mr.  Hammond, 
and  it  was  rather  expected  that  under  the  immediate  impulse  of  the  ill-humour 
which  they  created,  or  at  least  fomented,  some  unwarrantable  acts  would  have 
been  committed  on  the  frontiers.  Indeed,  they  did  go  the  lengths  of  stopping 
boats  and  seizing  goods  that  were  coming  into  the  country  by  way  of  Oswego,  not, 
however,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Government.  In  the  meantime  General  Wayne 
was  advancing  into  the  Indian  country,  and,  either  more  prudent  or  more  fortunate 
than  his  predecessors,  baffled  any  attempts  of  the  savages — and  the}'  made  some 
pretty  strong  ones — to  stop  his  progress.  At  length,  about  the  latter  end  of  August, 
he  had  got  within  a  league  of  the  fort;  here  he  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  whom 
he  had  the  address  to  draw  into  an  ambuscade,  and  defeat,  with  considerable  loss, 
however,  on  his  side;  while  that  of  the  Indians  is  said  not  to  have  exceeded  twenty 
and  about  as  many  wounded.  Among  these,  however,  were  some  of  the  bravest 
of  their  Chiefs;  and  it  seems  to  have  discouraged  and  dispersed  them  as  effectually 
as  though  the  victory  had  been  much  more  bloody.  In  this  engagement  some  of 
the  Detroit  militia  very  imprudently,  and  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Major  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  commanded  the  fort,  mixed  with  the  Indians  and  had  five  killed,  one 
taken  prisoner,  and  several  wounded.  On  the  same  day  General  Wayne  encamped 
within  a  mile  of  the  fort,  and  small  parties  of  his  people  came  occasionally  very 
near  and  carried  away  some  corn  and  hay  from  an  island  within  gunshot.  During 
these  transactions,  the  Governor,  as  you  may  suppose,  was  not  idle.  Part  of  the 
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Rangers  and  5th  Regiment  were  pushed  on  to  Detroit;  the  Detroit  and  Niagara 
militia  embodied,  and  we  were  in  hourly  expectation  of  being  engaged  in  actual 
hostilities.  But  the  removal  of  General  Wayne  to  the  Glaize,  a  principal  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Indians,  where  it  is  said  he  is  fortifying,  has  for  the  present  restored 
quiet,  and  we  now  learn  with  satisfaction  that  Mr.  Jay  is  to  return  with  the  olive 
branch;  for,  however  the  war  might  terminate  as  a  national  concern,  to  this  Prov¬ 
ince  it  must  at  all  events  have  been  ruinous. 

Our  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Osgoode,  removed  to  Quebec  in  July  last,  to  take  Mr. 
Smith’s  place,  and  his  successor,  if  appointed,  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance 
among  us. 

York,  alias  Toronto,  it  is  said  is  to  be  the  seat  of  government.  The  Governor 
and  Mrs.  Simcoe  actually  spent  the  last  winter  there  in  their  canvas  house;  she 
has  gone  to  pass  the  ensuing  one  at  Quebec;  he  is  at  present  at  Detroit.  Our 
Province  still  continues  its  progress  in  improvement,  and  we  begin  to  think  seriously 
of  attempting  to  facilitate  the  export  of  our  produce  to  Montreal  by  means  of 
scows  and  rafts;  for  to  say  nothing  of  the  expense  by  return  batteaux,  they  are 
really  inadequate  to  the  object.  We  cured  here  the  last  season,  480  barrels  of 
pork  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  and  it  is  thought  double  the  quantity  may  be  fur¬ 
nished  this  year.  To  a  brother  member  of  a  Land  Board,  we  may  be  allowed, 
you  know,  to  talk  of  these  things. 

(From  the  Life  and  Letters  of  Hon.  Richard  Cartwright,  pp.  64-6.) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Detroit,  October  10th,  1794. 

Sir: 

The  Garrison  at  the  Miamis  Fort  and  Turtle  Island  is  to  consist  precisely  of 
the  same  number  of  troops  as  were  formerly  ordered  for  that  purpose. 

That  of  Turtle  Island  at  present  must  be  entrusted  to  a  careful  Non-commis¬ 
sioned  Officer,  who  in  addition  to  the  charge  of  the  Stores  and  their  transport,  must 
be  furnished  with  instructions  to  execute  the  duty  detailed  in  the  Proclamation 
accompanying  these  directions.  A  boat  must  be  allotted  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  convalescent  state  of  the  24th  Regiment  it  is  left  to  your  option  to 
continue  the  Militia  Company  under  the  command  of  Captain  Maisonville  in  the 
King’s  Service  or  to  dismiss  it. 

A  Sergeant  or  Ensign  and  twelve  men  of  this  Company  with  some  soldiers  of 
the  Artillery  or  the  24th  Regiment,  sufficiently  instructed  in  the  Artillery  exercise 
is  to  be  detached  to  Swan  Creek.  They  are  to  receive  their  orders  from  Col.  McKee, 
and  are  to  be  employed  in  erecting  a  Block  House  at  that  place,  to  be  furnished  with 
a  six  and  four  pounder,  and  afterwards  in  garrisoning  of  it.  The  Service  requires 
that  the  detachments  of  the  5th  Regiment  and  Queen’s  Rangers  should  immedi¬ 
ately  return  to  their  Quarters. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  measures  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Dunmore  they 
embark  and  sail  without  delay.  No  man  whatever  is  to  be  left  behind  unless  from 
sickness  he  is  incapable  of  being  removed. 

Orders  are  to  be  given  to  prevent  improper  altercation  and  behavior  to  the 
Indians;  that  no  deserter  whatever  be  enlisted  at  the  Miamis  Fort;  all  prisoners 
taken  before  Navigation  closes,  and  all  deserters  who  do  not  enlist  must  be  sent 
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to  Niagara,  such  excepted  as  you  shall  think  proper  to  permit,  under  due  re¬ 
strictions,  to  reside  on  the  River  Thames. 

A  deserter  of  the  name  of  Morgan  must  be  sent  to  Niagara  whensoever  he 
shall  appear. 

Endorsed: — Letter  to  Colonel  England ,  10th  October,  1794. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Browns  Town,  Oct.  11th,  1794. 
Sir: 

It  was  my  intention  that  Mr.  Pilkington  should  embark  with  the  Detachments 
of  Captain  Pratt  and  Lieutenant  Brooking  on  board  the  Dunmore  for  Niagara, 
but  as  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Pilkington  will  finish  his  business  at  the  Miamis  Fort 
before  the  arrival  of  that  vessel,  I  have  directed  that  he  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  returning  to  Niagara. 

I  shall  in  all  probability  direct  Lt.  Cooper  of  the  Engineers  to  proceed  to  De¬ 
troit  without  delay  to  receive  such  instructions  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  give  him, 
of  course  he  will  be  employed  in  finishing  the  works  at  Fort  Miamis,  when  Lt. 
Adye  will  return  to  his  duty,  his  services  as  Assistant  Engineer  for  the  present  not 
being  required.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Lt.  Colonel  England,  Commanding  at  Detroit. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR  SIMCOE  TO  CAPTAIN  BUNBURY,  COM¬ 
MANDING  AT  FORT  MIAMIS. 

Sir: 

It  is  to  be  a  standing  Regulation  of  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis  that  no  person 
of  the  King’s  Subjects  or  others  who  shall  quit  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  be 
enlisted  at  that  Fort,  the  outpost  of  the  Army.  They  are  to  be  immediately  for¬ 
warded  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  Officer  commanding  in  the  District. 

The  Engineer,  Lieutenant  Pilkington,  is  ordered  without  delay  to  prepare  the 
Barracks  which  are  destined  for  the  Garrison  within  the  Fort.  That  Officer  has 
also  orders  to  perfect  the  Bomb  Proofs  of  the  several  Bastions  with  all  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Lieut.  Governor  Upper  Canada. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Upper  Canada,  Oct.  13th,  1794. 

In  case  of  the  approach  of  any  armed  parties  of  the  Troops  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Miamis  Fort,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  Officer  commanding 
will  consider  such  an  aggression  as  hostility,  and  repel  it  by  firing  upon  them 
accordingly. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 
Lieut.  Gov.  Upper  Canada. 

R.  G.  England,  Colonel,  Commg. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall,  October  13,  1794. 

I  received  last  evening,  by  a  vessel  in  twenty-one  days  from  New  York,  des¬ 
patches  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  They  contain  much  information  respecting 
the  then  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  United  States. 

Among  other  interesting  circumstances,  the  transaction  of  Governor  Simcoe 
relative  to  an  American  settlement  at  the  Great  Sodus,  is  stated  and  accompanied 
with  copies  of  the  papers  respecting  it. 

Extracts  from  these  papers,  and  from  Mr.  Randolph’s  letter  to  me  of  the  30 
August,  I  have  now  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  Lordship.  A  subsequent 
letter  from  Mr.  Randolph  of  the  5  September  enclosed  a  copy  of  one  he  had  written 
to  Mr.  Hammond  on  the  subject,  and  also  a  copy  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  answer  ex¬ 
pressing  his  intention  of  transmitting  them  to  Governor  Simcoe  and  to  His  Maj¬ 
esty’s  Ministers. 

These  papers  were  sent  to  me,  not  merely  for  my  information  but  to  enable  me 
to  make  proper  representations  on  the  subject. 

Considering  the  present  promising  state  of  the  negotiation  I  cannot  think  it 
necessary  to  make  any  formal  application  to  your  Lordship  respecting  these  painful 
occurrences. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  same  disposition  to  conciliation  which  animates 
your  Lordship  does  not  appear  to  be  entertained  and  seconded  by  His  Majesty’s 
officers  and  agents  in  America  and  the  West  Indies.  I  flatter  myself,  however, 
that  instructions  tending  to  produce  a  conduct  conformable  to  that  disposition 
have  been  sent,  and  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  their  effects  will  become  visible, 
and  relieve  the  President’s  mind  from  apprehensions  which,  I  find,  have  taken 
strong  hold  of  it. 

These  considerations  restrain  me  from  troubling  your  Lordship  with  details 
and  remarks  concerning  an  opinion,  which  has  become  general  and  fixed,  of  un¬ 
friendly  measures  with  the  Indians. 

The  treaty  now  preparing  will,  I  hope,  be  such  as  to  remove  every  cause  of 
complaint,  and  produce  sentiments  and  sensations  of  a  different  kind. 

I  saw  the  captain  of  the  Philadelphia  ship  last  night;  he  told  me  he  expects 
to  sail  next  Sunday.  In  case  a  few  days  more  should  happen  to  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  treaty,  I  will  endeavour  to  detain  him  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  528-9.) 


HIS  EXCELLENCY  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  SIMCOE’S  REPLY 
TO  THE  INDIAN  NATIONS  ASSEMBLED  AT  THE 
WYANDOT  VILLAGE  ON  THE  13TH 
DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  1794. 


Children : 

I  have  attentively  considered  your  Speech  and  am  now  ready  to  reply. 
Children:  Your  words  are  of  great  importance,  it  is  therefore  necessary  in 
my  answer  to  remind  you  of  many  things  which  have  long  passed  and  to  request 
your  patient  attention  to  them  that  I  may  fully  explain  to  you  the  situation  of  the 
King,  your  Father,  in  respect  to  you  and  to  the  United  States. 
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Children:  Many  of  these  things  your  old  Men  will  recollect  to  be  true,  others 
they  will  have  heard  of  from  their  Fathers.  You  Indians  as  well  as  the  British 
Nation  having  Sachems  and  Chieftains  whose  duty  it  is  to  preserve  the  records 
and  memory  of  times  that  are  past  and  to  profit  by  the  Wisdom  and  experience  of 
your  Ancestors  and  predecessors. 

Children:  Many  of  you  must  have  heard  before  the  oldest  man  now  present 
was  born,  that  your  Father  the  King  stood  forward  against  the  French  who  threat¬ 
ened  not  only  to  enslave  all  the  people  of  this  Island,  but  those  of  the  whole  world. 
After  many  bloody  Wars  and  various  success  the  Justice  and  the  perseverance  of 
your  Father  prevailed  and  the  freedom  of  Mankind  was  preserved. 

Children:  In  this  Victory  over  the  common  Enemy  the  Interests  of  your 
Forefathers  and  of  you,  their  Children,  were  not  forgotten.  In  the  Treaty  between 
the  English,  the  Conquerors,  and  the  French,  it  was  stipulated  that  your  rights 
should  be  preserved,  those  rights  which  you  enjoy  as  an  independent  People. 

Children :  It  was  declared  that  you  had  a  right  to  go  to  the  English  and  French 
Fires  for  the  purpose  of  traffic  and  that  you  had  a  right  inseperable  from  an  in¬ 
dependent  People  to  admit  the  Traders  of  either  Nation  to  your  Fires  as  suited 
your  Interest  or  Inclination. 

Children:  You  enjoyed  these  Rights  for  a  number  of  years,  till  the  French 
invaded  them  by  placing  the  Fort  du  Quesne  purposely  to  interrupt  the  commerce 
of  the  British  Colonies  with  your  independent  Nations. 

Children:  What  was  the  Consequence?  As  many  of  us  here  present  know 
a  War  commenced  in  this  Country  between  the  people  of  Canada,  then  belonging 
to  France,  and  those  who  now  form  the  United  States,  then  the  Colonies  of  Great 
Britain. 

Children:  The  events  of  this  War  were  various  and  the  French  would  have 
been  in  all  probability  successful,  had  not  your  Father  sent  over  his  Armies  to 
this  Island. 

Children:  Your  Father,  tho’  a  Warrior,  prefers  Peace  to  War.  He  was 
therefore  willing  to  listen  to  Peace  for  the  general  benefit  and  hesitated  a  long  time 
in  the  hopes  of  Peace. 

Children:  The  French  persisting  in  their  aggressions,  He  sent  over  his  War¬ 
riors  and  subdued  their  Armies  and  their  fortresses. 

Children:  At  the  conclusion  of  this  Peace,  some  foolish  Frenchmen  occasioned 
troubles  amongst  you,  my  Children,  by  constantly  talking  of  the  return  of  the 
French,  these  troubles  were  soon  ended  and  nothing  but  the  most  strict  Friendship 
has  ever  since  subsisted  between  your  Father,  the  King,  and  his  Children,  the 
Indian  Americans. 

Children:  Say! — Why  has  their  Friendships  so  long  continued?  it  is,  be¬ 
cause  the  Wisdom  of  your  Father  appointed  your  late  Superintendant,  Sir  William 
Johnson,  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  all  your  Nations  to  consult  what  was  best  for  your 
general  and  particular  interests. 

Children:  A  Line  between  you  and  the  British  Colonies  was  then  drawn 
agreeably  to  your  pointing  out  and  Inclination. 

Children:  The  King’s  subjects  were  never  suffered  to  pass  this  boundary 
and  it  would  have  continued  at  this  day,  had  the  King’s  people  and  those  of  the 
United  States  remained  at  one — they  are  now  seperate. 

Children:  At  this  great  Council,  Union  was  recommended  to  all  your  Nations 
that  no  differences  might  disturb  your  internal  harmony,  and  that  your  Nations 
might  encrease  in  peace  &  comfort. 

Children:  This  Principle  has  ever  since  been  enforced  at  all  the  Councils  of 
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the  King,  your  Father,  and  has  been  constantly  recommended  by  his  Represent¬ 
atives. 

Children:  There  are  but  few  of  us  who  do  not  recollect  the  last  War — it  arose 
between  the  King,  your  Father  and  the  people  of  the  United  States — they  were 
then  his  Children. 

Children:  This  War  terminated  in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  assisted 
by  the  French  and  the  greatest  powers  in  Europe,  obtaining  for  themselves  a 
seperate  Government  and  being  no  longer  one  with  your  Father  and  his  People. 

Children:  At  the  Peace  your  Father  considered  the  Indian  Nation  as  free 
and  independent. 

Children:  He  only  bound  himself  to  the  United  States  not  to  make  settle¬ 
ments  or  Colonies  within  certain  limits — although  you  or  your  Children  should 
permit  him. 

Children:  He  in  no  manner  interfered  in  your  rights  admitted  by  European 
compacts  as  the  Laws  of  Nations  and  undoubtedly  those  of  Nature. 

Children:  It  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  People  of  the  United  States 
would  have  followed  the  same  system  of  Policy  which  your  Father  when  He  governed 
them  thought  most  wise  in  respect  to  you  and  their  interests. 

Children:  At  the  moment  of  Peace  however  the  United  States  shewed  a 
different  conduct  to  you  &  at  the  same  time  they  did  not  fulfill  the  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  respect  to  the  Subjects  of  the  King,  your  Father. 

Children:  In  regard  to  you,  the  United  States  by  a  solemn  Act  formed  the 
whole  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded  by  your  Nations  into  various  States. 

Children:  Land-jobbers  immediately  came  in  among  you  &  applied  to 
various  persons  who  were  or  were  not  duly  authorized  to  sell  your  Country  and 
endeavoured  to  purchase  from  them  your  rights  and  those  of  your  Families  & 
Children. 

Children:  To  incline  the  minds  of  your  Chieftains  to  abandon  &  sell  your 
Country  falsehoods  were  propagated. 

Children:  It  was  said  that  the  King,  your  Father,  had  ceded  your  Lands, 
ceded  what  neither  He  or  his  Predecessors  had  ever  claimed. 

Children:  A  Great  Chief  of  the  Senecas,  O’Baile,  personally  requested  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  General  Washington,  an  explanation  of  this  as¬ 
sertion. 

Children:  To  this  request  he  received  no  Answer. 

Children:  The  injurious  language  was  held  by  Governor  St.  Clair  that  your 
lands  were  given  “as  the  price  of  Peace.” 

Children:  You  were  for  some  time  at  peace  with  the  United  States  when  dis¬ 
putes  between  you  and  them  on  the  Subject  of  lands  occasioned  you  to  take  up 
Arms. 

Children:  The  Great  Spirit  having  blessed  you  with  many  victories,  the 
contest  had  become  equally  burthensome  to  the  United  States  as  to  yourselves. 

Children:  In  this  situation  a  Treaty  being  proposed  and  recommended  you 
agreed  upon  the  acceptance  of  certain  propositions  to  meet  the  United  States  to 
terminate  these  differences — you  requested  that  I  would  attend  the  meeting  in 
order  to  mediate  between  you  and  explain  your  ancient  situation  with  the  King, 
your  Father  and  his  People. 

Children:  I  told  you  that  should  the  United  States  concur  in  the  request  I 
doubted  not  but  the  King,  your  Father,  would  permit  me  or  some  more  proper 
person  to  attend  at  the  Treaty. 

Children:  The  United  States  did  not  join  in  the  request — I  am  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  this  neglect. 
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Children:  By  the  papers  which  I  received  from  you,  they  seem  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  the  British  Nation  sincerely  wished  for  an  equitable  peace  between  you 
and  them. 

Children:  They  and  the  whole  world  know  that  -whoever  should  represent 
the  King,  your  Father,  would  mediate  between  contending  Nations  on  no  other 
principles  but  those  of  integrity  and  justice. 

Children:  You  held  the  Meeting  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States.  They  publicly  disavowed  that  the  King  had  ceded  your  Lands.  The 
Language  of  Mr.  St.  Clair,  a  former  Commissioner,  at  present  the  Governor  of  the 
Western  Territory,  a  Territory  formed  out  of  your  Lands,  to  which  The  King  had 
never  any  claim. 

Children:  The  Boundary  you  proposed  being  refused,  you  have  again  had 
recourse  to  Arms  and  your  Enemy  has  made  advances  into  your  Country,  destroying 
your  Wigwams  and  devastating  your  Cornfields. 

Children:  I  remind  you  of  these  circumstances  relating  to  your  situation. 
I  shall  now  advert  to  that  of  the  King  and  his  People. 

Children:  At  the  Peace  your  Father  was  in  possession  of  New  York  and 
Charles  Town,  the  Chief  Villages  of  the  United  States. 

Children:  From  these  stations  their  Strength  could  never  have  driven  the 
King’s  Forces — Your  Father  in  full  confidence  of  the  just  intentions  of  the  United 
States  withdrew  his  Army  from  these  fortresses. 

Children:  The  United  States,  not  complying  with  the  Treaty,  the  King,  your 
Father  has  not  withdrawn  his  Forces  from  the  little  Villages  in  this  Country. 

Children:  Upon  the  late  advance  of  your  Enemy  into  your  Country  your 
Father,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester  ordered  me  to  occupy  a  Post 
at  the  Miamis  River. 

Children:  This  measure  was  necessary  to  obviate  the  threats  and  language 
of  General  Wayne,  who  commands  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Children:  What  has  been  the  language  and  conduct  of  this  Officer? 

Children :  He  has  insinuated  to  the  Six  Nations  that  their  Chiefs  and  Warriors 
who  died  at  the  rapids  last  year  were  poisoned  at  that  place  by  you  their  Brethren. 

Children:  He  has  told  you,  that  if  you  would  not  oppose  him  in  his  road  on 
the  King’s  possessions,  that  he  would  only  attack  the  King’s  People  and  not  your 
Nations. 

Children:  He  obtained  some  trifling  advantage  over  a  part  of  your  People  in 
a  skirmish  near  the  King’s  Post.  He  summoned  it  to  surrender,  and  burnt  some 
Huts  &  forage  in  its  vicinity  and  then  retreated. 

Children :  He  has  established  Posts  on  the  Miamis  River  avowedly  to  prevent 
the  traffic  between  you  and  your  Father’s  People  as  the  French  had  formerly  done 
at  Du  Quesne  and  threatened  to  attack  the  King’s  Post  next  Spring — Let  him 
come. — The  Officer  in  command  there  has  orders  to  permit  no  further  insults,  but 
to  fire  on  all  parties  who  shall  approach  it. 

Children :  When  I  heard  of  the  rapid  advance  lately  made — I  got  on  my  feet 
immediately  and  was  prepared  to  advance  with  all  the  force  I  could  collect — I  sent 
some  of  the  King’s  Warriors  before  me,  but  hearing  of  General  Wayne’s  retreat 
it  did  not  appear  necessary  to  send  any  more  at  that  time — I  have,  however,  come 
myself  to  see  into  the  situation  of  your  Affairs  and  to  give  such  Orders  to  the  King’s 
Warriors  as  appear  necessary. 

Children:  You  must  be  convinced  that  your  Father  means  everything  for 
your  welfare — I  can  only  assure  you  that  he  will  uniformly  fulfill  all  his  engage- 
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ments  with  you,  his  Arms  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  receive  you  and  his  territory 
open  to  protect  and  defend  you  from  all  his  Enemies. 

Children:  The  King,  your  Father,  has  always  advised  you  to  be  strong  & 
unanimous  &  at  present  it  is  requisite  for  me  to  repeat  his  constant  advice  to  you, 
which  is  to  unite  as  one  man — With  this  Belt — therefore  I  now  collect  and  bind 
you  together,  and  recommend  to  you  that  friendship  and  unanimity  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  as  well  for  your  own  interests  as  the  general  Welfare  of  the 
Country. 

Children:  I  must  also  inform  you  that  at  this  critical  period,  you  should  not 
seperate  any  considerable  distance  from  each  other,  but  always  to  be  so  near  as  to 
be  able  to  collect  yourselves  speedily  on  any  sudden  emergency. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  5.  of  the  24th  Octr.  1794.  CO 


INSTRUCTIONS  BY  LIEUT.  GOVERNOR  SIMCOE. 

Brownstown,  Oct.  13th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  to  recommend  at  this  juncture  of  the  most  particular  crisis  that  the 
Indians  be  treated  with  every  kindness  and  attention  and  that  all  improper  con¬ 
duct  towards  these  gallant  people  be  discouraged  and  repressed. — For  this  special 
purpose  I  have  given  directions  that  no  man  whatever  shall  be  attempted  to  be 
enlisted  at  the  Miamis  Fort. 

In  all  transactions  with  the  Indians  it  is  indispensable  that  you  consult  Colonel 
McKee  or  in  his  absence  Captain  Elliott  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  actions 
and  manners  of  these  people,  of  which,  as  may  be  expected,  they  are  very  tenacious. 

I  am  to  desire  that  as  soon  as  possible  the  whole  of  the  Garrison,  particularly 
the  King’s  Troops,  may  be  lodged  within  the  Works.  This  is  not  only  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  surprise,  but  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  men  and 
officers.  A  few  sentinels  well  placed  giving  greater  security  than  a  multitude  who 
are  not  well  disposed  of,  and  the  construction  of  the  Works  at  the  Miamis  affords 
great  advantages  in  this  particular. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  consult  with  the  Engineer,  Lieutenant  Pilkington 
on  the  proper  distribution  of  your  men  in  case  of  Alarm  and  to  require  from  him 
such  explanations  of  the  mode  of  defence  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 

A  Detachment  of  the  5th  Regiment  will  probably  join  you,  which  together 
with  that  of  Lieutenant  Brooking,  is  ordered  to  return  to  Niagara  before  the  Navi¬ 
gation  closes. 

A  Sergeant  and  twelve  Militiamen  are  to  be  placed  in  a  Block  House  to  be 
constructed  at  Swan  Creek.  This  detachment  is  to  be  furnished  from  your  Gar¬ 
rison  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  McKee. 

I  was  much  pleased  from  your  letter  to  Lieutenant  Mayne  of  the  9th  of  Oct¬ 
ober  to  find  that  the  Canadian  Militia  behaved  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deserve 
your  approbation  and  that  Lieutenant  Mayne  has  mentioned  your  advice.  The 
kindest  attention  to  these  people  and  every  indulgence  that  the  service  permits, 
I  am  sure  you  will  show  to  them;  by  which  means  they  may  be  habituated  to 
consider  the  Service  of  their  Country. 

Endorsed: — Brownstown ,  Instructions  for  Captain  Stiell,  Commanding  at  the 
Miamis,  October  2Srd. 
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Sketch  of  Simcoe' s  Wampum  Belt. 

December  9,  1921. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Cruikshank, 

53  Wilton  Crescent, 

Ottawa,  Ontario, 

Canada. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  5,  Mr.  M.  W.  Stirling,  Assistant  Curator 
of  Ethnology,  furnishes  the  following  information  concerning  the  wampum  belt 
about  which  you  inquire: 

“The  wampum  belt  referred  to  was  purchased  in  1899  from  Mr.  Willis  N. 
Tobias.  It  is  made  of  very  fine  old  white  wampum,  the  figures  and  letters  being 
in  blue.  It  has  quite  evidently  been  re-woven  in  comparatively  recent  years  by 
unknown  persons.  It  is  woven  on  a  home-made  cord  of  red  wool  or  tunic,  the  ends 
of  which  extend  from  either  extremity  as  a  fringe. 

“The  belt  is  34  inches  long  and  a  trifle  less  than  3  inches  wide,  being  the  width 
of  eleven  wampum  beads.  There  can  be  no  doubt  concerning  the  age  of  the  wam¬ 
pum,  which  certainly  dates  back  to  this  period  (1790).  It  seems  quite  probable 
that  whoever  re-worked  the  belt  followed  the  original  design. 

“In  the  Museum  catalogue  the  belt  is  listed  as  being  Iroquois,  although  there 
appears  to  be  room  for  doubt  on  this.  It  was  collected  in  Moraviantown,  Kent 
Co.,  Canada. 

“Concerning  its  interpretation,  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  in 
1899  by  Mr.  Beauchamp  is  quoted: 

‘The  white  belt  was  evidently  meant  for  presentation  to  Indians  by  a  white 
man,  and  probably  is  of  white  man’s  make.  The  strings,  letters  and  form  of 
human  figures  would  indicate  this.  Allowing  its  reputed  age,  I  would  call  it  a 
little  older.  The  I  G  S  might  stand  for  John  Graves  Simcoe,  Governor  General 
of  Upper  Canada,  1791-94,  and  the  two  figures  hand  in  hand  would  be  an  alliance 
between  him  and  the  Shawnees  or  others.  Thence  to  Tecumseth’s  efforts  was  but 
a  short  period.  I  am  quite  inclined  to  call  this  the  true  history.’ 

“A  rough  pencil  sketch  of  the  belt  is  attached. 

“Very  respectfully  yours, 

“W.  deC.  Ravenel. 

“Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Secretary.” 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LIEUT.  AD  YE. 

Brownstown,  October  13th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Being  desirous  that  a  Block-house  should  be  built  at  Chatham  at  present  to 
serve  as  the  place  wherein  the  builder,  Mr.  Baker  and  his  assistants  shall  reside 
while  they  are  constructing  some  provincial  boats  at  that  place,  and  which  may 
hereafter  be  considered  as  part  of  the  defences  or  conveniences  for  a  Dockyard, 
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should  Colonel  England  have  no  immediate  occasion  for  your  services,  with  the 
permission  of  Captain  Schalch,  I  should  be  glad  that  you  were  to  proceed  to  that 
place  and  to  lay  out  such  a  Block-house  to  be  built  by  Mr.  Baker,  and  to  make  a  full 
and  accurate  report  of  the  ground  delineated  in  the  annexed  survey  as  may  be 
required  for  a  Dock  Yard  and  the  fortresses  necessary  for  its  protection. 

I  place  no  reliance  on  the  accuracy  of  the  plan  as  far  as  it  exhibits  the  gradu¬ 
ations  and  shelvings  of  the  ground.  Upon  a  cursory  view  I  had  the  idea  of  in¬ 
cluding  the  Creek  within  a  Citadel  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  afford  Batteries  for 
the  protection  of  such  Military  and  Naval  Buildings  as  might  be  erected  there, 
communicating  with  proper  Bridges,  in  short  an  epitome  of  the  Works  at  (illegible) 
Lieutenant  Pilkington  will  communicate  to  you  my  further  ideas,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  of  the  most  minute  observations  which  may  occur  to  you  for  the  furthering 
of  the  public  service  in  all  its  branches. 

(Unsigned). 

Lieutenant  Adye,  Royal  Artillery. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  October  13th,  12  o’clock. 
Sir: 

Within  this  hour  I  received  Your  Excellency’s  Orders  of  yesterday’s  date,  and 
in  obedience  to  them  the  Detachment  of  the  5th  Regiment  is  now  embarking  in 
batteaux  as  directed  by  your  Excellency. 

I  yesterday  directed  a  very  strict  enquiry  to  be  made  by  the  Surgeons  of  the 
Garrison  into  the  state  of  the  sick  of  the  24th  Regiment,  and  find  that  they  were 
not  able  to  dismiss  more  than  ten  men,  and  those  so  very  weak  and  debilitated  that 
they  are  not  capable  of  any  duty,  and  indeed  from  their  tottering  state,  I  am  ap¬ 
prehensive  that  this  unfavorable  day  will  occasion  their  relapse. 

I  have  not  at  this  moment  within  this  Garrison  either  a  Guard  or  a  Sentry, 
nor  do  I  know  where  to  provide  one  for  to-night,  to  protect  His  Majesty’s  Stores. 
This  circumstance  I  think  it  my  duty  to  explain  to  Your  Excellency  that  you  may 
not  be  deceived  in  your  expectations  of  my  being  able  to  reinforce  Fort  Miamis, 
to  which  I  shall  notwithstanding  pay  every  attention  in  my  power. 

I  already  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  every  man  of  the  24th  Regiment 
fit  for  duty  was  detached  to  Captain  Stiell  and  the  sick  make  so  very  little  progress 
in  recovering  that  I  really  don’t  look  for  any  essential  assistance  from  them  for 
several  months. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  materials  required  by  Mr.  Baker  and  also  his  letter 
to  me  requiring  a  credit  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on  the  work  directed  by  you.  In 
order  not  to  impede  him  I  have  given  him  a  credit  for  part  of  what  he  has  asked 
for,  and  request  to  know  if  it  is  Your  Excellency’s  wish  that  I  should  direct  him  to 
be  supplied  with  the  entire  of  what  he  desires  and  if  the  workmen  are  to  receive 
Government  provisions  from  the  Storehouse  here.  I  find  from  him  that  he  has 
purchased  some,  considering  this  work  to  be  separate  from  any  authorized  by 
Lord  Dorchester. 

As  I  ever  found  the  Assistant  Commissary  here  more  correct  in  his  represent¬ 
ations  than  Lieutenant  Cowan,  I  beg  to  enclose  you  a  memorandum  of  his,  men¬ 
tioning  the  quantity  of  provisions  embarked  on  board  the  Ottawa,  and  stating 
that  Lieutenant  Cowan  declined  taking  more,  tho’  there  were  thirty  five  barrels 
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of  flour  alongside  his  vessel,  ready  to  be  taken  in.  His  reasons,  if  you  think  proper, 
he  will  explain  to  you  as  the  Ottawa  may  stow  away  three  hundred  barrels. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  let  me  know  if  I  am  to  purchase  the  horses  for  the 
Artillery  as  you  mentioned  frequently  to  me  and  what  number. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

The  Saguina  sailed  this  morning  with  Captain  Bunbury  for  Fort  Erie  and  the 
Felicity  with  provisions  for  Swan  Creek. 

R.  E. 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  THOMAS  SMITH  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  14th  Oct.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  two  Boats  belonging  to  the  Department  arrived  here  about  8  o’Clock  last 
night,  laden  with  provisions;  but  no  invoice.  I  have  this  moment  sent  an  express 
to  Fort  Miamis  to  know  if  Capt.  Steel  the  Comdt.  have  any  command  to  Detroit, 
the  return  of  which  I  expect  by  the  time  the  boats  are  ballasted  &  ready  for  sailing. 

Patrick  Montour1  &  a  party  of  the  Delawares  came  yesterday  from  war  & 
brought  with  them  six  scalps  taken  somewhere  near  Wheeling  over  the  Ohio. 
About  the  same  time  a  party  of  the  Miamis  came  from  the  Glaize  &  brought  in  a 
deserter,  they  seem  to  make  some  difficulty  to  deliver  him  up  therefore  it  is  un¬ 
certain  if  I  will  be  able  to  forward  him  to  you  by  this  opportunity. 

A  100  Shanese  &  Delawares  who  have  been  for  some  time  hunting  upon  the 
Scioto  River  are  gone  off  to  way-lay  the  road  between  Fort  Washington  &  Hamil¬ 
ton. 

33  Delawares  coming  from  the  White  River  with  a  number  of  horses  loaded 
with  skins  were  attacked  near  the  Miamis  Town  by  a  party  of  Lt.  Horse,  but 
without  any  loss  other  than  the  skins. 

In  the  course  of  my  correspondence  with  Capt.  Steel  Comd.  at  Fort  Miamis  & 
other  circumstances  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  assure  my  rank  in  the  Militia, 
having  no  other  authority  military  for  my  transactions  at  this  place  on  the  behalf 
of  the  Crown,  however  Capt.  S.  is  a  very  good  man  &  we  agree  amazing  well. 

Mr.  Duchouquet  from  Sandusky  informs  me  that  Mr.  Isaac  Williams,  junior, 
was  to  set  off  to  Wayne’s  Camp  with  some  of  the  Wyandotts  in  order  to  settle 
upon  terms  of  peace,  but  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  29th  Sept,  he  altered 
his  sentiments  &  sent  off  his  party  to  war. 

The  Indians  have  began  to  work  at  their  houses,  expecting  the  Delawares, 
I  imagine  that  a  great  number  will  be  going  out  on  hunting  very  soon. 

Respecting  Mr.  Wayne,  you  are  informed  of  every  circumstance  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge.  About  140  invalids  of  the  Glaize  &  a  Brigade  of  provi¬ 
sions  expected,  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  the  main  body  at  the  Miamis  Town  & 
after  leaving  a  small  garrison,  to  winter  at  Greenville,  the  Militia,  their  time  is 

i  Probably  a  younger  son  of  the  noted  Katharine  Montour,  often  called  the  Queen  of  the 
Senecas. 
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nearly  out  as  well  as  most  of  the  regular  troops  and  it  is  supposed  that  another 
Army  of  the  like  force  cannot  be  raised  in  the  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant. 


To; — Col.  McKee,  &c.  &c. 


Thos.  Smith.1 
Capt.  M.  Comd.  at  Swan  Creek. 


14th  Oct.  3  o’Clock,  P.M. 

Two  deserters  came  in  this  morning  to  Fort  Miamis,  &  are  now  on  board  the 
6  pdr.  Gun  Boat.  They  report  that  Genl.  Wayne  was  to  return  the  9th  inst.  to 
Greenville  leaving  Col.  Hamtramack2  &  about  500  men  at  the  Miami  Town,  that 
works  are  erecting  round  Philadelphia  &  all  along  the  sea  coast,  particularly  about 
the  Sea  Ports,  that  Genl.  Wayne  is  to  return  in  the  Spring  with  a  stronger  force 
against  the  King’s  Garrisons  &  that  next  summer  a  war  is  expected  with  Great 
Britain,  these  two  fellows  had  been  a  party  with  one  of  their  spies  from  the  Miamis 
Town,  in  pursuit  of  some  deserters  whom  they  overtook  at  Snake’s  Town  &  shot  one 
of  them. 

T.  S. 


FROM  THOMAS  SMITH  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  16th  Oct.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

Captain  of  the  Felicity  arrived  yesterday  with  the  Engineer  Mr.  Pilkington  & 
is  gone  to  Fort  Miamis,  left  his  vessel  in  Turky  Island  Bay  &  says  he  cannot  bring 
her  into  the  river  for  fear  of  running  a  ground,  therefore  means  to  discharge  his 
cargo  upon  Turky  Island,  in  this  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  cargo  Boat 
here  in  order  to  bring  the  provisions  from  the  Island. 

I  have  taken  all  the  pains  imaginable  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  provisions  at 
draw-day  &  have  so  far  succeeded  as  to  bring  the  pork  (article  most  costly  to 
Government)  to  seven  barrels  per  week ;  but  at  every  time  rum  comes  among  them 
am  obliged  to  expend  a  much  greater  quantity  to  pacify  drunkards  who  then  dis¬ 
close  all  grievances. 

In  two  days,  I  shall  have  another  house  up  and  the  two  Bake  Houses  are  in 
great  forwardness,  one  has  Baked  for  some  time. 

Forty  gallons  of  rum  came  from  Detroit  last  night  and  ten  large  kegs  are  now 
hourly  expected.  I  have  hardly  an  opportunity  of  writing  you  these  few  lines 
from  the  importunity  of  drunken  indians.  It  is  a  horrid  situation  to  be  in  to¬ 
gether  with  other  late  matters  respecting  our  affairs  in  Europe  &  all  which  at  once 
coming  upon  the  mind. 

The  Big  Cat  came  from  Sandusky  two  days  ago,  &  reports  that  a  great  body 
of  people  &  cattle  are  at  the  Tuskarawas  &  are  there  erecting  a  fort,  but  after  the 

i  Thomas  Smith,  capt.  in  the  Indian  Dept.,  1776-7;  capt.  in  Detroit  militia,  1778-83;  carried 
despatches  from  Detroit  to  Niagara  on  snowshoes  in  winter  of  1780;  on  a  special  mission  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  1788;  capt.  in  flank  company  Western  District,  1793-5;  member  of  Assembly  for  County 
of  Kent,  1796-1800. 

2John  Francis  Hamtramck,  a  refugee  from  Canada  in  1776;  capt.  in  Hazen’s  Regt.;  maj. 
U.S.  army,  1788;  It.  col.  1st  sub-legion,  1793;  died  at  Detroit,  1803. 
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abominable  falsehoods  indians  are  capable  of  forging  in  these  times,  I  dont  relate 
it  to  you  as  a  fact,  the  authenticity  of  it  however  we  will  be  able  to  learn  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days. 

The  indians  were  acquainted  with  our  bad  success  in  France  ten  days  at  least 
before  it  came  to  my  knowledge.  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  through  these  people  that 
the  French  in  Detroit  as  well  as  those  trading  among  them  take  great  pains  to 
poison  the  minds  of  the  indians  &  make  use  of  expression  tending  to  depreciate  the 
honor  of  Government.  Is  it  possible  that  a  great  Nation  cannot  retaliate? 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  esteem,  Your  obedient. 

Thos.  Smith. 

To; — Colonel  McKee,  &c.  &c. 


FROM  ROBERT  PRATT,  UNADDRESSED. 

Fort  Miamis,  19th  Oct.  1794. 

Lewis  Maraservy,  a  native  of  France,  belonging  to  the  4th  Sub  Legion  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  informs  that  he  deserted  from  Fort  Defiance  the  morning 
of  the  13th  inst.,  that  when  he  left  the  Fort  there  were  150  soldiers  in  it;  100  of  whom 
were  sick,  and  that  General  Wayne  had  left  the  Miamis  towns  for  Fort  Greenville 
with  his  army  three  days  before  he  took  his  departure  from  Fort  Defiance. 

He  understands  that  Colonel  Hamtrameck  commands  at  the  Miamis  towns 
and  says  that  one  small  Howitzer  is  in  each  of  four  small  block  houses  at  Fort 
Defiance  that  are  round  the  Fort,  which  is  double  picketted,  a  ditch  ten  feet  wide 
and  eighteen  deep ;  that  their  provisions  are  so  short  as  to  allow  them  no  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  flour  and  half  a  pound  of  meat  per  day ;  that  three  days  before 
he  deserted  an  Express  had  arrived  from  General  Wayne  to  Major  Hunt,  command¬ 
ing  at  Fort  Defiance,  saying  that  he  would  immediately  send  him  a  convoy  of 
provisions,  ammunition  and  six  pieces  of  Ordnance,  which  Ordnance  was  to  be 
sent  from  Fort  Greenville,  where  (when  he  left  it  the  14th  July)  there  were  16 
pieces  of  Ordnance,  four  of  which  were  twenty  four  pounders,  the  remainder  six, 
eight,  and  twelve  pounders. 

He  says  that  General  Wayne’s  information  to  Major  Hunt  respecting  the 
provisions  and  Ordnance  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Defiance,  was  communicated  by  the 
Major  to  the  Troops  on  the  Public  Parade;  that  one  thousand  of  the  Militia  left 
the  Army  on  their  return  home  about  eighteen  days  ago,  and  that  the  remaining 
1700,  (the  whole  having  consisted  of  2700),  were  expected  soon  to  return  to  their 
homes;  that  desertion  is  very  prevalent  and  that  27  deserters  had  been  taken  in 
the  course  of  16  days,  all  of  whom  were  hanged  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
Fort;  That  12  Riflemen  are  detached  every  morning  from  the  Fort  for  the  purpose 
of  apprehending  deserters,  who  receive  for  each  deserter  apprehended  a  reward 
of  forty  dollars  and  that  two  others  who  had  deserted  with  him  had  been  appre¬ 
hended  by  one  of  these  parties  of  Riflemen,  and  he  adds  that  the  cannon  intended 
to  be  sent  to  Fort  Defiance  were  six  and  eight  pounders. 

Robert  Pratt. 

5th  Regiment,  Commanding  at  Fort  Miamis. 
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FROM  THOMAS  SMITH  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  19th  Oct.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

Yesterday  evening  Bob  Wilson  arrived  with  a  pirogue  full  of  goods  of  some 
kind  followed  by  his  Father-in-law  about  half  an  hour  after  in  a  canoe  with  8  or  10 
kegs  of  rum,  as  have  been  reported  to  me,  have  sent  George  Lintz  to  know  the 
truth  of  it,  the  Delawares,  however  were  drinking  all  night  &  are  still  keeping  it 
up.  All  spirits  found  in  any  crafts  belonging  to  the  traders  have  taken  upon  me 
to  seize,  and  begun  yesterday  with  Wilson’s  pirogue,  found  none,  but  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  which  was  in  his  Father-in-law’s  canoe  is  his  property.  It 
soothes  me  a  little  to  have  an  opportunity  of  informing  before  you  set  out  from 
Detroit,  that  unless  some  method  may  be  fallen  upon  to  stop  the  rum,  it  will  be 
out  of  the  power  of  man  to  remain  at  this  place,  I  need  not  tell  you  how  unreason¬ 
able  drunken  indians  are.  Capt.  Steel  has  offered  any  force  I  choose  to  ask  for  to 
seize  rum  brought  into  this  camp,  but  it  would  be  imprudent  to  fall  upon  a 
measure  of  this  nature  with  indians  altho’  tending  ever  so  much  to  their  good. 
No  effectual  plan  can  be  adopted  to  stop  the  rum  but  confining  of  it  entirely 
within  the  Fort  of  Detroit  and  allowing  none  to  go  out  but  for  the  use  of  private 
families,  &  not  that,  without  a  pass,  and  security  given  to  a  person  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  of  it  not  being  disposed  of  any  way  to  indians. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Buckingellis’s  son  &  another  boy  were  out  two 
days  ago  Raccoon  hunting  and  were  both  killed  by  a  fall  of  a  tree,  was  obliged  to 
give  a  few  things  for  the  burial. 

Yesterday  six  oxen  arrived  here  from  Mr.  Askin  for  the  use  of  the  indians  &  for 
which  I  gave  a  receipt. 

Capt.  Pratt  commands  Fort  Miamis  at  present,  but  Capt.  Steel  informs  me  he 
is  to  return  to  Detroit  with  his  detachment  on  the  arrival  of  the  Dunmore  at  Turky 
Island.  Capt.  Steel  yesterday  sent  an  order  to  the  River  Raisin  for  a  detachment 
of  the  Militia  from  Ch.  Reaume’s  Company  in  order  to  forward  the  works. 

The  big  boat  arrived  this  morning,  is  now  unloaded  &  ready  to  return  the 
first  fair  wind.  Capt.  Thorn  of  the  Gun  Boat  some  time  ago  landed  here  a  quantity 
of  provisions  without  any  invoice  or  bill  of  lading  from  the  commissary,  it  proves 
now  to  be  provisions  belonging  to  Fort  Miamis,  which  I  have  delivered  to  the  order 
of  Capt.  Steel.  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Thos.  Smith. 

Capt.  Comd.  at  Swan  Creek. 

To; —  Col.  Alex.  McKee,  &c.  &c. 

P.S. — I  have  the  Bake  houses  ready  to  bake  for  all  the  indians  &  to  encourage 
the  bakers  &  enable  them  to  pay  their  men  &  defray  the  expense,  they  were  allowed 
to  see  the  overplus  of  bread  if  any  after  delivering  one  pound  of  bread  for  one  pound 
of  flour  at  five  broaches  per  loaf;  but  I  found  the  importunity  of  the  Indians  so 
great  in  begging  of  bread  between  draw  days  under  various  pretences  that  I  am 
realy  obliged  to  stop  the  baking  entirely,  am  sorry  for  one  of  the  bakers  who 
left  his  business  in  Detroit  in  order  to  come  here  to  bake,  perhaps  he  may  wait 
your  consideration. 

I  am  just  informed  that  a  deserter  is  arrived  at  Fort  Miami. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Thos.  Smith, 

Capt.  Comd.  at  Swan  Creek. 


132 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Oct.  20th,  1794. 


I  am  to  request  that  you  will  suspend  the  building  of  the  Gun  Boat  at  Detroit 
until  the  estimate  thereon  has  been  transmitted  for  the  Commander  in  Chief’s 
sanction.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  Estimate  without  delay. 

I  wish  that  Captain  Pratt’s  detachment  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Brooking, 
comprehending  every  man  of  the  5th  Regiment  and  Queen’s  Rangers  may  be 
returned  immediately.  Lieutenant  Cooper  of  the  Engineers  is  directed  to  relieve 
Lieutenant  Pilkington  and  to  place  himself  under  your  orders. 

He  will  immediately  execute  such  works  as  Lieutenant  Pilkington  has  been 
directed  to  prepare  at  the  Miamis,  They  principally  if  not  wholly  consist  in  placing 
the  men  under  proper  cover. 

It  does  not  at  this  distance  appear  to  be  necessary  to  keep  out  the  Militia 
beyond  the  last  of  the  month. — the  detachment  at  Swan  Creek  excepted,  and  as 
Colonel  McKee  shall  require  it. 

I  have  given  directions  to  send  flour  to  you  and  I  shall  desire  Mr.  D.  W.  Smith 
to  pay  particular  attention  in  my  absence  to  any  applications  you  may  make  upon 
that  subject.  I  wish  Mr.  Reynolds  immediately  to  transmit  to  me  his  observations 
on  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Clause  in  the  Provision  Advertisement 
respecting  the  receiving  of  flour  in  bags  or  if  any  modification  of  the  clause  may  be 
practicable  to  be  inserted  into  the  Advertisement,  which  at  present  is  withheld, 
or  if  it  had  better  be  totally  left  out,  or  the  admission  scheme  of  flour  in  bags  be 
optional. 

It  is  with  some  surprise  that  I  have  heard  comments  on  a  part  of  Major  Camp¬ 
bell’s  letters  to  General  Wayne.  They  have  never  been  communicated  by  me, 
except  to  His  Lordship.  I  have  also  read  an  account  of  your  having  received  the 
hatchet  at  Detroit  and  so  circumstantially  stated  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  it  has 
been  communicated  by  some  person  well  acquainted  with  the  transaction.  I 
cannot  but  recommend  to  you  to  take  particular  care  in  this  important  crisis  as 
few  public  measures  should  transpire  as  possible.  I  am  &c. 


J.  G.  Simcoe. 


P.S.  I  enclose  to  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Dorchester  which  you 
will  communicate  to  Lieutenant  Pilkington  if  he  be  not  sailed. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  Oct.  20th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  was,  last  night  honored  with  your  Excellency’s  Dispatch,  enclosing  the  copy 
of  a  Letter  to  you  from  Mr.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  on  the  first  of 
September,  and  your  Answer,  which  intimates  the  intention  of  transmitting  it  to 
me  by  the  first  opportunity. 

It  appears  upon  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  letter,  that  I  am  called  upon 
by  the  respect  due  to  his  official  situation,  publicly,  to  state  the  misrepresentations 
of  that  Gentleman;  and  on  this  consideration,  not  to  pass  them  over  in  that  silence, 
which  would  otherwise  best  become  the  language  and  manner  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  permits  himself  to  make  use  of,  in  his  animadversions  on  my  conduct. 
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My  having  executed  the  orders  of  His  Majesty’s  Commander  in  Chief  in 
North  America,  Lord  Dorchester,  in  re-occupying  a  post  upon  the  Miamis  River, 
within  the  Limits  of  those  maintained  by  the  British  Forces,  at  the  peace,  in  the 
year  1783,  upon  the  principles  of  self-defence  against  the  approaches  of  an  army 
which  menaced  the  King’s  Possessions,  is  what  I  presume  Mr.  Secretary  Randolph 
terms  “Governor  Simcoe’s  invasion.” 

The  Motives  which  led  to  this  re-occupation  furnish  the  true  grounds  for  dis¬ 
cussion,  but  the  establishment  of  a  Military  Post,  from  its  own  nature,  must  have 
been  so  unquestionable,  as  not  to  have  required  from  you,  Sir,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Randolph  an  avowal  or  a  denial;  nor  does  it  appear  to  me,  that  he  has  introduced  so 
public  an  Event,  as  a  matter  of  doubt  in  itself,  but  solely  as  a  ground  work  for 
ushering  in  the  World  “Opinions”  transmitted  to  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  United  States,  which  however  respectable,  are  but,  “ opinions ”  that  “British 
Officers  and  British  Soldiers  aided  an  Attack  made  by  the  Indians  on  Fort  Re¬ 
covery.”  Such  an  insinuation,  Sir,  introduced  as  subsidiary  Evidence  of  a  Fact, 
which  required  no  proof,  will  undoubtedly,  on  the  undiscerning  impress  a  belief, 
that  the  British  Troops,  instead  of  adhering  to  that  principle  of  Self  defence,  on 
which  a  Post  at  the  Miamis  was  re-established,  were  united  in  Arms  with  the 
Indians  in  an  Attack  upon  a  Post  held  by  the  United  States. 

As  if  to  promote  such  a  belief,  Mr.  Randolph  proceeds  to  comment  on  the 
protest  delivered  to  Mr.  Williamson  at  the  Harbor  of  the  Great  Sodus;  he  terms 
this  protest,  which  I  transmitted  in  obedience  to  Lord  Dorchester’s  Orders  “a  man¬ 
date  borne  by  Lieutenant  Sheaffe,  under  a  military  Escort,  and  in  it’s  tone,  corres¬ 
ponding  with  the  form  of  it’s  delivery,  being  unequivocally  of  a  Military  and 
hostile  Nature.” 

Mr.  Randolph  seems  peculiarly  anxious  to  consider  every  transaction  of  the 
King’s  Government,  in  its  mode,  as  well  as  in  it’s  substance,  as  hostility,  otherwise 
he  could  not  but  have  seen  in  the  protest  delivered  by  Lieutenant  Sheaffe  to  Mr. 
Williamson,  not  a  tone  of  hostility,  but  a  Spirit  of  conciliation,  explanatory  of  the 
just  principle,  on  which  the  settlement  in  question  is  termed  an  aggression;  the 
inexecution  of  the  Treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  nor  is  it  possible  to 
conceive  that  less  offensive  language  could  be  made  use  of,  consistent  with  the 
formality  necessary  to  substantiate  a  protest  requiring  the  suspension  of  the 
exercise  of  a  controverted  claim. 

Had  Mr.  Secretary  Randolph  made  due  enquiry,  he  could  have  found  that  the 
Military  Escort  consisted  of  an  Officer,  expressly  sent  to  accompany  Lieutenant 
Sheaffe,  and  seven  Persons  to  row  the  boat,  soldiers  most  certainly,  but  unarmed , 
without  military  habiliments,  and  in  the  dress  they  wear  for  the  purposes  of  fat  igue. 
It  also  might  be  presumed  from  Lieutenant  Sheaffe’s  letter  that  he  was  personally 
acquainted  with  Captain  Williamson,  and  in  truth  this  circumstance  was  of  some 
weight  in  the  appointment. 

The  general  Language  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Williamson,  particularly  in  the 
proposals  of  his  Speculation  at  the  Sodus  have,  of  late  manifested  a  disposition 
so  incompatible  with  those  views  of  conciliation,  which  are  the  true  Interests  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States,  that  it  became  proper  to  select  such  a  person 
as  Mr.  Sheaffe  for  this  duty;  being  a  Gentleman  of  great  discretion,  incapable  of 
any  intemperate  or  uncivil  conduct,  and  certainly  not  disqualified  by  being  a 
Lieutenant  in  his  Majesty’s  Service. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  circumstances  of  this  transaction  which  Mr.  Randolph  is 
pleased  to  term  my  “hostile  views.” 

The  following  paragraphs  do  not  seem  to  require  illustration.  It  can  escape 
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no  Person  that  what  in  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  Letter  to  you  he  has 
stated  as  respectable  “ opinions ”  transmitted  to  the  Executive  Government  is  no 
longer  confined  to  “ opinions ”  but  the  Secretary  of  State  asserts  as  matter  of  fact 
“that  the  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  associated  British  with  Indian  Force  to 
assault  our  Fort.” 

In  respect  to  Mr.  Randolph’s  assertion  and  his  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  “it  is  grown 
into  a  maxim  that  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  within  the  boundaries  of  any  Nation 
exclusively  belong  to  that  nation.”  I  cannot  admit  so  general  and  so  novel  a 
principle,  as  applicable  either  to  the  Territory  or  boundary  under  consideration. 
I  do  not  recognize  its  birth,  nor  any  state  of  its  existence.  It  will  be  difficult  for 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  prove,  that  it  has  governed  the  Conduct  of  the  United 
States;  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  express  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht;  it 
was  never  assumed  by  the  British  Nation  prior  to  that  Compact;  it  is  imcompatible 
with  the  natural  rights;  and  injurious  to  the  acknowledged  Independency  of  the 
Indian  Americans. 

The  British  Government  has  not  involved  itself  in  disputes  with  the  Indians 
by  acting  in  so  vague  and  indeterminate  a  manner.  It  has  ever  done  justice  to 
their  natural  Rights,  nor  has  it  violated  the  stipulations  purposely  made  for  their 
support  and  definition;  in  consequence  of  such  an  uniform  conduct,  Sir,  the  Indians 
are  constantly  solicitous  for  the  presence  of  some  of  the  King’s  Officers  or  Subjects 
at  their  public  meetings,  and  I  have  the  most  full  persuasion,  that  [had]  the  United 
States  concurred  with  the  confederacy  in  their  request,  that  the  King  would  ex¬ 
tend  his  good  Offices  to  the  mediating  between  them  in  the  present  War,  and  that 
in  consequence  his  Majesty  had  graciously  permitted  me,  as  requested,  or  with  more 
obvious  propriety  yourself  to  have  been  present  at  the  late  Treaty;  in  such  a  case, 
I  am  confident  that  Peace  would  have  been  established  on  this  Continent,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  United  States,  and  the  comfort  to  the  Indian  Nations,  and 
scarcely  in  a  lesser  degree  to  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  in  this  Province, 
who  are  materially  interested  that  their  neighbours  should  on  all  sides  flourish  in 
wealth,  peace  and  prosperity. 

As  the  close  of  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letter  seems  intended  through  you, 
Sir,  “to  apprize  me  of  the  consequences  of  self  defence  should  I  not  be  restrained 
by  remonstrances,”  the  date  of  it  cannot  possibly  escape  my  notice;  it  bears  that 
of  the  first  day  of  September,  and  on  the  22d  of  August,  Gen.  Wayne  advanced  to 
the  Post  at  the  Miamis,  laid  waste  the  possessions  of  the  King’s  Subjects  under  its 
protection  and  summoned  it  to  surrender.  It  may  here  be  proper  to  observe  that 
so  ill  informed  was  that  Officer  of  the  very  principles  on  which  he  made  his  in¬ 
vasion  or  “self-defence,”  that  in  his  summons  he  requires  “the  garrison  to  remove 
to  the  nearest  Post  occupied  by  his  Britannic  Majesty  in  1783.”  Had  this  re¬ 
quisition  been  complied  with,  the  Garrison  must  have  advanced  up  the  Miamis 
River  into  the  Indian  Country  beyond  the  Post,  whose  evacuation  had  been  de¬ 
manded  as  a  recent  aggression. 

The  discretion,  good  conduct  and  Magnanimity  of  Major  Campbell,  the 
Commander  of  that  Garrison,  prevented  the  Commencement  of  War  and  all  it’s 
dreadful  consequences. 

Upon  the  comparison  of  circumstances,  the  March  of  General  Wayne,  the  date 
of  Mr.  Randolph’s  letter,  it’s  immediate  Publication,  and  the  manner  of  it,  I 
cannot  but  conjecture  that  it  was  written  not  to  remonstrate  against  my  “Excesses” 
but  to  prepare  the  minds  of  Men  for  whatever  consequences  might  have  arisen 
from  the  movement  of  Gen.  Wayne’s  Army;  and  could  this  temperate  forbearance 
of  Major  Campbell  and  the  event  of  the  enterprize  have  been  foreseen,  if  I  may  be 
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permitted  to  revert  to  the  Object  of  this  letter,  I  cannot  believe  that  I  should  have 
been  spared  the  necessity  of  taking  notice  of  Mr.  Secretary  Randolph’s  publication, 
or  of  controverting  the  Assumptions  of  a  Gentleman  for  whom  I  have  always  en¬ 
tertained  the  most  profound  respect. 

To  all  Sir  who  know  my  private  Sentiments,  to  yourself,  Sir,  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  my  public  conduct,  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers,  and  the  Officer  chief 
in  command,  who  have  approved  of  my  strict  adherence  to  their  orders,  and  the 
consequent  impartiality  which  I  have  maintained  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Indian  Americans,  any  justification  or  exposition  of  my  sentiments  is  unneces¬ 
sary;  even  Mr.  Secretary  Randolph  has  officially  in  his  possession  sufficient  proofs 
of  my  good-will  to  the  Government  and  People  of  the  United  States.  They  ought 
to  have  sheltered  me  from  the  imputations  to  which  I  have  been  exposed.  I  have 
ever  shewn  the  utmost  inclination  to  cultivate  the  most  perfect  Harmony  between 
his  Majesty’s  Subjects  and  those  of  the  United  States,  and  have  looked  forward  to 
an  honorable  termination  of  existing  differences  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Philadelphia. 

Endorsed: — In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’ s  No.  5  of  the  2 4th  Octr.  1794.  (#) 


FROM  TIMOTHY  PICKERING  TO  JOSEPH  BRANT. 

Canadarqui,  October  20th,  1794. 

Sir: 

General  Chapin  has  shewn  me  your  letter  to  him  of  the  18th  instant  from  Fort 
Erie,  the  most  of  it  concerns  a  supposed  “misinterpretation  of  your  letter  to  the 
General  from  Grand  River  you  say,  you  should  be  sorry  to  believe  Mr.  Pickering 
himself  had  done  this,  and  that  you  are  rather  inclined  to  think  the  mistake  lies 
with  the  Interpreter,”  there  is  candour  in  this,  for  which  I  thank  you,  but  if  you 
entertained  the  most  distant  idea  of  a  designed  misinterpretation  by  me,  you  do 
not  know  my  character. 

You  do  not  say  Sir,  in  what  the  misinterpretation  of  your  letter  consisted,  and 
therefore  I  can  offer  no  pointed  justification. 

Upon  reading  your  letter  from  Fort  Erie,  I  asked  General  Chapin  to  let  me 
see  that  from  Grand  River.  It  is  dated  September  2d.  1794,  and  now  lies  before 
me.  I  have  read  it,  but  do  not  possess  sagacity  enough  to  discover  the  smallest 
connection  between  that  and  my  speech  sent  to  the  Chiefs  at  Buffaloe  Creek.  I 
do  not  even  recollect  that  I  had  seen  your  letter  from  Grand  River,  previous  to  my 
delivering  to  the  runners  the  speech  in  question,  both  they  and  I  arrived  at  Can¬ 
adarqui  the  same  day. 

Of  a  designed  misinterpretation  of  the  language  or  actions  of  any  man,  I  am 
incapable  for  an  erroneous  construction,  through  ignorance  or  inadvertence,  I  shall 
never  refuse  an  apology,  and  to  a  man  of  sense,  who  can  see,  and  judge  for  himself, 
I  wish  to  stand  completely  justified,  I  therefore  send  you  enclosed  the  speech  re¬ 
ferred  too  and  the  immediate  answer  of  the  Runners. 

I  expect  you  will  receive  this  by  Mr.  Johnston  who,  is  instantly  to  return, 
the  cause  of  it  he  will  doubtless  report  in  a  formidable  style. 

If  he  could  possibly  recollect,  and  truly  report  all  that  I  said  upon  the  intrusion 
of  a  British  Spy,  into  the  Councils  of  the  United  States,  I  should  not  be  displeased. 
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It  was  a  long  extempore  speech  shewing  to  the  Chiefs  the  reasons  why  I  could  not 
consent  to  admit  a  British  Agent  at  this  Council  fire.  In  doing  this  I  was  obliged 
to  go  back  to  the  treaty  of  Peace,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  give  a  detail 
of  British  perfidy,  and  British  insolence,  and  of  the  insulting  duplicity  practiced 
toward  the  American  Commissioners  last  year  in  Canada; — If,  before  this  treaty 
closes  I  should  have  time  to  recollect  &  commit  the  speech  to  writing,  I  will  send 
it  to  you. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  Servant. 

Timothy  Pickering. 

Capt.  Jos.  Brant. 

Endorsed: — Letter  from  Col.  Pickering  to  Jos.  Brant,  dated  Canadarqui  20th 
Oct.  1794. 


FIELD  RETURN  OF  A  DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA  FROM  THE 
HOME  DISTRICT,  20TH  OCTOBER,  1794.  NEWARK. 

One  Major,  three  Captains,  three  Lieutenants,  three  Ensigns,  nine  Sergeants, 
nine  Corporals,  three  Drummers,  one  hundred  and  eighty  nine  Privates. 

Officers:  Major  Ralfe  Clench,  Captains  Joseph  Clement,  Robert  Nellis  and 
Johnson  Butler,  Lieutenants  John  Young,  George  Ball  and  George  Lawe,  Ensigns 
Abraham  Nellis,  William  Lotteridge  and  John  Smith,  Surgeon  John  Macaulay. 

Abstract  of  pay  for  the  above  detachment  embodied  on  August  31st  and  dis¬ 
embodied  on  October  20th,  £480  Stg. 


OBSERVATIONS  BY  JOHN  McGILL. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Your  Excellency  the  following  observations  which 
I  conceive  if  it  should  be  found  expedient  for  Government  to  adopt  would  promote 
His  Majesty’s  service,  and  at  the  same  time  operate  materially  in  favor  of  this 
infant  Colony,  should  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  be  inclined  to  attend  to  the  prayer 
of  the  Honorable  House  of  Assembly’s  Petition. 

The  first  thing  which  I  conceive  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  King’s  service 
and  the  most  beneficial  to  the  Colony  would  be  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  under 
the  direction  of  whom  all  supplies  wanted  for  the  King’s  service  should  be  purchased 
in  a  fair,  open  and  impartial  manner  on  the  best  possible  terms  for  which  they  can 
be  obtained,  taking  especial  care  at  al1  times  that  the  articles  wanted  are  purchased 
at  the  first  market  and  at  the  lowest  price,  paying  for  every  kind  of  produce,  the 
small  quantities  in  specie  and  the  large,  if  necessary,  in  bills.  This  circumstance 
would  operate  much  in  favor  of  Government  by  reducing  the  expence  of  the  supplies 
at  least  15  or  20  per  cent  below  what  the  same  produce  can  be  purchased  for  by 
making  payment  in  Merchants’  Bons  or  Notes,  and  would  be  much  more  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  settlers,  as  stated  in  the  Report  I  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  Your 
Excellency  of  the  8th  of  January  last.1 

But  in  order  to  make  it  sufficiently  diffusive  and  beneficial  to  the  settlers  and 


1  1793.  See  Vol.  I,  p.  272. 
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at  the  same  time  advantageous  to  Government  by  reducing  the  price  of  provisions 
it  might  be  expedient  that  in  lieu  of  receiving  less  than  ten  barrels  from  any  one, 
as  stated  in  my  report  to  Your  Excellency  of  the  8th  January,  It  would  tend  much 
more  to  the  speedy  settlement  and  improvement  of  this  Colony  to  receive  flour 
into  the  King’s  Store  by  the  single  barrel  or  even  in  small  quantities  in  bags  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  poorer  class  of  settlers,  as  has  been  the  practice  for  these 
five  years  past  at  Detroit,  for  which  Stores  at  each  receiving  Post  may  be  fitted  up 
sufficiently  tight  for  its  reception  without  much  expence,  either  by  lining  the  inside 
wall  with  seasoned  boards  or  by  lath  and  plaster  so  as  to  secure  the  flour  from 
insects  or  other  damage. 

Thus  by  receiving  flour  by  the  barrel  or  smaller  quantity  in  bags  and  paying 
for  the  same  in  specie  or  bills,  it  would  be  the  means  of  enabling  those  settlers, 
who  perhaps  cannot  spare  more  than  one  hundred  weight  after  reserving  sufficient 
for  the  consumption  of  their  own  families  this  season,  to  deliver  several  barrels 
next  year  into  the  King’s  Stores,  which  would  tend  greatly  towards  reducing  the 
price  of  this  article  from  the  many  settlers  who  are  at  present  in  this  situation. 

It  may  be  expedient  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transport  of  flour  from  one  Post 
to  another,  and  to  prevent  any  additional  expence  to  Government  by  delivering  a 
larger  quantity  into  store  in  bulk  than  what  may  be  wanted  for  the  consumption  of 
that  particular  Post,  to  make  a  difference  in  the  price  between  that  delivered  in 
barrels  and  that  in  bags,  equivalent  to  the  expence  of  casks  should  it  be  found  for 
the  good  of  the  King’s  service  to  have  the  whole  or  any  part  of  that  removed. 
Particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  this  circumstance  at  Kingston,  this  being 
the  Post  from  whence  all  resources  must  be  drawn  to  supply  whatever  deficiencies 
may  happen  at  any  of  the  other  Posts,  and  the  difference  of  price  being  made  public 
it  would  entirely  rest  with  the  proprietors  of  flour,  (should  the  quantity  so  de¬ 
livered  amount  to  a  barrel),  which  of  the  prices  they  preferred. 

Should  Government  find  it  expedient  to  appoint  one  general  Agent  for  the 
superintendency  and  direction  of  the  purchase  of  all  supplies  wanted  for  His 
Majesty’s  service  which  this  Colony  can  supply,  it  would  in  that  case  be  necessary 
to  invest  him  with  such  powers  as  would  enable  him  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  for  the  time  being  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
different  stores,  and  to  make  such  regulations  from  time  to  time  for  the  purchase 
and  preserving  of  provisions  when  in  store  as  may  be  found  most  conducive  for 
the  good  of  the  King’s  service  and  encouragement  of  this  Colony,  but  for  this 
important  trust,  a  person  concerned  or  connected  in  trade  ought  not  to  be  made 
choice  of,  for  should  a  man  in  trade  be  appointed  self-interest  will  so  far  pre¬ 
dominate  with  him  as  to  his  giving  a  decided  preference  to  the  produce  of  those 
persons,  indebted  to  or  who  may  accept  of  goods  in  payment,  even  should  their 
produce  be  of  an  inferior  quality.  By  once  acting  partially  and  not  adhering 
strictly  to  those  principles  of  economy  so  necessary  for  the  King’s  service,  and  most 
beneficial  for  the  improvement  of  the  Colony,  there  is  no  telling  how  far  it  may  be 
carried  to  the  prejudice  of  both  should  a  merchant  trader  or  miller  be  appointed. 

Pork  being  an  article  of  very  great  expence  to  Government  in  point  of  trans¬ 
port  from  Montreal  to  Kingston  in  batteaux,  and  from  thence  to  the  Upper  Posts 
through  various  channels,  this  expence  may  in  a  very  few  years  be  saved  to  Govern¬ 
ment  by  procuring  a  sufficient  supply  of  this  article  in  the  Province,  there  not  being 
the  smallest  doubt  but  what  any  quantity  of  Pork  may  be  obtained  from  the  great 
influx  of  settlers  and  the  rapid  increase  of  hogs  which  this  country  seems  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  breeding  of,  and  when  once  the  prospect  of  a  market  presents  itself 
the  greatest  attention  will  then  be  paid  to  the  raising  of  hogs. 
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The  great  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  the  raising  of  peas  this  season  through¬ 
out  the  Province  will  insure  an  abundant  supply,  and  if  purchased  for  Government 
at  the  market  price,  the  saving  would  be  considerable. 

I  had  the  honor  to  submit  and  state  to  Your  Excellency  in  my  report  of  the 
8th  of  January  last  the  prices  at  which  the  supplies  of  flour  might  have  been 
procured  for  Government,  likewise  the  resources  of  this  Province  in  that  article. 

J.  McGill. 

(Undated). 

Endorsed: — No.  5.  Mr.  Commissary  McGill.  Suggestions  and  observations  on 
flour  and  Pork. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  ROSE. 

Navy  Hall,  21st  October,  1794. 
Sir: 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  for  the 
perusal  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  substance  of  a  conversation 
which  Mr.  McGill  lately  held  at  Quebec  with  Mr.  Craigie,  Commissary  General. 

It  will  appear  that  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester,  seems  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  for  purchases  for  the  Army  Supplies  in 
the  Province  should  totally  rest  with  His  Lordship,  considering  such  an  appointment 
as  purely  Military  in  the  light,  I  presume,  of  a  Commissary  and  not  a  Contractor, 
at  least  such  seems  to  me  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  Commissary  General’s 
conversation. 

The  reasons  which  I  have  offered  to  their  Lordships’  consideration  for  the 
appointment  of  an  Agent  for  Purchases,  totally  distinct  from  the  Person  of  a 
Contractor,  embrace  a  wider  field  than  the  narrow  limits  of  a  wretched  Military 
Policy  by  which,  as  I  apprehend,  this  great  Country  is  not  meant  to  be  governed, 
and  which,  I  am  sure,  should  such  be  the  attempt,  would  be  in  all  respects  unsuccess¬ 
ful. 

The  Petition  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  elucidatory  Papers  on  which  their 
Lordships  grounded  the  directions  given  by  you  to  me,  Sir,  in  your  letter  of  the  2nd 
of  April,  need  no  further  comment  or  support.  If  the  system  is  to  be  upheld,  and 
Mr.  McGill  should  not  be  approved  of,  to  carry  it  into  execution,  I  trust  their 
Lordships  will  themselves  appoint  some  Honourable  and  loyal  Person  to  that 
Service,  The  principles  laid  down  in  Mr.  McGill’s  proposals  are  too  plain  to  need 
any  illustration  or  to  be  liable  to  any  mistake. 

The  great  means  of  facilitating  the  Capacity  of  this  Province  to  support  and 
shortly  to  supply,  if  necessary,  all  the  American  and  West  Indian  Garrisons,  is  the 
erection  of  competent  Magazines  to  prevent  at  the  outset  the  combinations  of 
Merchants;  I  should  suppose  such  an  arrangement  would  also  be  necessary  in  a 
Military  View;  at  the  present  instant,  the  late  momentary  Assembly  of  a  very  few 
Troops  at  the  Miamis  and  the  addition  of  the  Militia,  on  General  Wayne’s  ir¬ 
ruption,  added  to  the  great  influx  of  Indians,  occasioned  the  Officer  commanding 
at  Detroit  to  state  to  me  his  serious  apprehensions  of  not  being  able  to  victual  those 
who  are  authorized  to  claim  Rations.  Under  this  impression  and  knowing  the 
very  uncertain  Navigation  of  the  Seas  and  Lakes,  I  have  given  my  Sanction  to  a 
Contract  for  live  stock,  whose  cost  will  not  be  of  greater  price  to  Government  than 
what  the  Ration  bears  at  Detroit  estimated  by  the  Commissary  General. 
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This  live  stock  is  driven  into  the  Province  from  the  United  States  and  is  paid 
for  either  by  furs  smuggled  from  it  or  cash.  It  is  obvious  therefore  how  much  the 
Province  and  the  Empire  at  large  must  be  benefited  if  such  a  traffic  in  the  infancy 
of  the  Province  be  solely  obtained  by  silver  becoming  the  medium  of  payments  to 
the  farmers  for  their  provisions  nor  does  even  this  silver  remain  in  the  States,  much 
of  it  at  present  reverts  to  Lower  Canada  for  Horses  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
all  Species  of  British  Goods  may  be  sold  cheaper  in  this  Province  to  the  circumjacent 
Settlers  than  can  possibly  be  obtained  from  the  Atlantic  Ports.  In  this  view  there¬ 
fore  it  is  necessary  to  break  through  the  monopoly  which  the  merchants  at  present 
exercise  over  the  produce  of  the  Country;  if  it  was  solely  to  enable  the  Farmer  to 
purchase  his  own  goods  at  Montreal,  and  consequently  to  reduce  the  price  of 
freightage  between  Kingston  and  Montreal,  on  which  passage  the  mercantile 
monopoly  has  hitherto  imposed  the  greater  part  of  its  profits. 

It  cannot  but  be  obvious  to  their  Lordships  that  some  directions  must  be  given 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester  that  the  Commissaries  at  the  several 
Posts  must  receive  and  issue  such  provisions  as  shall  be  purchased  by  the  Agent, 
that  the  King’s  storehouses  at  the  several  Posts  shall  be  open  to  them,  and  a  general 
principle  being  established  that  the  King’s  Service  be  not  impeded  or  counteracted 
in  its  execution. 

I  have  only  now  to  observe  on  the  affected  Belief,  for  I  can  term  it  no  other,  that 
your  letter,  Sir,  was  sent  to  me  by  mistake.  It  can  only  originate  in  an  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  admit  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  to  be  independent  in  any  of  its  re¬ 
lations  of  that  of  Lower  Canada.  On  my  own  part,  I  am  totally  indifferent,  where 
the  Public  Interest  is  not  betrayed,  by  what  means  it  is  carried  on;  but  most  as¬ 
suredly  I  would  never  have  undertaken  to  execute  the  King’s  Service  in  this  Country 
as  a  Military  officer  had  I  not  expressly  conceived  that  I  was  to  be  considered  upon 
the  same  footing  as  the  officer  Chief  in  Command  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia 
or  New  Brunswick. 

I  shall  wait  with  great  anxiety  until  I  hear  from  you,  Sir,  the  results  of  their 
Lordships’  determination,  and  I  shall  hope  to  be  favored  with  them  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Houses. 

The  opinions  of  the  Commissary  General  I  consider  as  Lord  Dorchester’s,  and 
the  Contract  of  Mr.  Davison,  I  presume  renders  it  improper  for  me  to  take  any 
steps  for  the  execution  of  those  duties  which  were  directed  by  your  letter  of  the 
2nd  of  April. 

It  appears  to  me  at  this  distance  that  the  Contract  entered  into  by  the  Victu¬ 
alling  Office  with  Mr.  Davison,  may  be  in  consequence  of  some  general  regulation 
by  which  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  thought  it  proper  to  consolidate  the 
victualling  of  the  Army  and  Navy  under  one  office.  If  my  conjecture  be  right  and 
that  the  instructions,  Sir,  which  I  received  from  you  in  the  multiplicity  of  your 
business,  have  not  been  recalled,  I  am  still  to  hope  that  the  regulations  respecting 
Upper  Canada  may  be  found  a  proper  exception  to  a  general  principle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

George  Rose,  Esq.  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Treasury  Chambers. 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  RALFE  CLENCH. 

Navy  Hall,  Upper  Canada,  Octr.  20,  1794. 
Sir: 

His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he 
has  thought  proper  to  disembody  the  detachment  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  under 
your  command.  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  arms,  accoutrements  and  kettles 
to  be  returned  into  the  King’s  store  at  Niagara,  and  you  will  direct  at  the  same 
time  the  Batteaux  and  2  field  pieces  in  your  charge  to  be  delivered  to  such  persons 
as  Major  Smith,  commanding  at  Niagara  shall  appoint  to  receive  and  convey  them 
to  the  Fort. 

I  am  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Ralph  Clench,  Esqr., 

Major  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  M.  LE  DRU. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Octr.  22.  1794. 


As  it  is  impracticable  for  you  to  leave  this  Province  by  the  route  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester  has  directed,  it  is  His  Excy.  the  Lieut.  Governor’s  orders  that  you  should 
proceed  into  the  United  States  by  Oswego,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  which  purpose 
I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  a  boat  belonging  to  one  Farrill  will  go  from  hence  on 
Saturday  next  to  Oswego.  At  all  events,  I  am  commanded  to  desire  that  you  will 
quit  this  Province  without  delay  and  upon  no  consideration  to  return  into  it  or 
into  any  of  His  Majesty’s  possessions. 

The  Commissary  at  Niagara  is  directed  to  issue  to  you  nine  days’  rations  of 
provisions. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


A  Monsr.  Le  Dru.  Pretre  Missionaire. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  BRANT 
TO  JOSEPH  CHEW  SECRETARY  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
DATED  NIAGARA  22ND  OCTOBER,  1794. 

“I  yesterday  received  your  Letter  with  the  Articles  you  were  so  good  as  to 
send  me — and  esteem  myself  greatly  indebted  to  His  Lordship  and  am  thankful 
for  his  goodness  in  allowing  them  particularly  at  a  time  when  I  was  so  much  in 
want  of  such  articles. 

“I  am  just  returned  from  the  Miamis  &  Detroit  and  am  very  sorry  to  say  the  In¬ 
dians  in  that,  quarter  are  in  much  Confusion — owing  to  their  late  bad  Success  and 
in  bad  Temper  by  not  receiving  any  assistance  from  the  English. 

“I  really  believe  if  I  had  not  gone  up  most  of  them  would  have  dispersed  and 
went  to  the  Mississippi,  but  I  trust  they  will  take  my  advice  and  Remain  untill  the 
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Spring  when  there  is  to  be  a  great  Council  of  all  the  Indian  Nations  to  come  to  some 
determination — in  a  few  days  I  shall  have  more  time  to  write  you  as  I  am  now  going 
to  meet  the  Buffaloe  Creek  Indians  on  their  return  from  Canadarqui  where  they 
have  been  meeting  the  Americans.  I  am  sorry  to  find  everything  in  a  discour¬ 
aging  situation  there’s  no  prospect  of  the  Party  that  have  been  with  me  getting 
cloathing.” 

a  true  Extract. 

Joseph  Chew,  S.I.A. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  1.  Navy  Hall,  Upper  Canada,  October  23d.  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

I  am  to  do  myself  the  Honour  of  acknowledging  your  circular  Letter  of  the 
11th  of  July,  1794,  in  which  you  notify  that  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honor 
your  Grace  with  the  Seals  of  the  Home  Department  &  that  in  future  It  is  His 
Majesty’s  Pleasure  that  I  should  direct  my  dispatches  to  you. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace  of  my  most  punctual  &  unremitting  Atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Execution  of  any  duties  which  his  Majesty’s  Service  shall  require  you 
to  communicate  to  me. 

Under  the  particular  Circumstances  of  the  recent  Constitution  of  Upper 
Canada  into  a  Province  of  the  British  Empire,  I  hope  that  Your  Grace  will  pardon 
in  me  a  more  diffusive  mode  of  Correspondence  than  would  be  necessary  or  suit¬ 
able  to  the  Administration  of  an  older  Government,  &  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
impute  such  enquiry  to  no  personal  motives  but  to  the  anxiety  I  feel  not  to  be 
mistaken  in  the  carrying  into  action  those  opinions  with  which  I  am  deeply  im¬ 
pressed  that  this  Colony,  if  duly  supported,  may  essentially  contribute  to  the 
Strength  &  prosperity  of  the  British  Empire  &  to  the  Glory  &  Power  of  his  Majesty 
&  his  remotest  Descendants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  profound  Respect,  my  Lord  Duke,  Your 
Grace’s  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  one  of  his  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  Whitehall,  London. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  23d  Octr.  179J+.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  28th  Deer. 
No.  1.  Ansd. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  2.  Navy  Hall,  23d  October,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

The  Discussion  between  his  Majesty  &  the  United  States  in  which  this  Prov¬ 
ince  is  materially  involved,  leading  to  a  termination,  I  am  anxious  that  your  Grace 
should  be  in  possession  of  my  opinions  upon  this  important  subject,  confirming  by 
local  observations  the  system  which  previously  to  my  leaving  England  I  did  my¬ 
self  the  honor  of  submitting  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers. 
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I  have  never,  since  the  Union  of  Kentucky  &  Vermont  with  the  United  States, 
considered  the  Barrier  Forts  but  as  temporary  Possessions,  &  scarcely  of  any  Milit¬ 
ary  consequence,  Lord  Dorchester’s  recent  occupation  of  the  Post  at  the  Miamis 
establishes  this  Opinion  in  respect  to  Detroit. 

My  Ideas  on  this  Subject  are  more  particularly  communicated  by  various  dis¬ 
patches  to  Mr.  Dundas,  now  in  your  Grace’s  Office,  the  object  of  this  Letter  is 
merely  to  convey  to  your  Grace  a  Summary  of  those  Opinions,  &  by  the  Map  which 
accompanies  it  in  such  a  manner  as  in  the  least  degree  to  trespass  on  your  Grace’s 
most  important  avocations. 

My  General  Ideas,  in  administering  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada  are  to 
form  the  condensation  of  a  numerous  agricultural  people  between  the  three  Lakes, 
Huron,  Erie  &  Ontario,  to  facilitate  this  purpose  I  wished  to  occupy  an  internal 
Capital  in  the  spot  designated  “London,”  by  military  roads  communicating  with 
the  important  military  Post  of  York  on  Lake  Ontario,  Turkey  point  near  Long 
Point  on  Lake  Erie,  &  by  the  River  with  Chatham  on  the  River  Thames.— These 
places  if  they  should  become  military  &  naval  Arsenals,  must  be  Towns  of  con¬ 
siderable  consequence. 

At  the  present  moment  should  the  Posts  be  evacuated  these  are  the  Positions 
to  which  the  Troops  &  Shipping  may  be  withdrawn. 

A  Town  laid  out  on  the  King’s  side  of  the  Strait  of  Niagara  opposite  the  Fort, 
which  consisted  on  my  arrival  of  only  one  or  two  houses,  by  the  temporary  residence 
of  the  Government,  now  contains  upwards  of  fifty  and  is  rapidly  encreasing.  I 
therefore  should  hope  that  the  most  beneficial  effects  will  be  produced  whenever 
the  Troops  shall  be  withdrawn  into  the  King’s  Dominions  by  the  increase  of  Towns, 
the  want  of  which  occasions  the  barbarous  manners  &  roving  tendency  of  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  United  States. 

The  occupation  of  this  commanding  Country  would  also  furnish  the  most 
effectual  means  of  offence  and  Defence,  &  for  this  purpose  I  have,  requested  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  Four  &  Twenty  Brass  Guns  for  Boats  which  in  pursuance  of 
a  late  Act  are  to  be  manned  by  the  Militia  of  the  Province,  these  boats  are  to 
be  swift,  of  the  lightest  Construction  &  draught  of  Water,  six  I  have  directed  to  be 
built  at  Chatham,  together  with  a  storehouse  in  the  manner  of  a  Blockhouse,  I 
purpose  to  add  six  more  for  the  Defence  of  Lake  Erie,  the  other  twelve  for  Lake 
Ontario,  these  whale  boats  may  be  easily  carried  from  River  to  River  &  Lake  to 
Lake,  &  in  case  of  necessity  may  be  employed  from  Quebec  to  New  Orleans;  I 
propose  that  they  shall  be  laid  up  with  their  Equipments  in  Storehouses,  where  I 
am  assured  they  may  be  preserved  with  proper  precautions  for  thirty  years. 

In  establishing  this  Provincial  Armament  your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  observe 
that  I  not  only  advert  to  the  Genius  of  the  Inhabitants  &  of  the  Country,  &  my  aim 
to  lead  it  to  consider  the  naval  Empire  of  the  Lakes ,  &  its  consequent  Commerce 
as  the  true  object  of  the  Establishment  of  this  Colony  &  its  best  Policy,  but  that 
I  advert  to  the  immense  advantages  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  case 
of  hostilities  would  find  in  the  number  of  their  workmen  should  a  naval  armament 
not  already  be  prepared  to  counteract  such  a  resource,  but  my  object  in  a  still  more 
especial  manner  is  to  observe  to  your  Grace  the  very  critical  situation  in  which  the 
state  of  Indian  Affairs  will  place  this  Country  should  any  circumstances  abruptly 
occasion  our  withdrawing  from  the  Posts  &  to  provide  against  its  immediate  or 
more  remote  Consequences;  It  appears  to  be  certain  that  the  United  States  & 
Canadians  at  Detroit,  as  their  Instruments,  will  unite  to  alienate  the  Indians  from 
the  King’s  Government  &  to  involve  this  Province  in  a  War— to  prevent  such  a 
Calamity  the  Power  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as  her  Beneficence  must  be  visible 
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to  the  Indians,  I  contemplate  the  proposed  Marine  therefore  &  the  stations  on  the 
River  Thames,  as  the  best  &  most  ostensible  Instruments  of  her  Power,  as  by 
such  means  a  ready  access  will  be  procured  to  their  Hunting  Grounds  &  Villages, 
in  Case  of  Necessity;  in  respect  to  the  King’s  Beneficence  it  will  be  distributed 
with  the  best  effect  at  the  Capital  where  the  great  Council  House  of  all  the  Indian 
Nations  should  be  erected  immediately  on  the  establishment  of  the  seat  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  under  existing  circumstances  I  have  directed  Colonel  McKee  to  offer  to  the 
Western  Indians  an  Asylum,  should  it  be  necessary,  upon  the  King’s  lands  laying 
on  the  River  Chanail  Ecartie  to  the  northward  of  the  River  Thames  &  have  pro¬ 
mised  O’Beal  a  settlement  to  the  westward  of  Long  Point  for  himself  &  the  Senecas 
of  the  Allegany,  in  admitting  these  Indians  into  the  King’s  Territories,  I  have 
considered  it  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  their  being  turned  against  us,  &  as 
giving  some  support  to  the  principles  upon  which  I  wish  the  Country  to  be  settled, 
by  restricting  &  condensing  the  Inhabitants  &  adding  thereby  to  their  force  & 
to  the  influence  of  those  morals  &  principles  which  I  hope  they  will  one  day  derive 
from  a  well  regulated  system  of  Education  &  the  proper  means  of  religious  instruc¬ 
tion — The  Chippewa  Indians,  consisting  of  many  numerous  &  wandering  tribes, 
have  discovered  some  Jealousy  of  the  settlements  of  the  Six  Nations,  &  through  the 
Canadians  an  Alienation  from  the  King’s  Government.  I  have  therefore  desired 
Colonel  McKee  to  meet  me  in  the  Spring  at  London  to  purchase  from  those  Nations 
the  tract  of  land  which  is  marked  in  the  Plan  as  necessary  for  the  proposed  seat  of 
Government  &  the  continuation  of  the  road  to  it.  I  shall  take  that  opportunity 
of  reconciling  them  to  whatever  may  be  to  the  King’s  Interest  &  the  exigency  of 
Affairs  may  require.  It  is  my  duty  to  observe  that  Mr.  Dundas  in  his  letter  to 
Lord  Dorchester  having  approved  of  the  mode  I  have  always  proposed  for  the 
internal  strengthening  of  Upper  Canada,  by  no  means  in  my  opinion  will  tend  to 
promote  that  most  necessary  Measure,  for  tho’  it  is  most  obvious  by  the  Establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Post  with  Cannon  at  the  Miamis  from  the  Garrison  of  Detroit  on  the 
remotest  appearance  of  Hostility,  that  a  similar  Detachment  from  that  Garrison 
might  assuredly  be  spared  in  the  time  of  perfect  Tranquility  for  the  temporary 
protection  of  fortresses  within  His  Majesty’s  Dominion,  yet  I  fear  the  principles 
and  system,  most  certainly  the  Actions  of  Lord  Dorchester  leave  no  hope  that  he 
will  comply  with  my  alteration  in  the  present  arrangement.  I  am  induced  to  this 
belief  by  His  Lordship’s  latest  Communications  to  me  in  which  he  still  intimates 
his  ideas  of  withdrawing  some  Troops  from  this  Province  &  his  Orders  that  all 
Recruits  raised  within  it  for  the  new  Canadian  Regiments  shall  be  assembled  at 
Montreal. 

In  this  Predicament  I  hope  &  anxiously  expect  that  the  Queen’s  Rangers, 
who  are  at  this  moment  completed,  may  be  augmented  agreeably  to  my  application 
to  Mr.  Dundas,  the  21st  of  June  (part  of  the  Levies  might  be  formed  into  Arti¬ 
ficers  to  supply  the  very  severe  disappointment  I  met  with  in  not  obtaining  one  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  Companys),  in  such  a  case  I  should  hope  that  his  Lordship 
would  not  interfere  in  the  arrangements,  tho’  he  has  specifically  informed  me  that 
none  such  can  take  place  without  his  permission ;  &  on  other  occasions  that  he  does 
not  think  it  proper  to  occupy  any  new  Stations. 

It  will  be  for  your  Grace  &  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  direct  what  alterations 
may  be  seasonable  under  existing  circumstances.  It  is  only  for  me  to  lament  that 
the  three  years  which  I  have  spent  in  this  Country  comparatively  without  pro¬ 
moting  the  King’s  Service,  &  in  extreme  inactivity,  to  what  might  have  been,  are 
now  to  be  added  to  that  series  of  unsystematic  Measures  of  apparent  (Economy  & 
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real  profusion  which  have  misled  the  unobserving  to  suppose  that  Canada  wTill 
never  be  other  than  a  Burthen  to  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  My  Lord  Duke,  with  the  utmost  Respect, 

Your  Grace’s  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

To  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland  one  of  his  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 

Endorsed: — Navy  Hall,  23d.  Octr.  1794 ■  R-  %8th  Deer.  No.  2.  Ansd.  ( One 
Inclosure)  Voluminous. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  3.  Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  October  24th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke : 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  acknowledge  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  received  the  dis¬ 
patches  of  Mr.  Dundas,  No.  3  &  6  together  with  their  Enclosures. 

I  am  to  observe  on  the  first  of  these  that  my  Duty  to  the  King’s  Interest  will 
make  me  particularly  happy  should  any  circumstances  induce  Lord  Dorchester 
to  enable  me  to  occupy  York  and  Long  Point,  as  places  of  Strength. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  all  the  Indian  Affairs  of  this  Province  might,  in 
every  consideration  to  be  subject  to  its  Government,  under  the  Controul,  if  it  be 
necessary,  of  the  Officer  commanding  in  Chief,  but  of  this  necessity  the  Experience 
I  have  obtained  renders  me  very  doubtful. 

In  respect  to  No.  6.  I  cannot  but  express  the  Happiness  I  feel  that  my  Conduct 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Wayne’s  threats  of  approaching  Detroit  has  met  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  Mr.  Dundas.  It  was  wfith  great  pleasure  that  I  received  in  the  dispatch, 
the  Communication  of  the  Answer  of  Mr.  Dundas  to  Lord  Dorchester’s  suggestions 
dated  17th  July,  1793 — at  the  same  moment  that  I  received  this  dispatch  on  my 
return  from  Detroit,  I  have  met  with  one  from  Lord  Dorchester  enclosing  Mr. 
Dundas’s  Answer  to  his  suggestions  as  my  rule  of  Conduct. 

I  should  not  be  just  to  myself  did  I  not  observe  to  your  Grace  that  if  Lord 
Dorchester  had  done  me  the  favor  of  communicating  Mr.  Dundas’s  Letter  on  his 
arrival  at  Quebec,  it  wrould  have  saved  me  much  unavoidable  anxiety,  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  possibility  of  a  doubtful  construction  being  placed  upon  his  own  Orders; 
and  at  the  same  time,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  not  have  been  derogatory  in  him  to  that 
respect  which  his  Lordship’s  Commission  entitles  him  to,  and  which  in  a  certain 
degree,  is  due  to  those  which  I  am  honoured  by  His  Majesty. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Grace’s  dispatch  of  the 
15th  of  July  with  its  inclosures,  the  duplicate  of  your  Letter  to  Lord  Dorchester, 
and  a  Copy  of  Lord  Grenville’s  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

His  Dispatch  was  transmitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Hammond  and  I  met  it  upon 
my  return  from  Detroit  on  the  19th  of  October. 

I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  receiving  from  Lord  Dorchester  the  Orders  He 
may  think  proper  to  transmit  upon  the  receipt  of  your  Grace’s  Letter  and  have 
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already  discontinued  all  preparations  made  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  late 
Aggressions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect, 

My  Lord  Duke,  your  Grace’s  most  Obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland  one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretarys  of 
State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  24th  Odr.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  28th  Deer. 
No.  3.  Ansd. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  4.  .  Navy  Hall,  24th  October,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

I  think  it  proper  to  observe  to  your  Grace  that  in  the  Copy  of  General  Knox’s 
Instructions  to  General  Sinclair,  which  was  transmitted  without  doubt  by  Major 
General  Clarke  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers,  It  evidently  appears  that  He  considered 
the  Establishment  of  a  Post,  (the  main  object  of  the  Expedition),  at  the  Miamis 
Towns  would  be  a  matter  of  Jealousy  to  the  British  Officers  &  therefore  He  re¬ 
commends  to  Sinclair  at  a  proper  Season  to  send  such  a  Message  as  might  remove  it. 

The  Occupation  of  a  Post  at  the  Glaize,  now  called  by  Mr.  Wayne  Fort  De¬ 
fiance,  &  at  the  least  fifty  miles  nearer  to  our  Possessions,  &  not  more  than  that 
distance  from  Colonel  McKee’s  House  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  burnt  by  the  Army 
of  Mr.  Wayne  in  his  late  Incursion,  appears  to  be  an  Encroachment,  which  ought 
to  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  that  of  the  British  Fort  at  the  Miamis. 

Should  Lord  Dorchester  consider  the  matter,  in  this  Spirit,  or  rather  from  the 
terms  of  Lord  Grenville’s  Letter  “continue  to  hold  what  is  now  in  his  Majesty’s 
Possession,”  It  appears  to  me  that  such  a  conduct  will  eminently  tend  to  con¬ 
ciliate  the  Indian  Nations  to  the  King’s  Interest,  in  their  present  very  difficult 
situation. 

Should  a  contrary  opinion  on  the  perusal  of  your  Grace’s  dispatch  of  the  15th 
of  July,  1794,  govern  his  Lordship  &  the  Post  at  the  Miamis  be  withdrawn  (which 
will  be  almost  impracticable  this  Winter),  the  result  will  be  that  the  Indian  Nations 
will  no  longer  place  any  confidence  in  the  measures  or  words  of  his  Majesty’s 
Officers,  but  follow  such  Advice  as  the  Machinations  of  the  United  States  &  their 
ready  Instruments,  the  Canadians,  may  be  inclined  to  instill  into  their  minds. 

It  is  not  improper  that  I  should  remark  to  your  Grace,  that  among  other 
apprehensions  which  I  had  to  do  away  from  the  mind  of  one  of  the  most  respectable 
Chiefs  at  the  late  Council  He  mentioned  that  He  was  told  by  a  Canadian  that  “the 
King’s  Fort  at  the  Miamis  was  established  with  the  Express  intention  of  being 
given  up  to  the  United  States,  the  English  &  Americans  being  in  compact  to  drive 
the  Indians  from  their  Territory.” 

Under  such  Circumstances  should  I  not  receive  his  Lordship’s  positive  direc¬ 
tions  which  possibly  may  happen,  I  shall  certainly  feel  myself  justified  in  maintaining 
this  Post  until  further  Orders,  at  the  same  time  communicating  to  Mr.  Hammond 
the  purport  of  this  Letter,  as  there  is  no  practicable  mode  of  notifying  my  Inten¬ 
tions  to  General  Wayne  or  his  Officers,  &  informing  that  Gentleman  that  the  Troops 
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that  had  been  sent  to  reinforce  the  District  of  Detroit  are  recalled  from  that  Quarter 
that  no  umbrage  may  be  given  to  the  United  States  &  in  full  confidence  that  on 
the  part  of  General  Wayne  no  further  inroad  will  be  made  into  the  Country  in  the 
possession  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects,  to  which  I  shall  add  that  the  Militia  who  were 
called  out  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Troops  have  been  already  dismissed  &  the 
further  draughting  of  them  discontinued. 

I  enclose  to  your  Grace  an  accurate  account  of  the  distances  from  whence  the 
United  States  are  obliged  to  draw  their  Supplys  for  the  maintenance  of  the  War; 
The  Expence  of  it  in  every  respect  is  onerous;  it  may  be  deemed  impracticable; 
&  should  an  hostile  spirit  in  the  States  have  unhappily  prevailed  over  all  other 
considerations,  I  have  but  little  doubt,  but  that  in  the  month  of  January,  as  I 
had  proposed,  I  should  have  destroyed  most  of  the  Forts  which  they  now  possess 
&  which  would  have  given  such  a  Spirit  &  ascendancy  to  the  Indian  Confederacy 
as  to  have  rendered  this  Province  secure  from  any  invasion  which  might  have  been 
meditated  from  the  Banks  of  the  Ohio. 

I  take  this  Opportunity  of  informing  your  Grace  that  some  property  of  his 
Majesty’s  Subjects,  McCormack  &  Naggs,  many  years  settlers  at  the  Foot  of 
the  Rapids,  having  been  destroyed,  I  have  taken  measures  for  its  ascertainment  & 
immediate  payment.  I  have  also  directed  the  Traders  to  ascertain  their  losses 
in  the  progress  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  Army  &  I  shall  transmit  their  Claims  to  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond. 

I  beg  to  observe  to  your  Grace  that  at  this  instant  Lord  Dorchester  has  no 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  having  established  a  Post  at  Fort  Defiance. 

I  must  represent  to  your  Grace  that  so  suspicious  are  the  Indian  Nations  of 
Collusion  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  certainly  increased  by 
General  Wayne’s  Message  that  on  our  part  “there  is  neither  power  or  Inclination 
to  assist  them,”  &  by  the  circumstances  of  his  insulting  Conduct  &  Major  Campbell’s 
forbearance,  that  I  cannot  answer  for  the  safety  of  the  British  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province  from  an  Indian  Warfare,  should  the  Post  at  the  Miamis  be  withdrawn  and 
that  at  Fort  Defiance  remain. 

It  will  also  be  justice  &  obvious  Policy  to  ruin  as  far  as  may  be  possible  the 
Fort  at  the  Miamis. 

I  do  not  believe  that  Wayne  would  have  at  this  moment  penetrated  to  the 
Glaize  had  it  not  been  for  the  Establishment  of  this  Fort,  but  having  been  deceived 
in  its  strength  &  in  consequence  hazarded  his  Army  from  the  very  Expedition,  He 
has  acquired  such  a  knowledge  of  the  Country,  as  will  enable  him  without  much 
risk  hereafter  to  occupy  the  King’s  Post,  which  we  shall  abandon  in  the  Eyes  of 
the  Indians  under  very  suspicious  Appearances  &  particularly  injurious  to  the 
opinion  which  they  have  hitherto  nourished  of  our  fidelity  &  of  our  Power — nor 
will  such  Circumstances  fail  to  be  dilated  upon  by  Canadian  &  other  Emissaries. 

The  Circumstances  of  Colonel  McKee’s  House  &  McCormack’s  farm  being 
beyond  the  Miamis  Fort,  I  should  hope  would  weigh  in  our  claim  to  preserve  it 
&  Turtle  Island  till  the  termination  of  the  Negotiation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

My  Lord  Duke,  with  the  utmost  Respect 

Your  Grace’s  most  Obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland  one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 

Endorsed: — Navy  Hall,  24th  Octr.  1794 •  Dt.  Govt.  Simcoe.  R.  28th  Dear.  No. 
4 .  Ansd.  ( One  Inclosure). 
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FORTIFICATIONS  MADE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN 
THE  INDIAN  TERRITORY  NORTH  WEST  OF  THE  OHIO. 

1st.  Fort  Washington  to 


2 — Hamilton 

25  Miles 

3 — Sinclair 

25. 

4 — Jefferson 

25. 

5 — Grenville 

6. 

6 — Recovery 

27. 

7 — Randolph 

22. 

8 — Defiance  (Glaize) 

52. 

182. 

9 — Miamis  Town 

60. 

thence  to  Recovery. 

40. 

282.  Miles. 


The  above  fortifications  consist  only  of  Pickets  with  Blockhouses  at  the  angles 
not  tenable  against  Cannon,  except  Fort  Defiance  &  perhaps  the  new  Fort  now 
erecting  at  the  Miamis  Towns.  The  Country  from  Washington  to  the  Miamis 
Towns  is  in  general  hilly  &  swampy  &  the  road  consequently  not  very  good. 
Distance  from  Fort  Miamis  to  the  Glaize  is  about  50  Miles. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  4 ■  of  the  24th  Octr.  1794- 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  5.  Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  Octr.  24th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

My  Communications  to  Mr.  Dundas  having  stated  that  I  meant  to  embark  for 
Detroit,  I  am  to  inform  Your  Grace  that  in  Company  with  Colonel  McKee  I 
arrived  at  the  Miamis  Bay  on  the  27th  of  September. 

The  Return  of  the  D.  Superintendant  was  particularly  grateful  to  the  Indians 
who  were  assembled  at  Swan  Creek  and  useful  to  the  King’s  Service;  as  the  dis¬ 
affected  Canadians  had  been  industriously  employed  in  instilling  into  the  minds 
of  the  Indians  that  Colonel  McKee  had  deserted  and  abandoned  them  in  their 
Necessity. 

During  my  stay  in  that  District  a  general  Council  was  held  in  which  the 
Chieftains  desired  my  immediate  assistance  in  an  attack  on  the  Posts  of  the  United 
States — I  enclose  such  an  Answer  as  It  appeared  under  the  existing  Circumstance" 
prudent  for  me  to  give,  and  wdiich  on  my  return  to  Niagara,  had  it  appeared  season 
able,  I  intended  to  have  made  public.  Capt.  Brant  and  his  people,  who  repre¬ 
sented  the  Six  Nations  were  introduced  into  the  Council  rather  by  the  mediation 
of  the  King’s  Servants,  than  any  inclination  of  the  Western  Confederacy  to  admit 
them.  In  the  demand  made  for  assistance,  the  address  was  equally  meant  to  the 
Six  Nations  as  to  myself.  Capt.  Brant  chose  not  to  understand  it  in  that  light 
but  becoming  himself  the  Speaker  of  all  The  Nations  sought  from  Lord  Dorchester 
that  satisfaction  He  understood  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  afford  to  their  entreaties. 
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On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Erie  I  found  that  the  Seneca  Chiefs  had  gone  to  meet 
Colonel  Pickering;  Brant,  who  returned  with  me,  was  exceedingly  incensed  at  that 
Gentleman’s  having  written  to  them  That  He  (Brant)  approved  of  their  meeting 
at  Canandarque1  in  the  Genesee  Country.  He  maintained  it  to  be  an  absolute 
falsehood,  and  persists  in  his  resolution  not  to  consent  to  any  meeting  but  that 
which  is  held  at  BufTaloe  Creek.  It  is  said  that  the  Chiefs,  O’Beal,  &c.,  are  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  sell  any  more  lands — and  an  universal  Council  of  all  the  Indians,  with 
Arms,  is  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  Spring  on  the  Detroit  River. 

General  Wayne  has  established  a  Post  at  the  Glaize  which  in  his  manner  he 
calls  “Fort  Defiance.”  He  is  also  to  build  one  at  the  Miamis  Towns,  the  object 
of  Sinclair’s  Expedition,  to  be  garrisoned,  I  conjecture,  with  three  or  four  hundred 
men.  In  the  last  skirmish  the  Indians  had  between  twenty  or  thirty  men,  many 
principal  Chiefs,  killed,  and  Wayne  is  supposed  to  have  lost  between  three  or  four 
hundred  of  his  regular  Army  in  action  or  by  desertion.2  It  is  understood  that  the 
Militia  of  Kentucky  are  very  much  discontented  and  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
prevail  upon  them  to  make  another  Campaign.  Under  such  circumstances  I 
should  still  hope  that  His  Majesty’s  interference  may  still  be  requested  to  establish 
the  Tranquility  on  this  Frontier. 

As  one  motive  of  my  visiting  Detroit  was  to  crush  the  spirit  of  disaffection 
shewn  by  the  Canadian  Militia  I  had  taken  competent  measures  to  that  effect, 
which  fortunately  I  was  under  no  necessity  of  pursuing  as  I  found  the  Company  of 
Militia  at  the  Miamis  which  I  had  directed  thither  to  reinforce  the  Garrison. 

On  my  return  to  Niagara  I  dismissed  two  hundred  Militia,  who  had  been 
called  out  in  the  Consequence  of  Genl.  Wayne’s  movement.  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  Your  Grace  such  further  arrangements  as 
the  situation  of  this  Country  renders  necessary — Hoping  that  nothing  will  frus¬ 
trate  my  occupying  those  internal  positions  which  I  cannot  but  lament  for  the 
King’s  Service  that  I  have  hitherto  been  prevented  to  fortify  and  secure. 

I  beg  to  transmit  to  Your  Grace  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  which 
I  shall  request  of  him  to  make  public  or  not  as  circumstances  shall  direct — at  the 
same  time  I  cannot  but  sensibly  regret  any  attempts  or  conduct  that  may  lessen 
me  in  the  general  Opinion  of  the  People  of  the  United  States  which  I  had  reason  to 
believe  I  particularly  enjoyed  as  they  have  a  direct  tendency  in  a  general  view  to 
counteract  my  being  usefully  employed  in  the  King’s  Service  in  this  Country  and 
more  particularly  in  case  as  seems  necessary  and  probable  that  Commissioners 
should  be  appointed  for  the  adjustment  of  differences  and  the  most  minute  as¬ 
certainment  of  a  boundary  line  they  would  disable  me  from  being  of  that  number 
which  circumstances  might  otherwise  render  necessary  from  the  local  as  well  as 
general  knowledge  which  I  have  acquired  of  the  interest  of  this  Province. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  respect, 

My  Lord  Duke,  Your  Grace’s  Most  Obedt  &  most  humble  Servt, 

J.  G.  Simcoe  . 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland  one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretarys  of 
State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  24-th  Octr.  1794 ■  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  28th  Deer. 
No.  5.  Ansd.  ( Two  Inclosures) . 

iCanandaigua,  N.Y. 

2  In  “American  State  Papers,”  Vol.  V,  Indian  Affairs,  page  492,  the  official  return  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  U.  S.  federal  army  in  the  action  of  August  20,  1794,  was:  Killed,  33; 
wounded,  100,  of  whom  eleven  died  subsequent  to  the  action.  On  the  following  page  is  printed 
the  correspondence  between  Major  Campbell  and  Gen.  Wayne. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  Octr.  24th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  am  to  inform  Your  Lordship  that  I  returned  to  this  place  on  the  19th  of 
October  from  Detroit.  I  had  given  orders  to  complete  the  Barracks  at  the  Miamis, 
and  as  Col.  McKee’s  house,  among  other  depredations  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
on  the  invasion  of  Genl.  Wayne,  had  been  burnt,  I  directed  a  log  Blockhouse  to  be 
built  at  Swan  Creek,  in  the  form  of  a  square  on  the  eminence  to  the  West  of  the 
Creek,  for  the  safety  of  the  King’s  Stores,  to  be  garrisoned  by  a  Sergeant  and  12 
men  from  the  Miamis. 

At  Swan  Creek  the  Indians  are  about  to  hut  themselves,  and  it  is  the  place 
where  Col.  McKee  has  thought  it  advisable  to  give  out  the  King’s  Stores  and 
Provisions. 

I  am  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  Lieut.  Col.  England,  (so  great  has  been 
the  consumption  of  Provisions),  is  apprehensive  of  a  deficiency  the  ensuing  Winter. 
I  have  authorized  him  to  buy  Cattle,  which  it  appears  will  occasion  no  greater 
expence  than  salt  pork,  and  have  directed  all  the  Flour  that  can  be  spared  to  be 
forwarded  from  this  quarter. 

I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  my  Reply  to  the  Indian  Speech,  which,  had  it  been 
seasonable,  I  should  have  published. 

I  did  not  receive  the  general  proceedings  properly  arranged  from  Colonel  McKee 
when  I  sailed:  on  my  receipt  of  them,  they  shall  be  duly  transmitted  to  Your 
Lordship.  The  Speech  was  to  require  positive  Assistance  from  the  British  and 
Six  Nations,  and  to  say  that  they  were  ready  to  accompany  us  on  account  of  an 
immediate  Attack  on  the  Forts.  My  Answer  followed,  and  it  was  understood  that 
the  Council  was  ended — 

However,  the  next  day,  Brant,  passing  over  that  part  of  the  Address  meant  for 
himself,  spoke  as  in  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations,  desiring  me  to  communicate  their 
wishes  to  Your  Lordship,  and  to  request  to  know  wdiat  Assistance  could  be  given 
to  them.  It  has  been  recommended  to  them  by  Brant,  &c.,  to  assemble  in  Arms 
next  Spring  at  the  Huron  Village,  where  the  meeting  was  held. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  received  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  Letter,  informing  me  of 
the  Agreement  made  between  Mr.  Jay  and  Lord  Grenville,  preparatory  to  such 
orders  as  I  shall  receive  from  Your  Lordship. 

I  have  dismissed  the  Militia  and  ordered  the  Detachments  of  the  5th  Regt.  & 
Queen’s  Rangers  to  their  separate  Quarters. 

I  had  directed  Lieut.  Col.  England  to  call  out  a  Company  of  the  Canadian 
Militia,  and  was  prepared  to  enforce  the  Measure,  if  necessary. 

However,  they  assembled  without  any  difficulty,  were  in  the  Miamis  Fort  and 
behaved  there  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Officers  in  command. 

I  have  transmitted  Extracts  from  Your  Lordship’s  Letter  No.  17  to  Col.  Eng¬ 
land. 

I  expect  Lieut.  Pilkington  at  this  place  so  soon  as  the  tedious  navigation  of  the 
Lake  will  admit,  when  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  state  to  Your  Lordship’s  perfect 
satisfaction  the  reasons  which  prevented  the  possibility  of  his  strict  compliance 
with  the  existing  regulations. 

I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  the  distance  of  Wayne’s  several  Posts.  You  will 
see  he  has  established  one  at  the  Glaize,  Fort  Defiance,  within  fifty  miles  of  our 
Post  at  the  Miamis.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 


S.P.— 11 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Navy  Hall,  October  24th,  1794. 

Sir: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Your  Excellency’s  letter 
of  the  9th  of  Sept.,  on  my  return  from  Detroit. 

I  beg  to  enclose  to  you  my  observations  on  the  Letter  addressed  by  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  Mr.  Randolph,  to  you,  dated  the  first  of  September,  and  to  request, 
if  the  public  considerations  shall  not  in  your  opinion  render  such  a  measure  un- 
advisable,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  have  the  whole  or  such  Extracts  as 
you  shall  judge  proper,  printed  in  the  same  manner  as  that,  to  which  it  is  an  Answer. 

I  have  transmitted  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  which  I 
have  regretted  any  attempts  to  make  me  obnoxious  to  the  United  States,  as  it 
might  disable  me,  should  Commissioners,  as  is  probable,  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
the  Boundaries  &c.,  &c.,  from  being  of  that  number.  This,  I  should  conceive, 
would  from  many  circumstances  injure  the  King’s  Interests. 

I  have  transmitted  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  which  I 
have  regretted  the  Conduct  of  the  United  States.  Also  a  dispatch  for  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  enclosing  my  Speech  to  the  Western  Indians. 

It  is  left  open  for  your  perusal,  and  I  must  beg  of  you  to  seal  and  forward  it 
by  the  first  safe  opportunity.  You  will  therein  see  my  reasons  for  considering  the 
Post  at  the  Miamis  and  that  at  the  Glaize,  or  Fort  Defiance,  as  similar  encroach¬ 
ments,  and  as  such  intimating  they  ought  to  be  equally  demolished,  or  to  remain 
under  the  agreement  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Jay — in  Statu  quo. 

At  any  rate,  it  would  be  impracticable  to  remove  our  Garrison  and  to  fill  up 
the  trenches  this  Winter.  The  Officer  commanding  has  orders  to  fire  on  any 
parties  who  may  approach  under  any  pretences  whatever. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Excellency  G.  Hammond,  Esq. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  Wm.  JOHNSON  CHEW,  STORE¬ 
KEEPER  FOR  THE  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT  AT  NIAGARA, 
DATED  24TH  OCTOBER,  1794,  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW, 

S.I.A. 

“In  my  last  of  the  7th  Instant  I  informed  you  how  I  was  situated  and  that  I 
flattered  myself  I  should  so  conduct  the  business  entrusted  to  my  charge  as  to  meet 
His  Lordships  approbation.  I  also  described  the  situation  of  the  Store  a  Represent¬ 
ation  of  which  I  have  layed  before  Major  Smith  for  his  approbation  but  the  Gover¬ 
nor  arriving  the  day  after  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Major  since. 
I  waited  upon  the  Governor  to  pay  my  respects  but  His  Excellency  was  so  engaged 
I  had  not  the  Honor  of  being  admitted.  Captain  Brant  arrived  here  the  20th  and 
desired  me  to  inform  that  the  Indians  above  are  very  low  spirited  and  disheartened 
and  that  the  Country  they  have  been  contending  for  is  on  the  Brink  of  being  lost 
and  forsaken ;  that  he  has  been  endeavouring  all  in  his  power  to  revive  their  spirits, 
advising  them  by  all  means  to  avoid  making  separate  or  partial  Treaties  with  the 
Americans,  which  if  they  do  their  Country  will  be  lost  forever,  but  to  keep  firm 
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and  united  untill  Spring,  in  which  time  some  favorable  change  may  take  place, 
when  he  has  promised  to  go  up  and  meet  them  again;  that  they  have  talked  of 
leaving  the  Country  and  going  to  the  Mississippi  and  that  it  is  his  opinion  except 
they  receive  more  assistance  than  they  have  hitherto  had,  it  will  be  their  resource 
at  last.  Captain  Brant  seems  to  be  much  displeased  and  even  says  that  had  the 
Indians  been  left  to  themselves  they  would  have  concluded  an  Equitable  and  Honor¬ 
able  peace  in  June  1793  or  been  strong  enough  to  have  over  Powered  the  Forces 
sent  against  them,  as  they  would  then  all  have  been  of  one  mind  and  united,  but 
that  People  interfering  caused  a  Division  amongst  them  which  he  feared  will 
finally  Terminate  in  the  loss  of  their  country.” 

Montreal  7th  Deer.  1794. 

A  True  Extract. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER, 

Navy  Hall,  Octr.  25th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  Letters 
from  Montreal,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5. 

My  application  for  a  field  artillery  was  made  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  at  the 
original  establishment  of  the  Government  of  this  Province,  in  consequence  of  Your 
Lordship  being  then  on  your  passage  to  Great  Britain,  and  expressly  that  the  re¬ 
quisition  might  be  submitted  to  you  on  your  arrival.  By  the  Duke’s  desire,  I 
accompanied  Lieut.  Coll.  Congreve  to  Woolwich,  and  I  presume,  had  not  the  War 
interfered,  the  principles  on  which  I  founded  my  application  being  explained  to  His 
Grace  and  approved  by  him,  I  should  have  been  furnished  with  the  train  required, 
and  with  a  Company  of  Military  Artificers. 

My  present  application  to  Your  Lordship  is  for  twenty  four  Brass  six  or  three 
pounders,  for  the  express  purpose  of  twenty  four  light  Gun  Boats,  twelve  for  Lake 
Erie  and  12  for  Lake  Ontario,  of  a  construction  occasionally  to  be  conveyed  over 
land  to  the  waters  of  either  Lake.  These  Boats  are  to  be  swift,  light,  of  the  least 
draught  of  water,  to  be  rowed  and  manned  by  the  Militia  of  the  Province — 

I  mean  to  have  them  deposited  in  proper  Arsenals  in  case  of  peace,  where  I 
am  assured  they  may  be  preserved,  with  proper  care,  for  thirty  years. 

The  Guns  may  have  their  field  carriages,  which  will  be  useful  for  more  general 
services. 

In  respect  to  Heavy  Artillery,  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  its  Expence  and  delay 
of  sending  them  into  Upper  Canada,  but  as  both  the  expence  and  delay  must  be 
enhanced  in  case  of  War,  I  cannot  but  submit  to  Your  Lordship  the  propriety  of 
such  as  may  be  necessary  being  sent  hither  previously  to  such  an  event. 

In  this  view  of  existing  Circumstances,  I  also  comprehend  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  gun  powder  and  every  requisite  Na  al  and  Military  Store,  sufficient  for  present 
arrangements  and  future  Contingencies,  and  I  am  still  of  Opinion  that  York  should 
be  made  a  strong  Military  Arsenal,  and  that  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  fortifying 
that  place  and  the  Harbour  at  Long  Point. 

I  shall  most  certainly  avail  myself  of  what  9  pounders  may  be  found  serviceable, 
as  I  did  in  the  former  year  of  the  Carronades,  which  Captn.  Seward  confirms  me  in 
the  Opinion,  I  have  long  entertained,  may  be  very  useful  mounted  as  a  field  train. 

In  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  soldiers  for  the  Military  fatigue  duty  of 
rolling  and  storing  Provisions,  I  find  that  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  also  at  York,  who 
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had  been  doing  duty  at  Niagara,  required  the  same  remuneration,  which  I  presume 
it  is  Your  Lordship’s  intentions  should  be  universal. 

The  paragraph  containing  Your  Lordship’s  observations  to  Lieut.  Col.  Eng¬ 
land,  nothing  since  my  arrival  in  this  Country  has  given  me  more  uneasiness  than 
the  pernicious  use  of  Spirits  by  the  Inhabitants  and  Soldiers. 

In  case  of  War,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  provident  that  a  quantity  of  Specie 
should  be  in  Upper  Canada,  upon  the  same  principle  that  it  ought  to  possess  Maga¬ 
zines  and  Arms. 

Lieut.  Cooper  of  the  Engineers,  has  arrived  here,  and  he  is  directed  to  relieve 
Lieut.  Pilkington  at  Detroit,  who  is  to  return  to  Niagara. 

Mr.  Burke,  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergyman,  is  sent  to  the  River  aux  Raisins 
where  I  have  hopes  he  will  be  essentially  serviceable. 

Mons.  Le  Dru,  whom  I  have  proposed  to  permit  to  remain  here  till  the  Spring, 
has  behaved  so  improperly,  that  I  have  directed  him  to  be  immediately  sent  out  of 
the  Province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  ROSE. 

No.  13. 

Navy  Hall,  October  25th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Having  on  the  fifth  day  of  August  last  answered  your  letter  dated  the  2nd  of 
April  in  which  you  notified  to  me  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s 
Treasury  had  been  pleased  to  direct  me  to  appoint  an  Agent  for  the  necessary 
purchases  of  Provisions  for  the  Troops  and  Garrisons  in  this  Province,  It  is  with 
some  surprise  that  I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Davison,  in¬ 
forming  me  that  he  was  appointed  Contractor  on  the  first  day  of  May  following  by 
the  Commissioners  for  victualling  His  Majesty’s  Navy  for  the  Purpose  of  making 
purchases  in  this  Province. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  to  regret  that  the  many  very  important 
Reasons  which  I  had  offered  to  their  Lordships  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of  Con¬ 
tractors  and  to  further  the  general  utility  of  this  Province  have  not  availed  to 
hinder  the  sudden  alteration  of  their  Resolution. 

In  my  public  Character  I  am  to  experience  the  mortification  of  meeting  the 
next  Session  of  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  who  had  represented  the  injury 
of  the  Monopoly,  in  a  very  awkward  situation  as  I  had  made  known  to  them  their 
Lordships’  directions  for  me  to  appoint  an  Agent  for  purchases  on  those  Principles 
which  they  asked  for  and  which  gave  them  universal  satisfaction. 

I  am  to  add  that  it  is  rather  disagreeable  to  be  obliged  to  recall  an  appointment, 
and  in  my  very  critical  situation,  contending  in  every  department  against  the  open 
or  latent  opposition  of  Lower  Canada,  It  will  not  strengthen  at  best  a  weak  Govern¬ 
ment. 

I  had  directed  an  Advertisement  to  be  made  public,  which  I  beg  to  enclose  for 
their  Lordships’  consideration,  although  the  mode  of  purchase,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  is 
a  very  small  part  of  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  expected  from  a  resident 
Agent,  unconnected  with  mercantile  transactions,  yet  it  is  a  summary  of  what 
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would  have  a  great  tendency  to  encourage  the  Industry  and  satisfy  the  minds  of 
His  Majesty’s  loyal  Subjects  in  this  important  Province. 

I  presume  Mr.  McGill  may  have  already  contracted  for  flour  in  the  Bay  of 
Quinte  for  the  creation  of  Magazines,  the  only  possible  means  of  purchasing  flour 
in  this  Country  at  a  market  price  by  rendering  it  impossible  for  the  Merchants 
to  monopolize  the  produce  of  the  Country,  should  they  attempt  by  these  means  to 
frustrate  the  annual  Supplies  being  procured  by  any  channel  than  their  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

George  Rose,1  Esq.  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Treasury  Chambers. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  WILLIAM  PITT. 

Private. 

Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  October  25th,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  very  great  importance  of  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  this  day’s  date  offi¬ 
cially  sent  to  Mr.  Rose,  and  the  serious  consequences  in  which  it  may  involve 
this  Province,  and  those  who  shall  administer  its  Government,  render  it  peculiarly 
proper,  Sir,  that  I  should  address  myself  to  you. 

It  cannot  escape  you,  Sir,  that  such  a  Government  as  that  of  Upper  Canada, 
must  be  extremely  weak  in  its  infancy  from  the  total  deficiency  of  those  means 
of  forming  an  influence  which  interested  motives  or  the  collision  of  opinion  neces¬ 
sarily  create  in  large  Communities.  The  fact  is  that  Government  in  this  Prov¬ 
ince  can  neither  return  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  nor  secure  his  support 
when  he  shall  be  entered  therein:  The  means  therefore  of  carrying  on  Public 
Business  must  solely  depend  on  the  self  evidence  of  the  measure  and  the  Confidence 
reposed  in  those  who  shall  propose  it,  as  you,  Sir,  must  be  fully  aware  that  such 
Confidence  will  be  a  very  unsure  Reliance  against  the  Activity  of  Persons  interested 
to  undermine  and  destroy  it. 

That  the  measure  cannot  support  itself  without  opposition  I  have  experienced 
on  the  Judicature  Bill. 

It  is  therefore  I  entreat  your  attention  to  my  letter  transmitted  to  Mr.  Rose. 
Should  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  by  any  means  be  shaken  in  respect 
to  myself  or  His  Majesty’s  Servants  in  England,  I  shall  have  added  to  an  improper 
opposition  in  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Merchants  and  to  a  doubtful  support, 
to  encounter  with  the  disgust  of  the  House  of  Assembly  who  have  hitherto  sup¬ 
ported  every  measure  I  have  thought  fit  to  offer  for  the  good  of  the  Province. 

Such  an  opposition  may  reasonably  be  expected,  and  my  successor  at  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  Present  House,  will  have  to  add  to  the  Merchants,  who  will  leave 
no  means  undone  to  introduce  their  adherents,  the  loss  of  confidence  which  the  very 
degrading  Situation,  in  which  I  must  now  appear  as  a  Deceiver  of  the  Public  will 
entail  upon  his  measures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

1  George  Rose,  1744-1818,  served  in  the  Royal  Navy,  1758-62;  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
1782-3  and  1783-1801;  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Paymaster  General  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Navy,  1804-6  and  1807-9. 
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FROM  HENRY  O’BEALE  TO  JOSEPH  BRANT. 
Message  sent  by  Mr.  Johnston  to  Capt,  Brant. 


Capt.  O’Beale,  Speaker. 
Brother: 


Canadarqui,  25th  Oct.  1794. 


We  were  informed  at  this  place  where  a  Council  fire  had  been  kindled  by  the 
U.  States  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Niagara,  the  difficulties  being  very  great  where  you 
have  been,  we  feel  the  greater  joy  at  your  return,  we  have  reed,  by  Mr.  Johnston 

.  -~as  care  of  us>  ai*d  whom  we  desired  should  come  forward  and  attend 
this  Council  all  the  Messages  you  sent. 

We  wish  to  inform  you  our  Elder  Brother,  that  as  we  are  now  collected  at 
this  Council  fire,  we  shall  insist  on  standing  to  the  old  agreement,  which  we  made 
with  the  Lake  Indians,  and  wish  you  to  believe  that  we  shall  have  that  done  strong, 
we  are  very  sorry  it  so  happened  that  our  Elder  Brother  could  not  attend  at  this 
Council,  but  it  is  common  that  some  Chiefs  are  absent,  occasioned  by  sickness; — 
we  are  very  much  disappointed  as  we  expected  to  have  had  Mr.  Johnston  in  Council 
with  us  side  &  side,  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  but  we  consider 
ourselves  notwithstanding  a  free  People.  I  wish  to  inform  you,  my  friend,  that 
we  are  much  disappointed  to  find  that  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Johnston,  that  in 
his  presence  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  informed  us,  of  the  difficulties 
which  had  from  time  to  time  taken  place  between  the  British,  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Johnston  will  be  able  to  inform  you  what  those  difficulties 
are,  and  that  his  stomach  was  overcharged  with  them.  You  know  my  friend,  that 
we  are  despised  by  the  whites  on  both  sides,  that  we  are  a  poor,  tho’  independant 
people  the  reason  why  we  are  despised  by  both  parties  is  because  they  both  want 
to  be  the  greatest  people. 

.  I  wish  f°  inform  you  that  we  lay  ourselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  and  hope  he  will  assist  us  in  carrying  our  business  through. 

Four  Strings  of  Wampum  Black  &  White  delivered  by  the  Six  Nations 
Brother : 

We  wish  further  to  inform  you  that  as  we  have  but  just  begun  business,  it  is 
uncertain  when  the  Council  will  close,  but  agreeable  to  your  request,  as  soon  as  the 
Council  ends  the  Chiefs  will  all  return  to  Buffaloe  Creek  of  which  you  will  be 
previously  informed  by  a  Runner. 

This  is  all  we  think  proper  to  send  by  Mr.  Johnston. 

This  speech  interpreted  by  Parish,  Colonel  Pickering’s  interpreter  &  taken  by 
Mr.  Street. 


Endorsed:— Message  sent  to  Capt.  Brant  from  O’ Beale,  at  the  Council  at  Can¬ 
adarqui  by  Mr.  Johnston,  25th  Oct.  1794.. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

. ,  T  ,  Navy  Hall,  Octr.  26th,  1794. 

My  Lord : 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordship’s  dispatch  No.  16,  enclosing 
the  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secty.  Dundas  to  Your  Lordship,  of  the  5th  of 
July,  1794,  and  also  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  of  the  17th  July  to  Your  Lordship  from 
the  same  Gentleman. 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


155 


I  have  rec’d  this  Letter  and  Extract  at  the  same  time  on  my  return  from 
Detroit. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  now  received  these  Extracts,  as  under 
existing  Circumstances,  I  most  certainly  do  not  wish  in  any  point  to  be  left  to 
the  exercise  of  my  own  Discretion,  and  I  cannot  but  observe  that  had  I  been  favored 
with  such  directions  at  an  earlier  period,  such  an  accurate  guidance  for  my  public 
conduct  would  have  saved  me  much  perplexity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  the  Right  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  ISRAEL  CHAPIN  TO  JOSEPH  BRANT. 

Canardarquie,  Oct.  26th,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  duly  reed,  your  letter  of  Sept.  2nd.  from  Grand  River  and  that  of  Oct.  20th 
from  Fort  Erie.  I  am  happy  to  hear  of  your  return,  and  being  confident  of  your 
good  intentions  to  bring  about  a  peace  with  the  hostile  Indians  and  the  United 
States,  on  just  and  honorable  terms  satisfied  my  mind  in  some  measure,  for  your 
not  attending  the  treaty  in  this  place,  but  if  the  Boundary  Line  refered  to  in  your 
first  Letter  must  at  all  events  be  adhered  to,  I  am  afraid  that  peace  is  yet  at  a 
distance. 

I  thank  you  for  your  condolence  to  me  for  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Chapin,  I  am 
myself  very  unwell  with  the  Jaundice  and  believe  I  shall  be  quite  unable  to  attend 
the  proposed  Council  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  after  this  treaty  is  ended.  But  I  shall 
endeavour  to  send  my  son. 

After  Mr.  Johnston  arrived  some  difficulties  existed  which  made  it  inconvenient 
for  him  to  attend  the  treaty,  not  for  any  unfavorable  regard  to  the  Gentleman  but 
for  certain  reasons  which  he  will  inform  you.  I  have  shewn  Col.  Pickering  your 
letter  from  Fort  Erie  and  must  refer  you  to  his  letter  enclosed  for  an  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir, 

With  great  respect  &  esteem,  your  Obdt.  Servant. 

I.  Chapin. 

Capt.  Jos.  Brant. 


FROM  THOMAS  SMITH  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Camp  at  Swan  Creek,  26th  Oct.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

A  party  of  Delawares  came  in  this  day  and  brought  in  a  number  of  papers, 
Express  to  Genl.  Knox,  they  are  now  forwarded  to  you  by  Capt.  Mounsey. 

I  have  an  account  of  another  Express  being  taken  coming  from  Fort  Washing¬ 
ton  which  will  be  here  in  two  or  three  days.  The  first  express  was  taken  between 
Washington  &  Hamilton,  killed  one  &  the  other  got  clear.  Mr.  Elliot  the  con¬ 
tractor  was  killed  by  another  party  which  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers. 

I  am,  Sir,  Yours  in  haste, 

Thos.  Smith. 
Capt.  at  Camp  at  S.  Creek. 


Col.  McKee. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


No.  6. 

Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  October  27th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas’s 
No.  3.  dated  the  16th  of  last  March,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  Your 
Grace  the  Acts  of  the  third  Session  of  the  legislature  of  Upper  Canada  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  Province  with  my  signature  and  that  of  the  respective  Speakers 
of  both  Houses;  and  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Grace  that  the  Acts  of  the  first 
and  second  Sessions  shall  be  forwarded  to  England  as  soon  as  they  are  compleated, 
in  like  manner  &  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretarys  of  State.  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: —  Upper  Canada,  27  th  Octr.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  20th  April. 
Ansd.  No.  6. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

Detroit,  October  28th,  1794. 
Sir: 

.  Finding  the  unusual  demand  for  Provisions  at  this  Post  &  its  dependencies 
during  the  last  Summer,  and  the  very  heavy  requisition  made  by  Colonel  McKee, 
for  six  months  Provisions  to  be  sent  to  Swan  Creek,  on  the  Miamis  River,  for 
three  thousand  five  hundred  Indians  including  women  &  children  assembled 
there,  exclusive  of  many  straggling  Parties,  occasionally  Resorting  to  that  encamp¬ 
ment,  to  be  considerably  more  than  His  Majesty’s  stores  here  cou’d  furnish,  and 
the  season  being  too  advanced  to  receive  such  a  reinforcement  as  was  necessary 
from  Lower  Canada;  I  was  induced  to  advertise  for  Contractors  to  furnish  Fresh 
Provisions,  and  herewith  enclose  you  for  the  Information  of  His  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  a  copy  of  the  proposals  I  received,  Considered  most  advan¬ 
tageous  to  Government,  they  have  been  submitted  for  approbation  to  His  Excel¬ 
lency  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe,  who  authorized  a  Contract  to  be  entered  into 
with  the  subscribers,  &  has  also  authorized  the  purchase  of  Flour  here. 

I  was  early  apprehensive  of  the  Scarcity  that  wou’d  be  occasioned  by  the 
unusual  Consumption  of  Provisions,  &  Reported  my  apprehensions  to  His  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Lieut.  Governor,  who  has  made  every  exertion  in  his  Power  for  a  supply, 
and  I  understand  that  such  a  quantity  as  he  can  procure,  may  be  expected  in  the 
next  vessel  from  Fort  Erie,  but  this  wijl  be  far  short  of  what  is  required. 

His  Excellency  has  authorized  the  Requisitions  made  by  Colonel  McKee — 
and  has  regulated  the  Ration  to  be  delivered  to  them. 

Their  demand  alone  amounts  to: 

Flour . Lbs.  183,820. 

Pork  (changed  to  Beef)  ....  105,040. 

Grease .  9,845 . 

Rice .  6,000. 

Corn,  bush .  5,744. 
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I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  send  them  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  approved 
Requisition,  and  there  is  not  at  present,  in  the  King’s  Stores  here,  more  than  two 
hundred  Barrels  of  Pork,  the  greatest  part  of  which  I  would  wish  if  possible  to  pre¬ 
serve  for  the  garrison  in  Case  of  Emergency. 

I  feel  a  considerable  share  of  anxiety  lest  we  should  be  all  reduced  to  much 
distress  before  the  navigation  again  opens,  particularly  as  the  Contractors,  in  a  late 
letter  I  received  from  them,  represent  that  the  number  of  cattle  to  be  purchased 
in  the  settlement  is  not  nearly  adequate  to  what  is  required,  and  that  their  idea, 
when  they  made  their  proposals,  did  not  go  beyond  supplying  the  usual  garrison 
at  this  Post,  and  from  experience  I  am  well  aware,  that  a  supply  of  Flour,  from  this 
settlement  is  always  precarious,  &  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on. 

I  directed  the  Asst.  Commissary  at  this  Post,  to  transmit  to  the  Commissary 
General,  his  Calculation  with  a  comparative  statement,  of  the  price  of  the  Ration 
issued  in  best  beef,  &  the  usual  charge  made  by  the  Government  at  this  Post  for 
the  Salt  Rations,  and  am  pleased  to  find  that  till  Christmas,  the  Charge  in  in  favor 
of  Government,  as  no  doubt  has  been  explained  by  the  Commissary  General  to 
His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

All  the  particulars  that  I  now  mention,  have  been  detailed  and  Reported  to 
His  Excellency  Col.  Simcoe,  but  I  consider  it  necessary,  that  His  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  Chief  may  also  be  informed  of  them  from  me,  in  order  that  such 
directions  may  be  given,  as  appears  expedient  to  him  for  a  large  supply  of  Provisions, 
to  be  forwarded  as  early  in  the  Spring  as  possible;  both  for  this  Post  &  Michili- 
mackinac,  which  will  then  also  require  a  Considerable  Reinforcement. 

I  am  apprehensive,  that  during  the  last  Fall,  there  has  been  many  purchases 
made  here,  and  expenses  incurred,  that  have  deviated  from  Lord  Dorchester’s 
general  Instructions  and  systems;  some  of  them  have  been  occasioned  by  the  Re¬ 
quisitions  made  by  the  Engineer,  charged  with  constructing  the  Fort  on  the  Miamis 
River,  authorized  by  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe.  A  hurry  of  Transport  to 
that  Fort,  and  the  Indians  last  August,  and  also  in  Consequence  of  Calling  out 
the  Militia,  and  employing  some  of  them  to  act  as  Marines  on  Board  His  Majesty’s 
armed  vessels  and  Gun  Boats  on  this  Lake,  every  endeavour  was  made  to  adhere 
to  His  Lordship’s  Systems,  that  the  Circumstances  existing  at  that  period  would 
admit  of — and  I  trust,  that  when  all  the  accounts  are  laid  before  His  Lordship, 
he  will  perceive  that  the  Irregularities  that  have  taken  place,  were  unavoidable 
particularly  as  there  was  not  time  to  apply  for  the  requisite  authority. 

I  have  with  the  approbation  of  Colonel  Simcoe  agreed  to  pay  the  Garrison 
at  Fort  Miamis  and  Turtle  Island,  a  Dollar  a  cord  for  Cutting  &  piling  the  Fire 
wood,  necessary  for  those  Posts  for  the  Winter. 

I  am  now  called  upon  for  the  purchase  of  stores  for  the  garrison  at  Fort  Miamis 
which  is  represented  from  the  nature  of  the  Buildings  there,  to  be  absolutely 
necessary;  the  price  of  them  here,  of  course,  far  exceeds  what  they  cou’d  be  pro¬ 
cured  for  in  Lower  Canada;  But  I  don’t  feel  that  I  can  with  propriety  decline 
authorizing  them  to  be  purchased,  particularly  as  the  Troops  have  suffered  so  very 
severely  by  that  unfavorable  Climate  and  all  of  them  being  at  best,  but  in  a  state 
of  Convalescence.  Our  loss  by  death  has  been,  indeed  very  severe  &  there  are  still 
of  the  24th  Regiment  only  one  hundred  &  fifty  four  on  the  Surgeon’s  sick  list  Report. 
Those  who  survive  will  not,  I  fear  be  fit  for  any  Duty  this  Winter,  as  their  disorder 
is  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  give  but  little  hope  of  a  speedy  or  permanent  Recovery. 

Every  attention  is  paid  to  them,  that  the  Post  will  admit  of  but  from  the  very 
unusual  Consumption  of  Medicine,  Our  Stock,  as  well  as  all  that  could  be  purchased 


158 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPEES 


here,  is  totally  Expended,  and  we  look  with  impatience  for  a  supply  from  Lower 
Canada-  I  am  &c. 


To  Francis  Le  Maistre  Military  Secretary. 


R.  G.  England, 
Lt.  Col.  Commanding. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

^  „.  London,  29th  October,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  been  honoured  by  yours  of  the  5  September;  want  of  leisure  constrains 
me  to  be  concise. 

I  am  authorized  by  Lord  Grenville  to  assure  you  in  the  most  explicit  terms 
that  no  instructions  to  stimulate  or  promote  hostilities  by  the  Indians  against  the 
United  States  have  been  sent  to  the  King’s  officers  in  Canada.  I  am  preparing  an 
official  i  epresentation  to  him  on  this  subject  and  he  will  give  me  an  official  answer 
to  it,  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  in  season  to  forward  by  this  vessel  (for  letters  after 
this  day  will  be  too  late  to  go  by  her)  his  Lordship  was  permitted  to  make  this 
informal  communication  to  you  for  your  satisfaction.  I  am  to  lay  before  him  a 
statement  of  the  evidence  relative  to  the  interference  complained  of,  to  the  end  that 
it  may  be  sent  to  Canada  and  strict  enquiry  made  into  the  truth  of  the  allegations 
and  facts  in  question.  They  would  have  been  done  sooner,  but  for  reasons  which 
sha11  be  explained  to  you.  The  Treaty  is  drawing  to  a  conclusion,  and  unless  some 
difficulties  yet  to  be  removed  prove  insuperable,  will  speedily  be  completed.  My 
letter  to  Mr.  Randolph  will  contain  all  the  information  which  I  can  find  here 
at  present  to  communicate.  Be  assured,  my  dear  sir,  of  the  perfect  respect,  esteem, 
and  attachment  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

John  Jay. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  122-3.) 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 


Sir: 


London,  October  29,  1794. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  15th,  18th,  and  30th  of  August,  and 
of  the  5th,  12th,  17th,  and  20th  of  September  last. 

.  Although  I  have  materials  for  another  letter  as  long  and  particular  as  the  one 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  on  the  13th  of  September,  yet  sufficient 
time  for  details  cannot  be  spared  from  the  business  of  negotiation.  I  must  confine 
myself  to  generals,  and  postpone  a  minute  statement  of  the  transactions  which  have 
taken  place  since  the  date  of  that  letter  to  a  future  opportunity. 

You  have  been  informed  that  we  had  agreed  to  incorporate  the  two  projects 
viz.,  of  a  settlement  and  a  commercial  treaty.  I  undertook  this  business  and  pre¬ 
pared  a  draught,  including  most  of  the  articles  in  those  two,  and  adding  several 
others,  but  all  of  them  for  mutual  consideration.  From  these  Lord  Grenville 
extracting  several,  omitting  some,  and  adding  others,  formed  a  new  draught! 
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Difficulties  have  appeared,  and  been  discussed;  some  have  been  removed,  some 
lessened  by  proposed  modifications,  and  a  few  still  remain.  It  was  proposed  that 
goods  for  the  Indian  trade  should  pass  from  Canada  to  the  Indians  within  the 
United  States,  duty  free;  to  this  I  could  not  consent.  It  has  been  proposed  that 
alien  tonnage  and  impost  should  cease:  to  this  there  also  appeared  to  me  to  be  very 
strong  objections. 

I  think  the  former  may  be  yielded,  in  some  degree  to  us;  as  to  the  latter,  I 
cannot  yet  form  a  judgment. 

We  spent  several  hours  on  Friday  and  yesterday,  in  these  discussions,  and  they 
will  be  resumed  to-morrow  morning.  I  perceive  nothing  that  indicates  a  desire 
to  protract,  and  I  think  it  cannot  be  long  before  the  negotiation  terminates  either 
in  a  treaty,  or  in  a  certainty  that  an  amicable  settlement  is  impracticable. 

All  propositions  relative  to  a  new  line  in  our  northwestern  corner  are  suspended. 
We  have  agreed  that  the  river  shall  be  surveyed  and  its  source  ascertained.  I  think 
Canada  and  its  Indian  trade  will  be  opened  to  us,  but  not  the  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  from  the  sea. 

Although  a  more  early  day  than  June  1,  1796,  cannot  be  had  for  the  evacuation 
of  the  posts  (for  reasons  which  shall  hereafter  be  mentioned),  yet  we  agreed  yester¬ 
day  to  add,  “the  United  States,  in  the  meantime,  extending  their  settlements 
to  any  parts  within  their  boundaries,  except  within  the  precincts  of  any  of  the  posts.” 

I  wish  to  take  particular  notice  of  your  letters,  but,  really,  sir,  I  cannot  do  it 

now. 

I  feel  very  sensibly  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  permission  to  take  such 
notice  of  my  reception  here  as  I  might  judge  proper.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  letter  which  I  have  written  to  Lord  Grenville  on  that  subject. 


“Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall,  October  27,  1794. 

“My  Lord: 

“The  President  having  been  informed  of  the  gracious  reception  with  which 
their  Majesties  were  pleased  to  honour  me,  has  made  it  my  duty  to  assure  them  of 
the  sense  he  entertains  of  that  pleasing  mark  of  attention  to  the  United  States. 
He  flatters  himself  that  a  negotiation,  commenced  under  such  favorable  auspices, 
and  conducted  with  a  correspondent  disposition  to  conciliation,  will  terminate 
in  a  settlement  mutually  satisfactory  and  beneficial. 

“He  requests  his  Majesty  to  be  persuaded  that  he  will  continue  to  promote 
every  measure  that  may  conduce  to  this  desirable  event,  and  that  the  United  States 
will,  with  pleasure  and  alacrity,  cherish  the  concord  and  good-will  which  will 
naturally  result  from  it.  I  am  convinced,  my  Lord,  that  this  communication 
will  derive  advantages  from  the  manner  in  which  you  will  convey  it  to  their  Majes¬ 
ties;  and  I  am  the  more  gratified  in  addressing  it  to  your  Lordship,  as  an  additional 
opportunity  is  thereby  afforded  me  of  assuring  you  of  the  respect  and  esteem, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c.” 

I  am  preparing  an  official  representation,  touching  unfriendly  interferences 
with  the  Indians,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  satisfactory  answer  will  be 
given  it. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  123-6.) 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT  AND  JOHN  MUNRO. 
gi  Upper  Canada,  Navy  Hall,  Oct.  29th,  1794. 

I  am  to  request  that  together  with  Honble  John  Munro  and  the  Honble  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  upon  you  the  per- 
tormance  of  certain  duties  of  the  most  important  nature  to  this  Province,  as  directed 
in  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  me  under  the  Great  Seal  to  nominate 
Commissioners  to  meet  certain  other  Commissioners  from  Lower  Canada.  By 
an  Act  of  that  Province  it  appears  that  five  Gentlemen  are  appointed  to  this  Mission, 
but  as  three  only  are  specified  in  our  Act,  it  is  presumed  that  no  difficulty  will 
accrue  on  this  head,  or  that  this  difficulty  will  be  easily  adjusted  at  Montreal  the 
proposed  place  of  Meeting. 

1  have  appointed  Mr.  Angus  McDonall,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
be  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners,  to  whose  charge  it  is  entrusted. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

To  the  Honbles.  Rd.  Cartwright  and  ^  Simcoe. 

John  Munro,  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


INFORMATION  OF  A  DESERTER. 

James  Kennedy,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  private  in  the  1st  Sub  Legion  in  the 
American  Army  deserted  from  Fort  Defiance  at  the  Glaize  four  days  ago,  and 
conducted  into  this  Camp  by  the  Ottawas,  Informs  that  the  Convoy  with  the  Pro¬ 
visions  had  not  arrived  nor  was  it  expected  by  land  as  was  mentioned,  but  that 
a  boat  with  whiskey  had  come  from  the  Miamis  village,  and  so  soon  as  the  water 
was  high  enough  the  provisions  for  the  supply  of  Fort  Defiance  will  be  sent  by  water 
rtjm  thence,  and  boats  of  the  construction  of  those  in  Kentucky  are  now 
actually  building  for  that  purpose. 

The  Garrison  at  Fort  Defiance  consists  of  130  invalids,  the  Guard  consists 
of  12  men  and  only  one  night  in  bed,  4  Sentries  and  3  Reliefs.  No  Riflemen  fit 
mr  duty  at  Fort  Defiance.  The  Cattle  Guard  consists  of  one  Sergeant  and  8  men 
the  number  of  cattle  13,  only  30  days’  provisions,  only  one  deserter  having  been 
taken  and  hanged. 

,  t  t  ,^as  expected  that  Wayne  would  this  Autumn  make  another  sally  upon 
the  Indians,  but  the  Informant  rather  thinks  that  he  is  already  gone  to  Winter 
Quarters  at  Greenville  with  the  main  body  of  his  Army,  leaving  a  Garrison  at  the 
Miamis  village.  That  in  the  course  of  next  Summer,  it  is  expected  that  Fort 
Miamis  and  Detroit  will  be  given  up  to  them. 

Many  deserters  would  come  in,  but  a  man  being  killed  lately  at  the  Glaize 
with  an  advertisement  in  the  Washington  Gazette  that  Governor  Simcoe  paid  a 
guinea  tor  every  scalp,  deterred  them  from  deserting. 

Peace  with  the  Indians  is  much  desired  in  order  to  draw  the  fur  trade  from 
Detroit,  the  Informant  did  not  hear  of  Wells  coming  out  with  a  party,  nor  of 
any  cannon  intended  for  Fort  Defiance,  more  than  what  it  had,  which  are  four 
one  pounders,  one  in  each  Block  House.  That  they  were  fortifying  their  Harbors 
along  the  Coast  and  repairing  the  old  Forts.  That  a  war  with  Britain  was  not 
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expected,  but  much  wished  for  at  the  present  time,  her  being  at  war  with  the 
French. 

Fort  Defiance  having  no  Bombproofs  and  not  tenable  against  cannon,  that  at 
the  Miamis  village  he  does  not  know  of  what  materials  it  is  made  of  nor  construction. 

The  Frenchman,  brother  to  the  one  taken  prisoner,  reported  at  the  Glaize, 
that  since  the  battle  the  trade  of  Detroit  was  very  dull  and  many  of  the  French 
going  away  to  Canada. 

R.  Pratt. 

29th  October,  1794. 


FROM  LORD  GRENVILLE  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Downing  Street,  Oct.  [30?],  1794. 
Sir: 

I  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  to  lay  before  the  King  your  letter  of  the 
27th  instant,  and  I  have  it  in  command  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  which 
His  Majesty  has  derived  from  the  sentiments  which  you  have  been  charged  to 
convey  to  me  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  assure  that 
there  exists  on  His  Majesty’s  part  the  same  disposition  towards  the  object  of  con¬ 
ciliation  and  friendship.  I  trust  you  are  convinced  of  the  satisfaction  which  those 
who  are  honored  with  His  Majesty’s  confidence  will  always  feel  in  executing  to 
the  best  of  their  power  His  Majesty’s  intentions  in  this  respect. 

It  has  on  that  account  been  a  matter  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  me  that, 
in  the  course  of  a  negotiation  directed  to  the  attainment  of  this  desirable  object, 
I  have  to  treat  with  a  Minister  whose  dispositions  and  conduct  are  so  well  calculated 
to  promote  it.  I  trust  with  no  small  degree  of  confidence  that  the  final  issue  of 
our  joint  endeavours  will  be  such  as  I  am  persuaded  we  both  wish;  but  in  every  case, 
I  shall  always  retain  those  sentiments  of  the  most  sincere  respect  and  esteem  with 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

Grenville. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  p.  126.) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

( Duplicate ) 

No.  7.  Upper  Canada — Niagara. 

October  30th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

I  was  honoured  last  night  with  Lord  Dorchester’s  Dispatches  enclosing  those 
of  Your  Grace  of  the  13th  of  July. 

As  his  Lordship,  agreeably  to  my  expectations,  has  given  me  no  express  Orders, 
but  only  forwarded  the  dispatch  as  my  guidance  and  directions  that  the  King’s 
orders  therein  signified,  may  be  punctually  Complied  with — my  Observations  in 
my  letter  to  your  Grace,  No.  4.  may  not  appear  unsuitable  should  the  United 
States  persist  in  considering  the  King’s  Post  as  an  encroachment  and  such  I  have 
no  doubt  will  be  the  case  and  that  if  the  present  negotiation  between  Colonel 
Pickering  on  their  part  and  the  Six  Nations  should  terminate  amicably  that  they 
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will  occupy  Presqu’Isle,  agreeably  to  Governor  Mifflin’s  intimation,  and  equip 
from  thence  a  fleet  of  Boats  to  Co-operate  in  any  hostile  attempt  on  the  Miamis 
fort,  or  to  supply  their  Army  at  some  Post,  Sandusky,  for  instance,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Lord  Dorchester  has  transmitted  a  Letter  to  General  Wayne,  which  I  shall 
forward  to  General  Chapin  in  the  Genesee’s,  there  being  no  practicable  communica¬ 
tion  from  the  Miamis  or  Detroit  to  that  Gentleman. 

I  have  written  officially  to  Mr.  Rose  on  the  subject  of  the  supplies  of  this 
Country,  whose  mode  of  monopoly  has  been  the  subject  of  universal  Complaint 
and  against  which  the  remonstrance  of  the  House  of  Assembly  was  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Dundas  in  my  report  of  the  24th  of  August,  1794. 

This  object  merits  in  every  respect  your  Grace’s  attention  and  decision — 
Its  arrangement  seems  absolutely  necessary  to  that  influence  which  the  King’s 
representative  in  this  Province  ought  to  possess  with  His  Majesty’s  Subjects  for 
the  general  good. 

I  beg  to  enclose  to  your  Grace  the  Speech  of  Governor  Mifflin,  marking  the 
several  passages  to  which  I  alluded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland, 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  80th  Odr.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  1st  May.  Ansd. 
No.  7.  Duplicate  Origl  not  rec’d. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 


Private. 

Niagara,  October  30th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

There  being  some  probability,  should  any  kind  of  arrangement  take  place 
between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  or  should  their  claims  lay  dormant, 
that  I  may  yet  have  it  in  my  power  to  accomplish  those  objects  which  I  embraced 
with  ardour  and  have  prosecuted  with  the  most  indefatigable  zeal,  I  cannot  but 
most  earnestly  conjure  Your  Lordship  to  assist  my  endeavours  therein,  that  the 
King’s  Service  may  not  suffer  from  obstacles  that  ought  not  to  be  perpetually 
thrown  in  the  way. 

I  most  respectfully  beg  to  premise  as  I  was  most  particularly  anxious  that  the 
Law  Department  should  be  w'isely  and  honestly  filled,  I  am  certainly  to  bear  testi¬ 
mony  of  Your  Lordship’s  appointment  of  Mr.  Osgoode  to  the  Office  of  Chief  Justice 
with  what  exactitude  he  accomplished  all  the  duties  of  a  sagacious  and  just  servant 
of  the  Crown,  and  as  I  am  anxious  that  I  should  meet  with  an  equal  support  against 
some  active  and  interested  persons  desirous  to  become  factious  and  of  no  small 
weight,  I  hope  Your  Lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  lend  your  support  to  Mr. 
Strange,  who  I  learn  is  a  candidate  for  this  office,  and  who  stands  high  in  Mr. 
Osgoode’s  opinion.  He  too  naturally  wishes  for  a  successor  capable  of  understand¬ 
ing  and  following  the  system  progressively  which  has  been  so  providently  begun. 

I  recollect  perfectly  Your  Lordship’s  mentioning  Mr.  Strange  as  a  proper 
person  for  this  office.  I  should  hope  therefore  that  he  will  meet  with  Your  Lord¬ 
ship’s  support  in  his  application  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
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In  respect  to  any  attempts  of  mine  for  the  Internal  Improvement,  the  consoli¬ 
dation  of  force,  or  the  union  of  strength  within  this  Province  I  am  sorry  to  observe 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  carry  any  such  into  execution,  unless  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  specially  give  directions  to  Lord  Dorchester,  and  these  directions  extend 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  King’s  Troops,  as  His  Lordship  in  all  his  dispatches 
almost  discovers  a  spirit  of  counteraction  and  opposition  to  whatsoever  does  not 
originate  from  himself. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  in  my  public  dispatch  to  make  such  an  intimation  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland.  It  has  certainly  been  with  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  make 
such  observations  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  but  had  I  not  they  must  have  been 
felt  in  their  effects,  though  their  causes  only  are  visible  in  this  Country,  where  they 
are  universally  expatiated  upon.  However,  My  Lord,  among  many  obstacles 
and  improper  counteractions  I  shall  ever  feel  that  with  filial  piety,  I  have  begun 
the  great  work  of  one  part  of  my  Father’s  plan,  (in  1755  for  the  conquest  of  Canada), 
by  laying  the  rudiments  of  that  Naval  power  upon  these  Lakes  which  may  for  ages 
command  the  Commerce  of  the  surrounding  Countries,  and  this  is  done  by  the 
Militia  Act,  empowering  me  to  employ  every  inhabitant  of  the  Province  on  the 
Lakes  and  Communications  as  well  as  on  shore.  And  to  give  efficacy  to  this  spirit 
I  shall  proceed  to  build  and  lodge  in  arsenals,  whale  boats  on  such  a  construction 
as  to  carry  Six  Pounders,  and  which  may  be  used  in  all  the  waters  between  New 
Orleans  and  Quebec,  or  if  it  be  necessary  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware.  This 
also  affords  me  some  consolation  for  my  failure  at  present  in  those  internal  estab¬ 
lishments  and  condensation  of  people  in  towns  which  is  so  necessary  for  morality 
and  piety,  and  may  be  the  best  means  of  preserving  the  King’s  Subjects  from  those 
pernicious  principles  which  the  backwoodsmen,  living  almost  in  a  state  of  nature 
and  without  control,  are  liable  to  imbibe  and  bring  into  action  against  lawful 
Government. 

I  cannot  but  still  hope  that  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  the  contrast  of 
the  British  Government,  if  properly  supported  in  this  Country,  will  produce  the 
best  effects,  and  tend  to  crush  that  indisposition  to  all  authority  which  has  prevailed 
and  is  increasing  on  its  confines.  Certain  it  is  that  on  my  return  to  Europe  I 
shall  not  have  myself  to  blame  for  not  cherishing  the  rudiments  of  those  principles 
which  in  my  duty  to  my  King  and  Country  principally  contributed  to  my  leaving 
it. 

I  am  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  Lord  Grenville. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

October  31,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordship’s  Letters  from  No.  19  to 
24  inclusive. 

I  presume  Col.  McKee  will  inform  Your  Lordship  of  the  important  reasons 
which  require  his  presence  in  Upper  Canada. 

Mr.  Wayne’s  offer  to  employ  all  the  white  People  among  the  Indians  who  could 
serve  him,  and  the  probable  defection  of  some  of  the  Tribes,  unless  especially 
watched  and  attended  by  discreet  and  proper  persons,  occasioned  me  to  coincide 
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in  Opinion  with  Col.  McKee  on  the  expediency  of  giving  adequate  employment 
in  the  King’s  Service  to  such  men  as  could  best  promote  it.  In  consequence  I 
gave  him  such  authority  as  the  Letter  of  which  I  transmit  the  Copy,  might  establish. 

I  beg  to  observe  the  utility  of  the  blank  Deed  as  signed  by  the  Indian  Chiefs 
to  shew  to  their  Successors,  and  not  its  Validity,  renders  it  necessary  in  this  place. 
As  I  apprehend  not  many  of  the  former  purchases  required  the  presence  of  Sir 
John  Johnson,  Consequently  in  eminent  cases,  I  shall  by  no  means  suffer  his  absence 
from  this  Continent  to  impede  His  Majesty’s  Service  in  the  Province  for  which 
I  am  responsible. 

The  Map  Your  Lordship  requires  shall  be  immediately  transmitted.  I  cannot 
yet  give  up  the  hope  that  a  termination  of  the  differences  between  the  Indians 
and  the  United  States  may  be  effected  under  His  Majesty’s  auspices. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  three  Acts  which  Your  Lordship  has 
sent.  I  transmit  by  this  opportunity  to  the  Honbls.  R.  Cartwright,  J.  Munro, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  McDonnell,  to  meet  the  same  number  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Province  under  Your  Lordship’s  Administration  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
matters  of  revenue,  and  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  this  Province. 

The  necessity  of  the  utmost  dispatch  in  the  rendering  the  Post  at  the  Miamis 
tenable,  the  perpetual  activity,  industry,  and  lately,  the  extreme  sickness  of  Lieut. 
Pilkington,  the  Engineer,  I  presume,  has  occasioned  him  to  postpone  those  Estimates 
for  Services  under  those  general  Instructions  which  were  only  possible  for  me — 
in  my  singular  situation — to  direct  him  to  perform. 

I  presume  My  Lord  that  if  Lieut.  Colonel  England  has  not  duly  attended  to 
the  forms  of  Office,  it  has  been  in  consequence  of  some  necessity,  which,  I  doubt 
not,  but  he  will  explain  to  Your  Lordship’s  satisfaction. 

I  shall  immediately  transmit  to  that  Officer  the  Extract  from  Your  Lordship’s 
Letter,  and  which  I  shall  have  communicated  to  Lieut.  Pilkington. 

I  beg  to  observe  that  when  I  was  last  at  Detroit,  Lieut.  Col.  England  had  begun 
a  Gun  Boat  upon  a  construction  to  navigate  the  Miamis  River  with  security 
and  sufficient  burthen  to  be  useful  in  preserving  the  Communication  between 
the  Post  thereon  and  Detroit. 

On  the  apparent  suspension  of  hostilities,  I  have  written  to  him  to  desist 
from  the  building  it  until  the  Estimates  had  Your  Lordship’s  sanction. 

I  do  not  apprehend  any  deserters  who  have  applied  to  me  will  return  and 
deliver  themselves  up  without  some  specific  promise  of  lenity. 

I  shall  as  soon  as  possible  transmit  Your  Lordship’s  Letter  for  General  Wayne 
to  General  Chapin,  at  Canandarque,  there  being  no  means  of  communicating  its 
contents  thro’  the  Indian  Country. 

Under  similar  Circumstances  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Hammond,  as 
I  cannot  notify  the  receipt  of  my  Orders  to  General  Wayne  “That  the  Troops 
which  have  been  sent  to  Detroit  are  recalled  from  thence,  the  Militia  are  dismissed 
and  all  further  draught  of  them  discontinued,  that  no  umbrage  may  be  given  to 
the  United  States,  and  in  full  confidence  on  the  part  of  Genl.  Wayne  that  no  further 
advances  would  be  made  into  the  Country  in  possession  of  His  Majesty’s  Subjects.” 

I  have  also  intimated  to  Mr.  Hammond  that  I  shall  ascertain  and  pay  the 
damages  sustained  by  parties  in  the  King’s  Service,  who  had  been  for  some  years 
settlers  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  ascertain  the  losses  of  the  Traders  in  the 
progress  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  Army,  and  I  shall  transmit  their  claims  to  him. 

I  am  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  Captain  Seward  of  the  Royal  Artillery, 
concurring  with  me  in  the  utility  of  the  twelve  pounders  as  field  pieces,  I  had  given 
directions  for  ten  of  them  to  be  mounted  as  such,  their  carriages  are  to  be  so  con- 
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structed  as,  if  necessary,  to  mount  thereon  Guns  of  a  different  Calibre;  they  would 
be  of  especial  Service  to  the  Militia  in  the  guarding  of  the  passage  of  this  River, 
as  they  are  of  no  greater  weight  than  6  pounders,  and  carry  both  shot  and  shell 
of  a  larger  Calibre.  Had  hostilities  commenced,  I  should  have  proposed  to  Your 
Lordship  an  attack  in  January  on  Wayne’s  Fortresses,  making  use  of  these  Guns 
to  ensure  that  Success  which  I  believe  would  by  no  means  be  the  certain  consequence 
of  Six  Pounders,  and  should  for  this  purpose  have  purchased  Artillery  Horses  at 
Detroit  that  they  might  be  properly  broken  in  and  disciplined. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Return  of  Ordnance  as  transmitted 
in  Your  Lordship’s  Letter,  No.  24,  and  to  report  that  the  respective  Officers  have 
settled  the  Ammunition  and  requisite  Military  Stores. 

I  hope  they  will  be  sufficient  for  any  purpose  Your  Lordship  may  have  in  con¬ 
templation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Right  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  JOHN  KING. 


Sir: 


Upper  Canada. 

Navy  Hall,  Octr.  31st,  1794. 


I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letters  of  the  12th  and  21st  of  June 
containing  the  Accounts  of  Lord  Howe’s  Glorious  Victory — And  also  that  of  the 
18  of  June  enclosing  the  estimate  for  the  Civil  Establishment  of  Upper  Canada. 

I  enclose,  Sir,  the  requisitions  made  by  the  different  Officers  for  Stationary 
and  that  of  the  Printer  for  such  types  as  appear  necessary  for  the  Completion  of 
the  Press  belonging  to  Government. 

I  also  repeat  the  request  for  means  to  work  the  Salt  Springs,  these  Springs 
in  all  respects  deserve  the  most  particular  attention  and  support.  I  am  therefore 
to  beg  that  means  may  be  taken  to  send  out  a  proper  working  person  to  instruct 
by  example  other  persons  who  may  be  employed  and  to  direct  them:  I  am  the 
more  particularly  induced  to  repeat  this  request  from  two  Circumstances,  the  one, 
that  I  lately  received  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Nova  Scotia  acquainting  me 
that  He  was  appointed  to  find  out  Salt  Springs  and  other  Minerals  in  this  Province 
— And  that  the  owner  of  the  Onondaga  Salt.  Springs  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  the  confines  of  Lake  Ontario,  applied  to  Brigade  Major  Littlehales  whom  He 
met  at  Albany  for  recommendations  to  Great  Britain  where  He  intimated  his  In¬ 
tentions  of  proceeding  purposely  to  procure  a  Man  from  the  Springs  near  Liverpool. 

It  is  believed  our  Springs  may  be  so  worked  as  to  furnish  this  interior  Country 
with  this  necessary  Article. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  that  this  Person  is  of  the  name  of  Danforth1 
and  in  all  respects  a  violent  Opponent  to  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


J.  G.  Simcoe. 

1  Asa  Danforth,  1746-1818,  born  in  Massachusetts,  served  in  the  continental  army  in  the 
revolution;  migrated  to  New  York  State;  settled  at  Onondaga,  1788;  elected  judge  and  state 
senator;  promoted  from  major  to  major-general  in  the  militia.  “In  all  public  affairs  he  was  a 
leading  spirit,  and  was  cordially  hated  by  Gov.  Simcoe  of  Canada.”  Revolutionary  Soldiers 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Prepared  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Beauchamp,  S.T.D.,  Onondaga  His¬ 
torical  Association,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  1913,  p.  134. 


S.P.— -12 
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P.S.  Having  omitted  in  my  former  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  take 
notice  of  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Dundas’s  Circular  Letter  of  the  21st  of  June  respecting 
free  Mulattoes  who  may  be  banished  from  the  West  Indies,  I  beg  to  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  acknowledging  that  I  have  received  it. 

J.  G.  S. 

John  King,  Esq.  Under  Secretary  of  State. 

Endorsed: — Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  Oct.  Slst  1794-  R.  April  20th,  1795.  ( Four 

Inclosures). 


THE  INFORMATION  OF  ANTOINE  LASSELL,  AN  INHABITANT  OF 
THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  DETROIT,  WHO  WAS  TAKEN  PRISONER 

ON  THE  20TH  OF  AUGUST,  1794,  IN  THE  ACTION  BETWEEN 
THE  AMERICANS  AND  THE  INDIANS. 

Detroit,  1st  Nov.,  1794. 

Antoine  Lassell  says  that  he  was  informed  by  the  American  Officers  that  they 
only  waited  till  Wells  was  cured  of  his  wounds  to  send  him  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians 
through  the  Woods  with  a  party  of  two  hundred  men  and  that  they  were  in 
hopes  of  sending  eight  hundred  men  on  the  same  service  next  January.  Six  hun¬ 
dred  recruits  that  had  been  raised  to  reinforce  the  Troops  at  the  Miamis 
Towns  and  the  Glaize  were  already  arrived  at  Fort  Greenville.  That  they 
have  built  a  batteaux  which  has  been  sent  to  the  Glaize  laden  with  flour,  salt 
and  rum.  They  propose  building  some  more  of  the  same  kind.  They  have  also 
built  a  large  boat,  forty  feet  by  fourteen,  which  is  to  carry  five  hundred  barrels  to 
the  Glaize  as  soon  as  the  water  is  high  enough.  They  also  told  him  that  if  the 
Indians  did  not  make  peace  this  Winter  they  would  follow  them  next  Spring  even 
to  the  Fort  of  Detroit,  and  if  the  King’s  subjects  offered  to  oppose  them  they  know 
in  what  manner  to  treat  them.  That  they  had  no  intention  of  going  to  war  wTith 
the  English,  their  only  wish  was  to  make  peace  with  the  Indians  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  destroying  their  habitations  and  murdering  their  families  who 
remained  quiet  at  home. 

He  further  says  they  gave  him  liberty  to  inform  every  one  that  would  pay 
attention  to  him  of  their  intended  plans  and  that  they  were  sensible  it  was  the 
English  who  made  the  Indians  destroy  Christians  and  their  Country. 

R.  G.  England, 
Lt.  Col.  Commg  at  Detroit. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  November  4th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Mr.  Antoine  Lassell,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  army  of  the  United  States 
and  exchanged  for  some  prisoners  taken  by  the  Indians,  returned  here  a  few  days 
ago.  I  enclose  herewith  the  particulars  of  the  information  he  gave  me  and  a  copy 
of  a  Certificate  of  his  trial  and  acquittal.  I  also  enclose  for  your  Excellency’s 
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information  the  intelligence  given  by  two  deserters  arrived  at  Fort  Miamis  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  that  given  by  Lewis  Maraservy  is,  I  believe,  to  be  little  relied  on. 

A  general  order  of  General  Wayne  and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  officer 
commanding  at  Fort  Greenville  are  also  enclosed.  They  were  taken  by  a  party 
of  Delaware  Indians,  who  killed  the  Express  and  I  understand  some  letters  from 
General  Washington  to  General  Wayne  were  taken  by  another  party.  Whenever 
I  receive  them  I  will  forward  them  carefully  to  your  Excellency.  The  Indians 
who  have  taken  the  Express  were  not  returned  to  Swan  Creek  when  my  Express 
from  Fort  Miamis  left  it. 

By  Mr.  Lasell  I  received  an  easy  letter  from  General  Wilkinson,  which  I  forward 
to  you  in  this  packet,  lest  I  too  may  become  suspected  of  having  an  improper 
correspondence.  He  shall  have  his  Buffalo  blanket,  but  probably  not  from  hence, 
and  as  he  dreams,  I  think  I  also  may  be  permitted  to  dream. 

The  prevailing  opinion  here  is  that  the  Posts  are  to  be  given  up.  The  accounts 
are  come  from  Montreal  and  the  letters  I  have  seen  from  thence  state  that  they 
write  from  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency,  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  November  4th,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

When  I  reported  to  your  Excellency  that  I  did  not  propose  to  purchase  horses 
for  the  Artillery,  till  I  again  had  instructions  for  that  purpose,  it  was  with  a  view 
of  removing  any  responsibility  from  me,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  your  being 
disappointed  in  the  event  of  their  being  required,  as  I  certainly  do  not  recollect 
any  intimation  of  your  forbidding  their  being  purchased  previous  to  your  leaving 
this. 

I  can  with  confidence  assure  your  Excellency  that  no  copies  of  the  correspon¬ 
dence  between  Major  Campbell  and  General  Wayne  have  been  ever  suffered  to  be 
taken  at  my  office  but  such  as  were  sent  to  Your  Excellency  and  those  were  taken 
under  my  immediate  instruction.  I  therefore  do  not  feel  myself  accountable  for 
what  may  have  transpired  on  that  subject,  particularly  as  other  opportunities 
offered  of  talcing  copies  of  that  correspondence  when  it  was  not  under  my  charge. 

The  circumstance  of  the  hatchet  being  returned  to  me  here  and  imprudently 
taken  up  at  Michilimackinac  took  place  in  public  Council,  in  the  presence  of  many 
Indian  Chiefs,  their  Interpreters,  several  Officers  of  the  Garrison,  some  of  the  Indian 
Department,  and  I  believe,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants.  I  speak  decidedly  as  to  what 
happened  here  and  the  moment  I  was  informed  of  what  happened  at  Michili¬ 
mackinac,  I  wrote  to  Captain  Doyle  my  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  forcibly 
recommended  discretion  and  great  caution  in  all  his  transactions  with  the  Indians. 
The  same  conduct  has  been  invariably  observed  by  me  and  secrecy  in  all  public 
business  is  among  the  very  small  proportion  of  merit  which  I  am  willing  to  attribute 
to  myself.  I  was  early  taught  that  it  was  necessary,  and  I  can  with  great  truth 
assure  your  Excellency  that  I  have  observed  it  since  I  came  here. 

I  have  forwarded  the  extract  from  Lord  Dorchester’s  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Pilkington  as  you  directed.  I  have  whenever  concerned  always  observed  His 
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Lordship  s  General  Instructions.  I  never  considered  that  I  was  further  concerned 
with  the  expences  attending  Fort  Miamis  than  to  sanction  with  the  Assistant 
storekeeper  here  the  requisitions  made  by  the  Engineer  who  acted  by  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  authority. 

I  have  long  since  sent  His  Lordship  the  estimate  of  the  Gunboats,  directed 
y  your  Excellency  to  be  built  here,  and  agreeably  to  your  orders,  have  directed 
that  the  carpenters  should  not  work  on  her  but  when  unemployed,  and  that  no 
further  expence  is  incurred  on  her  account. 

.  Mr-  Baker  has  been  for  some  time  at  Chatham  and  has  taken  a  very  able 
assistant  from  the  Yard  with  him,  he  was  also  authorized  to  take  such  pine  logs 
as  he  considered  necessary  and  to  replace  them  in  the  Spring.  Colonel  McKee 
eing  on  a  visit  to  the  River  Thames  and  the  Chenaille  Ecarte,  I  have  not  received 
from  him  the  money  you  gave  him  for  Mr.  Baker’s  use,  but  have  advanced  him 
what  he  required. 

Owing  to  the  very  tedious  passage  of  the  Chippawa  and  Dunmore  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  has  hitherto  offered  of  my  sending  the  Detachments  of  the  5th  Regiment 
and  Queen’s  Rangers  to  Fort  Erie  agreeably  to  your  order.  I  sent  on  the  2nd 
Inst,  an  Express  to  Captain  Pratt  to  desire  he  would  embark  those  Detachments 
in  batteaux  and  proceed  early  on  the  6th  inst  to  Turtle  Island  where  the  Chippawa 
is  to  meet  him. 

Every  man  belonging  to  those  Regiments  is  desired  to  embark  with  him  and 
I  am  concerned  to  say  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  send  to  Fort  Miamis  more  than 
four  men  since  your  Excellency  was  here  and  some  of  the  men  sent  down  at  that 
time  have  since  returned  sick.  I  will  take  immediate  steps  to  order  home  the 
Detachment  of  Militia  now  at  the  Fort,  leaving  only  the  number  required  by 
Colonel  McKee  and  also  the  number  directed  for  Turtle  Island  which  are  now 
there  with  a  Sergeant  of  the  24th  Regiment.  Should  you  consider  this  Garrison 
unnecessary  you  will  be  pleased  to  mention  it  in  your  next  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

Three  barrels  of  pork  are  sent  to  Captain  Field’s  house  for  the  use  of  the 
Expresses. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  JOSEPH  BRANT  TO  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

0.  Fort  Erie,  6th  Nov.  1794 

oir : 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  dated  at  Canadarqui  the  20th  Ult.  at  this  Post 
in  answer  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  upon  my  return  from  the  upper 
country,  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Johnston,  that  you  had  sent  a  message  by  runners 
to  the  Chiefs  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  and  amongst  others  you  mentioned  words  to  this 
effect. 

Brothers  I  will  now  read  you  a  letter  from  Capt.  Brant  he  says  “that  he  is  verv 
sorry  he  could  not  attend  the  treaty  at  Canadarqui,  as  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  the 
Westward,  which  he  is  sorry  for,  that  he  will  soon  be  back,  and  will  remain  onlv  one 
night  at  home,  when  he  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  Council  at  Kanadarqui 
and  does  not  doubt  but  he  will  be  there  in  time  to  recommend  that  the  6  Nations 
should  attend  this  Council  as  it  will  be  for  their  good,”  This  part  of  your  speech 
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was  delivered  to  Mr.  Johnston  in  public  by  the  Farmers  Brother  a  principal  Seneca 
Chief,  and  which  I  suppose  to  be  a  misrepresentation  being  totally  different  from 
the  contents  of  my  letter,  it  must  therefore  have  been  the  fabrication  of  unprin¬ 
cipled  indians  who  will  say  any  thing,  or  go  any  where  for  the  sake  of  Pecuniary 
gratifications. 

We  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  (thro’  Genl.  Chapin)  a  Boun¬ 
dary  between  the  Western  Indians  and  your  people,  upon  which  it  was  probable 
that  peace  would  have  been  established,  and  you  know  that  the  Six  Nations  did 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  establish  it.  We  have  received  no  answer  to  that 
proposal,  and  of  course  supposed  it  declined  in  consequence  of  which  the  Six  Nations 
concluded  not  to  remove  again  from  home,  but  were  ready  to  listen  to  any  business, 
the  United  States  might  have  with  them  at  their  own  Council-fire,  this  was  fully 
explained  to  General  Chapin  in  Council  at  Buffaloe  Creek. 

I  am  fully  satisfied  that  no  misrepresentation  of  my  letter  came  from  you, 
and  am  inclined  to  think  it  came  from  unprincipled  Indians,  who  regardless  of 
the  welfare  of  their  Country,  attended  only  to  their  own  interest  and  all  the  troubles 
that  have  existed  since  the  peace  of  1783  is  owing  to  the  transactions  of  the  States 
with  people  of  this  description. 

Since  the  meeting  at  Canadarqui  has  taken  place,  I  hope  it  will  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  parties  which  on  our  part  implies  a  concurrence  of  our  Boundary¬ 
line,  upon  which  in  my  opinion  a  peace  may  take  place,  that  will  be  agreeable  to 
the  confederate  indians. 

I  am  exceeding  sorry  to  learn  from  your  letter,  that  Mr.  Johnston  was  looked 
upon  as  an  intruder,  and  British  Spy,  it  was  at  the  request  of  the  6  Nations  that  he 
proceeded  to  Canadarqui,  in  order  to  attend  a  Council  fire  that  you  had  kindled 
for  them  at  that  place,  they  had  a  right  to  have  any  person  present  they  pleased, 
and  it  is  proper  it  should  be  so,  that  no  misrepresentation  of  their  proceedings 
should  take  place.  If  they  are  free  and  independant  they  may  do  this. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  offer  of  sending  me  the  extempore  speech 
you  made  to  the  6  Nations,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Johnston,  I  well  know  the  un¬ 
happy  situation  of  the  indians,  and  the  white  people  have  guided  them,  as  best 
suited  their  interest. 

At  the  return  of  the  Chiefs  from  Canadarqui  a  Council  will  of  course  take  place, 
at  which  I  wish  General  Chapin  to  be  present,  if  his  health  will  permit,  if  he  cannot 
come  this  Fall  I  shall  expect  him  in  the  Winter. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obet.  Servant, 

Jos.  Brant. 

To; — Col.  Pickering. 

Endorsed: — Copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Brant  to  Col.  Pickering  dated  Fort  Erie, 
6th  Nov.  1794. 


FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Detroit,  November  6th,  1794. 
Sir : 

Late  last  night  I  returned  to  this  place  and  find  another  opportunity  of  writing 
— The  public  papers  which  have  been  sent  during  my  absence  were  forwarded  to 
you  by  Mr.  Selby. 

Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th  August  I  was  as  far  as  Fort  Erie  on  my  way 
to  Receive  the  Commands  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  meeting  Lieutenant 
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Governor  Simcoe  there  ready  to  embark  for  Detroit,  and  finding  a  Considerable 
number  of  the  6  Nations  had  already  moved  from  the  Grand  River  for  the  same 
place  together  with  other  important  considerations  which  I  communicated  to  Mr. 
Coffin  on  the  14th  September,  I  returned  with  His  Excellency.  Before  he  returned 
to  Niagara  a  Council  of  the  principal  Chiefs  and  Nations  was  held  at  the  Huron 
Village,  I  cannot  at  present  send  you  the  proceedings  thereof  as  the  Lieut.  Governor 
whose  Speech  was  long  and  in  writing  took  it  with  him  and  promised  to  send  me 
a  Copy  which  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  I  am  able. 

I  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  28th  &  29th 
August  6th  and  26th  September.  I  am  heartily  glad  of  your  son’s  appointment 
in  the  Department  and  doubt  not  but  his  Conduct  will  fully  recommend  him. — 
The  Presents  for  Michilimackinac  will  go  from  hence  in  a  day  or  two.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  Season  is  not  too  far  advanced  for  the  upper  Lake. — I  have  forwarded 
to  that  post  the  whole  of  the  supply  you  have  sent,  except  making  a  Trifling  de¬ 
duction  for  what  Clothing  Issued  to  the  Indians  from  that  place  and  an  Anvil 
to  replace  one  carried  away  by  the  Americans  from  the  rapids  and  which  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  have  replaced  in  the  Spring. 

Lord  Dorchester  wishes  to  see  me  at  Quebec  relating  to  the  very  important 
communication  in  Mr.  Coffin’s  Letter  to  you  of  the  22d  September  were  in  some 
measure  answered  by  mine  to  that  Gentleman  of  the  14th  Septr.  And  the  Season 
is  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  my  return  impossible  until  Spring  before 
which  period  I  hope  to  be  honored  with  His  Excellency’s  further  Commands. — 

The  latest  accounts  of  the  American  Army  State  that  General  Wayne  has  built 
a  Strong  Fort  at  the  Miamis  Towns  and  left  a  Garrison  there  of  500  Men,  300  Men 
are  also  left  at  the  Glaize  in  a  Fort  Called  fort  Defiance  and  the  General  is  gone  to 
Fort  Greenville  or  as  some  other  reports  of  Deserters  say  to  Philadelphia.  The 
Indians  are  hutting  themselves  at  Swan  Creek  for  the  Winter  where  I  shall  go  myself 
as  soon  as  the  Presents  are  Surveyed,  they  were  never  so  much  wanted  as  at  this 
time. 

With  great  truth  and  Regard  I  am,  &c. 

A.  McKee. 

N.B.  The  contractor  for  Horses,  Elliott,  was  killed  6th  Octr.  near  Fort 
Hamilton. 

Joseph  Chew  Esquire. 


FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Whitehall,  7th  Novr.  1794. 

Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe. 

No.  4. 

Sir: 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  Letters,  No.  28  of  the  2d  August 
and  No.  30  the  7th  July  last  with  their  Inclosures. 

The  Acts  passed  in  the  last  Session  and  to  which  you  have  assented,  appear 
from  the  List  transmitted  and  the  Observations  which  accompany  it,  to  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  adapted  to  the  Exigencies  of  the  Province,  and  to  lay  a  sound  foundation 
for  its  future  Security. 

The  Table  of  Fees  transmitted  in  No.  28,  is  not  at  all  conformable  to  the  legal 
Table  of  Fees,  established  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  a  Copy  of  which  was 
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transmitted  to  Lord  Dorchester  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  in  a  Letter  to  His  Lord- 
ship,  of  which  the  within  is  an  extract  with  a  Copy  of  the  Table  it  refers  to,  and 
which  you  will  consider  as  your  guide  in  Amending  the  Table  you  have  now  enclosed 
to  me. 

The  Error  has,  I  apprehend,  arisen  from  a  spurious  Table  of  Fees  transmitted 
by  the  late  Governor  Parr  in  the  year  1784,  and  which  has  been  formally  disallowed 
as  well  as  all  Fees,  or  claims  for  Fees  which  were  made  under  the  same — As  your 
letters  which  accompanied  these  now  before  me,  more  immediately  appertain  to 
Military  matters,  you  will  receive  His  Majesty’s  Pleasure  respecting  them  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 

At  the  same  time  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  approbation 
of  the  judicious,  prudent  and  firm  manner  in  which  Lt.  Col.  Campbell  has  conducted 
himself  towards  General  Wayne,  as  appears  from  the  Lieut.  Colonel’s  Correspon¬ 
dence  transmitted  in  those  Letters. 

I  am  &c. 

Portland. 

Endorsed: — Draft.  To  Lieut.  Govt.  Simcoe.  Nov.  1794.  No.  4- 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 


Navy  Hall,  Novr.  9th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  at  the  special  request  of  the  Six  Nations, 
I  permitted  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Interpreter,  to  follow  them  to  Canandarque,  where 
they  were  to  meet  Colonel  Pickering,  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Boundary  Line  between  them. 

It  appears  that  on  Mr.  Johnson’s  arrival  at  Canandarque,  Colonel  Pickering, 
in  a  Speech  of  considerable  length,  replete  with  invective,  but  barren  of  argument 
refused  to  admit  Mr.  Johnson,  as  the  Indians  had  requested  him  to  be  present  at 
the  Council,  and  threatened  to  cover  the  Fire  should  he  not  depart. 

Mr.  Johnson,  with  great  discretion,  left  Canandarque — I  beg  to  repeat,  with 
great  Discretion — for  being  provoked  to  the  utmost,  both  personally  and  as  a  Subject 
of  His  Majesty,  by  the  very  improper  language  of  Mr.  Pickering,  he  did  not  shew 
his  resentment,  which  he  might  easily  have  done,  by  prevailing  upon  the  Indians 
to  put  out  the  Council  Fire,  and  upon  the  just  principle  that  he  who  came  thither 
at  their  express  desire  and  for  their  benefit,  to  hear  what  passed,  had  been  refused 
admittance. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that  Colonel  Pickering,  who  chose  to  call  Mr. 
Johnson  a  British  Spy,  among  other  unreiterable  arguments,  supported  this  allega¬ 
tion  by  adverting  to  his  not  having  come  to  their  public  Council,  until  I  had  returned 
from  Detroit.  The  Answer  was  obvious,  that  in  my  absence,  no  Officer  could  permit 
one  of  the  King’s  Interpreters  to  leave  his  stationary  duty. 

I  certainly  permitted  it,  not  only  on  the  uniform  principle  of  considering  the 
Indian  Americans  as  an  independent  People,  but  upon  the  especial  one,  that  since 
in  this  instance,  the  holding  of  the  Council  in  the  United  States  was  itself  a  departure 
from  the  ancient  customs  of  the  Indians,  it  being  usual  for  those  who  propose 
the  transaction  of  Business  to  repair  to  the  Council  of  the  Nation  with  whom  it 
is  to  be  carried  on,  and  in  this  case  such  was  the  Subject  of  meeting  between  the 
Six  Nations  and  the  United  States,  that  the  latter  ought  to  have  repaired  to  Buffaloe 
Creek,  I  therefore  thought,  as  this  alteration  of  custom  had  been  at  first  disapproved 
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of  by  all  the  Chiefs,  that  when  upon  other  considerations  they  had  thought  proper 
to  change  their  sentiments,  it  certainly  would  have  borne  the  appearance  of  a  dis¬ 
inclination  in  me  to  the  great  purpose  of  pacification,  had  I  refused  the  request  of 
the  Chiefs  and  not  permitted  Mr.  Johnson,  whom  in  their  matters  they  consider 
as  one  of  themselves,  to  have  been  present  at  Canandarque;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded, 
if  the  Chiefs,  upon  any  such  refusal,  had  represented  my  conduct  to  Mr.  Pickering, 
this  is  the  Construction  he  would  have  been  most  happy  to  have  placed  upon  it, 
supporting  his  general  Idea  of  my  interposition  and  treachery  to  the  United  States. 
It  is  necessary  that  I  should  remark  that  this  expression  of  treachery  is  inferred 
in  a  Letter  of  Mr.  Pickering’s  to  Captain  Brant,  in  which  speaking  of  “British 
perfidy  and  British  insolence”,  he  adds,  and  the  “insulting  duplicity  practised 
towards  the  American  (United  States)  Commissioners  in  Canada.”  As  the  allega¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Pickering  are  not  proofs,  and  from  him,  not  even  charges  to  be  contra¬ 
dicted  by  me,  I  can  only  observe  to  Your  Excellency,  that  in  every  respect  I  am 
prepared  to  meet  any  accusations  that  may  be  made  against  me,  derogatory  from 
my  private  character,  or  the  just  and  discreet  execution  of  my  public  duty,  whenso¬ 
ever  the  respect  for  my  station  or  my  moral  integrity  shall  call  upon  me  for  a  justi¬ 
fication.  If  you  think  it  at  any  period  necessary  to  the  King’s  Service  that  my 
Conduct  should  be  stated  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  order  to  prevent  Mr. 
Jay  or  any  other  person  from  using  Mr.  Pickering’s  opinions  as  facts,  I  shall  be 
happy  that  a  Copy  of  this  Letter  should  be  transmitted  to  them  being  ready  to 
court  enquiry  and  meet  the  most  minute  investigation. 

I  shall  at  present  rest  upon  Your  Excellency  in  full  assurance  that  considering 
me  incapable  of  any  rash  or  unsystematic  conduct,  you  will  not  admit  assertion 
to  be  proof,  and  if  it  be  necessary  to  make  that  public  reference  to  all  lesser  trans¬ 
actions  and  detail  occurrences  to  my  own  defence  and  explanation,  as  you  have 
lately  done  on  the  very  improper  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Randolph, 
transmitted  for  your  adjudication  upon  my  actions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


His  Excellency  Geo.  Hammond,  Esqr.  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


J.  G.  Simcoe. 


MINUTE  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OF  UPPER  CANADA. 

Executive  Council  Chamber 

of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada. 

November  6th  1794. 

Present  in  Council  His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said  Province,  and  Colonel  Com¬ 
manding  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

( Royal  Arms.) 

Whereas  the  existing  state  of  the  Province  renders  the  continuation  of  the 
Boards  established  expressly  for  the  purposes  of  facilitating  the  settling  of  such  lands 
as  his  Majesty  in  his  royal  Beneficence  has  been  pleased  to  grant  to  the  Loyalists 
and  reduced  troops,  inexpedient  and  unnecessary,  It  is  hereby  resolved  that  the 
authority  heretofore  granted  to  such  Boards  shall  from  and  after  the  sixth  day  of 
November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  four,  cease  and  determine. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  agreeably  to  the  Proclamation  of  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  bearing  date  February  7th,  1792  that  adequate  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  compliance  therewith,  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  It  is 
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hereby  resolved  that  all  petitions  whatsoever  for  Grants  of  the  Waste  Lands  of 
the  Crown,  be  made  to  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  person  administering 
the  Government  in  Council  thro’  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  except  for  the  immediate 
location  and  encouragement  of  all  such  as  it  may  be  proper  to  admit  as  settlers 
within  his  Majesty’s  Province;  and  more  especially  for  the  due  care  and  observance 
that  none  such  be  admitted  but  those  whose  Loyalty,  industry,  and  morals  shall 
appear  to  entitle  them  to  the  benefits  of  his  Majesty’s  bounty,  and  render  them 
useful  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  It  is  hereby  resolved  that  all  persons  professing 
the  Christian  Religion  and  being  capable  of  manual  labour,  who  can  adduce  satis¬ 
factory  vouchers  of  their  having  paid  obedience  to  the  laws  and  led  a  life  of  inof¬ 
fensive  manners  in  the  Country  where  they  last  resided,  shall  in  future  be  considered, 
as  qualified  to  be  admitted  to  the  Possession  of  lands  within  this  Province,  after 
having  taken  and  subscribed  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Settlement  prescribed 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Therefore  any  Magistrates  living  and  residing  in  the  County  wherein  any  person 
of  such  a  description  may  wish  to  become  a  resident,  is  duly  authorized  to  give  him 
a  recommendation  to  the  deputy  Surveyor  of  the  County  for  a  location  of  lands 
in  the  following  words. 

The  bearer  A.B.  of  years  of  age,  born  in 

professing  the  Christian  Religion  and  by  trade  a 

having  been  this  day  examined  by  me,  and  taken  the  oaths  prescribed  by  Law, 
is  recommended  for  a  location  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  within  this  County, 
provided  it  does  not  appear  from  the  Surveyor’s  books  that  he  has  had  any  prior 
grant  of  lands  in  any  district  of  this  Province. 

Given  under  my  hand  &c. 

To  the  deputy  Surveyor  of 
the  district  of 


And  it  is  hereby  resolved  that  the  deputy  Surveyor  on  the  receipt  of  this  certi¬ 
ficate  shall  proceed  to  make  an  assignment  agreably  to  the  usual  form  and  manner. 

And  as  it  is  expedient  that  the  fees  upon  such  Grant  be  made  public,  resolved 
that  they  be  stated  in  this  Proclamation. 

The  fee  to  the  Magistrate  who  administers  the  Oath  £  s 
and  grants  the  Certificate.  1 . 

To  the  deputy  Surveyors  for  the  Search.  1 . 

For  the  assignment.  1 . 

Clerk  of  the  Council.  6. 

Title  deed  when  the  grant  is  delivered.  £4. 


d  Halifax. 


6. 


Total.  £4.  9.  6. 

John  Small. 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Endorsed: — No.  2.  In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No  13  of  the  21st  Deer.  179J+. 

i  The  Land  Boards  abolished  by  the  foregoing  Order-in-Council  had  been  established  in 
each  district  of  Upper  Canada  in  1789,  and  their  operations  for  five  years  had  extended  over  an 
important  period.  Minutes  of  meetings  of  the  Boards  for  the  districts  of  Hesse  and  Nassau 
have  been  printed  in  the  Third  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Archives  for  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Toronto,  1906.  “It  was  during  this  growing  pioneer  period  that  the  townships  along  the  upper 
St.  Lawrence,  the  lower  Ottawa,  the  Bay  of  Quints,  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  the  west 
bank  of  Niagara  River,  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  along  the  Detroit  River  were  outlined 
and  the  front  portions  surveyed  into  farm  lots  and  in  most  instances  settled  upon.” — The  Life 
and  Times  of  Major  Samuef  Holland,  Surveyor  General,  1764-1801,  by  Willis  Chipman,  O.L.S., 
C.E.  Ontario  Historical  Society,  Papers  and  Records,  Vol.  XXI,  p.  57.  (Toronto,  1924.) 
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FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Whitehall,  10th  Novr.  1794. 

Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 

(secret) 

Sir: 

I  received  by  Capt.  Vandeleur  your  Letter  of  the  5th  of  August  last  enclosing 
the  Communication  which  you  received  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  likewise  a 
Newspaper. 

My  late  Letters  to  you  dated  the  15th  of  July,  5th  of  September,  and  4th  of 
October  last,  will  have  sufficiently  impressed  you  with  the  importance  of  our  not 
being  committed  in  the  present  contest  between  the  American  States  and  the  Indians, 
and  upon  the  same  principle  your  own  Judgement  and  Discretion  will  naturally 
suggest  to  you  that  our  being  implicated  at  this  moment  in  any  Negotiation  of  the 
Nature,  and  for  the  purposes  suggested  in  your  Letter,  would  endanger  the  completion 
of  those  final  arrangements  between  us  and  the  States,  which  are  at  present  so  much 
advanced,  and  which,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Canadas,  may  be  said  to  be  nearly 
decided  upon. 

At  the  same  time  there  are  other  Points,  which  more  immediately  concern 
this  Country,  the  terms  of  which,  as  they  are  not  yet  settled,  may  for  a  while  delay 
the  final  Execution  of  the  Treaty. 

In  stating  these  circumstances,  I  am  nevertheless  very  well  aware,  that  under 
Circumstances  of  a  different  Nature,  many  advantages  to  this  Country,  and  great 
disadvantages  to  the  American  States  might  be  the  consequences  of  attending  to 
the  present  disposition  of  the  V ermontese. 

I  am  &c. 

(Unsigned.) 

Endorsed: — Draft.  To  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  Nov.  1794.  Secret. 

N.B.  The  underlined  words  in  a  peculiar  cypher. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  SMITH. 


Sir: 


Navy  Hall,  Novr.  10th,  1794. 


A  representation  having  been  made  through  me  to  His  Excellency  Colonel 
Simcoe  by  Mr.  G.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Francis  Crooks  that  they  would  suffer  essen¬ 
tially  at  this  late  season  of  the  year  by  the  removal  of  their  property  and  the  material 
of  their  houses  in  the  bottom  of  the  Fort  at  Niagara,  I  am  commanded  to  inform 
you  that  in  consideration  of  this  statement,  His  Excellency  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  order  for  their  immediate  removal  should  be  extended  until  next  May 
or  June,  provided  no  unforeseen  reason  should  require  it  to  be  instantly  complied 
with,  but  it  is  to  be  understood  at  all  events  that  no  further  prolongation  of  time 
can  be  given,  as  the  ground  on  which  the  houses  stand  will  be  wanted  for  public 
service. 

Mr.  Edwards’s  house  and  those  of  the  Officers  of  the  different  departments 
belonging  to  the  Garrison  are  also  to  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  above  mentioned 
period.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 


Major  Smith  5th  Regt.  Comdng.  at  Niagara. 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Navy  Hall,  Novr.  11th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe’s 
orders  to  dismiss  the  Militia  of  Fort  Miamis,  unless  any  very  unforeseen  or  urgent 
necessity  should  prevent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Col.  England,  at  Detroit. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Navy  Hall,  Novr.  11th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe  at  the  moment  of  his 
departure  for  York,  to  request  you  to  procure  from  the  master  builder  at  your 
Post,  a  sketch  or  plan  of  the  Gun  Boats  now  constructing  at  Chatham  on  the 
River  Thames,  similar  to  the  one  he  received  from  Mr.  Baker  at  Detroit  in  red 
chalk,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  it  enclosed  to  Lieutenant  D.  W.  Smith, 
who  will  be  directed  to  forward  it  and  all  other  communications  from  you  to  His 
Excellency,  as  he  purposes  remaining  the  winter  in  the  lower  Districts  of  this 
Province,  where  I  am  soon  to  proceed  to  meet  him. 

Your  letters  which  arrived  last  night  from  Fort  Erie,  I  immediately  forwarded 
to  His  Excellency,  in  expectation  of  his  receiving  them  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  few  printed  copies  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor’s  proclamation  prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians, 
by  persons  not  duly  authorized  within  the  limits  of  your  command  and  am  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Lieut.  Col.  England  Commanding  at  Detroit. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Navy  Hall,  November  10th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Lordship  the  several  Papers 
which  have  lately  come  to  my  hand,  as  elucidatory  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Six 
Nations  in  this  quarter. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  that  Mr.  Johnson,  by  my  permission,  at  the  request 
of  the  Indian  Chiefs  attended  the  Council  at  Canandarque. 

Mr.  Pickering  would  not  admit  of  his  presence,  and  Mr.  Johnson  directly 
returned,  not  being  willing  to  make  use  of  his  Influence  with  the  Chiefs  to  cover 
the  Council  fire  to  which  They  had  so  pressingly  invited  him. 

It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Pickering’s  proposal  will  be  to  purchase  all  the  Lands 
laying  on  Lake  Erie  from  Buffaloe  Creek  if  possible  to  Sandusky.  The  intemperate 
Language  of  Mr.  Pickering  needs  no  comment;  It  is  consistent  with  that  of  Mr. 
Randolph’s  of  the  first  of  September  to  Mr.  Hammond,  to  which  I  have  trans- 
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mitted  a  reply — It  is  not  probable  that  the  Indians  will  comply  with  the  purchase 
to  the  extent  to  which  the  United  States  seem  to  wish,  and  in  particular  Mr.  Johnson 
is  of  Opinion  that  O’Bail  and  the  Farmer’s  Brother  will  not  deviate  from  the  Boun¬ 
dary  Line  agreed  upon  between  the  Six  Nations  and  their  Confederates  the  last 
year,  nearly  similar  to  that  which  was  formerly  delivered  to  Your  Lordship  at 
Quebec. 

I  mean  to  proceed  immediately  to  York  and  from  thence  to  the  Bay  of  Quinte, 
where  and  in  the  Lower  Districts  of  this  Province  I  propose  to  pass  the  Winter. 

I  have  appointed  the  Matchedosh  Indians  to  meet  at  York  in  the  Spring  to 
arrange  the  purchase  of  Penetanguishene  Harbour  or  Gloucester,  -which  from  the 
Surveyor’s  Report  seems  to  be  the  finest  yet  discovered  on  any  of  the  Lakes. 

I  presume  the  Army  of  the  United  States  under  Major  General  Lee  will  meet 
with  no  opposition  from  the  Insurgents.  I  should  suppose  it  not  impossible 
that  a  strong  force  may  be  stationed  at  Pittsburg,  under  the  pretext  of  enforcing 
the  measures  of  Government  against  those  People,  but  in  reality  to  awe  the  Indians 
and  if  necessary  to  combine  the  Southern  States  in  an  attack  upon  this  Province 
by  the  route  of  Presqu’Isle. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 

Endorsed: — F.  In  Lord  Dorchester’s  No.  15.  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  the  1st 
Jany.  1795. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


No.  8. 

Niagara,  November  10th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke : 

Lord  Dorchester,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  having  given  his  approbation  to 
the  conduct  of  Major  Campbell  in  his  correspondence  with  General  Wayne  on 
his  late  approach  to  the  fort  at  the  Miamis,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  it  to  Your  Grace. 

Having  already  expressed  in  my  dispatch,  No.  34,  dated  August  30th  to  Mr. 
Dundas  my  sense  of  this  Officer’s  most  wise  conduct,  &  the  important  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  it,  I  should  not  again  &  in  particular  in  any  military 
point  of  view  offer  my  sentiments  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  upon  it,  did  not 
every  moment  enforce  upon  my  mind  the  very  serious  Calamity  in  which  a  War 
would  most  probably  have  involved  this  Province ;  wherein  my  own  personal  Charac¬ 
ter,  far  dearer  to  me  than  my  own  Existence,  must  inevitably  have  suffered,  the 
labours  of  a  life  of  honorable  Service  have  been  totally  ruined,  &  calumny  become 
the  inheritance  of  my  Posterity.  The  Singular  Prudence  of  Major  Campbell 
demands  my  public  Acknowledgement  &  personal  gratitude,  &  under  these  Im¬ 
pressions  I  cannot  but  most  earnestly  hope  that  Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  in 
expressing  my  wish  that  the  Services  of  that  Officer,  now  approved  of  by  Lord 
Dorchester,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  may  meet  with  some  mark  of  his  Majesty’s 
approbation.  I  cannot  but  observe  to  Your  Grace  that  had  General  Wayne  at¬ 
tacked  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis,  the  repulse  that  he  most  assuredly  would  have  met 
with,  would  have  been  scarcely  less  injurious  to  His  Majesty’s  Interests  than  his 
Success,  had  He  even  stormed  it  &  put  the  Garrison  to  the  Sword,  for,  My  Lord 
Duke,  in  the  former  Case,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  immediately  dis- 
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abled  the  United  States,  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  from  advancing  into  any  quarter  of 
this  Province,  &  in  consequence  it  would  scarcely  have  been  possible  for  me  at  this 
moment  to  have  executed  the  Instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Dundas’s  letter  of 
the  4th  &  in  that  of  Your  Grace  of  the  15th  of  July,  so  extensive  would  have  been 
the  scene  of  Operations. 

The  Prompt  &  decisive  execution  of  my  professional  duty,  &  the  most  favorable 
military  events,  at  no  one  moment,  in  my  own  Judgement,  would  have  compensated 
for  the  impolitick  Hazard  in  which  this  Province  in  particular  &  the  Empire  at 
large  must  have  run  by  a  premature  War. — The  orders  of  his  Majesty’s  Confidential 
Servants,  which  I  have  lately  been  acquainted  with,  fully  confirm  me  in  my  own 
sentiments  of  the  true  Policy  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States. 

I  therefore  humbly  hope,  that  should  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  be  pleased  to 
consider  the  difficulties  of  Major  Campbell’s  situation  &  the  inestimable  good  con¬ 
sequences  which  have  flowed  from  the  use  He  made  of  his  discretionary  Powers, 
or  rather  from  his  not  giving  way  to  the  impulses  of  professional  Ardour,  (under 
such  general  Instructions  as  would  fully  have  warranted  his  proceeding  to  Extremi¬ 
ties,)  &  in  consequence  of  such  consideration  should  they  recommend  him  to  his 
Majesty’s  Notice  for  some  especial  mark  of  favor;  (I  do  earnestly  hope,  that  some 
means  may  be  found  of  making  public  that  the  Conduct  of  Major  Campbell  has 
in  all  Military  respects  corresponded  with  my  wishes  &  principles  of  Action,  that 
I  may  stand  justified  to  the  United  States,  &  British  Nation  from  the  light  which 
Mr.  Randolph  has  pleased  to  consider  me,  as  a  firebrand  &  the  Enemy  of  all  con¬ 
ciliatory  measures  between  the  two  Countries;  an  opinion  that  I  understand 
has  been  too  prevalent  of  late,  &  which  may  disqualify  me  from  being  of  any  es¬ 
sential  Service  to  his  Majesty  in  this  Province,  It  being  apparent  to  me  that  the 
Contrast  of  the  King’s  Government  in  America,  &  that  of  the  United  States, 
will  operate  in  the  most  beneficial  manner  to  the  British  Nation,  &  the  world  at 
large,  should  it  be  left  to  the  fair  trial  of  its  own  merit,  &  not  impeded  by  the 
real  or  imputed  unsuitableness  of  those  who  are  delegated  for  its  administration. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  Your  Grace,  that  I  have  little  personal  acquaintance 
with  Major  Campbell,  but  as  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  support  the  Measures  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  in  my  subordinate  Station,  by  such  Arguments,  as  well  as 
actions,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Public  Service,  so  I  think  it,  in  this  very 
peculiar  case,  proper  that  I  should  offer  to  your  Grace  my  sense  of  the  important 
consequences  which  the  Conduct  of  Major  Campbell  has  effected  &  which  his 
Example  may  hereafter  produce  to  his  Majesty’s  Service.1 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord  Duke,  with  the  utmost  Respect,  Your  Grace’s 
most  obedient  humble  Servant. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 
To 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  One  of  his  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State.  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  10th  Novr.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  8th  Feby.  Ansd. 
No.  8.  ( One  Inclosure ) 

1  Major  William  Campbell,  ensign  in  24th  Foot,  20  May,  1767;  lieutenant,  16  September, 
1772;  captain,  1  December,  1778;  lt. -colonel,  army,  1  March,  1794;  lt. -colonel,  regiment,  FSep- 
tember,  1795;  Governor  of  the  Bermudas,  where  he  arrived  Nov.  22,  1796,  and  died  a  few  days 
later. 


178 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  9.  Niagara,  November  10th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

The  Removal  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Osgoode  to  Lower  Canada,  &  there  being 
but  one  Puisne  Justice  appointed,  obliges  me  at  present  to  appoint  a  Gentleman 
for  the  temporary  Exercise  of  that  Office,  agreably  to  the  enclosed  Opinion  of  Mr. 
Justice  Powell. 

I  have  therefore  issued  a  Commission  for  that  purpose  to  the  Honorable  Peter 
Russell,  a  most  respectable  Member  of  the  Legislative  &  Executive  Councils. 

I  cannot  but  observe  to  Your  Grace  that  the  Salaries  of  the  Puisne  Judges, 
&  the  other  patent  Officers  are  very  inadequate  to  the  Respectability  of  their  Sta¬ 
tions,  in  this  distant  and  most  dear  part  of  his  Majesty’s  Dominions. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  Department  having  recommended  to  me  Mr. 
Gray,1  a  young  Gentleman  regularly  bred  to  that  Profession,  to  fill  the  vacant 
Office  of  Solicitor  General,  whose  Salary  is  only  one  hundred  Pounds  per  annum — 
I  have  accordingly  appointed  him  &  I  respectfully  beg  your  Grace’s  Confirmation 
thereof,  as  he  is  the  Son  of  Mr.  Gray,  a  captain  on  half  pay,  &  a  most  respectable 
Officer,  who  has  spent  his  whole  life  in  his  Majesty’s  Service,  &  is  now  a  settler, 
&  a  Colonel  of  Militia  in  this  Province,  &  a  most  worthy  example  of  Loyalty  & 
attachment  to  the  King’s  Government  to  all  within  his  Influence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord  Duke,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Your  Grace’s  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  his  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  10th  November,  179 4.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  8th  Feby. 
Ansd.  No.  9.  ( One  Inclosure) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  10.  Niagara,  November  10th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

The  Deputy  Surveyor,  Mr.  Aitkin,  whom  I  had  sent,  as  intimated  to  Mr. 
Dundas  in  my  dispatch  No.  19,  to  Matchadosh  Bay,  has  surveyed  the  Harbour 
which  I  saw  imperfectly  the  last  year — I  beg  to  transmit  the  Plan  to  Your  Grace. 

Mr.  Aitkin  describes  it  in  all  respects  as  a  proper  situation  for  a  Town  and 
Harbour,  &  I  have  but  little  doubt,  but  it  will  be  found  highly  beneficial  to  this 
Province. 

Mr.  Aitkin  traversed  the  Communication  which  I  had  hopes  from  information 
might  become  better  than  the  one  I  had  passed  down  from  Lake  Simcoe  into  Matche- 
dosh  Bay,  but  it  did  not  prove  so;  it  may  be  a  good  winter  road — but  it  appears 
four  Carrying  Places  may  be  avoided  by  using  of  nearer  Channels  in  the  rout 
I  followed;  and  that  persons  who  have  been  used  to  the  Trade  between  Montreal 
&  the  Lake  Huron  by  the  Ottawa  River,  having  recently  passed  to  this  Communica- 

1  Robert  Isaac  Dey  Gray,  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  Stormont,  1796-1800; 
member  for  Stormont  and  Russell,  1800^4;  re-elected  in  1804;  perished  in  the  Speedy,  8  Oct., 
1804. 


Ske 


'  TCH 

of  the. 


\ 


JharbaUT  y  J°encl  a.ng'u.sh.e.nei 

t.riM  Me  Sonnet  engs  laid  etouly,  eye  -fee  Hi  ones 
hken  iy  {lie * e  lteMc-n  2f.  Surveyor 


'71  + 


IneCnn-J.  ;_  X.  i  S.  ►*.  <W.  /o 

^  ^  te  .Ti+t.'ejyAr- 


c-^>  a 


tf  etti  Settle 


Gloitcest-er  _ZJ 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


179 


tion,  express  their  Satisfaction  at  its  discovery  &  are  surprised  that  it  has  not  been 
hitherto  made  use  of — The  Trader1  who  lives  at  Matchadosh  has  had  Cattle  driven 
to  him  this  Spring  from  York  in  six  days  &  nearly  half  the  road  on  Yonge  Street 
is  allotted  to  settlers. 

I  am  of  Opinion  the  sooner  an  Establishment  takes  place  at  Penetanguishene, 
the  better,  to  precede  all  Establishments  made  by  the  United  States  on  Lake  Huron, 
&  eventually  to  prepare  for  the  evacuation,  if  necessary,  of  those  which  we  possess. 

I  hope  in  May  next  to  confirm  the  old  Indian  Purchase  made  in  this  Country, 
almost  obsolete  for  want  of  Possession,  &  to  add  to  it  that  of  Penetanguishene. 

I  beg  leave  for  my  Explanations  on  this  Subject  to  refer  your  Grace  to  my 
dispatches  No.  18  &  19,  to  Mr.  Dundas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord  Duke,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Your  Grace’s  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  his  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Whitehall,  London. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  10th  Novr.  1794-  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.8thFeby.  Ansd. 
No.  10.  ( One  Inclosure) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Niagara,  Novr.  10th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Excellency’s  dispatch  of  the  13th  of 
October,  by  Mr.  McDonnell,  who  arrived  here  on  the  8th  inst. 

I  presume  that  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Pitt  will  be  so  far  augmented  as  to  awe 
the  Insurgents  &  the  Six  Nations,  and  to  afford  a  series  of  Posts  from  thence  to 
Presqu’Isle,  unless  the  occupation  of  this  latter  Post  shall  be  put  off  until  the 
Spring,  for  I  do  not  presume  that  in  the  Interpretation  of  the  President  on  the  agree¬ 
ment  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Jay,  he  will  be  inclined  to  consider  it  as 
an  encroachment. 

I  am  rather  surprized  to  see  in  the  official  Account  of  General  Wayne’s  Conduct 
at  the  Miamis,  a  paragraph,  stating  in  parenthesis,  it  was  intended  to  provoke 
Major  Campbell  to  fire  by  his  burning  a  few  hay  stacks,  and  had  this  mark  of 
hostility  been  given,  it  is  more  than  probable  he  would  have  experienced  a  storm. 

I  also  beg  to  inform  you  that  after  the  examination  of  Lasselle,  who  from  a 
residence  and  trade  of  twenty  years’  standing  among  the  Indians,  naturally  has 
become  their  friend  and  companion  in  arms,  and  who  was  captured  in  the  Action, 
it  ought  to  have  been  observed  that  John  Bevan,  a  Drummer  of  His  Majesty’s 
Regiment,  was  a  deserter,  as  it  should  not  have  been  left  for  the  public  to  make 
the  inference,  naturally  arising  from  the  association  of  the  examinations  of  those 
persons  that  Bevan  as  well  as  Lasselle,  was  taken  in  the  action. 

The  summary  of  this  skirmish  seems  to  have  been  that  on  General  Wayne’s 
leaving  Fort  Greenville,  the  Indians  had  dispersed  for  want  of  Provisions,  and  how¬ 
ever  able  his  Feints  might  have  been,  there  was  no  people  in  the  Country  left  to 
be  deceived  by  them.  On  his  approach  to  Roche  de  Bout,  the  Indians  in  that 


1  George  Cowan,  alias  J.  B.  Constant. 
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quarter  were  collected  to  oppose  him  to  the  amount  of  twelve  hundred  fighting 
men.  They  were  joined  by  thirty  or  forty  white  people,  Traders  and  others,  who 
had  constantly  lived  amongst  them,  and  who  were  attached  to  their  cause.  After 
waiting  for  Mr.  Wayne  on  advantageous  ground  for  two  days,  they  grew  impatient 
mk'  in  ®rea^  Par^  were  at  five  miles  distance  when  Major  Price’s  Corps  advanced. 
This  Corps  was  driven  back  and  pursued  two  miles  rashly:  General  Wayne’s  whole 
force  then  advanced.  The  Indians’  advanced  party  then  retreated,  and  threw 
f  v1-  Brethren,  who  had  run  the  whole  distance  of  some  miles,  and  who  were  out 
of  breath,  into  disorder.  Their  right  flank  being  almost  turned,  the  whole  fled, 
Mr.  Wayne  slowly  pursuing  them. 

The  Indians  lost,  heavily  to  them,  some  of  their  principal  Chiefs,  but  the  whole 
who  were  killed  or  died  of  their  wounds  do  not  amount  to  twenty  five  Indians  and 
whites.  Wayne’s  encampments  were  most  judicious:  I  highly  admired  the  de¬ 
scription  I  heard  of  that  at  the  Roche  de  Bout. 

In  case  of  our  being  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  involved  in  War  I  should  earnestly 
hope  my  B.214,110  might  257,1,25,  that  134,116. 

It  has  been  and  is  the  foundation  of  my  system. 

I  propose  immediately  passing  around  the  Lake  to  Kingston  in  my  boat.  I 
shall  reside  in  those  lower  Districts  of  this  Province  during  the  Winter,  and  return 
in  the  Spring,  so  that  if  Your  Excellency  has  any  opportunity  of  communicating 
with  me,  I  wish  it  may  be  in  duplicate,  by  the  way  of  Montreal  and  Niagara. 
If  the  Message  be  Special  and  the  occasion  urgent  by  Oswego  to  Kingston,  directing 
the  Officer  commanding  at  Oswego  to  forward  the  Messenger. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  &  Esteem  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Excellency,  Geo.  Hammond,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


INFORMATION  OF  DESERTERS. 

Detroit,  10  November  1794. 

George  Huffnogle,  an  American  born,  Serjeant  in  the  3rd  U.S.  Regt.  with  5 
others  were  taken  Prisoners  on  the  2nd  Inst,  by  the  Indians  about  14  Miles  on  this 
side  Fort  Defiance,  that  they  got  a  pass  to  go  a  foraging,  but  that  their  real  design 
was  to  desert  to  the  British  Fort. — He  says  there  are  150  men  in  Fort  Defiance,  that 
the  Garrison  have  been  very  sickly  &  several  have  died,  but  are  now  getting  better. 

That  when  he  left  the  Fort  there  was  only  12  days  flour  &  one  days  Beef,  but 
that  a  Convoy  was  soon  expected — That  Genl  Wayne  has  gone  to  Fort  Grenville 
from  the  Miamis  Town;  He  says  the  Genl.  concealed  as  much  as  possible  the  number 
of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  engagement  on  the  20th  of  Augt.  but  from  the  Accounts 
he  has  had  by  a  communication  with  other  non  commissioned  Officers  he  is  inclined 
to  think  there  were  upwards  of  200  and  probably  300  killed  and  wounded  and  they 
buried  30  of  the  wounded  who  died  on  the  Road  between  the  Battle  Ground  and 
Fort  Defiance — He  further  says  he  does  not  certainly  know  whether  the  Militia 
have  gone  home,  but  he  believes  so,  their  time  for  which  they  engaged  being  expired. 

Edward  Connolly  from  the  County  of  Tyrone,  Ireland,  agrees  in  his  relation 
with  Serjeant  Huffnogle.  A.  McKee,  S.I.A., 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — No.  2.  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’ s  No.  19  of  the  17th  Feby,  1795. 
(5)  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  IfO  to  Lord  Dorchester. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  11.  Niagara,  11th  November,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  enclose  to  your  Grace  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester,  on  the  Subject  of  the  defence  of  the 
Upper  St.  Lawrence  &  which  in  a  former  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dundas,  I  had  intimated 
I  should  Communicate  to  Him. 

I  mean  immediately  to  set  off  for  the  lower  Districts,  round  the  Lake  Ontario 
in  a  boat,  &  shall  probably  visit  all  the  places  mentioned  in  the  Report. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  obtained  Seven  Boat 
Builders  from  the  States,  who  are  subjects  of  his  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  my  Lord  Duke,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Your  Grace’s  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  his  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Niagara,  11th  Novemr,  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  8th  Feby. 
Ansd.  No.  11.  ( One  Inclosure ) 


ACCOUNT  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Detroit,  Novem.  11th,  1794. 

Account  of  Provisions  shipped  &  forwarded  from  the  King’s  Magazines  at 
Detroit  for  the  supply  of  Indians  at  Swan  Creek  from  the  8th  day  of  October  to 
the  11th  November,  1794. 


Flour . 

. 79,5603^ 

Pounds. 

Pork . 

. 50,330 

Do. 

Beef  Salt . 

.  840. 

Do. 

Pease . 

.  12434 

Bushels. 

Butter . 

.  3,400 

Pounds. 

Rice . 

.  4,000 

Do. 

Indian  Corn . 

.  2,920 

Bushels. 

Exclusive  of  the  Corn  delivered  by  Adam  Brown. 

Thomas  Reynolds.  A.  Commy. 

SUBSTANCE  OF  GENERAL  WAYNE’S  SPEECH  IN  ANSWER  TO  THE 
MESSAGE  SENT  BY  ISAAC  WILLIAMS  JUNR.  COMMUNICATED  BY 
ZEANS  WHO  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  PARTY. 

The  General  told  the  Messengers  he  was  glad  to  see  them  come  upon  the 
business  they  did  and  at  the  same  time  pitied  their  condition  in  listening  always 
to  the  English  who  wished  to  have  them  in  the  same  situation  with  themselves. 
They  told  them  always  to  be  strong,  and  defend  their  Country,  and  furnished  them 
with  ammunition,  but  they  might  be  convinced  from  their  late  conduct  that  they 
had  neither  the  power  nor  the  inclination  to  help  them. 

He  had  only  employed  the  force  of  his  little  finger  which  they  were  not  able 
to  resist  and  dared  not  to  fire  at  him,  altho’  under  the  Walls  of  their  Fort.  He  ad- 
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vised  them  to  retire  to  this  side  of  the  Scioto,  where  they  would  be  safe,  as  his 
young  Men  meant  to  range  the  plains  this  winter  and  destroy  everything  that  came 
in  their  way.  That  he  had  heard  the  Shawanoes,  Delawares,  Miamis  and  Colonel 
McKee  were  encamped  below  the  English  Fort  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  would 
pay  them  a  visit  this  winter  with  some  of  his  Young  Men  accompanied  by  7000 
Militia  and  500  Chickasaws,  if  they  resisted,  their  ruin  would  be  the  consequence, 
if  they  fled  before  him  he  would  turn  off  and  build  a  house  at  Sandusky  among  his 
good  friends  the  Wyandots  and  then  return  to  Greenville. 

The  fort  the  English  had  built  at  the  Rapids,  he  would  pass  on  the  opposite 
side  and  build  a  Fort  at  Turkey  Point  where  he  would  be  joined  by  a  party  of 
Americans  from  Fort  Pitt  by  the  way  of  Cayahoga. 

He  would  next  proceed  to  Brown’s  Town  where  he  would  summon  the  English 
to  leave  his  houses  and  lands,  and  pass  to  the  other  side,  which  they  would  quickly 
do  and  then  he  would  walk  quietly  in  and  take  possession  of  his  own.— He  told 
them  also  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Congress  whereby  he  understood 
that  Great  Britain  had  granted  the  Americans  all  their  claims,  of  Consequence 
if  the  Indians  had  any  idea  of  their  own  interest  they  would  take  the  15  Fires  by 
the  hand,  who  altho’  able  with  their  little  finger  to  crush  them,  were  always  more 
ready  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  Peace  than  continue  a  War  which  in  the  event  would 
prove  the  ruin  of  all  the  Indian  Nations. 

Geo.  Ironside.1 

A.  McKee. 

Answer  of  the  Wyandots  at  Brownstown  to  Leatherlips  who  was  sent  from 
Sandusky  by  Isaac  Williams  Junr.  to  inform  them  of  the  result  of  his  Message  to 
General  Wayne. 

We  can  do  nothing  in  this  matter  alone,  what  we  heard  from  Our  Father  and 
the  Six  Nations  shall  be  the  rule  of  our  Conduct  and  we  will  do  nothing  but  with 
the  concurrence  and  approbation  of  all  the  other  Nations.  A.  McKee. 

Endorsed: — C.  (4)  In  Lt  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  20  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
of  the  17  Feby.  1795. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 


Sir: 


Niagara, 

Navy  Hall,  Novr.  13th,  1794. 


It  having  been  found  necessary  to  employ  some  merchant  vessels  on  Lake 
Erie,  upon  the  late  advance  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  Army  into  the  Indian  territory  and 
to  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Posts,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  application  has  been  made 
by  the  Proprietors  for  payment  and  that  Colonel  Simcoe  has  ordered  Lieutenant 
Smith,  assistant  deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  to  acquaint  Major  Barnes  with 
the  particulars  of  this  business,  and  as  the  Merchants  do  not  find  it  convenient  to 
take  transport  in  lieu  of  this  service  to  Government,  I  am  to  request  your  interfer¬ 
ence,  as  far  as  may  be  expedient,  to  procure  them  payment,  and  am  with  great 
Regard,  &c. 


F.  Le  Maistre.  M.S. 


E.  B.  Littlehales,  M.B. 


1  George  Ironside,  1760-1830,  M.A.  King’s  College,  Aberdeen;  clerk  and  storekeeper  of  the 
Indian  Department  at  Detroit  and  Amherstburg;  afterwards  Superintendent  of  the  Western 
Indians. 
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FROM  ISAAC  WILLIAMS  JR.  TO  ADAM  BROWN. 

Sandusky,  13  November,  1794. 

Friend: 

I  take  this  opportunity  by  the  bearer  to  speak  a  few  words  with  you  in  writing 
respecting  our  present  situation  which  I  look  upon  to  be  very  distressing;  it  is  now 
a  long  time  since  the  commencement  of  Our  troubles — I  see  no  appearance  of  its 
mending  better  for  good  but  rather  worse  every  year. — We  shall  certainly  all  go  to 
destruction  soon  if  we  do  not  amend  it  you  may  rely  on,  that  I  say  so,  it  is  for  these 
reasons  I  some  time  ago  sent  a  party  of  these  Warriors  to  the  Americans  at  Head 
Quarters  to  know  their  Sentiments  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts  &  upon  what 
terms  they  would  make  peace  with  us  Indians,  they  have  sent  for  Answer  by  a 
Speech  to  the  Wyandots  &  all  Nations  which  you  will  hear — I  shall  daily  deliver 
up  my  prayers  to  the  great  Spirit  above  to  turn  the  Chiefs  minds  to  good  works 
that  we  may  live  in  happiness  once  more,  see  the  Distress  we  are  in,  the  White 
people  is  oblidged  to  Cloath  us  &  feed  now,  it  is  a  great  disgrace  to  us  all.  We 
ought  never  to  suffer  Ourselves  to  be  conducted  in  this  manner.  God  has  given 
hands  &  understanding  to  walk  by  &  Lands  to  hunt  upon— it  was  by  this  manner 
of  bad  management  that  Our  forefathers  lost  so  much  land — be  a  friend  in  sincerity 
to  all  your  relations  the  Indians  and  Explain  everything  to  them  what  I  have  said 
now  as  I  do  for  I  speak  without  shame  or  fear  my  sentiments  as  a  true  &  faithful 
Warrior  to  my  Countrymen  the  Indians. 

I  am  yours  and  Humble  Servant 

I.  Williams  Agent 
for  the  Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  Sandusky. 

To  Mr.  Adam  Brotvn.1 

a  true  Copy. 

T.  Alex.  Clarke.2 
a  true  Copy. 

A.  McKee,  S.I.A. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — No.  1.  In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  20  of  the  17th  Feby.  1795.  (5). 


FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Swan  Creek,  November  18th,  1794. 

Captain  Johnny  principal  Chief  of  the  Shawenoes  informed  me  last  night  that 
one  La  Plant  a  Frenchman  of  the  River  Resine,  had  come  to  him  and  the  other 
Chiefs  a  few  days  ago,  that  he  held  a  Council  with  them,  and  told  them  that  the 
old  men  would  well  recollect  the  time  when  the  English  threw  their  French  Father 
on  his  back,  and  they  would  remember  also  that  their  French  Father  told  them  at 

1  A  half-breed  chief  of  the  Wyandots,  from  whom  the  village  of  Brownstown  received  its 
name. 

2  Thomas  Alexander  Clarke,  for  many  years  an  interpreter  in  the  Indian  Department;  taken 
prisoner  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miamis,  November,  1812. 
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that  time  that  he  would  soon  rise  again  on  his  Feet — He  then  told  the  Chiefs  the 
time  for  their  French  father  to  shew  himself  was  drawing  very  near  and  he  would 
support  and  protect  them — That  the  English  had  no  title  to  the  name  of  their 
Father,  that  he  and  the  Americans  were  as  one  Man  &  neither  of  them  friends  to 
the  Indians  and  that  they  must  look  to  the  River  Resine  for  their  only  Father, 
the  French,  who  would  treat  them  all  as  his  Children  And  that  instead  of  looking 
on  the  English  as  their  Father  they  were  your  and  our  natural  enemies. 

A.  McKee,  S.I.A. 

Endorsed: — No.  8.  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  20  of  the  17th  Feby.  1795. 
(7) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Burlington  Bay,  Nov.  15th,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  in  my  way  round  the  Lake  to  Kingston  at 
this  place  where  I  am  snow  bound.  You  will  be  so  good  therefore  to  excuse  my 
saying  summarily,  “Be  so  good  if  you  have  purchased  any  horses,  to  sell  them. 
I  shall  order  you  payment  and  not  transmit  such  accounts  to  Quebec.” 

I  have  enclosed  you  the  second  letter  of  Lord  Dorchester.  Most  undoubtedly 
for  the  Miamis  the  Engineer  must  be  answerable. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  Captain  Doyle’s  hatchet  (the  returned  one  is  what  I 
alluded  to  in  the  American  papers),  except  that  by  Matchadash  I  understand 
the  Mackinac  Indians  on  their  return  behaved  very  insolently. 

I  do  not  think  at  present  Turtle  Island  need  be  occupied. 

You  will  draw  upon  the  Receiver  General  for  the  Militia  pay  or  make  out  in 
your  general  abstract,  who  has  authority  to  answer  the  same,  or  it  may  be  paid 
early  in  the  Spring  as  has  been  the  case  in  this  District  in  specie. 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  is  written  in  all  the  Pettyism  of  an  accomplished 
American  Gentleman. 

The  Posts  are  as  far  from  being  given  up  in  my  opinion  as  they  ever  were. 
I  think  them  Millstones.  I  have  sent  you  the  whole  of  the  Convention  in  an  ab¬ 
stract  from  the  Newspaper. 

I  wish  that  it  could  be  contrived  that  all  the  vessels  but  the  (illegible)  might 
be  together  at  Fort  Erie  in  the  Spring. 

I  beg  of  you  to  state  the  situation  in  which  I  write  to  Major  Campbell.  I 
shall  have  the  pleasure  of  answering  his  letter  from  Kingston. 

I  am  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

I  long  to  hear  from  Captain  Doyle,  I  will  in  the  Spring,  if  necessary,  reinforce 
him,  perhaps  by  York  and  Matchadash  in  fourteen  days. 

I  hope  Mr.  Smith,1  who  is  to  reside  at  the  River  aux  Raisins  and  Monsieur 
Burke2  will  be  of  use  to  you  in  respect  to  the  Riviere  aux  Raisins. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  England. 


1  Captain  Thomas  Smith. 

2  Reverend  Edmund  Burke. 
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FROM  CAPT.  R.  STEELE,  24TH  REGT.  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Fort  Miamis,  Nov.  17th  1794. 

Two  o’Clock. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  packet  of  letters,  which  I  have 
this  instant  received. 

Whenever  you  inform  me  that  the  presents  are  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Indians,  I  will  with  pleasure  attend  but  should  any  accident  prevent  me  from  going 
to  Swan  Creek,  I  will  send  Capt.  Mounsey. 

Colonel  England  in  his  letter  to  me  mentions  that  there  are  three  American 
deserters  with  the  indians  at  Swan  Creek,  and  his  wish  when  you  should  have  pro¬ 
cured  them  from  the  Indians,  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Detroit,  may  I  request 
the  favor  of  you  as  soon  as  this  takes  place,  and  the  Colonel  says  you  told  him  there 
would  be  little  difficulty  in  getting  them  from  the  indians  provided  they  were  at 
Swan  Creek,  either  to  send  them  to  Detroit  by  the  Felicity,  or  that  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  let  them  be  brought  here,  and  I  will  send  them  by  one  of  the  Gun 
Boats. 

If  Mr.  Selby  is  with  you  be  pleased  to  offer  him  my  best  compliments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  faithful  &  Obdt.  Servant. 

R.  Steele,  Capt. 

Colonel  McKee. 


FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Whitehall,  I9th  Novr.  1794. 
Sir: 

Several  dispatches  numbered  from  1  to  3,  inclusive,  will  have  prepared  you 
for  the  event,  which  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you.  I  mean, 
the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Jay,  which  was  signed 
yesterday,  and  by  which  all  matters  in  dispute  between  this  Country  and  the 
American  States  are  amicably  adjusted.  I  at  the  same  time  transmit  you  a  Copy 
of  the  Treaty  itself,  which  in  some  respects  you  will  observe,  will  require  the 
intervention  of  Parliament  to  carry  it  into  effect.  At  the  same  time  I  beg  to  inform 
you  and  draw  your  attention  to  such  Articles  as  relate  to  His  Majesty’s  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Provinces,  and  particularly  to  Lower  and  Upper  Canada,  in  order  that  no 
time  may  be  lost  by  you  in  taking  such  steps  as  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  said  Articles,  joined  to  the  local  Circumstances  of  those  Provinces  may 
require. 

The  particular  Care  and  Attention  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Commercial 
Interests  of  the  two  Canadas,  both  as  connected  with  the  American  States,  and  the 
Indians  will  be  well  understood  and  accordingly  esteemed  by  you.  To  reap, 
however,  all  the  advantages  which  may  result  from  those  Stipulations  and  at  the 
same  time  obviate  the  temporary  Difficulties  which  such  of  them  as  relate  to  our 
surrender  of  the  Posts  may  occasion,  are  the  first  objects  which  will  occupy  your 
attention. 

With  a  view  of  this,  it  will  be  requisite,  I  conceive,  to  use  your  utmost  exertions 
to  satisfy  the  Indians  that  provision  is  made,  not  merely  for  continuing  as  heretofore, 
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but  for  increasing,  without  the  possibility  of  interruption,  our  present  commercial 
Intercourse  with  them  to  the  utmost  extent  to  which  it  may  be  capable  of  being 
carried.  Our  usual  attention  to  their  wants,  and  our  Liberality  in  supplying 
them,  should  for  the  present  be  increased,  and  every  other  means  pursued  by  those 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  their  disposition  and  their  Affairs,  which  you  shall 
judge  most  effectual  for  the  preservation  of  their  Friendship,  and  for  obtaining 
their  peaceable  acquiescence  in  the  surrender  of  the  Posts,  a  measure  which,  altho’ 
dictated  by  the  general  Justice  and  sound  Policy  which  should  govern  a  great  Nation, 
yet  can  neither  be  easily  comprehended  by  them,  nor  can  be  expected  to  be  at  all 
agreeable  to  them  in  their  present  situation  and  disposition. 

It  will  also  be  necessary,  particularly  in  Upper  Canada,  that  every  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  erection  of  such  new  Posts,  in  proper  and  suitable  situations, 
on  our  side  of  the  Treaty  Line,  as  may  facilitate  our  commercial  Intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  and  which  may  render  the  evacuation  of  those  now  in  our  possession, 
particularly  those  of  Detroit  and  Michillimackinac,  as  little  felt  as  possible,  when 
it  shall  take  place. 

But  the  termination  of  the  War  between  the  American  States  and  the  Indians, 
especially  if  effected  thro’  our  Mediation,  would  beyond  a  doubt,  not  only  facilitate 
beyond  all  other  means  the  execution  of  the  present  Treaty,  but  would  materially 
enlarge  and  improve  the  Advantages  proposed  to  be  derived  from  it  by  all  Parties. 

You  are  already  acquainted  with  the  uniform  wishes  and  endeavours  of  His 
Majesty’s  Government  to  bring  about  a  termination  of  this  War,  and  I  now  enclose 
to  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Mr.  Hammond  on  this  Subject, 
which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  further  into  it,  than  to  signify  to  you 
my  earnest  desire,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  His  Majesty’s  other  Confidential 
Servants,  that  conformable  to  the  contents  of  the  within  Letter  from  Lord  Grenville, 
you  should  use  your  best  endeavours  in  concert  and  conjunction  with  Mr.  Hammond 
and  Lord  Dorchester,  for  the  attainment  of  an  object  so  advantageous  to  all  Parties 
concerned  as  the  termination  of  the  present  Hostilities  between  the  American  States 
and  the  Indians.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Portland. 

Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe. 

FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  OLIVER  ELLSWORTH. 

London,  19th  November,  1794. 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  negotiation  is  terminated  by  a  treaty.  It  will,  with  this  letter,  go  by  the 
packet,  which,  in  expectation  of  this  event  has  been  detained  above  a  week. 

In  my  opinion  we  have  reason  to  be  satisfied.  It  is  expedient  that  the  rati¬ 
fication  should  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed.  The  best  disposition  towards  us 
prevails  in  the  cabinet,  and  I  hope  they  will  have  reason  to  be  content  with  the 
delicacy  and  propriety  of  our  conduct  towards  them  and  the  nation.  Further 
concessions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  attained.  The 
minister  flatters  himself  that  this  treaty  will  be  very  acceptable  to  our  country,  and 
that  some  of  the  articles  in  it  will  be  received  as  unequivocal  proofs  of  good-will. 
We  have  industriously  united  our  efforts  to  remove  difficulties,  and  fewT  men  would 
have  persevered  in  such  a  dry,  perplexing  business,  with  so  much  patience  and 
temper  as  he  has  done. 

I  could  write  you  a  long  letter  on  these  topics,  but  I  have  not  time.  Believe 
me  &c.  John  Jay. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

London,  19th  November,  1794. 

Dear  Sir : 

The  letter  which  I  wrote  you  on  the  29th  October  last,  contained  the  following 
paragraph,  viz: 

“I  am  authorized  by  Lord  Grenville  to  assure  you  in  the  most  explicit  terms 
that  no  instructions  to  stimulate  or  promote  hostilities  by  the  Indians  against 
the  United  States,  have  been  sent  to  the  king’s  officers  n  Canada.  I  am  preparing 
an  official  representation  to  him  on  this  subject,  and  he  will  give  me  an  official 
answer  to  it;  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  in  season  to  forward  by  this  vessel  (for 
letters  after  this  day  will  be  too  late  to  go  by  her),  his  Lordship  has  permitted  me 
to  make  this  informal  communication  to  you  for  your  satisfaction.  I  am  to  lay 
before  him  a  statement  of  the  evidences  relative  to  the  interferences  complained 
of,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  sent  to  Canada,  and  strict  enquiry  made  into  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  and  facts  in  question.” 

My  time  and  thoughts  have  ever  since  continued  to  be  so  entirely  engrossed 
by  the  treaty  which  is  now  concluded,  and  was  this  day  signed,  as  that  it  really 
has  not  been  in  my  power  to  finish  and  present  this  representation. 

As  to  the  treaty  it  must  speak  for  itself.  A  hasty  letter  which  I  have  written 
to  Mr.  Randolph,  contains  some  remarks  on  a  few  of  the  articles  in  it.  That  letter 
is  far  from  being  so  particular  as  I  could  wish,  but  I  cannot  help  it.  My  whole  time 
has  been  employed.  To  do  more  was  not  possible.  I  wish  that  I  could  accompany 
the  treaty,  but  I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  expose  myself  to  the  severities  of  a  winter’s 
voyage. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  return;  for  although  I  have  every  other  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  my  situation,  yet  I  am  not  at  home.  I  ought  not  to  conceal 
from  you  that  the  confidence  reposed  in  your  personal  character  was  visible  and 
useful  throughout  the  negotiation. 

If  there  is  not  a  good  disposition  in  the  far  greater  part  of  the  cabinet  and  nation 
towards  us,  I  am  exceedingly  deceived.  I  do  not  mean  an  ostensible  and  temporiz¬ 
ing,  but  a  real  good  disposition.  I  wish  it  may  have  a  fair  trial. 

John  Jay. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  152-3.) 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

London,  19th  November,  1794. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

My  task  is  done;  whether  finis  coronat  opus,  the  president,  senate,  and  public 
will  decide. 

This  letter  goes  by  the  packet,  and  the  treaty  with  it;  some  parts  of  it  require 
elucidation  to  common  readers.  I  have  not  time  for  comments;  Lord  Grenville 
is  anxious  to  dismiss  the  packet;  I  therefore  write  in  haste.  If  this  treaty  fails, 
I  despair  of  another.  If  satisfactory,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  public  opinion 
be  not  misled  respecting  it,  for  this  reason  the  sooner  it  is  ratified  and  published 
the  better.  I  really  think  the  good  disposition  of  this  country  should  be  cherished. 
I  came  here  in  the  moment  of  exultation  and  triumph  on  account  of  Lord  Howe’s 
victory.  From  that  day  to  this  I  have  experienced  no  change  in  sentiments  or 
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conduct  relative  to  the  negotiation.  I  must,  though  not  without  reluctance, 
conclude;  not  being  fit  for  a  winter  voyage,  I  shall  stay  here  till  spring.  Indeed, 
I  shall  want  repairs  before  I  am  quite  fit  for  any  voyage.  God  bless  you. 

Yours, 

John  Jay. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  p.  153.) 


FROM  LORD  GRENVILLE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Downing  Street,  20  Nov.  1794. 
Sir: 

In  the  course  of  my  late  negotiation  with  Mr.  Jay,  much  discussion  took  place 
between  us  with  respect  to  the  Indian  War,  now  subsisting  on  the  North  West 
Frontier  of  the  United  States.  It  was  extremely  evident  that  nothing  could  be 
more  desirable  under  the  present  circumstances  and  with  a  view  to  the  realization 
of  those  advantages  which  may  be  reciprocally  expected  from  the  Treaty  now  con¬ 
cluded,  than  that  this  War  should  be  brought  to  a  termination,  and  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  some  of  the  points  which  may  still  lead  to  animosity  and  hostility  was 
impeded  by  its  continuation.  In  conformity  therefore  with  these  sentiments  and 
with  the  uniform  line  of  conduct  which  His  Majesty  has  pursued  on  this  subject, 
I  did  not  hesitate  to  propose  to  Mr.  Jay,  the  mediation  of  His  Majesty  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  bringing  these  differences  to  a  conclusion,  and  I  referred  in  general  Terms 
to  the  fact  of  your  having  been  before  authorized  to  consent  to  this  measure  if  a 
favorable  opening  had  been  afforded  you  for  it. 

Mr.  Jay  appeared  to  be  by  no  means  disinclined  to  adopt  this  proposal;  but 
no  step  of  that  nature  was  concluded  upon,  as  he  did  not  think  himself  sufficiently 
authorized  by  his  Instructions  and  as  he  conceived  that  in  the  present  state  of 
acrimony  and  warmth,  which  prevails  in  America  in  respect  to  this  Country,  and 
particularly  on  the  subject  of  the  Indian  War,  it  might  not  perhaps  be  attended 
with  the  success  which  might  be  looked  for  under  more  favourable  circumstances. 

The  success  of  a  plan  of  this  nature  is  however,  a  matter  of  such  importance, 
with  a  view  both  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Harmony  and  Union  which  this  Govern¬ 
ment  is  desirous  of  cultivating  with  that  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  the 
particular  and  local  interest  of  Canada,  that  I  must  desire  that  you  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  conferring  upon  it,  confidentially,  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  of 
suggesting  to  him  the  advantages  with  which  it  is  likely  to  be  attended  to  both 
parties  not  only  by  the  termination  of  the  present  hostilities  in  which  the  United 
States  are  engaged,  but  by  affording  immediate  facilities  for  the  operation  of  the 
recent  Treaty  and  for  the  adjustment  of  several  points  connected  with  it,  which  as 
Mr.  Jay  will  probably  have  informed  his  Government,  we  have  discussed,  but  were 
obliged  to  postpone  from  the  impossibility  of  bringing  them  to  any  satisfactory 
issue  during  the  continuance  of  the  Indian  War.  Should  you  find  from  your 
intercourse  with  Mr.  Hamilton  that  the  American  Government  is  disposed  to  adopt 
such  a  proposal,  the  proper  steps  for  carrying  it  into  execution  may  be  immediately 
taken,  and  even  should  he  express  any  disinclination  on  their  part  to  enter  into  any 
public  stipulation  to  that  effect,  such  an  arrangement  might  be  settled  between 
him  and  yourself,  by  a  secret  understanding  or  agreement  to  be  communicated  to 
Lord  Dorchester  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe.  It  is  particularly  desirable 
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for  reasons  with  which  you  are  not  unacquainted,  that  this  matter  should  be  ad¬ 
justed  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned  before  the  evacuation  of  the  Posts  takes 
place.  If  therefore  any  favourable  opening  is  given  for  the  Execution  of  such  a 
plan  you  will  communicate  it  without  delay  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe, 
and  you  will  take  Lord  Dorchester’s  opinion  and  his  as  to  the  terms  on  which  it 
is  probable  that  any  arrangement  would  be  concluded  with  the  Indians,  and  as  to 
the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  whatever  may  be  done  as  the  result  of 
your  joint  opinions  on  this  subject  will  be  approved  by  His  Majesty’s  Government. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  wishing  that  the  discussion  of  this  important  busi¬ 
ness  may  if  possible  pass  between  you  and  Mr.  Hamilton  without  any  communica¬ 
tion  of  it  being  made  to  Mr.  Randolph,  at  least  till  it  shall  have  been  brought  to 
a  State  in  which  it  may  be  rendered  public,  as  the  whole  conduct  of  that  Gentleman 
since  his  first  appointment  to  the  Official  Situation  he  now  holds  has  given  the 
greatest  dissatisfaction  here,  and  particularly  as  with  respect  to  the  Indian  War 
and  the  unfounded  assertions  on  this  subject  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  bring 
forward  in  his  correspondence  with  you,  and  to  circulate  thro’  the  whole  of  the 
Country  by  the  publication  of  that  Correspondence. 

I  have  not  failed  to  express  to  Mr.  Jay  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  on  this  conduct  of  the  American  Secretary  of  State;  and  I  think  it  is  not 
improbable  that  Mr.  Jay  will  represent  it  in  a  proper  point  of  view  to  His  Govern¬ 
ment;  but  in  order  to  put  the  business  on  a  proper  footing  and  to  remove  any 
impressions  which  may  have  been  made  in  America  by  such  false  representations, 
it  has  been  agreed  by  Mr.  Jay  and  me  that  he  shall  write  me  a  letter  on  this  subject, 
in  answer  to  which  I  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  disclaiming  the  fact  of  any  in¬ 
structions  having  ever  been  given  from  hence  to  stir  up  the  Indians  against  the 
United  States. 

You  will  observe  that  what  I  have  hitherto  stated  applies  with  equal  force 
to  almost  any  mode  by  which  the  Indian  War  may  be  terminated,  but  it  is  much 
to  be  desired,  that  this  object  should  be  accomplished  by  the  assistance  and  through 
the  mediation  of  this  Country,  you  will  therefore  not  fail  to  exert  jmurself  to  the 
utmost  to  bring  forward  this  point,  which  must  however  be  done  with  Caution 
and  delicacy,  as  too  great  an  eagerness  on  our  part  may  give  room  to  unfounded 
jealousies  on  that  of  the  American  Government.  The  strongest  inducement  to 
be  held  out  to  that  Government  will  be  the  showing  them  that  if  the  Indian  War 
should  be  satisfactorily  concluded  by  the  interference  of  His  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  in  America,  it  would  naturally  follow  that  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
might  then  enter  into  a  mutual  Guarantee  of  such  an  arrangement. 

D. 

To  Mr.  Hammond. 


A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  TO  HIS  FRIEND,  DESCRIPTIVE 
OF  THE  DIFFERENT  SETTLEMENTS  IN  THE  PROVINCE 

OF  UPPER  CANADA. 

New  York,  20th  Nov.  1794. 

My  Dear  Friend: 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  from  this  city,  in  which  I  gave  you 
a  particular  description  of  the  lands  in  this  State,  and  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
together  with  the  mode  of  settlement,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be 
purchased,  I  have  made  a  tour  through  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  shall 
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endeavour  to  give  you  a  particular  and  impartial  account  of  that  country,  so  far 
as  I  have  travelled  through  it,  with  its  laws,  government,  and  commercial  advan¬ 
tages.  In  my  letter  from  Albany,  I  mentioned  that  I  went  to  that  city  by  water, 
from  thence  I  proceeded  to  Schenectady,  fifteen  miles,  by  stage.  Schenectady  is 
a  handsomely  situated  little  town,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  river,  inhabited 
mostly  by  Low-Dutch;  but  from  the  appearance  of  the  place,  one  would  imagine  it 
a  deserted  village,  the  houses  being  generally  old,  small,  and  mostly  shut  up,  but 
surrounded  by  the  finest  flats  of  intervale  land  you  can  possibly  imagine  which 
continue  to  the  source  of  that  river.  The  desolate  appearance  of  this  town  was 
accounted  for  to  me  by  the  current  of  Indian  trade  turning  down  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  since  the  revolution.  It  has,  however,  the  prospect  of  becoming  a 
flourishing  place,  ere  long,  by  the  vast  increase  of  the  settlements  to  the  west  of 
it,  the  produce  of  which  must  centre  there. — At  this  place  I  took  an  open  boat, 
navigated  by  three  men,  in  which  I  passed  to  Lake  Ontario,  without  any  other 
interruptions  than  two  short  portages,  one  at  the  little  falls  of  half  a  mile,  round 
which  they  are  now  cutting  a  canal;  the  other  of  one  mile,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  about 
one  hundred  miles  west  of  Schenectady;  at  which  place,  we  leave  the  Mohawk 
river,  and  descend  the  current  to  Oswego,  one  hundred  miles  more  to  the  west, 
where  the  British  hold  a  post  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  Ontario,  commanded  by  a 
captain,  from  whom  I  received  every  mark  of  civility  and  attention.  A  custom-house 
officer  is  also  stationed  there,  to  prevent  an  illicit  trade  being  carried  on  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies.  No  merchandize  in,  nor  furs  out,  are 
permitted  to  pass  this  post  without  a  passport  from  the  governor  of  Upper  Canada, 
but  settlers  moving  into  that  province  to  reside,  are  permitted  indiscriminately 
to  pass  with  all  utensils  of  husbandry,  household  furniture,  and  stores  for  their 
own  consumption. — The  high  prices  which  hatters’  fur  command  in  the  United 
States,  is  the  only  inducement  I  conceive  for  smuggling  past  that  post;  for  except 
a  few  articles  imported  from  the  East-Indies,  I  found  the  retail  shops  at  Kingston 
and  Niagara,  selling  as  low,  and  many  articles,  particularly  woolens,  lower  than  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.* 

From  Oswego,  vessels  sail  to  Niagara,  Kingston,  and  any  other  port  on  the 
Lake;  but  settlers  more  frequently  continue  along  the  south  shore  of  the  Lake  to 
Niagara,  about  one  hundred  miles,  in  the  same  open  boats  which  bring  them  hither, 
as  they  are  generally  manned  by  themselves.  But  finding  a  vessel  here  ready  to 
sail  for  Kingston,  I  dismissed  my  boatmen,  and  embarked  in  her  for  that  place, 
about  twelve  hours  sail. 

Kingston  is  a  new,  but  growing  town,  situated  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Lake 
Ontario,  where  that  Lake  empties  itself,  and  forms  the  river  St.  Laurence,  the  banks 
of  which  are  thick  settled  down  to  Lake  St.  Francois,  where  the  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  are  divided.  This  river  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  one 
hundred  tons,  and  upwards,  to  Oswegatchie,  seventy  miles  below  Kingston;  but 
vessels  seldom  go  down  the  river,  as  the  fort  which  is  at  Kingston,  serves  as  a  deposit 
for  all  the  public  stores,  provision,  and  merchandize  for  the  upper  posts. 

The  land  immediately  about  Kingston,  is  covered  by  valuable  quarries  of 
lime-stone,  and  thro’  all  the  settlements  round  it  are  plenty  of  thin  valuable  stones, 
wdiich  are  considered  by  the  inhabitants,  rather  as  an  acquisition  than  detriment 
to  their  plantation.  The  most  flourishing  part  of  this  settlement  is  round  the  Bay 
of  Kenty,  the  soil  of  which  is  rich,  easy  worked,  and  produces  from  one  to  three 
crops,  without  any  other  cultivation  than  what  is  done  by  the  iron  tooth  harrow, 
and  yields  from  twenty  to  forty  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre; — those  lands  are 

*This  was  written  previous  to  the  late  Treaty. 
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somewhat  heavy  timbered,  having  vast  quantities  of  the  sugar  maple,  hickory 
and  bass  wood,  and  in  some  places,  white  pines  of  a  surprising  height;  but  where 
the  latter  grows,  the  land  is  more  sandy,  and  although  it  is  warm,  sweet  land,  it 
is  not  so  stony  as  the  maple  or  oak  land.  This  Bay  is  70  miles  in  length,  beginning 
about  twenty  miles  southwest  from  Kingston,  leaving  a  neck  of  land  from  two  to 
twelve  miles  wide,  between  it  and  the  Lake,  all  of  which  is  settled,  and  round  the 
whole  Bay  so  thick  settled,  that  their  improvements  already  meet,  and  form  the 
appearance  of  a  beautiful  old  settled  country.  This  Bay  and  the  creeks  emptying 
into  it,  abound  in  great  quantities  of  wild  fowl,  and  fish  of  various  kinds. 

From  Kingston  I  proceeded  to  Niagara,  in  a  schooner  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
tons  burthen  across  this  little  sea  of  fresh  water;  a  sea  it  may  be  justly  called, 
for  we  were  a  great  part  of  the  time  for  three  days  out  of  sight  of  the  land ;  though 
passages  have  been  made  in  twenty  hours ;  we  enter  the  Niagara  river  between  the 
fort  and  the  town  called  Newark,  with  a  beautiful  prospect  of  both. 

The  fort  stands  in  a  commanding  situation,  on  a  point  formed  by  the  junction 
of  the  river  and  lake,  and  is  a  regular  fortification,  in  good  repair,  and  well  garrisoned. 

The  mouth  of  this  river,  affords  a  safe  and  copious  harbor,  sufficiently  large 
for  half  the  British  navy. 

The  town  of  Newark  is  situate  in  lat.  43  north,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  extending  along  the  Lake  about  a  mile,  enjoying  in  the  summer,  the  fresh 
breezes  from  this  little  sea,  in  almost  every  direction,  plentifully  supplied  with 
fish  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  In  the  winter  here  are  caught  by  seines,  quantities 
of  white  fish,  which  seem  to  be  peculiar  to  that  river,  they  are  generally  from  two 
to  six  pounds  weight,  and  are  considered  the  best  fish  in  the  lakes;  besides,  there 
are  sturgeon,  bass,  and  many  other  excellent  fish,  in  great  plenty;  salmon  are  taken 
in  all  the  creeks  round  the  Lake;  these  varieties  of  fish  are  not  only  esteemed  a  lux¬ 
ury,  but  a  great  assistance  to  the  new  beginners  in  supporting  their  families, 
many  laying  in  a  half  a  dozen  barrels  or  more  for  their  winters’  use. 

The  land  about  the  town  of  Newark,  though  not  so  good  as  the  land  further 
back,  is  well  inhabited  each  way  upwards  of  fifty  miles  around. — What  gave  me 
a  more  particular  knowledge  of  this  settlement  was,  being  intimate  with  the  Pur¬ 
veyor-General,  a  gentleman  of  liberal  education,  good  information,  and  indefatig¬ 
able  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  by  which  means  he  has  collected  notes,  from  the 
different  field-books  of  his  deputies,  of  the  soil,  timber,  and  streams,  of  all  that 
country,  and  in  such  parts  as  I  went  over,  I  found  his  notes  very  correct,  and  by 
no  means  exaggerated.  In  many  places  there  is  little  more  for  the  farmer  to  do, 
than  cut  a  sufficiency  of  timber  to  fence  his  fields,  girdle  or  ring  the  remainder,  and 
put  in  the  harrow,  for  in  few  places  only  is  it  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  plough, 
till  the  second  or  third  crop,  there  being  little  or  no  underbrush;  yet  in  many  places 
there  is  beautiful  white  pine,  oak,  and  black  walnut  timber;  sugar-wood  which  is 
also  found  here  in  great  plenty,  mixed  with  beach,  hickory,  and  bass  wood. 

At  Newark  resides  the  Governor,  whose  character  is  well  known  in  England, 
and  is  deservedly  held  here  in  high  estimation. — Here  are  also  most  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  government,  besides  many  other  gentlemen  of  respectability,  who 
form  a  very  intelligent  and  agreeable  society. 

Besides  Newark  there  are  several  important  situations  in  this  part  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  which  bid  fair  to  become  places  of  consequence,  the  most  distinguished  of 
which  are  the  landing  places  at  each  end  of  the  portage,  Fort  Erie,  the  head  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  York,  called  by  the  natives,  Toronto. 

The  lower  landing  or  Queenston,  is  about  seven  miles  up  the  river  from  Newark, 
where  the  vessels  discharge  their  cargoes,  and  take  in  furs  collected  from  three  to 
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one  thousand  five  hundred  miles  back;  there  I  have  seen  four  vessels  of  sixty  and 
one  hundred  tons  burden  unloading  at  the  same  time,  and  sometimes  not  less  than 
sixty  waggons  loaded  in  a  day,  which  loads  they  carry  ten  miles  to  the  upper  landing 
place  or  Chippawa  creek,  three  miles  past  the  great  falls. — This  portage  is  an 
increasing  source  of  wealth  to  the  farmers  for  many  miles  round,  who  carry  from 
twenty  to  thirty  hundred  weight,  for  which  they  get  one  shilling  and  eight  pence 
N.  York  currency,  per  hundred  weight,  and  load  back  with  furs,  &c. — From  Chip¬ 
pawa  the  merchandize  is  transported  in  batteaux  to  Fort  Erie,  a  distance  of  eighteen 
miles,  and  are  shipped  there  on  board  of  vessels  for  Detroit  and  Michilimackinac. — 
Detroit,  I  was  told,  was  a  pleasant  country,  though  a  low  and  marshy  soil,  more 
noted  for  its  fur  trade  than  its  agriculture. 

At  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  about  fifty  miles  west  from  Newark,  a  small 
town  is  laid  out  and  stores  are  building,  being  a  central  place  between  Newark, 
York  and  Detroit,  from  hence  a  road  of  twenty-two  miles  to  the  grand  river  is  cut 
out,  and  crosses  that  river  about  fifty  miles  above  its  entrance  into  Lake  Erie, 
and  continues  in  a  southern  direction  to  the  river  La  Tranche,  now  called  the 
Thames,  which  empties  itself  into  Lake  St.  Clair,  about  twenty  miles  above  Detroit. 
Settlements  are  making  on  this  road,  and  along  the  river  Thames,  partial  ones  are 
made  for  an  extent  of  eighty  or  ninety  miles  in  length. — On  these  two  rivers  are 
extensive  open  flats  of  land,  equal  to  those  of  the  Mohawk  river,  on  which  may  be 
cut  a  sufficiency  of  hay  for  many  thousand  head  of  cattle  yearly;  the  lands  on  this 
road  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  in  many  places  light  timbered,  in  others 
covered  with  thrifty  oak,  black  walnut,  sugar  maple,  beach  and  lindar. 

York  formerly  Toronto,  is  situate  on  the  best  harbour  round  the  Lake,  opposite 
Niagara,  and  about  forty  miles  distant  across  the  Lake,  but  round  by  land  near 
one  hundred  miles,  along  the  shore  of  which  great  quantities  of  fish  are  caught; 
a  town  is  here  in  great  forwardness,  and  should  the  seat  of  government  be  removed 
from  Newark  thence,  as  is  contemplated,  it  will  soon  become  a  flourishing  place. — 
From  this  a  road  is  cut  out  across  to  Lake  Simcoe,  or  the  Rice  Lakes,1  thirty-three 
miles,  the  outlet  of  which  empties  itself  into  Lake  Huron,  a  distance  of  forty-five 
miles  from  Lake  Simcoe,  thirty-six  miles  in  length;  this  rout  affords  an  easy  com¬ 
munication  with  Michilimackinac. — From  York  to  that  Lake,  a  tier  of  lots  of  two 
hundred  acres  each,  is  laid  out  on  each  side  of  this  road,  called  Dundas-street,2 
granted  on  the  express  condition  of  building  and  improving  on  them,  within  one 
year  from  the  time  they  are  taken  up;  many  of  these  are  built  upon  and  occupied. 

On  the  east  side  and  joining  the  rear  of  these  lots  is  a  settlement  of  near  one 
hundred  German  families,  on  an  excellent  tract  of  land,  much  of  which  is  open, 
white  oak  woods;  these  Germans  came  on  this  summer,  furnished  with  every  thing 
to  make  their  situation  comfortable  and  enable  them  to  improve  their  land  to 
advantage,  and  no  doubt  in  a  short  time  will  make  a  fine  settlement;  they  are 
supported  by  a  company  who  have  liberally  supplied  them  with  teams,  farming 
utensils  and  provisions,  sent  them  a  clergyman  of  their  own  country,  and  are  about 
to  build  them  mills,  a  church,  and  a  school-house. 

If  this  generous  example  was  with  equal  spirit  followed  by  a  few  more  com¬ 
panies,  it  would  add  to  the  population  of  the  country,  more  than  any  other  mode 
yet  pursued. — There  is  still  plenty  of  vacant  lands  of  the  best  kind,  and  such  as 
shew  a  disposition  to  settle  and  improve  them,  meet  from  the  Governor  every 
encouragement  they  merit,  who  makes  liberal  grants  to  all  such  as  do  actually 

1  Some  confusion  occurs  here  with  Rice  Lake,  fifty  miles  east  of  Lake  Simcoe,  the  latter 
never  having  been  called  the  Rice  Lakes. 

2  A  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  author  for  Yonge  Street. 
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bring  on  settlers,  and  prove  themselves  desirous  of  promoting  the  interest  of  the 
country,  the  whole  of  which  is  well  adapted  for  raising  wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  other 
summer  grain ;  flax  (where  the  land  has  borne  a  few  other  crops)  succeeds  remarkably 
well,  and  the  face  of  the  country  yields  grass  in  abundance;  hops  of  a  good  quality 
grow  here  spontaneously,  also  a  variety  of  wild  fruits  such  as  plumbs,  mulberry, 
blackberry,  strawberry,  raspberry,  and  grapes. — Orchards  are  in  great  forwardness, 
for  the  age  of  the  settlement,  some  of  which  already  bear  fruit. — Peaches,  cherries, 
and  currants  are  plenty  among  all  the  first  settlers.— The  farmers  raise  a  great 
quantity  of  pork,  without  any  other  expense  than  a  little  Indian  corn,  for  a  few 
weeks  previous  to  killing,  and  often  kill  their  hogs  out  of  the  woods,  well  fatted 
on  nuts.  In  many  places  salt  springs  have  been  discovered,  and  some  of  them 
are  already  worked  to  such  advantage  that  in  all  probability  that  article,  which 
generally  comes  heavy  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country,  may  in  a  short  time  be 
afforded  here  as  low  as  in  many  of  the  old  settled  places  in  the  United  States. — 
Many  valuable  streams  for  water  works,  run  in  every  direction  through  this  coun¬ 
try;  and  upon  some  of  them  are  mills  built,  which  prove  very  lucrative  to  the  owners, 
particularly  saw-mills,  from  the  quantity  of  good  timber  and  great  demand  of  boards, 
as  more  buildings  are  going  on  than  carpenters  and  masons  can  be  found  to  finish: 
Stones  being  scarce,  bricks  are  generally  used  in  mason  work. 

This  settlement  was  begun  by  a  few  disbanded  troops  after  the  peace  of  1783, 
and  being  but  little  known  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  had  imbibed 
an  opinion  that  it  wras  entirely  under  controul  of  the  military,  few  emigrants  bent 
their  course  this  way,  till  they  were  convinced  of  the  civil  government  being  well 
established,  and  upon  a  constitution  happily  adapted  to  the  minds  of  the  people, 
since  which  numbers  of  respectable  inhabitants  have  come  in  from  the  different 
States.  Some  of  whom  have  come  in  their  waggons  quite  from  North  Carolina, 
but  as  there  is  a  space  of  country,  for  about  70  miles,  between  the  Niagara  and  the 
Genesee  country,  where  the  roads  are  not  sufficiently  open  for  waggons,  they  trans¬ 
port  them  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Niagara  in  boats.— However,  this  ob¬ 
struction  will  probably  be  soon  removed,  when  it  will  be  a  pleasant  jaunt  to  get  into 
a  carriage  at  Niagara,  and  drive  to  this  city,  which  may  be  effected  without  diffi¬ 
culty,  in  about  two  weeks,  particularly  by  sleighs  in  winter. — The  mode  of  settlement 
generally  pursued  here,  and  which  seems  best  calculated  to  save  expence,  is  by  two, 
three  or  more  men  coming  on  in  the  summer,  who  throw  up  a  log-house  each,  put 
in  a  field  of  wheat,  and  return  for  their  families,  which  they  bring  on  the  following 
spring,  by  the  rout  before  described  past  Oswego,  if  by  w'ater;  but  such  as  come  by 
land,  bring  their  families  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  there  take  boat,  and 
send  their  cattle  by  land.  This  country  from  the  reduction  till  the  year  1790, 
wras  included  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  from  the  year  1774,  the  civil  adminis¬ 
tration  was  vested  in  a  Governor  and  Legislative  Council,  at  that  time  best  adapted 
to  the  ideas  of  the  people,  who  were  most  entirely  French,  and  from  prejudice, 
preferred  that  form  of  government,  being  most  analogous  to  what  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  prior  to  the  conquest  of  Canada,  but  at  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
dissensions  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  Upper  Canada,  then  called  the  back 
posts,  was  held  out  as  an  assylum  to  those  who  had  adhered  to  the  unity  of  the 
British  empire,  and  who  generally  came  under  the  denomination  of  loyalists. — 
From  the  peace  to  the  year  1790,  government  delegated  to  land  boards  the  power 
of  granting  lands  to  any  applicants,  if  men  of  morality  and  sobriety. 

In  the  year  1790,  the  wisdom  of  the  British  government,  was  eminently 
evinced  in  dividing  that  large  country,  into  two  separate  governments,  and  granting 
to  each  a  constitution,  on  the  most  liberal  and  disinterested  principles,  a  constitu- 
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tionfor  freedomand  therights  of  man,  perhaps  unequalled  in  the  historic  page,  with 
all  the  advantages,  enjoyed  by  the  British  colonies  in  America  previous  to  the 
revolution,  and  with  many  additions,  the  British  parliament  having  forever  re¬ 
nounced  the  right  of  taxation— Here  no  man’s  property  for  any  cause  whatever,  is 
taxed,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  British  government  most  generously  paying  for 
even  the  surveying  of  lands,  and  the  whole  support  of  the  civil  establishment. 

You  will  naturally  wonder,  how  with  all  these  advantages  this  country  has 
hitherto  escaped  the  notice  and  keen  observation  of  the  Land  Speculators,  and  the 
eulogiums  of  Pamphleteers,  too  frequently  the  hired  and  useful  assistants  of  the 
former  class  of  men,  but  this  I  have  found  is  accounted  for  on  the  best  of  principles. 
The  Indians  being  undoubtedly  the  original  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  it  ever  has 
and  continues  to  be  the  policy  of  the  British  government  to  extinguish  their  right, 
by  fair  and  equitable  purchases.  Large  purchases  of  this  kind  has  been  made  from 
time  to  time  by  government,  as  the  population  of  the  country  required,  and  as 
yet  there  is  not  a  single  instance  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Indians;  having 
thus  liberally  paid  them  for  their  lands,  very  advantageous  terms  are  held  out  to 
actual  settlers,  (the  only  class  which  at  first  can  enrich  any  country)  who  get  a 
grant  of  two  hundred  acres  each.  However  for  the  encouragement  of  men,  com¬ 
manding  the  means  of  improving  on  a  large  scale,  by  proper  application  they  get 
a  handsome  additional  quantity.  By  this  means  the  substantial  farmer  becomes 
the  inhabitant,  and  large  tracts  to  the  detriment  of  any  country,  never  he  waste. 

Had  I  not  resolved  on  examining  minutely  for  myself,  I  should  never  have 
become  acquainted  with  a  country,  which  for  richness  of  soil,  agriculture  and  trade, 
in  fact  every  thing  that  will  conduce  to  make  an  industrious  man  happy,  yielding 
to  none  I  have  yet  seen. 

Niagara  is  at  present  the  temporary  seat  of  government,  a  legislative  council, 
and  house  of  assembly  chosen  by  the  people;  here  annually  in  the  month  of  May, 
they  meet  for  the  purpose  of  legislation— Members  of  the  assembly  are  chosen 
for  four  years,  and  have  already  sat  three  sessions. — In  this  time  they  have  made 
many  wholesome  and  necessary  laws. — Weekly  courts,  called  courts  of  request, 
are  held  throughout  the  province,  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,  who  have  cognizance 
of  all  debts  under  half  a  Joe;  there  are  also  district  courts  every  three  months,  in 
which  a  judge  presides,  and  gives  trial  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  in  sums  not  exceeding 
twenty-four  pounds  Y.  currency,  whose  judgment  is  unappealable,  and  all  sums 
above  that  are  tried  by  a  jury  before  the  chief  justice  and  two  associate  judges, 
who  make  an  annual  circuit  through  the  province;  from  them  is  an  appeal  to  the 
governor  and  council. — The  people  have  it  fully  in  their  power  to  regulate  all  local 
matters  which  respect  their  several  towns,  such  as  constables,  pathmasters,  and 
other  town  officers,  in  the  same  manner  as  formerly  in  the  other  colonies,  now 
United  States  of  America.— The  militia  in  the  several  districts  have  an  annual 
meeting,  and  all  males  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  forty-five  are  mustered,  except 
the  Friends,  Tunkers,  and  Menonists,  and  those  of  that  religious  description, 
who  are  exempted  from  bearing  arms.  In  short,  Sir,  it  would  swell  a  letter  to  too 
great  a  bulk,  to  give  a  more  minute  account  of  the  local  laws  that  have  been  already 
made  for  the  public  good,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  with  respect  to  that  government 
and  its  laws,  its  administration  is  conducted  with  every  wish  and  attention  to  render 
the  situation  of  those  who  may  settle  under  it  comfortable  and  happy,  being 
neither  land  tax,  quit-rent,  or  any  other  tax  whatever  excepting  the  county  rates, 
to  be  paid  by  the  freeholders,  for  the  regulation  of  the  internal  police. 

The  noble  river  St.  Laurence  supplies  this  country  for  an  extent  of  two  thousand 
miles,  with  commercial  advantages  inferior  to  none  on  this  side  of  the  atlantic. 
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Conceive  to  yourself  vessels  of  six  hundred  tons  burthen,  unloading  all  kinds  of 
British  goods  at  the  port  of  Montreal,  five  hundred  miles  from  the  sea,  and  again 
receiving  in  return,  furs  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  is  known  to  the  westward,  and  the  waters  emptying  into  Lake  Superior  from 
the  northward. — This  town,  when  the  banks  of  the  different  lakes  and  rivers  are 
settled  by  husbandmen,  which  is  at  no  distant  period,  must  have  a  vast  increase 
of  trade,  for  without  doubt  all  British  manufactures,  thro’  these  vast  water  com¬ 
munications,  will  come  much  cheaper,  through  the  whole  course  of  its  windings, 
than  can  be  afforded  from  any  other  quarter.  Goods  on  importation  being  liable 
to  no  duty,  which  will  undoubtedly  give  this  country  a  vast  advantage  over  the 
new  settlements  that  I  described  in  my  former  letters;  indeed  nature  points  out 
this  place  as  the  emporium  of  trade  for  the  people  inhabiting  both  sides  of  these 
lakes  and  rivers  emptying  into  them,  as  far  as  they  extend  to  the  west.  From 
Montreal,  boats,  called  by  the  Canadians  batteaux,  containing  twenty-five  barrels 
bulk,  are  worked  by  four  men  to  Kingston,  a  distance  of  nigh  two  hundred  miles 
up  the  river  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  days,  and  again  return  in  three,  loaded 
with  furs,  potash,  and  other  produce  of  the  country. — Vessels,  generally  schooners, 
receive  the  goods  at  Kingston,  and  convey  them  in  a  short  time,  to  the  landing  or 
Queenston,  below  the  great  falls  of  Niagara.  Here  the  portage  gives  employment 
to  a  number  of  teams  in  transporting  them  to  Chipawa,  as  before  described; — 
they  are  again  received  at  Fort  Erie  in  vessels  of  the  same  burthen  as  formerly, 
which  navigate  all  Lake  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan.  The  expences  incurred 
during  all  this  rout  are  comparatively  trifling,  as  you  will  observe  there  is  but  one 
portage,  and  that  only  ten  miles  in  the  course  of  this  communication.  And  when 
one  reflects  on  the  temperate  climate,  rich  soil,  and  other  natural  advantages  of 
this  interior  country,  you  anticipate  a  great  population  in  a  short  time. — The 
streights  of  Niagara,  from  its  peculiar  situation,  being  the  channel  through  which 
all  the  produce  of  the  vast  country  above  must  pass,  is  looked  forward  to  as  a  place 
of  the  first  consequence,  and  where  a  farmer  will  at  all  times  find  a  market  for  his 
produce,  the  transport  being  easy  from  thence  to  the  Atlantic. — Here  have  I  seen 
with  amazement  that  famed  cataract,  which  exceeds  every  description  I  have  ever 
heard  of  it,  but  it  would  be  idle  in  me  to  pretend  to  give  you  an  idea  of  it — It  strikes 
the  eye  with  more  grandeur  and  sublimity  than  the  pen  can  convey. — Amongst 
many  other  natural  curiosities,  a  spring  about  two  miles  above  these  falls,  attracts 
the  attention  of  the  curious, — emitting  a  gas,  or  inflammable  air,  which  when 
confined  in  a  pipe,  and  a  flame  applied  to  it,  will  boil  the  water  of  a  tea-kettle  in 
15  minutes: — Whether  this  may  hereafter  be  applied  by  machinery  to  useful 
purposes,  time  wall  determine. 

It  was  lately  discovered  in  clearing  away  and  burning  the  brush  under  the 
bank  of  the  river,  to  erect  a  mill,  and  was  observed  after  the  brush  was  consumed 
to  burn  for  days  together,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  inhabitants. 

About  300  miles  west  of  this  is  Fort  Detroit,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the 
streights  between  Lake  Erie  and  Huron,  around  which  a  French  settlement  was 
established  before  the  reduction  of  the  province,  but  attending  more  to  the  Indian 
trade  than  agriculture,  made  but  little  progress  as  farmers.  The  English  settle¬ 
ments  lately  begun  on  the  opposite  shore  are  already  in  a  higher  state  of  cultivation ; 
however,  the  French  have  fine  orchards,  from  which  Niagara  is  at  present  supplied 
with  cyder  and  apples.  About  one  hundred  miles  from  Detroit  lies  a  valuable 
country  on  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Mississippi,  now  unhappily  contested  by 
the  United  States  and  the  natives  of  the  soil. 

To  the  northward  of  Detroit,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  lies  Fort 
Michilimackinac,  on  an  island  between  Lake  Huron  and  Michigan,  is  about  five 
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miles  round,  and  an  entire  bed  of  gravel  incapable  of  cultivation,  but  most  remark¬ 
able  for  being  the  general  depot  and  grand  rendezvous  of  all  the  Indian  traders, 
who  meet  in  the  month  of  June  from  every  quarter,  deliver  their  furs  and  receive 
their  outfits  for  the  ensuing  year. — Spanish  settlements  many  miles  down  the 
Mississippi  are  supplied  with  British  goods  through  this  channel,  to  much  greater 
advantage  than  from  New  Orleans,  where  the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  oppose 
almost  unsurmountable  difficulties  in  ascending  it. 

This  fort,  the  forts  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  and  Oswego,  fell  within  the  United 
States,  when  the  lines  of  separation  were  drawn  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  the  year 
1783:  Fort  Miami,  which  was  built  by  the  British  lately,  is  also  within  those  lines. 
Previous  to  that  peace,  stores  of  deposit  had  been  occupied  at  the  foot  of  the  Miami 
rapids,  where  the  Fort  now  stands,  and  the  annual  presents  to  the  Indians,  which 
they  have  been  long  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  British  government,  were 
there  issued.  This  place  was  prudently  chosen  for  that  purpose,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  Indians  from  coming  through  the  settlements,  crouding  about  and  mixing 
with  the  troops  at  Detroit,  where  the  too  frequent  use  of  spirituous  liquors  would 
have  occasioned  numerous  quarrels  and  accidents,  which  might  have  terminated 
fatally  to  that  friendly  intercourse  and  good  understanding  which  has  ever  prevailed 
between  the  English  and  the  natives  of  America. 

Thus  have  I  now  as  generally  made  you  acquainted  with  this  great  country, 
as  correctly  as  my  short  stay  in  it  would  admit  of ;  but  I  cannot  conclude  this  without 
giving  you  a  piece  of  information  equally  new  to  every  body  here  as  to  me. 

For  many  years  past  adventurers  have  attempted  without  success  to  cross 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  honor  of  this  arduous  task  was  left  to  a  Mr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  a  partner  in  the  north-west  fur  company,  who  lately  returned  by  the 
way  of  the  lakes,  having  fully  accomplished  the  object  of  his  undertaking  in  the 
course  of  two  years,  by  traversing  the  continent  of  America  to  the  northward  of 
west,  over  vast  mountains  covered  with  ice,  which  obliged  him  to  make  new  canoes, 
wherever  he  had  the  waters  in  his  favour.  On  his  arrival  on  the  coast,  seven 
weeks  sail  from  Canton  in  China,  and  2  degrees  to  the  north  of  Nootka  Sound, 
he  found  the  Indians  without  fire  arms,  but  furnished  with  some  clothing  and  orna¬ 
ments,  principally  Spanish  manufacture.  The  Indians  accompanying  him  were 
not  understood  by  those  on  the  coast,  and  appeared  to  be  perfect  strangers  to  one 
another.  It  was  with  difficulty  he  could  reconcile  them  to  him  as  a  white  man, 
on  account,  as  he  understood,  of  some  injury  given  them  by  people  of  his  colour 
a  few  days  before  that  time.  These  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  Americans 
from  the  port  of  New-York,  who  had  touched  there  in  their  trade  with  China. 

After  remaining  a  few  days  and  making  the  necessary  observations,  he  returned 
and  bro’t  along  with  him  some  valuable  skins  of  the  sea-otter,  and  other  natural 
curiosities,  peculiar  to  that  coast;  but  as  the  gentleman  himself  has  it  in  idea  to  go 
soon  to  London,  I  have  little  doubt  but  he  will  meet  with  the  reward  due  to  his 
exertions,  and  give  to  the  world  an  account  of  the  wild  and  unhabited  tract  he  tra¬ 
versed. 

(From  A  Tour  through  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  By  a  Citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Containing  a  View  of  the  present  State  of  Religion,  Learning,  Commerce, 
Agriculture,  Colonization,  Customs,  and  Manners,  among  the  English,  French, 
and  Indian  Settlements. 

Printed  at  Litchfield  (according  to  Act  of  Congress),  1799.  By  J.  C.  Ogden. 
A  second  edition  with  the  author’s  name  was  printed  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
in  1800.  This  letter  extends  from  page  91  to  119  inclusive.) 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


197 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JAMES  BABY. 

Navy  Hall,  Novr.  21st,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

On  the  18th  instant,  I  was  honored  with  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor’s  instructions  from  Burlington  Bay  to  acquaint  you  of  his  having  received  your 
letter  at  that  place.  Had  it  arrived  prior  to  his  departure,  he  would  have  answered 
it,  but  his  situation  prevented  him,  being  on  his  way  to  Kingston  round  the  Lake. 
I  am  to  observe  that  Mr.  McCormack’s  and  Nagg’s  accounts  for  damages  sustained 
on  the  Miamis  River  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  will  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion  when  Naggs  arrives,  but  the  items  of  each  should  be  separately  stated.  His 
Excellency  approves  of  Captain  Elliott’s,  but  it  should  certainly  come  through 
the  Engineer,  Lieut.  Pilkington,  who  ought  to  include  it  as  received  in  his  account. 

I  am  also  to  mention  that  if  a  man  of  the  name  of  Hammond  is  not  enlisted 
in  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  he  is  not  to  be. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  some  printed  copies  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant 
Governor’s  Proclamation  to  restrain  unauthorized  persons  from  selling  spirituous 
liquors  to  the  Indians  at  the  River  aux  Raisins.  I  am  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Hon.  J.  Baby. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Sir : 

As  the  communication  must  close  very  soon,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me,  If  you  imagine  you  will  require  the  entire  of  the  Provisions  mentioned 
in  the  Requisition  approved  of  by  His  Excellency  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe  or  if 
you  will  be  able  to  prevail  on  some  of  the  Indians  to  go  hunting,  as  you  mentioned 
when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  Every  Exertion  shall  be  made  by  me  while 
the  Vessels  can  navigate,  to  send  you  supplies,  but  it  is  constantly  reported  to  me, 
that  they  cannot  make  Swan  Creek,  as  the  River  is  very  low,  this  must  unavoidably 
delay  the  Transport,  unless  you  can  keep  the  Miamis  and  your  large  Row  Boat 
always  employed  in  removing  the  Provisions  from  Turtle  Island  to  your  Encamp¬ 
ment,  and  I  am  much  concerned  to  hear,  that  a  considerable  Quantity  of  Provisions 
landed  at  different  times  from  the  Felicity  has  already  suffered  very  much  from  the 
late  wet  weather,  a  circumstance  that  must  not  only  be  very  ruinous  to  Government 
but  a  matter  of  much  distress  in  our  present  very  reduced  situation.  If  you 
are  able  to  procure  sufficient  hands  Captain  Stiele  will  on  application  to  him 
send  you  as  many  Batteaux  as  he  can  spare,  to  bring  the  Provisions  from  the  Island 
before  the  frost  sets  in  in  such  a  Manner  as  to  close  the  navigation  of  the  River 
Totally. 

I  avail  myself  of  Mr.  Askins  sending  his  little  vessel  to  the  Fort,  to  send  you 
a  few  bags  of  Flour  in  her,  and  if  I  can  prevail  on  him,  will  hire  her  for  another 
Trip  to  you,  at  all  events  I  will  send  the  Felicity  to  Turtle  Island  with  another 
Cargo.  '  I  am  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

One  O’Clock  P.M.  It  is  this  moment  reported  to  me  that  Mr.  Askin’s  little 
Vessel  cannot  take  any  Flour  as  I  expected.  Do  what  you  can  to  assist  the  Trans¬ 
port,  and  lessen  the  Consumption  as  I  am  alarmed  for  the  consequences  of  bad 
weather  &c.  R*  G.  E. 

Colonel  McKee.  &c. 


S.P.— 14 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall, 

November  22,  1794. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  letter  which  your  Lordship  did  me 
the  honour  to  write  yesterday,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  that  you  had  written  to 
Mr.  Hammond.  Marks  of  confidence  from  those  who  merit  are  grateful  to  the 
human  mind;  they  give  occasion  to  inferences,  which,  by  soothing  self-love,  produce 
agreeable  emotions. 

Being  aware  that  our  mutual  efforts  to  restore  good  humour  and  good  will 
between  our  two  countries,  should  be  continued  beyond  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
I  am  happy  that  our  sentiments  in  this  respect  coincide. 

The  letters  I  have  written  to  America  with  the  two  copies  of  the  treaty,  which 
are  already  dispatched,  leave  me  little  to  add  on  the  subject  of  your  Lordship’s 
letter.  They  are  indeed  concise,  for  I  had  not  time  to  amplify.  They  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  others  less  general  and  more  pointed.  There  are  men  among  us  to  whom 
those  ideas  will  be  familiar,  and  who  will  not  omit  to  disseminate  them.  Their 
opinions  and  example  will  have  influence,  but  it  will  be  progressive,  not  sudden 
and  general.  The  storm  I  hope  and  believe  will  soon  cease,  but  the  agitation  of 
the  waters  will  naturally  take  some  time  to  subside.  No  man  can  with  effect  say 
to  them,  peace,  be  still.  By  casting  oil  upon  them,  they  will  doubtless  be  the  sooner 
calmed.  Let  us  do  so. 

I  have  a  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Hammond,  nay  more,  I  really  wish  him  well. 
The  asperities  however  which  have  taken  place  lead  me  to  apprehend  that  official 
darts  have  frequently  pierced  through  official  characters,  and  wounded  the  men. 
Hence  I  cannot  forbear  wishing  that  Mr.  Hammond  had  a  better  place;  and  that 
a  person  well  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  things  was  sent  to  succeed  him.  I 
make  this  remark  on  the  most  mature  reflection,  and  found  it  on  those  active  prin¬ 
ciples  in  human  nature  which,  however  they  may  be  repressed,  cannot  easily  be 
rendered  dormant,  except  in  cases  of  greater  magnanimity  than  prudence  will 
usually  allow  us  to  calculate  upon.  It  is  not  without  reluctance  that  I  give  this 
remark  a  place  in  this  letter.  I  class  Mr.  Hammond  among  those  who,  I  think, 
are  friendly  to  me.  I  have  experienced  his  attention  and  hospitality.  Not  an 
unkind  idea  passes  in  my  mind  respecting  him.  Public  and  common  good  is  my 
object  and  my  motive.  That  official  letters  and  documents  have  been  prematurely 
and  improperly  published  in  America  is  evident.  I  have  not  been  sparing  of 
animadversions  on  this  head,  and  flatter  myself  that  more  circumspection  in  future 
will  be  used. 

_  The  consuls  and  other  public  agents  in  the  two  countries  will  have  it  much  in 
their  power,  (especially  in  America,  from  the  nature  of  the  government  and  state 
of  society),  to  promote  or  to  check  the  progress  of  conciliation  and  cordiality. 
I  have  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  those  now  in  the  United  States,  except  Sir 
John  Temple,  whose  conduct  and  conversation  appeared  to  me  to  be  conciliatory. 
I  have  been  informed  very  explicitly  that  Air.  Hamilton,  the  consul  in  Virginia, 
is  not  esteemed,  and  that  his  private  character  is  far  from  being  estimable.  I 
mention  this  only  as  meriting  enquiry. 

There  being  no  French  merchant  vessels  in  the  American  seas,  the  privateers 
must  either  prey  on  neutral  vessels,  or  return  without  spoil.  Hence  they  become 
exposed  to  temptations  not  easy  for  them  to  resist.  The  privateers  of  two  hostile 
nations  have  no  desire  to  seek  and  fight  each  other.  Between  mere  birds  of  prey 
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there  are  few  conflicts.  If  they  were  recalled,  their  crews  might  be  usefully  em¬ 
ployed  in  ships  of  war  or  of  commerce.  Pardon  the  liberty  of  these  hints ;  they  occur 
to  me,  and  I  let  my  pen  run  on,  perhaps  too  far. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  my  endeavours  to  cultivate  amity  and  goodwill 
between  our  countries  and  people  shall  continue  unremitted,  and  that  they  will  not 
cease  to  be  animated  by  your  Lordship’s  co-operation. 

To  use  an  Indian  figure,  may  the  hatchet  be  henceforth  buried  for  ever,  and  with 
it  all  the  animosities  which  sharpened,  and  which  threatened  to  redden  it. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  334-6.) 


FROM  CAPT.  R.  STEELE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Fort  Miami,  23rd  Nov.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

There  is  so  much  to  do  for  the  Artificers  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  send 
you  the  Carpenter  as  I  wished,  if  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  what  work 
you  have  for  him,  and  if  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  take  any  tools,  I  will  send  him  down 
the  moment  the  engineer  says  he  can  spare  him. 

This  very  cold  weather  coming  so  unexpectedly  upon  us,  is  distressing  us  much, 
I  waited  so  long  to  give  the  contract  for  loading  our  wood  to  Capt.  Elliot  that  of 
four  hundred  cords,  I  have  not  at  this  moment  a  dozen  cords  brought  in. 

I  much  fear  that  our  water  communication  with  Detroit  is  closed  for  this 
Winter,  if  it  should  my  distresses  will  be  encreased  as  I  still  expect  a  number  of 
things  from  thence. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Selby,  and  Capt.  Elliot  and  I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  &  obedient  Servant. 

R.  Steele,  Capt. 

Col.  McKee. 


FROM  CAPT.  R.  STEELE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Fort  Miamis,  25th  Nov.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  by  Capt.  Elliot,  and  a  man  shall  be  sent 
to  you  either  this  afternoon  or  to-morrow,  he  takes  with  him  every  thing  mentioned 
by  Capt.  Elliot  it  would  be  necessary  he  should  have.  You  will  oblige  me  very 
much  to  send  him  back  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  done  the  work  you  require  of  him, 
I  would  not  be  so  pressing  were  we  not  entirely  unprovided  for  quarters  for  the 
Officers,  who  are  at  this  instant  obliged  to  sleep  in  places  extremely  ill  calculated 
for  the  severe  weather  that  has  unexpectedly  over  taken  us. 

A  Deserter  came  from  Fort  Wayne  which  he  left  on  the  20th  with  two  others 
whom  he  supposes  must  have  perished,  his  information  contains  little  of  any  con¬ 
sequence,  he  says  that  Fort  Wayne  is  a  work  of  Four  Bastions  containing  four  small 
Howitzers  in  each,  but  without  any  cannon.  It  was  reported  that  Genl.  Wayne 
had  gone  to  Philadelphia,  that  Genl.  Wilkinson  was  expected  to  resign,  and  that 
Genl.  Scott  was  to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  this  he  says  is  only  report  and 
by  no  means  certain. 
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There  is  at  Fort  Wayne  Flour  for  two  months,  but  very  little  beef,  and  this 
so  bad  that  the  troops  with  difficulty  take  it.  The  garrison  consists  of  three  hundred 
men,  that  from  severe  treatment  and  hard  work  they  are  much  discontented 
and  here  he  says  certain,  that  not  fifty  men  out  of  the  three  hundred  would  remain 
if  they  could  come  away  with  any  safety. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Selby,  and  I  have 

the  honor  to  be  Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  faithful  &  Obdt.  Servant. 

R.  Steele,  Capt. 

Col.  McKee. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Detroit,  November  29th,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  very  sudden  change  of  Weather  enables  me  to  send  the  Felicity  and  Gun 
Boats  laden  with  Provisions  for  you.  The  Assistant  Commissary  will  detail  the 
Particulars  to  you.  They  sail  together.  The  Felicity  will  not  probably  attempt 
the  Miamis  River,  but  the  two  Gun  Boats  have  orders  to  proceed  to  Swan  Creek 
if  they  have  any  reasonable  hope  from  the  appearance  of  the  Weather  of  not  being 
froze  up  there.  I  hope  you  have  been  able  in  this  soft  Weather,  to  remove  with 
the  assistance  of  your  Boats,  all  the  Provisions  from  Turtle  Island,  and  that  you 
have  by  that  means  a  proper  supply  of  Indian  Corn.  As  I  am  very  apprehensive 
that  this  is  the  last  Trip  the  Vessels  will  be  able  to  make,  I  feel  much  at  a  loss  how 
you  will  be  supplied  with  what  remains  unfurnished  of  your  Requisition  except  you 
can  continue  by  any  means  to  assist  me  either  by  sending  your  Miamis  immediately 
in  for  a  Cargo,  or  prevailing  on  some  of  the  Indians  to  go  to  hunt,  a  circumstance 
that  I  apprehend  will  not  be  very  easy  for  you  to  effect.  Should  you  send  the 
Miamis  in,  she  probably  may  be  able  to  make  a  Trip  out,  and  her  being  froze 
up  at  Swan  Creek,  will  not  I  sujfpose  be  a  matter  of  much  Consequence,  perhaps 
a  Convenience  to  you  as  a  Store.  I  have  had  some  Thoughts  of  sending  Indian 
Corn  and  Flour  to  Browns  Town  or  Captain  Elliott’s,  and  making  a  Depot  at  either 
of  those  places,  provided  it  met  with  your  approbation,  &  that  we  are  able  to  send 
you  the  Amount  of  your  Requisition  before  the  Frost  impedes  the  Navigation. 
Let  me  know  if  such  a  measure  would  facilitate  your  supply,  or  whether  it  would 
be  preferable  to  rely  on  the  River  Raisin  for  Flour  and  Indian  Corn.  My  wishes 
are  to  do  what  can  be  considered  most  convenient  by  you,  and  supply  the  Indians 
in  the  most  sure  manner. 

I  wrote  to  you  by  the  Weazle,  which  Mr.  Askin  sent  to  Fort  Miamis,  if  she 
returns  in  time  I  will  endeavour  to  hire  her  for  a  trip  to  you.  I  am  concerned  to 
mention  that  the  Dunmore  has  just  returned  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get 
to  Michilimackinac  and  in  such  a  state  as  not  to  enable  me  to  send  her  to  Turtle 
Island.  There  has  not  been  a  Vessel  of  any  Description  from  Fort  Erie  since  you 
left  me,  consequently  no  news  and  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  the  two  snows1 
belonging  to  Governm’t  will  be  obliged  to  winter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort 
Erie  which  will  encrease  our  Distress  for  Provisions  and  many  other  Articles. 

I  continue  to  bury  a  man  nearly  every  day.  If  you  can  procure  me  any  Irish, 
English,  or  Scotch  Deserters  send  them  to  me,  to  help  fill  up  tho’  they  are  but  bad 
substitutes  for  the  very  handsome  men  I  have  lost. 


iSmall  sailing  vessels. 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


201 


Mr.  Duggan  has  this  Inst,  informed  me  that  he  proposes  sending  an  Indian 
Express  to  you,  by  whom  I  send  this  Letter.  The  Vessels  sail  immediately,  & 
I  may  be  tempted  to  write  again  by  them,  but  I  suppose  the  Indian  will  be  first 
with  you,  and  hope  I  may  perhaps  gain  a  Day  for  the  Miamis,  which  would  be  an 
object.  Should  the  Vessels  reach  Swan  Creek  dismiss  them  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  your  Sentiments  relative  to  the  Depot  I  have 
proposed. 

I  am  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

Colonel  McKee,  &c. 


FROM  EDMUND  RANDOLPH  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  Randolph  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Hammond  and  informs  him 
that  he  considers  it  as  the  wish  of  Governor  Simcoe  that  his  letter  to  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond  should  be  published.  If  this  be  a  correct  idea,  it  shall  be  transcribed  for 
the  press  together  with  Mr.  Hammond’s. 

November  29,  1794. 


FROM  EDMUND  RANDOLPH  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  30,  1794. 

Sir,  ...  „ 

Under  any  aspect  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  m  relation  to  Great 
Britain,  I  should  decline  a  discussion  with  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 
The  Minister  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  is  the  proper  correspondent  for  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  upon  subjects  affecting  their  two  nations;  and  his  communications 
will  always  be  received  with  the  attention  due  to  his  character,  and  with  a  temper 
flowing  from  a  love  of  truth  and  of  harmony. 

But  before  I  could  enter,  Sir,  even  with  yourself  into  any  explanation  of  the 
letter  which  the  Lieutenant  Governor  thought  proper  to  address  to  you,  on  the 
20th  ultimo,  I  should  take  the  liberty  of  asking  whether  it  has  been  transmitted 
to  me  as  a  paper  which  I  am  free  to  estimate  according  to  his  merits,  by  waving 
a  reply  without  violating  my  respect  for  your  functions,  or  whether  it  is  adopted 
as  the  sense  of  your  government?  This  preliminary  enquiry  would  be  rendered 
absolutely  necessary,  since  on  a  former  occasion,  you  disavowed  a  responsibility 
for  the  conduct  of  the  British  governors  of  Canada;  and  in  your  letter  of  the  27th 
inst.  inclosing  that  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  you  leave  it  uncertain  how  far 
you  approve  its  doctrines,  its  assertions,  and  its  statements. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  to  all  these  your  assent  is  given,  and  if  it  were 
expedient  now  to  revive  our  former  controversy,  I  should  request  you  to  define 
precisely  what  is  meant  by  the  apology  for  the  fort  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami, 
as  being  “the  reoccupying  of  a  post  upon  the  Miamis  river  within  the  limits  of 
those  maintained  by  the  British  forces  at  the  peace,  in  the  year  1783?  I  should 
urge  an  explicit  declaration  whether  British  officers  and  British  soldiers  did  or  did 
not  aid  the  attack  made  by  the  Indians  on  Fort  Recovery;  and  should  at  the  same 
time  detail  the  evidence  upon  which  we  have  been  induced  to  believe  it.  I  should 
beg  to  be  informed  how  the  nature  and  spirit  of  the  mandate  borne  by  two  British 
officers  and  seven  British  soldiers,  were  in  fact  or  in  principle  transformed  into 
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the  garb  of  peace,  by  the  absence  of  arms,  and  “military  habiliments,” — the  dress 
of  fatigue  or  the  friendship  of  Lieutenant  Sheaffe  for  Mr.  Williamson?  I  should 
wish  to  know  whether  Governor  Simcoe  derives  from  his  instructions  or  any  other 
warrant  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  any  authority  that  it  is  admissible  for  one 
nation  to  intermeddle  with  the  Indians  within  the  territories  of  another?  I  should 
oppose  the  conclusion  that  what  may  not  be  found  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  does 
not  exist  under  the  sanction  of  the  law  of  nations  and  especially  in  regard  to  the 
usages  of  America.  But  for  reasons  that  may  be  easily  conceived,  I  would  not 
without  the  most  clear  necessity,  recur  to  the  circumstances  which  prevented  a 
treaty  with  the  Northern  tribes  of  Indians,  in  the  last  year.  Nor  should  I  waste  a 
moment  in  refuting  the  suspicion  that  my  letter  of  the  first  of  September  was 
written  to  prepare  the  minds  of  men  for  whatever  consequences  might  have  arisen 
from  the  movement  of  General  Wayne’s  army,”  because  on  the  20th  of  May,  I 
complained  of  the  erection  of  the  fort,  and  you  were  then  informed  that  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  in  their  march  against  the  enemy,  would  not  be  able  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  them  and  any  other  people  associated  in  the  war. 

These,  however,  and  many  other  striking  features  in  the  letter  and  conduct 
of  Governor  Simcoe,  will,  I  hope,  at  no  distant  day  be  consigned  to  oblivion  by 
the  reparation  of  our  injiiries,  and  the  restitution  of  our  rights.  Until,  therefore, 
I  shall  be  disappointed  in  this  hope,  I  shall  not  willingly  open  a  new  source  of 
altercation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

Edm.  Randolph. 

I  he  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

(Printed  in  the  United  States  Gazette,  December,  1794). 


FROM  GEORGE  HAMMOND  TO  EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  1st  Deer.  1794. 
4  o’clock,  p.m. 


In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  which  I  have  this  moment  received,  it  is 
expedient  for  me  merely  to  remark,  in  addition  to  the  motives  that  I  have  already 
assigned  as  inducing  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada— that  as  in  your  letter  of  the  1st 
September,  you  considered  me  to  be  the  proper  medium  of  conveying  to  that  officer 
the  remonstrance  of  this  government  against  his  conduct,  I  am  not  sensible  that 
I  have  been  guilty  of  any  impropriety  in  communicating  to  you  in  Lieutenant 
Governor  Simcoe  s  own  language,  his  exposition  of  the  principles  by  which  he  was 
actuated  in  the  two  transactions,  on  which  you  had  especially  animadverted. 

Being  equally  unwilling  with  yourself,  Sir,  “now  to  revive  our  former  con¬ 
troversy,  or  to  open  new  sources  of  altercation,”  and  persevering  in  my  re¬ 
solution  (from  which,  I  trust,  I  have  not  deviated  in  this  instance),  not  to  esteem 
myself  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty’s  Officers  in  Canada,  or  in  any 
other  of  the  King  s  possessions,  it  is  totally  unnecessary  for  me  to  express  my 
-personal  approbation  of  or  dissent  from  “the  doctrines,  assertions,  and  statements” 
contained  m  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe ’s  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


Geo.  Hammond. 


(Printed  in  the  United  States  Gazette,  December,  1794). 
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FROM  GEORGE  HAMMOND  TO  EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 

Mr.  Hammond  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  has  the 
honour  of  informing  him  that  as  his  letter  of  the  1st  of  September  was  printed  by 
his  (direction,  Mr.  Hammond  presumes  that  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe  would 
be  solicitous  that  his  observations  upon  it  should  obtain  a  similar  degree  of  publicity. 

December  1,  1794. 

(Printed  in  the  United  States  Gazette,  December,  1794.) 


DIARY  OF  JOURNEY  FROM  NIAGARA  TO  KINGSTON  IN 
NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER,  1794. 


Nov. 

13th.  Left  Niagara,  arrived  in  the  evening  at  the  Twenty  Mile  Creek. 

14th.  Arrived  at  the  sand  beach  at  the  head  of  the  Lake.  Mr.  Wallace  brought 
with  him  from  Niagara  Colonel  England’s  dispatches.  Snow. 

15th.  Arrived  at  the  Sixteen  Mile  Creek  on  the  north  shore.  Snow. 

16th.  Arrived  at  York,  Snow. 

17th.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  crossed  to  the  Point  to  review  the  works  with 
Captains  McGill,  Shank,  &c. 

18th.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  walked  to  the  town  to  see  the  improvements  there. 
Snow. 

19th.  Intended  to  leave  York  but  still  snow  and  contrary  wind. 

20th.  Left  York.  The  wind  fair  but  blowing  very  hard.  Encamped  below  the 
Highlands.1 

21st  Wind  fair.  Arrived  about  1  o’clock  in  the  day  at  Wilson’s,  but  our  mast 
22nd.  having  given  way  and  our  rudder  being  bent  by  a  rock  we  put  up  early  at 
Stoner’s2 

23rd.  Wind  bound  at  Stoner’s 
24th. 

25th.  Met  Mr.  Walker  encamped  above  Presque  Isle. 

26th. 

27th.  Below  the  Carrying  Place,  procured  a  sheep. 

28th. 

29th.  At  West  Lake  procured  a  hog. 

30th 

Dec. 

1st.  Below  Gravel  Point  ground  swampy. 

2nd.  Quite  calm.  Crossed  from  the  False  Ducks  to  the  opposite  side  of  South 
Bay.  In  the  evening  arrived  between  Amherst  Isle  and  the  Township  of 
(illegible)  Ernestown  (?).  put  up  at  one  Phincle's.3 
3rd.  Being  favored  with  a  fair  wind  arrived  early  in  the  day  at  Kingston.4 

1  Scarboro  (township)  Heights. 

2  In  Scarboro  township. 

3  Probably  the  tavern  kept  by  Henry  Finkle  near  the  present  village  of  Bath. 

4  This  Diary  was  probably  kept  by  Captain  William  Mayne  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers. 
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FROM  ADAM  BROWN  TO  ISAAC  WILLIAMS  JR. 


Friend: 


Deer.  3rd,  1794. 


I  received  your  letter  you  wrote  me  and  I  am  very  sorry  for  your  doing  as 
sent  them  Warriors  to  General  Whane1  without  the  consent  of  the  Chiefs  and 
all  the  Indian  Warriors,  you  may  think  yourselves  that  you  did  right,  but  you 
did  wrong,  we  see  plainly  that  you  will  bring  them  poor  people  into  a  Scrape  of 
your  doings  You  don’t  consider  of  the  other  Indian  Nations  and  its  only  the 
other  day  the  Governor  was  here  &  bound  all  the  Indians  together  to  be  strong  & 
all  one  mind  now  we  think  you  are  working  very  hard  to  bring  the  poor  people 
into  a  scrape,  the  way  you  and  your  Father  are  doing,  my  good  friend  you  should 
take  care  of  yourselves  not  to  put  trouble  upon  yourselves. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant 


I.  Williams.  Jr. 

a  true  Copy 

A.  McKee.  S.I.A. 
J.G.S. 


Adam  Brown. 


Endorsed:— No.  2.  In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  20  of  the  17th  Feby.  1795.  ( 6 ) 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  HECTOR  McLEAN. 


Kingston,  Dec.  4th,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  beating  orders  and  instructions  under  which  you  are  to  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  to  raise  a  Provincial  Company,  agreeable  to  His  Excellency  Lieutenant 
Governor  Simcoe’s  appointment,  being  yet  in  the  possession  of  another  person,  I 
enclose  to  you  those  for  your  Lieutenant  and  Ensign,  which  are  precisely  the 
same  as  those  to  be  transmitted  to  you. 

I  am  to  add  that  His  Excellency  reposing  the  greatest  confidence  in  your  loyalty 
and  integrity  will  approve  of  the  persons  you  think  proper  to  recommend  to  be 
your  Lieutenant  and  Ensign.  I  annex  an  additional  regulation  to  form  part  of 
your  Instructions,  viz: 

When  eleven  men  shall  be  enlisted,  a  Corporal  shall  be  appointed,  and  so  on, 
at  the  rate  of  one  Sergeant  and  one  Corporal  for  every  twenty  men,  until  further 
orders. 


H.  McLean,  Esq.,  Lieut,  late  84th  Foot. 


I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales, 

Major  of  Brigade. 


JWayne. 
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FROM  LORD  GRENVILLE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 


Private. 

Downing  Street,  December  9,  1794. 

The  late  transactions  in  America  have  unavoidably  led  to  your  being  placed 
in  a  difficult  and  disagreeable  situation  there,  and  I  imagine  it  will  be  by  no  means 
unpleasant  to  yourself  to  be  relieved  from  it;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  better 
chance  may  possibly  be  given  to  the  operation  of  a  system  of  conciliation  by  the 
communications  passing  through  another  channel,  and  being  carried  on  by  a  person 
unmixed  in  the  late  discussions.  I  know  your  good  sense  too  well  to  have  any 
apprehension  that  this  will  convey  to  your  mind  any  impression  of  disapprobation 
respecting  your  past  conduct,  which  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  such  as  to  merit, 
under  very  trying  circumstances,  the  most  complete  approbation  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty’s  servants.  I  send  you  by  this  mail  the  King’s  leave  of  absence; 
and  I  think  it  right  to  accompany  it  with  this  intimation,  in  order  that  you  may 
make  your  arrangements  accordingly;  as,  on  your  arrival  here,  I  shall  probably 
have  to  propose  to  you  another  situation,  in  which  your  talents  and  zeal  may  be 
exerted  for  the  King’s  service ;  and  I  am  very  anxious  that  you  should  be  persuaded 
that  the  whole  of  your  conduct  has  been  such,  since  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  observing  it,  as  to  convince  me  that,  in  whatever  situation  you  are  placed, 
you  will  not  fail  to  give  the  most  efficient  and  useful  assistance  to  the  business 
of  the  Department  under  which  you  serve. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  II,  p.  651.) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Upper  Canada,  Kingston, 

Dec.  10th,  1794. 

No.  3. 

My  Lord: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordship’s  letter,  No.  25,  dated 
October  20th,  1794,  and  its  enclosures.  Your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  observe 
“the  Commissary  General  has  been  much  distressed  lest  the  business  of  his  De¬ 
partment  should  be  thrown  into  some  confusion  by  your  order  of  the  11th  of  Septr., 
which  directs  the  Commissaries  of  Upper  Canada  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
McGill,  whom  you  have  appointed  agent  to  purchase  provisions  for  the  Troops 
there.” 

“  Mr.  Craigie’s  letter  (B)  will  show  his  opinion  how  the  Treasury  order  con¬ 
tained  in  Mr.  Rose’s  letter  to  you  of  the  2nd  April  may  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  his  letter  (C)  points  out  the  confusion  which  he  apprehends  must  take  place 
from  your  order.” 

Your  Lordship  is  also  pleased  to  say — “For  my  own  part  I  see  no  more  reason 
for  directing  the  King’s  Commissaries  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Mr.  McGill 
than  for  those  of  Lower  Canada  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Messrs.  Monro  and  Bell, 
who  are  appointed  by  Mr.  George  Davison,  Agents  to  make  the  like  purchases  for 
the  Troops  here.” 

I  have  no  doubt,  My  Lord,  that  a  simple  statement  of  facts  will  dissipate  every 
just  ground  of  uneasiness  which  Mr.  Craigie  may  entertain  of  confusion  originating 
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in  his  Department  from  my  order,  and  that  Your  Lordship  will  think  that  order 
under  existing  circumstances  to  have  been  reasonable  and  necessary. 

I  believe,  My  Lord,  it  will  not  be  controverted,  but  that  I  was  responsible 
for  the  execution  of  the  directions  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  transmitted  to  me 
in  Mr.  Rose’s  letter  of  the  2nd  of  April.  In  compliance  with  that  letter,  I  appointed 
an  Agent  for  purchases,  it  follows  that  the  Agent  should  be  duly  authorized  to  carry 
his  duties  into  execution:  these  duties  were  stated  in  the  Report  on  which  I  was 
directed  to  form  the  regulations,  it  was  therefore,  that  strictly  confining  the  Agent’s 
authority  to  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  service,  on  the  11th 
Septr.,  “I  directed  the  Commissaries  of  the  different  Posts  to  obey  such  instruc¬ 
tions  they  from  time  to  time  may  receive  from  the  Agent  for  the  due  execution  of 
his  Office.” 

I  must  also  beg  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship,  tho’  not  immediately  relevant 
to  the  exact  point  under  explanation,  that  I  did  not  appoint  the  Agent,  Captn. 
McGill,  until  the  very  moment  of  my  going  to  Detroit,  expecting  hourly  to  have 
heard  from  Your  Lordship  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Rose’s  letter,  which  I  had  no 
doubt  had  been  communicated  to  you,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  so  previously 
to  the  19th  of  July,  when  Your  Lordship  received  Mr.  Craigie’s  opinion  which  you 
called  for  thereon,  and  under  the  expectation  of  hearing  every  hour  that  Great 
Britain  had  declared  war  against  the  United  States,  in  which  expectation  I  re¬ 
mained  until  the  17th  of  October,  the  day  I  received  Mr.  Dundas’s  letter  of  the 
4th  of  July,  1794,  and  so  guarded  was  I  that  no  confusion  could  possibly  arise  in 
this  important  business,  that  I  directed  Captn.  McGill,  who  had  proceeded  to 
Quebec,  to  converse  with  Mr.  Craigie  of  this  subject,  and  to  rejoin  me  at  Kings¬ 
ton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  regulations  and  instructions  which 
I  was  directed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  give  to  the  Agent  for  his  conduct. 

I  must  observe  to  Your  Lordship,  that  any  complaint  of  Mr.  Craigie  appears 
to  me  at  this  hour  particularly  unreasonable,  as  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  in 
October  last  that  a  new  arrangement  had  taken  place  in  Europe,  that  Mr.  George 
Davison  was  appointed  by  the  Victualling  Office  to  provide  the  King’s  Troops 
with  provisions,  and  of  course,  as  I  am  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  contract,  did 
I  not  suspend  Captain  McGill’s  exercise  of  his  functions  of  Agent,  I  should  incur 
the  censure  of  not  attending  to  the  King’s  Service,  and  possibly  on  the  part  of 
Government  of  occasioning  a  breach  of  contract. 

I  have  read  with  the  respect  due  to  every  recommendation  of  Your  Lordship’s, 
Mr.  Craigie’s  letter  (B)  shewing  his  opinion  how  the  Treasury  Order,  contained 
in  Mr.  Rose’s  letter  to  me  of  the  2nd  April,  may  be  carried  into  execution. 

Mr.  Craigie  in  his  letter  (B)  says:  “Your  Lordship  having  further  desired 
that  I  should  state  my  opinion  on  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect  the  plan  approved 
by  the  Treasury  Board  for  providing  the  supplies  for  the  Posts  in  Upper  Canada, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit: 

“That  these  settlements  will,  in  a  few  years,  furnish  the  quantities  of  flour 
required,  I  entertain  no  doubt,  together  with  considerable  proportions  of  pease  and 
pork,  which  wall  gradually  increase,  but  upon  which  no  absolute  dependence  can, 
in  my  opinion,  be  placed,  especially  as  the  quality  of  the  country  cured  pork  is 
not  ascertained  by  trial :  at  the  same  time  without  due  caution  and  a  well  arranged 
system,  very  serious  inconvenience  might  arise  from  partial  failures  being  unpro¬ 
vided  for. 

The  general  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  McGill  coincide  nearly  with  my  own 
ideas  as  stated  in  No.  6.” 

I  beg  here,  My  Lord,  to  observe,  that  a  leading  and  great  principle  of  the  system 
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as  contained  in  Captain  McGill's  reports  is  by  no  means,  in  my  apprehension, 
to  be  discovered  in  those  of  Mr.  Craigie,  I  mean,  objects  effectually  providing 
against  “partial  failures,”  Captn  McGill  having  justly  observed  in  his  report  of 
the  8th  Jany,  relative  to  erecting  Magazines,  &c.,  &c. 

“Until  Magazines  are  established  at  all,  or  some  particular  Posts,  it  may  be 
dangerous  to  attempt  the  experiment,”  which  opinion,  as  stated  upon  the  view 
of  a  particular  subject,  I  have  adopted  as  a  measure  most  applicable  to  all.  “The 
details,”  Mr.  Craigie  proceeds,  “I  certainly  am  not  equally  competent  to  judge 
of.  I  must,  however,  observe  that  it  appears  to  me,  that  to  give  full  effect  to 
his  benevolent  intentions  in  the  very  minute  receivals  and  payments,  will  require 
additional  labor  and  attendance,  all  which  must  be  provided  at  the  expence  of 
Government.” 

I  need  not  represent  to  Your  Lordship  that  a  personal  knowledge  and  frequent 
investigation  of  the  details  in  every  part  of  this  Province  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  carry  into  execution  any  arrangement  on  the  subject  now  before  us,  that  it 
may  be  at  once  economical  and  beneficial  to  the  public. 

In  respect  to  the  minute  Receivals  and  payments,  the  idea  is  not  merely  a 
benevolent  theory,  but  an  absolute  practice;  it  is  carried  into  execution  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  the  Commissary  at  Detroit,  and  by  the  report  I  beg  to  offer  of  such 
gentlemen,  who,  being  deprived  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  in  this  Country, 
under  the  belief  of  War,  I  requested  would  favor  me  with  their  ideas  on  this  and 
other  subjects,  may  be  carried  into  effect  at  Niagara.  Minute  payments  in  specie 
will  rescue  the  country  from  the  most  grievous  monopoly,  and  infinitely  multiply 
its  produce,  and  as  far  as  such  can  be  carried  into  practice,  is  an  essential  feature 
of  the  system  recommended.  I  do  not  understand  “allowance  for  his  trouble,” 
but  should  it  be  necessary,  the  object  is  so  great  that  to  counteract  it  upon  this 
pretence  might  bear  the  semblance  of  economy,  but  in  reality  would  be  the  worse 
profusion. 

Mr.  Craigie  proceeds,  “Much  will  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  appointment 
of  the  Agent  or  person  named  to  provide  the  supplies.” 

The  difficulty,  My  Lord,  is  obviated.  I  have  found  the  man. — In  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Dundas,  August  24th,  1793,  I  have  observed  that  “much  of  the  success 
of  the  arrangement  must  depend  on  the  personal  qualities  of  the  man  who  shall 
direct  it,  and  I  can  say  that  I  know  no  man  in  integrity,  industry  and  humanity, 
and  few  in  ability  more  worthy  of  trust  and  confidence  than  Mr.  McGill.”  When 
I  undertook  the  very  arduous  duty  in  which  I  am  now  employed,  Sir  George 
Yonge,  the  Secretary  at  War,  most  generously  and  wisely,  in  consideration  of  the 
difficulties  I  had  to  encounter,  offered  me,  as  far  as  his  official  station  admitted, 
his  assistance  in  the  nomination  of  those  who  were  to  serve  under  me  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince.  In  the  spirit  of  his  design,  I  felt  the  more  strict  responsibility  that  the  men 
I  called  into  action  should  be  such  as  might  promote  the  King’s  Service  by  their 
loyalty  and  ability.  I  therefore  invited  Captain  McGill,  a  most  gallant  and 
able  officer  upon  half  pay,  to  fill  a  station  to  which  I  believe  him  to  be  as  equal  as 
any  man  whatsoever. — At  my  request  he  is  ready  to  quit  it  for  the  more  laborious 
one  of  Agent  of  Purchases. 

Mr.  Craigie  continues: 

“The  regulations  established  by  Your  Lordship  for  the  purchase  and  payment 
of  public  stores,  and  all  other  expenditures  paid  of  the  contingencies  of  the  Army, 
may  be  made  to  extend  to  every  person  employed  under  Your  Lordship  as  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  but  if  the  Agent  for  providing  the  supplies  of  provisions  is  to 
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act  under  instructions  from  the  Civil  Governor  only,  the  check  and  control  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  regulations,  I  should  conceive,  would  no  longer  apply.” 

Upon  the  general  principles,  My  Lord,  that  have  guided  my  conduct,  as  on 
a  former  occasion  I  have  stated  to  you,  it  is  a  matter  to  me  of  the  most  perfect 
indifference,  under  what  regulation  or  mode  the  Agent  shall  act,  provided  he  is 
not  impeded  or  counteracted  in  the  due  execution  of  his  Office,  and  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  it  be  effectually  maintained,  but  I  must  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that 
another  leading  feature  of  the  system  is  to  introduce  specie  in  all  public  payments, 
and  it  being  necessary  that  a  large  sum  of  money  should  from  time  to  time  be  at 
the  command  of  His  Majesty’s  representative  in  this  Province,  the  expenditures 
may  be  paid  either  by  me  or  by  Your  Lordship,  the  great  and  essential  object 
being  that  they  are  bona  fide  made  in  specie  whenever  required,  and,  as  I  conceive, 
under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Agent,  and  issued  by  the  Commissaries 
at  the  separate  Posts.  If  it  be  necessary  that  the  Agent  should  obey  either  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  as  Mr.  McGill  states,  or  as  Mr.  Rose  says,  the  Governor, 
whether  he  be  a  Civil  or  Military  Officer,  it  in  neither  case  can  be  requisite  that 
his  Orders  should  go  through  the  channel  of  the  Commissary  General. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  I  have  been  much  disappointed 
in  perusing  the  preceding  part  of  Mr.  Craigie’s  letters,  as  he  does  not  appear  to 
clear  the  difficulties  which  he  raises,  and  simply  states  that  Your  Lordship’s  Orders 
may  extend  to  all  under  your  command,  assuming  for  granted  that  on  the  plan 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Treasury,  all  payments  are  to  be  made  out  of  the  Army 
Contingencies,  a  principle  that  I  consider  by  no  means  to  be  necessary  for  otherwise, 
or  deducible  from  the  report  on  which  I  was  to  found  instructions.  There  are 
many  points  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  elucidate,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  equally 
misunderstood. 

Mr.  Craigie’s  system  may  be  better  than  what  I  am  directed  but  it  is  not  the 
same,  and  of  course,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  his  opinion  does  not  apply  to  the  means 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  Treasury  Order  contained  in  Mr.  Rose’s  letter  to 
me  of  the  2nd  of  April. 

In  respect  to  the  confusion  and  detriment  to  the  Service,  which  Mr.  Craigie 
fears  may  arise  from  my  Order,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  answer  of  these  assertions 
to  the  view  which  Your  Lordship  shall  take  of  the  question,  after  the  ample  dis¬ 
cussion  it  will  now  undergo. 

.  Y°ur  Lordship  is  pleased  to  state  that  “another  cause  of  uneasiness  to  Mr. 
Craigie  is  personal,  and  occasioned  by  Mr.  McGill’s  reports  when  they  were  sent 
home  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  Aug.  1794,  to  Mr.  Dundas,  not  having  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  several  letters  to  Major  General  Clarke  on  the  same  subject,  parti¬ 
cularly  as  those  contain  representations  which  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as  Commis¬ 
sary  General,  to  make,  and  without  which  he  apprehends  a  very  unfavorable  opinion 
of  his  official  character  may  be  entertained  by  all  who  had  occasion  to  consider  Mr 
McGill’s  reports.” 

I  trust,  My  Lord,  that  a  statement  of  circumstances  will  remove  Mr.  Craigie’s 
personal  uneasiness  and  make  it  appear  to  himself  as  it  does  to  me,  visionary  and 
unfounded. 

I  transmitted  a  letter  and  the  reports  to  Mr  Dundas,  in  due  respect  to  the 
petition  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Province;  of  a  branch  of  the  Legislature 
at  the  least  co-ordinate  with  myself,  and  dutifully  representing  the  wishes  of  their 
constituents  to  their  Sovereign,  that  the  advantages  flowing  from  the  supplies 
necessary  for  his  Troops  might  not  be  monopolized  by  a  few  Merchants  or  Con¬ 
tractors. 
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I  transmitted  this  petition  because  I  believed  it  to  be  just,  and  because,  My 
Lord,  while  I  bore  testimony,  (which  late  events  have  confirmed),  to  the  glorious 
loyalty  of  the  people  entrusted  by  His  Majesty  to  my  Government,  I  believed  it 
my  duty  to  prevent  any  shadow  of  discontent,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  arising 
among  them,  and  which  might  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences, 
considering  the  sway  and  indisposition  of  the  times. 

I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  the  King’s  Service  when  I  stated  the  mischief,  to 
offer  my  opinion  in  what  mode  it  might  be  remedied;  and  not  being  myself  an 
arithmetical  officer,  I  desired  the  Commissary,  Captain  McGill,  to  digest  the 
materials  which  I  had  collected  from  all  quarters. 

I  transmitted  this  report  and  a  former  one  of  that  gentleman’s  which  I  had 
selected  from  a  variety  of  others;  I  also  sent  a  letter  of  Mr.  Craigie’s  to  Mr.  Dundas 
solely  to  elucidate  the  petition  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  I  thought  these  docu¬ 
ments  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  meaning  that  they  should  not  be  so  diffuse  as  to 
trespass  on  the  time  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  nor  so  sententious  and  brief  as 
to  leave  the  Subject  without  adequate  information  whereon  their  judgement  might 
be  grounded. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter  Your  Lordship  must  plainly  perceive  that  I  do  not 
acknowledge  any  justifiable  source  of  uneasiness  of  Mr.  Commissary  Craigie’s, 
or  any  sort  of  right  whatever  that  entitles  that  gentleman  to  any  explanation  from 
me. 

I  should  here  close  this  letter,  did  not  respect  for  Your  Lordship’s  opinions 
and  a  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Craigie  induce  me  to  offer  further  explanations. 

Your  Lordship  observes,  “Mr.  Craigie’s  letter  (B),  with  the  enclosures,  will 
show  that  he  was  not  inattentive  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  nor  to  the  alterations 
which  should  attend  the  progress  and  advancement  of  agriculture  in  the  Upper 
Country.” 

The  good  policy  of  buying  there  all  the  supplies  we  wanted  was  very  apparent, 
and,  from  the  first,  all  the  spare  flour  was  procured  there  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  if 
received  in  the  usual  manner,  for  part  of  the  transport  from  Montreal — this  would 
encourage  more  grain  to  be  planted. 

As  the  progress  of  agriculture  occasioned  abundance  in  a  few  years,  the  whole 
of  the  expence  of  transport  ought  then  to  have  been  saved  to  Government;  for  the 
Montreal  price  given  by  the  Contractors  was  of  itself  a  sufficient  encouragement. 
But  under  the  agency  of  Mr.  A.  Davison  the  flour  should  have  been  purchased 
at  the  lowest  current  price  on  the  spot,  especially  as  he  was  allowed  a  commission 
for  his  trouble.  Accordingly  you  see  the  Commissary  General  states  his  objections 
to  the  high  price  demanded  by  the  Merchants  at  Kingston,  at  those  periods,  as 
well  as  to  their  speculations  for  engrossing  and  monopolizing  all  that  business. 

He  further  proposed  a  mode  of  providing  future  supplies  and  to  prevent 
Government  being  imposed  upon  in  matters  of  this  nature.  He  also  objected  to 
the  high  price  demanded  for  flour  at  Niagara  and  Detroit  and  pointed  out  the  con¬ 
trol  he  judged  necessary  to  check  extortion  and  abuses  in  the  Upper  Country. 

I  beg  here  for  a  moment  to  interpose  in  the  current  of  these  observations 
and  to  state  to  Your  Lordship  that  if  the  control  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Craigie, 
means  my  personal  interposition,  which  he  as  Commissary  General,  judges  neces¬ 
sary  to  check  the  extortion  and  abuse  which  is  carried  on,  to  be  insufficient  for  the 
purpose,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  explain  myself  more  fully  on  this  subject. 

Your  Lordship  adds — “A  plan  of  payment  is  also  proposed  in  No.  6,  with 
further  measures  for  rectifying  the  abuses  which  had  already  taken  place. 
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Your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  observe — “Should  these  representations  from  Mr. 
Craigie  afford  you  any  hints  for  the  advancement  of  the  King’s  Service  in  the 
Upper  Country,  it  will  give  me  much  satisfaction,  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  will 
find  as  much  in  profiting  thereby,  and  at  the  same  time  doing  justice  to  the  character 
of  a  gentleman  whose  abilities  and  integrity  have  been  acknowledged  by  every 
General  Officer  under  whom  he  has  served  for  the  last  ten  years,  as  head  of  the 
Commissariat,  and  who  is  now  liable  to  be  censured  by  those  who  do  not  know  him, 
as  negligent  or  incapable,  merely  from  his  official  representations  not  having  been 
brought  forward  at  a  proper  time.” 

I  am  to  remark,  My  Lord,  that  if  Mr.  Craigie  be  liable  to  be  censured  from  his 
official  representations  not  having  been  brought  forward  at  a  proper  time,  I  can 
have  but  a  certain  share  of  the  neglect.  His  letters  in  August,  1793,  and  September 
following,  and  all  that  they  contain  could  not  have  been  forwarded  by  me  in  the 
letter  in  which  Mr.  McGill’s  reports  of  the  20th  July  preceding  were  included. 

To  these  papers  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  send  me,  I  have  to  add 
for  the  perfect  investigation  of  the  subject  before  mentioned,  Major  General  Clarke’s 
letter  to  me  of  the  29th  of  October,  1792,  and  mine  to  His  Excellency  of  the  29th 
of  July  1793,  referred  to,  I  presume,  in  Mr.  Craigie’s  letter  to  Your  Lordship 
marked  (B). 

The  Ala j or  General  in  his  letter  having  adverted  to  my  local  information 
and  his  distant  situation  as  the  foundation  for  his  being  unwilling  to  make  any 
alterations  in  the  mode  of  obtaining  the  supplies  for  the  King's  forces,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  my  opinion,  I  felt  it  proper  to  obtain  from  every  source  that  was  in  my 
power,  materials  on  which  I  might  in  reality  and  bona  fide,  form  such  an  opinion  as 
would  become  me  to  submit  to  the  Major  General  and  on  which  he  might  with 
safety  determine,  but,  Mv  Lord,  neither  my  own  more  imnortant  avocations 
afforded  me  sufficient  time  for  this  object,  nor  my  habits  of  life,  perhaps  not 
having  exactly  calculated  me  for  the  duties  of  such  an  employment  I  requested  of 
Mr.  Commissary  McGill  to  digest  and  mature  the  various  informations  which 
had  been  collected  by  my  order,  for  the  elucidation  of  the  important  subject,  and 
among  other  papers,  My  Lord,  the  letters  of  Mr.  Craigie,  the  Commissary  General, 
in  my  possession  were  transmitted  to  him. 

Mr.  McGill  accordingly  made  the  report  which  bears  date  of  the  8th  Jany, 
1793. 

Soon  after  this  period  I  went  to  Detroit,  and  had  a  personal  conversation 
on  the  subject  with  a  very  humane  Commissary,  Mr.  Reynolds.  Upon  my  return, 
I  found  the  contract  with  Air.  A.  Davison  had  been  entered  into,  which  superseded 
the  necessity  of  any  report  from  me  to  the  Officer  Chief  in  Command. 

The  various  complaints  of  the  King’s  Subjects  in  the  Province  against  the 
former  monopoly  of  the  Merchants,  which  had  principally  occasioned  my  interesting 
myself  in  its  investigation,  were  now  drawn  to  a  head  by  the  contract  of  the  Messrs 
Davison,  and  the  House  of  Assembly  in  a  proper  mode  petitioned  His  Alajesty 
against  its  continuance.  I  transmitted  to  Air.  Secretaiy  Dundas  every  information 
in  my  power  how  the  evil  complained  of  might  best  be  remedied.  I  sent  therefore 
Captain  McGill’s  summary  report  of  the  8th  Jany.  1793,  and  the  more  detailed 
one  of  the  20th  of  July,  1793,  embracing  recent  circumstances  and  applicable 
to  the  immediate  purpose. 

Before  I  proceed  to  more  general  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  present 
dispatch,  I  must  beg  leave  to  animadvert  upon  the  sentence  in  Mr.  Craigie’s  letter 
(B),  respecting  Captain  McGill,  but  I  am  to  premise  that  at  this  distance  from  my 
general  place  of  residence  I  have  not  with  me  every  document  necessary  to  sub- 
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stantiate  with  the  precision  I  could  wish,  these  transactions,  and  Captain  McGill , 
being  absent,  I  cannot  refer  to  him  for  elucidation. 

Mr.  Craigie  observes:  “In  regard  to  the  past  as  it  has  been  advanced  by  Mr. 
McGill  in  his  report  that  flour  might  have  been  provided  for  Government  on  terms 
much  lower  than  the  article  has  been  charged,  I  conceive  Justice  to  Government 
or  to  the  parties  concerned  requires  that  immediate  enquiry  should  be  made  into 
the  whole  of  these  transactions.” 

I  am  to  say  that  the  observation,  My  Lord,  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  papers 
of  Captn.  McGill’s  now  before  me,  but  the  fact  is  notorious.  It  is  the  consequence 
of  monopoly.  It  is  the  subject  of  the  present  comments,  and  to  expose  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  confidential  public  servant  to  enquiry  because  Merchants,  who  in  every 
article  avail  themselves  of  public  and  private  exigency,  have  done  so  in  this  instance, 
to  speak  in  the  most  forbearing  manner,  would  be  highly  improvident  and  impru¬ 
dent. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  Craigie  now  transmitted  to  me  by  Your  Lordship,  both  those 
prior  to  the  first  of  Captain  McGill’s  reports  of  the  8th  of  January,  1793,  and  those 
subsequent  to  it,  only  point  out  the  mischief  of  this  monopoly,  while  those  of 
Captain  McGill’s  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  strike  at  its  root 
and  existence,  both  in  its  widest  extent  and  its  most  minute  detail.  It  was  there¬ 
fore,  My  Lord,  I  offered  Mr.  Craigie’s  report  to  substantiate  the  evil  complained  of 
in  the  prayer  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  those  of  Captain  McGill,  compiled  under 
my  own  direction,  to  apply  the  remedy. 

I  beg  now  to  revert  to  the  substance  of  Mr.  Craigie’s  letter,  in  which  Your 
Lordship  states:  “He  also  objected  to  the  high  price  demanded  for  flour  at  Niagara 
and  Detroit,  and  points  out  the  control  he  judges  necessary  to  check  extortion  and 
abuses  in  the  Upper  Country.” 

This  letter,  My  Lord,  was  originally  applied  to  this  specific  point;  it  was  left 
to  me  to  determine  whether  the  bounty  hitherto  granted  to  the  Settlers,  (in  lieu 
of  transport),  “could  with  propriety  and  general  benefit  to  the  Settlers  be  continued 
for  another  year,  or  whether  the  saving  to  Government  and  the  difference  of  making 
the  encouragement  hitherto  granted,  operate  longer  in  the  same  way,  would  not 
render  it  more  advisable  to  receive  the  flour  wanted  by  Government  at  the  market 
price,”  and  His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke  adds,  “at  all  events,  be  pleased 
to  state  how  far  the  Settlements  may  be  depended  on,  so  as  to  determine  the  de¬ 
mands  to  be  made  on  the  contractors.” 

Had,  My  Lord,  circumstances  called  upon  me  for  an  adequate  discussion 
on  these  points,  I  must  have  stated  to  the  Major  General,  that  I  saw  no  safe  means 
of  preventing  a  few  individuals  forestalling  the  supplies  wanted  by  Government 
and  retaining  them  to  be  sold  at  their  own  price  until  competent  Magazines  should 
be  erected  and  fully  stored,  as  Government  otherwise  would  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  present  monopolists  of  the  Country:  but,  My  Lord,  what  adequate  control  is 
it  possible  for  me,  in  the  highest  trust  and  multifarious  duties  incident  to  my  peculiar 
situation,  and  which  I  am  momentarily  called  upon  to  execute,  what  control  in 
any  fair  sense  and  real  meaning  of  the  word  can  I  execute  to  check  extortion  and 
abuses  over  the  Merchants  of  this  Province,  or  the  Commissariat  at  the  various 
Posts,  separated  at  such  a  distance  throughout  this  extensive  Country.  The 
decision  on  this  point  or  any  other,  to  which  Mr.  Craigie  in  this  letter  may  advert, 
would  be  rash  and  dangerous  to  have  exercised  without  due  enquiry,  and  of  whom, 
My  Lord,  was  I  to  make  that  enquiry?  Of  the  Commissaries? 

They,  My  Lord,  are  men,  however  honest,  who  have  their  local  particular 
partialities,  their  limited  views  and  habitual  propensities — of  the  Merchants, 
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or  more  properly  traders?  Every  paper  relative  to  the  present  transaction,  and 
particularly  Mr.  Craigie’s  observations  on  Mr.  Cartwright’s  proposals,  proves  the 
more  than  usual  distrust  with  which  their  information  must  be  received — Of  the 
people  at  large? 

By  what  channel,  could  I  have  access  to  their  means  or  abilities? — and,  indeed, 
My  Lord,  I  fear  I  need  not  represent  to  your  experience,  that  the  Station  which 
I  fill,  deprived  of  intermediate  officers,  peculiarly  disables  me  from  receiving  in 
person  just  and  original  information.  On  the  Military  principles,  My  Lord, 
which  I  have  imbibed  from  my  early  infancy,  and  carried  into  execution  as  far 
as  has  been  in  my  power,  I  feel  ashamed  whenever  I  add  my  signature  of  ap¬ 
proval  to  sanction  documents  which  I  cannot  investigate,  nor  does  the  necessity 
of  the  case  reconcile  me  to  such  a  practice  without  a  certain  degree  of  hesita¬ 
tion. 

Under  these  circumstances,  My  Lord,  I  availed  myself  of  the  abilities  of 
Mr.  Commissary  McGill,  and  requesting  of  him  the  performance  of  duties  which 
the  Head  of  the  Department  from  his  residence  in  Quebec  could  not  execute,  and 
considering  him  in  the  light  of  an  intermediate  Superintendent,  I  requested  of  him 
(Mr.  McGill),  to  digest  from  every  source  of  information  that  he  could  collect, 
in  particular  from  the  respective  Commissaries,  a  report  to  be  transmitted  to  Major 
General  Clarke,  Commanding  in  Chief. 

Your  Lordship,  I  presume,  must  admit  this  method  of  fulfilling  the  Major 
General’s  wishes  to  be  prudent  and  necessary,  and  to  have  marked  my  zeal  to 
comply  with  his  desire.  If  this  be  allowed,  it  naturally  must  follow  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  superintending  branch  of  the  Commissary’s  Department  for  the  due 
execution  of  all  general  and  especial  purposes  in  this  Province,  and  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  that  check  and  control  which  otherwise  is  only  specious  and  imaginary. 
For  my  part,  My  Lord,  I  am  free  to  affirm,  and  I  am  hourly  strengthened  in  my 
opinion,  that  there  is  no  necessity  why  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  should 
have  a  more  immediate  dependence  in  the  detail  of  its  arrangements  upon  the  Heads 
of  Departments  residing  at  Quebec,  than  that  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
nor  do  I  see  why,  having  a  Brigade  Major  as  a  Branch  of  the  Adjutant  General’s 
Department,  there  should  not  be  a  similar  establishment  in  that  of  the  Quarter 
Master  General  or  of  the  Commissary. 

However,  My  Lord,  as  such  does  not  seem  to  be  Your  Lordship’s  inclination 
and  having  contented  myself  with  proving  the  grounds  on  which  I  was  not  allowed 
a  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General  to  have  been  mistaken,  and  stating  the  incon¬ 
veniences  to  the  King’s  Service  from  the  withholding  of  this  intermediate  Officer 
as  they  arose,  upon  this  recent  occasion  of  being  directed  to  appoint  an  Agent 
for  purchases,  a  new  Institution,  I  simply  confined  his  Authority  to  what  might 
enable  him  duly  to  execute  the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  and  in  so  doing,  I  certainly 
expected  to  have  met  with  Your  Lordship’s  approbation,  and  I  must  affirm  to  Your 
Lordship  that  as  I  could  not  possibly  foresee  that  any  objection  whatsoever  could 
originate  from  the  Commissary  General,  so,  I  conceive,  the  papers  which  Your 
Lordship  has  transmitted  from  that  Gentleman  rather  support  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  my  Order.  It  must  appear,  My  Lord,  by  Major  General  Clarke’s 
letter  that  what  Your  Lordship  states  from  Mr.  Craigie,  (No.  6)  “He  also  objected 
to  the  high  price  demanded  for  flour  at  Niagara  and  Detroit,  and  points  out  the 
control  he  judges  necessary  to  check  extortion  and  abuses  in  the  Upper  Country,” 
I  have  shewn  was  applicable  only  to  a  single  point,  which  was  left  for  me  to  deter¬ 
mine,  and  that  “this  control  necessary  to  check  extortion  and  prevent  abuses,” 
was  to  be  derived  from  my  deciding  on  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  receival 
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of  flour  throughout  the  Province,  and  sanctioning  them  with  my  name,  and  from 
thence  Mr.  Craigie  deduces  the  general  inference: 

“He  trusts  that  Your  Lordship  will  perceive  there  was  no  want  of  caution 
on  his  part  to  guard  against  abuses.” 

I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit  that  all  the  caution  which  is  compatible  with 
Mr.  Craigie’s  situation  was  undoubtedly  made  use  of  by  him  to  guard  against 
abuses,  but  I  must  observe,  My  Lord,  that  even  considering  me  as  a  Commissary, 
superintending  the  whole  of  Upper  Canada,  as  my  Station  neither  admits  my  access 
to  the  source  of  abuses,  nor  can  my  other  duties  possibly  submit  me  to  such  in¬ 
vestigations,  as  I  have  elsewhere  stated  at  large,  Mr.  Craigie  in  fact  only  substan¬ 
tiates  with  his  opinion  the  existence  of  abuses  and  the  necessity  that  there  is  some¬ 
where  or  other  for  a  power  to  check  and  control  them.  He  gives  the  cause  and  case 
but  furnishes  no  guard.  This  power  in  the  present  instance,  in  my  opinion,  must 
be  vested  in  the  Agent  of  purchases. 

Mr.  Craigie  observes,  referring  to  the  means  of  carrying  into  execution  Messrs. 
Davison’s  contract:  “Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  means,  which  in  my  opinion 
may  be  found  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  Government,  and  the 
Messrs.  Davison’s  intentions  and  wishes  on  this  subject,  the  details— I  conceive, 
will  be  best  arranged  on  the  spot  by  Mr.  G.  Davison,  supported  as  he  will  there 
be  by  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  superior  judgment,  local  knowledge,  and  zeal 
for  promoting  the  general  advantage  of  the  Settlers,  as  well  as  the  purposes  of 
Government.” 

I  admit  all  these  advantages,  My  Lord,  as  so  many  data  which  support  the 
necessity  of  the  present  appointment  of  the  flour  Agency  and  the  Order  which  I 
have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  issue  for  its  due  execution,  nor  do  I  see  why  the 
same  opinions  of  Mr.  Craigie  in  respect  to  the  Contract  are  not  transferable  to 
Mr.  McGill,  the  Agent,  and  as  Mr.  Craigie  observes  on  the  contract  of  Mr.  A. 
Davison’s:  “The  mode  of  providing  the  supplies  was  from  that  period  no  longer 
under  my  control,  or  subject  to  be  regulated  by  me  in  any  respect.” 

I  cannot  comprehend  why  Mr.  Craigie  is  uneasy  at  the  present  appointment, 
and  the  means  in  my  judgment  proper  for  its  execution — I  certainly  challenge 
no  claim  to  superior  judgment  and  prove  it  by  calling  a  capable  man  to  exercise 
those  duties,  which  I  cannot  perform  myself  with  fidelity  to  the  public  service, 
and  which  from  his  local  situation  and  qualifications,  most  undoubtedly  he  can 
execute,  blending  Civil  and  Military  duties,  the  advantage  of  the  Settlers,  as  well 
as  supplying  the  Troops  with  regularity  and  cheapness.  It  is  in  the  details  alone 
in  which  new  regulations  equally  advantageous  to  the  Settlers  and  to  Government 
are  requisite,  and  Mr.  Craigie  justly  states,  “the  details  I  certainly  am  not  equally 
competent  to  judge  of.”  Who  then,  My  Lord,  is  to  judge  of  them?  Of  those 
objects  so  minute  in  themselves,  but  important  in  the  whole?  So  frequently 
varying  and  requiring  immediate  interposition,  so  very  different  in  different  parts 
of  the  Province,  who  is  personally  to  superintend  them?  Not  the  King’s  Repre¬ 
sentative  or  Officer  commanding  the  King’s  Forces.  It  is  incompatible  with  his 
Situation  and  would  degrade  it,  could  he  possibly  execute  such  inferior  duties. — 
Not  the  Commissaries  of  the  different  Stations:  they  are  fixed  to  their  Posts,  limited 
in  their  views,  and  act  under  different  impressions. 

Mr.  Craigie,  the  Commissary  General,  in  his  report  on  the  subject  immediately 
before  us,  has  stated:  “no  tender  of  flour  should  be  accepted  for  less  than  ten 
barrels.” — Mr.  Farquharson  at  Niagara — “None  less  than  fifty” — while  Mr. 
Reynolds  at  Detroit  has  received  flour  in  bags.  Mr.  Craigie  properly  observes: 
“Effectual  measures  should  certainly  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  abuse  and  exercise 
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of  partiality,  which  irom  the  supplies  in  all  probability  exceeding  the  demands, 
must  be  likely  to  happen,  and  so  difficult  to  avoid.  This  requires  regulations  to 
be  made  on  the  spot,  and  adopted  when  the  flour  is  received.” 

It  seems  therefore  a  matter  of  course,  My  Lord,  that  there  must  be  an  adequate 
power  somewhere  to  carry  into  effect  these  regulations  to  be  made  on  the  spot, 
and  this  necessary  Power,  you  will  perceive  I  have  properly  defined  and  delegated 
to  the  Agent  by  the  Order  which  has  been  complained  of  by  Mr.  Craigie — Nay, 
My  Lord,  had  not  the  Agent  been  appointed  by  Government,  but  by  the  Contractor* 
and  had  he  resided  in  this  Province  as  the  Contractor’s  Agent,  nothing  but  a  breach 
of  custom  could  have  made  me  hesitate  a  single  moment  in  not  issuing  the  same 
Order  in  his  behalf  as  I  have  done  in  that  of  Captain  McGill’s,  that  the  separate 
Commissaries  should  obey  such  instructions  as  they  might  from  time  to  time  receive 
from  the  Agent  of  the  Contractors  for  the  due  exercise  of  his  Office, — and  this 
mode,  My  Lord,  I  am  perfectly  convinced  would  be  in  all  respects  more  beneficial 
to  the  public  and  would  have  created  less  confusion,  than  that  after  general  regu¬ 
lations,  as  far  as  they  can  be  foreseen,  shall  have  been  established,  those  infinite 
details  which  must  occasionally  arise  be  decided  upon,  not  by  the  opinion  of  one 
person  entrusted  with  the  whole  business  and  contemplating  it  in  a  general  view, 
not  by  the  Agent  for  the  Contract,  but  the  various  Commissaries  of  the  separate 
and  diffeient  Posts  and  I  must  add,  My  Lord,  that  care  must  be  taken  that  those 
very  Commissaries  shall  shew  no  undue  partiality,  and  should  the  Agent  or  Com¬ 
missaries  exceed  their  duty  or  not  perform  it,  then  an  appeal  would  with  propriety 
lay  before,  me,  I  might  really  and  not  ostensibly  check  and  control  whatsoever 
should  be  .injurious  to  the  public  interest— The  part,  I  have  hitherto  selected  from 
Mr-  Craigie  s  letter,  and  those  which  I  proceed  to  observe  upon,  I  conceive,  support 
the  propriety  of  this  reasoning,  My  Lord,  as  to  the  confusion  Air.  Craigie  supposes 
may  be  introduced  into  his  office  by  this  Order.  New  instructions  must  require 
new  regulations  and  on  the  largest  scale.  To  attempt  to  govern  this  expanding 
Empire  upon  the  same  principles  as  when  it  was  a  Factory  for  the  fur  trade,  would 
have  been  blameable  in  the  King’s  Ministers,  so  in  no  trivial  object,  it  would  be 
obviously  improper  not  to  carry  a  more  extensive  system  into  execution,  because 
hereafter  the  Commissary  General  at  Quebec  could  superintend  by  general  regula¬ 
tions  and  annual  letters  the  Commissaries  at  the  King’s  Posts.— Such  regulations 
may  still  exist  as  far  as  possible,  but  must  be  subject  to  those  variations  which 
from  tune  to  time  may  be  expedient  and  necessary  to  be  carried  instantaneously 
into  execution  on  the  spot.  This  control  which  in  the  case  of  the  former  Contract 
Air.  C  raigie  stated  that  he  no  longer  possessed. 

In  offering  these  remarks  to  Your  Lordship,  I  have  hitherto  strictly  confined 
myself  to  my  very  inferior  and  comparatively  unimportant  duty  as  a  Alilitarv 
Officer  and  as  subordinate  to  Your  Lordship,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but,  My 
Lord,  should  the  Agency  for  the  Supplies  have  been  considered  as  an  Office  appointed 
by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  or  even  by  the  Contractors,  (my  nomination  of  the 
person  to  fill  the  office  being  with  obvious  propriety  taken  from  the  experience 
I  must  have  of  the  qualifications  of  the  man  and  the  business  I  must  transact 
with  him),  the  Commissaries  at  the  relative  Posts  must  have  received  such  orders 
as  might  have  enabled  the  Agent  so  appointed  to  execute  his  trust,  and  the  orders 
must  have  been  transmitted  through  me,  not  only  as  the  regular  channel  and 
in  conformity  to  the  General  Orders,  but  as  particularly  adverted  to  in  the  Commis¬ 
sary  General  s  directions  to  the  several  Commissaries  and  stated  by  Your  Lordship 
asm  your  judgment,  a  control  necessary  to  check  extortion  and  abuses  in  the  Upper 
Country,  and  this  Power ,  I  presume,  as  Air.  Craigie  admits  in  one  instance  he  cannot 
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see  any  propriety  in  refusing  in  another,  such  refusal  would  be  making  me,  My  Lord, 
subordinate  to  himself. 

In  regard  to  the  existing  regulations  of  the  Commissariat  neither  more  honour¬ 
able  pursuits  nor  my  disposition  permit  me  to  interfere  in  so  unimportant  a  matter, 
and  should  any  possible  object  claim  my  attention  as  necessary  for  alteration  in 
time  of  peace,  I  should  certainly  submit  it  to  the  Officer  who  had  sanctioned  the 
system  for  his  consideration.  Of  course,  I  undoubtedly  should  not  allow  any 
Agent  unnecessarily  to  contravene  general  regulations,  nor  on  the  other  hand, 
My  Lord,  should  I  permit  the  several  Commissaries  to  place  their  respective  inter¬ 
pretations  on  his  general  instructions  or  particular  deviations. 

In  my  idea,  My  Lord,  the  person  who  would  undertake  to  exercise  the  office 
without  due  authority,  would  prove  himself  disqualified  for  that  purpose  by  such 
imprudence. 

I  can  only  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  His  Majesty  in  his  wisdom  having 
thought  proper  to  blend  the  Military  and  Civil  Command  of  the  Provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  in  Your  Lordship,  (and  in  myself  relatively  to  my 
inferior  rank),  I  presume  that  “no  confusion  or  detriment  to  the  Service,”  can 
arise  from  any  sources  described  in  Mr.  Craigie’s  letter  to  Your  Lordship  and  his 
distress  on  that  account,  may  be  easily  obviated  by  any  general  regulations  you 
may  be  pleased  to  give,  or  any  method  you  may  point  out,  but  should  any  difficulties 
occur  so  as  to  prevent  such  regulations,  I  beg  to  affirm  the  abolition  of  the  un¬ 
necessary  dependence  of  the  Commissariat  in  Upper  Canada  on  that  of  the  Lower 
Province  in  its  minute  details  and  in  no  respect  that  I  can  foresee  can  be  injurious 
to  the  public  service,  while  the  interference  of  the  Commissary  General  might 
certainly  confuse  what  he  can  neither  personally  inspect  and  control. 

I  now,  My  Lord,  revert  to  a  more  important  object,  my  civil  duty,  on  which 
I  proffered  the  petition  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers. 
It  cannot  be  unknown  to  Your  Lordship,  and  will  soon  be  felt  in  Europe,  that  no 
part  of  universal  America  is  so  well  calculated  for  the  production  of  wheat  as  His 
Majesty’s  Province  of  Upper  Canada:  it  is  the  staple  of  the  Country,  and  in  all 
probability  may  become  most  advantageous  both  in  respect  to  its  immediate 
population  and  permanent  industry.  It  has,  therefore,  been  my  duty  to  pay  parti¬ 
cular  attention  to  this  branch  of  produce  and  consumption. 

Your  Lordship  and  it  should  seem,  other  Military  Commanders,  gave  every 
support  to  the  inhabitants,  by  occasioning  the  consumption  of  the  Troops,  virtually 
to  operate  as  a  bounty. 

The  great  difficulty  has  been,  how  to  carry  into  effect  this  wise  system  in  the 
most  diffusive  manner.  To  this  object,  my  views  have  been  more  particularly 
called  by  the  circumstances  which  have  been  related:  a  system  has  been  proposed 
in  consequence — The  details  are  amply  before  Your  Lordship,  excepting  that  I  mean 
for  the  general  benefit,  not  only  to  extend  the  receiving  Posts  to  every  situation 
where  there  shall  be  a  King’s  Commissary,  but  hereafter  to  every  Mill  where  a 
King’s  Vessel  can  be  loaded,  and  that  upon  due  consideration,  I  have  not  as  yet 
thought  proper  to  have  a  Bill,  which  has  been  long  before  me,  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  of  the  Country,  to  establish,  as  is  the  case  in  the  United  States,  sworn 
inspectors  of  manufactured  flour. 

To  secure  to  Government,  at  a  cheap  rate,  the  supplies  for  its  Military  Force, 
against  the  combination  of  those,  through  whose  channels  hitherto  they  have  been 
solely  provided,  it  is  necessary  there  be  public  Magazines,  but  a  consideration  of 
much  greater  magnitude  presents  itself  to  those  who  administer  the  Government 
of  the  Province,  the  means  of  preventing  a  dearth,  and  possibly  a  famine,  during 
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the  infancy  of  this  remote  Country,  separate  as  it  is  from  all  external  resources, 
by  the  erection  of  adequate  Magazines. 

This  duty  is  more  particularly  enforced  upon  me,  My  Lord,  by  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  consequences  of  the  scarcity  in  the  year  1789,  which  were  calami¬ 
tous  in  the  extreme  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  have  materially  impeded 
its  population. 

In  a  country  of  the  extent  and  fertility  of  Upper  Canada,  when  it  should 
hereafter  be  sufficiently  settled,  the  future  failures  of  the  season  may  not  be  injurious, 
as  the  scarcity  in  one  part  will  probably  be  compensated  by  a  beneficial  harvest 
m  another,  and  private  speculations  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  public  granaries, 
but  the  insect  known  in  the  United  States  as  the  Hessian  or  Independent  Fly, 
made  its  appearance  in  this  Province  last  year,  has  materially  injured  the  crops 
of  the  present,  and  possibly  in  the  next  season  may  be  ruinous. 

To  guard  against  the  ill  consequences  of  such  an  event,  I  should,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  had  my  appointment  of  flour  Agent  not  been  annulled  by  the  contract 
of  the  "Victualling  Office  or  disappointment  by  Your  Lordship,  have  purchased 
Magazines  the  present  year.  This  object  could  not  be  adventured  upon  without 
loss  and  expence  to  the  Public,  unless  the  Commissaries  at  the  respective  Posts 
should  receive  directions  for  the  provisions  being  issued  to  the  King’s  Troops  as 
cn  cumstances  might  demand,  and  this,  My  Lord,  I  apprehend  from  the  minutes 
of  a  con  vei  sat  ion  Mr.  McGill  held  with  Mr.  Craigie  at  Quebec,  he  did  not  suppose 
Your  Lordship  would  admit.  The  minutes  are  not  now  before  me:  I  will  forward 
R/rC°^  Your  Lordship  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  transmitted  them  to 

Mi .  Rose  in  my  recent  application  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  Another  branch 
of  t lie  provision  trade  will  in  all  probability  by  proper  attention  become  of  essential 
impol  tance  to  this  Province  and  to  the  Empire  at  large.  I  mean  the  supply  of 
salted  Pork,  of  which,  I  believe,  near  1000  barrels  will  this  year  be  obtained  from 
the  Settlements.  I  am  to  remark  that  nothing  in  many  of  these  points  can  be  more 
injurious  to  the  King’s  interests  than  the  petty  contracts  entered  into  in  London  to 
serve  particular  houses  in  Montreal  and  their  dependents  in  this  Province. — the 
establishment  of  an  Agent  for  purchases  will  destroy  this  monopoly. 

The  interest  winch  those  who  administer  this  Government  have  to  prevent 
a  monopoly  resting  in  the  hands  of  the  Merchants  who  make  undue  use  of  the 
inoi  dmate  power  and  influence  derived  from  it,  has  been  adverted  upon  in  my 
communications  to  Major  General  Clarke  and  to  Your  Lordship,  and  may  be 
elucidated  if  necessary  personally  to  Your  Lordship  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Osgoode 
who  is  more  acquainted  with  this  circumstance  than  from  my  situation  it  was  pos- 
sible  for  me  to  be,  and  who  thought  it  worthy  of  immediate  attention. 

,  There  are,  My  Lord,  objects  of  still  wider  extent  and  importance  to  which 
the  1  revision  Tiade  of  this  Province  may  lead  that  I  have  detailed  in  my  report 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  together  with  such  means 
as  m  my  judgment  may  facilitate  their  operations  and  obviate  that  spirit  of  jealousy 
and  counteraction  which  many  respectable  persons  in  this  Province  are  apprehensive 
of  meeting  with  from  the  Merchants  residing  in  Lower  Canada.  Your  Lordship 
can  easily  suppose  that  I  have  made  the  strongest  remonstrances  in  my  power 
agamst  the  Contract  entered  into  by  Mr.  George  Davison  with  the  Victualling 
Office  and  have  pressed  the  resumption  of  the  appointment  of  a  flour  Agent. 

The  many  expressions  of  satisfaction  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Assembly 

having  notified  to  them  the  establishment  of  a  system,  agreeably  to  the  wishes 
oi  their  constituents,  will  leave  me  in  a  very  disagreeable  predicament,  should 
it  not  be  resumed  prior  to  the  next  Session. 
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I  am  to  conclude  with  observing  to  Youi’  Lordship  that  although  I  do  not  see 
any  grounds  which  Mr.  Craigie  has  for  uneasiness  on  public  or  private  considera¬ 
tions,  in  consequence  of  my  reports  to  Mr.  Dundas;  yet,  from  respect  to  Your  Lord- 
ship,  who,  on  a  separate  view  of  his  statement,  seems  inclined  to  think  him  liable 
to  imputations,  and  from  a  real  good  opinion  which  I  have  hitherto  entertained 
of  that  Gentleman,  I  should  venture  to  apply  upon  a  public  occasion  what  I  am 
always  ready  to  admit  in  private  life,  that  every  man  can  best  judge  for  himself 
of  the  sources  of  his  own  disquietude,  and  under  these  impressions  I  shall  immedi¬ 
ately  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  this  explanation  &  the  documents 
of  Mr.  Craigie,  which  have  been  enclosed  to  me  by  Your  Lordship,  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  requesting  they  may  be  conveyed  in  the  same  manner  as  my  dispatch 
to  Mr.  Dundas  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  do  away,  (if  such  be  the  case), 
any  impressions  on  which  Mr.  Craigie  “is  now  liable  to  be  censured  by  those  who 
do  not  know,  as  negligent  or  incapable,  merely  from  his  official  representation 
not  having  been  brought  forward  at  a  proper  time,”  in  my  letter  of  the  23rd  of 
August,  1793,  to  Mr.  Dundas.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 

P.S.  It  seems  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe  that  the  Order  I  gave  for  the 
preservation  of  pork  casks,  was  for  the  purpose  of  applying  them  to  the  use  of  the 
Engineer. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  COUNCIL  HELD  AT  BUFFALOE  CREEK. 

11th  Deer.  1794. 

Present. 

Lt.  Col.  Butler,  Dy  Agent. 

Chescaga  (Billy)  a  principal  Seneca  Chief  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Onondagas, 
Cayugas  and  a  Delaware  Chief. 

After  the  usual  Compliments  Coll.  Butler  addressed  them  as  follows. 
Brothers: 

Many  reports  have  been  received  at  Niagara  respecting  the  late  Treaty  at 
Kanandarque  some  of  them  stated  that  you  had  sold  all  your  Country  and  others 
the  Greatest  Part,  as  I  have  never  paid  attention  to  flying  reports,  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  transmit  them  to  Lord  Dorchester  but  having  now  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  the  Truth  I  request  you  will  inform  me  of  the  Particulars  of  that  Treaty. 
Chescaga  (Billy)  a  Principal  Seneca  Chief  answered  as  follows. 

Brother:  We  return  you  thanks  for  not  paying  attention  to  the  reports  that 
have  been  spread  at  Niagara  and  for  Preventing  these  from  being  sent  to  Lord 
Dorchester. 

Brother:  All  our  Proceedings  at  that  Council  were  committed  to  writing 
and  those  writings  are  in  Possession  of  some  of  our  Chiefs  who  are  not  yet  arrived. 
We  shall  immediately  send  for  them  that  you  may  have  the  whole  before  you. 

O’Bale  a  Principal  Chief  was  present  at  that  meeting  and  is  daily  expected. 
We  decline  Answering  further  untill  the  Papers  arrive. 

Col.  Butler  replyed, 

Brothers:  I  am  sorry  to  have  received  from  you  such  an  evasive  Answer. 
It  was  not  a  matter  of  curiosity  but  for  your  Interest  that  I  applyed  for  a  true  ac¬ 
count  of  that  Treaty,  and  to  prevent  anything  to  your  prejudice  being  transmitted 
to  your  Great  Father.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  that  your  Answer  is 
very  improper  on  this  occasion. 
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The  Seneca  Chief  then  replyed  as  follows. 

Brother:  We  had  agreed  that  no  part  of  the  Council  was  to  be  divulged 
until  the  Papers  were  arrived  then  we  were  to  inform  Our  Father  of  what  had 
passed,  this  was  to  prevent  misrepresentation,  but  as  you  say  reports  of  the  treaty 
have  been  spread  abroad  I  will  now  inform  you  of  the  Heads  of  what  passed  between 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  United  States. 

Brother:  When  we  met  in  Council  at  Kanandarqui  we  informed  Mr.  Pickering 
that  we  must  abide  by  the  Line  agreed  upon  by  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Lake 
Indians  last  year  at  the  General  Council  of  the  Confederate  Indians  held  at  the 
rapids  of  the  Miamis,  this  Line  runs  between  the  Heads  of  the  Waters  that  fall 
into  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio,  and  is  marked  on  a  map  delivered  to  the  Lake  Indians. 

Col.  Pickering  answered, 

Brothers : 

As  to  the  Land  claimed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  you  can  have  no  Preten¬ 
tion  that  land  has  been  purchased  and  paid  for,  it  was  first  bought  from  the  Dela¬ 
wares,  then  from  the  Hurons,  and  lastly  from  the  Six  Nations  at  the  treaty  of  Mus¬ 
kingum  all  those  Nations  gave  Deeds  for  that  Land  and  received  seperate 
Payments,  exclusive  of  what  they  received  of  Individuals,  therefore  you  cannot 
claim  any  part  of  that  tract  within  the  Territory  of  Pennsylvania. 

Brothers:  You  will  know  that  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  O’Bale  with 
other  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  gave  up  to  the  United  States  four  miles  Deep  from 
Johnson’s  landing1  along  the  Water  between  the  two  Lakes  and  extending  along 
Lake  Erie  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  this  tract  I  now  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
restore  to  you  in  order  to  make  your  minds  easy — And  to  show  that  they  mean  to 
do  you  Justice. 

Brothers:  In  former  times  you  gave  to  the  King  a  tract  of  land  four  miles 
Deep  from  Johnson’s  landing  to  the  first  Creek  above  Stedman’s,  this  land  the  King 
gave  the  United  States  when  they  threw  him  upon  his  Back  and  from  which  he 
is  not  yet  recovered,  therefore  Brothers  you  can  have  no  claim  to  this  Land. 

Brothers:  We  now  want  a  road  from  Johnson’s  landing  to  the  Creek  above 
Stedman’s  also  one  from  thence  along  the  River  to  Buffaloe  Creek,  for  your  Con¬ 
venience  as  well  as  our  own,  we  also  want  an  Open  road  from  the  Genesee  Creek 
to  Buffaloe  Creek. 

To  this  the  Six  Nations  Answered  Mr.  Pickering  as  follows, 

Brother:  Since  the  Lands  claimed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  been 
sold  by  Our  Chiefs,  the  Six  Nations  relinquishes  that  part  of  the  Country  provided 
a  free  communication  between  them  and  their  Western  Brethern  is  allowed,  thro’ 
that  part,  they  agree  to  give  the  United  States  leave  to  make  a  road  from  the 
Upper  end  of  Stedman’s  Carrying  Place  to  the  Black  rock  but  that  road  to  remain 
the  property  of  the  Six  Nations,  as  to  the  Lands  we  gave  in  former  times  to  the 
King  it  depends  upon  him  to  allow  you  a  passage  through  that. 

To  Col.  Butler. 

This,  Brother,  I  know  to  have  passed,  when  the  papers  arrive  you  will  have 
the  transactions  more  fully  before  you. 

Received  this  Paper  from  Lt.  Colonel  Butler,  D.A.I.A. 

John  Smith. 

J*  G.  S.  Major  5th  Regt. 

Endorsed: — (No  1 )  In  Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  19  of  the  17th  Feby  1795.  (7) 

In  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  JfO  to  Lord  Dorchester. 

i  Johnson’s  Landing  was  at  the  mouth  of  Four  Mile  Creek  on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Vide  F.  H.  Severance,  An  Old  Frontier  of  France,  II,  282. 
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FROM  PETER  DRUMMOND  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Edwardsburg,  December  12th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  embrace  the  first  opportunity  that  offers  since  I  heard  of  your  arrival  at 
Kingstown,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  with  beating  orders  and 
instructions  to  raise  a  company  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Battalion,  I  beg  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  Communicate  to  His  Excellency,  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
that  I  accept  of  the  same  with  gratitude,  and  shall  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to  for¬ 
ward  the  business.  I  have  already  got  twenty  five  recruits,  notwithstanding  the 
disadvantages  I  labor  under  by  having  so  many  recruiting  parties  before  me  in 
this  quarter. 

As  His  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  indulge  me  with  the  nomination  of  my 
subalterns,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  my  Lieut.  Mr.  William  Fraser,  (a  son  of 
Captain  Thomas  Fraser);  it  would  be  needless  for  me  to  mention  the  merits  of 
the  family,  to  entitle  him  to  this  appointment,  as  their  services,  loyalty  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  British  Government  is  so  well  known  without  any  encomiums  of  mine. 

I  have  not  yet  determined  who  I  shall  recommend  for  my  Ensign  but  shall 
communicate  it  to  you  when  I  have  concluded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

Peter  Drummond. 

Major  Littlehales. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  December  13th,  1794. 
Sir : 

The  return  of  the  bearer  to  Niagara  furnishes  me  with  an  opportunity  of  in¬ 
forming  Your  Excellency  that  nothing  material  has  occurred  in  this  District  since 
my  letters  to  you  by  the  Nancy. 

I  have  desired  Colonel  McKee  to  acquaint  you  with  the  conduct  of  young 
Isaac  Williams  at  Sandusky  and  to  request  your  instructions  relative  to  him. 
He  is  at  present  acting  a  dangerous  part  and  is  too  far  out  of  my  reach  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended,  or  I  should  send  him  down  to  you.  He  cloaks  himself  under  the  char¬ 
acter  of  an  Indian  and  does  not  deny  his  intentions  of  making  a  peace  for  the  Indians 
with  the  United  States  if  he  can.  Colonel  McKee  imagines  that  he  is  in  pay  with 
General  Wayne  since  the  Commissioners  were  here,  tho’  he  certainly  was  in  the 
actions  of  Fort  Recovery  and  the  Miamis  with  the  Indians,  he  apprehends  he  now 
is  a  Spy. 

The  Militia  were  long  since  dismissed  agreeably  to  Your  Excellency’s  instruc¬ 
tions  from  Brownstown.  Those  entitled  to  pay  are  anxious  to  receive  it.  I  have 
long  since  sent  you  the  abstracts  for  pay  for  those  Detachments  that  were  embodied 
here  last  August  and  beg  to  receive  your  instructions  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
making  the  usual  charge  for  rations  when  their  pay  is  offered  to  them.  The  ab¬ 
stracts  I  sent  were  signed  by  the  Colonels  of  the  different  Regiments  and  were 
accompanied  by  a  General  Abstract  signed  by  me. 

I  am  concerned  to  report  to  you  that  the  officers  at  Fort  Miamis  are  not  yet 
under  cover,  and  that  berths  for  the  men  are  not  constructed  and  from  Lieutenant 
Cooper’s  report  to  me,  I  do  not  imagine  that  the  officers  will  get  into  the  temporary 
log  houses  intended  for  them  until  some  time  next  month.  I  will  on  Lieutenant 
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Adye’s  return  from  Chatham  explain  to  you  and  I  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  Lord 
Dorchester  too,  the  particulars  of  the  disbursements  in  the  Engineers’  Department 
here  mentioned  in  his  Lordship’s  letter  to  Your  Excellency,  a  copy  of  which  I 
received  by  the  Chippawa  after  a  passage  of  twenty  days. 

The  Dunmore  returned  here  the  26th  ult.  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  get  to  Michilimackinac,  which  I  much  fear  will  be  attended  with  great  disap¬ 
pointment  and  some  distress  to  the  Garrison  there.  I  continue  to  supply  the  In¬ 
dians  at  Swan  Creek  with  provisions,  and  trust  they  will  not  suffer  any  want  of 
them  during  the  Winter,  Tho’  the  supply  is  attended  with  great  trouble  and  risk. 

Should  an  opportunity  offer  be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  I  am  to  attend  to  any 
requisitions  made  for  materials  by  Lieutenant  Cooper  for  Fort  Miamis.  That 
Post  has  hitherto  been  supplied  by  me  agreeably  to  your  general  instructions  to 
me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

.  R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 


FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  13th  December  1794. 
Sir: 

The  Shawanese  &  Mingoes  who  had  left  this  for  the  Southward  are  returned. 
I  inclose  you  the  Crane’s  Speech  to  them  which  was  the  cause  of  their  return. 
I  inclose  you  also  Isaac  W  illiams  Speech  to  Wayne  &  that  of  the  Crane  lately  sent 
to  which  no  answer  has  yet  been  received.  A  copy  of  Captain  Steele’s  letter  to 
me  with  what  intelligence  which  two  late  deserters  bring  in  is  also  inclosed. 

Mr.  Clark’s  Huron  friend  is  returned,  the  occasion  of  his  long  absence  was  in 
order  to  see  young  Zeans  to  learn  what  has  passed  between  Wayne  &  the  Sandusky 
ambassadors. 

They  left  Sandusky  with  the  war  song  &  came  to  Zean’s  camp  &  told  his  wife 
they  were  going  to  war.  When  the  young  man  arrived  some  time  after  &  found 
his  comrades  had  passed  he  followed  &  overtook  them  a  little  way  from  his  Father’s 
&  finding  they  had  no  provisions  took  them  back  with  him  to  the  Camp  and  there 
they  disclosed  the  secret.  Young  Zeans  said  he  would  accompany  them  be  the  con¬ 
sequence  what  it  would. 

They  arrived  at  Greenville  when  an  express  was  sent  to  Wayne  who  arrived 
there  with  the  Express  16  days  afterwards. 

He  told  them  he  was  glad  to  see  them  come  upon  the  business  they  did  &  at 
the  same  time  pitied  their  condition  in  listening  always  to  the  English  who  wished 
to  have  them  in  the  same  situation  as  themselves  unable  to  help  themselves.  They 
told  them  always  to  be  strong  and  defend  their  country  &  furnished  them  with 
ammunition,  but  they  might  be  convinced  from  their  late  conduct  that  they  had 
neither  the  power  nor  inclination  to  help  them.  He  had  only  employed  the  force 
of  his  little  finger  which  they  were  not  able  to  resist  &  dared  not  fire  at  him  altho’ 
under  the  walls  of  their  Fort.  He  advised  them  to  return  to  the  side  of  the  Scioto, 
where  they  would  be  safe,  as  his  young  men  meant  to  range  the  plains  this  winter 
&  destroy  everything  that  came  in  their  way. 

That  he  heard  the  Shawanese  Delawares  Miamis  &  Colo.  McKee  were  camp’d 
below  the  English  Fort  on  the  banks  of  the  River  &  would  pay  them  a  visit  this 
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winter  with  some  of  his  young  men  accompanied  by  7000  Militia  &  500  Chicka- 
saws,  if  they  resisted  their  ruin  would  be  the  consequence,  if  they  fled  before  him 
he  would  turn  off  &  build  a  house  at  Sandusky  among  his  good  friends  the  Wyandots, 
then  return  to  Greenville.  The  Fort  the  English  had  built  at  the  Rapids  he  would 
pass  on  the  opposite  side  &  build  a  Fort  at  Turkey  Point  where  he  would  be  joined 
by  a  party  of  Americans  from  Fort  Pitt,  by  the  way  of  Cayahaga.  He  would  next 
proceed  to  Brown’s  Town  when  he  would  summon  the  English  to  leave  his  houses 
&  lands  &  pass  to  the  other  side  which  they  would  quickly  do  &  then  he  would 
walk  quietly  in  &  take  possession  of  his  own.  He  told  them  also  that  he  had 
received  letters  from  Congress  whereby  he  understood  that  Great  Britain  granted 
the  Americans  all  their  claims  of  consequence,  if  the  Indians  had  any  Idea  of  their 
own  interest  they  would  take  the  15  Fires  by  the  hand,  who  altho’  able  with  their 
little  fingers  to  crush  them  were  always  more  ready  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  peace 
than  continue  a  war  which  in  the  event  would  prove  the  ruin  of  all  the  Indian 
Nations. 

The  Interpreters  having  got  a  Cargo  of  Rum  from  Fort  Miamis  &  being  all 
drunk  as  well  as  the  Indians  has  prevented  me  from  sending  off  the  express  as  soon 
as  I  otherwise  would,  having  nobody  to  interpret  the  Speeches  from  Sandusky. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

George  Ironside. 

Colonel  McKee,  Depty  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs 
Detroit. 


FROM  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Kingston,  15th  Deer.  1794. 
Sir: 

In  the  Account  herewith  enclosed  your  Excellency  will  see  at  one  view  the 
Quantity  and  Value  of  such  Part  of  our  last  years  surplus  Produce  as  hath  been 
either  exported  or  furnished  on  the  Spot  for  the  use  of  Government,  To  this  may 
be  added  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  Bushels  of  wheat  &  other  Grain  con¬ 
sumed  within  the  year  by  our  Breweries  &  Distilleries,  and  which  otherwise  must 
have  been  exported  in  Exchange  for  a  much  smaller  portion  of  Spirits  and  malt 
liquor  than  it  has  produced  on  the  Spot;  and  may  be  considered  as  having  added  at 
least  the  Amt  of  the  freight  of  the  Corn  to  Montreal,  and  of  the  Beer  &  Spirits 
from  thence  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  Casks  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Districts, 
or  to  use  a  language  more  conformable  to  our  Circumstances,  as  having  enabled 
us  to  expend  so  much  more  for  Cloathing  &  other  Articles. 

I  find  also  upon  very  particular  Inquiry,  that  the  quantity  of  Pork  collected 
here  this  Fall  exceeds  eight  hundred  Barrels.  This  is  more  by  nearly  three  fourths 
than  was  produced  last  year,  and  it  would  have  been  still  more  considerable  if  the 
very  great  Drought  of  the  last  summer  had  not  almost  destroyed  the  Crops  of 
Indian  Corn  on  which  the  Pork  in  this  Country  is  usually  fattened.  If  no  similar 
misfortune  should  occur,  I  expect  in  the  Course  of  next  Autumn  twelve  hundred 
Barrels  may  be  collected  here — In  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  George  Davison 
I  have  however  been  much  more  moderate  in  my  Estimate  of  this  Article,  stating 
only  that  he  might  rely  on  one  thousand  Barrels  from  the  District  by  the  month 
of  May,  1796. — I  did  not  at  that  time  know  that  the  quantity  collected  this  year 
was  quite  so  considerable  as  it  is;  and  besides  assurances  of  this  kind,  which  will 
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probably  regulate  the  Contracts  for  Irish  Pork  should  be  so  moderate  as  to  allow 
for  every  possible  accident.  For  a  failure  in  them  might  be  attended  wTith  much 
present  Inconvenience  to  His  Majesty’s  Service,  as  well  as  permanent  damage 
to  the  Colony,  by  discouraging  all  reliance  on  them  in  future. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  our  prospects  for  Wheat  &  Flour  are  not  equally 
favorable;  for  although  from  the  best  information  that  I  can  collect,  we  have  about 
five  thousand  Bushels  of  Wheat  on  hand  of  the  Crop  of  1793,  yet  I  think  it  doubtful 
whether  we  shall  be  able  to  do  more  than  meet  the  internal  demands  for  this  Article, 
including  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Troops,  and  the  Appearance  of  that  des¬ 
tructive  Insect,  the  Hessian  Fly  amongst  us  has  occasioned  great  anxiety  about  this 
important  branch  of  our  Agriculture. 

It  is  a  more  pleasing  Circumstance  to  call  to  your  Excellency’s  Notice,  that 
while  the  Agriculture  of  the  Country  is  greatly  encouraged  by  supplying  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Articles  of  Provision  wranted  for  the  Troops  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
Province,  a  very  considerable  Expence  is  thereby  saved  to  Government,  which 
even  on  the  Provisions  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  Account,  amounts  to  no  less  a 
sum  than  £2429.14  for  Transport  alone,  at  the  very  moderate  Allowance  of  10/ 
for  every  Bbl.  of  Flour,  3/  for  every  Bus.  of  Peas  and  15/  for  every  Bbl  of  Pork, 
without  taking  into  Account  the  Difference  of  about  2/8  Pr.  Bbl.  paid  here  for  the 
Flour  less  than  it  would  have  cost  in  Lower  Canada,  or  the  saving  which  arises 
from  this  mode  of  supply’s  precluding  in  a  great  measure  any  loss  for  damaged 
Provisions,  which  heretofore  hath  been  very  considerable  every  year. 

The  Article  of  Potash,  included  among  our  Exports,  is  very  much  on  the 
decline;  owing  in  part  to  the  rise  of  freight  and  Insurance  and  the  reduction  of 
price  in  England  occasioned  by  the  War;  but  principally  to  the  high  price  of  labour 
in  the  Country,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  Hands  at  almost  any  price. 

Considerable  quantities  of  Staves  &  even  Masts  &  Spars  have  been  sent  from 
this  District  since  the  year  1784;  but  this  business  hath  within  this  year  or  two  been 
altogether  abandoned  here — In  the  Eastern  District  however  it  is  still  carried  on, 
though  to  no  very  great  extent,  in  the  Article  of  Boards  &  Staves,  and  greater 
quantities  of  Potash  are  also  manufactured  there  than  in  this  District — But  al¬ 
though  the  Eastern  District  is  considerably  more  populous  than  this,  and  the 
quality  of  the  soil  little  if  at  all  inferior,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  it  has  never 
yet  produced  an  equal  quantity  of  Wheat  or  Flour,  and  in  the  curing  of  Pork  little 
or  nothing  has  been  done  there — This,  I  apprehend,  must  be  chiefly  attributed 
to  the  want  of  enterprising  Mercantile  Men  among  them.  For  it  must  consume 
more  time  than  the  Farmer  can  well  spare  to  convey  his  produce  himself  to  a  dis¬ 
tant  Market;  and  the  Manufacture  of  it,  particularly  Pork,  requires  besides  ex¬ 
perience,  more  attention  than  he  can  bestow  upon  it,  and  a  more  expensive  appara¬ 
tus  than  he  can  in  general  procure — A  ready  sale  for  his  produce  on  the  Spot,  at 
a  fair  price  seems  the  most  effectual  mode  of  stimulating  the  Industry  of  the 
Farmer. 

These  Observations  as  connected  with  the  Subject  of  the  enclosed  Paper  are 
most  respectfully  submitted  to  your  Excellency,  by 

Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  Servt. 

Richard  Cartwright. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe 

Endorsed: — (No  4)  In  Lt.  Govr  Simcoe’s  No.  13  of  the  21st  Deer.  1794 ■ 
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ACCOUNT  OF  WHEAT,  FLOUR  &  OTHER  ARTICLES  THE  PRODUCE  OF 
THE  MIDLAND  DISTRICT  OF  UPPER  CANADA,  EXPORTED  FROM 
THE  TOWN  OF  KINGSTON,  OR  DELIVERED  THERE  FOR  THE 
USE  OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S  TROOPS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1794, 

WITH  THEIR  VALUE,  VIZT. 


Exported  to  Lower  Canada. 

12823  Bus.  Wheat,  Winchester  Measure  at  3/ 
896  Baris  of  Flour  23/4 

83  do.  of  Midlings  or  Biscuit  Flour  15/ 
3016  lbs.  Hogs  lard.  6d 

15  tons  Potash.  £18. 


Furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 
3240  Bbls.  of  Flour. 

2938  Bus.  of  Peas. 

480. Baris  of  Pork. 


23/4. 

4/6 

90/ 


Exported  to  Niagara  &  York. 

1624  Bus.  Wheat.  3/ 

356  Bbls  Flour.  23/4 

2500  lbs.  Gammon.  8d. 


Recapitulation. 

Amt.  of  Articles  exported  to  L.  Canada, 
do.  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Troops, 
do.  exported  to  Niagara  &  York. 

Total  Curry  at  5/  the  dollar. 


£1923.9.- 
1045.6.8 
62.5  - 
75.8.- 
270.-  - 


£3376 . 

8.8. 

£3780 . 

661. 

1. 

2160. 

£6601 . 

1. 

£  243. 

12. 

415. 

.6.8. 

83. 

.6.8. 

£  742. 

5.4. 

£3376 

.8.8. 

6601 

.1. 

742 

.5.4. 

£10719.15. 


In  the  Articles  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  are  not  included  one  hundred 
Bbls  of  Pork  delivered  this  Fall  under  a  Contract  of  Messrs.  Brickwood,  Pattle 
&  Co.  but  they  being  the  produce  of  the  present  year,  are  considered  part  of  the 
800  Baris  mentioned  in  the  remarks  accompanying  this  as  collected  in  the  present 
Autumn. 


Richard  Cartwright. 
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FROM  WILLIAM  FRASER  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Johnstown,1  December  16th,  1794. 
Sir: 

Mr.  Lewis  Grant  informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  you  requesting 
that  he  should  procure  a  house  for  His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe  in  New  Johns¬ 
town,2  therefore  I  would  esteem  it  an  honor  that  His  Excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  accept  of  my  house  as  long  as  he  will  do  us  the  honor  of  stajung  in  the  Eastern 
District. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  it  is  not  more  convenient  for  His  Excellency,  but  there 
is  none  better  in  Johnstown.  It  has  two  rooms,  two  bed-rooms  and  a  kitchen, 
should  this  poor  accomodation  please  His  Excellency,  which  is  ready  at  any  moment, 
I  will  think  myself  very  happy  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

William  Fraser.* 

Edward  Baker  Littlehales,  Esq. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Kingston,  Dec.  18th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  am  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  the  transactions  of  the  Council  at  which 
I  was  present  at  the  Miamis,  and  sundry  papers  communicated  by  Lieut.  Colonel 
England. 

These  dispatches  overtook  me  on  my  way  round  Lake  Ontario  to  this  place. 
I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  I  received  from  Colonel 
McKee,  and  my  Answer. 

It  appears  to  me  of  the  greatest  moment  that  the  purchase  necessary  to  be 
made  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  on  the  Thames  at  once  to  conciliate  their  affections, 
and  for  the  present,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Kingston,  Dec.  18th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  am  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  the  report  of  the  Council  at  the  Miamis 
and  papers  from  Col.  England. 

It  appears  to  me  of  the  greatest  moment  that  the  purchase  necessary  to  be 
made  of  the  Chippeway  Indians  on  the  Thames  at  once  to  conciliate  their  affections 
and  for  the  public  Service,  should  have  taken  place  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
and  on  the  same  principle  I  have  sent  a  Speech  to  the  Indians  on  Sturgeon  and 
Matchadosh  (now  Gloucester)  Bay  to  meet  on  the  15th  of  May  at  York  when  I 
purpose  to  purchase  from  them  a  small  tract  of  territory  including  Pennotangushene 
and  Gloucester  Harbour,  a  Survey  of  which  I  transmit  to  Your  Lordship. 

1  Johnstown.  In  the  Township  of  Edwardsburgh,  three  miles  below  Prescott. 

2  New  Johnstown.  Subsequently  called  Cornwall,  in  the  Township  of  Cornwall. 

SFormerly  captain  in  the  Loyal  Rangers  (Jessup’s  Corps) ;  colonel  1st  Grenville  militia,  1812-5. 
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It  appears  to  me  of  singular  consequence  that  Colonel  McKee,  under  the 
probability  of  an  amicable  agreement  with  the  United  States  should  superintend 
in  person  the  purchases  to  be  made  of  the  Chippewas,  and  all  other  occurrences 
which  may  happen  in  that  quarter,  and  that  very  naturally  may  be  expected  to 
arise  from  new  arrangements. 

The  lands  on  the  Chanail  Ecarte,  as  Colonel  McKee’s  coinciding  with  me 
in  opinion,  are  intended  for  the  residence  of  the  Western  Indians,  if  they  think 
proper  to  come  there,  or  at  any  rate  to  shew  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  the  good 
intentions  of  the  King’s  Government  toward  them. 

I  have  received  no  further  information  relative  to  the  proceedings  between 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  United  States. 

t  Having  stated  these  Circumstances,  I  shall  wait  with  some  degree  of  Anxiety 
Your  Lordship’s  determination  whether  Colonel  McKee  shall  or  shall  not  proceed 
to  Quebec. 

I  am  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  I  have  always  considered  the  most 
important  part  of  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  part  of  the  Province  to 
be  kept  unsettled  to  be  that  which  stretches  along  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Os- 
wegatchie  and  Oswego,  and  public  report,  which  from  circumstances  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  has  certainly  asserted  that  many  of  the  King’s  Subjects  are  concerned 
with  the  ostensible  Proprietor  of  it.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  particularly  necessary 
that  all  the  purchase  made  from  the  Boundary  on  the  Northern  Side  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  should  be  properly  ascertained,  and  that  what  is  not  the  King’s  by  pur¬ 
chase  should  instantaneously  be  bought,  as  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  the  settlers 
on  the  other  side  of  the  bank,  whether  they  consist  of  Subjects  of  the  States,  or 
are  connected  with  those  of  the  King,  will  have  no  means  so  efficacious  to  injure 
this  Province  as  to  inspire  the  Indians  with  Jealousies  and  discontent. 

By  General  Wilkinson’s  Letters  to  Col.  England,  I  have  reason  to  hope,  My 
Lord,  that  the  President  Washington  has  found  means  to  communicate  to  General 
Wayne  the  agreement  between  Mr  Jay  and  Lord  Grenville,  in  consequence  of  which 
I  presume  that  the  strong  detachment  which  is  intimated  in  some  of  their  Papers 
to  proceed  against  the  Indians,  will  not  approach  the  King’s  Posts. 

I  received  the  Express  forwarded  by  Your  Lordship,  with  the  Copy  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland’s  Letter,  dated  August  the  12th,  1794,  on  my  way  to  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  BUTLER. 

Kingston,  Dec.  20th,  1794. 

Dr.  Sir. 

It  is  His  Excellency’s  desire  that  you  will  meet  him  at  York  on  the  15th  of 
next  May,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  at  a  conference  to  be  held  there  with  some 
of  the  Lake  Indians,  preparatory  to  a  purchase  being  made  at  Matchedash,  now 
Gloucester  Bay,  &  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  bring  with  you  such  presents  for  the 
Indians  as  may  be  proper  for  this  occasion,  of  which  I  shall  acquaint  Major  Smith, 
the  Commandant  of  Niagara,  to  whom  you  will  make  the  necessary  application 
and  requisition.  I  am,  Sir/&c. 

Col.  Butler,  E.  B.  Littlehales. 

S.I.A.  Niagara. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Kingston,  20th  Dec.  1794. 

My  Lord:  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  T  .  , 

I  beg  to  inform  Your  Lordship  that  Col.  McKee  thought  the  lands  I  wish  to 
purchase  of  the  Chippewas,  under  the  Ideas  with  which  Your  Lordship  is  acquainted, 
might  amount  to  goods  of  the  value  of  twelve  hundred  Pounds  or  so,  York  Currency 
—As  there  are  no  goods  in  the  Indian  Store,  the  Colonel  proposed  to  procure  them 
from  some  of  the  Merchants— Messrs  Baby,  who  by  the  advance  of  Wayne’s 
Army  would,  in  all  probability,  be  cut  off  from  the  Trade  for  which  they  were 

intended.  .  .  , 

It  appears  to  me  that  in  many  points,  the  obtaining  of  these  goods  might  be 

advantageous  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs. 

In  respect  to  Pennotangushene  Harbour  and  the  purchases  necessary  to  be 
made  in  that  quarter,  my  object  at  present  is  to  secure  the  purchase  so  as  to  be 
completed  in  the  Autumn,  when  I  should  hope  a  proper  quantity  of  goods  might 
be  sent  up  to  pay  the  Indians  who  own  the  land,  and  that  a  Post  may  be  established 
in  that  important  Station.  Col.  Butler,  of  course,  will  superintend  this  trans- 

action.  i  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

I  hope  to  receive  Your  Lordship’s  approbation  of  the  steps  1  have  taken  tor 
the  carrying  into  execution  these  objects,  of  which  the  most  urgent  necessity 
obviously  enforces  the  immediate  completion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble.  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL 
FOR  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS. 

Kingston,  Upper  Canada, 

December  20th,  1794. 

My  Lords: 

Having  lately  passed  round  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  from  York 
to  Kingston  I  beg  leave  to  submit  some  Observations  on  the  progress  of  those 
Settlements,  and  accompany  this  Report  which  I  request  may  be  considered  as 
supplementary  to  that  of  the  first  of  September,  1794,  with  the  account  of  the 
exports  from  Kingston,  which  I  had  not  received  when  I  was  obliged  to  transmit 
that  Report  to  Your  Lordships. 

Having  stated  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  the  great  importance  which  I  attached 
to  York  (late  Toronto)  and  received  his  direction  to  give  due  encouragement  to 
that  Settlement,  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  to  observe  that  Seventy  families 
at  the  least  are  settling  in  its  Vicinity,  and  principally  on  the  Communication 
between  that  Town  and  Holland  River,  which  falls  into  Lake  Simcoe  (La  Clie, 
Shenyong  or  Oenteronk) — The  soil  is  represented  to  be  most  admirable,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  well  adapted  to  the  Cultivation  of  Hemp,  by  proper  Management,  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  Cordage  wanted  for  the  Transport  vessels  on  the  Lakes  will, 
virtually,  afford  the  same  species  of  Bounty,  and  encouragement  to  the  Production 
of  Hemp,  as  the  Consumption  of  the  King’s  forces  does  to  the  Farmers,  by  opening 
a  market  in  the  first  instance  for  their  surplus  flour  and  Pork,  so  that  ultimately 
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the  growth  of  these  Commodities  will  naturally  be  extended  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  Province  and  the  Commerce  of  the  Parent  Country  and  its  dependencies . 

I  beg  permission  to  enclose  a  Plan  of  the  Harbour  of  Pennatangushene  in 
Gloucester,  Sturgeon,  or  Matchadosh  Bay,  I  propose  to  purchase 
Not  of  the  Indians  a  sufficient  space  of  Land  for  the  erection  of  a  Town 

Enclosed.  in  that  district;  and  as  I  think,  under  existing  circumstances  not 

a  moment  is  to  be  lost,  I  have  desired  the  Trader1  who  lives  there 
(and  who  in  reality  governs  the  Indians  with  whom  he  resides)  to  bring  the  Chiefs 
for  that  purpose  to  meet  me  at  York  in  May  next. 

Should  any  circumstances  happen,  so  that  His  Majesty’s  Troops  should 
evacuate  Michilimackinack,  I  should  presume  the  establishment  of  a  Post  at  this 
Harbour  would  be  highly  expedient;  even  should  the  Island  of  St.  Joseph,  in  the 
Straits  of  St.  Mary  require  a  detachment  and  not  be  left  totally  to  the  protection 
of  the  Merchants — I  contemplate  Gloucester  or  Pennatangushene  from  its  situa¬ 
tion  as  bidding  fair  to  be  in  a  very  short  space  the  most  considerable  town  in  Upper 
Canada,  there  is  not  a  doubt  upon  my  mind,  but  when  the  passage  over  the  carrying 
place  from  York  shall  be  well  made,  and  the  Merchants  shall  be  secure  of  a  ready 
conveyance  for  their  Goods  that  the  Merchants  who  trade  to  the  North  West, 
will  find  this  rout  by  far  the  most  cheap  and  commodious — I  have  reason  to  believe 
there  will  be  twenty  Waggons  in  the  course  of  this  Summer  employed  in  the  different 
farms  on  the  first  part  of  the  Road ;  which  occasionally  will  be  used  in  the  Transport 
of  Merchandize,  and  particularly  in  the  Winter  in  traineaux — I  am  to  add  to  this 
direct  Communication  that  from  every  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  by  means  of  the  chain 
of  little  Lakes,  which  stretch  from  the  Bay  of  Quints  to  Lake  Simcoe  there  will  be 
an  easy  conveyance  of  the  produce  of  the  Country — the  Merchants  of  Kingston 
also  are  now  turning  their  Eyes  to  this  rout,  as  forming  hereafter  a  very  practicable 
Communication  between  Lake  Huron  and  Montreal,  by  means  of  Traineaux  or 
Sleighs  in  the  winter  Season  this  Circumstance  gives  me  much  satisfaction,  as 
till  of  late  my  Ideas  on  this  Subject  met  with  no  countenance. 

I  consider  therefore  Gloucester  as  forming  a  future  Post  of  deposit  for  British 
Goods,  not  only  such  as  may  supply  its  present  fur  trade,  but  as  offering  another 
Market  in  Competition  with  Detroit,  to  the  exchange  of  British  Goods  for  such 
produce  as  the  Indians  or  Subjects  of  the  United  States  may  furnish. 

The  Lands  between  York  and  the  Bay  of  Quints  in  the  Judgement  of  Farmers 
from  every  part  of  the  States,  are  most  fit  for  Settlements,  and  the  King’s  Province, 
by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  People  of  this  description,  is  pronounced  to  be  for 
all  the  purposes  of  Agriculture  the  finest  part  of  North  America;  Its  climate  tho’ 
not  free  from  Intermittent  Fevers,  is  certainly  the  most  temperate. 

The  Presque  Isle  on  Lake  Ontario  near  the  Head  of  the  Bay  of  Quinte  is  an 
excellent  Harbour  and  capable  of  admitting  any  Vessel  that  can  go  into  Niagara 
or  York;  between  this  and  the  Bay  of  Quintfi  there  is  a  short  Portage,  and  it  is  said 
that  by  a  Canal  to  be  cut  without  much  difficulty,  of  not  more  than  half  a  mile  in 
Length,  they  may  hereafter  communicate,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
Portage  and  reducing  the  price  of  the  carrying  place,  the  lands  upon  it  are  directed 
to  be  laid  out  in  lots  of  one  Hundred  Acres  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  granted 
to  bona  fide  Occupants — They  keeping  a  Team — I  shall  also  direct  three  thousand 
acres  expressly  to  be  reserved  for  the  Purposes  of  making  the  Canal,  if  upon  further 
inspection,  I  shall  find  it,  at  any  distant  period  to  be  practicable. 

The  Bay  of  Quinte  is  one  entire  Harbour  and  settled,  as  I  apprehend  by  the 
most  respectable  Loyalists  and  farmers.  It  was  frozen  when  I  passed  by  in  the 
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beginning  of  this  month  so  I  was  obliged  to  row  without,  on  the  Lake;  but  I  was 
happy  to  find  that  it  may  easily  be  defended  by  the  combination  of  small  posts 
with  Cannon  on  small  Islands;  Gun  Boats  and  shipping;  and  that  the  Inhabitants 
are  all  Navigators,  in  consequence  of  their  situation,  and  sufficiently  expert  lor 

this  mode  of  Defence.  .  .  ,  ,  .  ... 

On  my  arrival  at  Kingston  I  found  it  improved  beyond  my  expectations; 
many  stores  for  Merchandize  and  wharfs  had  been  built  and  new  ones  were  in 
contemplation,  I  also  found  the  language  of  the  Merchants  very  much  altered— 
The  Fur  Trade,  as  I  had  hoped,  seem’d  no  longer  the  principal  object  of  their 
attention;  They  look  forward  to  the  produce  of  their  Country  as  the  true  source 
of  their  Wealth;  The  Lands  are  rising  universally  in  price;  and  nothing  seems  to 
be  wanting  but  the  introduction  of  some  British  Capitals  and  an  intercourse  with 
other  Merchants  than  those,  who  are  merely  conversant  m  the  monopoly  of  the 
fur  trade,  to  encrease  the  Wealth  and  traffic  of  this  Country  to  a  very  important 

nPPTPP 

In  case  the  Arrangements  I  have  submitted  for  the  internal  Settlement  of 
this  Province  shall  be  approved  of  by  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  and  I  shall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  carry  them  into  execution  as  I  have  proposed,  I  have  reason  to  hope  that 
i  shall  be  supported  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  in  what  I  conceive  in  a 
variety  of  instances  may  be  of  great  Publick  Utility  I  mean  the  confining  the 
fur  and  Peltry  Traders  to  the  Towns  or  settled  parts  of  the  Province,  and  not  per¬ 
mitting  them  to  cross  the  Boundaries  into  the  Indian  Country  this  restriction 
I  wish  to  apply  only  to  the  part  of  Upper  Canada  included  by  the  Ottawa  River 
and  its  Communications,  the  Lakes  Erie,  Ontario,  and  the  St.  Lawrence— The 
Consequence  would  be  that  great  licentiousness  would  be  stopped. 

The  Indian  would  become  his  own  Carrier  of  furs  and  would  be  more  industrious 


When  I  visited  the  Shawanese  lately,  and  remarked  on  the  richness  of  their 
Dresses  and  Ornaments,  (which  upon  an  Average  were  worth  forty  or  fifty  pounds 
per  Man),  Colonel  McKee  assured  me  that  when  He  first  knew  those  People, 
the  Warriors,  the  best  Hunters,  in  their  grand  Dances  frequently  changed  their 
dresses  eight  or  ten  times  a  night;  that  they  were  of  equal  value  with  those  I  saw, 
and  that  in  this  finery  consisted  their  greatest  Vanity  and  Emulation. 

If  the  Indian  should  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  proceed  to  any  of  the  places 
of  residence  of  the  trader  in  the  towns  allotted;  He  probably,  as  at  present  is  fie- 
quently  the  case,  would  exchange  some  of  his  skins  or  peltry  with  the  nearest  farmer, 
not  for  Spirits,  which  no  solitary  farmer  would  venture  to  give  them,  but  for 
Provisions,  and  by  these  means,  in  reality,  place  in  the  Hands  of  the  farmer  what 
to  him  would  be  equivalent  to  a  piece  of  Silver. 

I  am  credibly  informed  that  this  trade,  which  I  may  call  the  internal  fur  trade 
of  the  Province,  notwithstanding  the  quantity  smuggled,  is  rapidly  encreasing— 
The  People  of  the  States  principally  purchase  these  furs  for  Hats,  Three  Hatters 
have  come  into  The  Province  in  the  last  year.  The  Manufactory  of  Hats  will  be 
the  only  means  of  preventing  this  Species  of  Contraband  trade. 

There  is  another  Object  which  I  beg  to  offer  to  Your  Lordships  Consideration, 
and  on  which,  if  general  directions  shall  not  already  be  issued  for  that  purpose 
I  must  request  so  soon  as  possible  their  Communication. 

By  the  negotiation  depending  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Jay;  by  that 
Gentleman’s  language  echoed  through  the  United  States;  and  that  of  the  British 
Merchants  to  their  Correspondents  in  this  Country,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  it  is  possible  the  Treaty  line  of  1783  may  be  established. 

The  most  injurious  part  of  this  Boundary  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain 
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is  that  which  stretches  along  the  River  St.  Lawrence  from  Oswegatchie  to  Oswego— 
This  Country  is  susceptible  of  a  numerous  population,  not  being  in  great  part 
untillable  as  that  of  the  overrated  Genesee  from  Mountains,  swamps  and  lakes, 
nor  will  it  I  apprehend  be  retained  by  the  Indians  like  the  District  of  Niagara 
nor  is  it  confined  between  a  narrow  ridge  of  mountains  and  the  Waters,  as  are  those 
lands  on  the  Southern  side  of  Lake  Erie. 

This  Country  extending  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Mohawk  is  already 
purchased  by  an  active  Company  of  Land  Jobbers,  publicly  said,  and  I  fear  not 
without  foundation,  to  be  connected  with  some  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  in  the 
Lower  Province— and  Mons.  Des  Jardins  from  old  France,  as  an  Agent  of  many 
Emigrants  from  that  Country  has  made  a  large  purchase.  He  lately  wished  to 
obtain  Provisions  from  the  King’s  Subjects;  this  under  the  then  existing  Circum¬ 
stances  I  refused — He  has  applied  to  hire  an  House  at  Kingston — I  would  wish  to 
be  instructed  how  to  act  under  these  circumstances — The  Exportation  of  Flour 
from  the  King’s  Settlements  would  certainly  benefit  them;  it  might  be  difficult  to 
prevent  its  being  smuggled,  and  the  new  settlers  of  the  States  will  in  a  short  time 
raise  their  own  produce — their  settlement  will  not  be  effectually  retarded ;  and  our 
Attempts  for  that  purpose  may  lay  the  foundation  of  Animosity — on  the  other 
Hand,  the  Danger  in  case  of  war  from  these  settlements  is  certainly  a  most  important 
consideration — I  see  no  injury  but  the  Contrary,  in  a  Commercial  View,  much 
benefit  that  would  arise  from  the  freest  intercourse  between  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  those  of  this  Province  provided  that  Government  should 
be  able  by  any  modification  of  the  Duties,  or  by  any  recommendatory  means, 
to  obtain  from  the  East  India  Company  the  Establishment  of  a  warehouse  at  this 
place,  and  at  Niagara,  where  their  Goods,  Teas  in  particular,  might  be  sold,  at  as 
cheap  a  rate  as  can  be  afforded  by  the  interlopers  of  New  York. — 

I  am  persuaded  this  trade  might  be  carried  to  a  great  length;  and  from  the 
access  that  part  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  Western  Country,  now  rapidly 
settling,  have  to  the  lakes,  would  soon  preclude  the  Atlantic  States  from  supplying 
the  transmontane  Settlements,  and  by  various  routs,  particularly  that  of  Chicago 
where  I  apprehend  a  settlement  will  immediately  take  place,  might  extend  to 
Kentucky — In  all  respects,  I  think  the  trade  I  mention  to  be  worthy  of  your  Lord- 
ships  consideration — and  if  upon  due  reflection  It  shall  be  thought  proper  to  follow 
the  most  general  &  liberal  system  of  Commerce  upon  these  Lakes,  I  conceive  the 
present  to  be  the  time  that  proper  Arrangements  may  take  place,  as  the  Wants  of 
the  projected  Settlements  of  the  States  in  their  infancy,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Land  Jobbers,  principally  connected  with  their  Governments,  seperate  and  federal, 
will  occasion  them  to  accede  to  those  mutual  principles  of  conveniency,  in  which 
at  another  period,  neither  their  Avarice  nor  their  Ambition  may  concur — to  guard 
against  the  machinations  of  this  restless  Avarice  and  the  audacity  of  this  all 
grasping  Ambition,  is  an  object  of  the  first  necessity. 

I  am  confident  that  the  Arrangements  that  have  been  proposed  will  lay  a 
solid  Basis  for  this  Safeguard  and  Security,  provided  that  they  be  systematically 
supported  without  any  undue  Counteraction  or  unnecessary  Delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Lords  Committee  of  His  Majesty’s 
Council  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

Endorsed: — No.  S.  In  Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  13  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
of  the  21st  Deer.  1794. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  12.  Upper  Canada,  Kingston, 

December  20th,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

As  the  manner  in  which  the  Disputes  relative  to  the  Barrier  Forts  and  frontiers 
of  this  Province  shall  be  terminated,  must  probably  become  the  Subject  of  dis¬ 
cussion,  I  feel  it  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  state  to  Your  Grace 
A —  the  Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester,  under  which 

I  acted,  and  the  principles,  which,  in  the  event  of  War,  would  have 
guided  my  discretion. 

These  Orders  contain  Lord  Dorchester’s  directions  to  occupy  the  Post  at  the 
Miamis  and  include  the  mode  in  which  his  Lordship  communicated  to  me  the  Speech 
he  made  to  the  Indian  Nations. 

I  beg  to  refer  Your  Grace  to  my  Dispatch  to  Mr.  Dundas,  No.  31  of  the  10th 
of  August,  1794,  for  a  statement  of  the  intercourse  which  I  had  held  with  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  respecting  Orders  for  my  Conduct  on  the  threats  of  the  Officers 
of  the  United  States  to  approach  the  Lakes. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  premise  to  Your  Grace,  on  my  Arrival  in  this 
Province  I  found  it  to  be  the  common  language  of  all  classes  of  People,  Military 
as  well  as  Civil,  The  Well-informed  as  well  as  the  ignorant,  that  any  attempt  of 
the  United  States  to  launch  a  single  boat  upon  the  Lakes,  was  to  be  repelled  as 
Hostility ;  it  therefore,  became  incumbent  on  me  to  obtain  as  soon  as  possible  positive 
instructions  upon  so  important  a  Subject.  The  manner  in  which  his  Lordship 
had  previously  declined  to  give  such  instructions  and  his  Observations  to  me  on 
the  27th  of  January  that  “Mr.  Hammond  was  best  qualified  to  speak  the  language 
that  will  be  approved  of  by  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,”  when  contrasted  with  the 
Orders  of  the  19th  of  February  following  to  occupy  the  Post  at  the  Miamis,  and  his 
Lordship’s  Answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  as  Deputies 
from  parts  of  the  Indian  Nations,  which  Speech  was  totally  unknown  to  me, 
and  the  deputy  Superintendents  McKee  and  Butler, — These  circumstances  added 
to  the  total  silence  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  respect  to  the  application  made 
by  me  to  Major  General  Clarke  and  communicated  by  him  in  his  Letter  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  of  the  2d  of  February,  1793,  (No.  64)  left  no  justifiable  doubt  upon  my 
mind,  but  what  War  with  the  United  States  was  inevitable;  and  that  his  Lordship’s 
recent  measures  had  originated  under  the  instructions  of  His  Majesty’s  Confidential 
Servants;  I  immediately  therefore  decided  personally  to  proceed  through  the 
Woods  to  Detroit,  and  to  carry  into  Execution  his  Lordship’s  directions  upon  the 
principles  which  were  explained  by  the  letter  which  I  beg  to  transmit 
B—  a  Copy  of  to  your  Grace— Previously  to  the  receipt  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief’s  Orders,  the  same  information  from  Lieut.  Colonel  England, 
to  which  his  Lordship  alludes  in  his  instructions,  having  passed  through  my  hands, 
I  had  sent  the  Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales  to  Mr.  Hammond,  to  request  that 
“if  He  thought  it  was  seasonable,  He  would  interfere  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  prevent  any  ill  consequences  that  might  follow  Mr.  Wayne’s 
menaces  and  approach;”  in  particular  I  stated  to  Mr.  Hammond  “that  I  considered 
the  Settlement  at  the  River  aux  Raisins”  (which  had  been  most  injudiciously 
suffered  to  grow  up  since  the  Peace,  and  being  grown  up;  had  perhaps  been  of  neces¬ 
sity  constituted  with  Military  and  civil  arrangements  by  Lord  Dorchester)  “as 
the  boundary  of  the  territory  occupied  by  His  Majesty’s  Subjects,  dependant  upon 
Detroit,”  it  therefore  will  not  escape  your  Grace,  that  had  Mr.  Hammond  acted 
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upon  my  Communication,  and  had  entered  into  an  amicable  discussion  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  nearlv  at  the  same  period  that  a  Post  at  the 
Miamis  Rapids,  thirty  miles  in  advance  of  the  River  aux  Raisins,  should  have  been 
occupied  by  His  Majesty’s  Troops,  the  Conduct  of  the  British  Government  would 
have  appeared  in  the  most  unfavorable  light,  &  personally  I  should  have  been  liable 
to  the  charge  of  extreme  duplicity,  which  would  have  received  no  little  force,  from 
the  different  language  of  the  Speech  recently  made  in  my  name  by  Brigade  Major 
Littlehales  to  The  Six  Nations,  (in  conformity  to  the  Principles  which  had  hitherto 
guided  my  Conduct),  from  that  which  is  discoverable  in  what  Lord  Dorchester 
had  delivered  to  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada — Your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to 
observe  that  Lord  Dorchester,  by  his  speaking  of  my  “local  knowledge”  of  a  Coun¬ 
try  where  it  must  have  been  known  to  his  Lordship  I  never  could  have  been  in 
Person,  seems  to  intimate  the  propriety  of  my  going  thither;  upon  this  expression, 
I  determined  to  Wave  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  my  situat  on,  and  as  I  con- 
ce  ved  the  general  impropriety  of  His  Majesty’s  Representative  in  this  Province 
passing  its  boundaries  without  the  most  urgent  occasion — I  more  readily  embraced 
this  resolution,  as  I  had  not  an  Officer  of  Experience,  and  in  my  confidence  as 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  whose  general  superintendence  not  confining 
him  to  local  Duties,  might  with  propriety  have  been  employed  in  a  Matter  of  such 
importance;  had  I  possessed  such  an  Officer,  most  certainly,  I  should  not  have  felt 
myself  under  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  the  Miamis,  nor  in  any  case  would  I 
'personally  have  done  it,  without  further  explanation  with  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
had  I  1  ot  conceived  a  War  to  have  been  inevitable,  that  an  opposition  to  Mr. 
Wayne’s  approaches  had  been  determined  upon  by  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  and 
That  not  a  moment  was  to  be  neglected. 

I  stated  therefore  to  his  Lordship  after  a  general  sketch  of  such  Military 
defence  as  then  appeared  proper,  that  should  I  procure  better  information  at  De¬ 
troit,  “and  if  it  can  be  done  with  propriety  by  personal  investigation.” 

Fortunately  for  me,  Lord  Dorchester’s  Speech  to  the  Seven  Nations  having 
been  made  publick  before  Brigade  Major  Littlehales  reached  Mr.  Hammond, 
all  communication  between  that  Gentleman  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Subject  of  my  Dispatch  was  prevented  and  superceded. — 

On  my  arrival  at  Detroit,  I  found  it  necessary  for  the  King’s  Service  that 
I  should  in  person  proceed  to  the  Miamis;  and  subsequent  events  have  in  all  respects 
justified  the  Military  principles  I  stated  to  Lord  Dorchester  in  respect  to  the 
occupation  of  that  Post — Your  Grace  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe,  upon  the 
Question  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  “whether  by  collecting  all  the  force  in  your 
Power  to  assemble  you  would  be  in  a  condition  to  resist  Wayne’s  Attack  should  He 
attempt  by  force  to  take  possession  of  the  Country?”  that  I  answer,  “I  think  no 
force  in  this  Country  could  resist  Wayne’s  direct  Attack .”  Your  Grace  will  also 
observe  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  had  expressed  himself  “it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  consider  what  reinforcements  you  may  draw  from  other  Posts  within  your 
Command  without  exposing  any  to  insult .” — I  need  not  call  to  Your  Grace’s 
attention,  The  vague  and  indeterminate  Idea,  annexed  to  insult,  in  a  military 
acceptation  of  the  term;  Lord  Dorchester  has  never  yet  by  name  mentioned  to 
me  the  Indian  Nations  as  part  of  the  force  or  Powers;  He  knew  the  Garrison  of 
Oswego  to  be  untenable;  and  that  I  consider  Niagara  alone,  to  have  been  so  ex¬ 
tensive,  as  to  require  all  the  force  in  this  Country  to  garrison  it;  that  my  Opinions 
were,  that  there  were  neither  competent  Magazines  or  Military  Stores  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince — I  also  know  that  American  Militia  are  not  fitted  for  Garrison  duty,  and 
will  not  perform  it;  and  that  what  I  stated  to  the  King’s  Minis  ers,  before  I  left 
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England,  I  affirm  to  be  true, “that  Upper  Canada  is  not  to  be  defended  by  remaining 
within  it,”  that  is  on  a  defensive  Plan. — However  I  beg  respectfully  to  remark 
to  your  Grace,  after  having  stated  these  difficulties,  that  1  did  not  shrink  from  the 
encounter  and  therefore  I  transmitted  to  his  Lordship  a  series  of  operations  which 
might  probably  counteract  Wayne’s  approach,  and  possibly  ruin  his  Army — The 
details  on  which  the  execution  of  these  operations  depended,  though  they  could 
not  at  that  moment  be  brought  to  bear,  were  instantly  put  into  a  train,  and  if 
War  had  been  declared  and  it  had  been  adviseable,  I  could  have  attempted  its 
execution  in  June  following — I  transmitted  this  plan  to  Lord  Dorchester  to  shew 
that  I  was  in  person  ready  to  undertake  any  Enterprize  however  hazardous,  that 
might  in  my  Judgment  conduce  to  the  Public  Service — and  I  beg  most  respectfully 
to  state  to  your  Grace  that  I  hope  without  impropriety,  as  this  letter  is  meant 
for  personal  protection,  that  having  embraced  the  Military  profession  on  principle, 
and  having  cultivated  it  on  the  most  extensive  theory  and  no  common  practice, 
I  have  always  been  ready  to  apply  my  attainments  to  the  King’s  Service,  measuring 
the  value  of  Command  by  its  public  Utility  and  not  by  its  extent,  and  being  equally 
prepared  to  lead  the  smallest  detachment,  or  the  largest  Army;  leaving  to  the  timid 
and  the  Superficial  to  distinguish  between  the  Partizan  and  the  General — I  have 
now  shewn  to  your  Grace  the  Precipice  on  which  I  stood,  namely,  my  belief  that  It 
was  the  intention  of  His  Majesty  to  commence  a  War  with  the  United  States; 
and  that  on  a  defensive  Plan,  Upper  Canada  must  fall  inevitably — I  have  stated 
the  Opinions  I  had  thrown  out  to  Lord  Dorchester  and  the  motives  which  led  to 
them — Mr.  Wayne  approached  the  Miamis,  at  the  same  time  the  Pennsylvanians 
garrisoned  LcBoeuf1  on  the  way  to  Presqu’Isle — They  were  prevented  by  the  Six 
Nations,  (and  President  Washington’s  consequent  interference),  from  Proceeding 
and  occupying  that  important  Station — The  occupation  of  Le  Boeuf,  with  one 
hundred  Men,  appeared  to  me  a  false  step  of  the  United  States;  and  I  prepared 
to  take  due  advantage  of  it,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Wayne’s  approach  and  summons 
of  Major  Campbell,  I  was  collecting  Artillery,  Boats,  and  Troops  at  Fort  Erie,  and 
had  sent  off  such  a  detachment  as  I  had  means  of  transporting  to  secure  Turtle 
Island— Had  Mr.  Wayne  besieged  the  Miamis  Fort,  I  had  good  hopes  of  relieving 
it;  having  well  considered  on  the  spot  every  arrangement  necessary  to  effect  that 
Purpose;  had  he  been  repulsed  in  an  attempt  to  have  assaulted  the  fort,  the  Indians 
would  have  regained  their  Spirits  and  supported  by  the  Canadian  Militia,  who  it 
is  probable  would  then  in  numbers  have  joined  the  Savages,  and  by  two  Hundred 
at  least  of  the  King’s  Troops  led  by  Major  Campbell,  I  doubt,  not  but  They  would 
have  destroyed  General  Wayne’s  Army,  or  at  least  disabled  it  for  future  Operations; 
That  Officer  seems  to  have  been  unprepared  for  meeting  with  so  compact  a  fortress, 
and  perhaps  He  was  intimidated  by  the  Very  permission  to  reconnoitre  the  Post 
on  all  sides — His  Horse  appearing,  after  all  further  approach  had  been  forbidden 
by  Major  Campbell,  He  directed  a  Cannon  to  be  pointed;  the  match  was  lighted, 
and  if  the  Party  had  not  been  withdrawn,  It  would  have  been  fired  upon;  so  near 
was  War  being  commenced. 

Your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  advert  to  my  situation,  if  Mr.  Wayne’s  ferocity 
had  pressed  him  to  have  attempted  an  assault  and  these  consequences  had  followed 
that  I  have  stated  &  which  I  firmly  believed,  would  have  been  the  case. 

I  should  have  known  of  the  event  of  these  Hostilities,  before  their  commission 
could  have  been  possibly  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States — 

I  should,  I  had  decided,  I  was  prepared  and  would  have  instantly  surrounded 
Le  Boeuf,  and  cut  off  Fort  Franklin  (not  tenable),  Le  Boeuf  weakly  garrisoned  and 
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scarcely  fortified,  could  not  have  held  out  an  hour  against  my  Cannon ;  destroyed 
there  would  not  have  been  an  Indian  of  the  Six  Nations,  but  who  would  not  have 
taken  up  Arms;  my  immediate  Operations  would  have  been  by  small  parties  of 
white  men,  as  the  mildest  mode  of  Warfare,  to  have  burnt  every  Mill  on  the  forks 
of  the  Susquehanna  down  to  Northumberland  or  Sunbury,  and  on  the  Delaware 
to  Mmesink,  which  would  have  driven  in  those  settlements;  and  from  every  cir¬ 
cumstance  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  That  in  three  Weeks  the  whole  of  the 
Genesees,  almost  without  resistance,  would  have  been  abandoned;  The  Inhabitants 
taking  refuge  in  the  King’s  or  the  dominions  of  the  States;  and  that  by  a  Post 
at  the  three  Rivers  Point,  Sodus  Harbour  and  Oswego,  I  should  have  effectually 
for  the  Season,  protected  Upper  Canada.— I  am  persuaded  there  is  not  an  Indian 
in  North  America  but  would  have  flown  to  Arms,  and  by  a  right  use  of  their  terror 
rather  than  their  Action,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Vermont,  and  it  is  possible 
that  Kentucky  would  have  declared  themselves  neutral. 

Ihe  British  Militia  to  a  Man,  on  the  first  appearance  of  Hostilities  have 
avowed  the  most  determined  Loyalty— They  are  as  well  calculated  for  Offensive 
\\  ar,  as  they  would  be  impotent  in  Garrisons,  there  are  few  families  among  Them 
but  what  can  relate  some  barbarous  murder,  or  atrocious  Requisition  which  their 
relatives  have  undergone  from  the  Rulers  of  the  United  States;  however  those 
transactions  may  have  been  concealed  and  glossed  over  in  Europe;  It  would  have 
been  probable,  that  once  called  to  action  and  movement,  and  successful,  they  would 
have  been  a  most  formidable  assistance;  Offensive  Operations,  Therefore  would  have 
been  impressed  upon  me  by  every  consideration.— I  beg  respectfully  to  call  your 
Grace  s  attention  to  what  must  have  been  my  situation,  if  under  such  circumstances 
at  any  moment,  I  had  received  Mr.  Dundas’s  Letter  No.  6  and  that  of  Your  Grace’s 
dated  the  15th  of  July,  1794,  the  former  and  the  enclosures  stating  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  to  commence  hostilities  with  the 
United  states  on  the  Subject  of  the  Posts  and  the  latter  recalling  me  in  the  midst 
of  my  operations  and  of  operations  of  such  a  Nature  and  extent— but,  My  Lord 
Duke,  I  must  beg  your  Permission  to  state  what,  (tho’  I  am  not  of  that  opinion) 
may  be  thought  tin  cxtvsiric  co,sc.  It  would  have  been  of  Public  Service,  among 
such  a  People  as  those  of  the  United  States,  who  are  governed  by  the  News  Papers 
to  have  published  reasons  for  my  Operations,  and  probably  it  might  have  been 
Politick,  to  have  limited  their  extent  to  this  case.  It  is  not  impossible  the  People 
ncai  Pittsburg,  who  perhaps  have  broke  out  into  their  late  violences  in  hopes  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  going  to  War,  might  have  entered  into  some 
Compact,  in  which  it  would  have  been  prudent  to  have  acquiesced,  supported 
as  these  people  could  easily  be  by  Upper  Canada  and  the  Indians,  they  would 
present  a  most  systematical  and  formidable  Opposition  to  the  United  States— 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  President  Mr.  Washington,  in  person,  must  have  marched 
to  crush  it — The  first  object  of  my  Heart  would  certainly  be,  with  adequate  force 
and  on  a  just  occasion,  to  meet  this  Gentleman,  face  to  face;  of  course  public  Duty 
and  private  Inclination  would  have  made  me  almost  surmount  impossibilities 
to  have  effected  such  a  purpose,  and  on  the  supposition  that  Lord  Dorchester 
should  not  call  for  the  Troops  of  Upper  Canada,  such  an  event  might  have  been 
possible.  At  that  moment  the  communications  from  Your  Grace  and  Mr.  Dundas 
must  have  come  thro’  The  President  whom,  I  believe,  to  be  among  the  most  treach¬ 
erous  of  Mankind,  and  most  hostile  to  the  Interests  of  Great  Britain— In  what  a 
dreadful  situation  this  circumstance  must  have  placed  me  Imagination  can  scarcely 
devise — I  have,  My  Lord  Duke,  in  an  early  part  of  my  Life  sacrificed  much  to  my 
sense  of  obedience  and  essential  subordination;  at  present,  were  it  necessary, 
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these  principles  must  be  doubly  enforced  on  my  mind — I  have  long  held  it  as  a 
maxim  that  in  proportion  as  the  general  Mass  of  Mankind  are  relaxed  in  their 
habits  of  subordination,  the  stricter  and  more  exemplary  will  be  the  Obedience 
of  every  true  Servant  and  Soldier  of  his  Country  to  his  Majesty’s  Authority  & 
to  whom  He  shall  be  pleased  to  delegate  it, — but  in  the  situation  I  have  represented, 
where  enterprize  must  have  been  hazardous,  and  inactivity  desperate,  Your  Grace 
will  see,  it  might  have  been  almost  impossible  for  me,  at  once,  to  have  stopped  in 
my  career,  to  have  accomplished  prompt  obedience,  and  acting  most  conscientiously 
in  what  I  conceived  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  my  Orders,  to  have  preserved  myself 
from  Calumny  and  ruin — The  Consequence  of  the  Orders  which  I  have  already 
executed  must,  as  I  conceive,  prove  most  injurious  to  the  King’s  Interests — The 
giving  up  of  the  Posts  at  present  will  have  the  appearance,  (and  appearance  becomes 
reality,  in  disgrace),  as  having  been  extorted  by  Armed  America,  and  acquiesced 
in  under  the  apparently  unfortunate  termination  of  the  present  European  Cam¬ 
paign— This  the  Federal  Party  of  the  United  States  will  dilate  upon  as  a  proof  of 
the  Wisdom  of  Mr.  Jay’s  appointment,  and  the  Antifederalists,  as  resulting  from 
their  opposition  to  British  Encroachments. 

The  having  brought  this  dormant  Question  into  discussion  will  therefore, 
at  the  least,  appear  reprehensible  in  the  Eyes  of  those  who  may  imagine  their 
Interests  injured  by  its  termination  or  whose  aims  are  to  impede  His  Majesty’s 
Government. 

These  circumstances  will  renew  in  the  minds  of  Englishmen  the  memory  of 
the  late  American  War,  and  above  all  the  loss  of  Honour  in  which  it  terminated; 
a  Loss,  that  is  now  understood  from  its  consequence,  and  felt  universally. 

I  therefore  in  my  very  peculiar  situation  most  respectfully  repose  in  the 
Justice  of  Your  Grace,  and  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  and  hope  and  trust,  that  should 
any  public  or  parliamentary  Question  arise  upon  the  Subject  in  which  my  name  may 
be  implicated,  that  it  will  be  clearly  understood  that  all  my  late  Transactions  were 
in  Obedience  to  the  Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  Utmost  Respect  &  deference, 

Your  Grace’s  Most  Obedient  &  most  humble  Servant. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  20th  Deer.  1794 .  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  1st  May. 
Ansd.  No.  12.  Four  Inclosures. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Kingston,  Dec.  20th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

Upon  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  was  informed  of  the  death  of  Captain  Betton, 
Senior  Officer  of  the  Marine  on  Lake  Ontario.  In  the  arrangement  that  will 
necessarily  happen,  I  beg  to  mention  to  Your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Guthrie  has  been 
acting  as  a  second  mate  on  Lake  Erie,  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  a  most  deserving 
young  man. 

The  enclosed  papers  were  transmitted  to  me  by  Major  Smith.  They  relate 
to  the  Ottawa,  and  the  damage  she  lately  sustained  in  a  gale  of  wind,  the  particular 
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circumstances  of  which  are  detailed  in  the  accompanying  journal  of  Lieut.  Cowan, 
Commanding  that  Vessel. 

I  am  to  report  to  Your  Lordship  that  I  have  given  beating  orders  and  instruc¬ 
tions  for  the  raising  of  two  Companies  in  the  proposed  Royal  Canadian  Corps 
to  Captn.  P.  Drummond,  on  the  half  pay  and  to  Lieut.  Hector  McLean,  of  the  late 
84th  Foot.  The  former  of  these  Gentlemen  has  nominated  Mr.  Frazer  to  be  his 
Lieutenant,  and  I  beg  to  observe  that  Captn.  J.  McDonnell,  (the  Speaker),  has 
recommended  Mr.  Miles  McDonnell  to  be  his  Lieutenant — Mr.  A.  McDonnell 
to  be  his  Ensign. 

The  Major  of  Brigade  was  directed  to  inform  Captn  Le  Maistre,  after  my  return 
from  Detroit,  for  Your  Lordship’s  information  that  Mr.  Baby  and  Mr.  Caldwell 
had  declined  the  acceptance  of  raising  of  their  Companies,  and  that  I  had  trans¬ 
mitted  a  set  of  these  beating  orders  to  Mr.  Hazelton  Spencer,  on  half  pay,  who  had 
recommended  as  his  Lieutenant  Mr.  James  Ferguson. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  13.  Kingston,  Upper  Canada, 

December  21st,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

In  the  present  situation  of  Affairs  in  this  Country,  I  beg  to  offer  for  Your 
Grace’s  immediate  Consideration  some  important  Objects  which  will  be  affected 
by  the  Arrangement  now  under  contemplation  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States;  these  Objects  relate  entirely  to  the  civil  Government. 

A  Principle  on  which  I  have  considered  this  Government  as  most  wisely 
established,  and  which  I  have  never  lost  sight  of  in  its  Administration,  has  been 
to  render  the  Province  as  nearly  as  may  be  a  perfect  image  and  transcript  of  the 
British  Government  and  Constitution.  In  the  pursuance  of  this  Object  and  in 
order  to  give  weight  and  respectability  to  the  Legislative  Council,  which  His 
Majesty  and  the  Parliament  had  constituted  as  a  branch  of  Government,  I  thought 
it  proper,  having  divided  the  districts  and  Counties,  to  create  Lieutenants,  selecting 
them,  where  practicable  from  the  Legislative  Counsellors  and  giving  to  the  Lieuten¬ 
ants,  as  nearly  as  circumstances  would  admit,  the  appointments,  or  recommendation 
of  the  Magistrates,  and  the  nomination  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  as  stated  in 
the  Circular  Letter  I  beg  to  enclose  to  Your  Grace — I  have  reason 
(No.  1)  to  believe  the  arrangement  will,  in  due  Progress,  answer  the  inten¬ 
tion. 

The  Towns  of  Kingston  and  that  on  the  River  Niagara  from  their  situation 
must  be  places  of  great  resort,  I  therefore  beg  to  submit  to  your  Grace,  That  I 
think  It  would  be  for  the  public  Interest  and  the  King’s  benefit  that  these  places 
should  be  incorporated  and  named  the  Cities  of  Kingston  and  Niagara;  I  should 
propose  that  the  Corporation  should  consist  of  a  Mayor  and  six  Aldermen,  Justices 
of  the  Peace  ex  officio,  and  a  competent  number  of  Common  Council,  to  be  origin¬ 
ally  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  that  the  succession  to  vacant  seats  might  be 
made  in  such  manner  as  to  render  the  Elections  as  little  popular,  as  possible,  meaning 
such  Corporations  to  tend  to  the  support  of  the  Aristocracy  of  the  Country. 
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I  should  propose  that  these  Corporations  should  have  maritime  jurisdiction, 
if  such  shall  either  at  present  or  in  future  be  necessary,  to  take  place  on  the  Lakes 
and  River  St.  Lawrence — The  whole  jurisdiction  of  Lake  Ontario  might  well  be 
divided  between  Niagara  and  Kingston  and  the  intermediate  Port  of  York. 

The  St.  Lawrence  might  be  divided  between  Kingston  and  Cornwall  or  New 
Johnstown — Erie  might  be  divided  between  Niagara  and  the  Post  to  be  taken  near 
to  Long  Point.  From  thence  the  Jurisdiction  of  Long  Point  might  extend  to  the 
Isle  Bois  blanc,  and  from  thence  that  of  Chatham  might  begin  and  terminate  at 
Cabot’s  Head,  (Pennatangushene)  or  Gloucester  should  comprehend  all  the  Mari¬ 
time  Jurisdiction  beyond  that  on  Lake  Huron  and  Superior  and  the  North  Western 
territory. 

It  also  appears,  and  possibly  more  eminently  necessary  that  I  should  observe 
to  Your  Grace  the  propriety  of  establishing,  probably  by  Treaty  with  the  United 
States,  some  law  to  prevent  Criminals  of  a  certain  description  finding  refuge 
in  His  Majesty’s  dominions  and  those  of  the  United  States  respectively.  It 
appears  to  me  that  a  vigilant  Police  is  most  necessary  on  the  limits  of  the  two 
Countries  for  that  express  purpose;  and  perhaps  It  may  be  proper  to  enact  stricter 
Laws  on  this  Subject,  and  applicable  to  particular  Spots,  that  might  not  be  justi¬ 
fiable  or  necessary  to  be  extended  over  the  other  parts  of  the  Province — The  straits 
of  Niagara  and  the  Port  of  Kingston  are  the  general  places  at  which  strangers 
enter  the  Province,  and  where  People  leave  it.  It  seems  therefore  that  establishing 
a  Corporation  at  these  places  with  adequate  jurisdiction  may  be  of  public  Service 
in  these  respects. 

Great  Britain  from  its  insular  situation  (as  far  as  I  can  recollect)  affords  no 
examples  of  English  laws  being  applicable  to  boundaries  respecting  a  foreign 
Neighbour,  and  in  particular,  of  communications  by  water,  a  division  on  which 
must  form  such  a  boundary — The  term  debateable  land,  when  England  and 
Scotland  were  seperate  Kingdoms  seems  to  support  the  propriety  of  my  wish  that 
so  soon  as  possible  the  Laws  may  define  &  comprehend  for  the  purposes  of  internal 
Government  both  the  land  and  Water  under  certain  Jurisdictions. 

I  have  to  observe  to  your  Grace  these  proposed  Corporations  should  have  the 
right  of  suing  and  being  sued  and  sufficient  powers  for  giving  efficacy  to  all  internal 
regulations  and  by  these  means  of  promoting  the  Welfare  of  the  Community, 
without  any  of  those  monopolies  which  exist  in  European  Corporations. 

The  Basis  adopted  for  an  equal  Representation  of  the  People  of  the  Province 
was  Its  population  ascertained  by  the  Militia  Rolls— -This  Principle,  liable  from 
its  own  nature  and  the  situation  of  the  Country  to  fluctuate,  will  in  a  more  particular 
manner  become  unequal,  should  Detroit  be  relinquished  to  the  United  States— 
it  therefore  appears  to  me  seasonable  that  I  should  request  your  Grace’s  directions 
on  what  established  Principle  the  extension  of  the  number  of  Representatives  should 
hereafter  take  place?  and  It  may  be  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  in  the 
present  peculiar  Instance,  It  may  not  be  proper  to  give  the  Right  of  electing 
Members  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  proposed  cities  of  Niagara  and  Kingston,  which 
certainly  will  add  to  their  respectability — both  should  include  a  competent  tract 
of  Ground,  and  for  all  purposes,  the  former  should  include  Queenstown,  where  some 
Proprietors  mean  to  build  largely  the  ensuing  Year,  and  the  present  Town  of  Newark. 

In  respect  to  existing  circumstances  It  appears  to  me  of  consequence  That 
Niagara  should  be  incorporated  so  soon  as  possible,  were  it  only  to  preserve  its 
name  in  the  King’s  Dominions— It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  call  them¬ 
selves  solely  Americans,  not  only  with  the  view  to  melt  down  in  that  general  name 
every  part  of  their  Confederation,  but  to  enforce  when  time  shall  suit  their  principle 
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"that  all  Colonies  connected  with  European  Governments  or  depending  upon  them 
are  foreign  and  invaders,  and  that  They  Themselves  only  are  the  Natives.” 

Having  no  Chief  Justice  and  being  at  a  distance  from  the  Attorney  General 
I  have  thought  proper  at  the  present  Crisis  to  offer  These  ideas  to  Your  Grace  In 
hopes  that  should  they  be  deemed  worthy  of  attention,  Charters  of  incorporation 
with  such  powers  may  be  forwarded  to  me  from  England  before  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Session;  and  I  am  to  observe  to  Your  Grace,  That  as  by  Act  of  Parliament 
the  ensuing  Session  will  be  the  last  of  the  present  House  of  Assembly,  It  will  be 
provident  to  pass  every  Bill  that  may  be  necessary  before  it  be  dissolved,  as  It 
will  not  be  probable  that  a  more  loyal  or  better  disposed  set  of  Men  will  be  again 
reassembled. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  established 
the  Constitution  of  this  Country,  specifying  that  the  Lands  should  be  granted 
in  free  and  common  soccage,  is  at  variance  with  His  Majesty’s  Instructions  which 
preclude  my  granting  Lands  without  The  reservation  of  Mines  which  may  be 
discovered ;  and  It  is  stated  to  me  that  a  Grant  in  free  and  common  Soccage  reserves 
onfy  to  the  Crown  Mines  of  Silver  and  Gold.  I  shall  be  glad  of  Your  Grace’s  im¬ 
mediate  directions  on  this  Point,  in  particular  as  I  meant  to  submit  to  you  whether 
the  grant  of  Iron  Mines  might  not  be  made  by  the  Government  of  this  Country, 
there  is  every  probability  that  they  may  be  usefully  worked— And  I  presume  that 
His  Majesty’s  Ministers  do  not  mean  to  follow  any  system  which  may  preclude 
such  rude  Manufactures,  as  may  be  necessary  for  ihe  benefit  of  the  Country. 

I  also  beg  to  offer  to  Your  Grace’s  consideration  that  an  application  has  lately 
been  made  to  me  to  procure  a  Copy  of  the  Contract  made  by  the  Navy  with  some 
Persons  at  New  Brunswick  for  Masts,  it  being  supposed  from  some  recent  discoveries 
That  this  Province  may  afford  equal  Masts  on  the  same  terms — I  am  accordingly 
to  request  that  Your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  have  transmitted  to  me  such  terms 
and  particulars  of  the  Contract  alluded  to  as  may  be  necessary — The  Country, 
if  any,  (which  I  doubt),  in  this  Province  that  will  produce  Masts  of  sufficient  size, 
lays  on  a  River  flowing  into  the  Ottawa,  The  Banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  not  abound¬ 
ing  with  proper  timber. 

I  mean  to  ascertain,  perhaps  .in  person,  the  situation  pointed  out  to  me  as 
furnishing  Masts,  and  shall  I  trust  be  able  to  communicate  to  your  Grace  more 
satisfactory  Information  on  a  subject  of  some  importance. 

I  beg  to  enclose  to  your  Grace  a  late  Resolution  of  the  Council  for  the  better 
distribution  of  Lands  and  giving  universally  to  the  Magistracy  of  the 
(No.  2)  Country  a  certain  degree  of  Power  therein  and  at  the  same  time  making 
them  responsible  in  some  measure  for  the  Conduct  of  such  Persons  as 
shall  in  future  become  Settlers  and  it  more  especially  was  meant  to  discourage 
any  Ideas  which  the  Insurgents  at  Pittsburgh  or  Persons  of  the  same  class  may  in 
future  entertain  of  finding  countenance  in  this  Province. 

I  also  forward  to  your  Grace  (and  a  Duplicate  to  the  Lords  Com- 
(No.  3)  missioners  of  the  Council  for  Trade  and  Plantations)  a  supplement 
to  my  Report  of  the  1st  of  September  1794. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  Respect  and  Deference, 

My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace’s  most  Obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland.  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  21st  Deer.  179/f.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  1st  May . 
Ansd.  No.  13.  ( Four  Inclosures ). 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  14.  Kingston,  Upper  Canada, 

December  22nd,  1794, 

My  Lord  Duke: 

I  transmit  to  your  Grace  the  Proceedings  of  the  Indian  Council  held  while  I 
was  at  the  Miamis,  together  with  the  Speeches  of  the  Assembled  Nations;  my 
Answer  to  which  I  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  Grace  in 
my  Dispatch  of  the  24th  of  October.  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Grace  that  I 
made  a  particular  Enquiry  of  Colonel  McKee  relative  to  those  Expressions  of  the 
Indian  Nations,  “You  have  told  us,  Father,  you  expected  Orders  from  our  Great 
Father  over  the  great  Lake;”  and  that  Gentleman  assured  me:  That  Fie  had  never 
given  those  Nations  any  reason  whatsoever  to  believe  that  They  would  be  assisted 
by  his  Majesty’s  forces,  beyond  what  his  Instructions,  and  the  various  Speeches 
delivered  to  them  might  warrant. 

At  the  same  time  your  Grace  must  be  convinced  that  the  different  Traders 
from  interest,  would  make  use  of  that  language  which  would  best  conciliate  the 
favour  of  the  Indians;  and  that  the  British  Officers,  not  immediately  entrusted  with 
particular  duties  in  respect  to  those  People,  could  not  be  at  all  times  prevented 
from  expressing  in  strong  terms,  that  Compassion,  which  in  this  Province,  is  uni¬ 
versally  felt  for  those  unhappy  Nations. 

My  former  Dispatches  to  Mr.  Dundas,  will  shew  to  your  Grace  the  very  serious 
Hazard  to  which  I  consider  this  Province  will  be  exposed,  if  real  and  effectual 
Measures  be  not  adopted  to  reconcile  the  Indians  to  any  change  which  existing 
circumstances  may  render  necessary  in  respect  to  the  Barrier  Forts  and  in  particular 
Detroit  and  Michilimackinac. 

Since  most  of  these  Communications  the  Kings  Troops  have  been  further 
advanced;  and  the  Construction  of  a  Fort  at  the  Miamis,  and  the  new  Fortifications 
at  Niagara,  have  strengthened  the  general  belief  that  the  Barrier  Forts  are  not  to 
be  abandoned.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  successful  Approach  of  General  Wayne, 
his  declaration  “that  the  British  neither  possess  the  Power  nor  the  inclination 
to  protect  the  Indians,”  and  the  Reports  industriously  spread  among  them,  That 
the  occupation  of  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis  was  a  collusion  between  the  English  and 
the  United  States,  are  circumstances  that  augment  the  Necessity  of  adopting  every 
method  to  prevent  any  ill  consequences  that  may  arise  from  the  disaffection  of 
the  Indian  Nations. 

I  have  not  received  any  accounts  of  the  Issue  of  the  Conference  between  Colonel 
Pickering  and  the  six  Nations. 

I  beg  to  state  to  your  Grace,  that,  as  I  had  intimated  in  my  letter,  No.  2  of 
the  23rd  of  October,  Colonel  McKee  had  offered  an  Asylum  to  the  Western  Indians, 
and  He  reports  to  me,  “agreeably  to  Your  Excellency’s  desire  I  have  visited  the 
Lands  at  Chanail  Ecartd  and  prepared  the  Chiefs  to  meet  you  in  the  Spring  whenever 
called  upon,  tho’  I  find  They  will  be  rather  tenacious  of  admitting  other  Nations 
among  them,  the  Lands  near  the  mouth  of  this  river  are  bad  and  unfit  for  any 
settlement,  but  a  few  miles  higher  up  they  are  good  and  fit  for  an  Indian  Settle¬ 
ment.”  The  Indians  at  Michilimackinac  have  shewn  symptoms  of  discontent, 
as  I  learn  from  a  Trader,  and  have  insulted  the  Officer  who  commands  there. 

Your  Grace  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe  that  I  have  mentioned  in  the 
Letter  marked  (II)  to  Lord  Dorchester  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  I  should 
promise  to  Brant  that  I  should  exert  my  utmost  Influence  in  case  of  his  Death  to 
obtain  the  King’s  bounty  to  be  extended  to  his  Family — I  beg  in  the  strongest 
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manner  to  recommend  to  Your  Grace  that  I  may  immediately  be  permitted  to 
promise  that  Chieftain  in  case  of  Death,  that  an  allowance  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
per  Annum  shall  be  made  to  his  Widow. 

The  People  of  the  States  have  made  him  great  offers  which  He  has  refused 
with  disdain;  being  as  I  believe  a  Man  of  Principle,  and  secondarily  to  the  Indian, 
attached  to  the  King’s  Interest — Having  seen  His  Majesty,  to  public  Duty,  He 
adds  the  most  loyal  personal  Respect — I  conceive  the  Certainty  of  this  Bounty 
will  have  the  best  effects,  be  well  timed,  politick,  and  I  am  confident,  has  been 
deserved. 

I  scarcely  need  mention  to  your  Grace  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  took  no 
notice  of  this  Communication. — 

I  also  felt  it  my  duty  to  promise  absolutely,  some  other  Pensions,  on  the  pressure 
of  the  moment  and  the  performance  of  certain  Conditions:  These  as  Circumstances 
shall  arise,  will  be  submitted  to  your  Grace;  for  altho’  in  the  various  Branches  of 
the  Army  and  the  dependancies  thereon,  It  appears  that  the  Commissariate  for 
the  usual  Purposes  of  effectual  Controul,  and  more  especially  from  its  relations 
with  the  prosperity  of  the  Province,  the  Marine  that  it  may  be  raised  from  its  present 
state  of  degradation,  afford  employment  to  the  Young  Gentlemen  of  the  Province, 
become  a  favorite  Service,  and  from  thence,  that  the  Expences  of  it,  in  a  short  time 
be  the  more  readily  provided  for  by  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  Tho’  these 
Departments  would  evidently  be  better  administered  by  myself  in  the  details, 
than  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  not  breaking  in  upon  general  and  necessary 
Subordination;  yet  the  management  of  the  Indians  cannot  be  entrusted  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Government  upon  the  Spot,  for  the  lives,  the  existence  of  all  around 
depend  upon  an  unwearied  Attention  in  this  Respect,  and  the  Province  is  precisely 
in  that  Stage  of  Progress  as  to  invite  Indian  rapacity  and  assault. 

I  trust  therefore  in  all  events,  that  at  the  least,  as  many  Troops  may  be  allotted 
for  this  Province  as  are  now  stationed  within  it;  and  I  repose  in  respectful  hope 
that  Your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  will  make  such  arrangements,  as 
at  this  very  serious  and  difficult  Conjuncture,  may  enable  me  to  undertake  with 
Confidence  the  Protection  of  the  King’s  Subjects,  for  which  I  am  responsible. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  England  has  written  me  from  Detroit  that  the  English 
and  Canadian  Correspondents  of  the  Merchants  at  that  Place  assure  them  that 
the  Troops  are  to  be  withdrawn;  should  such  be  the  case,  whatever  may  be  the 
Arrangements  agreed  upon  between  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  and  the  United 
States,  I  presume  from  the  removal  of  the  Negotiation  to  London  that  some  Agents 
will  be  appointed  on  each  side  to  carry  the  very  important  details  of  the  Transaction 
into  Execution — should  this  happen  and  could  it  with  propriety  be  so  managed 
with  Mr.  Jay,  I  should  be  very  happy  to  learn  that  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  Colonel  Pickering  was  not  employed  in  any  transaction  wherein  His 
Majesty’s  Officers  or  Government  are  concerned,  this  Gentleman’s  Behaviour, 
both  in  public  and  private  as  a  Commissioner  from  the  United  States  to  the  Indians 
gave  universally  disgust  to  all  ranks  of  People;  and  was  in  truth  extremely  offensive, 
and  not  impossibly  dangerous;  He  is  much  in  the  President’s  Confidence,  and  in 
principle  a  Jacobin. 

On  the  Contrary  General  Hull  wrho  was  employed  on  a  business  connected 
with  that  Mission  was  in  all  his  behaviour  very  acceptable  to  His  Majesty’s  Officers; 
and  This  Gentleman,  having  been  employed  in  the  year  1783  in  the  intercourse 
which  took  place  between  the  late  Sir  Frederick  Haldimand  and  Baron  Steuben 
on  the  Subject  of  the  Posts,  may  perhaps,  without  impropriety  be  mentioned  as 
a  Person  whose  behaviour  in  his  former  mission  was  very  satisfactory. 
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I  beg  to  recommend  to  Your  Grace  Major  Stevenson  of  the  5th  Regiment 
(quartered  in  Upper  Canada)  to  execute  similar  duties  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty. 
This  Gentleman  being  now  in  England  might  derive  the  Advantage  of  Personal 
Instructions  from  your  Grace  on  a  subject  of  the  utmost  Importance  &  which 
I  trust  will  leave  no  doubtful  construction  whatsoever  on  the  respective  limits 
and  Boundaiies  .Major  Stevenson  is  much  in  my  confidence,  &,  from  his  manners, 
experience  tfe  local  knowledge  is  perfectly  well  qualified  for  such  a  Commission! 

I  am  informed  by  respectable  authority  that  the  People  of  the  State  of  New 
York  talk  of  claiming  part  of  Grande  Isle  or  Wolfe  Island  as  ceded  to  them  by  the 
Treaty  of  1783. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect  and  Deference, 

My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace’s  most  Obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 


rr  n  m,  ^  ,  J.  G.  SlMCOE. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed,:— Upper  Canada,  22d.  Deer.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  1st  May. 
Ansd.  No.  14.  (i One  Inclosure )  Extrt.  transmitted  Lord  Grenville.  May  13th. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


No-  15>  Kingston,  Upper  Canada, 

T  ,  ~  ,  December  23rd,  1794. 

My  Lord  Duke: 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Grace’s  Letter,  No.  2. 

I  made  a  Communication  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  Mr.  Cartwright’s 
Opposition,  but  his  Lordship  as  usual  took  no  notice  of  my  letter,  nor  could  He 
indeed  have  applied  a  remedy;  the  Contract  being  in  other  Hands  than  what  were 
subject  to  his  Orders. — 


The  means  of  preventing  any  material  consequence  in  the  future  from  the 
influence  which  is  to  be  dreaded,  has  been  fully  dilated  upon  in  my  Letter  to  Your 
Giace,  enclosing  that  of  the  Commissary  General  &c.,  &c.,  dated  December  1794. 

I  conceive  Mr.  Cartwright’s  opposition  to  have  been  principally  directed 
to  the  Establishment  of  a  Court  of  Justice  which  deprived  him  of  the  seat  of  Judge 
a  Station  of  some  triffling  emolument,  but  of  greater  Power,  and  to  display  his  own 
talents  which  are  respectable. 

I  have  also  to  observe  to  your  Grace  that  among  the  various  kinds  of  Counter¬ 
action  which  I  have  had  to  Combat,  If  I  may  believe  popular  rumour  Sir  John 
Johnson,  who  expected  to  have  added  the  Lieutenant  Government  of  this  Province 
to  the  Supermtendency  of  the  Indians,  had  promised  all  the  Offices  to  different 
CentlMnen,  Mr  Cartwright  being  of  that  number,  it  is  said  and  expected  the  perman¬ 
ent  Office  of  Judge. 


The  late  Idea  of  War  has  called  forth  all  the  Loyalty  of  the  Province,  and  I 
believe  there  is  no  man,  I  could  have  more  depended  upon  than  this  Gentleman. 
My  temporary  residence  here  will  I  hope  conciliate  this  Spirit  and  point  it  to  the 
Support  of  the  Administration.  It  being  at  present  my  most  satisfactory  employ¬ 
ment  to  visit  the  several  settlements  and  Militia,  where  I  hitherto  have  not  been 
and  to  confirm  them  in  their  attachment  and  Loyalty  to  his  Majesty  by  applauding 
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their  recent  exemplification  of  it;  and  acknowledging  their  general  Expressions 
of  personal  Confidence  in  myself. 

I  am  therefore  in  hopes  that  I  shall  in  future  meet  with  little  opposition  to 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  public  Interest;  but  on  the  contrary 
derive  much  useful  Information  from  Mr.  Cartwright. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect, 

My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace's  most  Obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  His  Majesty's  Principall  Secretaries  of  State  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  2Srd  Deer.  1794.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  1st  May. 
Ansd.  No.  15. 


ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS,  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

Head  Quarters,  Quebec. 

26th  Deer.  1794. 

To  Sir  John  Johnson,  Baronet,  Superintendant  General  and  Inspector  General 
of  Indian  Affairs,  or,  in  his  absence  to  the  Deputy  Superintendent  General. 

Art.  1st.  It  having  been  thought  advisable  for  the  King’s  Interest  that  the 
system  of  Indian  Affairs  should  be  managed  by  Superintendants  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  Forces  in  North  America;  no  Lands, 
therefore,  are  to  be  purchased  of  the  Indians  but  by  the  Superintendant  General 
and  Inspector  General  of  Indian  Affairs,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  Deputy  Superin¬ 
tendant  General  or  a  Person  specially  commissioned  for  that  purpose  by  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief. 

2d.  When  Indian  Territory  shall  be  wanted  by  any  of  the  King’s  Provinces,  the 
Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Government  of  the  respective  Province 
will  make  his  Requisition  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  also  to  the  Superinten¬ 
dant  General  of  Indian  Affairs,  or  in  his  absence  the  Deputy  Superintendant  General, 
accompanied  with  a  sketch  of  the  Tract  required,  who  will  endeavour  to  find  out 
the  probable  price  to  be  paid  therefor,  in  Goods  the  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain, 
and  Report  the  same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
get  them  out  from  England  by  the  first  opportunity. — Presents  sent  to  the  Upper 
Posts  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  Neighbourhood  of, 
or  visiting  the  said  Posts,  are  not  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  Indian  Lands 
without  the  express  Order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

3d.  All  Purchases  are  to  be  made  in  public  Council  with  great  Solemnity  and 
Ceremony  according  to  the  Antient  Usages  and  Customs  of  the  Indians,  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Chiefs  and  leading  Men  of  the  Nation  or  Nations  to  whom  the  lands  belong 
being  first  assembled. 

4th.  The  Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Government  of  the  Province 
in  which  the  Lands  lie,  or  two  Persons  duly  commissioned  by  him,  are  to  be  present 
on  behalf  of  the  said  Province. 

5th.  The  Superintendant  General  or  in  his  absence  the  Deputy  Superintendant 
General  negotiating  the  purchase  shall  be  accompanied  by  two  other  Persons 
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belonging  to  the  Indian  Department  together  with  one,  two,  three  or  more  Military- 
Officers  (according  to  the  Strength)  from  the  Garrison  or  Post  nearest  to  the  place 
where  the  Conference  shall  be  held. 

6th.  The  Superintendant  General  or  Deputy  Superintendant  General  negotiating 
the  Purchase  will  employ  for  the  purpose  such  Interpreters  as  best  understand 
the  Language  of  the  Nation  or  Nations  treated  with,  and  during  the  time  of  the 
Treaty  every  means  are  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  pernicious  practice  of  introducing 
strong  Liquors  among  the  Indians,  and  every  endeavour  exerted  to  keep  them  per¬ 
fectly  sober. 

7th.  After  explaining  to  the  Indians  the  Nature  and  extent  of  the  Bargain,  the 
situation  and  bounds  of  the  Lands  and  the  price  to  be  paid,  regular  Deeds  of  con¬ 
veyance  (Original,  Duplicate  and  Triplicate)  are  to  be  executed  in  Public  Council 
by  the  Principal  Indian  Chiefs  and  Leading  Men  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Super¬ 
intendant  General,  or  in  his  absence  the  Deputy  Superintendant  General  or  Person 
appointed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  his  Majesty’s  behalf  on  the  other  part, 
and  attested  by  the  Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Government  in  which 
the  ceded  Lands  lie,  or  the  Person  commissioned  by  him  and  by  the  Officers  and 
others  attending  the  Council.  Descriptive  Plans  signed  and  witnessed  in  the  same 
manner  are  to  be  attached  to  the  Deeds  of  Conveyance,  one  of  which  is  to  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Office  of  the  Superintendant  General  to  be  there  entered  and  remain 
on  Record,  a  second  to  be  given  to  the  Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Province  in  which  the  lands  fall  or  the  Person  appointed  by  him, 
and  the  third  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indians,  who  by  that  means  will  always  be 
able  to  ascertain  what  they  have  sold  and  future  Uneasiness  and  Discontents 
be  thereby  avoided. 

8th.  All  other  matters  being  settled,  Indian  Goods  to  the  amount  agreed  upon 
are  to  be  given  in  payment  of  the  Territory  ceded,  the  said  Goods  to  be  delivered 
in  Public  Council  with  the  greatest  possible  Notoriety,  and  the  Delivery  certified 
and  witnessed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Deeds  of  Conveyance. 

9th.  When  the  Council  is  finished  the  Proceedings  are  by  the  first  convenient 
Opportunity  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Office  of  the  Superintendant  General  for  the 
information  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Dorchester. 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command. 

Frans.  Le  Maistre.  M.S. 

Endorsed:— Copy.  In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  19  of  the  17th  Feby.  1795.  (2) 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  28  to  Colonel  Simcoe. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Kingston,  Dec.  28th,  1794. 

My  Lord: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  Your  Lordship  a  Return  of  the  Ordnance 
brought  from  Point  Ivrogne1  to  this  Post,  together  with  what  remains  there,  both 
serviceable  and  unserviceable.  I  am  glad  the  guns  prove  to  be  twelve  and  not 

i “Ivrogne  Point,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  front  of  the  township  of  Edwardsburg,  lies 
a  little  below  Isle  du  Fort  Levi,  on  the  north  shore.”  Smith,  Gazetteer  of  Upper  Canada.  It 
is  now  known  as  Adams  Point. 
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nine  pounders,  as  reported,  since  Coehorn  shells  may  be  most  usefully  thrown  from 
guns  of  this  calibre. 

In  my  letter  No.  34, 1  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  Your  Lordship  the  names  of 
those  Officers  to  whom  I  had  transmitted  beating  orders  and  instructions  for  raising 
four  of  the  Companies  in  one  of  the  Battalions  of  the  proposed  Royal  Canadian 
Corps,  together  with  such  Gentlemen  as  had  been  at  that  time  nominated  by  them 
to  the  Subalterns  Commissions. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  subjoin  the  names  of  Ensign  William  Crawford  of  the  late 
Royal  Regiment  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  William  Johnson,  the  former  to  be  Lieuten¬ 
ant  and  the  latter  an  Ensign  in  Mr.  Hector  McLean’s  Company. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 


Quebec,  29th  December,  1794. 
Sir: 

The  Officers  to  whom  beating  orders  were  issued  by  Colonel  Simcoe  having  come 
to  Lower  Canada  to  endeavour  completing  their  companies,  It  is  from  thence 
presumed  their  success  in  the  Upper  Province  has  become  precarious.  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester  therefore  directs  me  to  request  Colonel  Simcoe  will  return  the  beating  orders 
he  may  still  be  possessed  of  and  that  you  will  inform  me  in  what  manner  he  has 
disposed  of  the  rest. 

I  am  with  regard,  &c. 


B.  Major  Littlehales. 


Fran  Le  Maistre,  M.S. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  D.  SHORT. 

Navy  Hall,  Deer.  30th,  1794. 
Sir: 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  request  that  you 
will  send  for  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bailey,  now  at  York,  and  inform  him,  that 
an  Affidavit  having  been  made  of  his  seditious  character,  His  Excellency  directs 
him  to  be  informed  that  unless  he  immediately  quits  this  Province,  the  Attorney 
General  will  be  directed  to  proceed  against  him  according  to  Law. 

You  will  be  pleased  at  the  same  time  to  inform  Mr.  Miles,  under  whose  guar¬ 
antee  this  person  has  been  engaged,  His  Excellency  regrets  that  a  person  should 
be  brought  into  the  Province  by  him,  (and  of  the  most  respectable  character), 
and  that  whose  base  conduct,  should  be  condemned  in  every  respect  as  a  person 
unfit  to  receive  His  Majesty’s  bounty  of  lands. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

D.  Short,  Esqr.  York. 
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FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  December  31st,  1794. 
Sir: 

Finding  that  Colonel  McKee  did  not  avail  himself  of  Mr.  Francis’s1  return 
to  Niagara,  by  whom  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Your  Excellency,  and  having 
received  further  information  of  the  correspondence  and  messages  that  have  passed 
between  Isaac  Williams  Junior,  the  Crane,  at  Sandusky  and  General  Wayne,  I 
have  directed  an  express  to  be  sent  you  with  the  particulars  which  Colonel  McKee 
has  undertaken  to  detail,  and  which  will  be  herewith  transmitted  to  Your  Excel¬ 
lency. 


Lieutenant  Cooper  returned  here  from  Fort  Miamis  two  days  ago  and  reports 
that  the  Soldiers  Barracks  are  finished  and  that  the  temporary  log  houses  intended 
for  the  officers  are  completed.  ...... 


Those  Militia  who  were  doing  duty  at  Fort  Miamis  and  Turtle  Island  have 
been  long  since  dismissed  as  before  reported,  and  Turtle  Island  garrisoned  bv  the 
24th  Regiment . .  .  .  . 

.  nkffid 

You  are  no  doubt  already  informed  of  the  situation  of  the  Ottawa,  and  also 
of  a  sloop  being  ordered  to  be  built  here  this  winter  to  replace  the  Felicity.  I 
shall  also  take  care  that  she  is  as  near  the  model  of  the  Detroit  as  possible,*'  as  I 
recollect  you  approving  much  of  her  when  you  saw  her  on  the  stocks.  The  work 
on  the  Gun  Boat  is,  as  you  directed,  suspended  till  I  receive  your  further  instruc¬ 
tions.  She  is  well  advanced  and  will  be  an  excellent  and  useful  boat  when  finished. 
An  estimate  of  her  expence  was  long  since  sent  to  Lord  Dorchester. 

I  already  reported  to  Your  Excellency  that  the  Dunmore  made  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  get  to  Michilimackinac  with  provisions,  stores  of  various  kinds  and  In¬ 
dian  presents,  and  as  I  much  fear  that  Garrison  may  be  in  some  distress  for  those 
articles,  I  propose  sending  her  there  as  early  as  navigation  opens  which  will  prevent 
her  being  at  Fort  Erie  probably,  at  the  time  Your  Excellency  directed. 

Lieutenant  Cowan  has  four  carpenters  with  him  belonging  to  the  Establish¬ 
ment  here,  or  at  least  men  who  are  employed  as  such  I  therefore  hope  the  Ottawa 
will  be  ready  for  service  as  early  as  you  wish,  and  I  will  take  care  to  send  the 
Chippawa  down  early  in  the  Spring.  I  have  sent  an  express  to  Captain  Doyle, 
informing  him  of  our  situation  here  and  of  the  cause  of  his  not  receiving  his  supplies. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Stiell  to  withdraw  the  Post  from  Turtle  Island,  as 
you  desired,  when  he  finds  it  convenient.  It  has  hitherto  been  of  much  service  in 
consequence  of  the  great  transport  of  provisions  to  Swan  Creek,  and  the  vessels 
being  often  obliged  to  land  them  there. 

Notwithstanding  all  our  disappointments  I  have  been  able  nearly  to  complete 
the  requisitions  you  approved  of  for  the  Indian  Department.  But  as  that  is  limited 
to  the  end  of  next  March  beg  to  be  instructed  whether  I  am  to  continue  furnishing 
them  with  more  provisions  after  that  period.  We  should  have  been  in  much  dis¬ 
tress  if  there  had  not  been  a  contract  made  for  fresh  beef.  I  am  however  appre- 
hensive  we  will  not  derive  much  further  advantage  from  it,  as  the  contractors 

iProbably  William  Francis,  a  loyalist  officer  who  settled  near  Long  Point. 
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represent  that  cattle  are  become  very  scarce,  and  those  they  can  now  procure  ar 
very  indifferent. 

I  was  disappointed  that  a  greater  quantity  of  pork  was  not  sent  from  Fort  Erie, 
which  I  suppose  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  misfortune  of  the  Ottawa,  and  the  private 
vessels  being  laden  with  merchandise. 

The  Garrison  here  has  by  no  means  recovered  from  the  Miamis  fever,  the  men 
relapse  constantly  and  many  have  fallen  victims  to  it.  There  are  at  present  eighty 
on  the  surgeon’s  list,  some  of  whom  are  despaired  of  by  him,  and  by  a  letter  from 
Surgeon  McCaulay,  I  am  concerned  to  find  that  Captain  Porter  has  most  cruelly 
detained  at  Kingston  the  medicines  intended  for  this  Province,  which  adds  very 
considerably  to  our  distress. 

I  have  directed  Mr.  Baker  to  prepare  another  plan  of  the  Gunboats  building 
at  Chatham,  and  if  ready  in  time,  will  forward  it  by  this  opportunity. 

In  consequence  of  the  sloop  being  ordered  to  be  built  here,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  send  for  him,  but  have  contrived  to  leave  a  proper  person  to  superintend  in  his 
absence,  the  work  directed  by  Your  Excellency,  and  will  occasionally  send  Mr 
Baker  to  Chatham  to  see  that  the  work  goes  on  properly.  Lieutenant  Adye  has 
been  there,  and  will  inform  you  of  the  object  of  his  visit.  I  now  propose  to  send 
him  to  Fort  Miamis,  as  the  detachment  of  Artillery  there  is  weak,  owing  to  sickness, 
and  no  Non-commissioned  officer  with  it. 

I  have  communicated  to  Captain  Grant  Senr.  Officer  of  the  Marine  Depart¬ 
ment,  Lord  Dorchester’s  letters  to  Your  Excellency,  and  your  orders  to  me  on  the 
subject  of  paying  the  several  Branches  of  that  Department  in  Paper  Money, 
and  I  have  also  communicated  those  orders  to  the  heads  of  the  Civil  Departments 
here,  and  have  directed  a  report  to  be  prepared  on  that  subject,  which  shall  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  one  on  the  part  of  the  Troops  and  transmitted  to  you  by  the  Winter 
Express. 

I  have  not  purchased  any  horses,  your  first  letter  on  that  subject  arrived  in 
full  time  to  prevent  me. 


P.S. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 


To  His  Excellency  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe. 


SPEECH  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  INDIAN  NATIONS  AT  THE  GLAIZE 
TO  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  ENGLAND,  COMMANDING 

AT  DETROIT. 


Father: 

We  have  laid  before  you  our  answer  to  the  Speech  of  our  Father,  the  Governor 
at  Niagara,  and  also  our  Speech  to  the  United  States  in  answer  to  their  last  Mes¬ 
sages,  as  also  those  Messages  that  we  are  now  sending  to  our  Confederates  to  as¬ 
semble  at  the  Foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  in  order  to  deliberate  on  what  measures 
may  be  further  necessary  for  us  to  procure  the  peace  and  interest  of  our  Country. 

We  are  directed  in  the  name  of  the  Council  at  the  Glaize  to  make  you  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  design  of  calling  a  General  Meeting  at  the  Miamis  Rapids  as 


S.P.— 17 
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early  as  possible  for  this  purpose,  and  to  solicit  your  assistance  in  their  name  in 
iurmshmg  provisions  for  us  there,  as  you  have  always  heretofore  done.  Our  un¬ 
settled  condition  does  not  leave  it  in  our  power  to  provide  provisions  for  ourselves 
home:  0ccasl0ns,  ^or  we  even  h  difficult  to  provide  for  our  families  when  at 

Father: 

The  supply  we  now  ask  is  exclusive  of  what  our  Father  the  Governor  promised 
to  send  us  to  Sandussky,  and  we  are  sorry  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  being 
further  troublesome  on  this  occasion. 


(Undated) 


A  string  of  Wampum. 


A  PETITION  OF  FATHER  EDMUND  BURKE. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Hobart 

one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Edmund  Burke,  one  of  the  Vicars  Gen.  of  the 

Diocese  of  Quebec, 

Most  humbly  Sheweth, 

That  in  the  month  of  September  1794  on  the  application  of  Lord  Dorchester 
then  Governor  General  of  British  North  America  in  consequence  of  a  requisition 
from  His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe  then  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Canada,  Y  our  Petitioner  was  removed  from  the  United  Livings  of  St.  Peter’s  and 
St.  Lawrence  m  the  Isle  of  Orleans  by  the  Right  Rev’d  John  Francis  Hubert 
then  R.C.  Bishop  of  Quebec  to  the  River  Raism  in  the  Miamis  Country  expresslv 
to  counteract  the  Machinations  of  Jacobin  Emissaries,  whose  influence  amongst 
the  Settlers  and  numerous  Tribes  of  surrounding  Indians,  might,  not  to  say  in¬ 
fallibly  would,  have  caused  an  Insurrection,  the  consequences  of  which  might 
6  /^ta  -t0  t,he  K*ngf  24 th  Regiment  then  stationed  in  the  Forts  of  Detroit 
<VAe  Miamis,  about  Elghty  distant  one  from  the  other,  the  strong  Settlement 
of  the  River  Raism  midway  between  them. 

That  your  Petitioner  by  persevering  diligence  and  at  the  risque  of  his  life 
happily  succeeded  in  suppressing  the  flames  which  were  already  Kindled  bv  a 
resolution  of  the  Settlers  to  refuse  Obedience  to  the  Militia  laws. 
tt  ?n  the  Evacuation  of  the  Western  Posts  agreeably  to  Treaty  with  the 

*vniT°-f  .  ates  and  consequent  Cession  of  that  Territory,  your  Petitioner  was  offered 
the  Living  of  Saint  Anne  comprehending  the  town  of  Detroit  and  adjoining  Settle¬ 
ments  on  condition  of  becoming  an  American  Subject,  which  by  the  tenor  of  the 
Treaty  he  might  have  done.  That  your  Petitioner  considering  such  a  determina¬ 
tion  on  his  part  a  strong  Inducement  to  many  of  the  King’s  Loyal  Subjects  to  imitate 
him  and  being  particularly  invited  by  His  Excellency  the  then  Lieutenant  Gov’r 
to  return  to  the  King  s  Government  rejected  the  Offer  relying  on  the  good  faith 
and  well  Known  Generosity  of  Government  for  some  provision  for  life  in  place 
of  the  living  from  which  he  had  been  removed. 

That  on  his  arrival  in  Quebec  in  the  year  1796  on  a  Statement  of  facts  supported 
by  the  written  testimony  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  of  Alexander 
McKee  Esq  r  Lieutenant  of  that  Country  and  Deputy  Superintendant  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  Colonel  England  then  Commandant  of  the  Post,  His  Excellency  Lieuten- 
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ant  Gen’l.  Prescott  Successor  to  Lord  Dorchester  granted  Your  Lordship’s  Petitioner 
the  sum  of  £100  per  Annum  as  an  indemnification  for  Losses  sustained  by  his  removal 
and  a  reward  for  his  Services  &  Loyalty.1 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE,  UNADDRESSED  AND 
UNDATED  BUT  AMONG  THE  PAPERS  OF  THE  YEAR  1796. 

Since  Levi  Allen’s  absence,  an  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  affairs  of  Ver¬ 
mont.  Chittenden  suddenly  lost  his  election,  and  Robinson  was  chosen  Governor,2 
and  it  is  affirmed  that  Vermont  has  joined  Congress.  Allen  says  that  it  was  by 
surprise  and  accident  that  Robinson  obtained  the  Government,  that  Chittenden 
is  now  rechosen3  and  that  he  believes  Congress  has  resolved  to  admit  Vermont  into 
the  Confederacy,  but  that  Vermont  has  not  decidedly  resolved  to  join  Congress. 
This  seems  to  be  matter  of  conjecture,  though  not  without  probability.  Perhaps 
Government  may  have  better  information  on  this  head.  Allen  states  that  the 
meeting  of  Vermont  is  in  October,  that  he  wishes  to  be  present  at  it,  although 
he  shall  fail  of  what  seems  the  great  object  of  his  ambition,  the  being  able  by  a 
cargo  directly  imported  from  this  Country,  to  exemplify  the  advantage  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse. 

By  the  admission  of  Vermont  and  Kentucky,4  there  are  now  fifteen  States  in 
the  Alliance,  and  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  remarks,  why  in  my  opinion  a  connection 
with  each  of  these  new  States,  is  more  necessary  and  profitable  than  with  any  other 
separate  state  whatever,  of  the  whole  confederation. 

The  original  United  States  passed  the  zenith  of  their  power  almost  at  the 
moment  of  their  existence.  This  was  affected  partly  by  the  British  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  that  restricted  their  West  India  Trade,  but  chiefly  by  the  immense  emigration, 
which  took  place  towards  the  southward,  wasting  their  strength  at  the  present, 
and  offering  at  no  very  distant  period,  natural  allies  to  those  who  shall  command 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  or  be  in  possession  of  the  chain  of  Lakes  which  stretch 
themselves  out,  parallel  to  the  line  of  present  and  future  emigrations. 

Vermont  has  grown  and  is  daily  growing  into  great  strength.  Her  position 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec  leaves  that  province  actually  at  her  mercy.  She 
may  strike  at  the  ill  fortified  capital,  or  cut  off  all  communications  with  the  St. 
Lawrence,  when  she  pleases.  On  the  other  hand,  in  alliance  with  Canada,  she 
presents  a  formidable  barrier  of  Mountains,  which  are  impenetrable  fences  with  the 
United  States. 

Kentucky  has  not  so  many  advantages  in  a  military  view,  for  offence  or  defence, 
but  in  case  of  rupture  with  the  Spaniard,  her  alliance  would  be  of  the  utmost 

1  Edmund  Burke,  first  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Maryborough, 
county  of  Kildare,  Ireland,  in  1750  and  died  at  Halifax,  N.S.  in  1820.  He  was  educated  for  the 
priesthood  in  Paris,  and  after  being  ordained,  returned  to  Ireland.  He  arrived  in  Quebec  during 
the  summer  of  1786,  and  was  immediately  appointed  professor  of  philosophy  and  mathematics 
in  the  Seminary,  where  he  taught  for  seven  years.  In  1794,  he  was  sent  to  Detroit  as  Vicar  General 
and  superior  of  missions  in  Upper  Canada  and  remained  in  that  Province  for  another  seven  years 
until  transferred  to  Halifax  in  1801,  as  Vicar  General  of  Quebec.  He  was  appointed  Vicar  General 
of  Nova  Scotia  in  1815  and  consecrated  Bishop  of  Zion  in  1818.  His  most  important  writings 
are  “The  First  Principles  of  Christianity,”  and  “The  Ministry  of  the  Church.”  (Dublin,  1817.) 

2  This  took  place  in  1789. 

3  Chittenden  became  Governor  again  in  1790. 

4  Vermont  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  March  4th,  1791,  and  Kentucky,  June  1st,  1792. 
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importance.  The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  their  report  of  April  17, 
1790,  state  that  the  western  States  of  America  wish  to  admit  Vermont  and  the 
southern  States,  Kentucky  as  reciprocal  balance  with  the  confederation.  The 
United  States  are  certainly  divided  in  interest,  and  the  British  connection  with 
them  stands  upon  a  footing  which  requires  great  circumspection.  The  commerce 

the  southern  States  is  an  immediate  advantage,  the  power  of  the  Eastern,  an 
object  of  future  apprehension  and  caution.  Vermont  and  Kentucky  have  certainly 
separate  and  distinct  interests  from  either,  with  the  southern  States  they  cannot 
export  their  commodities  by  means  of  the  Atlantic  nor  with  the  Eastern  can  they 
be  injured  by  the  carrying  trade  being  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
upon  the  ground  of  these  separate  interests,  even  supposing  Mr.  Levi  Allen’s  ideas 
that  Vermont  has  not  formally  joined  Congress  to  be  illfounded,  that  I  humbly 
conceive,  he  may  yet  be  of  important  service,  and  I  have  intimated  as  much  to 
him..  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  probable  that  Vermont  can  have  submitted  to 
participate  in  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  presume 
that  she  has,  in  case  of  her  admission  into  the  alliance,  agreed  to  pay  a  certain 
portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  Federal  Government.  Now  it  is  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  to  Great  Britain  that  she  should  not  on  any  account  suffer  imposts  to 
be  laid  upon  British  manufactures,  or  duties  to  be  collected  for  the  use  of  Congress 
upon  her  Lakes  and  Rivers.  The  result  of  such  a  determination  as  the  alliance 
of  Vermont  would  be  that  she  will  become  the  storehouse  for  smuggling  all  British 
commodities  into  the  Eastern  States,  facilitated  by  the  speedy  means  of  transporting 
them  in  the  winter  over  the  snow  on  sleighs,  and  by  this  very  traffic,  she  would 
gradually  alienate  herself  from  the  governing  powers  of  Congress,  and  rivet  more 
strongly  her  natural  connection  with  Canada. 

I  also  intimated  to  Mr.  Allen  that,  as  the  American  States  are  divided,  with 
respect  to  their  sentiments  on  commercial  matters  into  two  parties,  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Vermont  must  give  her  decided  voice  with  the  Southern  States 
who  are  against  laying  any  duties  or  further  imposts  on  British  commerce.  Now 
that  State  has  joined  the  alliance,  cannot  possibly  make  any  distinction,  if  she 
shall  be  obliged  m  her  own  defence,  to  retaliate  by  duties  and  prohibitions.  These 
points  at  least,  I  should  think  the  Allens  &c.,  might  carry,  and  the  voice  of  Vermont 
be  directed  in  this  important  consideration  to  its  own  interest  and  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  example  against  the  general  opinion  of  the  eastern  States  would 
have  great  importance  on  the  connection  which  it  is  hoped  we  shall  obtain  with 
Kentucky,  and  not  only  so  but  on  all  the  settlers  on  those  Rivers  which  flow  into 
the  Mississippi,  who  would  be  taught  to  regard  as  unconstitutional  and  oppressive 
every  idea  of  such  federal  duties  being  levied  upon  them,  as  are  raised  on  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Sea  Coasts. 

Mr.  Allen  does  not  know  how  far  the  Government  of  Canada  has  been  directed 
to  accede  to  his  proper  requisitions  nor  does  he  press  them.  He  seems  inclined 
to  wish  them  to  be  reserved  as  a  boon.  To  sum  up  these  desultory  observations 
it  is  obvious  and  incontrovertible  that  Great  Britain  ought  to  abandon  her  Colonies’ 
or  by  a  very  little  exertion,  render  them  an  inseparable  part  of  her  Empire. 

She  may  preserve  to  Canada,  her  present  system,  but  she  cannot  erect  any  new 
colonies  and  expect  to  render  them  prosperous  by  American  emigrations,  unless 
they  are  established  on  a  free  code  of  laws. 

A  federal  alliance  with  Vermont  will  protect  her  Dominions,  from  all  American 
enemies,  extend  to  an  immense  degree,  her  carrying  trade,  the  real  nursery  of 
seamen,  and  by  example  invite  the  western  territories,  those  of  Kentucky  &c. 
to  a  similar  connection  and  commercial  dependance. 
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The  River  St.  Lawrence,  with  a  few  canals  in  addition,  whether  Montreal 
shall  be  a  separate  Government  or  not,  will  render  that  town  the  centre  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  which  every  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain  will  find  a  vent  in  those  immense  regions,  settled  or  about  to  be 
settled  in  the  interior  parts  of  America.  Between  these  people  and  Great  Britain 
there  will  be  such  a  perfect  union  of  interest  and  force.  Without  some  such  pro¬ 
visions,  Vermont  will  of  necessity  unite  with  the  Congress,  and  by  the  conquest 
of  Canada  force  a  passage  to  the  Ocean.  There  is  no  alternative,  no  palliation  left 
for  Great  Britain. 

The  first  object  is  to  secure  the  Alliance  with  Vermont.  To  place  the  garrisons 
of  Quebec,  St.  Johns,  Fort  Michilimackinac  and  instantly  (if  it  be  her  policy  to 
surrender  the  Posts)  to  establish  settlements  so  contiguous  to  them  in  her  own 
territories,  that  the  Indians  may  not  perceive  their  loss,  and  attribute  it  to  the 
superiority  of  the  Americans.  If  Vermont  be  secured  it  will  follow  that  Great 
Britain  will  possess  the  best  connected  Empire  that  ever  awed  the  world.  May  she 
succeed  in  so  noble  an  undertaking,  and  having  been  the  Country  that  first  gave 
birth  to  rational  liberty,  preserve  it  and  all  its  blessings  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

York,  Upper  Canada.1 


THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  GRAY  AND  OTHER  PRESBYTERIANS. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

The  petition  of  Colonel  James  Gray,  Richard  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  and  Captain 
John  McKenzie,  for  themselves  and  sundry  Presbyterian  inhabitants  of  the 
Counties  of  Glengarry  and  Stormont. 

Humbly  Sheweth, — 

That  your  Petitioners  and  such  fellow  citizens  as  they  hereby  represent,  amid 
the  many  blessings  they  have  enjoyed  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  have 
hitherto  been  assisted  by  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  in  supporting  a  Minister 
of  the  Gospel  among  them,  His  Lordship  having  for  five  years  past  allowed  their 
Clergyman,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bethune,  fifty  pounds  Sterling  per  annum. 

That  since  the  month  of  May  last,  the  payment  of  this  salary  has  been  dis¬ 
continued  in  Quebec,  like  that  of  all  other  salaries  enjoyed  by  persons  residing  in 
this  country,  on  account  of  the  division  of  Canada  into  two  Provinces. 

That  being  yet  unable  themselves  to  make  that  decent  provision  for  a  Clergy¬ 
man  which  is  necessary  to  keep  him  above  want,  and  consequently  above  contempt, 
your  Petitioners  in  this  conjuncture  turn  their  eyes  towards  Your  Excellency, 
flattering  themselves  that  you  will  render  them  every  service  in  this  respect,  that 
may  be  compatible  with  your  duty,  as  the  Representative  of  their  most  Gracious 
Sovereign. 

That  your  Petitioners  are  more  especially  emboldened  to  entertain  this  hope, 
as  their  Minister  is  not  a  recent  adventurer,  but  a  gentleman  of  approved  Loyalty, 
who  resided  nearly  three  years  in  North  Carolina,  previously  to  the  late  war, 
espoused  very  early  the  Royal  Cause,  and  suffered  a  tedious  imprisonment  of  two 
years  and  a  half,  with  every  hardship  and  indignity  which  a  vindictive  enemy 
could  inflict  on  a  man  of  his  principles. 


i  Probably  written  in  the  winter  of  1793-4. 
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That  considering  these  circumstances  and  the  important  advantages,  political 
as  well  as  spiritual,  arising  from  the  regular  worship  of  God,  and  impressing  the 
duties  of  Religion  on  the  minds  of  men,  your  Petitioners  conceive  the  highest 
hopes  of  your  Excellency’s  munificent  assistance,  and  your  Excellency’s  Peti¬ 
tioners,  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

James  Gray  1  For  ourselves  and  a 

R.  Wilkinson  l  Hundred  and  fifty 
John  McKenzie  J  Heads  of  Families. 

(Undated  probably  made  some  time  in  1794.) 


ESTIMATE  OF  THE  EXPENCE  ATTENDING  THE  CIVIL  ESTABLISH¬ 
MENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  UPPER  CANADA  FROM  THE  31st 
OF  DECEMBER,  1793  TO  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1794. 


John  Graves  Simcoe. 

Lieutenant  Governor 

£2,000 

William  Osgoode. 

Chief  Justice. 

1,000 

John  White. 

Attorney  General 

300 

(Vacant) 

Solicitor  General 

100 

W.  D.  Powell  (Detroit) 

Two  Judges  of  the  Common 

(Vacant) 

Pleas  at  £500  Pr.  Annum 
each. 

1,000 

David  Burns 

Clerk  of  the  Crown  and 

(Vacant) 

(Vacant) 

Pleas. 

100 

Two  Sheriffs  at  £100  each. 

200 

Wm.  Jarvis. 

Secretary  of  the  Province 

(Vacant) 

and  Register. 

300 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 

100 

Samuel  Holland. 

Surveyor  of  Lands,  (no  salary.) 

Peter  Russell. 

Receiver  General  of 

William  Osgoode. 

William  Robertson. 

the  Revenues. 

200 

(Vacant)  Canadian. 

Alexr.  Grant. 

Peter  Russell. 

Five  Executive  Councillors. 

500 

Francis  Costa. 

Naval  Officer. 

100 

Charles  Goddard. 

Agent. 

200 

£6,100 
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FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  15.  Quebec,  1st  January,  1795 

My  Lord. 

Since  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  No.  54,  I  have  learned  that  the  Loss  of  the 
Indians  in  their  Action  on  the  20th  of  August  last  did  not  exceed  nineteen  men, 
which  is  considerably  less  than  was  at  first  supposed. 

At  a  Council  held  on  the  13th  October  at  the  Wyandot  Village,  the  Western 
Tribes  positively  demanded  Assistance  from  the  British  and  from  the  Six  Nations, 
stating  at  the  same  time  their  readiness  to  accompany  the  King’s  Troops  in  an 
immediate  Attack  on  the  Forts  established  by  the  United  States.  Their  Speech 
has  not  yet  come  to  me ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  delay  any  longer  representing  the 
present  appearance  of  Indian  Affairs. 

It  has  been  recommended  to  the  Western  Indians,  by  Brant  to  assemble  in 
Arms  next  Spring  at  the  Huron  Village  in  order  to  come  to  some  decision  with 
regard  to  the  Situation.  Their  Villages  and  Cornfields  having  been  destroyed 
they  are  preparing  to  hut  themselves  for  the  Winter  at  Swan  Creek  on  the  Miamis 
River  near  the  Lake. 

The  Style  of  General  Wayne’s  orders  after  the  Action  on  the  20th  of  August 
last,  and  the  violent  Language  of  Mr.  Pickering  at  a  Council  held  the  26th  of 
October  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Canandarque,  do  not  appear  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  disposition  in  the  United  States,  to  allow  their  differences  with  the  Indians 
to  be  terminated  under  His  Majesty’s  Auspices,  such  a  hope  however  was  enter¬ 
tained  in  the  Upper  Country  the  30th  of  October.  It  was  also  thought  that  the 
Force  stationed  at  Pittsburg  under  the  pretext  of  supporting  the  measures  of  their 
Government  against  the  Insurgents  in  the  Western  Counties,  is  intended  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  and,  if  necessary,  to  act  against  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  by  the 
route  of  Presqu’Isle. 

Private  Accounts  of  the  7th  November  say  that  the  Western  Indians  have 
sent  Messages  to  the  Indians  on  the  Mississippi  and  Missourie  in  order  to  obtain 
Permission  to  retire  to  their  Lands. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  &c. 

Dorchester. 

His  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Quebec,  1st  January,  1795.  Lord  Dorchester.  R.  20th  April. 
Ansd.  No.  15.  {Seven  Inclosures) 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  A.  FISHER. 

Kingston,  Jany.  1st,  1795. 
Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  His  Excellency  the  Lieut.  Governor,  that  no  District 
Court  was  holden  in  last  September  in  the  Midland  District,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  establishing  this  Court,  and  none  was  holden  even  in  December,  although 
numerous  summonses  wrere  issued  and  several  persons,  in  consequence  attended, 
and  further  that  no  notice  was  given  that  the  Court  would  not  open. 


252 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


_  His  Excellency  has  directed  me  to  state  these  circumstances  to  you,  to  prevent 
similar  inconveniences  arising  in  future  to  the  District,  which,  he  is  well  persuaded, 
you  must  be  convinced,  would  prove  highly  detrimental  to  the  public  Interest 
and  to  the  Community  in  general. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

A.  Fisher,  Esq.1  E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Judge  of  the  Midland 
District  Court. 


FROM  ANTHONY  WAYNE  TO  THE  INDIANS  OF  SANDUSKY. 

To  Tarhe  and  all  other  Sachems  and  War  Chiefs  at  Sandusky. 

Brothers— I  have  received  your  letters  and  verbal  message  by  Enos  Coon  and  a 
young  Wyandot  Warrior,  and  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  opening  your  eyes 
and  changing  the  Inclination  of  your  Hearts  from  War  to  Peace  and  which 
otherwise  would  have  terminated  in  your  total  extirpation. 

The  pleasure  you  express  upon  hearing  my  Voice  and  the  promise  you 
make  that  you  will  tell  your  Warriors  to  lay  down  their  Hatchets  and  not 
to  strike  us  any  more  is  very  pleasing  to  me. 

I  will  now  on  my  part  order  my  Warriors  not  to  strike  any  of  your 
Peaceable  People,  but  to  receive  them  with  friendship  and  treat  them  with 
kindness  and  as  a  pledge  of  my  peaceable  disposition  towards  you  and 
your  people,  I  send  you  a  string  of  white  Wampum. 

Brothers.— You  say  there  may  be  some  foolish  young  Men,  such  as  have  no  home, 
may  do  mischief  to  you,  for  them  I  cannot  answer.  There  may  also  be 
some  foolish  young  Men  among  us,  who  (like  yours)  have  no  home,  may 
also  do  mischief,  nor  can  I  answer  for  their  conduct — but  let  you  and  me 
join  Heart  and  Hand  and  use  every  possible  endeavour  to  prevent  any  mis¬ 
chief  being  done  to  either  of  us  by  these  bad  people  agreeably  to  our  mutual 
promises  to  each  other  of  the  treaty  held  at  the  mouth  of  Muskingum  on 
the  9th  day  of  January  1789,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  Article  8th,  vizt. 

Should  any  Nation  of  Indians  meditate  a  War  against  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  and  the  same  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  before  mentioned  nations,  or  either  of  them,  the  Wyandots,  Delawares, 
Ottaways,  Chippeways,  Potewatemis  and  Sack  Nations,  they  do  hereby 
engage  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Governor,  or  in  his  absence  to  the 
Officer  Commanding  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  at  the  nearest  Post, 
and  should  any  nation  wuth  hostile  Intention  against  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  them  attempt  to  pass  through  their  Country,  they  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  the  same  and  in  like  manner  give  information  of  such 
attempt  to  the  said  Governor  or  Commanding  Officer  as  soon  as  possible 
that  all  causes  of  mistrust  or  suspicion  may  be  avoided  between  them  and 
the  United  States. 

In  like  manner  the  United  States  shall  give  notice  to  the  said  Indian 
Nations  of  any  harm  that  may  be  meditated  against  them,  that  shall  come 
to  their  knowledge  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  hinder  and  prevent  the 
_ same,  that  the  friendship  between  them  may  be  uninterrupted. 

1 Alexander  Fisher  of  Adolphustown. 
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Brothers.  It  is  the  duty  and  interest  of  all  of  us  to  observe  this  Article  inviolate 
upon  all  occasions,  and  particularly  yours,  because  should  you  permit  the 
bad  Indians  to  pass  thro’  your  Country  to  strike  any  of  our  Warriors  or 
at  any  of  our  Settlements,  or  to  steal  Horses  or  other  property  from  the 
Inhabitants,  they  will  naturally  be  pursued  and  possibly  some  of  your 
innocent  people  may  suffer  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  these  bad  Indians, 
whom  you  ought  immediately  to  drive  from  among  you  in  order  to  prevent 
mistakes. 

Brothers— You  express  some  apprehension  of  injury  from  some  of  the  Hostile 
Tribes  on  account  of  the  part  you  have  lately  taken. 

Your  Father,  General  Washington,  the  President  of  the  fifteen  Fires 
of  America  will  take  you  under  his  protection  and  has  ordered  me  to  defend 
his  dutiful  Children  from  any  injury  that  may  be  attempted  against  them 
on  account  of  their  peaceable  disposition  towards  the  United  States  and 
for  which  purpose  he  will  order  a  Fort  to  be  built  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  Sandusky  on  the  reserved  lands  as  soon  as  the  Season  and  circumstances 
will  permit. 

Brothers— I  have  received  information  from  Colonel  Hamtramck,  one  of  my 
Principal  Warriors  Commanding  at  the  Miamis  Villages  that  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  Sacks,  Pottawatamies  and  Miamis,  arrived 
at  that  place  three  days  since  and  may  be  hourly  expected  at  Greenville; 
the  Miamis  say  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  remaining  hostile  Tribes  had  acceded 
to  the  prevailing  opinion  and  wish  for  peace  and  that  the  Chiefs  are  now  on 
their  way  to  this  place,  and  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  five  Nations  before  mentioned. 

Brothers.  In  order  to  convince  you  how  you  have  been  imposed  upon  by  Governor 
Simcoe,  Colonel  McKee  and  others  at  the  Foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miamis 
of  the  Lakes,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester  the  British  Governor  of  all  Canada  dated  Quebec,  6th  October  1794, 
which  I  received  a  few  days  ago;  by  this  letter  you  will  see  that  what  Gover¬ 
nor  Simcoe,  Colonel  McKee  and  Captain  Brant  told  you  on  or  about  the 
10th  of  the  same  month  at  the  Big  Rock  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River 
was  not  true.  You  therefore  cannot  come  forward  too  soon  in  order  to 
agree  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  other  Nations  upon  the  time  of  holding  a 
General  Treaty  for  the  Purpose  of  removing  all  causes  of  Controversy  and 
establishing  a  permanent  Peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  Indians  North  West  of  the  Ohio. 

Anty  Wayne. 

Major  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Legion  of  the  United  States, 

Commissioner  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  said  United  States 
of  America  for  Settling  a 
Permanent  Peace  with  all 
the  Indian  Tribes  and  Na¬ 
tions  North  West  of  the  Ohio. 

R.  England. 

Colonel  Comg. 

J.  G.  S. 

Simcoe’s  No.  21  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


Greenville 
1st  January  1795. 


(a  Copy) 


Endorsed: — B — In  Lt.  Governor 


254 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


FROM  JOSEPH  CHEW  TO  THOMAS  ASTON  COFFIN. 

Montreal  5th  Jany,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Instructions  you  have  drawn  Respecting  the  Mode  of  Purchasing  Land, 
in  future  from  Indian  nations  are  in  my  opinion  Very  Proper,  if  you  See  fit  what 
I  have  mentioned  of  Interpreters  may  be  included  in  Article  No.  1.  I  am  well 
Convinced  that  the  Remark  I  make  with  regard  to  not  Suffering  Rum  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  Time  of  holding  Councils  with  Indians,  and  Particularly  when  Pur¬ 
chases  of  Land  are  to  be  made  from  them  ought  by  Every  means  to  be  inforced, 
and  may  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  1st  or  introduced  into  the  3rd  Article  of  the 
Instructions  as  you  think  best. 

Sir  William  Johnson  who  Perfectly  understood  Indians  and  when  they  paid 
him  friendly  Visits  was  Very  free  and  merry  with  them;  at  the  Time  he  held  coun¬ 
cils  with  them  or  had  Business  of  consequence  to  settle  was  Particularly  Ceremonious 
and  Transacted  matters  with  much  Solemnity,  at  those  Times  though  he  was 
allowed  to  understand  the  Mohawk  Language  better  than  any  Other  Person  and 
acquainted  with  that  of  several  other  nations  he  always  Employed  Interpreters, 
who  sometimes  he  was  oblidged  to  Correct,  and  I  have  heard  some  of  them  Were 
under  oath  on  Particular  Occasions  to  interpret  According  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge,  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  in  1768  all  the  Councils  were  opened  and 
held  with  great  Ceremony  and  Solemnity,  and  as  much  so  as  Possible  when  the 
Treaty  was  Closed  the  Deed  Signed  and  The  Territory  Ceeded  paid  for,  nothing 
can  be  more  proper  than  delivering  the  Indians  a  Copy  of  the  Deed  and  a  Plan  of 
the  Lands  Purchased  from  them,  this  they  will  Lodge  with  that  nation  intrusted 
with  matters  of  the  sort.  Belts  of  Wampum,  Speeches,  &c.,  and  may  be  Seen  at  any 
time  by  all  the  nations;  it  will  be  the  means  of  their  young  men  knowing  what  their 
Chiefs  have  done  and  prevent  Jealousy  and  Complaints — things  of  this  sort  was 
always  lodged  by  the  Six  nations  at  the  Onondaga  Castle. 

I  have  often  been  Surprised  that  a  stop  has  not  been  put  to  Rum  being  intro¬ 
duced  among  Indians  when  met  in  Councils  on  Business  of  Importance,  in  Con¬ 
sequence  of  representations  Made  by  Colonel  McKee. — 

When  Indians  were  Expected  at  Johnson  Hall  to  meet  Sir  William  in  Council, 
Notifications  were  Put  up  at  the  most  Principal  Places  on  the  Road  they  were  to 
come,  forbidding  the  sale  of  Rum  to  them,  and  a  Constable  was  sent  to  the  Traders 
and  Innkeepers  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Hall  giving  them  the  like  notice,  and  if  any 
Person  underhandly  disobeyed  the  order  they  were  sure  of  being  Prosecuted.  The 
same  orders  were  given  at  Fort  Stanwix  where  a  number  of  Traders  had  Assembled, 
and  so  Exactly  were  they  Complied  with  that  for  upwards  of  four  Weeks  while  the 
great  Body  of  the  Indians  were  Waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Shawanese,  Delawares, 
&  Senecas  of  Ohio,  I  dont  recollect  seeing  but  one  Chief  in  Liquor  and  that  was  in 
Consequence  of  some  Gentlemen  treating  him,  at  which  Sir  William  was  not  well 
pleased. 

The  Purchases  of  Land  from  the  Indians  in  this  Country  Since  the  Peace  with 
America  must  have  been  strangely  made,  and  Very  Improperly  mannaged  or  the 
Deeds  and  boundary  Lines  would  be  to  be  found  in  the  Superlntedt  General’s 
Office,  the  only  Boundary  that  is  in  his  Office  to  be  depended  upon  is  for  the  Pur¬ 
chase  made  by  Colo.  McKee  in  May  1790,  indeed  there  is  a  kind  of  a  Boundary 
Line  of  a  Tract  Purchased  from  the  Missasaguas  in  May  1784  by  order  of  General 
Haldimand. 

Major  Littlehales  wrote  to  me  the  5th  of  Novr.  1793  desiring  me  to  give 
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Mr.  Aitken  a  Deputy  Surveyor  information  of  the  different  Purchases  made  from 
the  Indians  between  the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Huron.  I  let  him  know  that  neither 
deeds  nor  documents  Were  in  the  Superintendt.  General’s  Office,  he  has  again 
wiote  me  on  the  24th  of  Octr.  last  by  order  of  Govr.  Simcoe  for  all  records  and 
documents  relating  to  Purchases  made  from  Indians  in  Vicinity  of  York  to  which 
I  have  wrote  giving  the  same  answer  as  was  given  to  his  former  application. 

I  am  &c. 


Thomas  Aston  Coffin,  Esqr. 


Joseph  Chew. 


Article  1st.  after  the  words  Indian  Department: 

with  the  Interpreter  best  Acquainted  with  the  Language  of  those  Indian 
nations,  the  Lands  are  to  be  purchased  from,  who,  if  the  Officer,  Superintending 
thinks  proper,  shall  take  an  oath  in  Presence  of  the  Indians  to  interpret  truly  and 
faithfully  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge — and  Two  other  Officers. 

During  the  Time  of  holding  Councils  and  treating  with  the  Indians  for  the 
Land  to  be  Purchased,  proper  measures  are  to  be  taken  to  Prevent  the  Pernitious 
Practice  of  Introducing  Rum  or  Strong  Liquor,  and  Every  Endeavour  used  to 
keep  the  Indians  Perfectly  sober. 


FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 


Whitehall,  8th  Jany,  1795. 


No. 


2. 

3. 

5. 

5. 


24. 


No.  5. 

Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  of  the  Dates  and  numbers 
1.  Oct.  23.  mentioned  in  the  Margin,  and  it  gives  me  singular  pleasure  in 
answering  them,  to  find  that  my  letter  to  you  of  the  19th  Novr. 
last,  inclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  signed  by  Lord  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Jay,  will  be  the  means  of  concentering  your  future 
measures  and  of  reducing  them  to  the  internal  Regulation  and 
security  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  continuation  of  our  Intercourse  with  the  In¬ 
dians.  It  will  likewise  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  so  particularly  into 
some  Parts  of  your  Letter,  as  would  otherwise  have  been  requisite. 

An  early  attention  to  the  Navigation  of  the  Lakes,  with  a  view  of  rendering 
that  Navigation  an  Object  of  Strength  and  Security  as  well  as  of  Commercial 
advantage  to  the  Province,  led  you  to  a  Selection  of  those  Stations  which  have  been 
already  approved  of,  and  the  present  juncture  seems  to  call  for  their  more  im¬ 
mediate  occupation,  according  to  their  relative  importance  and  the  means  in  your 
Power  for  that  purpose. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  Turkey  Point  mentioned  in  No.  13,  combines  all 
the  advantages  annexed  to  Long  Point,  and  is  free  from  the  Suspicion  which  was 
entertained  of  the  unhealthiness  of  the  latter. 

With  respect  to  the  Queens  Rangers,  I  have  only  to  refer  you  to  my  Letter 
of  the  4th  of  October,  in  Answer  to  yours  of  the  21st  of  June  on  that  Subject. 

I  have  already  remarked  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  Novr.,  of  what  importance 
it  is  at  this  moment  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  the  Indians,  by  every  means  in 
my  Power — This  will  be  much  facilitated  by  fully  explaining  to  them  that  Part  of 
the  Treaty  (when  it  is  made  public)  which  secures  and  guarantees  Our  future 
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Trade  and  Intercourse  with  them  and  places  both  on  a  more  unrestrained  and 
general  footing  than  they  could  rest  upon  under  the  present  circumstances,  and 
by  convincing  them  that  by  having  already  bound  ourselves  not  to  retain  any 
Lands  on  the  American  side  of  the  Treaty  Line,  it  became  the  only  means  by  which 
we  could  secure  a  constant  and  perpetual  Communication  with  them — You  will 
of  course  use  every  means  in  Your  Power  to  induce,  if  possible,  both  the  American 
States  and  the  Indians  to  make  use  of  our  mediation  for  settling  their  present 
disputes;  an  event  from  which,  should  it  take  place,  the  most  beneficial  Effects 
may  be  expected. 

As  the  Treaty  between  us  and  the  American  States  cedes  to  us  and  recognises 
our  Possession  of  the  Posts  until  the  time  fixed  for  their  Cession,  I  trust  that  the 
good  Understanding  and  liberality  which  should  at  present  prevail  between  both 
Parties  will  dispose  the  Americans  to  take  no  Steps  wrhich  may  have  the  appearance 
of  streightening  the  Posts  in  our  Possession,  or  of  interfering  within  what  may 
bona  fide  be  considered  as  their  limits. 

Underpins  impression  it  seems  adviseable  that  both  Parties  should  mutually 
agree  to  withdraw  all  Troops  both  from  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis,  and  from  Fort 
Defiance,  taking  care  on  our  Part  that  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis  should  be  previously 
destroyed,  as  very  properly  suggested  in  your  letter  No.  4. 

Your  Speech  to  the  Indians  in  No.  5  very  properly  explains  to  them  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  we  stand;  and  your  Letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  seems  well  calculated 
to  set  aside  the  objections  winch  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  in  the  Canadas  in  general,  or  to  your  own 
Conduct  in  particular,  and  leaves  no  Room  for  an  idea  being  entertained  of  the 
nature  of  that  which  you  have  suggested. 

I  am,  &c. 

Portland. 

Endorsed:— Dra’t.  To  Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe.  January,  1795.  No.  5. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JOHN  CRAIGIE,  ESQR.,  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  DORCHESTER,  DATED 
AT  QUEBEC  THE  8TH  JANUARY,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

There  appearing  from  Colonel  Simcoe’s  letter  to  your  Lordship,  dated  Kingston 
10th  December  1794,  still  to  exist  considerable  doubts  and  difficulties,  in  regard 
to  the  mode  to  be  followed  in  providing  the  Supplies  of  Flour  required  for  His 
Majesty’s  Troops  in  Upper  Canada  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  sentiments  on  this 
object  for  your  Lordship’s  consideration. 

The  mode  of  providing  the  supplies  proposed  in  the  Report  marked  D  en¬ 
closed  in  Colonel  Simcoe’s  letter,  appears  to  me,  to  be  liable  to  several  Objections. 
In  the  first  place,  It  would  render  the  Commissaries  at  the  several  Posts  the  Sub- 
Agents  to  Mr.  McGill,  which  is  incompatible  with  the  intentions  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  and,  in  my  Opinion  subversive  of  all  regularity  in  their  official  Conduct 
as  Commissaries. — In  the  next  place,  I  conceive  it  would  be  found  very  difficult 
to  put  in  practice,  the  mode  proposed  of  payment  by  transferrable  Certificates  pay- 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


257 


able  on  Air.  McGill’s  bills  of  exchange  on  Quebec,  at  his  place  of  residence  imposing 
on  the  Furnisher  at  those  places  of  delivery  where  he  is  not  resident,  the  necessity 
of  transacting  their  business  with  him  through  the  medium  of  a  correspondent  or 
Agent. 

In  the  third  place,  if  the  payments  for  these  supplies  are  to  come  from  the 
Army  Contingencies,  which  appears  to  be  an  alternative  at  least,  if  not  a  main 
feature  of  the  Plan;  I  should  apprehend  Your  Lordship  would  think  proper  that 
the  same  or  similar  regulations  and  controul  to  those  which  have  been  established 
for  all  other  Disbursements  in  this  Country  paid  from  that  source  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  this  branch  of  expence. 

I  am  decidedly  of  Opinion  that  no  better  plan  can  be  devised  for  providing 
the  supplies  of  such  provisions  as  can  be  furnished  in  Upper  Canada,  for  His 
Majesty’s  Troops,  with  Justice  to  Government,  and  to  the  industrious  Settler 
than  thro’  a  Special  and  Capable  Agent  charged  with  that  Object  and  totally 
unconnected  with  Trade,  or  Persons  in  Trade.  This  Mode,  however,  in  my 
opinion,  includes  the  necessity,  and  becomes  merely  partial  and  local,  if  Deputy 
Agents  capable  of  conducting  a  business  of  this  nature,  and  equally  unconnected 
with  Trade  as  the  Principal,  are  not  appointed  to  provide  the  supplies  at  the 
several  Posts  of  Receival. 

The  outlines  of  the  mode  according  to  which  I  should  conceive  the  supplies 
may  be  provided,  are  already  detailed  in  my  letter  to  General  Clarke  of  the  3rd 
of  September,  1793,  I  now  subjoin  a  Form  of  the  transferrable  Certificate,  that 
might  be  given  to  the  Furnisher  in  payment  on  the  delivery  being  made.  These 
Certificates  after  being  presented  at  the  Commissary  General’s  Office,  and  the 
quantities  of  provisions  therein  charged  against  the  receiving  Commissary,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Deputy  Paymaster  General  to  the  holder  (being  endorsed),  thereof  at 
Quebec. 

In  regard  to  mqj-e  minute  Receivals  and  Payments  of  quantities  less  than 
Ten  Barrels,  I  do  not  conceive  this  object  can  form  part  of  a  general  Plan,  nor  do 
I  perceive  its  necessity  when  Government  is  to  purchase  at  the  lowest  price;  An 
Arrangement  might  nevertheless  be  made  to  admit  thereof,  if  the  Utility  and  good 
consequences  to  the  poor  individual,  should  be  found  to  require  it. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  I  have  considered 
it  only  in  a  military  light,  and  on  the  presumption,  that  the  Expences  are  to  issue 
from  the  Army  Contingencies. 

If  the  Agent  is  to  act  under  Instructions  from  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  expences  are  to  be  provided  from  other 
Funds,  I  conceive  it  may  be  only  necessary  for  your  Lordship  to  direct  to  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  to  be  by  Him  communicated  to  his  Agent,  an 
account  of  such  Provisions  as  your  Lordship  may  judge  proper  to  have  lodged  in 
the  several  Depots  from  time  to  time  for  the  supply  of  the  Troops;  but  here  I  must 
beg  leave  to  renew  to  your  Lordship,  my  objections,  (for  the  reasons  stated  in  my 
letter  of  the  2d  October  last),  to  the  Commissaries  under  my  directions  acting  as 
Sub-Agents  to  Mr.  McGill,  or  having  any  other  transactions  with  him  or  any  other 
Agent,  than  merely  receiving  the  supplies  to  the  extent  directed  by  your  Lordship. 

According  to  my  opinion  the  establishment  of  any  extra  Magazines,  in  order 
to  provide  for  the  supply  of  the  Troops,  is  unnecessary. 

By  the  present  arrangement,  supplies  are  provided  in  the  course  of  one  sum¬ 
mer  up  to  the  1st  of  October  of  the  following  year,  by  which  means,  time  is  afforded 
to  provide  them  in  future  elsewhere;  if  the  Crop  in  Upper  Canada  should  fail; 
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It  may  however  be  requisite  that  timely  information  should  be  laid  before  Your 
Lordship,  in  regard  to  the  certainty  of  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  in  Upper 
Canada  for  the  Troops,  as  soon  as  the  crops  are  secured  every  year. — Should  there 
be,  or  appear  to  Colonel  Simcoe  to  be  any  insurmountable  objection  to  providing 
the  supplies  now  required  for  the  Troops  in  any  other  manner:  Recourse  must  then, 
I  doubt  not,  be  had  for  the  present,  to  the  former  mode  of  directing  the  Commis¬ 
saries  at  the  several  Posts  to  receive  with  the  sanction  of  the  Officers  Commanding, 
but  under  the  regulations  pointed  out  in  my  letter  of  the  3rd  September  1793,  above 
alluded  to,  the  Quantities  of  Flour  and  Pease  that  are  wanted.  This  mode  how¬ 
ever  being  in  a  certain  degree  prohibited  by  the  intentions  of  the  Treasury  Board, 
I  conceive,  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’ s  No.  20  of  the  17th  Feby  1795.  ( 2 )  In 

Lord  Dorchester’ s  No.  27  to  Colonel  Simcoe. 


FROM  JOSEPH  BRANT  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Grand  River,  January  14th,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  consequence  of  receiving  a  message  from  the  Lake  Indians,  I  now  send 
two  men  with  my  answer  to  them,  which  will  be  delivered  them  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
Ainse,  they  having  authorised  her  to  receive  any  message  from  us  in  their  absence. 

When  I  was  at  Detroit,  I  found  that  my  pipe  had  been  rather  neglected  and 
even  myself  and  party  were  treated  coolly,  the  reason  of  which,  I  suppose  was 
because  I  arrived  after  the  affair  with  General  Wayne,  at  which  I  should  have  been 
present  had  they  (the  nations)  agreeable  to  our  Ancient  Customs  informed  me  of 
his  approaches,  therefore  my  absence  was  owing  to  their  neglect  for  I  was  &  am 
always  ready  to  perform  my  promises  with  propriety,  their  former  successes 
made  them  vain,  perhaps  they  thought  our  assistance  unnecessary,  or  on  the  other 
hand  place  no  confidence  in  us,  they  now  see  their  error  in  its  true  light,  and  had 
their  eyes  been  opened  sooner,  they  would  have  been  in  all  probability  in  a  much 
better  situation  than  they  now  are,  at  least  we  would  have  been  better  United. 

The  purport  of  their  message  to  me,  is  to  renew  friendship  and  to  keep  up  an 
intercourse,  and  correspondence  with  one  another,  by  expresses  we  may  send  from 
time  to  time,  which  I  think  is  very  necessary  at  this  Critical  Period. 

These  two  men  who  will  deliver  this  letter  to  you  and  my  message  to  the  3 
Nations  may,  probably  go  further  than  Detroit,  if  they  find  our  friends  are  not 
too  much  scattered,  that  they  may  see  how  they  do  and  act,  I  think  we  have  no 
time  to  loose  in  endeavouring  to  make  our  sentiments  known  to  one  another,  and 
not  remain  idle,  but  endeavour  to  adopt  some  plan  or  mode  of  conduct,  for  our 
future  security. 

The  five  Nations  have  had  a  meeting  with  Col.  Pickering  at  Kanondaguae, 
near  the  Genosoe  river;  contrary  to  our  washes  at  the  Grand  River,  the  particulars 
have  not  yet  transpired;  A  Council  will  be  held  soon  at  Buffaloe  Creek  among  the 
5  Nations  only. 
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By  all  accounts  Pickering  was  very  violent,  abuses  the  English  scurrilously, 
what  makes  him  so  violent  in  my  opinion,  is  the  report  which  prevails  that  the 
French  are  driving  all  before  them. 

I  hope  you  will  assist  the  two  men  with  some  provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Col.  Alex.  McKee.  Jos.  Brant. 

Superintends  Indn.  Affairs, 

Detroit. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

Kingston  Jany  20th  1795. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  having  officially  reported  to  Lord  Dorchester 
the  names  of  the  several  officers  to  whom  he  had  transmitted  The  beating  orders 
for  the  raising  of  four  companies,  and  who  had  accordingly  proceeded  upon  this 
Service,  it  is  presumed,  that  these  reports  reached  his  Lordship  subsequently 
to  your  letter  to  me  of  ye  29th  Ultimo,  but  I  am  notwithstanding  desired,  agreeably 
to  your  request  to  inform  you  in  what  manner  these  beating  orders  are  disposed  of, 
by  annexing  the  names  of  the  officers  who  have  received  them,  and  such  of  their 
subalterns  as  are  recommended. 


1 

John  McDonnel . upon  Captains  half  pay  to  be  captain. 

Miles  McDonnell . to  be  Lieut,  to  Do — upon  Subalterns  half  pay. 

Angus  McDonnell . to  be  Ensign  to  do 

2 

Hazelton  Spencer . upon  Lieutenants  half  pay  to  be  Captain. 

James  Ferguson . to  be  Lieut,  to  Do. 

N.B.  No  Ensign  as  yet  recommended. 

3 

Peter  Drummond . upon  Captains  half  pay  to  be  Captain 

William  Fraser . late  Volunteer  34th  foot  to  be  Lieut. 

N.B.  No  Ensign  as  yet  recommended. 

4 

Hector  McLean . Lieutenant  late  84th  foot  to  be  Captain. 

William  Crawford . Ensign  late  Royal  Regiment  of  New  York  to  be  Lieut. 

to  Do. 


William  Johnson  to  be  Ensign  to  Do. 

It  is  supposed  some  of  these  officers  have  gone  to  Montreal  with  a  view  to 
compleat  so  soon  as  possible  their  Quota  of  forty  men  which  by  their  general 
Instructions  entitles  them  to  receive  their  respective  Commissions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

E.  B.  Littlehales,  M.B. 

F.  Le  Maistre  Esq., 

M.S. 

Endorsed — From  B.  M.  Littlehales — 20  Jan’y  1795 — received  28th.  sends  the 
names  of  the  Officers  to  whom  heating  orders  have  been  given. 
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FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 


Quebec,  21  January,  1795. 


No.  27. 


Sir, 

Not  enclosed. 
A 


Not  enclosed 
B. 


C. 

8th  Jany.  1795. 


I  have  ordered  the  early  supply  of  Provisions  for  the  Troops 
in  Upper  Canada  conformably  to  the  enclosed  Distribution,  and 
the  different  Commissaries  are  directed  to  receive  into  the  King’s 
Storehouses  the  quantities  of  flour  and  pease  mentioned  therein 
(from  Mr.  Davison’s  Agent  or,  in  case  of  failure  on  his  part), 
from  such  Agent  or  Agents  as  you  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint: 
the  Commissaries  will  grant  certificates  for  the  same  agreeably 
to  the  enclosed  Form,  that  should  it  be  expedient  to  pay  for  this 
Flour  out  of  the  Military  Chest,  the  same  may  be  regular  and 
uniform. 

The  Pork,  Rice  and  Butter  for  the  present  supply  will  be 
furnished  from  the  King’s  Stores  here,  and  on  being  informed 
of  the  quantity  of  Pork  Upper  Canada  may  be  able  to  furnish  of 
a  proper  quality  for  the  Troops,  so  much  will  be  deducted  from 
the  next  Supply;  but  it  is  of  importance  that  the  Goodness  of  the 
Quality  be  well  ascertained. 

The  inclosed  extract  of  the  Commissary  General’s  letter  to 
me  on  this  Subject  is  recommended  to  your  Consideration.1 

That  the  person  administering  the  Government  of  a  Province 
should  appoint  Agents  for  buying  up  the  Produce  of  the  Country 
for  the  King’s  Stores  is  very  apparent:  those  for  the  Requisitions 
and  subject  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  I 
hope  that  this  Principle  will  not  be  confined  to  Upper  Canada, 
but  extended  to  every  other  of  the  King’s  Provinces. 

I  am  &c. 

Dorchester. 


Colonel  Simcoe. 


Endorsed: — A.  ( 1 )  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’ s  No.  20  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
of  the  17th  Feby.  1795. 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

No.  28.  Quebec,  21  January,  1795. 

Sir, 

My  Orders  for  Colonel  McKee  repairing  to  Montreal,  as  soon  as  the  King’s 
Service  in  Upper  Canada  will  permit,  have  been  again  repeated;  and  he  is  further 
required  to  report  to  me  the  reasons  which  have  hitherto  delayed  his  coming  down. 

The  Caughnawaga  Indians  have  complained  that  their  x^ands  from  Point  du 
Baudet  to  Kingston,  have  not  been  paid  for;  this  Business,  with  much  more  be¬ 
longing  to  that  Department,  should  be  settled  without  delay  after  Colonel  McKee 
has  informed  himself  of  the  Merits  of  their  case,  and  nearly  of  the  rate  of  Goods 
expected  for  the  Lands  judged  advisable  to  purchase,  Measures  shall  be  taken  to 
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procure  a  sufficient  quantity  from  Pome,  for  I  do  not  approve  of  any  being  bought 
in  this  Country. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Superintendant  General  I  shall  employ  no  other  than 
the  Deputy  Superintendant  General,  nor  approve  of  any  other  being  employed  to 
purchase  Indian  Lands  on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 

A  Copy  of  the  additional  Instructions  to  the  Deputy  Superintendant  General, 
dated  26th  December,  1794,  is  inclosed  for  your  further  information. 

Should  your  occupations  prevent  you  from  attending  those  meetings  for  the 
purchase  of  Lands  in  Upper  Canada,  you  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  two  Persons 
to  be  present  on  the  Part  of  that  Government. 

I  have  heard  nothing  further  of  the  defalcation  of  Indian  Stores  at  Niagara, 
since  I  received  your  Letter  No.  7  of  the  15th  of  June,  nor  of  any  measures  taken 
to  bring  the  Offenders  to  Justice;  Colonel  McKee  will,  I  expect  inform  me  of  this 
also  on  his  Arrival,  I  have  forwarded  to  him  the  Blank  Deed  referred  to  in  my 
Letters  to  you  of  the  27th  January  and  the  22d  September  last,  I  am  &c. 

Dorchester. 

Colonel  Simcoe. 

Endorsed:  A  (1)  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’ s  No.  19  to  the  Duke  of  Portland— of 
the  17th  of  Feby.  1795. 


FROM  DR.  T.  MERVIN  NOOTH  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  21st  January,  1795. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  a  few  weeks  since  in  which  you  desired 
to  know  my  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  cause  of  that  sickness  which  generally 
prevails  in  new  Settlements.  From  my  own  observation,  Sir,  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  the  woods  in  general  are  by  no  means  unhealthy,  and  that  the  principal  cause 
of  ill  health  in  the  new  Settlements  formed  in  this  country,  where  there  are  no 
obvious  sources  of  bad  air  such  as  swamps,  &c.,  must  arise  from  the  great  quantity 
of  dead  and  decaying  vegetable  matter  which  everywhere  surrounds  them. 

It  appears  from  late  and  decisive  experiments  that  the  air  proceeding  from 
vegetables  in  a  perfect  state  of  health  is  the  most  pure  that  can  be  obtained,  and 
that  of  course  while  the  woods  remain  in  health  and  vigour  they  are  by  no  means 
injurious  to  the  health  of  man.  The  degree  of  health  indeed  which  the  Indians 
generally  enjoy  is  a  proof  of  this  doctrine,  and  in  confirmation  of  it  one  may  adduce 
the  robust  and  healthy  appearance  which  surveying  parties  have  after  a  long 
residence  in  the  woods.  Detachments  too  from  the  Army  that  are  from  the  nature 
of  the  service  obliged  to  live  some  weeks  or  months  in  an  itinerant  way  in  the 
woods  generally  return  in  high  health  and  spirits.  Many  facts  in  short  may  be 
adduced  of  this  nature,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail  them  as  we  now  have  both 
theory  and  practice  to  convince  us  that  the  woods  themselves  are  not  noxious  and 
that  the  cause  of  sickness  in  new  settlements  must  arise  from  circumstances  attend¬ 
ing  the  Settlement  itself. 

Before  any  permanent  establishment  can  be  made  in  the  woods  for  the  com¬ 
fort  and  convenience  of  man,  the  land  must  be  to  a  certain  degree  cleared  of  wood, 
and  this  can  only  be  effected  by  the  destruction  of  the  trees.  But  the  mode  of 
doing  this  is  different  among  different  settlers,  and  the  new  Settlements  may  be 
rendered  more  or  less  healthy  according  to  the  peculiar  plan  adopted.  In  all 
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cases  however  the  principal  object  is  to  kill  the  trees,  and  the  most  common  practice 
leaves  the  greater  part  of  them  to  decay  gradually.  Of  course  wherever  such  a 
plan  is  followed  the  air  of  the  new  Settlement  must  be  diminished  in  its  purity 
by  the  exhalations  from  the  surrounding  vegetables  in  a  dead  or  dying  state,  and 
as  this  circumstance  must  influence  the  health  of  the  settlers  by  cutting  off  the 
supply  of  pure  air,  and  by  substituting  in  its  place  an  air  of  an  impure  kind,  I 
may  venture  to  pronounce  it  the  principal  if  not  the  only  cause  of  the  un¬ 
healthy  condition  of  such  new  Settlements  as  are  judiciously  chosen  and  not  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  more  obvious  and  well-known  causes  of  disease. 

Allowing  then  that  these  suggestions  are  well  founded  it  will  naturally  occur 
that  the  most  effectual  means  of  preventing  sickness  in  such  situations  would 
be  the  total  destruction  of  those  vegetables  by  fire  which  it  may  be  thought  un¬ 
necessary  to  remove.  The  plan  therefore  that  cleans  the  land  most  effectually 
of  dead  and  decaying  vegetables  is  in  all  cases  to  be  preferred,  and  with  this  view 
I  would  recommend  the  removal  of  the  trees  together  with  the  roots,  and  the 
immediate  destruction  of  the  whole  by  burning  it  on  the  spot.  This  mode  may 
at  first  appear  both  expensive  and  tedious,  but  I  am  well  convinced  it  may  be  done 
with  more  facility  than  is  generally  imagined. 

With  the  assistance  of  ropes  and  pullies  properly  applied  almost  all  the  trees 
may  be  taken  up  by  the  roots  as  expeditiously  as  they  are  cut  off  by  the  axe. 
It  is  indeed  wonderful  with  what  ease  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec 
is  now  clearing  a  large  tract  of  land  in  that  manner.  Many  very  singular  ad¬ 
vantages  arise  from  this  plan.  The  ground  is  thereby  rendered  immediately  fit 
for  the  plough,  and  all  inconvenience  from  surrounding  dead  vegetables  is  effec¬ 
tually  obviated.  A  few  sailors  accustomed  to  the  use  of  blocks  and  (illegible) 
would  soon  set  a  plan  of  this  kind  on  foot  amongst  the  woodmen  in  showing  how 
they  may  take  advantage  of  the  mechanical  powers  in  eradicating  the  most  stub¬ 
born  and  tenacious  of  the  vegetable  tribe. 

Independent  of  the  salutary  effects  that  may  be  reasonably  expected  from 
this  plan,  many  other  important  advantages  will  attend  it.  The  land  will  be 
thus  rendered  immediately  in  a  high  degree  productive,  and  of  course  the  new 
settlers  more  speedily  supplied  with  provision  than  in  the  ordinary  way. 

•n  Should  your  sentiments,  Sir,  on  this  subject  coincide  with  mine,  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  the  length  of  this  letter.  It  was  my  wish  to  be  useful  that  made  me 
tedious.  j  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


His  Excellency  Major  General  Simcoe. 


T.  Mervin  Nooth. 


FROM  THE  REVEREND  EDMUND  BURKE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  letter  for  the  Potowatamis,  read  it  and  if  you  find  it 
proper  send  it  sealed  to  them,  let  your  messenger  interpret  it — if  you  think  it 
necessary  to  say  anything  else  to  them  let  me  know  immediately,  you  are  better 
acquainted  with  their  manners  than  I  can  be.  I  wish  your  messenger  could  pre- 
vail  on  them  to  send  me  five  of  their  chiefs.  I  should  bring  them  to  a  conference 
with  the  Wendats  &  Ottawas.  I  am,  &c. 

Detroit  Jan.  21,  1795.  Edmund  Burke. 

Colonel  McKee, 

Detroit. 
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FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  D.  W.  SMITH. 

Kingston,  January  22d,  1795. 

(Private) 

Dear  Smith/ 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  opportunity  to  escape  me  without  writing  a  few 
lines  to  you. 

We  leave  Kingston  tomorrow  for  New  Johnston  and  proceed  upon  an  ex¬ 
ploratory  expedition  with  all  your  Department,  Chewitt,  Aitkin  &  Grant,  &c. 
Mr.  Mayne  goes  to  Montreal  for  Mrs.  Simcoe  immediately. 

The  Governor  desires  to  be  remembered  to  yourself,  Colonel  Smith  &  Family, 
I  am  desired  to  say,  if  any  application  is  made  by  Major  Smith  of  the  Queens 
Rangers  to  you  for  a  surveyor  to  go  to  Tobacock,  &c.,  you  will  be  so  good  [as]  to 
comply  with  his  request. 

I  have  no  intelligence  worth  communicating;  sorry  am  I  to  observe,  the 
French  appear  to  be  every  where  successful;  our  Navy,  thank  God,  is  still  triumph¬ 
ant,  Lord  Howe  went  with  the  Grand  Fleet  into  Brest  Water,  but  effected  nothing 
of  consequence. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  for  your  Father  to  whom  and  Mrs.  Smith  I  beg  to  be 
remembered. 

With  great  regard  I  remain 
Dear  Smith 

very  sincerely  yours 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

P.S.  I  have  not  time  to  write  toPilkington.  will  you  request  of  him  to  let 
me  know  his  final  determination  relative  to  the  Mill  at  York,  all  the  particulars 
which  He  mentioned  to  me  in  conversation — 

Adieu,  compliments  to  every  body.  Major  Shank  is  to  forward  the  Gazette 
with  the  Promotions — 

Endorsed:— Major  Littlehales.  22  Jany,  1795— Smith’s  Land,  Etobicoke. 

(MSS  of  D.  W.  Smith,  Toronto  Public  Library,  Series  A,  Vol.  8) 


RATIFICATION  OF  TREATY  OF  PEACE  WITH  INDIANS. 

22nd  January,  1795. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  Greeting. 

WHEREAS  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  Friendship  between  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  the  Tribes  of  Indians  called  the  Six  Nations,  was  made  and  con¬ 
cluded  on  the  Eleventh  day  of  November  last,  by  Timothy  Pickering  the  Agent  of 
the  United  States  for  that  purpose  appointed,  on  the  one  Part,  and  the  Chiefs,  and 
Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  on  the  other  part,  which  Treaty  is  in  the  form  and 
Words  following. 

(Here  follows  the  Original  treaty  of  which  the  like  original  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations.) 

Now  Know  Ye,  that  I  having  seen,  and  considered  the  said  Treaty,  do  by, 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  Accept  Ratify, 
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and  Confirm  the  same,  and  every  Article  and  clause  thereof. — In  Testimony  whereof 
I  have  caused  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed  and  signed  the 
same  with  my  hand. 

Given  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  the  twenty  first  day  of  January,  in 
Seal  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred,  and  ninety  five, 
of  and  in  the  Nineteenth  year  of  the  Sovereignty,  and  Independence  of 
the  the  United  States. 

United  Geo.  Washington. 

States. 

By  the  President 
Edm.  Randolph. 

Department  of  State  of  the  to  wit. 

United  States  of  America. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  original  ratification, 
Seal  deposited  in  the  Office  of  the  Department  of  State, 
of  the  Given  under  my  hand,  and  seal  of  office  the  twenty  second  day  of 
Secre-  January,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  ninety  five. 
tary  Edm.  Randolph, 

f  Secretary  of  State. 

Office. 

Newark  31st  March, 
a  true  copy  of  the 
Original  Ratification 
John  Butler, 

Agt. 

Endorsed; — Ratification  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  friendship  concluded  at  KON 
on  Daigue  the  11th  day  of  November  1794,  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  United 
States,  signed  by  the  President  at  Philadelphia,  22nd  day  of  January,  1795. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

Upper  Canada,  Kingston. 
January  22nd,  1795. 

No.  16. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

In  addition  to  the  objects  stated  in  my  Letter,  No.  13,  I  have  reserved  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  great  importance  which  at  the  present  crisis  it  seems  eligible  should  be 
distinctly  submitted  to  Your  Grace’s  consideration. 

I  refer  to  the  propriety  of  establishing,  or  not,  some  positive  principle  or  rule 
for  the  due  application  of  any  Income  which  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  lands 
directed  to  be  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown;  agreeably  to  the  opinion  of 
His  Majesty’s  Ministers  as  contained  in  the  Extract  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas’s 
Letter  herewith  enclosed. 

There  is  perhaps  no  distinct  article  of  the  Provisions  made  in  support  of  the 
Establishment  of  the  British  Government  in  Upper  Canada  more  just  in  appear¬ 
ance,  and  that  I  trust  may  become  more  efficacious  in  the  result,  than  “that  the 
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extent  of  these  Reservations  should  not  be  less  than  what  has  been  directed  (by 
Act  of  Parliament),  to  be  allotted  for  the  Protestant  Clergy.” 

The  General  and  partial  Arrangement  of  such  Reservations;  The  securing 
them  from  undue  Encroachments ;  and  the  Application  of  them  to  public  purposes, 
are,  severally,  objects  of  much  difficulty,  and  that  require  great  Attention  and 
Management. 

The  establishment  of  the  British  Constitution  in  this  Province  may  be  con¬ 
templated  as  a  most  wise  and  necessary  measure,  in  a  variety  of  respects,  but  more 
especially,  as  offering  the  best  method  gradually  to  counteract,  and  ultimately  to 
destroy,  or  to  disarm,  the  spirit  of  democratic  subversion,  in  the  very  Country 
which  gave  it  existence  and  growth,  and  this  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  may  be 
effected,  by  exemplifying  a  better  practical  system  of  internal  Government,  than 
the  seperate  States  of  America  can  possibly  demonstrate;  and  setting  forth  the 
Superior  Advantages  which  an  Union  with  Great  Britain  presents  to  this  Province 
to  what  can  be  offered  to  the  Subjects  of  the  various  states  by  their  Confederation. 

I  beg  to  observe,  that  as  it  was  on  this  foundation  that  I  undertook  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  so  I  can  assure 
Your  Grace  that  in  no  one  instance  in  my  power  have  I  willingly  departed  from 
its  principles,  I  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  establish  the  form  as  well  as  the 
Spirit  of  the  British  Constitution  by  modelling  all  the  minutest  branches  of  the 
Executive  Government  after  a  similar  system,  and  by  aiming  as  far  as  possible  to 
turn  the  Views  of  His  Majesty’s  Subjects  from  any  attention  to  the  various  modes 
and  customs  of  the  several  Provinces  from  which  they  emigrated,  to  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  Great  Britain  Itself,  as  the  sole  and  primary  Object  of  general  and 
particular  Imitation. 

It  is  evident  that  in  the  due  course  of  events  an  Uniform  Adherence  to  this 
point,  just  support,  and  proper  Examples,  may  produce  the  most  important 
effects,  and  in  a  manner,  that  has  never  yet  been  experienced  in  Any  British 
Colony,  &  gradually  anglicize  this  internal  Empire — but  while  this  and  all  other 
Arrangements  must  be  progressive  in  their  Effects,  a  most  striking  and  immediate 
Superiority  is  given  to  the  British  Province  by  the  terms  on  which  His  Majesty, 
in  his  benevolence,  has  directed  the  Crown  Lands  to  be  granted,  forming  a  perfect 
Contrast  with  those  which  the  United  States  offer  to  their  settlers. 

This  very  circumstance  will,  I  hope,  impede  those  Settlements  from  whose 
vicinity,  as  I  have  elsewhere  particularly  observed  to  your 
in  No.  13.  Grace,  there  seems  a  well  founded  apprehension  of  danger  to 
(marked  No.  3.)  this  Province — but  the  obvious  and  inestimable  advantage 
which  the  Settlers  in  the  King’s  dominions  may  derive  over 
those  of  the  United  States,  is  that  their  present  exemption  from  taxation  will  be 
the  inheritance  of  their  Posterity,  (for  whose  welfare  the  American  Farmer  is 
peculiarly  provident) ;  and  that  this  immunity  will  arise  from  the  Provision  made 
in  the  reservation  of  the  Lands  of  the  Crown  for  the  support  of  Government. 

In  this  respect,  therefore,  My  Lord  Duke,  the  benevolence  and  wisdom  of 
his  Majesty’s  Government,  at  this  moment,  forms  a  Complete  Contrast,  with  the 
Avarice  and  Want  of  foresight  in  the  seperate  States,  or  the  Confederation  of  the 
Republick,  nor  is  it  possible,  that  any  ancient  Possession,  or  probable,  that  any 
future  acquisition  of  the  United  States,  shall  otherwise  be  regulated,  than  to 
become  the  subject  of  unconditional  sale,  to  the  Land  Jobbers  of  America  or 
Europe. 

The  oppression,  it  may  be  said,  the  impracticability  of  raising  taxes  in  a  Coun¬ 
try  so  internally  situated,  as  is  the  case  of  Upper  Canada,  may  be  fully  represented 
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to  your  Grace,  in  the  Speech  of  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  which  I  beg  to 
submit  to  you,  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  disturbances  at  Pittsburg,  it  is  copied 

from  a  Newspaper;  while  this  Speech  instructs  those  who  administer  the 
A.  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  what  it  is  proper  to  avoid,  it  corroborates  the 

Superior  Advantages  which  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  in  local  Circumstances 
not  very  different,  must  derive  from  a  more  provident  Attention  to  their  Happi¬ 
ness  and  future  Welfare. 

Under  similar  Impressions  at  the  close  of  the  first  Sessions  of  the  legislature  of 
this  Province,  I  adverted  to  the  Object  of  these  Reservations. 

I  not  only,  My  Lord  Duke,  had  in  Contemplation  the  permanent  Effects 
likely  to  flow  from  these  Reservations,  and  the  Strength  and  immediate  Animation, 
such  Appropriations  would  give  to  the  settling  of  his  Majesty’s  dominions,  but 
the  conviction  that  the  Reservations  could  never  be  effectually  guarded  and  pre¬ 
served  unless  the  Legislature  of  the  Country  and  the  People  at  large,  felt  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Advantages  to  be  deduced  from  them. 

This  Opinion  I  entertained  from  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  manners  of  those 
Individuals  who  settle  in  distant  Countries,  and  that  they  will  not  be  restrained 
from  occupation,  but  by  force;  and  from  General  Observation,  in  the  very  un¬ 
productive  Nature  of  the  Quit  Rents  in  America  which  although  in  the  infancy 
of  the  Rebellion  were  insidiously  stated  by  the  Congress,  as  soon  to  pour  immense 
Wealth  into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown,  It  has  never  been  thought  advisable  to  collect 
since  the  seperation. 

The  General  Arrangement  of  these  Reservations,  as  far  as  Grants  have  been 
made  under  the  present  Government,  has  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Dundas  in 
my  letter  No.  17,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  in  addition  to  those  Reserva¬ 
tions  and  independant  of  the  general  Principles;  specific  Appropriations  for  such 
purposes  as  I  am  now  carrying  into  effect;  such  as  to  remunerate  the  expenses  of 
opening  the  Military  Roads  by  the  Soldiers,  building  Inns  or  Posts  necessary  for 
Communication,  and  the  erection  of  a  Wharf  at  York — such  reserves,  I  hope,  will 
by  sale,  reimburse  the  Original  expence,  and  if  from  Circumstances,  the  sale 
should  be  deferred,  the  interest  accumulating  on  its  Expences. 

But  upon  the  general  view  of  these  Reservations,  I  am  of  Opinion  that  they 
should  not  be  sold,  but  leas’d  for  as  short  a  term  as  may  be  reasonable,  at  an 
annual  Rent. 

Having  offered  these  Observations  to  your  Grace’s  notice,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  you,  whether  at  this  period,  so  critical  and  important  in  respect  to  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada,  It  may  not  be  for  the  King’s  Interest,  that,  at  the 
ensuing  Meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly,  (the  last  Session  under 
the  Act  of  Parliament)  I  should  communicate  to  the  Houses  his  Majesty’s  gracious 
Intentions  in  making  such  Reservations;  and  that  in  such  formal  terms  as  may  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  hereafter,  any  absolute  Grants  of  these  lands  being  made  to 
Individuals,  or  being  perverted  from  their  original  intention  and  permanent 
Appropriation  ? 

If  the  particular  Circumstances  of  this  Province  shall  render  such  a  measure 
advisable  in  your  Grace’s  Judgment,  I  beg  permission  to  observe,  that  I  suppose 
it  might  be  carried  into  execution  by  a  Gracious  Message  of  His  Majesty’s  ex¬ 
pressing  his  Royal  desire  and  benevolence;  &  upon  such  a  Message,  it  might  lx? 
proper  to  ground  a  summary  mode  of  proceeding  under  the  Authority  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  against  those  who  should  infringe  upon  such  Reserves,  a  very  necessary 
object,  and  which  might  be  equally  extended  for  the  Security  &  preservation  of 
the  Lands  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Protestant  Clergy. 
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It  might  not  be  improper,  in  the  Royal  Message,  to  stipulate  and  define  the 
Purposes  to  which  the  reservations  as  they  shall  become  productive,  may  in  regular 
progression  be  applied,  such  as  the  Civil  Government ,  the  Marine,  the  Fortresses, 
the  Troops  of  the  Crown,  and  such  Objects  as  may  be  considered  for  the  General 
Advantage  and  protection  of  the  Empire,  leaving  the  Provisions  for  the  internal 
Government  of  the  Counties  or  districts  to  be  furnished  from  other  resources. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  your  Grace,  that  having  received  from 
the  Bishop  of  Quebec  a  Copy  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas  of  the  15th  September, 
1794,  I  shall  shortly  through  his  Lordship  offer  my  sentiments  on  the  Subjects 
therein  stated ;  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  Consequence. 

It  is  proper  also  that  I  should  notice  to  your  Grace  that  in  the  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  by  which  this  Province  was  constituted  and  which  has  been  justly  considered 
as  its  Magna  Charta,  the  forty  sixth  Clause  Confirms  his  Majesty’s  Right  in 
Parliament  to  enact  such  laws  and  exercise  such  power  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
regulation  of  Commerce  and  the  general  Benefit  of  the  British  Empire  therein; 
the  next  Clause,  the  forty  seventh,  clearly  intimates,  “that  the  Net  Produce  of 
such  Duties  as  may  be  collected  in  future  shall  be  applied  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Province.” 

It  has  been  suggested  in  the  House  of  Assembly  that  this  Clause  gives  the 
legislature  a  retrospective  claim  as  far  as  the  present  Duties  may  be  Concerned, 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  their  application — Means  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
any  formal  motion  in  this  respect  till  such  time  as  I  am  informed  of  the  Opinions 
of  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  on  the  Subject  but  as  it  is  evident  that  a  very  considerable 
Part  of  the  Duties  now  raised  are  from  Articles  consumed  in  the  Indian  Trade 
within  this  Province  and  by  its  Inhabitants,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
trade  for  Rum  may  be  extended  from  thence  to  the  Subjects  of  the  United  States; 
and  more  particularly  as  Mr.  Dundas  has  stated  in  his  letter,  No.  2,  September 
16th,  1791,  to  Lord  Dorchester,  the  disposition  of  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  such  duties  whensoever  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  shall  establish 
an  equivalent  for  them;  It  seems  therefore  to  be  just  that  the  Amount  of  such 
duties  should  be  duly  laid  before  the  legislature  of  the  Province  that  when  cir¬ 
cumstances  shall  render  it  expedient  adequate  means  may  be  adopted  for  their 
repeal. 

It  is  scarcely  possible,  My  Lord  Duke,  that  a  Commutation  of  these  duties 
will  take  place  for  many  years;  But,  as  it  seems,  their  Annual  Account  may  be 
readily  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly  and  legislative  Council,  and  by  so  doing 
some  dissatisfaction  might  be  prevented,  without  any  detriment  to  the  King’s 
Service,  It  is  therefore,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  this  statement  to  your 
Grace — If  it  appears  in  any  view  objectionable,  I  have  little  doubt  but  I  shall  be 
able,  at  present,  to  prevent  this  question  from  being  agitated. 

Your  Grace  will  also  have  the  Goodness  to  consider  on  the  43  and  44  Sect,  of 
the  Act  alluded  to,  so  far  as  the  latter  clause  expressly  stipulates  the  grant  of  all 
lands  “in  free  and  Common  Soccage”  to  such  persons  who  held  Certificates  of 
occupation,  and  whether  as  I  have  intimated  to  your  Grace  if  by  the  Nature  of 
such  Grants,  all  Mines,  Gold  and  Silver  excepted,  become  the  property  of  the 
person  holding  the  Grant,  it  may  not  be  advisable  that  the  instructions  which  pro¬ 
hibit  the  granting  of  Lands  without  the  reserves  of  mines  and  timber  and  on  which 
my  Proclamation  of  the  7th  of  February,  1792,  was  founded  may  not  be  done  away. 

As  I  do  not  perceive  any  injury  which  will  accrue  to  the  Crown  or  the  Public 
by  the  annulling  of  these  restrictions,  It  seems  to  be  proper  on  all  accounts  that 
the  future  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  should  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  in 
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their  tenures  as  the  Original  Settlers;  in  particular  as  the  latter  enjoy  a  very 
peculiar  Advantage  which  may  justly  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  primogeniture  in 
the  not  having  their  lands  seperated  and  divided  by  those  intervening  Reservations, 
which  are  to  take  place  in  the  New  Grants. 

Having  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  to  your  Grace  the  Speech  marked 
A  as  applicable  to  the  Subject  now  before  me,  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 
observing  that  It  substantiates  in  a  very  eminent  degree  the  necessity  as  well  as 
the  propriety  of  the  happy  application  of  the  Provisions  wanted  for  the  victualling 
of  the  King’s  forces,  to  the  encouragement  of  the  Agriculture  of  this  Province — 
the  same  extension  in  the  purchase  of  Stores  for  its  naval  Armaments,  will  I  trust 
in  a  very  short  period  lay  the  foundation  for  the  rapid  Growth  of  Hemp  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  Canvass,  and  in  the  present  Crisis  of  European  Affairs,  I  am  happy  to 
believe  that  nothing  but  reasonable  support  and  systematic  Arrangement  will 
prevent  a  successful  termination  of  the  great  experiment,  whether  the  enjoyment 
of  the  principles  and  forms  of  the  British  Constitution  internally,  and  a  common 
interest  and  union  externally,  may  not  attach  for  Ages  This  Commanding  Province 
to  the  side  of  Great  Britain. 

At  least  admitting  the  apprehensions  of  the  Lukewarm  and  desponding  to 
govern  the  Subject,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  an  internal  and  compact  Govern¬ 
ment  may  be  built  up,  which  in  its  interests  and  Commerce,  would  be  more  united, 
with  the  States  of  Europe  than  those  of  the  Atlantick  Shores  of  America. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

His  Grace  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Duke  of  Portland, 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  22d  Jany,  1795.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  1st  May. 
Ansd.  No.  16.  ( Two  Inclosures ) 


EXTRACT  FROM  A  NEWSPAPER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  is  an  accurate  Statement  of  the  Observations  made  by  Mr. 
White  on  the  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  to  bring  in  a  Bill  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compleat  the  Quota 
of  Militia  required  from  that  State  by  accepting  voluntary  enrolments  and  to 
provide  bounties  for  such  Volunteers. 

“Mr.  Speaker, 

As  we  are  convened  by  the  Governor  on  account  of  the  disturbances1  in  the 
Western  Country,  I  conceive  it  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  Members  of  this 
House  to  hear  the  several  Causes  and  circumstances  of  these  disturbances  stated 
to  them,  and  as  the  resolution  now  under  Consideration  contemplates  an  awful 
appeal  to  Arms  for  their  Suppression,  I  hope  I  shall  be  indulged  so  far  as  to  be 
permitted  to  make  the  statement  I  have  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  have  risen  from  my  seat  in  order  to  state  to  this  house  the  reasons  which 
have  excited  that  part  of  my  Constituents  who  are  citizens  of  the  Western  Counties 


l  Known  in  U.  S.  history  as  the  Whiskey  Rebellion . 
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of  this  Commonwealth,  to  oppose  such  part  of  the  Revenue  Laws  of  the  United 
States  as  demand  a  duty  on  spirituous  liquors  of  their  own  manufacture,  and  for 
their  own  consumption — The  reasons  are  various,  but  as  many  of  them  as  I  am 
able,  I  shall  communicate  in  as  few  words  as  my  abilities  will  admit  of.  In  the 
first  place  then,  we  lived  in  a  new  Country,  and  many  of  the  necessaries  of  Life 
could  not  be  had  nearer  than  the  trading  towns  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Mountains 
which  great  distance  of  land  carriage  made  it  impracticable  for  us  to  procure  them 
with  the  produce  of  our  Farms;  Therefore  to  these  places  we  were  compelled  to 
send  our  money,  which  greatly  diminished  our  stock  in  hand.  The  Land  Office 
was  another  Channel  through  which  our  money  was  conveyed  into  the  Treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  from  thence  very  little  was  returned  to  us  again,  so 
that  We  were  left  bare  of  Cash  and  the  greatest  number  of  us  who  had  not  land, 
were  unable  to  buy,  and  were  prevented  from  Settling  North  West  of  the  Rivers 
Ohio  and  Alleghany  by  laws  that  provided  against  any  man  holding  Land  there 
by  improvement,  and  the  Men  who  attempted  to  build  and  improve,  were  driven 
off  by  armed  Men  and  their  houses  burned  with  fire,  the  People  thus  prevented 
from  taking  up  lands,  were  anxious  to  enter  into  some  kind  of  business  to  procure 
money,  or  other  property,  wherewith  to  buy,  and  as  Whiskey,  &c.,  were  more 
portable  than  any  other  produce  of  our  Country,  many  of  the  People  entered  into 
that  branch  of  business,  so  that  it  became  general,  that  when  anything  was  sold 
it  was  stipulated  that  the  payment  should  be  made  in  Whiskey: — thus  for  want  of 
money,  whiskey  became  the  circulating  currency  of  that  Country  and  many  of  the 
manufacturers  thereof,  amused  from  their  intentions  of  settling  over  the  Rivers 
Ohio  and  Alleghany,  thus  the  population  was  prevented  and  a  very  spacious  and 
valuable  tract  of  Country  left  uninhabited  through  which  the  hostile  Indians  made 
frequently  depredations  on  the  Frontiers  and  we  were  Compelled  to  defend  them, 
without  receiving  an  adequate  Compensation  for  our  Services,  which  when  we 
failed  to  perform,  a  fine  was  extracted  which  generally  amounted  to  more  than  a 
sixfold  tax — a  Draught  was  lately  made  out  of  each  Company  of  the  Militia,  and 
orders  given  them  to  arm  and  equip  themselves  fit  for  military  operations,  and 
be  ready  to  march  at  a  minute’s  warning — Our  Citizens  found  that  they  were 
liable  to  be  ordered  into  Public  Service  for  three  months  at  a  time,  without  re¬ 
ceiving  one  third  part  of  the  value  of  their  Services  and  at  the  Caprice  of  their 
Officers,  to  act  as  well  on  the  offensive  as  the  defensive  or  to  be  stationed  at  places 
where  they  could  be  of  no  Service,  at  which  the  people  were  fretted  and  soured  in 
their  minds;  and  at  that  critical  moment  the  Marshall  of  the  district  came  with 
precepts  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  Excise,  with  its  arrears,  which  was  out  of 
the  power  of  the  Persons  concerned  to  pay,  and  summoned  them  to  appear  at  the 
next  federal  Court,  where  they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  trial  by  a  Jury  of 
their  own  County.  The  People  then  began  to  converse  one  with  another,  and  to 
murmur  against  the  general  Government,  saying,  was  not  this  one  of  the  reasons 
that  Congress  have  given  for  rejecting  the  King’s  Government,  namely,  the  trans¬ 
porting  us  beyond  the  Seas  to  be  tried  at  this  Court  for  pretended  Offences,  now, 
the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States  have  summoned  us  over  the  Mountains  to  be 
tried  at  the  Federal  Court — Another  reason  they  have  assigned  was  that  the  King 
had  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  land  North  West  of  the  Rivers 
Ohio  and  Alleghany,  by  not  suffering  us  first  to  seat  ourselves  thereon,  and  hold 
them  by  improvement  till  we  could  get  money  to  take  out  Office  rights  for  them; 
These  are  privileges  we  did  enjoy  in  settling  lands  south  east  of  the  Rivers  Ohio 
and  Alleghany,  as  well  under  the  Commonwealth  as  the  proprietors  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania — Although  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  laid  a  duty  on  spirituous 
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liquors  of  our  own  manufacture  not  excepting  that  for  our  own  Consumption,  it 
does  not  therefore  follow  that  such  a  law  was  necessary,  and  although  it  was  con¬ 
stitutional,  we  conceive  it  was  a  wanton  exercise  of  their  Constitutional  powers, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  a  violation  of  the  rights,  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people  of 
the  Union;  for  if  one  article  of  our  own  manufacture  may  be  considered  as  an 
Article  for  revenue,  another  may  be  considered  in  the  same  predicament,  and  the 
rule  will  hold  Good  should  Congress  see  proper  to  increase  the  number  of  Articles 
for  revenue,  till  a  duty  is  laid  on  our  Cyder,  beer,  Grain,  cattle,  horses,  windows, 
hearths,  spinning  wheels,  &c.,  which  would  subject  us  to  every  oppression  that 
England,  Ireland  and  other  European  Countries  are  compelled  to  suffer.  And 
if  it  is  our  duty  to  be  contented  in  that  situation,  we  may  then  say;  Welcome 
bondage,  welcome  slavery,  under  the  galling  yoke  of  tyrants,  farewell  happiness, 
farewell  freedom  and  felicity;  we  must  now  take  our  last  long  look  of  liberty. 
Was  it  for  this  that  we  rejected  the  King  of  Great  Britain;  were  the  sons  of  America 
inspired  with  noble  minds,  and  were  they  in  the  right  when  they  refused  to  pay  a 
duty  on  the  tea,  and  carried  their  resentment  so  high  that  they  Consumed  it  with 
fire,  far  be  it  from  us  to  say,  that  Congress  shall  not  do  this,  we  know  that  there 
must  be  a  revenue  to  support  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  think  it 
right  that  it  should  be  raised  not  only  on  the  tea,  but  upon  every  other  foreign 
manufacture,  and  whenever  these  shall  be  found  insufficient,  that  an  equitable 
tax  on  our  lands,  &c.,  shall  supply  the  deficiency. 

“But  will  not  any  candid  statesman  who  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  amount 
of  revenue  which  may  be  raised  on  articles  imported,  without  any  other  recourse 
whatsoever,  say  that  was  no  more  given  to  the  public  Officers  and  Servants  of 
Government  than  an  equitable  Compensation  for  their  Services,  it  would  be  fully 
sufficient  in  time  of  Peace  to  support  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
far  more  would  be  used  were  they  as  sparing  in  the  Wages  of  Congress  and  other 
officers  of  Government  as  they  are  penurious  in  allowing  Wages  to  those  Worthy 
Citizens  who  are  devoted  to  move  forth  into  the  field  of  Battle  to  ward  off  the  blow 
directed  at  the  life  of  the  defenceless  citizen — Shall  these  brave  heroes  and  guardians 
of  our  lives  at  the  risque  of  their  own  be  thus  slighted  or  poorly  compensated  for 
their  Services,  with  three  dollars  per  month,  and  Six  dollars  a  day  be  lavished  on  a 
Congressman,  three  upon  an  Assemblyman,  two  thousand  pounds  a  year  on  a 
Governor,  upon  three  Officers  in  the  land  Office  department  500  pounds  per  annum 
each  and  upon  the  Comptroller  General,  Register  General  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  five  hundred  pounds  each  per  annum;  shall  £1000  a  year  be  paid 
to  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  600  pounds  each  to  his  associates,  and  five 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  to  each  of  the  district  Judges — Is  it  right  that  such 
sums  of  money  as  those  should  be  paid  to  Individuals  for  their  Services  when  the 
very  staff  of  his  life  is  snatched  from  the  indigent  Citizen,  the  Widow  and  the 
fatherless  Orphan,  even  the  bread  on  which  they  should  feed,  and  the  Cows  that 
should  give  them  milk,  to  sell  and  procure  them  those  large  sums  of  money — and 
yet  these  are  not  so  extravagant  as  the  prices  paid  to  the  Officers  of  the  United 
States,  a  part  of  which  we  shall  now  enumerate,  viz.  To  the  President  of  the 
United  States  25,000  dollars  per  annum,  to  the  vice  President  5,000,  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  3,500,  to  the  Treasurer  2,400,  to  the  Auditor,  1,900,  Register 
1,750,  Secretary  at  War  3,000,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  4,000,  and  to  each  of 
the  associate  Judges  3,500  dollars  per  annum.” 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed: — A.  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe's  No.  16  To  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  the 
22d  Jany,  1795. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  17.  Upper  Canada,  Kingston. 

January  23rd,  1795. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

It  seems  necessary  in  the  State  of  Affairs  that  I  should  offer  to  your  recollec¬ 
tion  what  steps  may  be  proper  to  be  taken  in  respect  to  the  Shipping  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants  upon  the  Lakes  in  case  of  the  Barrier  Forts  being  ceded  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  of  great  importance  to  prevent  these  vessels  being 
sold  to  the  Subjects  of  the  States;  and  if  such  shall  be  the  opinions  of  the  King’s 
Ministers  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  favored  with  your  Grace’s  early  instructions,  by 
what  means  such  an  event  may  be  most  effectually  accomplished,  The  object 
contains  many  difficulties,  but  the  preservation  of  these  Vessels  in  the  hands  of  the 
King’s  Subjects  are  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  naval  Superiority  on  the 
Lakes.  The  Merchants  of  the  United  States  can  by  no  means  at  first  enter  into 
a  competition  with  the  British  Merchants;  but  it  is  apprehended  that  the  same 
mode  may  be  carried  into  effect  to  support  their  commerce  which  originally  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  existence  of  that  now  enjoyed  by  British  Subjects,  namely,  the 
Vessels  of  the  Government  of  the  States  being  permitted  to  carry  the  goods  of  the 
Merchants;  and  this  idea  strikes  me  the  more  forcibly,  as  wherever  may  be  the 
Garrisons  of  the  United  States,  They  will  be  more  cheaply  furnished  with  Provisions, 
and  (possibly  from  the  circumstance  of  ostentatious  display  of  force  if  not  of  con¬ 
venience),  be  more  speedily  relieved  by  the  means  of  shipping  passing  through  the 
Lakes  than  by  Land.  In  either  view  the  building  of  such  vessels  must  be  difficult 
and  expensive;  this  difficulty  and  expence  it  is  obviously  our  interest  to  throw  on 
the  foreign  trader  and  Government. 

It  will  scarcely,  I  presume,  be  thought  more  provident,  to  allow  of  purchases 
to  a  limited  extent  being  made  of  our  shipping,  in  order  to  prevent  the  immediate 
construction  of  naval  Arsenals. 

I  beg  to  enclose  an  Extract  from  the  Act  of  Navigation  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec  containing  the  sale  authority  under  w'hich  I  could  interfere  to  prevent 
for  a  short  space  the  sale  of  the  Shipping. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  legislature  of  this  Country,  without  any  difficulty, 
would  concur  in  any  further  measures,  which  might  be  necessary  and  which  would 
strengthen  the  Hands  of  Government  in  this  particular. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  consideration  whether  Government  should  not  be  vested 
with  power  optionally  to  purchase  the  shipping  upon  certain  equitable  conditions. 

I  understand  some  of  the  shipping  on  Lake  Erie  will  most  certainly  be  offered 
for  sale — It  is  to  be  regretted  from  the  little  encouragement,  (before  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Government  of  this  Province),  afforded  to  the  enterprizing  spirit  of 
the  Merchants  therein,  that  some  of  them  with  real  Capitals  withdrew  to  the 
United  States;  among  others,  Mr.  Macomb,  late  of  Detroit,  is  settled  at  New 
York,  and  in  all  probability  will  convert  his  knowledge  of  this  Country  to  the 
Commercial  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears  proper  that  part  of  the  Shipping  on  Lake  Erie  should  be  transferr’d 
to  Lake  Huron,  and  any  participation  of  the  Navigation  of  the  Lakes  with  a  foreign 
Power,  in  my  judgment  more  eminently  confirms  the  propriety  that  the  King’s 
Shipping  on  this  Lake  should  become  strictly  provincial,  and  as  such  pass  under 
the  flag  of  the  Province. 

President  Washington,  in  his  speech  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  having 
again  adverted  to  a  very  important  object,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Grace  to  my 
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Opinion  on  this  Subject  transmitted  to  Mr.  Dundas  in  my  letter,  dated  March 
2d,  1794 — and  which  I  state  as  the  second  circumstance  which  led  to  that  Dispatch. 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Hammond  in  which  He  intimates  that 
he  shall  send  my  letter  to  him  in  answer  to  Mr.  Randolph’s  insinuations,  to  that 
Gentleman,  leaving  out  only  the  paragraph  “to  which  in  all  probability  Mr.  Wayne 
owed  his  safety,”  and  the  epithet  “unwarrantable”  in  the  latter  part  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Hammond  has  also  transmitted  to  me  the  President’s  Speech  and  the 
Credentials  and  ceremonial  of  the  Ambassador  of  the  United  States’  reception  at 
the  National  Convention — The  conduct  and  opinions  herein  given  do  not  in  the 
least  surprize  me,  but  I  trust  they  will  the  more  strongly  impress  on  your  Grace 
and  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  the  Propriety  of  strongly  and  vigorously  supporting 
the  establishment  of  this  Province.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

His  Grace  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Duke  of  Portland 
One  of  His  Majesty’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  23rd  Jany,  1795.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe,  R.  1st  May. 
Ansd.No.17.  {One  Inclosure) 

THE  INFORMATION  OF  PAUL  ST.  BERNARD,  AN  ENGAGE  OF  MR. 
ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  NATIVE  OF  DETROIT. 

Detroit,  Jan.  24th,  1795. 

Paul  St.  Bernard  says  he  left  Detroit  about  the  15th  of  last  November  as 
Engage  to  Mr.  Antoine  Lasselle  with  thirty  horses  laden  with  Indian  goods  to 
winter  at  St.  Joseph;  that  they  met  a  band  of  Indians  at  the  Village  de  Packets, 
who  desired  to  know  where  they  were  going;  that  Mr.  Antoine  Lasselle  told  them 
they  were  on  their  route  to  the  Cour  de  Cerf,  and  from  thence  to  winter  at  St. 
Joseph. 

The  Indians  pressed  them  very  much  to  go  with  them  to  Fort  Wayne,  and 
said  that  he  (Lasselle)  had  promised  to  go  with  them  to  the  Americans,  upon 
which  Lasselle  produced  a  Speech  from  General  Wayne  to  the  Indians,  inviting 
them  to  make  peace,  which  was  interpreted  by  Baptiste  Sans  Crainte.  The 
Informant  says:  “the  Indians  held  a  council  that  evening,  and  set  out  next  morning 
for  Fort  Wayne  accompanied  by  Antoine  Lasselle,  Hyacinth  Lasselle,  Francois 
Lasselle,  Baptiste  Sans  Craint6,  Papin  and  some  others,  that  there  was  a  firing 
of  cannon  and  small  arms  at  Fort  Wayne  as  a  rejoicing  on  account  of  their  arrival.  ” 
He  further  says  that  the  day  he  left  Fort  Wayne  (the  31st  Dec.)  Antoine  Lasselle, 
Papin,  and  Sans  Craintb  were  to  set  out  for  Fort  Greenville  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  Council  with  Gen.  Wayne. 

The  Little  Turtle,  a  Chief  of  the  Miamis  Indians,  and  the  Five  Medals,  a 
Pottawattamie  Chief,  had  promised  to  follow  them ;  that  the  Garrison  was  employed 
in  cutting  wood  to  build  boats,  &c.,  and  that  Colonel  Hamtramck,  who  commanded 
at  Fort  Wayne  desired  the  Informant  to  tell  his  friends  in  the  Settlement  of  Detroit, 
that  he  expected  to  be  reinforced  early  in  the  Spring,  and  to  march  against  Detroit. 
The  above  information  was 
delivered  in  my  presence. 

Richard  England, 

Lieut.  Col.  Commanding. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  JOHN  KING. 

Upper  Canada. 

Jany.  25th,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Copy  of  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  letter 
of  the  5th  of  September. 

As  it  is  understood  that  a  Vessel  was  lost  in  which  some  of  my  dispatches  were 
included,  I  enclose  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  a  Duplicate  of  my  Letter  No.  7  which 
I  have  some  reason  to  think  might  be  therein,  &  also  a  part  of  those  requisitions 
which  I  made  to  you  for  stationary,  &  that  in  my  present  residence  were  attainable 
in  duplicate. 

I  presume  that  Government  from  Papers  of  the  United  States,  has  information 
of  the  Society  formed  to  encourage  Emigration  from  Scotland,  &  is  not  inattentive 
to  the  mischievous  Effects,  that  in  the  present  Crisis,  a  Communication  between 
that  part  of  the  British  Dominions  with  the  United  States,  thro’  the  medium  of 
France,  is  calculated,  &  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  meant  to  produce. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

May  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  have  the  enclosed  Letters  put  in  the  Bag. 

Endorsed: — Upper  Canada.  Jany  25th,  1795.  Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R. 
April  17th.  J.  King. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Upper  Canada, 

New  Johnstown,  Jany.  25th,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honoured  with  Your  Excellency’s  dispatch  by  Mr.  Cozens,  since 
which  I  have  obtained  a  newspaper  from  the  United  States,  containing  the  corres¬ 
pondence  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Secty.  Randolph,  relative  to  my  letter  of  the 
28th  October  to  Your  Excellency,  and  including  that  letter  with  the  omission  of 
one  or  two  passages. 

I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to  Your  Excellency  for  the  mode  in  which  my 
vindication  of  my  Conduct  has  been  made  public  and  which  appeared  to  me  to  be 
necessary  for  facilitating  the  King’s  Service  in  North  America,  and  it  is  with 
particular  satisfaction  that  I  take  notice  of  Your  Excellency’s  kindness  in  omitting 
such  passages  as  appear  to  you  to  be  unnecessary  or  that  might  produce  an  effect 
contrary  to  the  principles  which  govern  my  intentions. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  expatiate  on  Mr.  Randolph’s  Answer.  Your  Ex¬ 
cellency  is  already  in  possession  of  the  reasons  why  I  advert  to  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  as  the  only  authentic  declaration  of  the  Independency  of  the  Indians 
within  the  Comity  of  European  Nations,  or  rather  migratory  therein,  and  my  wish 
for  some  positive  definition  thereon. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  Your  Excellency’s  enclosure  to  me  with  the  Speech 
of  the  President  to  the  Congress  and  of  the  Introduction  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
French  Convention.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

His  Excellency,  J-  G.  Simcoe. 

G.  Hammond,  Esq. 

&c.,  &c.,  «fec. 
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FROM  SALLY  AINSE  TO  THE  OTTAWA  CHIEF  AGUISHUA. 

Detroit,  26th  January  1795. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  enclosing  to  you  a  Belt  &  a  String  of  Wampum,  ac¬ 
companied  by  two  Speeches  from  your  Dear  Brother  Capt.  Brant  which  he  has 
sent  to  you  &  the  rest  of  your  Brothers  of  the  three  Nations,  he  hopes  you  will 
execute  the  trust  he  reposes  in  you,  with  Sincerity,  &  put  your  Brothers  in  mind 
of  the  Speech  they  signed  &  sent  to  him  for  which  these  are  his  answers. 

He  has  no  doubt  but  you  will  continue  steadfast,  in  your  friendship  to  him,  & 
his  five  Nations.  I  beg  you  not  to  be  biased  by  any  set  of  Stragglers  but  remain 
as  you  always  have  been,  a  good  Soldier  to  your  Father  the  King,  &  a  loving  & 
affectionate  Brother  to  your  Friends  of  the  five  Nations. 

I  am,  Dr.  Aguishua, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Sally  Ainse.1 

Endorsed; — To  Aguishua,  Senior  Indian  Chief,  River  aux  Raisins.  6  Nations’ 
Speeches  to  the  Ottawas  by  Sally  Ainse. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  January  27th,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  herewith  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  message  sent  by  General  Wayne 
to  the  War  Chiefs  at  Sandusky  with  the  information  of  a  Canadian  Engage,  who 
with  several  others  attended  Mr.  Antoine  Lassell  to  the  Indian  Country  this  Winter, 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  McDougall  a  Merchant  here,  with  some  interesting 
intelligence  at  the  end  of  it,  which  alone  occasions  my  sending  it  to  you  as  the  ap¬ 
prehensions  he  mentions  in  the  first  part  of  it  are  of  course  ill  founded  and  improper. 
He  with  several  others  went  in  the  Fall  to  Sandusky  where  in  defiance  of  Your 
Excellency’s  proclamation  issued  here  last  October  they  carried  merchandise  and 
a  quantity  of  rum  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 

Lord  Dorchester’s  letter  to  General  Wayne  accompanied  his  Message  to  the 
Indians,  but  as  no  doubt  you  have  already  seen  it,  I  do  not  now  send  it  to  you. 

These  Articles  of  Intelligence  reached  me  since  Colonel  McKee  left  this  for 
Swan  Creek,  where  he  went  a  few  days  ago  in  consequence  of  reports  having  ar¬ 
rived  from  all  quarters  of  the  Indians  proposing  to  make  Peace  immediately  with 
the  Americans,  and  which  from  a  variety  of  circumstances  there  is  much  reason  to 
credit.  He  will  collect  all  the  intelligence  he  can  on  that  subject,  and  communicate 
it  to  you  by  the  annual  Express  that  leaves  this  the  3rd  of  next  month;  in  the  mean 
time  I  avail  myself  of  the  return  of  some  Indians  sent  here  lately  from  Niagara, 
and  request  of  Lieutenant  Smith  to  forward  my  letters  immediately  to  Your 
Excellency. 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  the  31st  of  last  month,  when  I  sent  Your 
Excellency  such  explanations  of  the  accounts  objected  to  at  Quebec  as  then  oc- 

1  Sarah  or  Sally  Ainse  was  probably  the  widow  of  Joseph  Louis  Ainse,  for  some  time  an  inter¬ 
preter  in  the  Indian  Department.  A  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Thames  given  her  by  the  Indians, 
is  sometimes  called  the  “Sally  Hand.” 
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curred  to  me,  at  least  as  far  as  concerned  me.  I  have  sent  copies  of  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester’s  letter  to  you,  to  Lieutenant  Pilkington  and  Lieutenant  Cooper  for  their 
guidance.  Lieutenant  Cooper  has  remained  here  since  I  wrote,  and  informs  me 
that  he  has  no  instructions  to  proceed  with  any  further  works  at  Fort  Miamis, 
a  circumstance  that  I  conceive  necessary  to  report  to  Your  Excellency,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  disappointment,  hereafter  particularly  as  very  little  has  been  done 
in  the  defence  of  that  Post  since  you  saw  it,  and  literally  nothing  since  Lieutenant 
Pilkington  left  it. 

Lieutenant  Adye  has  paid  a  second  visit  to  Chatham,  where  he  says  the  Block¬ 
house  is  in  great  forwardness,  and  Mr.  Baker  reports  that  the  Gun-boats  are  going 
on  much  to  his  satisfaction.  The  Block-house  and  Gun-boats  are  building  of 
black  walnut. 

I  beg  to  remind  Your  Excellency  of  my  recommendation  in  favor  of  Mr.  Baker 
and  two  of  his  ship  carpenters  in  the  Navy  Yard  here,  for  lots  in  the  Reserve  at 
Chatham,  their  petitions  are  forwarded  to  Mr.  Small,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you  that  the  fever  which  prevailed  among 
the  Troops  during  the  Summer  and  Fall,  has  at  length  received  a  considerable 
check,  owing  I  believe  to  the  change  of  Season,  and  to  a  small  allowance  of  rum 
issued  to  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Miamis,  there  are  notwithstanding  several  yet  very  ill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Commanding. 

His  Excellency 
Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe. 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detboit,  January  27th,  1795. 
Sir, 

Since  I  closed  my  dispatch  to  your  Excellency  of  this  date,  Mr.  McDougall 
who  I  had  occasion  to  mention  in  my  letter,  arrived  here  from  Sandusky,  and  informs 
me  among  many  circumstances  that  confirm  the  intentions  of  the  Indians  to  make 
peace,  that  Blue  Jacket  at  the  Head  of  the  Shawanee  Chiefs  and  the  Delaware 
Chiefs  left  Swan  Creek  for  Fort  Wayne  previous  to  Colonel  McKee’s  Arrival  there, 
and  adds  that  to  a  certainty  several  negotiations  are  now  carrying  on  between 
the  Chiefs  of  different  Tribes  and  General  Wayne;  and  that  the  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sandusky  consider  themselves  in  perfect  peace,  and  that  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  has  taken  place  between  them  and  the  United  States.  I 
considered  this  intelligence  too  interesting  not  to  be  communicated  to  you  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  therefore  send  an  Express  after  the  Indians  with  this  letter  under 
cover  to  Lieut.  David  Smith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency 
Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe. 

&c.,  &c. 
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FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 


Swan  Creek,  27th  January,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  this  morning  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from 
Captain  Stiele  who  informs  me  he  has  transmitted  to  you  copies  of  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  lately  received  here  from  Sandusky,  by  which  you  will  observe  that  the  pre¬ 
tended  apprehension  of  personal  danger  lately  suggested  to  you  by  Mr.  Mac- 
Dougall,  has  for  its  object  an  application  to  the  Americans  to  build  a  Fort  there, 
since,  (as  they  will  say),  they  can  expect  no  protection  from  the  British  Government. 

Blue  Jacket  with  a  party  of  nearly  50  had  set  off  for  Greenville  two  days  before 
my  arrival,  and  said  his  only  object  was  to  exchange  some  prisoners,  but  from  his 
intercourse  with  Lasselle  and  his  frequent  Councils  with  Leatherlips,  there  is  little 
doubt  of  his  intention  to  change  sides  altho’  there  is  a  strong  party  here  against 
his  proceedings. 

If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  before  the  5th  of  February  there  will  be  nothing 
worth  communicating  or  detaining  the  Express  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


Colonel  England,  &c.,  &c. 


A.  McKee. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Kingston,  Jany.  30th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

Having  lately  heard  from  Mr.  Hammond  that  he  has  thought  proper  to 
transmit  to  Mr.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Hammond  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  Observations  on  the  first  of 
September,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  sending  a  copy  thereof  to  Your  Lordship. 

I  am  to  observe  that  having  desired  Mr.  Hammond  to  suppress  in  part  or 
wholly  my  Letter,  he  has  thought  proper  to  omit  some  passages  not  material  to 
the  same  and  which  are  marked  therein. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown, 

N°-  37.  January  30th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  been  duly  honoured  with  your  Lordship’s  letter  No.  27  and  its  en¬ 
closures. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  by  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Davison  to  supply  the  Troops  in  Upper  Canada  under  a  Contract  from  the 
Victualling  Office,  I  consider  myself  as  totally  exonerated  from  any  responsibility 
I  might  otherwise  have  been  subject  to  in  that  particular,  consequently  to  the 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


277 


Letter  of  Mr.  Rose,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  second  of  April,  1794,  direct¬ 
ing  me  to  appoint  an  Agent  for  purchases— but  as  my  recommendation  for  such  an 
Establishment  flowed  from  Public  considerations  materially  affecting  the  welfare 
of  this  Province,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  its  Legislature,  I  have  in 
the  strongest  terms  represented  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  my  sense  of  the  un¬ 
necessary  Degradation,  which  the  Alterations  of  the  mode  of  supply  that  had  been 
so  recently  directed  to  take  place,  must  subject  me  to  in  the  eyes  of  the  Members 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  whom  I  had  communicated  the  compliance  of  his 
Majesty’s  Ministers  with  their  Petition. 

Public  Utility  alone  and  that  of  great  and  immediate  efficacy  made  me  in 
the  least  respect  think  of  interfering  with  the  Commissariat,  a  branch  of  Military 
Service  in  itself,  during  Peace,  trivial  in  its  details  and  unimportant  in  its  con¬ 
sequences.  .  , . 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  particularly  necessary  at  this  time  to  trouble 
your  Lordship  with  any  remarks  in  confutation  of  wThat  I  conceive  to  be  misap¬ 
prehension  in  the  statements  of  the  Commissary  General.  I  have  nothing  further 
therefore  to  offer  to  your  Lordship,  but  my  strict  attention  to  your  Orders,  if  the 
Officers  commanding  at  the  several  Posts,  or  the  Commissaries  thereof,  shall  in 
any  shape  appear  to  me  to  require  my  interference— presuming  until  I  be  otherwise 
informed,  that  the  department  of  the  Commissary  General,  as  well  as  all  others 
in  Upper  Canada,  is  by  the  General  Order  of  Major  General  Clarke,  in  j  our  Lord¬ 
ship’s  absence  commanding  his  Majesty’s  Forces,  subject  to  my  order  and  controul. 

In  respect  to  the  Application  of  any  of  the  principles,  which  I  have  offered  for 
the  King’s  purchases  in  Upper  Canada,  to  the  other  Provinces,  so  differently  cir¬ 
cumstanced,  It  is  not  for  me  to  determine.  I  can  only  state  that  in  Upper  Canada, 
It  is  most  necessary  that  not  only  no  Power  or  semblance  of  Power,  that  can  be 
entrusted  to  him  should  be  withheld  from  His  Majesty  s  Lieutenant  Governor, 
but  that  it  is  the  King’s  and  the  Publick  Interest  that  as  much  Authority  and 
Influence  as  possible,  should  be  deposited  in  his  hands  to  enable  him  duly  to  execute 
the  multifarious  Objects  for  which  He  is  responsible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 

Endorsed:— B.  (3)  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  20  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
of  the  17th  Feby,  1795. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown, 

gg  January  30th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  Letter  No.  28. 

I  dare  say  Colonel  McKee  will  have  satisfactorily  explained  to  your  Lordship 
why  the  King’s  service  did  not  permit  him  to  leave  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada— 
As  I  was  perfectly  unacquainted  with  your  Lordship’s  Order,  I  declined  interfering 
with  it  in  any  shape,  when  to  my  surprize  I  met  that  Gentleman  at  Fort  Erie  on 
the  21st  of  last  September,— but  I  observed  to  him  that  had  the  order  passed  through 
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me,  I  should  by  no  means  have  permitted  him  to  quit  his  immediate  Duties  at  a 
critical  period  when  War  was  hourly  expected  (and  in  fact  had  happened)  that  was 
not  foreseen  by  your  Lordship  when  he  was  directed  to  come  to  Quebec  but  which 
was  amply  provided  against  in  the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  the  terms  of  the 
Letter.  He  thought  proper  to  return  with  me  to  Detroit,  where  circumstances 
even  beyond  my  conception  rendered  his  presence  most  necessary. 

I  cannot  but  be  surprized  at  the  Caughnawaga  Indians  claiming  as  their 
Lands,  those  which  have  been  settled  for  these  ten  years  past  by  the  Loyalists 
and  demanding  payment  for  the  same. 

I  gather  from  your  Lordship’s  Letter  that  you  consider  Colonel  McKee  the 
Deputy  Superintendant  General;  at  present,  I  apprehend,  Colonel  Butler  has  the 
deputy  Superintendance  at  Niagara  over  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Indians  in  that 
vicinity  It  is  upon  this  account  that  I  have  already  directed  that  Agent  to  attend 
for  the  Settling  of  the  purchases  in  the  vicinity  of  York  and  that  I  therefore  should 
have  presumed  that  to  him  your  Lordship  would  have  sent  the  Blank  deed  of 
purchase  which  your  Lordship  has  had  the  goodness  to  transmit  by  my  desire  to 
Upper  Canada. 

I  perfectly  understand  that  it  is  in  general  improper  to  obtain  Goods  from  the 
Merchants:  but  there  have  been  and  will  again  be  imminent  Cases  and  exigencies 
that  require  it,  and  till  such  time  as  the  King’s  Indian  Stores,  shall  with  a  true  and 
provident  economy,  be  furnished  with  a  superabundance  of  British  Goods,  in 
their  nature  not  perishable,  to  answer  these  exigencies,  the  question  must  he, 
between  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  injury  that  may  accrue  in  the  departure 
from  such  a  general  rule;  and  a  due  comparison  must  be  made  between  the  relative 
advantages  and  disadvantages.  As  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  have  approved  of  my 
establishing  the  seat  of  Government  on  the  Thames  I  consider  every  moment  of 
delay  and  every  impediment  as  injurious  to  the  King’s  Interests,  and  being  im- 
powered  to  take  all  measures  preparatory  thereto,  that  do  not  require  Military 
force,  I  have  considered  the  purchase  to  be  made  of  the  Chippawas  entirely  of  that 
nature  and  as  I  hope  agreeably  to  Mr.  Dundas’s  intimation  that  the  raising  of  the 
Canadian  Corps  will  enable  that  station  to  be  occupied  the  ensuing  Autumn,  I 
should  suppose  that,  on  the  very  inferior  reason  of  preventing  expence,  it  would  be 
prudent  to  conclude  the  purchase  this  year. 

Your  Lordship  being  in  full  possession  of  every  information  which  I  have 
received  in  relation  to  the  Western  Indians,  and  the  Six  Nations,  it  will  of  course 
be  for  you  to  determine  whether  the  King’s  Service  will,  or  will  not,  suffer  by  Colonel 
McKee’s  leaving  the  Miamis— I  cannot  but  say,  that  I  wait  with  considerable 
anxiety  to  hear  from  Detroit  and  Niagara  and  augur  from  the  Indian  Councils 
nothing  satisfactory  either  to  their  welfare  or  the  safety  of  this  Province.— 

In  compliance  with  your  Lordship’s  request  I  shall  direct  twTo  credible  witnesses 
to  be  present  at  all  purchases  which  this  Government  may  think  proper  to  be  made 
from  the  Indians. 

I  expected,  My  Lord,  of  course,  that  you  did  not  look  from  me  for  any  further 
account  of  the  defalcation  of  the  Stores  at  Niagara  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
15th  of  June,  since  the  report  of  the  board  was  duly  transmitted  *to  you,  and  I 
found  the  Stoiekeeper  at  Kiagara,  Mr.  Sheehan,  had  been  superseded,  agreeably 
to  Your  Lordship’s  Order,  by  Mr.  Chew  junior,  on  my  return  from  Detroit;  and 
in  particular,  as  I  received  no  Orders  from  Your  Lordship  for  any  further’  pro- 
I  had  been  privately  informed  that  Captain  Brant  wras  seen  in  the 
Indian  Store  with  the  Merchant  w'ho  had  been  entrusted  with  the  key  of  it  during 
the  absence  of  Colonel  Butler  and  the  Storekeeper,  at  the  Miamis \  it  was  upon 
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this  intimation  that  I  directed  the  enquiry  to  be  made,  and  to  this  I  alluded  m 
my  letter  to  Your  Lordship  of  June  the  2d  where  speaking  of  Colonel  Butler  1 
say  “I  have  too  much  reason  to  suppose  him  incompetent  to  the  direction  of  the 
ample  means  which  his  Majesty  has  provided  for  the  management  of  the  Indians. 

It  is  to  his  being  incapable  of  preventing  the  undue  Influence  of  Brant,  and  at  that 
period  his  ill  state  of  health,  and  not  to  his  want  of  rectitude  that  in  this  passage 

I  considered  him  as  incompetent.  ,  n 

And  yet  in  truth  this  very  incompetency  appears  to  be  the  result  ot  tne  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Indian  Department,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  Government, 
more  than  the  result  of  Colonel  Butler’s  opinion  or  conduct  for  I  must  do  him  the 
Justice  to  say  that  in  the  conference  in  which  Brant  so  improperly  and  arrogantly 
refused  the  Title  deeds  offered  by  the  Government  for  the  Indian  Lands,  Colonel 
Butler  shewed  himself  a  most  manly  and  zealous  Servant  of  the  Crown. 

I  think  it  necessary  this  much  to  say  at  least  upon  any  defalcation  of  the 
Stores,  Your  Lordship  thinks  proper  at  this  moment  to  ground  Your  deprivation 
of  this  Gentleman  of  his  Office— The  purchases  of  Colonel  Butler  have  not  been, 

as  I  can  learn,  disputed.  .  .  ,  ,  T  j  u-  + 

In  respect  to  the  additional  Instructions  issued  by  your  Lordship  to  the 
Indian  Department,  in  all  cases  they  appear  to  me  to  be  very  proper,  even  should, 
as  I  have  a  right  to  expect  for  the  King’s  Service,  those  alterations  take  place  which 
were  intimated  to  you  as  incident  to  the  erection  of  this  Government,  in  one  of 
Mr.  Dundas’s  first  letters  to  your  Lordship,  and  of  which  I  have  an  Extract. 

I  have  lately  transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
those  reasons  w-hich  render  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  King’s  interests  and 
expedient  that  their  Lordships  should  revise  and  recommend  for  proper  modi¬ 
fications  the  system  of  the  Superintendancy  of  the  Indian  Nations  which  originated 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  now  represented  by  their  Lordships. 

It  being  my  wish  to  offer  to  Your  Lordship  as  fuff  and  perspicuous  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  reasons  w'hich  make  it  my  public  duty  to  state  to  the  consideration 
of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  such  Alterations  as  circumstances  call  for  and  as  may 
lead  to  an  uniform  Arrangement,  and  as  far  as  may  be  a  permanent  system,  neces¬ 
sary'  for  the  protection  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  and  the  King  s  interests,  I  -»eg 
to  state  some  of  them  to  your  Lordship  in  a  seperate  Letter  which  I  wall  take  an 
earlv  opportunity  of  transmitting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Detroit,  January  30th,  1795. 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  bv  Lieut.  Henn,  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  2/th  Inst, 
and  am  concerned  to  hear  that  Blue  Jacket  was  able  to  prevail  on  so  \ery' respec¬ 
table  a  number  to  aceompanv  him  to  the  American  Forts.  By  reports  from  all 
Quarters  I  am  apprehensive 'that  the  Indians  have  serious  intentions  of  making 
peace  this  winter  with  the  United  States.  It  is  to  be  regretted  on  their  account 
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that  some  Regular  Plan  was  not  adopted  by  them,  by  which  means,  their  Terms 
may  perhaps  be  better  than  they  will  obtain  in  the  very  [irj  regular  manner  they 
are  now  proceeding.  I  enclose  herewith  the  information  of  a  Canadian  engag6, 
that  accompanied  Mr.  Antoine  Laselle  and  others  to  Fort  Wayne,  which  will 
clearly  show  the  Intentions  of  the  Pottywattimies,  and  expose  the  underhand 
conduct  of  Laselle,  I  have  communicated  this  information  with  every  other  Article 
of  Intelligence  that  reached  me  to  Colonel  Simcoe  by  return  of  an  Express  that 
arrived  here  since  your  Departure.  By  this  Express  I  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Brant  which  I  will  show  you  when  you  return  here. 

I  find  that  Colonel  Simcoe  was  to  remain  the  Winter  in  the  Eastern  District. 
Our  Express  to  him  had  not  arrived  at  Niagara,  when  the  Indians  set  out  from 
thence,  tho’  it  had  left  this  thirteen  Days  before. 

I  wish  you  would  contrive  to  let  me  hear  from  you  on  or  before  the  3d  of 
next  month,  as  it  is  on  that  Day  &  not  on  the  5th  that  the  Express  is  to  leave  this 
for  Niagara  if  I  don’t  see  Reason  to  detain  it. 

I  am,  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 


FROM  BAPTISTE  SANSCRAINTfi1  TO  BARON  LABADIE. 


Mr.  Baron  Labady 
Detroit. 


Fort  Wayne,  Janry  31st,  1795. 


Sir, 

I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  I  arrived  here  two  days  ago  from  Greenville  and 
that  I  expect  to  leave  this  and  go  further  without  explaining  to  you  the  Place. 
Please  to  make  my  Compliments  to  all  friends  and  assure  them  that  I  have  this 
day  received  a  Letter  from  General  Wayne  allowing  me  two  dollars  a  day  from  the 
Moment  I  left  him.  I  hope  to  take  Care  of  this  Pay  that  my  Children  may  have 
the  Benefit  of  it,  recommend  to  those  who  have  them  in  charge  to  take  care  of 
them.  I  take  great  Pains  in  Working  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
Detroit. 

The  Council  is  to  be  held  at  Greenville  the  15th  of  June  Next  after  which  I 
hope  to  see  you  at  Detroit  in  good  Health,  wishing  for  this  moment  I  am. 

Bte.  Sanscraint£. 

Translation  of  a  Copy  received 
from  Colonel  England. 

A.  McKee.  D.S.G.I.A. 


i  Jean  Baptiste  Sans  Crainte  was  employed  as  an  interpreter  in  the  British  Indian  Depart- 
ment  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin,  22  Jany,  1813.  See 
Michigan  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XV,  p.  240. 
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FROM  JEAN  BAPTISTE  SANSCRAINTfi  TO  MR.  GODEFROI. 


Fort  Wayne,  31st  Jany.  1795. 

Mr.  Godfroy 
Detroit. 


In  consequence  of  your  Promise  I  desired  Baron  to  take  at  your  Store  some 
things  for  my  Children  until  such  time  as  I  shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you 
Which  will  be  after  the  decision  of  the  Council  which  is  to  be  held  at  Greenville 

the  15th  June  next.  ,  ^  ^  , 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  General  Wayne  m  English  and  trench 
wherein  he  gives  me  an  Appointment  of  two  Dollars  a  day  on  my  Arrival  at  Detroit, 


you  shall  be  paid. 


SanscraintIs. 


Translation  of  a  Copy 
Received  from  Colo.  England. 

A.  McKee,  D.S.G.I.A. 


FROM  ANTOINE  LASELLE  TO  JACQUES  LASELLE. 


Mr.  Jacques  Lasalle. 
Detroit. 


Miamis,  31st  Jany,  1795. 


Sir 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  I  have  arrived  here  from  Fort  Greenville  with  the 
Indians  who  went  there  to  make  Peace,  Vizt.  the  Potowatomies,  Chippewas,  Ot- 
towas  and  Sacs  who  were  all  well  satisfied  with  Genl.  W  ayne’s  Speech  to  them. 
The  Hurons  are  also  come,  there  are  none  Wanting  now  but  the  Shawanoes.  1 
therefore  request  you  will  do  every  thing  in  your  Power  to  send  them  here,  I  shall 
go  with  them,  they  need  not  fear  anything,  tell  Blue  Jacket  he  must  come  abso¬ 
lutely  with  his  Band,  I  give  him  this  notice  as  a  friend  for  I  would  not  wish  him 
to  be  the  last  a  coming,  tell  Robert  Wilson  to  come  with  the  Delawares,  all  is 
auiet  you  can  go  and  trade  with  the  Catawas.  I  enclose  you  a  Copy  ol  a  Letter 
from  Lord  Dorchester  to  General  Wayne,  you  will  read  it  to  the  Indians  and 
Explain  to  them  what  lies  McKee  tells  them,  Pray  send  me  an  Answer  with  all 
the  News,  recommend  it  to  Blue  Jacket  to  come  to  see  me  at  Miamis.  it  you 
come  you  will  do  well  in  coming  with  the  Shawanoes  &  Delawares,  we  will  make 
a  Partnership  for  Spirituous  Liquors,  money  is  to  be  made. 

You  will  shew  my  letter  to  McGregor,  you  will  bring  or  send  me  my  Cloaths 
and  other  Articles  I  want,  tell  McGregor  to  buy  me  a  Very  fatt  horse  to  carry  his 
Provisions  and  the  other  Articles.  a™™™  i 


Translation  of  a  Copy 
received  from  Colo.  England. 

A.  McKee,  D.S.G.I.A. 
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FROM  ANTOINE  LASELLE  TO  JOHN  McGREGOR,  Jr. 

Miamis,  Jany  31st,  1795. 

Mr.  John  McGregor,  Junior. 

Detroit. 

Sir. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Fort  Greenville  and 
that  everything  goes  on  Well.  I  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester  to  General'Wayne  and  some  late  Gazettes.  If  my  nephew  Jacques  Laselle 
asks  you  for  some  Spirits,  shrub,  Loaf  Sugar,  Cheese  and  Butter,  Please  to  deliver 
them  to  him  on  my  Account  as  also  Tea  &  Coffee.  My  Brother  and  Nephew  are 
gone  to  White  River  where  they  will  make  out  well  as  there  are  no  other  Traders 
there,  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  the  News  of  Detroit  and  let  me  know  what  they 
say  of  me. 

Make  my  Compliments  to  all  our  Billiard  Friends,  I  heard  Genl.  Wayne  say 
that  the  Americans  will  take  Possession  of  Detroit,  Niagara  and  Michilimackinac 
next  Spring. 

Antoine  Laselle. 
Translation  of  a  Copy  received 
from  Colonel  England. 

A.  McKee,  D.S.G.I.A. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown. 

No.  39.  February  2d,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  a  Speech  made  to  me 
by  the  Oswegatchie  Indians  in  the  presence  of  the  principal  Gentlemen  of  this 
part  of  the  Country. 

The  Claims  of  these  Indians,  tho’  politically  considered  they  do  not  involve 
those  momentous  and  most  extensive  consequences  which  may  be  apprehended 
from  the  discontent  or  disaffection  of  the  Caughnawaga  tribes,  yet  the  suspension 
of  surveys  which  in  compliance  with  their  desires  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 
direct,  occasion  much  expence  to  Government,  and  materially  impede  the  Settle¬ 
ment. 

I  had  intended  to  have  a  road  run  to  the  forks  of  the  Rideau  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Province,  and  the  regular  establishment  of  those  settlements  upon  it  which 
were  surveyed  by  your  Lordship’s  Orders  in  the  years  1790  and  1791,  and  of  which 
under  the  order  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  of  Lower  Canada,  a  plan 
has  become  matter  of  record  in  this  Province;  and  my  purpose  was  personally 
to  have  investigated  that  communication  with  the  Ottawa,  which  on  every  reason, 
military  or  civil,  may  hereafter  become  of  great  consequence,  but  at  present  I  have 
thought  it  prudent  to  desist. 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Lorimier  had  said  that  the  Indians  would  probably 
be  satisfied  by  some  triffling  Presents.  Upon  making  enquiry  He  has  told  Major 
of  Brigade  Littlehales  that  he  conceived  two  batteaux  loads  of  Goods,  and  one 
hundred  pounds  currency,  principally  appropriated  to  building  of  their  Church, 
would  satisfy  them. 
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Mr.  Lorimier  adds  that  they  have  not  received  for  ten  years  past  any  presents 
from  the  King’s  Stores,  and  that  the  principal  Chief,  Sawengazes  or  Snow  Shoes, 
who  has  been  wounded  in  the  King’s  Service,  did  receive  some  provisions  and  some 
presents  till  within  these  five  years — on  Mr.  Lorimier  being  questioned  whether 
they  did  not  receive  presents  at  Montreal,  He  replied,  they  might  occasionally 
some  little  triffle  when  they  went  thither. 

Mr.  Lorimier  offered  the  Petition  on  his  owrn  behalf  which  I  enclose  to  your 
Lordship,  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  recommend  to  your  Lordship 
not  enclosed,  that  as  Colonel  McKee  cannot  possibly  reach  this  place  until 
B.  May,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  some  of  the  other  per¬ 

sons  of  the  Indian  Department  to  extinguish  this  vexatious  claim. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 

Endorsed: — C — (4)  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’ s  No  19  to  the  Duke  of  Portland , 
of  the  17th  Fehy,  1795. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

Johnstown  2d  February  1795. 
Sir, 

As  supplementary  to  my  report  to  you  of  the  20th  Ldtimo  I  am  instructed  by 
Colonel  Simcoe  to  Subjoin  the  names  of  Mr  Thomas  Fraser  and  Mr  Angus  Mc- 
Donell  the  former  is  recommended  to  be  Ensign  in  Mr.  Drummonds  Company  and 
the  latter  to  be  Ensign  in  Mr.  Spencers  Company,  in  the  proposed  Corps  of  Royal 
Canadian  Volunteers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

M.B. 

Francis  Le  Maistre  Esqr 
Military  Secretary. 

Endorsed— From  E.  B.  Littlehales.  2  February  1795.  Mr.  Thos.  Fraser  and 
Mr.  Angus  McDonell  recommended  to  be  Ensigns  in  Capt.  Drummond  &  Spencer  s 
Companies,  received  15th  Febru’y  1795. 


COUNCIL  OF  INDIANS  OF  OSWEGATCHIE  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY 
GOVERNOR  SIMCOE  THE  2d  FEBY,  1795. 

Father,  , 

We  beg  you  to  give  us  hearing  and  to  pay  attention  to  what  we  have  to  say. 
Our  Brothers,  the  people  of  the  Village  of  St.  Regis  have  built  a  Church,  and  these 
three  years  past  we  gave  them  permission  to  cut  Pine  and  Oak  timber  on  our  lands 
for  the  assistance  of  their  building,  and  they  now  pretend  that  this  land  is  their 
own,  and  in  the  time  of  Our  Father  the  King  of  France  the  lines  have  been  drawn 
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by  the  River  at  Long  Sault,  and  at  present  they  have  brought  the  boundary  18 
miles  more  West,  and  as  you  are  powerful  we  beg  you  to  render  us  justice. 

Father.  It  is  now  about  Ten  years  past  that  we  was  called  upon  by  Colonel 
Campbell  to  hold  a  Council  on  the  carrying  place  at  the  Cedars,  where  he  pro¬ 
fessed  to  us  to  give  Lands  to  the  Troops  of  Sir  John  Johnson’s  Corps,  and  after  a 
long  debate  we  consented  to  give  the  Front  of  the  River,  and  promised  to  re¬ 
compense  us,  But  we  never  received  one  Copper  and  we  ask  nothing. 

Father.  We  see  with  Grief  that  we  shall  fall  in  a  most  miserable  state,  and  that 
the  rest  of  our  Land  is  taking  up  and  the  Surveyors  are  all  over  the  woods — With 
what  Father  will  you  that  we  shall  support  our  Families,  and  we  beg  you  to  pity 
us,  and  to  pay  us  for  our  Lands,  and  if  you  cannot,  Stop  the  Surveyors  until  such 
time  that  you  get  an  Answer  from  Our  Father,  Lord  Dorchester. 

Father. — You  see  before  you  a  village  without  a  smoak,  the  reason  of  which 
is  that  we  have  no  church  and  we  beg  of  you  our  Father  to  assist  us  to  make  One 
and  to  try  to  get  us  a  Priest,  they  say  that  they  are  not  scarce  in  the  Lower  Province 
You  are  powerful  by  Our  Father  the  Bishop,  and  you  can  make  him  give  us  one. 

Father.— We  beg  of  you  to  write  to  Col.  Campbell  to  get  Our  first  Contract 
which  Sir  William  Johnson  did  give  to  us,  and  which  the  Savages  of  St.  Lewis 
falls  took  from  us,  and  we  shall  pray  the  Master  of  Life  to  'preserve  you. 

Lorimier  L’Amfi. 

N.B.  Father. 

We  the  Indians  of  Oswegatchie  say  that  we  did  not  receive  any  presents  for 
these  ten  years  past  but  a  triffle  that  we  got  last  year. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed:— A— In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’s  No.  19.  of  the  17  Feby.  1795.  ( 5 )  In 

Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No.  39  to  Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  39.  Johnstown,  Feby.  2nd,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

Mr.  Joel  Stone1  having  requested  me  at  the  Gunnoncoui2  to  procure  him  per¬ 
mission  for  one  or  more  of  the  condemned  cannon  at  this  place  to  be  recast  at 
Three  Rivers  for  the  use  of  his  mill  work,  he  represented  to  me  that  the  iron  of 
these  guns  was  more  malleable  than  any  other  to  be  obtained.  I  beg  to  recommend 
this  request  to  Your  Lordship. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  Your  Lordship  to  give  directions  to  the  Engineer 
Depai  tment  for  a  Copy  of  any  drawing,  plan  or  sketch  of  Fort  Levy  Augustus 
to  be  transmitted  to  me  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  being  besieged  by  Lord  Amherst. 

Mr.  Lorimier  has  informed  me  that  there  is  a  piece  of  Ordnance,  I  presume 
from  his  description,  an  iron  Howitzer  in  the  woods  opposite  the  Toniato;3  if  Your 

1  Late  a  captain  in  the  Loyal  Rangers,  (Jessup’s  Corps),  born  in  Connecticut,  1749:  colonel 
commanding  2nd  Regt.  Leeds  Militia,  1812-5;  died  at  Gananoque,  20  Nov.,  1833. 

2  Gananoque. 

SToniata  or  Toniato  island  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  now  known  as  Grenadier  island 

“  Tomanta  River,  runs  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  township  of  Yonge.  ”  Smith,  Gazet¬ 
teer  of  Upper  Canada. 
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Lordship  chooses,  he  says  he  could  procure  it  brought  in  for  2  or  3  Guineas.  He 
also  says  there  is  a  serviceable  gun,  a  24  pounder,  on  Ft.  Levy  Island.1 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Swan  Creek,  2nd  February,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  30th  last  month  by 
Mr.  Adye,  enclosing  the  information  of  Paul  St.  Bernard  which  confirms  all  the 
suspicions  heretofore  entertained  of  Mr.  Lasselle. 

Nothing  particular  has  happened  here  since  my  letter  of  the  27th  January; 
and  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  writing  that  the  Express  may  not  be 
detained,  and  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  a  packet  of  letters  sent  by  Captain  Stiele. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Colonel  England.  A.  McKee. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown. 

No.  40.  February  4th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

No.  1,  2,  3,  4.  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  the  Papers 
Not  3  &  4  which  have  this  moment  arrived  from  Detroit  and  Niagara,  re- 
not  enclosed,  lative  to  Indian  matters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 

Endorsed: — D — ( 6 )  In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe’s  No  19  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
the  17th  Feby,  1795. 

FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  February  4th,  1795. 
Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  to  Your  Excellency  on  the  27th  ult.  by  return  of  some  Indians 
that  arrived  here  from  Niagara,  I  received  two  letters  from  Colonel  McKee  at 
Swan  Creek,  which  I  herewith  inclose  to  you.  I  also  inclose  a  letter  which  I  this 
morning  received  from  Mr.  Burke  at  the  River  Raisin,  and  the  information  given 

i“Levi,  Isle  du  Fort,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  front  of  the  township  of  Edwardsburgh. 
On  this  island  are  the  ruins  of  a  French  fortification.”  Smith,  Gazetteer  of  Upper  Canada.  Fort 
Levis  occupied  practically  the  whole  of  Isle  Royale.  known  to  the  Indians  as  Oraoonenton.  The 
name  was  changed  by  General  Amherst  after  its  capture  in  August,  1760,  to  Fort  William  Augustus. 
It  lies  about  three  miles  below  Ogdensburg,  and  is  commonly  called  Chimney  Island. 


286 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


me  by  a  Monsieur  La  Fontaine  just  arrived  from  the  Miamis  Villages  where 
General  Wayne  has  built  a  Fort.  La  Fontaine  has  ever  been  considered  a  very 
good  subject,  and  has  been  much  employed  by  Colonel  McKee  at  different  times. 
Mr.  Burke,  who  is  very  active  and  zealous,  will,  I  am  confident  be  of  much  use 
here,  both  among  the  Indians  and  Canadians  and  particularly  in  the  Settlement 
where  he  resides. 

Combining  all  circumstances  together  there  is  in  my  opinion  strong  reason  to 
imagine  that  most  of  the  Indian  Tribes  propose  to  make  Peace  this  winter  with  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  not  been  deficient  in  employing  Emissaries  to  poison 
the  minds  of  both  Indians  and  Canadians  in  which  they  have  succeeded  to  their 
wishes.  I  have  written  to  Colonel  McKee  to  send  me  a  confidential  man  now  with 
him  and  will  dispatch  him  to  your  Excellency  with  any  intelligence  that  may  reach 
me,  and  you  may  be  certain  of  my  communicating  from  time  to  time  with  you. 

A  soldier  belonging  to  the  Royal  Artillery  accompanied  by  an  American  by 
the  name  of  Lockwood,  who  had  been  employed  formerly  in  the  Engineer’s  De¬ 
partment,  deserted  from  Fort  Miamis  lately.  Captain  Stiele  sent  the  interpreter 
that  is  stationed  with  him  and  an  Indian  after  them,  who  overtook  them  within 
fifteen  miles  of  Fort  Defiance.  Lockwood  is  in  irons  at  Fort  Miamis,  and  the 
soldier  is  sent  up  here  to  be  tried,  as  it  appears  that  Lockwood  induced  the  soldier 
to  desert,  I  propose  to  keep  him  confined  till  the  Navigation  opens,  and  will  then 
send  him  to  your  Excellency  to  be  dealt  with  as  you  may  consider  proper.  The 
Militia  Bill  allots  him  three  months  imprisonment,  which  in  a  situation  like  ours, 
I  don’t  think  adequate  to  his  offence;  at  all  events  I  do  not  consider  him  a  proper 
subject  to  be  permitted  to  remain  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 

His  Excellency 

Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe,  &c.,  &c. 


THE  INFORMATION  OF  FRANCOIS  LA  FONTAINE,1  AN  INHABITANT 

OF  DETROIT. 


Detroit,  Febry  4th,  1795. 

He  says  he  left  Detroit  the  15th  of  last  December  to  winter  at  the  River  k  La 
Voile  near  the  Cour  de  Cerf,  that  he  was  joined  near  La  Saline  by  Antoine  Lasselle, 
Hyacinth  Lasselle,  Francois  Lasselle,  Sans  Crainti,  Papin  and  eight  of  their  Enga¬ 
ges.  He  travelled  two  days  in  company  with  them.  They  then  separated,  the 
Lasselles  intending  to  go  to  St.  Joseph.  On  his  arrival  at  the  River  a  La  Voile, 
he  was  informed  by  two  Indians,  (who  had  been  sent  by  the  Americans),  that  the 
Lasselles  and  their  people  were  arrived  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  that  they  had  returned 
to  invite  the  Miamis  Indians  to  go  to  the  Fort,  and  to  desire  them  to  take  three  of 
their  prisoners  in  order  to  exchange  them.  They  were  also  desired  to  take  La 
Fontaine  as  Interpreter,  which  he  (La  Fontaine)  was  obliged  to  submit  to.  He 
says  he  set  out  with  eighteen  Indians  and  remained  five  days  at  the  Fort.  The 
Garrison  consists  of  Two  Hundred  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hamtramk.  The  day  after  his  arrival  (the  16th  January)  the  Indians  informed 
the  Commandant  they  were  come  agreeable  to  his  invitation  and  soon  after  as- 


1  His  Indian  name  was  Sa-ce-miah.  See  Michigan  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XII,  p.  452. 
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sembled  in  Council,  when  Colonel  Hamtramk  told  them  he  was  very  happy  the 
time  so  much  wished  for  was  at  length  arrived  and  assured  them  they  were  not  at 
War  with  the  British,  that  their  Armies  never  advanced  with  a  design  of  taking 
possession  of  the  Indian  Lands  but  the  depredations  they  had  committed  upon 
their  Frontiers,  more  particularly  within  these  four  years,  had  obliged  them  to 
it;  that  they  would  maintain  the  Posts  that  they  had  taken  possession  of  for  the 
safety  of  those  Frontiers,  that  they  intended  paying  for  the  Land  they  occupied, 
and  to  purchase  that  the  Indians  could  part  with  without  straitening  their  hunting 
Grounds.  He  requested  them  to  continue  hunting  peaceably  and  not  to  pay  any 
attention  to  what  McKee,  Elliot,  and  many  other  bad  people  said  to  them;  that 
they  alone  were  the  cause  of  the  misfortunes,  which  had  happened,  and  that  he 
was  informed  those  bad  people  were  still  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  persevered 
in  giving  them  the  same  advice.  He  desired  them  to  inform  the  Indians  who  resided 
there  of  the  wish  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to  have  anything  further  to  do  with 
them. 

Your  Father,  who  commands  at  Detroit  never  desired  you  to  take  up  the 
hatchet  against  us.  You  will  find  it  in  your  interest  to  continue  friends  with  the 
English  and  us.  I  beg  of  you  also  to  restrain  your  young  men,  as  we  propose 
doing,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  next  May,  when  all  the  Indians  are  acquainted 
with  our  intentions,  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  permanent  and  lasting  Peace. 

The  Informant  further  says  that  the  Lasselles  had  taken  about  forty  Indians 
with  them  (Ottawas,  Sauteux,  Pottawatamies,  and  Delawares),  twenty  of  whom 
were  gone  to  Fort  Greenville  with  Antoine  Lasselle  and  Sans  Craint6  as  Interpreters 
previous  to  his  arrival.  That  the  Americans  had  built  two  large  boats,  which 
carried  each  two  hundred  horse  loads.  One  of  them  was  lost  in  the  Autumn  going 
to  the  Glaize.  They  had  about  1,200  barrels  ready  to  put  meat  in,  which  they 
intended  salting  for  the  Spring. 

The  above  Information  was 
taken  down  in  my  presence. 

Richard  England. 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 


FROM  SARAH  AINSE  TO  JOSEPH  BRANT. 

Detroit,  Feby.  5th,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  14th  of  Jany,  1795  with  your  Speeches  to 
the  three  Nations,  which  I  have  circulated  with  your  belts  and  strings  of  Wampum 
to  Agushwa,  and  lest  he  should  detain  them  too  long,  I  have  sent  copies  to  St. 
Joseph  and  Saguina. 

I  am  much  afraid  that  your  wampum  and  Speeches  will  be  to  little  effect 
with  the  Indians,  as  they  are  sneaking  off  to  General  Wayne  every  day. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  Potawatamies  and  the  Hurons  at  Sandusky  are 
gone  in — and  Blue  Jacket1  has  taken  thirty  from  Swan  Creek,  who  are  gone  to  the 
Americans — Your  messenger  with  a  Huron  and  a  Cognawaga  held  a  Council  at 


i  A  daughter  of  Blue  Jacket  was  wife  of  Antoine  Laselle. 
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my  house  yesterday,  when  the  Huron  related  something  like  what  follows,  respect¬ 
ing  the  Sandusky  Indians,  and  the  American  Officers  on  their  meeting. 

That  the  Indians  were  saluted  and  kindly  received,  and  the  Americans  were 
glad  they  had  discovered  their  mistake  at  last,  and  hoped  the  Indians  at  last  found 
to  their  satisfaction  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Col.  McKee  and  Captain  Brant 
were  false  people  in  promising  so  much  and  performing  nothing. 

That  a  permanent  peace  [was]  agreed  on.  General  Wayne  promised  to  go 
early  in  the  Spring,  and  build  a  Fort  at  Sandusky  for  the  protection  of  his  friends; 
that  General  Wayne  and  those  Indians  have  agreed  to  help  one  another  when 
called  for,  and  no  disturbance  between  Individuals  is  to  shake  the  Peace,  but  all 
breaches  of  that  kind  are  to  be  adjusted  by  the  heads  of  each  party— That  the 
American  Officers  told  the  Indians  that  they  had  been  set  on  to  fight  merely  for 
the  interest  and  by  the  Officers  of  Canada  and  agents  of  the  Indian  Department, 
and  that  King  George  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  disapproved  in  the  strongest 
language  to  Lord  Dorchester,  who  has  written  to  General  Wayne  to  act  as  he 
pleases  with  the  Indians,  and  make  peace  with  them  if  he  can,  and  that  the  English 
and  Americans  were  in  perfect  friendship. 

The  above,  Sir,  I  believe  you  may  depend  upon  as  being  transacted  and  spoken 
at  the  head  of  General  Wayne’s  army,  and  I  am  most  afraid  of  the  Consequence. 

I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  write  to  me  often  and  let  me  know  how  things  are  carried 
on  in  that  part,  and  I  shall  return  you  all  the  news  I  can  collect  here. 

You  may  rely  that  all  the  Indians  bordering  on  the  Americans  will  follow 
the  example  of  the  Hurons  in  less  than  a  month.  For  the  further  particulars,  I 
refer  you  to  your  messenger  who  was  present  at  the  Council,  and  remain,  &c. 

_  Sarah  Ainse. 

lo  Capt.  Brant. 


FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

0.  Swan  Creek,  6th  Feby.  1795. 

Sir, 

The  Makujai  Chiefs  are  making  a  great  noise  about  Blue  Jacket’s  Commission. 
They  say  he  shewed  it  to  General  Wayne  &  blame  the  English  very  much  for  having 
made  any  chiefs  among  them  especially  the  younger  Brothers,  if  any  were  made, 
they  say  it  ought  to  have  been  some  of  them.  They  say  that  Blue  Jacket  on  that 
account  takes  more  upon  him  than  he  has  a  right  to  do  &  told  Wayne  that  he  was 
the  principal  of  the  Shawanoes  Chiefs  &  could  do  with  them  what  he  pleased. 

.  They  went  up  to  Fort  Miamis  to  make  Capt.  Steele  take  down  a  complaint 
against  you  to  be  sent  to  Lord  Dorchester  &  wished  to  keep  it  secret  having  taken 
Ash  along  with  them  as  interpreter.  But  Capt.  Steele  told  them  he  could  not 
listen  to  any  thing  they  had  to  say  till  I  was  present  or  some  person  in  the  Indian 
Department.  He  told  them  he  would  meet  them  as  what  they  had  to  say  was 
necessary  to  be  kept  secret  which  at  this  place  could  not  be  done.  However  on 
their  way  down  they  thought  otherwise  &  desired  me  to  send  for  Captain  Steele 
to  come  here  to-morrow  which  I  at  last  did. 

I  could  really  wish  you  were  here  as  they  are  such  jealous  stupid  wretches 
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that  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  deal  with  them.  They  say  they  have  a  great  many  other 
complaints  to  make,  what  they  are  God  knows. 

We  have  now  got  White  Eyes1  here  working  mischief  as  fast  as  he  can. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  &  very  humble  servant. 

Colonel  Alexander  McKee,  Geo.  Ironside. 

Deputy  Agent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Detroit. 

The  Wolf,  Black  Hoof,  &  red-faced  fellow  are  those  who  make  the  noise. 


FROM  ISAAC  WILLIAMS  JR.  TO  REVEREND  EDMUND  BURKE. 

Sandusky,  6th  February,  1795. 

Reverend  Father, 

We  received  your  Holy  Letter  wherein  you  mentioned  your  particular  regard 
for  us  and  that  we  ought  to  listen  to  our  Father  the  King  and  yourself,  as  you  wish 
to  advise  us  for  our  good,  as  you  look  upon  us  to  be  good  Christians.lt  is  certainly 
high  time  that  we  Should  try  and  mend  our  vile  doings,  God  now  looks  down  upon 
us  all,  and  sees  every  action  we  are  doing,  we  are  very  sorry  you  was  disappointed 
in  coming  here  as  we  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  seen  you  and  had  a  little 
talk  together.  We  wanted  to  know  if  you  are  descended  from  our  ancient  Father 
the  King  of  France. 

You  wish  to  lead  us  now  in  the  right  way,  you  say  also  that  there  is  two  or 
three  bad  Men  who  is  not  of  our  Religion  or  Blood,  that  we  must  not  mind  these 
bad  People,  as  they  are  Serpents.  We  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  such  Mon¬ 
sters  among  us — You  must  certainly  have  had  bad  information  which  has  led 
you  so  far  wrong,  you  must  now  be  informed  that  we  are  all  good  People  here  and 
wish  for  God’s  help  always. 

Why  do  you  want  us  to  abandon  our  Place,  do  you  want  us  to  leave  the 
Country  open  for  our  Enemies  to  take.  O!  Father  dont  advise  us  to  such  a  thing. 
We  are  very  well  here,  we  have  plenty  of  every  thing  which  is  Meat  and  Drink. 
We  are  happy  with  our  situation,  all  that  we  want  now  is  Peace,  and  that  we 
hope  to  God  we  will  have  soon,  if  the  evil  spirit  doth  not  prevent.  We  request 
of  you  now  Father  to  pray  strong  for  us  that  we  may  Accomplish  our  good  works 
we  are  now  doing,  As  you  say  that  you  are  sent  by  our  Father  the  Bishop  to  instruct 
us  in  the  right  way  which  is  God’s  Law. 

We  know  that  Peace  is  the  first  object  that  God  likes,  all  Christians  know  that 
(Blessed  is  the  Peace  Maker)  these  are  the  Holy  words. — You  have  mentioned  in 
one  part  of  your  letter,  if  we  do  not  follow  our  Brothers  example  (of  Detroit)  we 
will  be  ruined  without  resource. — We  want  an  explanation  of  this — As  you  seem 
to  tell  us  that  if  we  do  not  listen  to  you  we  are  to  be  destroyed — If  that  is  your 
instructions  it  is  a  very  bad  one. — We  have  now  said  enough.  Reverend  Father. 

I.  Williams,  Agent  & 
Commissioner  for  the  Sachems 

Edmund  Burke.  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  Sandusky. 

Vicar  General  of  A  true  Copy. 

Upper  Canada.  A.  McKee,  D.S.G.I.A. 

i  George  White  Eyes,  a  Delaware  Indian,  employed  by  General  Wayne. 
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FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  10th  Feby,  1795. 
Sir, 

Letters  from  Antoine  Lasselle  &  Richerville  at  Fort  Wayne  were  brought  here 
by  two  Miamis  from  that  place,  news  papers  are  also  enclosed.  You  will  there 
see  the  part  they  have  taken.  The  Turtle  seemed  to  have  much  support  with 
Buckangehilas  for  insisting  on  having  the  letters  opened  &  I  make  no  doubt  the 
two  Miamis  will  endeavour  to  pass  the  River  Raisin  without  seeing  you. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  you  at  more  length  all  the  men  are  gone,  Simon1  will 
be  able  to  tell  you  something  of  the  content  of  the  letters  in  case  you  should  not 
see  them  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Ironside. 

Colonel  Alexander  McKee. 

Dept.  Agent  for  Ind.  Affairs. 

River  Raisin. 


PRELIMINARY  ARTICLES  OF  A  TREATY  OF  PEACE. 

Feb.  11th,  1795. 

Preliminary  Articles  entered  into  at  Greenville  between  his  Excellency  Anthony 
Wayne  Esqr.,  Major  General  &  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Legion  &  Commis¬ 
sioner  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  settling  a  permanent 
peace  with  all  the  Indian  Nations  North  West  at  the  Ohio  of  the  one  part  &  the 
Sachems  &  War  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanoes  &  Delawares  Nations  for  &  in  behalf  of 
themselves  &  the  Miamis  Nation  on  the  other  part. 

Article  First, 

It  is  agreed  that  until  Articles  for  a  permanent  peace  shall  be  adjusted,  agreed 
to  &  signed,  all  hostilities  shall  cease,  &  the  Chiefs  &  Sachems  for  &  in  behalf  of  the 
nations  which  they  represent  do  agree  to  meet  the  above  named  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  Greenville,  on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  next  with 
all  the  Sachems  &  War  Chiefs  of  their  Nations  then  &  there  to  consult  &  conclude 
upon  such  terms  of  amity  &  peace  as  shall  be  for  the  interest  &  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  parties,  at  which  time  &  place  all  the  prisoners  now  in  possession  of  the 
United  States,  &  all  such  prisoners  now  in  possession  at  the  Shawanoes,  Delawares, 
Miamis  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America  of  every  description  shall  be 
mutually  delivered  up  &  set  at  liberty. 

Article  Second, 

Should  any  of  the  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians  now  at  war  with  the  United 
States  or  any  other  nation  or  tribe  meditate  or  attempt  any  hostile  measure  against 
any  post  or  settlement  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Troops  or  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  or  against  the  lives  or  property  of  any  individual  or  individuals  of  the 
same  &  it  shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  before  mentioned  nations  or  either 
of  them,  they  do  hereby  engage  to  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  Com- 


i  Simon  Girty. 
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mander-in-Chief  or  to  the  Officer  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States  at 
the  nearest  post,  &  should  any  nation  with  hostile  intention  against  any  part  of 
the  troops  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  attempt  to  pass,  thro’  their  Country, 
they  will  endeavour  to  prevent  the  same  &  in  like  manner  give  information  of  such 
attempt  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  to  the  Officer  Commanding  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  at  the  nearest  Post  as  soon  as  possible,  that  all  causes  of  mistrust 
&  suspicion  may  be  avoided  between  them  &  the  United  States.  In  like  manner 
the  Commander-in-Chief  and  all  officers  acting  under  his  orders  shall  give  notice 
to  the  said  Indian  Nations  of  any  harm  that  may  be  meditated  against  them  or 
either  of  them  that  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  &  do  all  in  their  power  to  hinder 
&  prevent  the  same  that  the  friendship  between  them  may  be  uninterrupted. 

DONE  at  Greenville  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Legion,  this  Eleventh 
day  of  February  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
&  ninety  five. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands  &  Seal 

Anthony  Wayne. 


IN  PRESENCE  OF 

Wm.  H.  Harrison, 

C fl 

Aide-de-Camp, 

s 

Dvd.  D.  Turner 

-d  d 

Capt.  2nd.  Sub  Legion, 

Is.  Wade,  Lieut., 

1st.  Sub  Legion, 

"d  g 

C.  Swan, 

"8  2 

Wm.  Duer,  Lt., 

^  § 

4th  Sub  Legion, 

d  & 

t-H  03 

Wm.  Clark,  Lt., 

-d 

02 

A.  McClary,  Lt. 

2nd.  Sub  Legion 

W  augh-we-y  a-pe-yissinious 
alias  Blue  Jacket, 
Meanymsiiah, 


Tetebokiah, 

for  the  Delawares, 


Endorsed;— Copy  of  Articles  between  the  United  States,  &  the  Shawanoes  Dela¬ 
wares  &  Miamis .) 


FROM  ROSSETER  BOYLE  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Johnstown,  11th  Feb.  1795. 
Sir, 

As  my  friend  Mr.  Campbell  has  now  purchased  me  a  small  house  in  this  town, 
and  as  I  have  not  been  accustomed  to  live  like  a  heathen,  without  some  idea  of 
Him,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  all  the  blessings  I  enjoy,  I  should  be  happy  to 
have  a  church,  at  least  in  sight  of  my  house,  and  (as  you  will  find  on  enquiry) 
some  three  or  four  years  ago  Esquire  Sherwood  and  Esquire  Jones  came  to  Montreal 
to  solicit  a  subscription  to  enable  them  to  build  a  church  in  the  new  town  at  Os- 
wegatchie.1  Sir  John  Johnson  gave  ten  guineas,  and  the  whole  collected  amounted 
to  more  than  sufficient  to  build  a  better  church  than  the  Dutch  inhabitants  have 
in  Osnaburg,2  and  a  better  need  not  be  at  present  in  the  infancy  of  the  settlement. 

ijohnstown  at  one  time  called  New  Oswegatchie.  “Johnstown,  in  the  township  of  Edwards- 
burg,  is  situated  upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  above  the  uppermost  rapids  in  ascending  to  lake 
Ontario,  and  is  a  mile  square.  From  this  town  vessels  may  be  navigated  with  safety  to  Queens¬ 
town,  and  to  the  ports  of  lake  Ontario.  ”  Smith,  Gazetteer  of  Upper  Canada. 

2  Osnabruck  township  in  the  county  of  Stormont. 
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If  you  can  with  propriety  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this  business,  to 
know  if  the  sum  collected  has  been  placed  at  legal  interest  which  will  increase  the 
original  sum,  and  if  so,  that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  those  gentlemen 
to  proceed  with  all  diligence  to  build  a  place  for  divine  worship  in  this  town,  or  at 
any  other  place  in  the  settlement  His  Excellency  shall  approve,  or  otherwise  to 
account  for  the  money  subscribed,  that  His  Excellency  may  appoint  proper  Trustees 
to  carry  the  design  into  execution. 

As  this  is  a  public  business  and  concerns  the  good  of  the  settlement  I  trust 
you  will  excuse  my  freedom  in  writing  to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  am  &c. 

Rosseter  Boyle. 

Major  Littlehales. 


FROM  FATHER  EDMUND  BURKE  TO  R.  G.  ENGLAND. 

Sir 

The  following  speech  delivered  by  General  Wayne  to  the  Indians  of  several 
Indian  Nations,  who  have  been  engaged  by  his  emissaries  principally  by  Lascelles 
and  his  gang,  I  send  you  as  I  took  it  this  day  from  theMouth  of  Pontiac  an  Ottawa, 
and  it  was  repeated  almost  in  the  same  terms  by  Maiigar,  a  Pottawatomies. 

“Brothers.  I’m  glad  to  see  you  here  to  settle  good  business  and  as  soon  as 
the  Lake  will  be  free  from  ice  my  boats  will  be  ready  to  follow  the  ice.  You  see, 
I  see  all  other  Nations  here  but  the  Ottawas  and  the  Iantois  whom  I  dont  see. 
Tis  long  since  I  desired  to  see  Egushwa.  He  does  not  come.  Perhaps  he  is  angry 
for  the  shot  he  received  in  the  eye.  Well  I’ll  go  and  see  him,  and  I’ll  go  to  the 
Fort  of  Detroit.  I  think  he  loves  his  father  the  Englishman.  Since  he  does  not 
come  to  see  me,  I’ll  go  and  see  him.  I  hate  very  much  that  priest  who  is  at  the 
River  Raisins.  I  will  go  and  take  him  and  Charles  Rheaume1  as  I  pass  by  and 
hang  them  on  two  trees,  and  when  I  come  to  the  Fort  I  will  take  the  English  and 
throw  them  over  the  River,  and  when  they  are  out,  ’tis  not  I  who  will  enter  the 
Fort,  but  the  French  who  follow  me.  The  French  will  guard  the  Fort  and  I  will 
not  disturb  the  Inhabitants  of  Detroit.  They  will  live  with  the  French  who  I 

will  put  in  the  Fort.”  . 

That  is  a  piece  of  Wayne’s  eloquence,  but  the  idea  of  a  foreign  officer  threaten¬ 
ing  to  hang  a  British  subject  in  the  public  station  which  I  have  the  honor  to  fill 
for  doing  what  is  literally  and  simply  his  duty,  is  quite  new.  It  surpasses  Sans 
Culotte’s  impudence  in  case  of  assassination,  which  is  a  possible  case  considering 
the  character  of  Wayne’s  emissaries.  His  Excellency  will  know  how  to  find  and 
treat  the  Author,  and  I’m  humbly  of  opinion  that  he  would  do  well  to  acquaint  His 
Majesty’s  Ministers  with  the  efforts  of  this  same  Mr.  Wayne  to  cause  a  revolt  of 
His  Majesty’s  subjects.  The  business  was  getting  on  very  fast  when  I  first  ar¬ 
rived.  I  was  fortunate  enough  then  to  suppress  it  but  since  the  communication 
with  Detroit  and  Sandusky  has  been  assured  such  swarms  of  (illegible)  have  rushed 
in  that  I  find  myself  almost  unable  to  make  any  further  resistance.  I  once  more 
repeat  it  that  vigorous  measures  and  a  few  striking  examples  are  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  in  these  outposts,  more  particularly  about  Detroit. 

I  am,  &c. 

Edmund  Burke. 

River  Raisins,  February  11th,  1795. 


l  An  interpreter  in  the  Indian  Department. 
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FROM  JOSEPH  CHEW  TO  THOMAS  ASTON  COFFIN. 

Montreal  12th  Feby  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  Received  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Selby,  of  which  the  Inclosed  is  a 
copy,  you  have  also  the  Intelligence  obtained  from  two  Prisoners  taken  near  Fort 
Defiance;  Colonel  McKee  was  just  leaving  Detroit  for  Swan  Creek  and  had  not 
time  to  write. 

William1  writes  me  from  Niagara  the  8th  of  January  that  nothing  had  trans¬ 
pired  respecting  the  meeting  at  Canadarqui  between  Colonel  Pickering  and  the 
Six  Nations  that  could  be  depended  on,  tho’  some  reports  said  they  had  sold  all 
their  Lands  to  the  Americans  that  they  had  received  a  very  handsome  present  in 
goods,  he  says  he  had  made  up  his  returns  to  the  24th  Deer  last,  but  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  send  them  by  that  Express  as  he  apprehended  it  would  not  go  farther 
than  Kingston,  but  should  forward  them  by  the  winter  Express. 

I  am,  &c. 

Joseph  Chew. 

A  hand  Bill  printed  at  Albany  has  appeared  in  Town  mentioning  an  arrival  at 
New  York  that  brought  English  papers  to  the  3d  of  Deer,  which  contained  His 
Majestys  Speech  in  Parliament — and  an  account  of  a  Treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  America  being  concluded  the  19th  of  Novr.  last,  that  the  Upper  Posts 
were  to  be  delivered  to  the  Americans  18  months  from  the  time;  it  also  mentions 
many  other  accounts  from  Europe  which  I  apprehend  want  confirmation. 

Thomas  Aston  Coffin,  Esq. 


FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  12th  February,  1795. 
Sir, 

Captain  John  &  Blackbeard  &  Buckangehilas  have  been  here  till  dark,  talking 
over  the  business  of  the  papers.  As  they  would  not  go  themselves  to  Cholocathe,2 
where  the  Miamis  fellows  were,  on  account  of  the  Drunkard,3  they  employed 
Linachkumegua,  whom  they  told  to  propose  to  the  Miamis  fellows  to  take  a 
seat  in  Jos  Manoka’s4  Cariole  &  to  tell  him  he  should  go  along  with  Blue  Jacket’s 
brother.  They  told  Linachkumegua  to  prevail  upon  him  to  bring  the  papers 
here  that  they  might  have  them  fully  explained  when  they  would  be  returned  to 
him  &  he  might  accompany  Manoka  next  day  to  Detroit  who  was  to  prevent  his 
carrying  the  papers  elsewhere.  The  above  Chiefs  waited  the  return  of  their 
messenger  till  dark  but  he  did  not  appear.  I  am  now  informed  (8  o’Clock)  that 
he  is  gone  &  was  met  in  the  Bay  about  an  hour  before  Sun  set.  In  case  it  should 
be  so  Mr.  Clark5  goes  after  him  to-morrow  morning.  And  if  he  is  still  here,  which 
we  will  know  early  to-morrow  morning,  we  shall  be  able  to  get  them  from  him  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Chiefs  &  McPherson  shall  carry  them  to  Detroit. 

1  His  son,  William  Johnson  Chew. 

2  Chillicothe. 

3An  Indian  chief. 

4  Sometimes  written  Manoque. 

5  Thomas  A.  Clarke,  an  interpreter. 


S.P.— 20 
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It  is  said  in  the  Gazette  that  during  the  time  that  some  of  the  Cherokees  were 
in  Philadelphia  negociating,  the  rest  of  the  nation  &  the  Creeks  still  continued  the 
war  &  have  done  a  great  deal  of  damage.  But  that  they  had  met  with  a  severe 
blow  having  had  one  of  their  Towns  destroyed  &  a  great  many  people  killed  & 
taken.  In  case  Blue  Jacket  and  his  men  should  serve  us  as  the  Miamis  have, 
we  must  have  every  thing  settled  with  the  Chiefs  before  he  arrives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Ironside. 

Colonel  Alexander  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs, 

Detroit. 


FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  12th  Feby,  1795. 
Sir, 

Simon1  is  just  now  arrived  &  to  my  great  surprise  says  that  the  Letters  &  papers 
have  not  been  given  to  you  as  I  w7as  told.  I  find  the  Fellow  is  still  drunk  at  Cholo- 
cathe  who  is  the  Bearer  of  them.  He  left  this  the  same  day  as  Simon  for  the 
River  Raisin  &  came  here  next  afternoon  telling  me  he  had  been  at  the  River  Raisin 
&  delivered  you  the  Letters  &  had  made  all  the  haste  he  could  back  to  this  place 
in  order  to  attend  the  Dance.  I  am  afraid  the  Chiefs  will  not  be  able  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  deliver  them  up  as  the  Turtle  is  gone. 

The  following  is  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  I  wrote  to  Capt.  Steele  being  every  thing 
I  could  recollect  from  the  short  perusal  of  them. 


Swan  Creek,  10th  Feby,  1795. 
Sir, 

Letters  from  Col.  Hamtramick,  Antoine  Lasselle  &  J.  Baptiste  Richerville  to 
Coco  Lasselle,  Francois  Lafontaine,  Gabriel  Godfroy  &  Jno.  McGregor  were 
bro  t.  here  to-day  by  two  Miamis  from  Fort  Wayne,  enclosing  some  American 
Gazettes  from  Antoine  Lasselle  to  Jno.  McGregor  to  be  given  after  his  perusal 
of  them  to  Coco  Lasselle.  The  Letter  from  Hamtramick  to  Francois  Lafontaine 
mention  that  the  combined  Armies  met  with  Total  overthrow7  &  that  the  French 
are  every  where  victorious.  The  number  of  killed  &  prisoners  of  the  Combined 
Army  he  also  specifies  &  concludes  his  Letter  in  a  triumphant  manner  writh  some 
part  of  Ca  Ira.  The  other  letters  mention  the  extreme  satisfaction  the  Indians 
express  of  the  Americans  good  usage  of  them  telling  Lasselle,  Lafontaine,  &  Mc¬ 
Gregor  to  use  all  their  influence  with  the  Indians  of  this  quarter  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  go  to  Fort  \\  ayne.  Antoine  Lasselle  offers  to  accompany  them  as  far 
as  Greenville,  &  wishes  his  good  friend  Blue  Jacket  to  be  the  first  to  shew  himself 
there  with  his  party.  He  encloses  what  he  calls  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord 
Dorchester  to  Genl.  Wayne,  such  as  we  had  from  Sandusky  in  order,  as  he  says  to 
convince  the  Indians  of  British  perfidy.  He  says  the  nations  who  have  been  at 
Greenville  are  to  meet  the  Americans  at  that  place  15th  June  next  to  hold  a  General 
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Treaty,  &  wishes  the  Shawanoes  &  Delawares,  who  he  says  are  the  only  Indians 
to  be  told  unless  they  wall  immediately  proceed  to  Fort  Wayne,  they  will  be  cut  off 
this  Winter  by  a  party  of  Americans  who  are  coming  against  them.  I  had  but  a 
very  short  time  to  peruse  the  papers,  but  from  what  I  saw,  the  Army  that  came 
against  the  Insurgents  on  this  side  the  mountains  was  at  Pittsburg  &  all  seemed 
to  be  settled  &  they  were  on  their  return  home,  but  it  seems  that  part  of  the  same 
Army  is  to  advance  towards  the  frontiers.  Antoine  Lasselle  wishes  to  form  a 
Company  with  Coco,  Lafontaine,  Richerville  &  seemingly  with  the  intention  of 
furnishing  Forts  Wayne  &  Defiance  with  Rum,  Bread,  Cheese,  Butter,  Tea,  Sugar 
&  other  articles  which  are  to  be  furnished  by  Mr.  McGregor.  Col.  Hamtramick 
has  also  some  stuff  to  be  carried  from  Detroit  by  Mr.  Lafontaine  to  Fort  Wayne 
by  the  officers  there,  Antoine  Lasselle  is  to  get  men  from  Hamtramick  to  build  a 
house  for  the  partnership  of  Lasselle,  Lafontaine,  &  Richerville  &  early  in  the 
Spring.  Hyacinthe  &  Francois  Lasselle  are  gone  to  the  White  River  &  say  they 
will  make  a  fortune  by  the  Delaware  Hunters,  they  being  the  only  Traders.  I 
wished  to  keep  the  papers  &  Letters  &  send  them  after  Colonel  McKee  to  the 
River  Raisin,  but  the  Turtle  strongly  opposed  it  saying  that  the  young  men  had 
promised  to  deliver  them  in  Detroit  according  to  the  address. 

P.S.; — The  Delaware  Chief  is  the  man  who  insisted  in  knowing  the  Contents  of  the 
Letters  &  opened  them  much  against  the  will  of  the  Turtle. 

As  the  men  are  going  I  cannot  write  you  at  much  length  at  present  but  as  the 
Shawanoes  Chiefs  know  of  the  papers  I  shall  defer  it,  till  the  result  is  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 
SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

Geo.  Ironside. 

Please  if  any  opportunities  offer,  to  send  me  some  writing  paper. 

Colonel  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Detroit. 


FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 


Swan  Creek,  12th  Feby,  1795. 


Sir, 

The  Miamis  after  the  Letter  &  Paper  were  sent  off,  delivered  a  Speech  to  the 
Delawares,  who  communicated  it  to  the  Shawanoes,  desiring  them  to  remove 
from  this  place  out  of  the  way  of  a  party  of  Americans,  who  were  soon  to  come 
against  this  place  to  destroy  the  provision  store  &  houses.  Buckangehilas  told 
the  Shawanoes  that  altho’  it  was  delivered  to  him  in  secret  he  did  not  mean  it 
should  be  known  to  the  Delawares  only.  I  send  this  by  Capt.  Steel’s  Express, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 


Geo.  Ironside. 


Colonel  Alexander  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs, 
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FROM  EDMUND  MILNE  AND  JOHN  MUSSER  TO  PHINEAS  BOND. 


Philadelphia,  February  13th,  1795. 
Sir, 

Being  desirous  of  obtaining  a  Grant  from  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada 
for  six  Townships  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  having  it  in  our  power 
to  procure  a  number  of  Germans,  industrious,  and  of  good  moral  character,  chiefly 
of  Lancaster  County,  who  will  go  forward  and  settle  on  such  lands,  and  not  doubt¬ 
ing  in  the  least  to  engage  a  sufficient  number  of  such  settlers  by  the  time  a  Grant 
may  be  made  to  us  and  to  our  Associates,  at  which  time  we  shall  be  ready  to  per¬ 
form  on  our  part  the  usual  stipulations  with  Government,  we  intend  petitioning 
His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  for  a 
Grant,  and  having  the  honor  of  being  personally  known  to  you,  beg  the  favor  of 
your  recommending  us  and  our  Petition  to  the  notice  of  Government,  not  doubting 
we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  fully  to  comply  with  the  stipulations  to  Government. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

Edmund  Milne. 

John  Musser. 


Phineas  Bond,  Esq. 

Consul  General  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 


FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  14th  Feb.  1795. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  by  Mr.  Clarke,  a  Deserter  was  brought 
in  last  night  by  two  Shawanoes  who  met  him  at  the  head  of  the  Rapids.  It  is 
now  six  days  since  he  &  others  left  Fort  Wayne,  they  were  overtaken  the  same 
evening  they  deserted  by  a  party  of  troops  who  fired  upon  &  dispersed  them, 
what  is  become  of  the  others  he  does  not  know.  He  lost  his  gun  during  the  pursuit 
&  is  a  good  deal  Frost  bit.  He  says  all  the  Indians  who  are  there  &  at  Greenville 
are  now  returned  home  except  one  old  man  &  his  wife  who  is  sick  in  Fort  Wayne. 
And  they  have  promised  to  carry  the  other  nations  there  by  the  8th  June  next 
to  make  peace. 

He  heard  of  no  intended  expedition  against  this  place,  nor  does  he  think  they 
are  able  to  send  any  party  from  that  place  as  the  Fort  is  so  incomplete  even 
Hamtramack’s  house  not  quite  finished,  they  are  now  reduced  to  half  ration,  & 
a  half  bushel  of  Indian  Corn  at  Greenville  sells  for  a  Guinea. 

The  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Chactaws,  &  even  the  Chippawas  are  all  joined  in  a 
league  against  them  &  have  made  great  ravages  in  the  Country.  He  says  the 
papers  state  that  they  have  been  defeated,  but  he  is  informed  by  a  Sergeant  who 
was  in  the  action  against  the  Indians  &  who  was  one  of  those  who  deserted  along 
with  him  that  it  is  false;  very  few  were  killed  on  either  side,  but  the  plunder  of 
all  kinds  that  the  Indians  took  was  immense. 

Antoine  Lasselle  is  raising  a  house  at  Fort  Wayne,  expects  a  large  Cargo  from 
Detroit.  They  had  no  account  of  Blue  Jacket  when  he  left  that.  He  did  not 
hear  of  the  retreat  of  the  Army  that  came  against  the  Insurgents. 

The  Indians  who  went  to  Greenville  were  told  by  Wayne  that  he  would  not 
give  up  his  right  to  any  land  where  any  of  his  blood  was  spilt. 
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I  have  just  now  received  a  Letter  from  Captain  Steele  of  which  the  following 
is  a  Copy. 


Fort  AIiamis,  14th  Feb.  1795. 
Sir, 

A  Deserter  arrived  yesterday  at  the  Fort  at  four  o’Clock  he  left  Fort  Wayne 
with  others  on  the  10th.,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  party  sent  after  them  fifteen 
miles  from  Fort  Wayne,  if  they  are  not  come  in  to-day  he  supposes  the  others  must 
be  taken. 

He  did  not  hear  of  any  party,  whatever  coming  to  this  part  of  the  Country, 
but  the  Indians  he  says  are  daily  flocking  to  the  Fort  from  where  they  go  to  Green¬ 
ville  to  see  Genl.  Wayne,  that  Lasselle  was  at  Fort  Wayne  in  his  first  arrival  there, 
&  he  was  accompanied  with  forty  Indians.  The  Chiefs  are  said,  he  says,  to  receive 
a  present  of  one  hundred  Dollars  each  with  Blankets,  Leggins,  &  other  presents 
for  all  the  Indians,  who  are  well  received ;  they  are  to  hold  a  Council  at  Greenville 
the  15th  June. 

He  tracked  a  man  who  deserted  two  days  before  he  did  as  far  as  Roche-de-bout, 
he  lost  the  track  there  &  could  not  find  it  again.  I  cannot  conceive  what  has 
become  of  him. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  Hbl.  Servt, 

Robt.  Steel, 
Capt. 

Comdg.  Fort  Miamis. 


By  both  these  accounts  they  deserted  in  company  with  each  other  as  far  as 
I  can  judge,  but  they  differ  with  respect  to  the  time;  or  no  doubt  the  man  who 
came  here  may  be  he  who  deserted  two  days  before  the  other,  we  will  know  better 
when  they  are  confronted. 

The  people  who  brought  the  Deserters  have  avoided  calling  at  Fort  Miamis. 
They  are  Kainway  &  Pousquane.  He  says  he  is  a  Joiner  &  house  Carpenter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

SIR, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 


Colonel  Alexander  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs, 
Detroit. 


Geo.  Ironside. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  41.  Johnstown,  Feby.  15th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  Your  Lordship  a  letter  from  Colonel 
England  of  the  31st  of  December,  and  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  same  date. 
I  also  communicate  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  McKee  together  with  its 
enclosures.  The  language  of  General  Wayne  seems  of  such  importance  that  I 
shall  immediately  transmit  these  papers  by  an  Officer  to  Air.  Hammond. 
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I  do  not  at  present  see  any  steps  I  can  take  to  prevent  the  dangerous  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Traders  of  Detroit  and  Mr.  Wayne,  of  which  Colonel  McKee 
justly  complains. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  2nd  of  February. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  while  His  Majesty’s  Troops  possess  the  barrier  Forts,  no 
Enemy  can  well  enter  this  Province  without  secrecy,  and  knowing  their  intentions, 
which  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  subjects  him  to  being  considered  as  a  Spy,  and  I 
presume  that  altho’  aliens  may  be  permitted  into  a  Country  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  Hostilities,  they  should  be  removed  by  some  specific  mode  to  prevent  their 
giving  any  signs  or  assistance. 

Colonel  Gray  has  orders  to  take  a  Register  of  all  Officers  landing  at  Montreal, 
and  all  French  Aliens  are  immediately  to  comply  with  the  same  requisition. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  may  be  proper  I  should  communicate  to  Your 
Lordship  that  Colonel  England’s  mention  of  a  sloop  directed  to  be  built  to  replace 
the  Felicity,  is  the  first  intimation  I  have  received  of  such  a  measure.  I  highly 
approve  of  the  mode  which  Colonel  England  has  thought  proper  to  adopt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  Right  Honourable  j.  Q.  Simcoe. 

Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  JOHN  KING. 

Upper  Canada, 

Feby  16th,  1795. 
Sir, 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  very  necessary  to  counteract  the  baneful  effects  of  the 
News  Papers  of  the  United  States,  disseminated  with  great  Industry  in  this 
Province. 

I  regret  that  my  Original  Request  for  a  loyal  &  respectable  Printer  has  not 
been  complied  with.— but  I  beg  to  suggest  thro’  you,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland; 
that  it  would  be  highly  beneficial,  if  with  every  Packet  a  set  of  such  News  Papers, 
as  are  not  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  King’s  Government  &  the  British  Consti¬ 
tution,  was  to  be  transmitted  to  me,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  John  Gray  of  Montreal.— 
I  would  in  this  case  give  him  such  directions  that  in  their  progress  to  me,  They 
should  pass  through  so  many  channels,  as  to  form  a  proper  Antidote  to  the  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  our  Enemies,  &  after  their  arrival,  that  they  should  be  further  dis¬ 
tributed. 

These  Papers  should  be  sewed  together,  &  bear  the  appearance  of  being  solely 
meant  for  my  private  Entertainment,  &  not  in  the  least  intended  to  answer  any 
Public  Purpose. 

Should  the  Idea  be  approved  of,  I  am  confident  you  will  place  it  in  due  train 
for  Punctual  Execution. — At  the  present  moment  nothing  can  be  trifling  that  pre¬ 
vents  the  King’s  Subjects  from  being  misled,  or  that  counteracts  those  who  are 
industrious  to  seduce  them  from  their  Allegiance.  I  am,  Dr.  Sir,  &c. 

T  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

John  King,  Esqr. 

May  I  beg  of  you  to  have  the  enclosed  Letters  thrown  into  the  Bag. 

Endorsed:— Upper  Canada.  16th  Feby,  1795.  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  May 
Uth.  J.  King.  9 
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FROM  PHINEAS  BOND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Philadelphia,  16th  February,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  Your  Excellency  on  the  18th  of  November, 
and  now  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  application  has  been  lately  made 
to  me  by  Mr.  Edmund  Milne  and  Mr.  John  Musser  to  interpose  my  recommenda¬ 
tion  in  their  behalf  to  promote  a  Grant  under  Your  Excellency’s  Government  of 
Upper  Canada  of  six  Townships,  subject  to  the  usual  terms  of  settlement  upon 
which  Grants  are  made.  I  enclose  to  Your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  letter  these 
gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  on  this  subject,  dated  the  13th 
inst.,  and  a  copy  of  their  Petition  to  l;our  Excellency,  which  I  understand  they 
have  forwarded  by  Mr.  Street.1 

I  have  some  little  knowledge  of  these  two  gentlemen  who  petitioned  for  the 
Grant,  and  think  it  necessary  that  Your  Excellency  should  be  apprised  of  their 
object  and  expectation,  the  better  to  enable  you  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  acceding  to  their  application. 

I  must  premise  that  it  is  not  in  the  contemplation  of  either  of  them  to  settle 
themselves  in  Upper  Canada,  but  conceiving  they  have  an  interest  with  numbers 
of  German  Families,  for  the  most  part  Moravians,  in  Pennsylvania,  who  are  a 
moral,  frugal,  industrious,  exemplary  sect,  they  are  satisfied  they  could  by  their 
influence  soon  induce  as  many  of  these  people  to  remove  into  Your  Excellency’s 
Government  as  would  be  competent  to  meet  the  terms  of  the  establishment  (in 
point  of  extent  of  population)  of  the  six  Townships  for  which  they  apply. 

It  evidently  would  be  a  very  material  point  to  engage  the  influence  and  exer¬ 
tions  of  these  gentlemen  in  a  matter  so  important  to  the  settlement  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  as  the  primary  and  essential  motive  which  actuates  them  is  the 
benefit  they  are  to  derive  personally  from  their  exertions,  it  becomes  a  serious 
consideration  how  their  object  can  be  effectuated,  which  upon  the  score  of  their 
own  immediate  ownership  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada,  seems  to  be  completely  at 
variance  with  the  express  terms  of  Grant  and  Settlement.  It  must  rest  solely 
upon  Your  Excellency’s  discretion  to  regulate  this  business.  To  me  there  appears 
to  be  a  very  palpable  obstacle  in  Limine,  viz.  the  inability  to  make  a  Grant  to 
Foreigners,  (not.  disposed  to  become  subjects  of  the  Crown),  of  lands  in  a  Province 
belonging  to  His  Majesty,  to  the  very  tenure  of  which  a  Declaration  of  Fidelity 
is  required.  And  indeed  if  this  obstacle  could  be  surmounted  it  might  be  deemed 
rather  impolitic  to  suffer  individuals  of  any  description,  but  Foreigners  particu¬ 
larly,  to  monopolize  large  districts  of  country.  Such  a  measure  would  tend  to 
retard  population  and  that  progressive  settlement  which  the  meting  out  lands  in 
small  parcels  to  industrious  farmers  would  eventually  secure. 

\  our  Excellency  will  be  best  able  to  determine  whether  it  be  possible  to  remove 
the  existing  difficulties  consistently  with  good  policy  and  the  prescribed  rules  applied 
to  Grants  of  land ;  or  if  not,  whether  some  means  of  certain  advantage  to  the  pro¬ 
moters  of  this  scheme  cannot  be  substituted  as  an  atonement  for  their  services, 
and  to  secure  their  influence  from  a  due  exertion  of  which,  essential  advantages 
might  unquestionably  be  derived.  It  occurs  to  me  at  the  moment  that  a  Grant 
of  a  large  body  of  well  chosen  lands  might  be  made  to  a  Company,  subjects  of 
the  Crown.  Fit  portions  of  these  lands  might  be  dealt  out  to  families  at  a  rate 
not  to  exceed  the  proportionate  expence  of  the  Grant  upon  terms  of  settlement. 

The  Grantees  in  Chief  might  retain  a  portion  of  the  original  body  of  lands, 
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the  value  of  which  being  rapidly  increased  by  this  advantageous  settlement,  the 
Grantees  in  Chief  might  then  well  afford  to  allow  a  liberal  pecuniary  emolument 
to  those  whose  influence  had  been  exerted  to  promote  the  settlement,  to  whom  a 
regular  certificate  of  settlement  should  be  a  voucher  to  entitle  them  to  the  receipt 
of  such  pecuniary  emoluments.  This  crude  suggestion  requires  a  careful  modi¬ 
fication.  I  shall  only  add  that  the  means  of  procuring  settlers  cannot  be  exerted 
Tountry*  exceptlonable  W£W  tban  through  the  medium  of  persons  residing  in  this 

As  to  the  locality  of  situation,  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  would  certainly  be 
preferred  by  Emigrants  from  Pennsylvania,  and  be  most  likely  to  thrive  rapidly 
by  reason  of  the  facility  of  intercourse  which  would  result  from  their  contiguity 
to  their  friends  and  relatives.  B  J 

I  write  rather  hastily  in  the  hope  that  this  letter  may  reach  New  York  before 
a  gentleman  shall  depart  from  hence,  by  whom  I  am  desirous  to  send  it  to  Canada. 

v  tt  11  bapPy  to  receive  and  most  faithfully  attend  to  any  instructions  from 
Your  Excellency  on  this  subject. 

With  infinite  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe.  ®0ND> 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


No.  18. 


Upper  Canada,  Johnstown. 
February  17th,  1795. 


My  Lord  Duke. 

January*1 10  acknowledge  the  receiPt  of  your  Grace’s  Letter  (No  3)  on  the  29th  of 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  most  respectful  Acknowledgments  to  your  Grace  on 
your  recommending  to  Lord  Amherst’s  favorable  consideration  Major  Shank’s 
Memorial;  how  deserving  that  officer  is  of  such  notice,  I  cannot  better  explain 
than  by  stating  from  his  own  words,  his  sense  of  the  value  of  his  recent  Rank 
t  o  obtained  by  the  slow  progress  of  Seniority  and  unaccompanied  with  present 

tuT tTy  King  aU„d  CoZ^>  “  MVer  **  enabled  40  pay  my  debt  of  «rati- 
I  did  not  understand  that  properly  the  Augmentation  or  new  modification  of 
a  Corps  should  be  communicated  thro’  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Dorchester— 
The  Queens  Rangers  were  appropriated  for  this  Province;  and  I  conceived  that  its 

of SucSon to completion.  °'  raiS1"g  °ther  BegtaMHlto-  °n  ’heprobability 

,  n  r!tW/ithRe!r?-the  sI(n!  Progress  made>  and  likely  to  be  made  in  raising  the 
two  Canadian  Battalions,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  King’s  interest  will 
be  sacrificed  perhaps  irrevocably,  if  I  be  not  enabled  to  possess  myself  of  those 
establishments  which  have  been  approved  of,  from  whatever  motive  may  originate 
t  e  dangerous,  and  as  I  conceive,  the  most  unnecessary  Procrastination. 

I  also,  My  Lord  Duke,  naturally  wished  that  those  young  Gentlemen  who 
in  an  hour  of  perfect  peace,  preferred  the  enterprize  and  hardship  incident  to  new 
Countries,  should  not  suffer  from  their  Zeal  when  they  evidently  couid  obtain 

in  Europe11  ^  ^  SamG  meEnS  whlch  WouId  have  commanded  it,  had  they  remained 
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presume  the  Returns  of  the  Canadian  Corps  will  justify  my  sentiments- 
and  perhaps  occasion  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  advert  to  an  Idea,  which  Mr’ 
Dundas  has  approved  of,  that  of  establishing  the  Battalions  of  the  60th,  now  in 
the  West  Indies,  m  Canada;  opening  the  Promotion  in  them  to  the  sons  of  the 

Finn 3+1  I/Jhablt^n.ts  of  the  Colonies;  by  these  means  forming  a  stronger  Connec¬ 
tion  with  Great  Britain  and,  provided  the  Soldiers  be  assured  of  not  leaving  the 

therein7’  COnStantly  obtaminS  whatever  Recruits  may  be  necessary  to  serve 

„  , 1  am  haPPy  that  your  Grace  approves  of  my  statement,  in  the  letter  No.  26, 

Fn  h  s  T  ottFrT  Mr'  Ff  nd°  P1  jhaVing  thought  proper  to  publish  my  Observations 
°  L^tter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  some  of  the  points  therein  mentioned,  may  become 
a  subject  of  discussion,  and  thereby  ensure  what  I  cannot  but  recommend  as  the 
most  essential  object,  a  perfect  termination  of  all  disputes  relative  to  the  Indian 
faH°^S’,theA^  PnviIeges  and  Commerce,  and  in  this  arrangement  I  hope,  My 
7  3lke’  hat  of  ?ljr  Boundaries  will  not  be  forgotten  in  the  most  minute  particu- 
[  ’}}  essentlal  to  do  away  all  grounds  of  dispute,  that  which  must  be  formed 

by  the  St.  Lawrence  abounding  with  Islands,  Currents,  falls  and  Rocks,  should 
the  Treaty  of  1783  be  confirmed,  will  involve  many  serious  questions— I  have 
endeavoured  this  Season  to  acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of  this  important  Boundary 
I  beg  to  observe  to  your  Grace,  that  my  Idea  of  Colonel  McKee’s  being  of  the 
ecutive  Council,  rests  upon  the  system  I  have  recommended  for  the  Management 
of  Indian  Affairs  being  carried  into  execution,  and  in  that  case  I  wish  him  to  become 
an  additional  Member  of  the  Council,  which  being  limited  to  five  is  not  Capable 
of  carrying  on,  with  due  Attention,  the  King’s  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

His  Grace  J'  G'  SlMC0E- 

The  Duke  of  Portland, 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

M„/?vZSed:r UJ’P%,CSnada\,mh  Feby  179S-  Limt  °ovr.  Simcoe.  R.  12th 
May,  1795.  Ansd.  Sd  Sepr.  No.  18. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown, 

My  Lord  Duke,  February  17th'  1795- 

t  /r»)eS  n°  <IncIos®  to  y°u/  Grace  some  letters  which  have  lately  passed  between 
Lord  Dorchester  and  myself  re  ative  to  Indian  Affairs,  and  I  hope  that  the  Commis- 

a  /  S1,0n,  i  ^bn  Johnson  will  be  altered  in  the  manner  that  was  intim- 

■p  at^d  by  tbe  Le^er  of  Mr.  Dundas  to  Lord  Dorchester  (No.  1)  to  which 

ts.  U.  U.  I  have  referred;  and  under  the  impressions  of  which  I  undertook  the 
Government  of  this  Colony. 

There  ought  not  to  be  an  unnecessary  vestige  of  Military  Government  in 
this  Country,  and  the  power  exercised  by  the  Superintendants  is  what  of  course, 
eing  unknown  to  the  British  Constitution,  cannot  from  its  influence  be  submitted 
to  with  safety  to  the  King’s  Authority. 
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The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province  must  be  an  Officer  in  the  Confidence 
of  his  Majesty’s  Ministers — I  need  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  Indian  Superinten¬ 
dents;  their  Want  of  Education,  Ignorance  of  all  but  the  seperate  Nations,  upon  an 
interest  with  whom,  their  own  consequence  is  grafted,  their  immoral  Habits,  and 
the  Indolence  and  depravity  which  in  them,  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  Persons 
with  whom  they  are  so  conversant,  disable  them,  from  unnecessary  confidence. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  at  Quebec  in  lesser  transactions  cannot  controul  the 
department,  its  expenditure  &  informalities,  the  very  distance  prevents  Him;  and 
the  Regulations  now  transmitted  at  this  critical  period,  while  they  substantiate 
the  fact,  allow  me  to  hope  that  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  the 
system  for  the  future  Garrisons  and  stations  of  the  King’s  Troops,  will  also  give 
proper  and  suitable  regulations  for  this  important  Branch,  such  as  may  give  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  People  of  this  Province,  universally  alarmed,  for  their  Properties 
and  Lives,  and  who  openly  accuse,  whether  justly  or  not,  the  Indian  Department 
of  fomenting  disputes  for  the  purpose  of  self-consequence  &  wealth;  and  of  ap¬ 
propriating  public  Bounty  to  private  views. 

Such  a  System,  I  hope,  will  not  leave  to  me,  the  unavailing  regret  of  having 
only  done  my  duty,  by  pointing  out  Errors,  and  the  mode  of  preventing  them, 
instead  of  carrying  into  effect  a  regular  and  extensive  arrangement,  which  ulti¬ 
mately  may  be  the  means  of  preserving  his  Majesty’s  American  Empire. 

The  present  crisis  I  cannot  but  consider,  My  Lord  Duke,  as  of  the  utmost 
importance,  such  as  requires  from  me  the  language  of  truth — The  universal  Con¬ 
versation  from  Montreal  to  Detroit  is  that  the  Posts  are  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
loss  of  them  under  such  inauspicious  Circumstances,  is  supposed  as  universally 
to  include  the  defection  of  the  Indian  Nations. 

I  have  offered  from  time  to  time  to  your  Grace  and  his  Majesty’s  Ministers 
my  Ideas  how  to  prevent,  as  far  as  I  see  possible,  this  Calamity,  should  they  not  be 
approved  of  by  the  King’s  confidential  Servants  I  shall  most  cheerfully  acquiesce 
in  their  decision,  without  hesitation  or  enquiry;  and  to  the  utmost  of  my  faculties 
endeavour  to  execute  what  they  may  direct — but  I  beg  to  observe  to  your  Grace, 
that  from  all  other  Men  and  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I  shall  hope  and  expect 
to  be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  my  own  system,  or  the  efficacy  of  leaving  his 
Majesty’s  interests  and  the  lives  of  his  faithful  Subjects  to  chance  or  procrastina¬ 
tion,  by  other  means  than  the  dictates  of  Authority. 

In  this  Country,  My  Lord  Duke,  it  will  be  more  easy  to  create  an  Aristocracy 
than  to  give  due  and  constitutional  weight  to  the  King’s  Representative;  in  the 
first  instance  the  Passions  of  Men  range  themselves  on  the  side  of  many  competi¬ 
tors  for  distinction,  in  the  latter  they  unite  against  the  Authority  of  a  Single 
Person. 

The  influence  from  the  disposal  of  Offices  is  of  no  moment.  Those  which  in 
older  Countries  derive  their  value  from  fees  are  unknown  in  these  new  Settlements 
and  are  in  fact  so  burthensome  as  scarcely  to  be  applied  for  by  the  Inhabitants  re¬ 
luctantly  and  frequently  abandoned  at  an  improper  moment. 

It  seems  therefore  necessary,  that  the  appearance  of  Power  over  all  inferior 
Military  employments,  (which  Generals  in  Chief  rarely  condescend  to  notice), 
might  with  peculiar  propriety  be  vested  in  the  Person  administering  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Province;  at  least  no  new  Power,  no  interfering  Arrangement  should 
be  admitted,  such  as  the  Indian  department  to  circumscribe  his  Influence  and  the 
British  Constitution  being  granted  to  this  Province,  Your  Grace  will  depend  upon 
it  that  its  Inhabitants  will  naturally  desire  to  obtain  all  its  qualities  &  Properties — 
the  real  and  apparent  Independency  of  their  first  Magistrate  is  considered  by 
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them,  by  no  means  less  necessary  to  promote  the  Authority  of  the  Crown,  than  to 
prove  their  own  Emancipation  from  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada  and  Military 
Government,  which  has  always  been  opposite  to  the  Inclinations  of  the  American 
English,  Such  is  the  language  which  I  have  frequently  heard  from  the  leading 
Men  of  the  Province,  from  those  who  are  best  affected  to  the  King’s  Interests. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

His  Grace  J.  q.  Simcoe. 

The  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal 

Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  17  th  Feby.  1795.  Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
May  1795.  Ansd.  3d  Sepr.  No.  19.  {Eight  Inclosures). 


R.  1 2th 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


No. 

My 


No. 


Upper  Canada,  Johnstown. 

20.  February  17th,  1795. 

Lord  Duke/ 

I  beg  to  enclose  some  Papers  which  have  passed  between  Lord 

A.  Dorchester  and  myself  on  the  Subject  of  the  Commissariat. 

B.  I  also  transmit  to  Your  Grace  Papers  which  I  have  received  lately 

C.  from  Colonel  McKee  relative  to  the  Indian  Nations  and  which  I  deem 
of  such  importance  as  immediately  to  transmit  them  to  Mr.  Hammond 

1,  2,  3.  requesting  Him,  if  He  thinks  it  expedient  to  forward  to  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  my  Observations  thereon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


His  Grace  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal 

Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Endorsed: — Upper  Canada,  17th  Feby.  1795.  Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R.  12th 
May  Ansd.  3rd  Septr.  No  20  {Seven  Enclosures) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown,  Feby.  17th,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  think  the  language  attributed  to  General  Wayne  in  the  enclosed  paper  trans¬ 
mitted  to  me  by  Colonel  McKee,  to  be  likely  to  produce  those  misunderstandings 
and  difficulties  which  it  appears  to  be  the  object  of  Mr.  Jay’s  mission  to  prevent 
and  reconcile,  I  have  therefore  no  other  motive  in  transmitting  it  to  Your  Ex¬ 
cellency  and  I  am  the  more  induced  to  take  this  measure  by  the  recollection  of  your 
Excellency’s  sentiments  on  the  important  effects  which  may  be  dreaded  from  the 
personal  Character  of  General  Wayne,  in  one  of  the  first  Dispatches  with  which 
you  were  pleased  to  honor  me.1 


iSee  Vol.  I,  pp.  131-2. 
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I  have  seen  with  some  pleasure  the  Correspondence  between  Your  Excellency 
and  Air.  Randolph,  (which  includes  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  October),  inasmuch  as 
whatever  Principles  there  laid  down,  may  be  controverted,  the  investigation  must 
necessarily  lead  to  such  ample  discussion,  as  may  tend  to  their  final  Arrangement, 
and  leave  no  point  undetermined  which  may  corrode  and  awaken  dissatisfaction 
at  a  future  day,  and  the  true  way  to  affect  such  an  Arrangement,  I  am  fully  per¬ 
suaded,  is  a  fair  Treaty  between  the  Indian  Nations  and  the  United  States,  under 
the  honouiable  safeguard  of  His  Majesty’s  mediation — and  the  more  averse  the 
United  States  shall  be  from  such  a  mode  of  settlement,  the  more  necessary  it  must 
become  for  the  King’s  Government  to  preserve  the  affections  of  the  Indian  Nations 
at  the  present  moment.  It  appears  of  especial  consequence  that  Mr.  Wayne  should 
not  pass  beyond  the  Posts  held  by  the  King’s  Troops,  not  only  as  the  Garrisons 
are  directed  to  fire  upon  all  such  as  shall  approach  them,  which  I  have  formerly 
communicated  to  A  our  Excellency,  but  as  it  will  in  a  Military  View  be  impossible 
to  permit  the  Access  to  the  Aliamis  River  to  be  shut  up  by  a  Post  at  its  Mouth, 
Turkey  Point,  and  much  less  to  allow  General  Wayne  to  cross  that  River  and 
proceed  to  Brownstown,  within  a  few  miles  of  Detroit.  I  hope  therefore  that 
such  means  may  be  devised  as  may  prevent  the  threats  and  Language  by  Mr. 
Wayne  from  being  carried  into  Execution. 

It  appears  to  me  that  should,  as  I  expect,  an  amiable  or  amicable  Arrangement 
take  place  between  His  Alajesty  and  the  United  States,  much  will  depend  upon  the 
manner  m  which  it  may  be  carried  into  effect,  whether  this  Province  shall  or  shall 
not  be  immediately  involved  into  hostilities  with  the  Indians. 

If  Your  Excellency  deems  it  necessary,  I  presume  you  will  communicate  the 
purport  of  this  Dispatch  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  together  with  this  Letter  and 
such  Remarks  as  may  occur  to  you  upon  this  communication. 

I  also  inclose  for  your  perusal  a  communication  made  to  me  from  Lieut. 
Colonel  Butler,  and  I  have  desired  Lieut.  Colonel  Smith,  Commanding  at  Niagara, 
to  communicate  to  Your  Excellency,  any  recent  Intelligence  which  he  may  have 
received  respecting  Indian  Transactions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

XT.  ^  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Excellency, 

G.  Hammond. 


FROM  PHINEAS  BOND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

pr-vatc  Philadelphia,  19th  February,  1795. 

Sir, 

,  J  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  16th  current,  and  have  since 
found  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  has  petitioned  for  the  grant  of  six  Townships 
in  Upper  Canada  is  i  at  her  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Mussei  has  discovered  that  Mr.  Milne  has  made  his  intention  very 
public,  which  he  thinks  not  only  will  effectually  defeat  the  scheme,  but  render  him 
very  obnoxious  in  his  neighbourhood,  a  serious  consideration  to  him. 

e  former  gentleman  is  most  to  be  relied  upon  in  point  of  influence  with  the 
sect  to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  He  resides  in  the  County  of  Lancaster 
and  m  the  very  heart  of  a  thick  German  settlement,  where,  I  am  satisfied,  he  could 
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Cwx  x  vopunuciiuc. 


With  infinite  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe. 


P.  Bond. 


Sir, 


FROM  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Montreal,  19th  Feb.  1795. 


_i„„  •  o-r  ;•  ,  7  J;  .’  material  t  nanges  mat  may  take 

p  ace  in  our  Situation  by  the  Cession  of  the  Posts,  rendered  it  obviously  proper  that 
i TLAgreement  should  not  continue  in  Force  longer  than  till  the  End  of  the  Year 

\  our  Excellency  will  observe  that  there  were  four  Commissioners  on  the  Part 
ot  Lower  Canada.  On  my  intimating  to  them  that  we  were  authorized  to  meet 
only  an  equal  IS  umber  with  ourselves;  they  replied  that  they  could  not,  any  of 
them,  pay  so  much  Deference  to  an  Act  of  our  Legislature,  as  to  forbear  the  Ex¬ 
ercise  of  a  Trust  imposed  upon  them  by  their  own;  and  we  did  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  press  the  Matter  on  our  Parts;  for  as  the  Agreement  can  have  no 
orce  till  it  be  ratified  by  our  Legislature,  their  Sanction  will  at  the  same  time  cure 
every  Defect  in  Point  of  Form. 

There  are  various  Reports  in  circulation  founded  on  Intelligence  from  London 
so  late  as  the  15th  December.  From  these  it  would  appear  that  the  Posts  are  to 
be  evacuated  by  us  in  June,  1796,  and  an  internal  Commercial  Intercourse  per- 

nfc'j  ^  Uci an<^  the  ®tates>  ancl  a11  Debtors  and  Felons  to  be  given  up  on 
both  bides.  1  he  States  are  further  to  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  West  India 
rade  m  their  own  Ships  of  a  certain  Size.  The  memorial,  of  the  West  India 
Merchants  which  Your  Excellency  will  find  in  the  enclosed  News  Papers  may 
probably  have  had  some  Influence  in  procuring  them  this  Advantage.  It  appears 
also  that.  Government  are  making  the  most  vigorous  Efforts  for  continuing  the 
War.  forty  thousand  additional  Troops  were  raising;  a  Loan  of  twenty  four 
Millions  was  filled  up  m  a  few  days  Parliament  was  prorogued  to  31st  December 
and  the  Accounts  of  a  Peace  between  France  and  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Berlin 
are  contradicted. 

I  purpose  setting  off  for  Quebec  to-morrow  and  hope  to  have  the  Pleasure  of 
paying  my  Respects  to  Your  Excellency  at  Kingston  about  the  8th  of  March. 


His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Richard  Cartwright. 
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FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


No.  22. 


Quebec,  20th  February,  1795. 


My  Lord, 

From  the  North  American  Correspondence  your  Grace  will  perceive  that  this 
command,  Civil  and  Military,  is  greatly  disorganized.  The  same  Person,  it  is 
true,  is  Governor  of  every  Province,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces,  with 
Powers  apparently  in  his  Commissions  to  draw  forth  in  times  of  danger  the  greatest 
possible  strength  for  their  common  Defence,  and  for  the  no  less  essential  Purpose 
of  enabling  him  to  superintend  the  whole,  and  prevent  any  system  of  private 
advantage  from  insinuating  itself  unnoticed  to  the  detriment  of  the  Crown  and 
Empire. 

The  Minister  for  this  Department  is  seldom  stationary  enough  to  see  through 
our  Colonial  Politics,  and  their  interested  bias.  Matters  of  greater  importance 
at  home,  constantly  require  his  attention,  so  that  he  has  not  time  to  make  himself 
master  of  the  Business,  or  to  examine  the  various  Projects  continually  pressing 
upon  him  from  these  Provinces,  which  if  properly  investigated  on  the  Spot,  and 
afterwards  transmitted  from  hence  divested  of  the  delusions  of  Fancy,  and  varnish 
of  private  views,  would  be  greatly  reduced  in  Substance,  and  submitted  to  his 
consideration  with  a  perspicuity  that  would  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  effect  they 
probably  might  have  on  the  National  Interests. 

The  King’s  Commissions  being  competent  for  this  superintendence  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  information  of  all  occurrences  detrimental  to  good  Government, 
and  of  all  abuses  tending  to  aggrieve  His  Majesty’s  Subjects,  would  be  collected 
as  to  a  Centre,  that  nothing  might  be  concealed,  but  the  whole  be  corrected  without 
delay  by  the  Servants  of  the  Crown. 


No.  4  from  Lord  Sydney 
5  June,  1787. 

No.  19  from  the  same 
14  Sept.  1787. 
Memorial  attested  by 
Lieut.  Govr.  Parr  28  June, 
1787. 

No.  33  to  Lord  Sydney 
No.  3  to  Mr.  Dundas. 


Accordingly  References  from  the  Minister, 
and  Communications  from  the  several  Lieutenant 
Governors  were  at  first  received,  and  I  began  to 
collect  Information  from  all  Parts,  and  to  submit 
the  Result  to  the  King’s  Confidential  Servants. 

A  different  System  has  been  since  adopted, 
tending  to  revive  the  old  Colonial  Practice,  which 
from  an  early  period  prepared  and  gradually 
rendered  all  things  favorable  for  Leaders  of 
Rebellion,  to  usurp  from  Government  the  Confi¬ 
dence  and  gratitude  of  the  People,  and  ended  in 
Revolt  and  Dismemberment  of  the  Empire. 

The  great  changes  occasioned  by  this  Revolution,  in  the  Political  situation 
of  these  Provinces,  their  distance  from  all  Succour,  and  from  the  Supreme  seat  of 
Government,  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  an  Authority  on  the  Spot,  to  unite  and 
call  forth  the  Greatest  Force  their  Population  would  permit  and  to  act  with 
promptitude  in  all  Cases  where  delay  might  be  dangerous. 

Thus  constituted  and  united  our  Colonial  strength  might  be  in  the  Proportion 
of  one  to  Fourteen,  compared  with  the  Foreign  Power  extending  along  our  Frontier. 
Yet  in  this  critical  situation,  the  drift  of  our  present  Policy  is  to  divide  and  sub¬ 
divide,  and  of  this  Remnant  to  form  many  independent  Governments,  with  as 
little  communication  and  as  little  Connexion  as  possible,  while  that  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bours  is  to  consolidate,  and  of  many  independent  States  to  form  one  Government. 

Instead  of  Authority  competent  to  carry  on  the  King’s  service,  to  distribute 
orders,  regulate  their  Execution. and  enforce  Obedience, it  seems  to  be  a  measure 
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of  Office  to  withdraw  all  Power  from  the  Person  with  whom  the  King’s  Commissions 
have  placed  it,  Communications  are  made,  and  directions  sent  to  inferior  Officers, 
whereby  the  intermediate  Authority  is  entirely  superceded,  which  consequently 
acts  as  a  Recall  on  the  Person  in  the  Chief  Command,  the  Injury  is  not  in  a  Recall, 
but  in  the  manner  of  bringing  it  about,  which  breaks  asunder  all  Ties  of  subordina¬ 
tion  and  overturns  the  Authority  of  the  Crown  delegated  by  the  King’s  Commission. 

Thus  we  not  only  preclude  ourselves  from  the  chance  of  profitting  by  occur¬ 
rences  which  the  course  of  time  may  bring  forth, 
No.  12  to  Mr.  Dundas.  but  endanger  His  Majesty’s  Possessions  on  this 

Continent  still  more  and  more. 

Everyone  is  impatient  of  Restraint,  especially  in  matters  of  gain,  and  all 
things  incline  to  favour  Insubordination,  with  a  little  more  encouragement,  we 
may  expect  the  Fruit  thereof  at  an  early  Season. 

I  have  said  enough,  I  hope,  to  convince  your  Grace  it  is  necessary  for  the 
King’s  Service,  that  this  Command  be  speedily  assumed  by  my  Successor,  with 
Authority  sufficient  to  restore  Order,  and  to  Maintain  the  Interests  of  the  Crown 
and  Empire. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Dorchester. 

His  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Portland. 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed — Quebec,  20th  February,  1795.  Lord  Dorchester,  Rd.  15  May  1795 
And.  27th.  No.  22. 


FROM  D.  W.  SMITH  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Niagara,  20th  Feb.  1795. 
Sir, 

Commodore  Grant  informs  me  that  “all  the  vessels  and  Gunboats  are  laid 
up  safe  by  the  Wharf  at  Detroit.” 

“That  he  received  by  the  last  vessels,  last  fall,  the  following  paragraph  from 
Major  Barnes  ‘the  Commander  in  Chief  has  approved  of  a  vessel  being  built  to 
replace  the  Felicity  and  orders  for  that  purpose  have  been  transmitted  by  the 
Store-Keeper  General.  Particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  have  her  of  such  a 
burthen  and  draft  of  water  as  to  navigate  at  all  times  between  Detroit  and  Michi- 
limackinac.’  ” 

The  Commodore  adds  “  I  have  directed  the  Master  Builder  to  have  her  carry 
three  hundred  Barrels,  and  make  her  draught  of  water  so  to  run  at  once  over  the 
Bar  into  the  River  Huron,  by  that  means  the  Dunmore  and  her  will  nearly  answer 
for  the  transportation  except  when  Troops  are  to  cross  the  Lakes.  The  Chippewa 
and  Ottawa  will  be  kept  in  a  better  condition  as  Armed  Vessels.  ” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

D.  W.  Smith. 

A.D.Q.M.G. 

Major  Littlehales,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 


Swan  Creek,  21st  Feby,  1795. 
Sir, 

Per  the  Bearer  you  will  receive  the  kettle  of  Bear’s  oil  you  left  here  &  the 
Deserter  brought  here  by  the  Shawanoes.  The  other  Deserters  say  he  came  alone 
he  will  be  able  to  shew  you  why  they  thought  so. 

Another  Deserter  from  Fort  Defiance,  formerly  a  Settler  at  Greenville,  ar¬ 
rived  here  last  night.  He  does  not  state  any  thing  material,  only  that  they  have 
prepared  a  great  quantity  of  timber  for  building  Batteaux  at  Greenville,  to  be 
carried  overland  to  the  head  of  the  Miamis  River  in  order  to  carry  down  provisions 
to  Fort  Wayne  &  Defiance.  The  number  of  men  at  Fort  Defiance  are  one  hundred 
or  upwards.  Blue  Jacket,  &c.  was  not  arrived  when  he  left  that  on  Sunday  night 
last,  but  he  was  daily  expected. 

One  hundred  &  eighty  bushels  of  indian  corn  we  have  received  here  from  Mr. 
Sharp1  for  which  I  have  sent  him  a  receipt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 


Colonel  Alexander  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs, 
Detroit. 


Geo.  Ironside. 


P.S.; — I  have  given  the  indians  two  suits  of  cloaths,  when  they  delivered  up  the 
deserters. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  42.  Johnstown,  Feby.  22nd,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

Some  Indian  Chiefs  of  St.  Regis,  Oswegatchie  and  Caughnawaga,  whose 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  paper,  and  were  exceedingly  importunate  to 
speak  to  me  in  Council,  I  accordingly  acquiesced  in  their  request,  and  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  agreeably  to  my  promise  to  them,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  meeting  assembled  here  on  the  21st. 

The  Letter  to  which  they  allude,  was  a  simple  acknowledgment  of  Colonel 
Campbell’s  of  the  information  which  Mr.  McDonell,  the  Priest  of  St.  Regis,2  had 
given  him  that  Louison3  was  gone  to  the  States  and  that  he  had  declined  to  follow 
Col.  Campbell’s  advice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 

1  George  Sharp,  a  merchant  at  Detroit. 

2  Reverend  Roderick  Macdonell  of  Leek,  who  came  to  Canada  from  Scotland  in  1785  at 
the  solicitation  of  the  Scots  Highlanders  who  were  Roman  Catholics. 

30therwise  known  as  Colonel  Louis,  or  the  negro.  See  Vol.  I,  p.  313  and  note  3. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

Upper  Canada,  Johnstown. 
February  24th,  1795. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  acknowledging  your  Grace’s  Letter  of  the  26th  of 
last  November,  marked  Private ,  and  beg  to  observe  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  re¬ 
ceived  your  Grace’s  Letter  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month  to  which  it  refers.1 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

His  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Portland 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal 

Secretaries  of  State. 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed:— R  9th  May,  1795.  11  a.m.  Pr.  Capt.  Robinson,  (two  inclosures) . 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  43.  Johnstown,  Feby  24th,  1795. 

My  Lord,  . 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  19th  inst. 
Being  desired  by  Your  Lordship  “as  Commandant  of  the  Troops  in  Upper  Canada 
to  direct  the  quantity  of  Flour  and  Peas  specified  in  the  distribution  inclosed  in 
your  Lordship’s  Letter  No.  27  to  be  provided  and  deposited  at  the  several  military 
Posts  by  such  Agent  (or  Agents)  as  I  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  Military  Chest  under  certificates  given  agreeably  to  the  form  transmitted  in 
the  above  mentioned  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,”  I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  your 
Lordship  that  on  the  principle  of  immediate  obedience  to  your  orders  and  to 
prevent  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  the  Upper  Posts  being  left  without  the  supply  of 
Provisions,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  issue  the  enclosed 
order,  the  substance  of  which  I  understand  from  the  Commissary  General’s  letter 
enclosed  in  your  Lordship’s  27th  letter,  is  likely  to  be  approved  by  your  Lordship. 

I  have  received  no  orders  from  home  relative  to  this  business  since  the  date 
of  Mr.  Rose’s  letter  of  the  2nd  of  April,  1794,  but  Mr.  George  Davison  having 
transmitted  to  me  a  duplicate  of  his  contract  with  the  Victualling  Office  under  the 
Treasury  orders,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  its  authenticity.  I  presume  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  observe  to  your  Lordship  that  my  directions  from  Mr. 
Rose  being  founded  on  certain  principles  offered  by  me,  and  approved  by  the 
Treasury,  Your  Lordship’s  Orders  that  among  others  which  directs  the  payment 
in  certain  certificates  instead  of  Specie,  necessarily  exonerates  me  from  any  re¬ 
sponsibility  whatsoever  as  far  as  such  might  be  derived  from  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Rose’s  letter,  since  thereby  the  essential  foundations  of  the  system  I  proposed  are 
entirely  done  away. 

I  therefore  consider  the  present  Orders,  as  pointed  out  by  your  Lordship,  “to 
obviate  any  confusion  or  detriment  which  you  may  be  pleased  to  suppose  might 

1  The  TankerviUe  packet  carrying  the  November  and  December  mails  from  England  had 
been  lost  in  her  passage.  Vide  Lord  Grenville's  letter  to  Jay,  11  May,  1795,  and  Simcoe  to  Beckwith 
22  May,  1795. 
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arise  to  the  King’s  Service,  ”  and  in  this  spirit,  it  seems  to  me  expedient  to  follow 
the  mode  I  herewith  do  myself  the  honor  to  offer  for  your  Lordship’s  approbation. 
I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  No.  30,  which  I  will  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  answering  on  my  return  to  Kingston,  where  I  hope  to 
proceed  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  JOSEPH  BRANT  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Niagara,  24th  Feby  1795. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

I  wrote  you  by  Mr.  McKay  a  few  days  ago,  since  which  I  have  received  a 
message  from  the  Shawanese  by  a  Mingo,  confirming  the  Information  I  received 
from  Mrs.  Sarah  Ainse,  and  by  my  Messengers.  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  Indians  are  very  much  divided  among  themselves,  the  greatest  part  however 
wish  to  abide  by  their  agreement  last  fall,  that  is,  to  remain  untill  Spring  before 
they  determine  upon  any  thing  and  then  to  call  a  public  council. 

They  wish  now  to  have  our  advice  and  opinion  on  the  matter,  I  shall  therefore 
in  a  few  days  send  off  messengers  to  Swan  Creek,  where  they  now  are,  desiring 
them  to  stand  firm  to  their  agreement  made  last  fall,  and  not  permit  their  young 
men,  or  any  other  nation  to  have  any  intercourse,  or  in  any  manner  to  confer 
with  General  Wayne,  or  any  of  his  People  and  if  they  stick  to  their  agreement  they 
may  expect  me  early  in  the  Spring  but  if  they  do  not  abide  by  what  was  deter¬ 
mined  on  last  fall,  they  will  be  lost,  but  if  they  hold  out  untill  Spring  I  am  confident 
they  may  get  better  terms  of  accomodation  than  it  is  now  possible  for  them  to  do. 

A  number  of  deserters  from  Wayne’s  Army  have  come  in  this  winter  from  the 
various  Posts  where  they  were  stationed,  they  all  agree  in  their  information,  which 
is  that  they  are  much  distressed  for  provisions,  and  that  if  attacked  a  small  body 
would  oblige  them  to  quit  their  posts. 

It  is  a  pity  Colonel  McKee  should  have  lost  his  influence  with  the  Indians,  or 
that  he  ever  interfered  in  their  councils. 

I  mentioned  in  my  letter  by  Mr.  McKay  the  difficulty  I  met  with  in  procuring 
a  few  articles  to  relieve  the  distressed  Indians  settled  at  the  Grand  River,  people 
who  were  not  able  to  help  themselves.  From  the  copies  of  the  transactions  which 
passed  at  the  Council  held  here  the  9th  &  10th  inst.  which  I  find  your  son  intends 
sending  you,  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  disposing  of  a  part  of  our  Land  on  the 
Grand  River,  to  relieve  them  from  their  distresses. 

I  remain  &c. 

Jos.  Brant. 

Joseph  Chew,  Esquire 
S.I.A. 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


311 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

London,  25th  February,  1795. 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  very  friendly  letter  of  the  1st  November  last  has  gratified  me  not  a 
little.  The  insurrection  had  caused  disagreeable  sensations  in  this  country. 
The  objects  and  efforts  of  the  Jacobin  societies  in  America  were  well  known  here; 
and  the  fate  of  our  government  was  considered  as  being  involved  in  that  of  the 
insurrection.  The  manner  in  which  it  had  terminated  has  given  sincere  satis¬ 
faction  to  this  government,  to  whom  all  disorganizing  innovations  give  alarm, 
and  their  confidence  in  your  wisdom  and  decision  and  energy  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  event. 

The  institution  and  influence  of  such  societies  among  us  had  given  me  much 
concern;  and  I  was  happy  in  perceiving  that  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection, 
together  with  the  character  and  fall  of  similar  ones  in  France,  would  probably 
operate  in  the  extinction  of  those  mischievous  associations  in  America. 

Your  remarks  relative  to  my  negotiations  are  just  and  kind.  I  assure  you 
nothing  on  my  part  has  been  wanting  to  render  the  conclusion  of  them  as  consonant 
as  was  possible  to  your  expectations  and  wishes. 

Perfectly  apprised  both  of  my  duty  and  responsibility  I  determined  not  to 
permit  my  judgment  to  be  influenced  by  any  considerations  but  those  of  public 
good  under  the  direction  of  my  instructions.  I  knew  and  know  that  no  attainable 
settlement  or  treaty  would  give  universal  satisfaction ;  and  I  am  far  from  expecting 
that  the  one  I  have  signed  will  not  administer  occasion  for  calumny  and  detraction. 

These  are  evils  which  they  who  serve  the  people  will  always  meet  with.  Dema¬ 
gogues  will  constantly  flatter  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  multitude,  and 
will  never  cease  to  employ  improper  arts  against  those  who  will  not  be  their  in¬ 
struments.  I  have  known  many  demagogues,  but  I  have  never  known  one  honest 
man  among  them.  These  are  among  the  other  evils  which  are  incident  to  human 
fife,  and  none  of  them  shall  induce  me  to  decline  or  abandon  any  pursuits  in  which 
I  may  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  embark  or  persevere.  All  creatures  will  act 
according  to  their  nature,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect  that  a  man  who  is 
not  upright,  will  act  like  one  who  is.  The  time  will  come  when  all  books  and 
histories  and  errors  will  be  consumed,  and  when  from  their  ashes  truth  only  will 
arise  and  prevail  and  be  immortal. 

I  observe  from  Mr.  Randolph’s  letter  that  certain  articles  in  the  treaty  will 
be  considered  as  more  objectionable  than  they  appear  to  me.  Before  answers  to 
his  letters  arrive  its  fate  will  be  decided,  and  if  it  should  not  be  ratified  I  presume 
explicit  instructions  will  immediately  be  sent  to  me  on  the  points  in  question,  and 
I  will  do  my  best  endeavours  to  adjust  them  accordingly. 

Among  my  despatches  to  Mr.  Randolph  by  this  mail  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
I  have  received  from  Mr.  Monroe  at  Paris,  and  of  two  I  have  written  to  him. 
The  expediency  of  correcting  the  mistakes  which  the  French  Convention  seem  to 
have  imbibed  will  doubtless  strike  you.  From  the  last  of  my  two  letters  to  Mr. 
Monroe  you  will  remark  that  Col.  Trumbull1  is  going  to  Stutgard  with  my  consent, 
his  presence  there  is  necessary  about  some  plates  which  our  engraver  there  has 

nearly  finished  for  him .  _ 

John  Jat. 

(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  160-2.) 


l  His  secretary. 
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FROM  GEORGE  IRONSIDE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Swan  Creek,  27th  Feby,  1795. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  you  have  an  account  of  the  provisions  remaining  in  the  Store  as 
nigh  the  truth  as  possible. 

Blue  Jacket  has  not  arrived,  but  is  now  at  the  Glaize  &  daily  expected  here, 
a  Shawanoe  who  went  with  him  returned  but  will  tell  little  till  he  arrives  only  that 
he  told  them  he  did  not  go  there  thro’  fear  of  them  or  to  make  peace  but  only  to 
exchange  prisoners.  Some  young  men  who  went  to  bring  their  Kettle  they  had 
hid  nigh  the  Glaize  fell  in  with  two  hunters  from  Fort  Defiance  &  went  there  along 
with  them  but  are  now  returned,  however  we  have  heard  nothing  yet  of  what  passed 
between  them.  The  principal  of  those  who  went  are  Pesekwapiessica  &  the 
Panther. 

The  Cherokees  who  were  formerly  out  toward  the  Sciota  are  every  one  gone 
to  their  own  Country  about  two  months  ago.  Any  thing  else  that  passes  here 
Mr.  Clarke  will  be  able  to  tell  you, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Ironside. 

Colonel  Alexander  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs, 

Detroit. 

FROM  PETER  RUSSELL  TO  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES. 

Niagara,  February  28th,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  written  to  you  by  Mr.  McKay  I  have  little  more  at  present  than  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  4th  inst.  which  I  received  only  last 
night,  though  the  express  has  been  arrived  these  four  days. 

Any  Bills  you  draw  upon  me  shall  be  honored  with  pleasure  and  I  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  pay  His  Excellency’s  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Surveyor  General  and  Mr. 
White  whenever  they  appear,  but  with  respect  to  the  former  you  will  pardon  me 
for  observing  that  it  should  not  have  been  expressed  the  Balance,  as  that  word 
constitutes  it  a  final  warrant,  which  implies  the  Close  of  an  Account  audited  and 
approved;  but  the  account  for  the  half  year  ending  the  10th  of  October  has  not  yet 
appeared  before  His  Excellency  in  Council,  and  there  are  some  charges  in  it  which 
I  apprehend  may  not  altogether  meet  with  their  approbation. 

You  will  observe  by  the  U.  C.  Gazette  that  the  Atty  General  has  already 
obviated  the  objection  made  to  the  deeds,  by  consenting  to  insert  the  word  assigns. 
For  though  I  endeavored  in  my  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  last  Quarter  Ses¬ 
sions  to  convince  the  people  that  the  inserting  it  was  not  only  unnecessary  but 
improper.  Since  the  word  assigns  implying  a  previous  transfer  to  the  assignee, 
and  the  Grantee  not  being  in  a  capacity  of  transferring  his  land  before  the  King 
had  given  it  him,  the  granting  it  to  an  assign  would  be  granting  it  to  a  non  Entity, 
and  consequently  an  absurdity  in  terms.  They  could  not  comprehend  it  or  rather 
were  determined  not  to  be  satisfied.  Since  this  Stumbling  Block  has  been  re¬ 
moved,  another  of  a  more  serious  aspect  has  arisen  in  its  place,  viz.,  the  Reserve 
to  the  Crown  of  all  White  Pines,  which  they  say  is  a  trap  laid  for  them  which  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  not  to  fall  into,  as  many  settlers  have  abundance  of 
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that  Timber  on  their  lands,  which  they  must  cut  down  or  leave  them  uncultivated, 
and  none  can  build  their  homes  without  using  some  of  it,  and  either  act  they  con¬ 
ceive  under  this  clause  may  forfeit  their  Grant.  They  also  say,  if  the  White  Pines 
were  so  much  wanted  by  Government,  why  was  not  all  the  land  on  which  they  grew 
set  apart  for  the  Crown  and  not  granted? 

They  observe  moreover  that  no  mention  is  made  of  this  Reserve  in  His  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  Proclamation  of  February,  92.  They  consequently  had  no  suspicion  of 
it,  when  (encouraged  by  the  terms  held  forth  in  that  Proclamation),  they  came  into 
this  Province  to  seek  a  Settlement,  and  therefore  feel  themselves  deceived. 

All  who  have  applied  to  me  on  the  subject  have  been  advised  to  suspend  their 
opinion  until  His  Excellency  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  his  Council  and  I  had 
not  the  smallest  doubt  they  would  be  satisfied  with  His  Excellency’s  Decision  on 
any  matters  set  forth  in  the  Petitions  they  should  then  lay  before  him. 

We  have  been  frozen  up  and  scarcely  able  to  move  out  of  the  house  for  some 
days  past.  I  have  been  most  sadly  disappointed  in  not  receiving  one  English 
letter  by  the  Express.  The  Attorney  [General]  is  in  the  same  predicament.  I 
hope  you  have  been  more  fortunate. 

Miss  Russell  who  is  upon  the  recovery,  desires  me  to  add  her  Compliments  to 
those  of  Dear  Sir,  Your  truly  faithful  &c. 

Peter  Russell. 

(Unaddressed,  probably  to  Major  Littlehales.) 

EXTRACTS  OF  TWO  LETTERS  FROM  COLONEL  BUTLER  TO  JOSEPH 
CHEW,  S.I.A.,  DATED  NIAGARA,  1ST  MARCH,  1795. 

“I  have  before  me  yours  of  the  5th  of  Jany  last,  and  note  its  contents,  you 
mention  that  you  have  not  heard  from  me  this  some  time  past,  It  is  Very  true, 
as  I  have  had  nothing  worth  writing,  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Indian  Business  is 
Carried  on  in  so  Private  a  Manner  that  in  General  I  am  the  last  that  hears  it,  and 
Often  not  at  all. 

“I  hear  nothing  from  Colonel  McKee  notwithstanding  I  know  it  is  his  Orders 
to  Correspond  with  me.  I  know  no  reason  for  his  Silence  unless  it  is  from  our 
differing  in  Opinion  at  the  time  the  Commissioners  were  here  in  order  to  make  peace 
with  the  Indians.  I  thought  that  the  most  favourable  Opportunity  that  Perhaps 
would  Ever  Occur  for  them  to  make  an  Advantageous  Peace  and  Save  the  greatest 
Part  of  their  Country  then  we  should  still  have  had  the  Interest  of  the  Western 
&  southern  Indians,  which  I  fear  is  now  lost,  from  my  giving  my  Opinion  so  freely 
I  imagine  is  the  Reason  the  Governor  Puts  so  little  Confidence  in  me. 

“By  letters  from  Albany  of  the  6th  Ulto.  we  hear  that  the  Posts  are  to  be 
given  up  in  July  next  which  I  think  will  be  a  fatal  stroke  to  our  Indian  Interest  if 
Measures  more  Proper  than  What  have  passed  are  not  immediately  pursued,  the 
Event  will  shew  whether  I  am  right  or  not. 

“  I  have  been  duly  favoured  with  yours  of  the  5th  of  Jany  last  a  Postscript  of 
the  25th  together  with  the  Inclosures,  Vizt. 

G.O.  of  the  25th  Deer.  1794. 

Do.  of  the  26th  Deer.  1794. 

Do.  of  the  21st  Jany,  1795. 

also  the  order  appointing  Alexr. McKee  Esq.  Deputy  Superintendant  General 
&  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Indian  Affairs  in  Upper  &  Lower  Canada. 

“I  have  nothing  Particular  to  Advise  you  of  at  Present  as  the  Principal  Chiefs 
of  the  Six  nations  who  attended  the  Treaty  at  Canandargui  are  not  yet  Returned.  ” 
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FROM  JOSEPH  BRANT  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Grand  River,  March  5th,  1795. 

My  Dear  friend.  . 

I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  January  29th  Ult.  for  which  I  very  sincerely 
thank  you.  Before  the  Arrival  of  this  you  will  have  received  my  letter  dated  in 
February  last,  &  forwarded  by  Mr.  McKay,  which  with  the  copies  I  have  delivered 
to  your  Son,  and  which  he  has  undoubtedly  sent  to  you,  must  contain  every  in¬ 
formation  you  could  wish  respecting  the  result  of  the  Treaty  at  Canandarqui,  and 
of  the  Council  at  Buffaloe  Creek.  Of  Mr.  Pickering’s  conduct  in  general— of  his 
treatment  of  Government  and  its  officers  in  particular,  I  am  at  present  Silent. 

It  gives  me  satisfaction,  Sir,  that  you  “agree  with  me  in  many  of  my  senti¬ 
ments  respecting  the  past  and  present  situation  of  the  Indians.  ”  I  know  that  to 
complain  of  what  is  past  will  not  ensure  an  absolute  redress;  but  I  believe  it  may 
be  useful  to  reflect  upon  past  errors,  and  to  discuss  the  Malconduct  of  public 
Officers  whereby  important  injuries  have  been  done  to  the  Indians  provided  that 
by  such  discussion,  similar  injuries  arising  from  an  undue  encroachment  upon  or 
interference  in  the  Councils  of  the  Indians  may  be  prevented.  I  can’t  but  continue, 
Sir,  to  reflect  with  painful  sensations  upon  the  conduct  I  alluded  to  and  I  wish 
nothing  worse  to  any,  than  that  they  may  learn  their  duty  and  interest.  The  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  Deputy  Superintendt.  and  others  has  produced  the  consequences 
which  I  ever  expected,  as  I  have  before  written  you,  and  which  I  now  write,  per¬ 
haps  for  the  last  time;  and  against  which  I  have  seasonably  and  faithfully  re¬ 
monstrated. 

You  know  Sir,  it  has  been  my  constant  aim,  and  I  assure  you  I  shall  ever 
continue  to  use  my  best  exertions,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  Propriety,  that 
a  firm  union  may  take  Place  among  the  Indian  Nations;  And  Notwithstanding  the 
opposition  I  have  heretofore  met  with  and  the  inattention  to  my  most  hearty  and 
friendly  advice  in  some  important  cases,  I  say  notwithstanding  these  discourage¬ 
ments,  I  Shall  Still  Persevere  in  my  System  for  their  good.  As  to  the  depredations 
in  the  Indian  Department  I  have  nothing  to  say  only,  that  I  exceedingly  regret 
that  the  Indians  should  be  considered  as  an  enormous  expence  to  Government 
and  at  the  Same  time  be  wickedly  deprived  of  too  great  a  part  of  the  goods  &c., 
intended  for  their  benefit.  I  wish  however,  tho’  I  have  no  great  expectations,  that 
this  grievance  might  be  remedied  by  the  late  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Superin- 
tendant  General. 

I  am  happy  Sir  in  hearing  that  it  is  Probable  Sir  John  Johnson  will  be  out 
this  Spring;  and  I  beg  you  in  the  mean  time  to  favor  me  as  often  as  you  can  with 
the  News  of  the  day. 

I  am, 

My  Dear  Namesake,  &c. 

Joseph  Brant. 

Joseph  Chew,  Esqr. 

P.S.  The  time  spent  at  the  different  councils  and  Treaties  at  the  westward  and 
elsewhere,  and  the  depreciation  of  our  hunting  Grounds,  &c.,  have  so  far  reduced 
our  people  that  we  think  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  about  twenty  miles  of  our  land 
upon  the  Grand  River:— We  are  not  insensible  of  the  goodness  and  Bounties  of 
our  Father  the  King  but  unless  we  adopt  this  measure  many  of  our  people  will 
unavoidably  draw  off  and  reside  within  the  United  States,  where  much  larger 
provision  is  made  for  the  Six  nations  than  here. — If  we  succeed  in  this  plan  their 
residence  may  be  secured  here,  otherwise  not.  J.  B. 
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FROM  ALEXANDER  McKENZIE  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 


Report  of  Alexander  McKenzie  employed  in  the  Indian  Department  as 
Interpreter  &  Messenger  to  the  Poutawatamis  of  St.  Josephs  and  the  neighbouring 
villages. 

Having  left  Detroit  on  the  5th  of  Feby  last,  I  arrived  on  the  9th  at  the  House 
of  a  trader  named  Pepan  on  the  Kekalamasoe1  River  who  is  furnished  with  goods 
by  Geo.  McDougal  merchant  of  Detroit  where  I  found  Pepan  and  Baptist  Sans- 
craintS,  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  of  Detroit,  they  informed  me  they  had  just 
arrived  from  Fort  Wayne  &  that  the  only  news  there,  was  the  intention  of  the 
American  Army  to  come  to  Detroit  on  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the  Spring. 

I  prevailed  on  those  two  to  accompany  me  to  Kekalamasoe  in  hopes  that  I 
might  discover  the  whole  of  Sanscrainte ’s  business  in  this  part  of  the  Country. 

On  the  19th  we  reached  Mr.  Burrels,  where  I  met  an  Indian  Chief,  of  the 
Chippewas  called  the  Bad  Bird;  he  had  been  at  Fort  Grandville2  and  returned 
thither  with  Pepan  and  Sanscrainte ;  His  information  to  me  was  that  Williams3  & 
Zeans  with  a  few  Wyandots  from  Sandusky  were  with  Genl.  Wayne  when  he  was 
there  and  that  Williams  in  Council  spoke,  as  follows. 

“We  have  come  from  Sandusky  to  see  you  our  Brothers  and  to  give  you  our 
“hands  and  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  the  first  nation  of  the  Commanding  Nation 
“&  that  we  can  bring  all  the  other  Nations  here  to  make  a  general  peace  with  you, 
“we  have  come  to  remain  with  you  Brothers  &  you  will  point  out  to  us  a  place  to 
“sit  upon  until  you  rise  or  want  our  help.  We  will  send  for  all  the  other  nations 
“to  come  and  make  a  final  peace.  We  will  assist  you  against  the  English,  the 
“Governor  &  the  White  Elk4  or  any  forces  that  may  come  against  you,  or  any  of  the 
“nations  that  refuse  to  join  us.” 


TO  WHICH  GENL.  WAYNE  REPLIED, 

“BROTHERS; 

I  do  not  want  any  of  your  assistance,  all  I  want  of  you  is  peace  &  to  disperse 
“that  black  cloud  that  has  so  long  been  hanging  over  our  heads  and  to  make  the 

“roads  clear  &  white  which  have  so  long  been  bloody.” 

On  the  11th  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Kekalamasoe  &  went  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Burrel  where  Sanscrainte  after  having  drank  a  little  freely,  produced  the 
Speech  he  brought  from  Genl.  Wayne  to  the  Indians,  throughout  all  this  part  of 
the  Country,  which  was  an  invitation  to  all  the  Chiefs  &  W  arriors  to  meet  him 
at  Fort  Greenville  on  the  15th  of  June  next  where  he  hoped  to  establish  a  firm  & 
lasting  peace,  Sanscrainte  informed  me  also  that  he  was  employed  for  the  Umted 
States  at  two  dollars  per  day  and  that  Pepan  had  promised  Col.  Hamtramack 
at  Fort  Wayne  that  he  would  advance  any  thing,  Sanscrainte  might  want  on  acct. 
of  the  United  States. 

Sanscrainte  likewise  informed  me  that  his  instructions  were  to  go  to  all  the 
different  nations  &  hold  Councils  with  them  &  the  Bad  Bird,  but  finding  an  unusual 
fall  of  snow  they  have  determined  to  go  to  Mashkegon5  where  the  Indians  have  a 
general  rendez-vous  in  the  Spring  and  to  take  along  with  them  from  thence  to 
Fort  Wayne,  all  those  who  may  agree  to  go. 

1  Kalamazoo. 

2  Greenville. 

3  Isaac  Williams,  Jr. 

*  Colonel  McKee. 

5  Muskegon. 
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In  obedience  to  my  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  St.  Josephs  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  villages  and  found  that  none  of  the  Poutawatamis  had  gone  to  any  of  the  Forts 
except  three  or  four  insignificant  people  who  had  no  manner  of  influence  and  they 
appear  to  be  attached  as  firmly  as  ever  to  the  British  Government. 

Detroit,  5th  March,  1795. 

Alexr.  McKenzie. 

To  Alexr.  McKee,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Detroit. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Private.  London,  6th  March,  1795. 

Dear  Sir: 

After  considering  all  that  I  have  heard  and  seen  on  the  subject,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  the  common  and  popular  (not  official)  language  of  America,  relative  to  Great 
Britain,  manifested  such  a  disposition  as  to  create  serious  apprehensions  in  this 
country  that  we  should  join  with  the  French  in  the  war;  that  these  apprehensions 
gave  occasion  to  secret  designs,  calculated  on  such  an  event;  that  in  proportion  as 
your  views  and  counsels  became  developed,  these  apprehensions  gradually  sub¬ 
sided;  that  my  mission  was  regarded  as  a  strong  proof  of  your  desire  to  preserve 
peace,  and  that  the  perfect  and  universal  confidence  reposed  in  your  personal 
character  excluded  every  doubt  of  your  being  sincere ;  and  that  this  government  is 
not  yet  entirely  convinced  that  a  pacific  and  conciliatory  system  will  be  supported 
by  the  inclination  and  correspondent  conduct  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
Various  circumstances,  however,  induce  me  to  believe,  that  the  Cabinet  ultimately 
determined  to  give  conciliation  a  fair  experiment,  by  doing  us  substantial  justice 
and  by  consenting  to  such  arrangements  favourable  to  us,  as  the  national  interests 
and  habitual  prejudices  would  admit.  To  relax  the  navigation  act  was  to  alarm 
these  prejudices,  and  therefore  was  a  measure  which  required  caution  and  cir¬ 
cumspection,  especially  in  the  first  instance.  To  break  the  ice  was  the  difficulty. 
To  enlarge  the  aperture  afterward  would  be  more  easy;  and  it  will  probably  be  done, 
if  we  should  be  reasonably  temperate  and  prudent.  To  admit  us  into  their  East 
and  West  India  dominions,  and  into  all  their  continental  American  territories, 
under  any  modifications,  were  decided  deviations  from  their  former  policy,  and 
tended  to  shock  ancient  prejudices.  Yet  these  things  have  been  done.  None 
but  a  strong  administration  would  have  ventured  it.  These  are  offerings  to  con¬ 
ciliation,  and  include,  though  not  confessedly,  satisfaction  to  our  claims  of  justice. 

What  passed  at  Paris  on  Mr.  Monroe’s  arrival,  I  am  persuaded  made  a  strong 
and  disagreeable  impression;  and  had  not  your  private  character  prevented  those 
transactions  from  being  imputable  in  any  degree  to  your  orders,  I  do  believe  that 
the  system  of  conciliation  would  have  been  instantly  abandoned. 

What  would  have  succeeded  it  cannot  be  easily  conjectured;  certainly  no 
treaty  so  favourable  to  us  as  the  present  would  then  have  been  attainable.  What¬ 
ever  the  American  opinion  of  it  may  prove  to  be,  the  administration  here  think  it 
very  friendly  to  us;  and  that  it  could  not  in  the  present  moment  have  been  made 
more  so,  without  exciting  great  discontent  and  uneasiness  in  this  country. 

The  present  situation  of  Great  Britain  may  to  us  and  others  appear  to  be 
perilous,  but  the  ministry  seem  to  have  no  such  fears.  They  have  been  uniformly 
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bent  on  prosecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  and  since  my  arrival  I  have  observed  no 
change  in  that  resolution.  Even  a  distinguished  leader  in  the  opposition  lately 
told  me  that  the  French  could  not  possibly  injure  the  vitals  of  this  country.  Let 
it  be  infatuation  or  what  it  will,  the  government  and  the  great  majority  of  this 
nation  meant  and  mean  to  continue  the  war.  I  will  mention  one  striking  anecdote. 

You  have  doubtless  heard  that  the  merchants  concerned  in  the  American 
trade  gave  me  a  dinner.  The  principal  Cabinet  Ministers  were  present,  and  about 
two  hundred  merchants.  Many  toasts  were  given.  When  “The  President  of  the 
United  States”  was  given,  it  was  proposed  to  be  with  three  cheers,  but  they  were 
prolonged  (as  if  by  preconcert,  but  evidently  not  so)  to  six.  Several  other  toasts 
passed  with  great  acclamation,  particularly  “The  wooden  walls  of  Old  England.” 
Almost  every  toast  referable  to  America,  and  manifesting  a  desire  of  conciliation 
and  cordiality,  met  with  general  and  strong  marks  of  approbation.  Towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  feast,  I  was  asked  for  a  toast.  I  gave  a  neutral  one,  viz.,  “A 
safe  and  honourable  peace  to  all  the  belligerent  powers.”  You  cannot  conceive 
how  coldly  it  was  received,  and  though  civility  induced  them  to  give  it  three 
cheers,  yet  they  were  so  faint  and  single  as  most  decidedly  to  show  that  peace  was 
not  the  thing  they  wished, — these  were  merchants.  Mr.  Pinckney  was  struck  as 
forcibly  by  it  as  I  was;  and  we  both  drew  the  same  conclusions  from  it. 

Except  an  inconsiderable  number,  the  men  of  rank  and  property,  and  all 
whom  they  can  influence  throughout  the  kingdom,  think  the  war  is  indispensable 
to  their  safety.  The  dread  of  Jacobin  politics  and  Jacobin  scenes,  and  the  ex¬ 
pectation  that  the  pecuniary  resources  of  this  country  will  ultimately  render  them 
superior  in  the  contest,  appear  to  be  their  prevailing  motives . 


I  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  king,  the  Cabinet  and  nation  were 
never  more  unanimous  in  any  system  than  in  that  of  conciliation  with  us;  even 
Lord  Hawkesbury  does  not  oppose  it.  If  it  should  not  succeed,  they  will  naturally 
pass  like  a  pendulum  to  the  other  extreme. 

This  system  rests  principally  on  their  confidence  in  the  uprightness,  in¬ 
dependence,  and  wisdom  of  your  conduct.  No  other  man  enjoys  so  completely 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  this  nation  as  you  do;  nor,  except  the  king,  is  any 
one  so  popular.  The  idea  which  everywhere  prevails  is,  that  the  quarrel  between 
Britain  and  America  was  a  family  quarrel,  and  that  it  is  time  it  should  be  made 
up.  For  my  part,  I  am  for  making  it  up,  and  for  cherishing  this  disposition  on  their 
part  by  justice,  benevolence,  and  good  manners  on  ours.  To  cast  ourselves  into 
the  arms  of  this  or  any  other  nation  would  be  degrading,  injurious,  and  puerile; 
nor,  in  my  opinion,  ought  we  to  have  any  political  connection  with  any  foreign 
power. 

Before  I  came  here,  I  had  no  idea  that  the  king  was  so  popular  as  he  is;  his 
reign  having  been  marked  by  national  calamities  produced  by  reprehensible 
measures.  But  his  popularity  is  owing  to  his  private  rather  than  his  official 
character.  As  a  man,  there  is  much  in  him  to  commend;  and  I  have  not  heard  any 
vice  imputed  to  him.  As  a  domestic  man,  affectionate  and  attentive  to  his  queen 
and  children,  and  affable  to  all  about  him,  he  is  universally  esteemed.  Few 
men  are  so  punctual  in  all  things.  He  patronizes  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  pays 
uncommon  attention  to  agriculture,  and  delights  in  his  farms.  He  lays  out  about 
ten  thousand  pounds  a  year  in  improving  and  embellishing  the  royal  estates. 
He  is  industrious,  sober,  and  temperate,  and  has  acquired  much  various  knowledge 
and  information.  He  converses  with  ease,  and  often  with  adroitness,  and  has  an 
uncommon  memory;  they  who  ought  to  know  him  concur  in  these  accounts.  That 
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he  is  a  great  and  a  wise  king,  I  have  not  heard  asserted.  That  he  does  (to  use 
a  vulgar  expression)  as  well  as  he  knows  how,  seems  not  to  be  doubted;  but  yet 
some  say  that  he  occasionally  is  cunning  instead  of  being  wise.  I  have  heard  him 
described  as  being  a  great  man  in  little  things,  and  as  being  generally  well-inten¬ 
tioned,  pertinacious,  and  persevering. 


(Correspondence  and  Public  Papers  of  John  Jay,  Vol.  IV.  pp.  162-9.) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  44.  Kingston,  March  8th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  No.  30  of  the  19th  of  Feby. 

I  was  led  into  the  mistake  of  his  always  keeping  the  key  of  the  Stores,  and 
Colonel  Butler  speaking  of  him  to  me  as  such  and  from  the  Custom  which  generally 
prohibits  the  Issuer  from  having  any  charge  of  the  Stores,  and  not  understanding 
that  Mr.  Sheehan  was  qualified  by  his  knowledge  of  the  Indian  language  for  an 
Interpreter. 

On  his  return  from  the  States,  I  applied  for  an  explanation  of  the  deficiency 
from  him  which  has  not  yet  been  given,  and  which,  I  presume,  will  now  be  more 
properly  required  by  Colonel  McKee. 

I  cannot  but  in  all  respects  consider  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Chew  as  neces¬ 
sary,  and  meant  on  Mr.  Sheehan’s  return,  could  he  not  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  deficiency,  to  have  offered  this  measure  to  Your  Lordship,  but  I  certainly, 
though  it  should  appear  mistakenly,  supposed  Mr.  Chew  to  supercede  Mr.  Sheehan, 
who,  authorized  or  not,  had  officiated  in  the  capacity  of  Storekeeper.  I  also 
thought  it  proper  to  discontinue  Mr.  Sheehan,  on  account  of  his  indolence,  from 
officiating  in  his  Civil  Posts. 

I  am  far  from  supposing  that  the  claims  and  complaints  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
Indians  are  well  founded.  I  am  sorry  they  are  so  general,  and  hope  that  measures 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  that  the  Inhabitants  augur  from  their  pro¬ 
bability  of  combination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  47.  Kingston,  March  9th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

In  compliance  with  my  intimation  of  the  30th  of  January,  I  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  stating  some  of  the  many  Reasons  to  Your  Lordship  which  induce  me 
to  maintain  that  the  present  Department  for  the  Superintendancy  of  the  Indian 
Nations  is  insufficient  and  inexpedient;  and  that  it  requires,  without  loss  of  time, 
the  most  complete  Reformation. 
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The  Alteration  recently  made  on  great,  and  wise,  and  necessary  Principles, 
in  the  nature  of  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  establishing  the  British  Con¬ 
stitution  in  all  its  forms  and  faculties  in  the  Province,  seems  of  course  to  imply 
that  suitable  Provisions  must  take  place  to  give  due  countenance  and  influence 
in  the  administration  of  Public  Affairs  to  the  several  Branches  of  the  Legislature 
into  which  British  Wisdom  has  constitutionally  and  distinctly  seperated  British 
Power. 

The  Representative  of  the  Sovereign  must  be  endued  with  sufficient  means 
to  uphold  the  Executive  part  of  the  Government  and  those  Bodies,  who  represent 
themselves  and  the  People,  ought  not  to  admit,  and  will  not,  Your  Lordship  may 
be  assured,  a  greater  share  of  Military  power  to  narrow  their  duties  and  interfere 
in  their  Operations,  than  what  the  British  Constitution  allows,  or  the  necessity 
of  the  case  may  for  the  present  justify. 

To  apply  these  Facts  to  the  existing  state  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada, 
It  is  obvious,  that  the  Representative  of  the  Sovereign,  in  particular,  cannot  be 
deprived  of  any  power  naturally  incident  to  his  Station,  under  any  pretext  what¬ 
soever,  without  a  proportional  diminution  in  the  Eyes  of  those  who  are  entrusted 
to  his  Government  of  that  Ascendancy  and  Weight  which  is  most  necessary  for 
their  own  preservation,  not  less  so  to  the  support  of  the  King’s  Authority,  and, 
probably,  requisite  to  strengthen  the  connexion  of  the  Province  with  the  Empire 
of  which  it  forms  a  part; — and  it  is  apparent  in  the  infant  state  of  this  Province, 
that  this  necessary  influence,  weight,  or  ascendancy,  is  not  at  present  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  thro’  any  of  those  means  of 
Patronage,  or  offices  of  interest  or  emolument,  which  formerly  abounded  in  the 
British  Provinces  of  America,  and  in  the  natural  progress  of  Society,  will  here¬ 
after  strengthen  the  Executive  Government  of  this  Province;  but  the  sole  means 
by  which  He  can  maintain  the  Authority  necessary  for  his  Constitutional  Station, 
must  depend  at  this  most  critical  Period,  on  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  duties  He 
has  to  execute  or  result  from  the  plain  and  unsupported  Semblance  of  his  being 
the  Representative  of  the  Royal  Authority. 

If  it  has  been  thought  expedient  that  the  Person,  who  is  appointed  by  His 
Majesty  for  the  important  purpose  of  governing  this  infant  Province,  should  also 
be  the  Commandant  of  his  Forces  therein,  it  must  doubtless  be  thereby  intended 
among  other  Reasons,  which  now  most  happily  seem  of  less  importance,  to  support 
and  increase  his  influence ;  and  of  consequence  it  appears  to  be  unnecessary  that 
any  Establishment  administered  by  Military  Authority,  under  the  pretext  of  being 
solely  amenable  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  should  be  withdrawn  from  every 
degree  of  intermediate  responsibility  to  Him,  either  as  commanding  in  Upper 
Canada  or  as  the  King’s  Representative  in  the  province,  but  when  the  magnitude 
of  the  Indian  Affairs  are  duly  weighed,  their  various  relations  and  connexions,  their 
new  and  menacing  Aspect,  and  that  Peace  may  be  preserved,  or  War  accelerated 
by  the  due  management  or  mismanagement  of  these  Nations.  The  simple  Con¬ 
sideration  of  such  important  Objects  demands,  and  would  alone  make  me,  My 
Lord,  require  as  administering  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  Those  alterations 
to  be  made  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Indian  department  which  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  in  his  letter  to  Your  Lordship,  No.  1,  mentions  to  be  determined  upon  in 
the  new  Commission  to  be  issued  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  which  I  presume  has 
taken  place — It  is  not  the  Genius  of  the  British  Constitution,  nor  can  it  be  the 
wish  of  his  Majesty’s  Confidential  Servants,  that  in  my  responsible  Station  I 
should  stand  upon  unsure  and  unsafe  grounds — To  talk  of  Your  Lordship’s  per¬ 
sonally  directing  the  Indian  Affairs  beyond  general  and  common  regulations,  when 
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you  reside  at  Quebec,  is  out  of  the  Question;  The  most  important  Concerns  must 
be  transacted  through  the  interposition  of  some  Officer  upon  the  Spot,  subordinate 
to  Your  Lordship,  or  not,  as  may  be  just  and  effectual — And  I  must  be  that  inter¬ 
mediate  Person,  whether  in  a  Military  or  civil  Capacity  it  matters  not  to  me — 
But  it  is  obvious  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  must  have  from  some  source  or 
other  a  Power  commensurate  with  his  Responsibility,  and  that  may  enable  Him 
to  carry  into  effect  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  publick  Service, 
whether  they  be  confined  to  the  interior  management  of  the  Government,  or  relate 
to  any  intercourse  with  foreign  Nations. 

If  the  Indians  be  contemplated  seperately,  or  as  connected  with  the  United 
States,  an  Attention  to  their  Affairs  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  becomes  a 
matter  of  great  and  increasing  necessity. 

Nor  will  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  have  immaterial  offices  to 
exercise  in  relation  to  the  Indian  Nations. 

The  present  system  of  the  Indian  Department,  is  the  subject  of  much  obloquy, 
and  is  very  unpopular  in  the  Province,  and  this  arises,  among  other  reasons,  not 
only  from  the  real  or  supposed  Peculation  of  some  of  its  Members,  dilated  upon 
with  sufficient  malignity,  but  also,  from  the  idea  which  many  respectable  People 
entertain,  that  the  Disputes  and  War  between  the  Indians  and  United  States  have 
been  fomented  and  supported  by  Persons  in  the  Department,  not  on  public,  but 
personal  motives ;  and  beyond  the  Orders  or  intentions  of  Government. 

These  Sentiments,  whether  they  be  well  grounded  or  not,  have  their  Influence; 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  may  occasion  the  Legislature  to  look  with  diffidence 
and  suspicion  upon  any  future  exemption  of  those  who  direct  this  Department 
from  the  controul  of  the  King’s  Representative — It  is  evident  that  any  other 
controul  than  that  which  arises  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  transactions 
of  this  Office  in  the  detail  as  they  respect  the  Savages,  is  nothing  but  a  dead  Letter, 
or  a  mere  display  of  Words. 

The  Members  of  the  Legislature  therefore,  as  well  as  the  People  of  the  Province 
will  not  see  with  sincere  satisfaction  and  confidence  the  Lives  and  properties  of 
themselves  and  of  their  families  at  this  momentous  period,  dependant  on  the  dis¬ 
cretionary  Conduct  of  the  Indian  Department. 

The  Legislature  also,  can  alone  prevent  improper  Encroachments  being  made 
upon  the  Lands  of  the  Indians:  It  can  alone  regulate  the  Traders,  and  prevent 
their  Vices  from  being  materially  injurious  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Province;  and  it 
will  in  all  probability  exert  its  authority,  as  seems  most  just,  to  effect  these  popular 
objects — 

the  Legislature  alone  can  give  due  efficacy  to  those  General  Principles  of 
Policy  which  his  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  adopt  in  respect  to  the  Indians;  and 
which  the  Lieutenant  Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Government  of  Upper 
Canada,  the  Confidential  Servant  of  the  Crown  in  the  Province,  can  alone  carry 
into  execution  with  safety,  vigilance  and  promptitude — He  also,  by  his  influence 
with  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  must  temper  and  guide  to  the  public 
Interest  every  important  Law  to  which  the  new  State  of  the  execution  of  the  Treaty 
of  1783  may  give  birth,  or  which  shall  arise  from  time  to  time,  in  consequence  of 
any  pressing  event. 

An  intimate  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Indian 
Affairs  will  materially  facilitate  the  proper  execution  of  these  Duties,  and  without 
doubt  He  will  obtain  Universal  Influence  in  all  these  Points,  and  sufficient  confidence 
will  be  reposed  in  Him  by  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  when  they  shall 
see;  that  He  is  furnished  with  ample  means  of  information. 
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It  is  therefore  among  other  material  Reasons  that  adverting  to  the  Security 
of  the  Peace  of  this  Province  and  therein  of  the  British  Empire,  and  to  the  necessity 
of  forming  a  proper  and  just  system  for  cultivating  the  affections  of  the  Indians 
and  giving  permanency  to  what  is  now  precarious  and  illusory  that  I  have  stated 
to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  “It  appears  to  me  advisable  that  the  Indian  Depart¬ 
ment  should  remain  as  at  present  under  the  supreme  controul  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  or  Governor  General,  that  Colonel  McKee,  the  efficient  deputy  Super- 
intendant,  should  be  added  to  the  Council  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada, 
That  the  Lieutenant  Governor  or  Person  administering  the  Government,  in 
Council,  should  watch  over  the  various  concerns  of  the  Indian  Nations,  regulate 
the  expences,  and  superintend  the  delivery  of  the  annual  presents;  that  these 
presents  should  be  delivered  at  stated  times,  generally,  if  possible,  to  all  the  Indian 
Nations — That  as  soon  as  conveniently  it  can  be  executed,  a  Council  House  should 
be  erected  for  this  purpose  at  the  proposed  seat  of  Government,  London,  par¬ 
ticularly  adapted  as  central  to  the  Indian  Nations;  that  there  the  Indians  should 
be  assembled  to  receive  their  regular  presents,  with  all  due  form  and  Solemnity 
under  His  Majesty’s  Picture  or  Statue;  that  they  may  be  taught  to  repose  in 
security  on  their  Great  Father  consider  Him  and  not  his  Officers  or  Agents  as  their 
benevolent  Benefactor. — That  to  this  fire-place,  a  deputation  of  all  their  Chiefs 
should  be  annually  invited  to  resort,  to  reconcile  their  respective  differences,  to 
receive  advice,  and  to  renew  their  friendship  with  the  King’s  People;  that  by 
placing  the  administration  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Indians  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  in  the  room  of  the  Superintendant,  and  Officer  Commanding  the 
Troops,  it  is  evident  an  uniform  system  would  be  adopted,  and  that  policy  which  is 
now  casual  and  fluctuating,  would  become  permanent  as  possible;  not  depending 
on  the  life  or  removal  of  one  Man;  on  the  employment  of  the  Officers,  or  the  death 
of  the  Agent;  but  an  adequate  knowledge  would  be  acquired  of  all  the  Indian 
transactions;  and  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  this  Subject,  (of 
which  Mr.  McKee  should  be  the  President),  would  offer  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers, 
the  best  sources  of  information,  the  means  of  regulating  the  Public  expenditure 
in  this  important  office,  and  of  applying  it  with  the  best  possible  effect.” 

“That  the  Council  of  this  Country,  it  is  obvious,  will  have  every  interest  to 
fulfill  the  King’s  benevolence  to  the  Savages  They  will  themselves  acquire  a 
certain  influence  and  weight  with  the  Chiefs  and  always  be  able  to  recommend 
proper  Agents,  Interpreters,  and  Subordinate  Officers;  a  Species  of  Men  of  the 
greatest  importance,  but  which  are  hourly  growing  more  scarce  from  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  the  Indian  trade  having  undergone  a  material  alteration  in  its  extent, 
and  in  particular  as  the  Prisoners  who  are  adopted  by  the  Indian  Nations — and  by 
that  mode  gain  the  means  of  acquiring  an  interest  in  their  affections,  and  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  their  language,  are  now  entirely  composed  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  British  Colonies ;  of  Persons,  who  consequently  will  promote 
the  interests  of  their  native  Country.” 

Such  is  the  outline,  My  Lord,  which  I  have  stated  to  the  consideration  of  his 
Majesty’s  Ministers  in  respect  to  that  Branch  of  the  Superintendancy  of  the 
Indian  Nations  wdiich  principally  affects  this  Province,  and  such  alterations,  as  in 
my  judgment  may  be  carried  into  execution  without  difficulty  and  to  the  public 
advantage. 

It  seems  proper  that  to  these  Observations  I  should  offer  to  your  Lordship, 
more  at  large,  such  additions  as  may  elucidate  the  detail  of  the  Subject. 

The  advantages  which  the  Place  I  have  proposed  (and  which  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  his  Majesty’s  Ministers)  for  the  site  of  the  Capital  of  Upper  Canada 
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offers  to  the  King’s  Government,  as  They  concern  the  Indian  Nations,  for  the 
sake  of  perspicuity,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  as  They  apply  to  the 
Savages  within  the  boundary  of  the  Treaty  of  1783,  and  as  they  ultimately  affect 
those  Nations  who  should  be  without  that  line  of  demarcation. 

In  respect  to  those  Nations  within  the  boundary  line,  and  bordering  on  the 
inhabited  pale  of  Upper  Canada — They  may  be  principally  included  as  part  of 
three  distinct  Nations  the  Chippewas,  (of  whom  the  Messissaguas  are  a  tribe), 
and  the  Western  Confederacy,  a  small  part  of  which  now  reside  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  to  the  whole  of  whom  agreeably  to  my  letter  to  your  Lordship  of  the  18th  of 
December  1794  Colonel  McKee  has  offered  a  Settlement  within  the  King’s  pur¬ 
chases  on  the  Chanail  Ecarte,  upon  the  principles  therein  explained. 

The  Council  fire  of  his  Majesty  regarding  the  Six  Nations  is  now  at  Niagara, 
and  that  of  the  Western  Indians  at  Detroit;  If  possible,  before  these  places  shall 
be  evacuated,  I  wish  that  the  Council  fire  of  the  Six  Nations  with  all  possible 
Solemnity  should  be  transferred  to  the  proposed  Capital;  such  a  Solemnity  was 
performed,  as  I  understand,  when  formerly  it  was  removed  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson’s 
House  on  the  Mohawk  river,  and  I  presume  the  form  may  be  met  with  in  the 
Archives  of  the  Indian  Department,  it  scarcely  having  happened  in  the  memory 
of  the  Indians  now  guiding  their  Councils,  or  possibly  any  of  the  King’s  Subjects 
as  assistant  thereto,  unless  it  be  Colonel  Butler,  who  has  great  influence  among 
those  people,  and  certainly  a  knowledge  of  their  Customs,  which  may  be  of  present 
importance. 

To  this  Council  Fire,  I  should  also  wish  that  established  at  Detroit  to  be 
assembled,  with  such  ceremonies,  as  may  revive  among  the  Indians  in  that  quarter, 
whatsoever  ancient  forms  and  usages  they  may  be  attached  to,  or  may  stamp  upon 
their  minds  such  new  Impressions,  as  the  Solemnity  of  the  occasion  may  render  it 
proper  for  their  common  good  and  the  King’s  benefit,  should  at  present  be  incul¬ 
cated,  and  held  in  future  remembrance. 

Thither  also  should  the  Chippewas  and  Messissaguas  be  invited,  and  the 
Council  Fire,  as  the  general  place  of  resort  of  all  the  Indian  Nations  from  the 
Mohawks  on  the  Bay  of  Quinte  or  possibly  the  Messissaguas  at  Kingston,  to  the 
straits  of  Detroit,  and  beyond  it,  should  be  firmly  established ;  and  all  the  Nations 
should  be  bound  in  one  covenant,  and  be  taught  to  consider,  (in  the  absence  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  or  Governor  General),  the  King’s  Lieutenant  Governor,  the 
Representative  of  their  Common  Father.  A  Council  House  should  be  built  with 
all  possible  speed,  and  it  should  be  suitably  decorated  with  the  Emblems  and 
Ensigns  of  the  different  Nations;  and  thither  should  their  Chiefs  be  invited  annually 
to  assemble,  (and  on  particular  events  at  proper  seasons),  for  the  Purposes  hereto¬ 
fore  specified,  and  to  receive  their  annual  presents,  or  such  orders  as  may  be  given 
them  for  obtaining  them  at  more  convenient  places. 

This  great  and  annual  meeting  should  be  conducted  with  the  most  impressive 
Ceremony ;  Troops  should  be  assembled,  either  purposely,  or  in  consequence  of  the 
general  Relief,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  should  attend  with  all  the 
Officers  Civil  and  Military. 

In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  essential  guidance  which  the  King’s  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  the  Council,  who  are  constitutionally  responsible  for  the  protection 
and  welfare  of  the  King’s  Subjects  in  this  Province,  must  have  and  must  exercise 
in  all  Indian  Affairs,  now  about  to  be  so  materially  interwoven  and  connected 
with  the  United  States,  and  which  under  the  pressure  of  particular  circumstances 
calls  for  all  their  vigilance  and  attention  on  the  Spot,  and  to  erect  a  system,  not 
fluctuating,  but  permanent,  and  which  may  suffer  as  little  as  possible  from  the 
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changes  of  Men,  It  has  been  proposed  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council 
of  the  Country  to  whom  his  Majesty  has  confided  its  Government,  and  not  to  the 
inferior  office  of  Superintendant  General,  should  be  entrusted  the  total  supervision 
of  the  Indian  Nations,  as  far  as  concerns  that  management  and  those  relations, 
which  are  necessary  to  prevent  or  provide  against  their  Hostility,  or  alienation 
from  his  Majesty’s  Interests — and  in  order  to  acquire  a  due  knowledge  of  the 
Policy,  the  inclinations  and  prejudices  of  the  Indian  Nations,  It  appears  most 
requisite  that  the  Superintendant  General,  or  Deputy  best  acquainted  with  the 
various  Indian  Nations,  should  be  added  to  his  Majesty’s  Council  and  have  a  seat 
at  the  Board,  presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  all  transactions 
in  which  the  Indian  Nations  shall  be  concerned. 

This  Superintendant,  or  rather  Deputy,  might  have  part  of  his  Salary  ex 
officio  as  of  the  Council,  that  of  the  Deputy  ought  to  be  augmented;  Colonel  Mc¬ 
Kee  would  be  the  most  proper  person  to  be  admitted  into  the  King’s  Council,  and 
it  appears  to  me  at  present  of  great  importance  that  Colonel  Butler,  whose  well 
known  influence  with  the  Six  Nations  is  universally  acknowledged,  to  have  been 
of  the  utmost  consequence  in  the  late  War,  should  also  have  a  seat  at  the  Council, 
and  possibly  enjoy  his  present  Salary  for  Life;  as  a  compensation  for  former  Loyalty 
and  Service,  without  any  future  interference  in  the  detail  of  distributing  the  presents, 
to  which  He  appears  from  his  state  of  Health,  not  to  be  able  with  due  vigilance  to 
attend. — But  his  long  experience  in  Indian  Affairs  and  Loyalty  render  his  Opinions 
at  the  present  crisis  an  object  of  great  consideration. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  should  be  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  case  may  require,  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  all 
details  by  the  deputy  Superintendant  to  the  Superintendant  General  for  his  in¬ 
formation. 

It  seems  proper  that  the  Presents  and  Pensions  which  are  constantly  once  a 
year  given  to  certain  Indians,  and  to  the  Women  and  Children,  should  be  regulated 
by  a  List,  and  delivered  to  them  as  annual  Donations,  and  of  Right,  agreeably  to 
the  Custom  of  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  and  what  Sir  John  Johnson,  I  understand, 
recommended  to  Major  General  Clarke,  on  his  going  to  England,  upon  leave  of 
absence. 

This  plan  is  peculiarly  necessary  to  be  adopted  in  respect  to  the  Grand  River 
Indians;  both  to  ascertain  their  several  claims  and  to  prevent  improper  influence 
and  dependance  on  their  Chiefs,  and  particularly  on  Brant,  who  always  aims  to 
appear  to  them,  to  be  the  distributor  of  the  King’s  bounty. 

It  would  also  be  of  evident  public  utility,  should  the  Magistrates  of  those 
parts  of  the  Province  where  the  Indian  presents  are  distributed  attend  at  their 
delivery;  their  permanent  situation,  their  Interest  and  personal  knowledge  of  the 
Indians  in  their  vicinity,  would  render  their  presence  together  with  the  Military 
Officers  a  real  check  against  fraud  or  abuses  and  would  probably  add  to  the  Security 
and  peace  of  the  King’s  Subjects  by  shewing  to  the  Savages  those  Magistrates 
the  constant  Witnesses  of  their  general  behaviour,  as  in  some  measure  vested  with 
authority  in  the  distribution  of  the  public  bounty. 

In  regard  to  the  Indians  without  the  boundary  of  1783,  It  is  apparent  that  the 
Indians  who  visit  Detroit  in  their  Canoes  from  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan, 
may  with  equal  ease  by  keeping  the  eastern  instead  of  the  Western  shore  of  the 
Lake  Sinclair,  ascend  the  River  Thames  to  Chatham,  &c.,  and  probably  by  proper 
exertions  of  the  Merchants  added  to  the  influence  of  the  King’s  Government,  may 
be  preserved  from  becoming  the  property  of  the  United  States,  whensoever  they 
shall  possess  Detroit,  and  of  their  ready  instruments,  the  French  Canadians. 
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In  the  present  state  of  Affairs,  it  seems  that  the  welfare  of  this  Province 
requires  the  lessening  of  the  Interest  which  the  Canadians  of  Detroit  possess  in  the 
affections  of  the  Indians,  as  far  as  possible,  and  rather  of  the  two,  to  throw  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  Subjects  of  the  United  States;  for  this  purpose,  the  settlements 
on  the  River  Thames,  and  in  particular,  that  at  Chatham,  may  be  of  great  con¬ 
sequence. —  .  . 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  the  Commerce  which  the  Umted  States  will  carry 
on  with  the  Indians  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Detroit,  will  not  revert  to  that  Post, 
should  the  British  Merchants  intercept  by  the  Lake  Huron  and  the  Thames,  the 
Commerce  to  the  Westward  of  that  Place,  Detroit  would  soon  be  reduced  to  be  a 
place  of  very  little  importance. 

I  have  thus,  My  Lord,  endeavoured  to  throw  together  my  Ideas  of  a  regular 
system.  The  very  execution  of  its  details,  as  appears  by  the  orders  of  Your  Lord- 
ship  now  before  me,  and  by  the  general  opinion  of  all  classes  of  Men  in  this  Province 
requires  considerable  alteration;  the  Erection  of  Upper  Canada  into  a  free  Govern¬ 
ment,  render  in  my  opinion  its  continuance  on  the  present  footing  totally  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  Public  Interest,  and  with  the  public  Duty  of  those  whose  Office 
it  is  to  administer  it;  and  should  it  be  suffered  to  continue,  it  would  hourly  unfold 
and  exhibit  a  striking  example  of  the  inconvenience  of  those  Systems  which  exist 
on  the  baseless  fabric  of  Effects  after  the  causes  from  which  they  have  originated 
have  been  long  antiquated  and  done  away. 

I  transmit  this  present  statement  to  Your  Lordship  under  a  strong  sense,  that 
Ifshould  betray  my  public  trust,  did  I  not  openly  avow  my  Ideas  of  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  continuing  the  Superintendancy  of  the  Indian  Affairs,  on  its  present 
footing,  as  It  regards  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  I  shall  therefore  by  en¬ 
closing  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  the  most  Solemn 
manner  represent  the  dangers  of  a  system  which  in  my  Judgment,  is  injurious  to 
thelKing’s  Service,  and  inadequate  to  any  good  purpose  which  may  be  expected 
from  it. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  an  Establishment  not  only  incompetent  and  dangerous  as 
far  as  concerns  foreign  Nations;  but  to  be  too  extensive  in  its  Objects,  and  of  too 
great  a  magnitude  as  it  respects  the  internal  Affairs  of  this  Province,  to  be  for  a 
moment  admitted  to  stand  upon  any  footing  whatsoever,  seperate  and  Independent 
of  the  controul  or  Superintendance,  of  the  Person  in  whom  His  Majesty  shall  be 
pleased  to  confide  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada. 

I  therefore,  if  it  shall  continue  on  its  present  Independent  Footing,  declare, 
that  I  consider  the  Power  and  Authority  of  my  Station,  requisite  for  the  good 
Government  and  internal  Welfare  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  to  be  materi¬ 
ally  and  unnecessarily  weakened;  but  more  especially  should  I  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  this  insecure  situation,  I  beg  not  to  be  understood,  as  responsible  for  the 
Continuance  of  Peace,  with  the  Indian  Nations,  and  as  far  as  their  Interests  are 
implicated  and  interwoven  with  the  Subjects  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 

Endorsed: —  — A. —  In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe’ s  of  17th  March  1795. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall, 
March  15,  1795. 

When  the  last  vessel  which  arrived  here  from  New  York  left  that  place, 
intelligence  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  had  been  received.  No  letters  by  that 
vessel  have  as  yet  come  to  my  hands.  I  therefore  presume  she  did  not  bring  any 
for  me.  I  cannot  find  that  the  treaty  had  then  arrived. 

All  the  vessels  bound  from  hence  to  New  York  have  sailed  except  one,  winch 
will  be  ready  early  in  April ;  and  I  purpose  to  return  in  her,  unless  some  unexpected 
circumstance  should  occur  to  prevent  me.  As  that  may  possibly,  though  not 
probably  be  the  case,  I  think  it  best  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  for  the  present;  but 
the  attention  due  from  me  to  your  Lordship  induces  me  to  apprize  you  of  it. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  34.) 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No  4§<  Kingston,  March  15th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  various  communications  from  Niagara  and 
Detroit  which  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  13th  of  March. 

I  am  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  speech  made  by  Egushwa  to  Lieutenant 
Givens  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  (a  young  man  recommended  by  Governor  Hamil¬ 
ton),  in  return  to  some  civilities  which  that  Gentleman  paid  this  Chieftain,  as  it 
elucidates  the  expectation  of  the  Indian  Nations  to  receive  an  Answer  from  your 
Lordship  to  the  Speech  they  made  in  Council  at  Brownstown  the  11th  of  October, 
1794,  of  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  Letter  No.  26  of  the 
24th  of  that  month,  and  which  I  transmitted  on  the  19th  of  last  December. 

I  also  send  a  Copy  to  your  Lordship  of  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Cooper  of  the 

Engineers  to  me.  .  .  . 

Your  Lordship  being  now  fully  apprized  of  the  situation  of  Affairs  m  the 
Country,  of  the  Opinions  of  Colonel  England  and  Mr.  McKee,  of  the  state  of  the 
Fort  on  the  Miamis,  and  of  my  orders  to  the  Garrison  to  fire  on  any  parties  who 
shall  approach  it,  I  have  nothing  but  to  wait  for  such  orders  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  give  under  the  present  circumstances. 

I  also  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  accounts  as  transmitted  by  Lieutenant 
Pilkington  of  the  Services  executed  at  the  Miamis.  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of 
their  accuracy,  but  as  I  apprehend  your  Lordship’s  order  of  the  21st  of  January 
renders  it  not  proper  for  me  to  add  my  signature,  I  have  solely  on  that  considera¬ 
tion  withheld  it.  .  „  . 

I  enclose  several  Reports  of  the  Journals  of  the  armed  Vessels  on  Lake  Brie. 
I  likewise  transmit  the  Reports  of  Colonel  England  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith 
from  the  different  departments  of  Niagara  and  Detroit  relative  to  the  mode  of 

payment.  . 

I  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  communications  made  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Smith 

of  a  Council  held  between  Colonel  Butler  and  the  Indians  of  the  Grand  River 
to  elucidate  this  Subject  I  enclose  a  Copy  of  Brigade  Major  Littlehale  s  letter  to 
Colonel  Butler,  relative  to  his  bringing  to  York  such  presents  as  might  be  necessary 
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for  the  meeting  I  propose  to  hold  there  preparatory  to  the  purchase  of  Penna- 
tangushene  Harbour.  I  presume  Colonel  Butler  alludes  to  this  circumstance  in 
his  Speech  to  Brant,  &c.,  to  qualify  his  refusal  of  presents  beyond  what  it  should 
appear,  was  the  annual  Custom,  and  which,  he  intimates,  had  not  been  properly 
distributed  by  the  Chiefs. 

In  respect  to  Brant’s  intimation  of  their  intention  to  sell  the  Lands  at  the 
Grand  River,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  former  Communications 
— both  his  proceedings  on  this  Subject,  and  the  imputations  on  Colonel  McKee 
to  which  he  alludes,  can  be  fully  explained  to  your  Lordship,  if  requisite,  by  Mr. 
Chief  Justice  Osgoode. 

I  understand  from  private  letters  that  Brant  lately  had  an  interview  with 
Colonel  Pickering. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Rt.  Honorable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  49.  Kingston,  March  15th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

Every  arrangement  having  been  made  previous  to  your  Lordship’s  regulations 
of  the  26th  of  December,  for  the  meeting  with  the  Indians  from  Lake  Huron  at 
York  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  them  on  the  purchase  of  Pennatangushene 
Harbour,  and  the  doing  away  with  any  difficulties,  if  such  arise,  from  the  delay 
of  not  having  taken  possession  of  those  lands  which  have  formerly  been  purchased, 
I  presume  your  Lordship  will  not  consider  me,  as  in  the  least  infringing  the  spirit 
of  your  intentions  and  orders,  in  proceeding  with  this  most  necessary  and  pre¬ 
paratory  negociation. 

I  can  only  recall  to  your  Lordship’s  view  the  propriety  of  immediately  making 
the  purchase  of  the  Chippewas  which  I  have  already  mentioned  on  the  most  liberal 
terms,  (for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  that  powerful  and  I  fear,  when  Detroit 
shall  be  evacuated,  disaffected  Tribe  to  our  possession  of  the  opposite  banks  of  the 
Thames),  by  observing  to  your  Lordship  that  the  Goods  which  Colonel  McKee 
informed  me  he  had  the  offer  of  procuring  at  prime  cost,  must  in  all  probability, 
be  expected  eventually  to  be  sold  to  the  Agents  of  the  United  States  and  be  by 
them  employed  in  fomenting  the  very  mischiefs  it  is  my  duty  to  guard  against. 

In  the  critical  situation  of  Indian  Affairs,  It  is  but  a  slight  consolation  that 
I  have  no  other  Power  but  that  of  offering  Opinions  how  the  most  fatal  Consequences 
may  be  prevented  from  happening  to  His  Majesty’s  Subjects  entrusted  to  my 
Government,  and  to  offer  my  Sentiments  that  every  hour  which  procrastinates 
those  Provisions  that  I  have  from  time  to  time  recommended,  adds  to  the  difficulty 
of  preserving  His  Majesty’s  Influence  with  the  Indian  Nations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Rt  Honorable 
Lord  Dorchester. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  50.  Kingston,  March  15th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  this  day  received  the  enclosed  papers  of  expences  from  Lieut.  Pilkington 
incurred  under  his  directions  in  the  construction  of  the  Fort  at  the  Miamis  River 
as  I  thought  would  best  fulfill  the  objects  you  had  in  contemplation,  the  mode 
is  detailed  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  April  enclosing  the  Instructions  I  left  for  the 
guidance  of  Colonel  England  and  is  summarily  comprised  by  Lieut.  Pilkington 
in  his  general  estimate  of  the  expence  of  establishing  a  Fort  at  the  Miamis  River 
in  the  following  words,  “A  Fort  to  be  constructed  so  as  to  repel  assault  internally 
as  well  as  externally  and  defended  by  cannon  to  be  garrisoned  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Rank  and  File  with  a  proportionable  number  of  Artillery.” 

The  irregular  situation  of  this  Fort  prevented  me  from  immediately  sub¬ 
mitting  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  any  other  rule  by  which  its  size  could  be  judged 
of  than  what  might  be  conjectured  from  the  number  of  the  Garrison,  and  if  the 
Engineer  did  not  immediately  transmit  a  correct  Plan  and  the  proper  Estimates, 
agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  Engineer  Department,  I  presume  It  may  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Contingencies  which  I  have  formerly  stated  to  Your  Lordship. 

Lieutenant  Pilkington  has  transmitted  to  me  the  enclosed  Documents  desiring 
my  Signature  and  that  I  would  forward  them  to  the  Commanding  Engineer.  As 
I  consider  myself  debarred  from  adding  my  Signature  agreeably  to  my  Observations 
to  your  Lordship  on  the  15th  of  March,  No.  48,  I  also  think  it  necessary  to  say 
that  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  and  accuracy  of  Lieutenant  Pilkington 
in  his  Conduct  as  a  Gentleman  and  an  Officer,  and  I  believe  his  accounts  to  be 
perfectly  becoming  of  his  Commission  and  Character. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Rt.  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  51.  Kingston,  March  16th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

I  am  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  Copies  of  Papers  which  I  have  just 
received  from  Colonel  McKee. 

It  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  observe  that  where  Mrs.  Amse  alludes  to  strag- 
glers  I  presume  she  means  the  Shawanese  whom  the  late  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States  characterized  to  me  as  having  no  Lands  whatsoever  of  their  own  or 
any  claims  whatsoever. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 


The  Rt.  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 
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FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

No.  52.  Kingston,  March  16th,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

Being  exceedingly  desirous  that  the  grants  of  Townships  and  other  tracts  of 
Land  in  this  Province  should  be  made  upon  a  similar  System  with  those  of  Lower 
Canada,  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  requesting  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  of  the  conditions  upon  the  compliance  with  which  the  Grantees  are  to 
receive  their  Certificates  or  Title  Deeds,  and  more  especially  of  the  Time  limited 
for  Occupation  with  the  Number  of  Settlers  required  to  cultivate  the  land,  and 
which  entitle  Persons  to  receive  the  Grant  of  a  Township. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Rt.  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester. 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  21.  Upper  Canada,  Kingston, 

March  17,  1795. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  for  Your  Grace’s  Information  a  Copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  Compliance  with 

A.  the  intimation  I  made  to  His  Lordship  in  a  former  Letter  and  which  was 
enclosed  for  your  Grace’s  perusal  in  my  dispatch  No.  19  of  the  17  of  February. 
This  Letter  Comprizes  my  Opinions  on  the  Department  for  the  management 

of  Indian  Affairs. 

I  enclose  also  to  your  Grace  the  Speech  of  General  Wayne;  The  very  unjusti- 

B.  fiable  use  He  has  made  of  the  mode  in  which  Lord  Dorchester  communicated 
to  Him  the  purport  of  your  Grace’s  Letter  to  His  Lordship  on  the  15th  of 

July,  will  not  escape  your  notice;  and  in  particular,  as  must  appear  from  the  Indian 
Council  enclosed  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  December,  No.  14,  that  those  Nations 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  Speech  which  I  made  to  them  because  it  was  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  explicit  and  hostile,  but  referred  themselves  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
for  a  more  decisive  Answer. 

The  Threat  of  Mr.  Wayne  to  approach  to  Detroit  the  ensuing  Spring,  and  to 
place  Garrisons  at  Sandusky  have  made  a  considerable  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  Indians,  and  on  those  of  the  disaffected  Canadians. 

Colonel  Hamtramck,  a  Canadian  refugee,  who  commands  »the  Garrison  of 
Fort  Wayne,  the  Miamis  Towns,  has  lately  assured  the  Canadians  and  Indians 
who  have  resorted  thither,  that  the  French  are  to  occupy  the  Detroit ;  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  improbable  that  such  may  be  the  case,  and  that  a  rapid  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  French  Emigrants  now  in  the  United  States  may  take  place  in  this 
quarter. 

In  my  Speech  to  the  Indians,  as  far  as  might  be,  I  endeavoured  to  guard  them 
against  French  Influence;  and  should  the  United  States  follow  that  system  of 
Posts,  which  it  seems  to  be  reasonable,  and  which  the  late  Secretary  at  War,  General 
Knox,  has  proposed,  adding  to  them,  the  establishment  of  Trading  Houses,  It 
appears  to  me,  that  a  Similar  Policy  of  our  side,  in  colonizing  on  the  River  Thames, 
may  for  the  reasons  which  are  intimated  in  my  Letter  to  Lord  Dorchester,  included 
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in  this  Dispatch  by  degrees  operate  to  cut  off,  effectually,  all  commerce  or  de- 
pendancy  of  the  Indians  on  the  Settlers  of  Detroit. 

The  Belief  of  the  Cession  of  the  Posts,  under  the  Present  very  difficult  Cir¬ 
cumstances,  creates  an  universal  Alarm,  nor  can  I  by  any  means  consider  it  as 
ill-founded;  However,  Your  Grace  may  be  assured  of  my  best  Exertions  and  I 
trust  I  shall  be  furnished  with  sufficient  means  to  substantiate  that  Hope  of 
Security  and  Peace  to  this  Province  which,  as  it  ought,  is  perhaps  stronger  in  my 
mind  Than  in  that  of  any  of  His  Majesty’s  Subjects  within  my  Government. 

I  beg  to  enclose  to  Your  Grace  a  very  civil  Letter  which  I  received  from  the 
Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana  and  which  confirms  the  Ideas  I  have  offered  to 
His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  my  former  Dispatches — this  letter  is  an  Answer  to  that 
of  mine  which  is  included  in  my  report  of  the  1st  of  September  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Council  and  to  Mr.  Dundas,  in  the  Appendix  marked  by  the  Letter  E. 

I  cannot  express  to  Your  Grace  the  very  great  satisfaction  with  which  I  saw 
an  extract  from  my  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dundas  respecting  the  good  conduct  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Campbell  at  the  Miamis,  in  the  Gazette.  This  fortunate  Circum¬ 
stance,  and  the  publication  of  my  Letters  to  Mr.  Hammond  on  Mr.  Randolph’s 
insinuations,  could  I  have  foreseen  it,  would  have  prevented  me  from  troubling 
Your  Grace  with  my  wishes  as  expressed  in  No.  9  &  No.  12  of  standing  justified 
in  respect  to  particular  Occurrences  therein  explained. 

I  have  just  received  Letters  from  Colonel  McKee,  in  which  He  gives  me  in¬ 
formation  of  some  Traders  in  defiance  of  my  Proclamation  and  all  legal  Authority 
supplying  from  Detroit,  the  Posts  of  Mr.  Wayne  with  Goods;  and  He  observes, 
“I  must  be  allowed  to  add,  that,  if  the  Traders  are  thus  permitted  to  go  to  the 
American  Forts,  we  must  expect,  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  that  our  Enemy  will 
be  supplyed  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  from  this  place;  indeed  it  appears  that 
we  have  already  more  Enemies  than  Friends  in  the  Country,  and  if  some  steps 
are  not  speedily  taken  there  will  be  an  end  to  all  subordination,  respect  for  the 
Laws  of  the  Country,  or  the  King’s  Interest. 

“But  what  can  be  said  to  the  Indians  on  this  occasion?  they  will  be  soon, 
if  not  already  informed  that  the  American  Troops  will  be  supplied  with  necessaries, 
at  least  from  this  Post. 

“They  have  long  suspected  from  the  infamous  Calumnies  of  Traders  that 
now  the  British  and  Americans  are  one.  How  then  will  it  be  possible  to  convince 
them  that  it  is  not  so,  when  the  evidence  of  their  own  senses  justify  their  supposition, 
by  observing  the  Traders  go  openly  to  their  Enemies  Forts  without  molestation 
and  with  perfect  impunity?  These  considerations,  Sir,  deeply  affect  me  and 
compel  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  unless  something  is  done  to  efface  these 
impressions  from  the  minds  of  the  Indian  Nations,  we  cannot  long  expect  to  call 
them  either  Friends  or  Allies.” 

If  these  are  the  Sentiments  of  Colonel  McKee,  on  such  an  event  as  the  Detroit 
Traders  supplying  the  Posts  of  the  States  with  necessaries,  and  the  possibility 
that  such  supply  may  be  extended  to  Arms  and  Ammunition,  It  is  easy  to  fore¬ 
see  what  the  Opinion  of  this  Officer  will  be,  when  He  shall  know  that  Detroit 
and  the  other  Posts  are  shortly  to  be  evacuated.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

His  Grace  J-  G*  Simcoe. 

The  Duke  of  Portland, 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed:— Upper  Canada,  17th  March,  1795.  Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoe.  R. 
15th  July.  Ansd.  3d  Sepr.  No.  21.  Three  Inclosures. 
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FROM  JOSEPH  BRANT  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Grand  River  17th  March  1795. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

Some  of  my  letters  which  should  have  went  by  the  Montreal  Express,  by  some 
means  lost  their  Conveyance,  as  I  wrote  you  some  time  ago  intimating  that  I 
should  send  an  Express  myself,  those  letters  you  will  receive  by  them  it  is  by  a 
particular  desire  of  the  Western  Indians,  and  we  to  the  message  to  the  Kayh- 
nawagas  or  the  Seven  Nations.  I  lately  received  a  Letter  from  Robert  Hamilton, 
Esqr.  dated  New  York  enclosing  me  some  of  the  latest  news  papers,  the  news  they 
contain  seems  to  agree  with  the  advice  that  we  received  from  the  westward,  namely 
the  dividing  the  Indians,  also  mentions  that  there  is  certainly  a  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Yankies  that  the  Back  Posts  are  to  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  Yankies  in  June,  1796. 

My  Dear  Sir,  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  from  Lord  Dorchester  to  have  his 
opinion  and  advice  respecting  the  critical  situation  of  the  poor  Indians  of  the 
westward,  as  our  proposed  meeting  at  Huron  Village  is  drawing  near. 

I  will  thank  you  much  if  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  make  these  my  Expresses 
a  handsome  present,  more  especially  the  old  man  who  has  been  on  the  like  business 
this  winter  to  Detroit,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  the  usual  allowance  of  twenty 
dollars  in  goods,  there  being  no  goods  in  store  at  Niagara,  I  wish  you  would  pay 
him  for  that  also. 

if  there  is  a  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Yankies  I  hope  our  Father 
the  King  will  not  forget  the  Indians  as  he  did  in  the  year  83,  he  at  present  must  be 
well  acquainted  with  their  bad  situation. 

I  will  be  glad  that  you  hurry  these  men  to  return  immediately.  I  would  not 
wish  them  to  tarry  longer  than  a  sufficient  time  for  to  hear  from  His  Lordship — 
I  refer  you  to  English  Joseph  for  further  particulars  in  this  quarter. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  remain,  &c. 

Joseph  Brant. 

Joseph  Chew  Esqr. 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  19th  March,  1795. 
Sir, 

Your  having  declined  to  appoint  an  Agent  or  Agents  for  the  procuring  the 
supplies  of  Flour  and  Peas  required  for  the  Upper  Posts  for  the  ensuing  year, 
either  under  the  orders  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  communicated  in  Mr.  Rose’s 
Letter  of  the  2d  of  April  last,  or  under  the  Authority  given  you  by  my  letter  of  the 
19th  ultimo,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  in¬ 
conveniences  that  may  arise  to  the  King’s  Service  from  a  want  of  Provisions  for 
the  Troops.  I  have  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  issue  a  general  order  on  the 
head,  in  conformity  to  which  these  articles  are  to  be  provided.  I  have  reserved 
to  myself  to  determine  the  mode  either  in  transferable  Certificates  payable  at 
Quebec,  or  in  Specie  on  the  spot.  Should  however  any  deposits  be  made  between 
the  time  of  transmitting  the  Register  required  and  before  my  determination  thereon 
is  received,  and  persons  making  the  deliveries  wish  to  be  paid  immediately  there- 
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for,  The  Commissary  will  in  that  case  give  them  a  transferable  Certificate  agreeable 
to  the  form  enclosed. 

The  Supplies  furnished  at  Detroit  in  consequence  of  the  extra  demands  for  the 
Indians  during  last  Fall  and  the  Winter,  it  is  supposed,  has  so  exhausted  the 
Settlements  in  that  Quarter,  that  it  has  been  considered  best  not  to  depend  on 
them  for  any  part  of  the  early  supply,  but  in  order  that  they  may  reap  their  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  benefit,  The  Commissary  at  that  Post  has  been  directed  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  to  take  measures  for  ascertaining  the  quantity 
of  Flour  and  Peas  they  may  be  able  to  deliver  on  account  of  the  second  supply, 
that  should  the  terms  offered  be  as  reasonable  as  can  be  obtained  elsewhere,  they 
may  be  called  upon  to  furnish  their  proportion. 

Considering  that  the  season  is  far  advanced  and  that  no  time  may  be  lost  the 
Adjutant  General  is  directed  to  transmit  the  general  order  of  this  day  immediately 
to  the  Officers  Commanding  the  Posts  of  Kingston  and  Niagara. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dorchester. 

Col.  Simcoe. 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  PETER  RUSSELL. 

Kingston,  March  19th,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  transmit  to  you  a  warrant  under  His  Excellency  The  Lieutenant  Governor’s 
Signature  to  pay  B.  B.  Tickell,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  sundry  disbursements  to  be  made  by  him 
to  Mr.  Baker,  Assistant  Master  Builder  at  Detroit,  on  account  of  expences  incurred 
ir  building  Gun  boats,  and  other  Services  for  this  Province  at  Chatham  upon  the 
River  Thames . 


I  am  also  directed  by  His  Excellency  to  enclose  to  you  his  Warrant  with  the 
account  annexed  for  paying  to  Alexander  McCormick  the  Sum  of  Four  Hundred 
and  Sixty  Two  Pounds,  ten  shillings,  New  York  Currency,  being  the  amount  of 
his  losses  sustained  by  an  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  another  Warrant  with 
similar  account  of  the  One  Hundred  and  One  Pounds,  eight  shillings  and  six¬ 
pence,  New  York  Currency  for  paying  to  George  Knaggs  in  like  manner  the  amount 
of  his  losses. 


E.  B.  Littlehales. 

The  Honorable 
P.  Russell. 

Receiver  General,  Upper  Canada. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall, 
March  21,  1795. 


It  is  very  desirable  that  some  measures  to  facilitate  the  business  in  question 
should  be  concerted;  the  parties  interested  would  be  gratified,  and  the  United 
States  obliged.  If  America  were  set  right  as  to  the  affair  of  the  Indians,  and  re¬ 
lieved  from  West  India  judges  and  privateers,  not  better  than  Indians,  ill  humour, 
having  nothing  to  feed  upon,  would  die  away. 

A  discerning  minister,  true  to  your  Lordship’s  conciliatory  views,  and  pos¬ 
sessed,  if  possible  of  your  prudence  and  self  command,  cannot  be  too  early  at 
Philadelphia.  I  am  convinced  that  unless  your  vigilance  and  interposition  extend 
to  whatever  may  affect  the  relations  between  the  two  countries,  all  will  not  go 
well  and  continue  well. 

(Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Dropmore  Papers,  Vol.  III,  pp.  38-9.) 


FROM  PHINEAS  BOND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Philadelphia,  23rd  March,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  16th  and  19th  of  February,  and  have 
since  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  19th  of  January,  which  enclosed  your 
proclamation  of  the  6th  November,  1794.  As  my  late  correspondence  with  you 
was  directed  to  those  material  points  which  you  have  so  anxiously  at  heart  for  the 
benefit  of  your  new  Colony,  I  need  not  at  present  say  more  than  to  assure  you  that 
I  shall  pay  every  possible  respect  to  your  recommendations  as  far  as  it  may  be 
within  my  ability  to  promote  them. 

One  object  to  which  I  have  alluded  may  on  my  opinion  be  very  profitably 
improved,  though  the  mode  of  turning  it  to  productive  account  will  require  some 
deliberation  in  arranging  it  as  well  as  caution  in  effectuating  it.  When  I  shall  be 
favored  with  your  sentiments  upon  the  subject  I  shall  exert  the  best  means  of 
improving  what  carries  with  it  at  least  the  semblance  of  advantage. 

I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  communicating  to  Colonel  Sergeant1 
the  polite  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  treat  my  application  to  you 
in  his  behalf,  for  his  papers,  which  he  presumed  were  carried  to  Detroit  after  the 
defeat  of  General  St.  Clair’s  Army.  When  he  first  mentioned  the  subject  to  me, 
and  in  conversation  with  him  afterwards  I  adverted  as  you  have  done  to  the  great 
length  of  time  which  had  elapsed,  and  to  the  disposition  and  nature  of  the  Indians, 
circumstances  which  to  me  seemed  to  preclude  all  reasonable  expectation  of  recover¬ 
ing  what  he  had  lost,  and  when  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  it  was  rather 
on  the  score  of  gratifying  the  anxiety  of  a  Philosopher  than  from  a  hope  of  suc¬ 
ceeding  in  what  his  mind  was  so  seriously  bent  upon. 

I  am  exceedingly  flattered  by  your  invitation  to  visit  Upper  Canada.  If  the 
nature  of  my  appointment  admitted  of  such  an  indulgence,  nothing  would  gratify 
me  so  highly  as  an  opportunity  of  exploring  your  infant  ,  but  I  trust,  thriving  Colony, 
and  of  paying  my  personal  respects  to  you.  Two  friends  of  mine,  the  unfortunate 


1  Winthrop  Sargent,  Secretary  to  General  St.  Clair. 
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Duke  de  Liancourt  and  Mr.  Guillemard  contemplate  a  journey  thither  in  a  few 
weeks  and  I  have  assured  them  I  shall  presume  upon  the  civilities  I  have  experi¬ 
enced  from  you  to  secure  to  them  an  easy  and  profitable  reception  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  which  their  extraordinary  merit  and  dispositions  render  me  more 
solicitous  to  promote. 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  Bond. 

Governor  Simcoe. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  MONTREAL  TO 
HIS  FRIEND  AND  CORRESPONDENT  IN  THIS  PLACE, 
(ALBANY,  N.Y.),  DATED  THE  25th  OF  MARCH, 

1795. 

You  wrote  to  me  for  an  account  of  Mr.  McKenzie’s  discoveries.  He  set  off 
from  Lake  Superior,  and  proceeded  by  Winepegon  lake  to  Churchill  river  and 
Lake  La  Crosse — from  thence  to  Arathabascan  Lake  and  up  Peace  river;  after 
leaving  the  head  of  which  there  is  a  carrying  place  of  only  1200  yards  to  the  waters 
which  fall  to  the  westward — He  entered  this  river  and  continued  down  it  for 
about  sixty  leagues,  where  he  met  some  Indians  who  informed  him  that  the  course 
of  it  before  it  fell  into  the  sea  would  take  him  a  month,  and  advised  him  to  return 
to  the  forks  of  it,  and  from  thence  proceed  by  land  which  he  did,  and  in  15  days 
arrived  at  the  sea.  Here  he  procured  a  canoe,  and  with  six  Canadians  and  one 
Englishman,  proceeded  to  the  islands,  (called  Queen  Charlotte  islands),  20  leagues 
from  the  main  land,  where  he  saw  Indians,  who  told  him  vessels  had  been  there 
about  a  fortnight  before.  They  behaved  very  insolent  and  attempted  to  destroy 
h'm  and  his  men  which  obliged  him  to  return.  He  left  the  entrance  of  Peace  river 
in  May  and  in  October  returned  from  where  he  first  set  out.  He  brought  with  him 
several  sea  otters  and  ordered  a  post  to  be  established  at  the  forks  of  the  river  which 
runs  west.  He  pursued  the  same  track  that  I  did  to  Lake  La  Crosse.  The  next 
attempt  will  be  by  Pasquean  river,  which  will  be  much  shorter  than  by  Arathabascan 
lake;  and  in  a  few  years  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  road  to  the  South  Sea  will  be  as 
common  as  from  York  to  Boston.  I  could  not  give  so  good  a  description  in  a 
letter  as  by  the  chart  enclosed,  which  I  hope  will  be  amusing  to  you. 

As  the  posts  are  to  be  given  up  in  1796,  I  make  no  doubt  but  many  of  the 
Americans  will  be  adventuring  in  the  Indian  trade — which,  however,  I  am  afraid 
will  be  very  disadvantageous  in  the  beginning,  as  they  will  be  at  a  loss  for  men  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  business. 

(From  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  20  May,  1795.) 


FROM  JOSEPH  CHEW  TO  THOMAS  ASTON  COFFIN. 

Montreal  26th  March  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  Sundry  Papers  as  Pr.  Schedule  that  I  received  from  my  son 
William  by  the  Express  from  Niagara  with  a  Copy  of  and  an  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  him  and  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Brant. 
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I  have  not  sent  his  returns  and  Vouchers  hoping  to  meet  with  a  Private  Op¬ 
portunity.  I  have  not  had  time  to  Copy  Colo.  Pickering’s  letters  to  Capt.  Brant 
or  His  Speech  to  the  Six  Nations  or  the  Proceedings  at  Niagara  of  the  9th  &  10th 
of  Feby.  on  your  returning  them  they  shall  be  Copied  and  the  Copies  sent  to  you. 
I  apprehended  that  Johnston  in  his  Account  of  Mr.  Pickering’s  treatment  had 
Exaggerated  Matters  but  from  the  Very  Illiberal  Expressions  in  His  Speech  I  dont 
find  that  was  the  Case.  I  am  truly  concerned  to  see  by  what  passed  at  Niagara 
the  9th  &  10th  of  Feby.  the  Situation  &  Distress  of  the  Six  Nations,  Surely  if 
Colo.  Butler  had  represented  to  Govr.  Simcoe  that  the  goods  now  at  Niagara  was 
sent  for  the  Comfort  of  the  Indians  resorting  to  that  Post  in  1794  and  not  more 
than  was  Necessary,  His  Excellency  would  not  have  directed  any  Part  of  them  to 
be  reserved  for  the  Indians  of  the  Lakes  who  were  to  meet  him  in  May,  1795. 
Especially  when  on  An  Application  to  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
the  goods  might  have  been  Sent  from  the  Indian  Store  here  to  York  in  Time  for 
meeting  the  Indians  in  May. 

I  have  long  apprehended  from  the  Expressions  in  Several  of  Capt.  Brant’s 
Letters  respecting  White  People  interfering  with  Indian  Councils  that  he  hinted 
at  Colo.  McKee,  which  now  clearly  appears  by  his  Letter  of  the  24th  Feby,  that 
Part  regarding  the  Colonel  he  insisted  should  be  wrote  in  his  own  Words. — I  am 
Extremely  sorry  for  this  Difference  and  that  it  should  be  Carried  to  the  Length  it 
appears  to  be,  for  notwithstanding  Colonel  McKee’s  Exertions,  care,  attention 
and  Zeal  for  the  Indians  His  Influence  with  them  and  the  Confidence  they  have 
had  in  him — I  know  their  Temper  and  disposition  so  well,  that  it  is  an  Easie 
Matter  to  infuse  Jealousies  in  their  minds  and  make  them  distrust  their  best 
Friends. 

Captain  Brant  has  on  all  occasions  manifested  a  Zeal  and  attachment  to 
Government  and  used  his  best  Endeavours  to  keep  the  Indians  true  to  the  British 
Interest,  however  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  Pickering  had  the  Art  in  1793  to 
make  him  and  Some  others  believe  that  if  he  Could  meet  the  Miami  Indians  in 
Council  an  Advantageous  Peace  would  take  place — those  Indians  not  choosing 
to  meet  him  he  Persuaded  those  who  were  for  the  meeting  it  was  owing  to  the 
Influence  of  the  White  People  and  by  his  Plausible  methods  contrived  to  Create 
Jealousies  and  divide  the  Indians,  the  bad  Effects  of  which  they  have  since  Felt. — 
Capt.  Brant  being  of  this  opinion  he  has  Naturally  mentioned  it  to  some  of  his 
friends  of  the  Lakes,  and  though  they  have  not  fully  Expressed  themselves  they 
have  their  Surmises  and  doubts,  and  I  am  of  Opinion  that  Capt.  Brant’s  friend, 
Miss  Sarah  Ainse,  is  of  the  Party  who  Endeavoured  to  take  the  Indians  From  or 
Lessen  their  Confidence  in  Colonel  McKee. 

Capt.  Brant  when  Endeavouring  to  keep  the  Indians  firm  in  their  Engage¬ 
ments  with  Government  has  frequently  been  at  Some  Expence  this  he  thinks  hard 
is  not  paid  and  does  not  Reflect  or  Perhaps  is  not  informed  it  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  a  Proper  application  in  time,  and  Colonel  Butler  from  want  of  Attention  or  some 
other  Cause  has  not  Pointed  out  the  Proper  method  and  Captain  Brant  though 
Very  Sensible  has  not  taken  up  the  matter  properly. 

I  am  &c. 

Joseph  Chew. 

Will  not  Colonel  Simcoe’s  Meeting  the  Indians  in  May  interfere  with  Colo. 
McKee  Coming  to  Lower  Canada? 

Thomas  Aston  Coffin,  Esqr. 
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FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Detroit,  27th  March,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  Very  fully  on  the  26th  Jany  and  by  the  return  of  the  Express,  I 
have  received  your  three  letters  of  the  29th  Deer.  29th  and  30th  January  with  the 
several  inclosures  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  which  accompanied  them. 

The  Honorable  appointment  to  which  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  has 
been  Pleased  to  Promote  me  is  Extremely  gratifying,  and  merits  not  only  all  my 
thanks,  but  I  am  sure  what  will  be  more  Acceptable  to  His  Lordship  all  my  Exer¬ 
tions  in  the  Various  Branches  of  duty  now  to  be  fulfilled. 

Be  assured  my  Dear  Sir  I  received  your  congratulations  with  Pleasure  as  1 
know  them  to  be  Sincere,  and  I  shall  hope  when  I  have  the  Satisfaction  of  seeing 
you  in  the  Spring  to  receive  from  you  any  Assistance  that  your  Official  documents 
can  afford  relating  to  the  Forms  which  have  been  usual  in  the  Supermtendant 
General’s  Office  for  making  up  the  General  Returns  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

My  last  letter  to  you  informed  you  what  I  thought  would  be  the  consequence 
of  Such  People  as  were  mentioned  therein  being  permitted  to  go  without  molesta¬ 
tion  or  hindrance  to  the  American  Posts  and  the  Papers  now  inclosed  will  shew 
I  was  not  deceived  in  my  opinion. — It  is  impossible  to  foresee  all  the  consequences 
of  these  Nefarious  Practices  or  how  far  they  may  operate  on  the  minds  of  the 
Executive  Government  of  America,  as  a  favourable  moment  of  Possessing  them¬ 
selves  of  the  King’s  Post,  the  Canadians  are  not  at  Present  to  be  relied  on  and 
their  busy  interference  as  well  as  that  of  some  natural  born  Subjects  with  t  e 
Indians,  Present  to  my  mind  nothing  but  confusion  and  trouble. 

The  New  Constitution  of  this  Country  which  for  the  moment  pleases  the 
giddy  and  unthinking  is  not  calculated  to  embrace  the  difficulties  to  which  the 
Peculiar  Situation  of  this  Province  is  Subject.— and  it  had  Surely  been  better  for 
all  Parties  that  Martial  Law  had  been  left  as  a  Protection  to  these  distant  Pos¬ 
sessions  of  the  Crown.  .  ,  , 

The  Indians  of  Swan  Creek  are  Waiting  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  m  the  hope 
that  their  Affairs  will  obtain  a  Consideration  between  His  Majesty  s  Ministers 
and  Mr.  Jay,  and  it  is  most  Sincerely  to  be  Wished  that  no  disappointment  of  that 
sort  may  induce  them,  either  to  Put  themselves  under  the  Protection  of  America 
or  to  emigrate  to  the  Westward— I  own  to  you  my  fears  in  the  Present  distracted 
state  of  Europe,  that  the  distressed  situation  of  the  poor  Indians  who  have  long 
fought  for  us  and  bled  fairly  for  us,  will  be  no  bar  to  a  Peaceable  accomodation 
with  America  and  that  they  will  be  left  to  sljift  for  themselves— but  those  who 
live  a  few  years  longer  will  Probably  have  Cause  to  deplore  the  short  sighted 
Policy  of  such  a  measure. 

I  shall  see  your  Son  on  my  way  down  and  will  give  him  any  assistance  m  my 
Power — for  some  time  Past  my  health  has  been  Very  Indifferent  and  it  is  with 
Considerable  exertion  I  have  been  able  to  write  so  long  a  letter. 

I  am  &c. 

A.  McKee. 


Joseph  Chew,  Esqr. 
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FROM  R.  G.  ENGLAND  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Detroit,  March  28th,  1795. 
Sir, 

As  Colonel  McKee  informs  me  that  he  sends  your  Excellency  every  article 
of  intelligence  relative  to  his  Department,  I  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  trouble 
you  with  duplicates. 

You  will  receive  from  him  a  copy  of  the  preliminary  articles  entered  into  by 
General  Wayne  with  Blue  Jacket  and  a  Delaware  Chief,  on  the  part  (as  they  pre¬ 
tend)  of  the  Shawanese,  Miamis,  and  Delawares.  You  will  also  receive  a  copy 
of  an  impertinent  letter  written  by  young  Isaac  Williams  to  Mr.  Burke,  Mis¬ 
sionary  at  the  River  aux  Raisins,  and  copies  of  letters  from  Antoine  Lassell  and 
other  Canadians  who  have  joined  General  Wayne  to  their  friends  in  this  Settle¬ 
ment,  which  I  intercepted.  In  consequence  of  letters  Colonel  McKee  lately  re¬ 
ceived  from  Lord  Dorchester,  he  proposes  to  leave  this  for  Lower  Canada  by  the 
first  opportunity  which  no  doubt  he  reports  to  you. 

The  Requisition  approved  of  by  your  Excellency  for  provisions  for  the  Indians 
assembled  at  Swan  Creek  during  the  winter  has  been  nearly  completed,  and  a 
further  supply  is  now  required.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  forward  provisions 
as  early  as  possible  from  Fort  Erie,  particularly  as  the  Contractors  for  supplying 
the  Garrison  with  fresh  provisions  have  failed  in  their  contract.  And  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  send  a  supply  to  Michilimackinac  as  soon  as  the  Navigation 
opens. 


I  have  paid  Mr.  Baker  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  which  you  sent  me,  and 
understand  from  him  that  he  has  expended  considerably  more.  He  is  now  at 
Chatham  superintending  the  building  of  your  boats.  In  his  last  report  to  me  he 
mentioned  that  the  Block-house  at  Chatham  is  completed;  two  boats  finished; 
two  more  laid,  and  nearly  finished.  They  are  all  made  of  black  walnut,  and  I  am 
informed  are  beautiful  boats.  The  expence  which  I  hear  is  very  great,  may 
perhaps  exceed  your  intentions.  I  herewith  send  Mr.  Baker’s  Receipt  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas  received  from  me. 

Colonel  McKee  will  no  doubt  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  Indians 
expect  you  early  in  the  spring.  A  Deputation  from  St.  Joseph  came  here  a  few 
days  ago  to  inquire  from  me  what  time  you  proposed  being  here,  and  if  you  had 
sent  me  any  directions  for  them.  There  is  a  report  that  some  of  the  Pottawatomies 
are  gone  to  war,  took  thirty  pack  horses  laden  with  goods  and  killed  two  French¬ 
men  who  were  with  them,  between  Greenville  and  Fort  Wayne;  but  this  report 
wants  confirmation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  G.  England. 


His  Excellency 

Lieut.  Governor  Simcoe,  &c.,  &c. 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


337 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE. 

(Undated,  probably  March  29th,  1795.) 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe  desires  me  to  transmit  to  you  for 
the  Commander  in  Chief’s  information  the  following  Extracts  of  letters  from 
Captain  Brant  to  me,  dated  Niagara,  February  24th,  1795  and  Grand  River 

March  17th,  1795.  . 

“I  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  by  messengers  from  Detroit  that  the  Indians 
are  in  confusion  and  much  divided  in  opinion,  which  I  dare  say  you  have  received 
accounts  of.  It  is  no  more  than  I  expected  last  Fall,  for  which  reason  I  desired 
them  to  drawT  near  the  Huron  Village  and  remain  quietly  together,  and  not  to 
have  any  intercourse  with  the  Enemy  till  Spring  and  then  call  a  public  Council 
that  what  they  then  might  determine  on  should  be  done  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole,  and  they  had  reason  to  expect  much  better  terms  in  the  Spring  than  they 
could  procure  at  the  present  crisis. 

“I  have  received  a  message  from  the  Shawanoes,  they  ask  our  advice  and 
expect  to  hear  from  their  Father  also.  I  shall  send  two  men  up  with  an  Answer 
and  advise  them  by  all  means  to  remain  firm  to  their  agreement  made  last  Fall, 
which  was  to  remain  quiet  until  Spring. 

“As  Major  Smith  has  the  Speeches  or  Accounts  of  what  passed  at  the  Council 
held  here  the  9th  and  10th  instant,  copies  of  which  I  presume  will  be  forwarded 
to  His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe,  in  which  we  represented  the  distressed  situa¬ 
tion  of  some  of  our  people  settled  at  the  Grand  River,  and  our  inability  to  relieve 
them  unless  we  disposed  of  some  part  of  our  land,  His  Excellency  therefore  will 
not  be  surprised  when  he  hears  that  we  are  actually  disposing  of  some  of  it  for 
their  relief.  Besides  the  stipulations  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Congress 
with  the  Six  Nations  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and  the  conditional 
provision  made  for  those  without  those  limits,  are  such  that  many  of  our  people 
may  shortly  remove  from  the  Grand  River  in  order  to  share  with  those  residing 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  in  the  monies  annually  paid  them,  and  in  this 
way  the  number  of  our  people  may  be  greatly  diminished  and  of  course  divided. 

“This  I  wish  may  be  prevented.  It  is  an  object  very  near  my  heart,  and  I  am 
therefore  fully  of  Opinion  that  the  measure  of  disposing  of  some  of  our  land  above 
the  new  road  must  be  considered  not  only  a  prudent  and  reasonable,  but  a  necessary 
one — I  may  say  necessary  because  there  is  no  prospect  of  anything  exclusive  of 
this,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  our  people  together  here;  I  have  wished  to 
delay  this  business  longer,  but  our  situation  and  circumstances  are  such  and  so 
pressing  that  we  cannot  but  adopt  it.  ” 

I  am,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

F.  Le  Maistre.  M.S. 


(March  17th) 

“Being  under  the  necessity  of  sending  to  Montreal  by  a  requisition  of  the 
Shawanoes  who  sent  a  message  to  theKaughnawagas  by  this  Express  of  my  own 
I  send  those  letters  which  should  have  been  sent  before. 

“I  could  wish  to  have  His  Excellency’s  advice  as  the  time  for  the  Indians  to 
assemble  at  the  Huron  Village  is  fast  approaching.  I  would  therefore  wish  to 
hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.” 


338 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  30th  March,  1795. 
Sir, 

The  accounts  transmitted  with  your  Letters  Nos.  48  and  50,  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  and  will  in  course  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Accounts  for  their  examination 
and  report. 

As  you  have  received  all  communications  concerning  the  Treaty  with  the 
United  States  from  its  commencement  to  its  final  conclusion,  transmitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  at  least  so  much  as  have  come  to  my  hands,  I  have  only  to  refer 
you  to  them  for  your  guidance  and  direction.  But  Lieutenant  Cooper  having 
stated  in  his  letter  dated  the  3rd  of  February  that  it  will  require  Twelve  Hundred 
Pounds  more  to  complete  the  Miamis  Fort,  I  must  desire  that  all  expence  occasioned 
by  the  alarm  of  last  year  may  be  immediately  discontinued,  if  such  directions  have 
not  already  been  given  by  you  in  consequence  of  the  pacific  communications  from 
the  Duke  of  Portland. 

The  same  communications  will  lead  you  to  discontinue  all  expences  whatever 
on  the  other  side  of  the  line,  except  such  as  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  health 
of  the  King’s  Troops  and  the  preservation  of  the  King’s  Stores. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dorchester. 

Col.  Simcoe. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  MEETING  HELD  AT  NEWARK  THE  30TH 

MARCH,  1795. 

Present  Lieut  Col.  Butler  D.A.I.A. 

Major  Bunbury  5th  Regt.  Foot. 

Mr.  Wm.  Johnston,  Interpreter 
and 

Three  principal  Seneca  Chiefs 
from  Buffaloe  Creek  Vizt. 
the  Farmers  Brother 
Red  Jacket 
Skeutioghquatigh. 

. ,  .  .  .  . 

After  the  Customary  ceremonies  were  gone  thro’  and  compliments  passed  the 
Farmers  Brother  rose  and  addressing  himself  to  Coll.  Butler  Spoke  as  follows — 
Brother. 

We  are  now  come  down  agreeable  to  your  request,  made  us  when  you  were 
last  up  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  to  lay  before  you  all  the  papers  relative  to  what  was 
transacted  at  the  Treaty  held  with  the  United  States  last  fall  at  Konondaigua, 
and  at  the  same  time  inform  you  of  some  particulars  respecting  our  own  conduct 
at  that  treaty. 

Brother. 

We  have  been  informed  that  there  have  been  various  reports  circulated  con¬ 
cerning  the  Business  done  at  that  place,  by  the  papers  which  we  shall  presently 
dehver,  you  will  see  the  true  state  of  the  Matter. 
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Brother.  . 

We  wish  to  tell  you  our  reasons  relinquishing  our  claims  to  Presque  Isle. 
In  the  first  place  we  found  Coll.  Pickering  possessed  three  different  deeds  for  the 
Sale  of  that  Spot.  It  was  first  Sold  by  the  Delawares,  then  the  Hurons  and  Obail, 
and  a  party  of  Senekas  also  confirmed  those  later,  therefore  finding  we  could  not 
recover,  or  lay  a  just  claim  to  it,  we  have  likewise  given  up  our  right  thereto — 

Brother.  .  . 

One  clause  in  the  Treaty,  wherein  it  mentions  our  having  permitted  or  given 
the  United  States  the  right  of  making  a  waggon-road  from  Fort  Schlosser  to  Lake 
Erie  as  far  South  as  Buff  aloe  Creek,  is  not  exactly  what  we  expressed,  nor  do  we 
intend  to  permit  it.  We  only  ceded  the  right  of  making  a  road  as  far  south  as 
Black  Rock,  four  miles  Short  of  Buffalo  Creek. 

Brother.  .  .  ,  T 

We  now  deliver  you  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  Business,  and  the  Large 
Belt,  upon  which  every  thing  was  spoke  that  our  Father  may  see  what  we  have 
been  doing. — 

then  delivered  the  Papers  and  Large  Belt  to  Col.  Butler. 


Colonel  Butler  answered. 

Brothers.  .  ,  T 

I  am  much  pleased  at  your  ready  compliance  with  my  request,  for  wtncn  i 

now  return  you  thanks. 

Brothers.  .  , 

I  hope  you  will  continue  at  all  times  to  communicate  your  transactions,  tnat 
the  King  your  Father  may  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  you  may  rest  assured 
of  his  friendship  towards  you — and  his  wish  to  promote  your  interest  and  hap¬ 
piness — 

Brothers. 

As  you  intend  returning  tomorrow  I  shall  take  care  to  have  the  Papers  you 
have  now  delivered  Copied,  and  returned  you  at  that  time. 

Brothers.  .  .  , 

I  have  ordered  a  few  necessary  articles  to  be  given  you,  as  a  token  ot  my 
approbation  of  your  conduct  in  your  thus  informing  me  of  your  late  proceedings, 
and  as  I  think  your  confidence  will  be  pleasing  to  the  King  your  Father. 

Newark,  31st  March,  1795. 
A  true  Copy 
John  Butler 
Agt 


FROM  TIMOTHY  PICKERING  TO  THE  SIX  NATIONS. 

31st.  March,  1795. 

To  the  Sachems  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Brothers; —  ,  „  .  , 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  inform  you  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  friend¬ 
ship,  which  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  I  concluded  with  you  at  Kon-on-daiguae 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  last  November,  has  been  Ratified  by  the  President,  by  and 
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with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Now  that  treaty 
is  made  strong.  No  act  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  can  make  it  stronger. 

Herewith  I  send  you  written  Parchment  the  evidence  of  that  Ratification, 
this  you  will  keep  with  the  Original  treaty  now  in  your  possession. 

Brothers; — 

The  United  States  will  every  year  cause  to  be  appropriated  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  their  Indian  friends,  dwelling  among,  and  United  with 
them,  the  sum  stipulated  by  the  treaty  to  be  Annually  expended  for  their  use. 

^  °u  may  also  rely  on  the  complete  performance  of  every  Article  of  the  treaty 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  we  rely  with  confidence  on  the  faithful  execu¬ 
tion  on  your  part  of  a  treaty  so  entirely  calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests 
of  yourselves,  and  your  posterity,  the  liberal  and  generous  principles  on  which  this 
treaty  has  been  formed,  are  an  evidence  of  the  just  and  humane  sentiments  of  the 
United  States  towards  all  the  Indian  Nations  on  our  Borders,  and  should  induce 
those  also,  who  have  long  been  hostile,  to  come  forward  with  confidence  that  with 
them  also  the  United  States  will  negociate  and  establish  treaties  of  Peace  and 
Friendship  on  the  Principles  of  Justice,  and  humanity,  we  persuade  ourselves, 
that  your  friendship  to  us,  and  love  to  the  people  of  your  own  Colour,  will  prompt 
you  to  embrace  every  occasion  to  accomplish  a  work  so  acceptable  to  the  Great 
Spirit,  and  so  interesting  to  all  the  Indian  Nations. 

I  remain, 

Your  friend  and  Brother, 

Timothy  Pickering. 

War  Office, 

Philadelphia  Newark,  31st  March,  1795. 

22d,  January,  1795.  A  true  Copy  from  the 

Original  letter, 

John  Butler, 
Agt. 

ENDORSED; — Colonel  Pickering' s  letter  to  the  Six  Nations  informing  them 
of  the  Ratification  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Kon-on-daiquae,  dated  Philadelphia, 
22d  January,  1795. 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  2nd  April,  1795. 
Sir, 

In  your  letter  No.  47,  of  the  9th  of  March  last,  you  require  as  administering 
the  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  those  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Indian  Department  which  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  in  his  letter  to  me 
No.  1,  mentions  to  be  determined  upon  in  the  New  Commission  to  be  issued  to 
Sir  John  Johnson,  and  which  you  presume  has  taken  place. 

Though  it  is  unusual  for  me  to  be  called  upon  in  this  manner,  yet  for  your 
satisfaction — I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Grenville  proposing  an  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  Superintendant  General’s  Commission,  with  an  extract  of  that  part  of 
Mr.  Dundas’s  letter  to  which  you  allude,  and  a  copy  of  the  new  Commission. 

I  confess  very  frankly  to  you,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  departure  in 
Mr  Dundas’s  answer  from  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  my  letter  to  his  predecessor  in 
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office,  otherwise  than  by  supposing  him  to  have  been  opposed  at  the  moment  by 
business  of  his  other  Department,  with  that  of  Secretary  of  State,  newly  added 
thereto,  and  that  he  adopted  the  letter  prepared  for  him  by  a  Clerk,  taking  lor 
granted  it  was  conformable  to  the  regular  order  of  the  Service  as  well  as  to  what 
I  had  recommended.  But  should  it  be  supposed  that  he  might  disregard  the 
opinions  of  a  Commander  in  Chief,  yet  it  is  impossible  he  could  intend  in  that 
manner  to  invert  arrangements  which  had  existed  so  many  years,  and  were  estab- 

lished  by  the  King’s  authority.  •  , 

What  renders  it  evident  beyond  a  doubt  that  no  such  intentions  did  exist 

is  the  Commission  itself,  which  exactly  agrees  with  the  Recommendation  m  my 
letter  and  preserves  the  usual  subordination  so  that  I  have  not  a  power  to  make 
those  alterations  you  seem  to  require,  nor  does  my  judgment  allow  me  either  to 
recommend  or  approve  them. 

I  am,  &c., 

Dorchester. 

Col.  Simcoe. 


NEWS  ITEM  FROM  THE  QUEBEC  GAZETTE  OF  APRIL  2,  1795. 

In  the  Quebec  Gazette  of  the  2d  instant,  the  new  schooner  Kingston  Packet 
of  seventy  tons  burden,  is  advertised  to  sail  from  Kingston  and  other  places  on  Lake 
Ontario.  This  vessel  is  as  large  as  some  of  Queen  Elizabeth  s  men-of-war  which 
fought  the  Spanish  Armada. 

(From  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  28  April,  1795.) 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  JOHN  DESERONTYO. 

Kingston,  April  4th,  1795. 

Brother,^  ter(Jay  favore(j  with  your  written  message  mentioning  that  Captain 
Brant  had  “sent  you  word”  that  a  Council  would  be  held  next  Spring  to  the 
westward,  but  that  he  gives  you  “no  account  of  the  business  you  say  however 
you  will  go  if  it  concerns  that  Affair,  The  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  by  the  United 
States  the  Seneckias,  Oneidas,  Onondagoes  and  Cayugas,  The  Terms  of  which  you 
disapprove,  but  you  add  it  is  now  too  late  to  remedy  them.  . 

Brother  as  soon  as  I  received  this  communication  from  you  it  was  laid  before 
your  Father,  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor.  He  was  very  il  ,  and 
am  sorry  to  say  it  pleases  the  Great  Spirit  to  continue  him  m  that  State.  I  cannot 
therefore  inform  you  whether  His  Excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  business  you 
mention,  but  I  make  no  doubt  whenever  he  is  recovered,  he  will  direct  me  to  write 
to  you  upon  this  subject  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity— I  detained  your 
Runner  in  hopes  that  His  Excellency  would  have  been  well  enough  to  have  given 
me  an  Answer  to  your  letter  this  morning,  but  he  is  still  confined  with  sickness. 

I  remain,  &c. 

U  R  T  T  rT'rTTT  TT'TJ  A  T  TTC: 


Capt.  J.  Deserontyo. 
Mohawk  Village. 


S.P.— 23 
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FROM  PETER  RUSSELL  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Niagara,  5th  April,  1795. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  day  honored  by  your  Excellency’s  letter  of  the  19th  March,  and 
observing  by  it  that  you  approach  nearer  to  us,  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
Simcoe  and  the  children  have  suffered  no  bad  consequences  from  their  winter 
Journey.  For  not  being  inured  to  the  extreme  rigor  of  these  northern  Climes,  I 
have  felt  the  severity  of  this  Winter  to  be  so  uncomfortable  to  me,  that  I  verily 
think  one  or  two  more  such  would  put  a  period  to  my  existence. 


Agreeable  to  your  Excellency’s  desire  I  have  requested  Mr.  White  to  let  me 
know  from  whence  has  originated  the  Clause  in  the  Title  Deeds  that  reserves  to 
the  Crown  all  White  Pines,  should  his  answer  arrive  before  I  am  obliged  to  seal 
this  letter  I  shall  enclose  it  for  your  Excellency’s  information. 

I  am  afraid  upon  your  Excellency’s  arrival  here,  you  may  not  be  very  well 
pleased  with  some  occurrences  that  have  passed  in  the  Course  of  the  Winter. 
C  aptain  Brandt  has  (I  understand)  sold  to  Mr.  Stedman1  and  others  twelve  miles 
square  of  the  Lands  on  the  Grand  River,  and  Mr.  Jarvis,  as  Register,  has  recorded 
the  Deed.  It  is  also  whispered  that  he  has  purchased  a  considerable  Tract  from 
the  Missassagues  upon  a  speculation  (I  presume)  of  disposing  of  it  to  Government 
on  his  own  Terms.  It  is  likewise  said  that  his  son  has  lately  murdered  a  White 
Man  by  blowing  his  Brains  out  in  the  presence  of  two  other  white  men;  but  I  do 
not  hear  that,  information  has  been  yet  regularly  made  of  the  transaction  before  a 
Magistrate  though  it  has  been  so  publicly  talked  of  that  I  have  little  doubt  that 
the  Grand  Jury  will  present  it  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions.  Another  very  unpleas¬ 
ant  Circumstance  has  happened,  which  I  should  be  delicate  in  mentioning  to 
your  Excellency,  was  it  possible  to  conceal  it  from  you.  A  most  malicious  and 
scandalous  Paper  has  been  found  posted  up  on  the  Gaol  tending  to  injure  the 
characters  of  the  Smalls,  the  Macaulays  and  the  McDonells  in  the  grossest  manner; 
the  writing  of  which  appeared  to  every  one  who  saw  it  to  bear  so  strong  a  resem¬ 
blance  to  that  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  that  an  action  has  been  instituted  against  him  as 
the  author;  and  Mr.  Jarvis  made  oath  before  me  as  a  Magistrate  on  Saturday  last 
that  he  is  neither  the  author  nor  the  writer  of  the  Paper  in  question,  nor  ever  heard 
anything  respecting  it  either  directly  or  indirectly  until  after  it  was  become  the 
general  Subject  of  conversation  in  the  town.  I  am  told  too  that.  Mr.  Swazey2  is  to 
be  informed  against  to  the  next  Grand  Jury  as  an  Exciter  of  Sedition. 


Your  truly  faithful  &c. 

TT  _  ,  Peter  Russell. 

His  Excellency  Major  General  Simcoe. 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


1  Philip  Stedman,  formerly  contractor  for  the  transport  of  goods  over  the  Niagara  portage. 

2  Isaac  Swayze,  1751-1828,  a  loyalist  from  NewJersey,  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for 
one  of  the  ridings  of  the  County  of  Lincoln,  1792-6,  1800-08;  captain  of  a  troop  of  Royal  Artillery 
Drivers,  1813. 
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FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Whitehall,  April  6th,  1795. 


The  very  ample  provision  which  in  process  of  time  the  Church  lands  will 
afford  to  the  Protestant  Clergy,  will  doubtless  at  a  future  period,  render  the 
perception  of  Tythes  unnecessary,  and  it  therefore  becomes  a  very  material  object 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  tend  most  directly  or  immediately  to  render  them, 
as  well  as  the  Crown  Lands,  in  some  degree  productive.  With  this  view  I  submit 
to  your  Lordship’s  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  form  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Executive  Council  for  the  care  and  management  of  the  Church  and 
Crown  Lands,  who  should  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  let  the  same  to  the 
possessors  of  adjoining  Lots,  or  other  persons  for  terms  of  years  or  lives,  on  eertain 
reserved  Rents,  to  be  respectively  received  and  managed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Crown  and  the  future  incumbents  of  the  Rectories  which  shall  be  established 

respect  to  such  lands  pursuant  to  the  Canada  Act.  .  , 

These  lands  will,  of  course,  become  of  some  consideration  m  proportion  as  the 
Lots  adjoining  to  them  become  cultivated,  especially  to  the  holders  of  the  ad¬ 
joining  Lots,  and  it  seems  highly  proper  that  some  competent,  respectable,  and 
responsible  mode  of  managing  them  should  be  adopted  without  delay 

I  am  therefore  desirous  that  Your  Lordship  should  consult  with  His  Majesty  s 
Law  Officers  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  with  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  as  far  as  the 
Church  Lands  are  concerned,  and  report  to  me  for  His  Majesty  s  information,  the 
result  of  your  deliberations. 

Portland. 


Lord  Dorchester. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLO.  BUTLER  AGENT  FOR  INDIAN 
AFFAIRS  AT  NIAGARA  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW,  S.I.A., 

DATED  AT  NEWARK  8th  APRIL,  1795. 


“Since  writing  you  by  the  Express  in  March  last  nothing  material  has  oc¬ 
curred  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  Department,— I  have  had  the  original  1  reaty 
and  other  Papers  relative  to  what  was  transacted  at  Konondaigua  last  fall  shewn 
me  bv  some  of  the  Principal  Chiefs  of  the  Six  nations;  your  son  has  them  to  Copy 
and  they  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  first  Opportunity  —I  am  sorry  to  Acquaint  you 
that  I  hear  Captain  Brant’s  Son,  Isaac,  has  cruel  y  and  without  any  C  ause  or 
provocation  murdered  a  White  man  who  was  Settled  at  the  Giancl  Rivei .  av 
had  no  Official  Account  of  it  but  am  afraid  its  too  true.’’ 


FROM  FRANCIS  LE  MAISTRE  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  9th  April,  1795. 


Sir, 


In  consequence  of  vour  letter  to  Lord  Dorchester  dated  20th  February  last 
mentioning  that  application  had  been  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Joel  Stone  for  one  or 
more  of  the  condemned  cannon  atPointe  Yvrogne,  enquiry  has  been  made  of  the 
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Commanding  Engineer  who  reports  that  a  Return  of  them  with  other  unserviceable 
stores  worth  preserving  was  in  the  years  1788  and  1790  made  to  the  Master  General 
and  Board  of  Ordnance  who  approved  the  estimate  of  the  expence  of  bringing 
them  to  Quebec  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  transported  to  England-  but  in¬ 
dependent  of  these  directions  His  Lordship  does  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to 
dispose  of  them. 

With  regard  to  the  Howitzer  reported  to  be  in  the  woods  opposite  the  Toneato 
and  the  twenty  four  pounder  on  Fort  Levy  Island  His  Lordship  thinks  it  will  be 
very  proper  to  have  them  both  brought  in. 

In  answer  to  your  enquiry  concerning  the  conditions  upon  the  waste  Lands  of 
the  Crown  m  this  Province  are  granted  I  am  directed  to  state  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars  as  they  have  been  communicated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  acting  as  the  Land  Committee. 

"Ihe  Applicants  for  lands  give  a  list  of  their  names  to  the  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  enquire  into  and  report  the  principles  and  char¬ 
acters  of  each  and  if  in  their  opinion  they  will  become  useful  settlers  in  this  Province. 

2nd.  Afterwards  a  list  of  such  as  are  approved  by  the  Governor  in  Council 
is  returned  to  the  Commissioners  with  directions  to  administer  the  oaths  or  affirma¬ 
tion  and  also  to  see  them  make  and  subscribe  the  declaration. 

3rd.  This  done  they  may  obtain  a  grant  for  any  quantity  from  200  to  1200 
acres  that  may  be  ordered  by  the  Governor  in  Council  on  considering  their  several 
merits  and  pretensions. 

4th-.  They  must  clear  two  acres  per  100  in  the  first  three  years  and  five  acres 
per  100  m  the  four  following  years. 

No  grants  have  yet  issued  here. 

There  is  no  plan  or  sketch  of  Fort  Levy  (Augustus)  either  in  the  Engineer’s 
or  Surveyor  General’s  Department  nor  does  Lord  Dorchester  know  where  to  find 
one,  or  he  would  immediately  order  a  copy  to  be  sent  up  to  you. 


(Unaddressed) 


I  am,  &c. 

Fran,  le  Maistre,  M.S. 


FROM  WILLIAM  JOHNSON  CHEW  TO  JOSEPH  CHEW. 

Dear  Sir,  Niagara,  llth  Apr.  1795. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  the  Original  Treaty  concluded  at  Kon-on-daigua 
in  November  last  between  the  United  States  and  Six  Nations  also  a  Copy  of  the 
Ratification  of  the  Said  Treaty  and  Colo.  Pickering’s  letter  to  the  Six  Nations  ac¬ 
quainting  them  therewith,  these  Papers  were  delivered  to  Colo.  Butler  by  some 
Principal  Seneca  Chiefs  from  Buffalo  Creek,  at  a  Meeting  held  at  Newark  30th 
March  1795,  the  Proceedings  of  which  Meeting  are  also  inclosed. 

It  is  Currently  reported  (and  I  am  sorry  to  add  no  doubt  of  its  being  true) 
that  Captain  Brant’s  son  Isaac  has  murdered  a  White  man  at  the  Grand  River 
who  it  appears  was  a  Deserter  from  Wayne’s  Army,  a  Harness  maker  or  Sadler  bv 
trade,  and  promised  to  be  of  great  use  to  the  Settlement. 

Capt.  Brant  I  hear  is  Extremely  distressed  about  it  and  that  he  had  been 
heard  to  say,  he  wished  his  son  might  be  demanded  on  the  occasion — Colonel 
Butler  told  me  the  other  day  that  the  Indians  at  the  Grand  River  had  sold  or 
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leased  for  a  long  Period  a  Large  Tract  of  Land  Bordering  on  that  River  to  a  Mr. 
Stedman  of  Fort  Schlosser. 

The  Gentleman  who  takes  Charge  of  these  Papers  goes  to  Kingston  by  Y\  ay 
of  Oswego,  therefore  as  it  is  not  a  direct  Conveyance,  I  shall  postpone  sending  the 
last  Quarters  Return  of  the  Stores  until  the  Navigation  Opens. 

I  am,  &c. 

Willm  Johnson  Chew. 
Str.  Keepr.  I.D. 

Joseph  Chew,  Esq. 

S.I.A. 

Montreal. 


FROM  JOSEPH  CHEW  TO  THOMAS  ASTON  COFFIN. 

Montreal  15th  Apr.  1795. 

Dc£ir 

I  inclose  you  the  Proceedings  of  or  rather  the  Speeches  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians 
and  the  Persons  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York  to  Confer  with  them. 

from  the  report  of  these  Indians  great  attention  was  Paid  to  them  at  New 
York.  Each  of  them  was  allowed  a  Dollar  P.  day  for  their  support  they  were 
Carried  on  Board  the  French  Frigates  shewn  their  Museum  with  a  Plan  of  the 
Guillotine  taking  the  King  of  Frances  Head  of,  which  they  say  appeared  as  it 
Bleeding— and  when  they  came  away  had  five  hundred  Dollars  given  to  them— 
I  have  no  doubt  this  Account  has  been  fully  represented  to  the  three  Indians  from 
the  Grand  River,  from  Every  Information  I  am  able  to  obtain  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  Americans  are  more  than  Commonly  Generous  and  attentive  to  the 
Indians  at  Present— and  that  they  spare  no  Pains  and  are  at  more  Expence  than 
they  ever  before  have  been  at  in  Order  at  this  time  to  bring  them  over  to  their 

Interest.  ,  „ 

I  am,  &c. 

Joseph  Chew. 

Thomas  Aston  Coffin,  Esqr. 


FROM  D.  W.  SMITH  TO  JOHN  ASKIN. 

Niagara,  17  April,  1795. 

Dearihave  received  your  Letters  of  the  8th  &  17th  of  March.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  effect  any  determination  on  the  Natural  Meadows  at  the  mouth  ot  the 

T^a  The  Business  you  mention  of  receiving  settlers  to  within  our  Lines  would  not 
be  attended  to  in  the  way  of  a  letter  to  me,  but  his  Excellency  is  open  to  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  such  a  measure  by  petition  to  him  in  Council  -The  settling  of  Lots  x-foie 
the  patents  are  issued  is  considered  as  improper— and  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  get  the  Reserves  reserved — If  you  allude  to  Commodore  Grant  s  Children,  a 
memorial  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  him  would  be  ineffectual,  as  he  got  lands  tor 
them  in  the  proportion  he  has  done  purely  because  he  was  a  privy  Counsellor,  and 
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as  such  due  to  his  Rank — The  Reserves  are  chiefly  under  the  Surveyor  of  Woods 
&  the  Receiver  General — The  terms  of  Townships  are  generaly  promulgated  in 
his  Excellency’s  original  proclamation,  so  that  I  see  little  or  no  pecuniary  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  them — I  apprehend  that  such  Canadians  as  wish  to  remove 
within  our  Limits  may  be  accomodated  nearly  in  the  situation  you  mention,  if  they 
are  proper  Subjects,  &  recommended  for  Locations  by  a  Magistrate — if  the  Certi¬ 
ficates  obtained  that  way  have  been  got  or  sold  surreptitiously,  those  concerned 
will  certainly  be  disappointed — In  regard  to  your  project1  with  Messieurs  Randall 
&  Whitney  I  can  say  but  little,  think  it  better  therefore  to  say  nothing. 


D.  W.  Smith. 

To  John  Askin,  Esq. 

Detroit. 

(Askin  Papers,  Burton  Historical  Collection,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  148.) 


FROM  E.  B.  LITTLEHALES  TO  WILLIAM  TIFFANY. 

Kingston,  April  19th,  1795. 

Mr.  Tiffany, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  this  month. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  wishing  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  to  improve  by 
degrees  and  to  establish  a  character,  is  desirous  that  this  character  should  be 
founded  on  its  truth.  He  therefore  as  I  believe,  he  personally  told  you  that  you 
might  print  all  news,  provided  you  gave  the  authority  of  the  paper  from  whence  it 
was  taken,  can  have  no  objection  to  your  continuing  to  do  so.  Of  course  your 
own  good  sense  and  discretion  in  a  variety  of  intelhgence  would  induce  you  to 
prefer  that,  if  it  appears  to  be  true,  which  is  most  favorable  to  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment.  It  seems  to  have  been  thoughtless  in  you  to  have  published  a  libel  for  which 
the  printer  was  prosecuted  in  Ireland  as  without  doubt  you  are  liable  to  a  similar 
prosecution  in  this  Country. 

You  may  depend  upon  it  that  while  you  act  uprightly  and  industriously,  you 
will  meet  with  His  Excellency’s  support,  nor  will  any  person  have  any  influence  to 
prejudice  you  in  his  opinion.  You  must  be  the  architect  of  your  own  fortune, 
and  the  best  preserver  of  your  own  character. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Wm.  Tiffany, 

Printer  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette. 


FROM  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

No.  28.  Quebec,  25th  April,  1795. 

My  Lord, 

No  one  can  be  more  thoroughly  convinced  than  I  am,  of  the  expediency  of 
preserving  Peace  with  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Propriety  of  the  King’s  Mini¬ 
sters  pointing  out  to  the  distant  Servants  of  the  Crown,  every  departure  from  the 


1  For  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  Indians. 
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Intentions  of  Government,  so  that  I  have  only  to  express  my  acknowledgements 
for  the  very  friendly  manner  in  which  these  matters  have  been  stated  by  your 
Grace. 

At  the  same  time  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  in  the  Progress  of  Political 
Events,  Cases  of  importance  will  come  forward  which  require  to  be  decided  upon 
without  delay,  though  of  a  nature  so  delicate  that  Persons  of  sound  Judgment  and 
much  Experience,  agreeing  as  to  the  End,  may  yet  differ  in  Opinion,  as  to  what  is 
best  to  be  done,  or  most  likely  to  produce  a  desired  Effect. 

In  this  Difficulty  I  found  myself  when  called  upon  to  give  an  Answer  to  the 
Indians  who  had  assembled  at  the  Miamis  in  the  year  Ninety  three. 

About  the  same  time  I  became  fully  informed  of  the  Dangers  at  the  Detroit, 
and  of  the  Menaces  of  Mr.  Wayne  who  now  loudly  and  unconditionally  arrogated 
as  an  undoubted  Right,  all  the  Territory  on  their  side  the  Treaty  Line,  barely 
allowing  us  the  temporary  possession  of  a  small  space  within  an  Inclosure  of  Piquets. 

This  Doctrine  had  indeed  been  asserted,  and  fully  acted  upon  near  Lake 
Champlain,  but  there  the  Mischiefs  were  not  considerable,  The  Insult  excepted 
and  the  Evils  which  might  flow  from  a  further  Extension  of  the  Precedent,  but 
great  danger  to  both  the  Canadas  was  to  be  apprehended  from  Detroit. 

To  have  permitted  ourselves  to  be  thus  straightened,  would  have  been  to 
deliver  up  our  Troops,  pinioned— defenceless,  as  well  as  a  very  valuable  com¬ 
mercial  Property  to  the  discretion  of  Mr.  Wayne  and  his  Army. 

Under  such  circumstances  I  could  have  no  hesitation. 

My  Answer  to  the  Indians  was  greatly  within  what  the  Conduct  of  the  States 
would  have  justified,  and  their  Complaint  of  our  occupying  a  Post  on  the  Miamis, 
little  better  than  a  Farce,  while  in  strict  diplomatic  Equity  they  ought  to  have  kept 
within  the  Limits  occupied  by  themselves  at  the  Peace  of  Eighty  three,  nothing 
on  the  Western  Frontier  having  been  given  up  by  us,  on  Account  of  the  non- 
execution  of  the  Treaty  on  their  part. 

This  diplomatic  principle  they  knew,  and  dictated  to  us,  but  their  application 
of  it  to  what  took  place  at  the  Miamis,  served  to  prove  that  we  were  strictly  within 
the  Rule  prescribed  by  themselves. 

I  considered  that  no  People  could  be  so  absurd  as  to  go  to  War  from  Motives 
so  trifling.  But  if,  in  the  expectation  of  profiting  by  our  Weakness,  they  were 
determined  on  War,  every  Effort  became  necessary  to  better  our  Condition. 

On  close  attention  to  the  Matter,  I  thought  I  perceived  that  in  Canada,  we 
had  considerably  relaxed,  while  the  Plan  of  the  States  was  to  press  on  in  proportion 
and  to  push  matters  as  far  as  might  be  short  of  Hostilities.  In  this  state  of  things, 
that  which  seemed  most  to  be  feared  was,  that  presuming  on  our  meek  and  entire 
acquiescence  under  every  degree  of  aggression,  they  might  be  hurried  too  far. 

It  therefore  became  necessary  to  quicken  their  own  apprehensions  of  dange.r, 
the  better  to  guard  against  Insult  and  Injury  and  Rapine  which  must  have  greatly 
embarrassed  any  Pacification. 

They  immediately  perceived  that  Mr.  Wayne’s  situation  became  critical  the 
Moment  he  proceeded  to  extremities,  Clamour  followed  of  course,  it  is  their 
Manner.  It  is  the  old  Political  Engine  which  they  bring  forward  to  deface  the  real 
features  of  an  Object,  And  impress  the  Multitude  with  Sentiments  Suited  to  the 

Schemes  of  their  Rulers.  _ 

With  much  greater  Art  and  a  more  refined  Policy,  do  they  play  off  their  con- 
tending  Parties,  and  occasionally  render  them  subservient  to  Purposes  both 
domestic  and  foreign. 

On  the  late  occasion  they  had  well  nigh  pushed  those  Refinements  too  far, 
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had  the  opposing  party  with  their  Friends,  availed  themselves  of  this  Indiscretion, 
in  the  moment  they  might  have  endangered,  or  perhaps,  have  completely  overturned 
the  Federal  Government,  and  have  rendered  this  Continent  a  Scene  of  great 
Confusion. 

By  this  Ample  Explanation  I  do  not  mean  to  object  to  the  King’s  Ministers 
censuring  my  Conduct  as  far  as  the  National  Interests  may  require.  There  I 
think  the  Line  should  be  drawn. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  liberal  disposition  which  left  open  for  reconsideration 
my  Request  to  return  home,  my  intentions  have  been  some  time  fixed.  In  subse¬ 
quent  Letters  I  have  given  so  many  Reasons,  that  I  hope  your  Grace  will  be  con¬ 
vinced  the  King’s  Service  renders  it  necessary. 

The  Motives  for  sending  me  here  in  the  Year  Eighty  six,  and  the  Policy  then 
approved  being  now  totally  changed  I  should  in  consequence  have  begged  leave 
to  retire  from  the  Command,  even  if  it  had  not  been  so  broken  and  inverted,  that 
Prudence  requires  that  I  should  temporize  till  the  arrival  of  my  Successor  and 
contract  my  interference  within  as  narrow  limits  as  possible. 

Besides  all  these  Reasons,  my  advanced  time  of  Life  denies  me  that  Activity 
necessary  for  a  distant  Command,  after  Fifty  three  years  Service,  I  beg  to  be 
indulged  with  the  Privilege  of  an  Invalid,  and  from  henceforth  to  be  reserved 
for  home  Service  if  that  should  ever  be  found  requisite. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Dorchester. 

His  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Portland, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Endorsed: — Quebec  25th  April  1795  Lord  Dorchester.  R.  25th  June.  No. 
28.  Ansd.  6th  July  1795 


FROM  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  THE  BISHOP  OF  QUEBEC. 

Upper  Canada,  Kingston,  30th  April,  1795. 

My  Lord  Bishop. 

Agreeably  to  my  promise  I  offer  to  you  some  remarks  on  your  Letter  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas  of  the  15th  of  September;  and  having  of  late  resided  in  the 
several  parts  of  this  Province  which  Your  Lordship  visited  the  last  Summer  I  am 
the  more  fully  enabled  to  substantiate  your  Observation. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  will  think  it  expedient  to 
concur  in  Your  Lordship’s  opinions;  and  I  hope  that  by  the  truly  respectable 
channel  which  you  have  pointed  out,  this  Province  may  be  immediately  furnished 
with  more  Clergy,  and  with  a  School-Master. 

In  regard  to  this  latter  Person,  I  should  conceive  myself  fully  justified  to  allow 
the  same  Salary,  one  hundred  pounds  p.  Annum,  as  has  been  allotted  in  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Lower  Canada,  to  any  respectable  Man  of  Your  Lordship’s  recommendation. 

As  you  have  requested  from  Mr.  Dundas  instructions  relative  to  Tythes,  I 
think  it  not  unreasonable  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  at  present  in  the 
opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  they  unquestionably  exist  in  the  same  force 
as  before  the  separation  of  the  Provinces,  although  I  understand  there  are  those 
who  hold  a  contrary  language  on  their  own  construction  of  the  late  Act;  yet,  these 
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Tythes  being  but  a  twenty-fifth,  would  be  insufficient  in  themselves  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Clergy;  and  in  this  Province,  it  would  be  in  all  respects  inexpedient, 
if  not  impracticable  to  collect  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  having  informed  me  that  this  Province  must  look  to 
Great  Britain  for  her  Clergy  at  the  present,  I  can  only  now  offer  in  addition  to 
Your  Lordship’s  statement,  my  opinion  on  the  means  absolutely  necessary  to 
render  this  dependance  upon  Great  Britain,  which  I  fear  will  prove  inadequate  & 
therefore  fallacious,  of  as  short  a  duration  as  it  is  possible. 

I  beg  for  this  purpose  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  the  Extracts  of  those  com¬ 
munications  which  I  have  heretofore  made  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  on  this  im¬ 
portant  subject,  and  which  the  shortness  of  Your  Lordship’s  stay  at  Niagara,  and 
the  pressure  of  the  business  with  which  I  was  then  engrossed  prevented  me  from 
offering  to  you  at  that  place. 

I  am  to  observe  upon  these  communications,  that  Mr.  Dundas  in  his  answer 
to  me  (I  quote  from  memory)  approves  of  a  School  but  intimates  “that  the  Coun¬ 
try  must  make  the  University,  not  the  University  the  Country,  ” — to  this  observa¬ 
tion  I  can  only  reply  what  I  once  said  to  Your  Lordship,  “Upper  Canada  is  a  new 
Country,  but  not  a  new  People,”  and  I  humbly  apprehend  it  forms  an  exception  to 
W'hat  may  possibly  be  a  general  Rule. 

Every  circumstance  that  has  happened  in  Europe,  that  is  still  in  Action,  or 
that,  internally  affects  this  Colony,  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  policy 
and  justice  in  Great  Britain  to  establish  sufficient  Seats  of  learning,  not  only  to 
begin,  but  to  complete  the  education  of  the  Children  of  the  principal  People  of  this 
Country,  so  as  to  qualify  them  for  the  proper  exercise  of  those  leading  functions 
in  the  Church  and  State  to  which  they  have  a  birth-right  and  which  they  will 
attain  with  or  without  Education. 

Perhaps,  the  Constitution  given  to  Upper  Canada,  however  late,  forms  the 
singular  exception  to  that  want  of  preventive  wisdom  which  has  characterized  the 
present  times — The  People  of  this  Province  enjoy  the  forms,  as  well  as  the  privileges 
of  the  British  Constitution;  they  have  the  means  of  governing  themselves,  and 
having’  nothing  to  ask,  must  ever  remain  a  part  of  the  British  Empire  provided 
they  shall  become  sufficiently  capable  &  enlightened  to  understand  their  relative 
situation,  and  to  manage  their  own  power  to  the  Public  Interest.  Liberal  Educa¬ 
tion  seems  to  me,  therefore  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  and  the  completion  of  it 
by  the  Establishment  of  an  University  in  the  Capital  of  the  Country,  the  Residence 
of  the  Governor  and  Council,  The  Bishop,  the  Heads  of  the  Law  and  of  the  General 
quality  of  the  Inhabitants,  consequent  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  in  my  apprehen¬ 
sion  would  be  most  useful  to  inculcate  just  principles,  habits  and  manners  into  the 
rising  generation;  to  coalesce  the  different  customs  of  the  various  descriptions  of 
Settlers,  Emigrants  from  the  old,  or  Europe  into  one  form; in  short  from  distinct 
parts  and  ancient  prejudices  to  new-model,  as  it  were  and  establish  one  Nation 
and  thereby  to  strengthen  the  Union  with  Great  Britain  and  to  preserve  a  lasting 
obedience  to  His  Majesty’s  Authority. 

The  Income  contemplated  for  such  an  Establishment  is  certainly  of  itself  too 
contemptible  to  be  withheld  from  the  prosecution  of  so  great  an  object  on  any 
view  of  expence. 

I  naturally  should  wish  that  the  Clergy  requisite  for  office  in  the  University 
in  the  first  instance  should  be  Englishmen,  if  possible  (conforming  therein  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas’s  opinion,  and  indeed  in  this  respect  to  my  own)  but  as  in  an 
object  of  such  magnitude  no  explanation  can  be  too  minute  which  fairly  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  elucidates  those  points  which  ought  not  to  be  misunderstood,  I  only  refer 
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to  Your  Lordship’s  slight  experience  of  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  American 
Settlers  to  say,  how  very  different  they  are  from  those  of  Great  Britain,  and  how 
unlikely  it  is  for  Clergymen  educated  in  England,  with  English  families  and  pro¬ 
pensities,  habituated  in  every  situation  to  a  greater  degree  of  refinement  and 
comfort  than  can  be  found  in  a  New  Country,  or  possibly  anywhere  without  the 
precincts  of  Great  Britain,  How  unlikely  it  is  that  such  persons  could  obtain  that 
Influence  with  their  Parishioners  which  may  essentially  promote  the  objects  of 
their  Mission. 

In  the  Infancy  of  such  a  Government  as  that  of  Upper  Canada,  and  in  the 
general  Indisposition  of  these  times  to  all  restraint,  it  seems  to  be  of  peculiar 
importance  to  prevent  the  public  interest  both  in  Church  and  State  from  suffering 
through  any  Ill  will  or  disregard  which  The  King’s  Subjects  may  bear  to  those 
Persons  who  are  in  any  manner  concerned  in  its  Administration. 

On  the  other  hand  I  am  persuaded,  if  at  the  outset  a  few  pious,  learned  men  of 
just  zeal  and  primitive  manners,  shall  be  sent  out  to  this  Country  with  sufficient 
inducement  to  make  them  support  this  honorable  banishment  with  Cheerfulness, 
and  that  in  the  first  instance  Your  Lordship  shall  not  too  strenuously  insist  upon 
Learning  as  a  qualification  for  Ordination,  where  there  are  evident  marks  of  religious 
disposition  and  proofs  of  Morality,  I  am  confident  the  rising  Generation  will  be 
brought  up  competently  learned  and  properly  endued  with  Religion  and  Loyalty; 
and  it  is  probable  that  they  may  at  least  be  equal  to  those  of  Connecticut  in  this 
Continent,  whose  Clergy  are  in  general  inferior  to  none  in  these  points  of  learning 
&  of  acquisitions  in  the  dead  Languages,  which  may  be  generally  considered  as  the 
necessary  materials  and  Instruments  of  their  Sacred  Profession. 

In  short:  My  Lord,  if  the  maintenance  of  Religion  and  Morality  be  merely 
considered  in  a  Commercial  Light,  as  so  much  Merchandize,  the  Bounty  which  I 
have  proposed  and  most  earnestly  implore  may  be  for  a  while  extended  to,  it  will 
augment  that  Produce  in  which  the  Union  of  this  Country  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  Preservation  of  His  Majesty’s  Sovereignty  may  ultimately  depend — I  am 
almost  ashamed  of  using  this  Metaphorical  Language  but  it  is  that  of  the  Age. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  late  progress  has  given  me  equal  uneasiness  with  the 
general  application  of  all  Ranks  of  the  most  Loyal  Inhabitants  of  this  Province, 
that  I  would  obtain  for  them  Churches  &  Ministers;  they  say  “that  the  rising 
generation  is  rapidly  returning  to  Barbarism,”  they  state  that  the  Sabbath  so 
wisely  set  apart  for  devotion  is  literally  unknown  to  their  children  who  are  busily 
employed  in  searching  for  amusement  in  which  they  may  consume  that,  day  and 
it  is  of  serious  consideration  that  on  the  approach  of  the  Settlers  of  the  United 
States  to  our  Frontiers,  particularly  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  these  People  who  by  ex¬ 
perience  have  found  that  Schools  and  Churches  are  essential  to  their  rapid  Estab¬ 
lishments,  may  possibly  allure  many  of  our  most  respectable  Settlers  to  Emigrate 
to  them  while  in  this  respect  we  suffer  so  disgraceful  a  deficiency. 

The  Principal  Emigrants  to  these  Settlements  which  (so  soon  as  the  Articles 
of  the  Peace  of  1783  shall  be  ratified  and  carried  into  execution)  will  immediately 
take  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Upper  St.  Lawrence,  and  Niagara  River  will  be 
from  the  States  of  New  England — these  People  are  strictly  united  among  them¬ 
selves,  indefatigable  in  their  pursuits,  temperate,  patient  of  toil,  full  of  resource, 
and  nationally  and  individually  of  undaunted  Courage — All  the  other  Provinces 
of  the  Confederation  will  be  unavailing,  opposed  to  the  unmeasureable  ambition 
of  the  New  Englanders — They  already  possess  the  Genesee  Country  and  are  ex¬ 
tending  on  the  Banks  of  the  Ontario  tho’  under  the  New  York  Jurisdiction. — They 
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offer  to  settle  the  King’s  Dominions,  they  possess  the  pre-emption  of  the  lands  on 
Lake  Erie,  and  in  Great  numbers  crowd  into  the  Western  Territories. 

A  principal  foundation  of  the  wise  and  necessary  Friendship  of  Great  Britain 
with  these  their  legitimate  Descendants,  I  have  heretofore  pointed  out  as  to  be 
deduced  from  the  most  intimate  union  and  reconcilement  between  the  British 
Episcopal  Church  and  that  of  the  Independent  form  of  Worship  used  in  the  New 
England  Provinces;  an  emanation  from  the  English  Episcopal  Church,  as  all  their 
Authors  avow  and  principally  originating  in  the  harsh  measures  of  the  secular 
power  which  the  English  Church  once  exercised,  but  which  is  now  no  more. 

Tho’  my  Ideas  on  this  subject  were  probably  misunderstood,  and  the  luke¬ 
warm  spirit  of  the  times  had  I  been  even  called  upon  for  their  explanation  would 
doubtless  have  slighted  my  reasons  as  merely  struck  out  in  the  heat  of  Imagination 
and  not,  as  they  are,  the  sober  deductions  of  much  thought  and  of  personal  Ob¬ 
servation,  yet  nothing  has  happened  since  I  left  England  in  the  least  to  invalidate 
to  my  own  conception,  the  policy  of  the  measures,  I  then  proposed  and  as  fai  as 
may  be  now  in  the  power  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  I  most  earnestly  hope,  that 
what  remains  may  be  effected.- — that  is,  by  giving  the  means  of  proper  education 
in  the  Province,  both  in  the  rudiments  and  in  its  completion,  that  from  ourselves 
we  may  raise  up  a  Loyal  and  in  due  progress  a  learned  Clergy  and  which  will 
speedilv  tend  to  unite  not  only  the  Puritans  within  the  Province,  but  the  Clergy 
of  the  Episcopal  Churches,  however  dispersed,  to  consider  with  affection  the  parent 
State — to  form,  corroborate  and  unite  within  the  United  States  that  powerful  Body 
of  People  wrho  must  naturally  prefer  the  Alliance  of  Great  Britain  to  that  of  France, 
mostly  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  on  all  sides  to  bring  within  its  Pale 
in  Upper  Canada,  a  very  great  body  of  Sectaries  who  in  my  judgment,  as  it  were, 
offer  themselves  to  its  protection  and  re-union. 

These  objects  wou’d  be  materially  promoted  by  an  University  in  Upper  Can¬ 
ada  which  might  in  due  progress  acquire  such  a  Character  as  to  become  the  Place 
of  Education  to  many  Persons  beyond  the  extent  of  the  King’s  Dominions. 

If  I  recollect,  My  Lord,  Parliament  voted  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the 
erection  of  the  University  proposed  by  Bishop  Berkeley  in  Bermudas. 

The  object  not  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  any  Plan  of  so  respectable  a  Prelate, 
was  certainly  of  trivial  importance  to  what  I  now  propose. 

The  Labours  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  are  visionary, 
as  applicable  to  the  Conversion  of  the  American  Indians  in  their  present 
state;  but  would  be  of  most  essential  benefit  by  promoting  an  University,  which  if 
placed  on  the  spot  I  meditate,  would  in  its  turn  have  great  influence  in  civilizing  the 
Indians  and  what  is  of  more  importance  those  who  corrupt  them. 

The  Episcopal  Clergy  in  Great  Britain  from  pious  motives  as  well  as  policy, 
are  materially  interested  that  the  Church  should  increase  in  this  Province,  I  will 
venture  to  prophesy  its  preservation  depends  upon  an  University  being  erected 
therein. 

The  Great  supports  of  true  Learning  against  the  Minute,  the  Plebeian,  the 
Mechanical  Philosophy  w’hich  in  the  present  day  from  the  successful  and  problema¬ 
tical  experiments  of  its  Professors  in  natural  enquiries,  has  assumed  to  itself  the 
claim  of  dictating  in  religion  &  Morality,  and  in  consequence  now  threatens  mankind 
with  ruin  and  desolation. 

The  Universities  of  England,  I  make  no  doubt,  would  contribute  to  the  planting 
of  a  Scyon  from  their  respectable  Stock  in  this  distant  Colony,  in  short,  My  Lord, 
I  have  not  the  smallest  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  believe  if  a  Protestant  Episcopal 
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University  should  be  proposed  to  be  erected,  even  in  the  United  States,  the  British 
Nation  would  most  liberally  subscribe  to  such  an  Undertaking. 

I  am  therefore  the  more  authorized  to  make  this  Statement  to  Your  Lord- 
ship  and  most  earnestly  hope,  under  God,  that  you  may  be  able  to  complete  this 
desirable  work  in  this  Province,  which  my  various  avocations  do  not  permit  me  to 
undertake  with  due  vigour  and  perseverance,  and  which  as  it  seems  most  peeuliarly 
allotted  to  the  Station  of  the  first  Protestant  Bishop  of  Quebec,  so  I  hope  that  it 
may  be  reserved  to  be  carried  into  Execution  by  the  Abilities  and  Piety  of  Your 
Lordship. 

To  revert  to  other  Objects  of  certainly  inferior  Importance. 

I  took  the  Liberty  of  urging  in  Conversation  with  Lord  Grenville  the  propriety 
of  Arch  Deacons  being  established  in  this  Province,  which  seemed  also  to  be  His 
Lordship’s  intention.  I  cannot  but  recommend  to  Your  Lordship,  if  possible  the 
change  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  name  from  Commissary  to  Archdeacon,  what  ever  may  be 
his  duties. 

This  Province,  in  a  certain  measure  is  Military,  and  the  name  of  Commissary 
does  not  carry  with  it  that  respect  from  the  Association  of  Ideas  which  becomes  the 
Ecclesiastical  Character. 

I  was  told  by  Mr.  Nepean  that  two  thousand  pounds  were  allowed  for 
New  Brunswick  (or  Nova  Scotia)  to  build  Churches,  and  that  the  same  allowance 
would  be  granted  to  this  Province. 

The  mode  of  Expenditure  I  presume  would  be  to  lay  out  the  sum  allotted  on 
bounties  to  assist  the  People  in  erecting  Churches  and  a  Parsonage,  for  instance 
two  hundred  Pounds  for  the  first  ten  Churches  &c.  erected  in  any  part  of  the 
Province  that  should  be  approved  of  by  Government. 

I  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  a  Petition  for  a  Clergyman  from  the  Township  of 
Matilda.  That  of  Oswegatchie  petitioned  me  to  approve  of  a  Mr.  Ogden,  which  I 
by  no  means  thought  proper,  intimating  to  them  at  the  same  time  that  Your  Lord- 
ship  had  applied  for  a  Minister  for  that  Township.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
this  Person  should  settle  himself  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  on  the  Lands  of 
his  Relations  in  the  United  States  and  perform  the  Ecclesiastical  duties.1 

Many  other  Townships  have  applied,  personally,  in  short,  My  Lord,  the  anxiety 
for  the  means  of  performing  their  religious  Duties  is  universal  throughout  the 
Province. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  in  the  last  Year,  The 
Lands  grante4  to  the  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  were  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  State — How  far  this  may  be  just  under 
the  Treaty  of  1783  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say — but  as  I  have  observed  to  Your 
Lordship  formerly,  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  notes  on  Virginia  mentions  an  Estate,  called 
the  Brasserton  Estate  in  Great  Britain  as  applied  to  the  purpose  of  the  College  in 
W  illiamsburg :  It  seems  of  course,  that  some  equal  Principle  should  be  adopted  in 
these  contradictory  instances,  or  at  least  that  the  recent  Confiscation  of  Vermont 
should  not  be  passed  over  without  due  notice. 

I  also  inclose  for  Your  Lordship’s  perusal,  The  Reverend  John  Stuart’s  account 
of  the  situation  of  the  Estate  belonging  to  the  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  on  which  he  resided  prior  to  the  separation  of  America. 

In  the  Administration  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  in  this  Province,  I  have 
much  to  lament  personally,  the  absence  of  Your  Lordship,  as  I  should  have  felt 
confident  in  reposing  upon  your  Piety  and  Judgment  that  all  those  important 
Principles  of  Religion  and  Morality  wdiich  my  Duty  to  His  Majesty  and  the  public 


1  At  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 


THE  SIMCOE  PAPERS 


353 


most  earnestly  press  upon  me  to  have  interwoven  in  the  very  foundation  and  fabric 
of  this  newly  established  Government  would  thereby  have  been  executed  by  Your 
Lordship’s  Aid  with  a  Wisdom  and  foresight  that  however  zealous  may  be  my  in¬ 
tentions,  I  cannot  pretend  to  establish  from  my  multifarious  and  pressing  avoca¬ 
tions,  and  I  should  have  had  the  comfort  in  knowing  that  in  this  awful  part  of  my 
public  Duty,  His  Majesty  would  have  found  this  Government  to  have  been  his  true 
and  faithful  servants. 

The  only  alleviation  I  have  in  my  power  is  by  my  Correspondence,  stating 
to  Your  Lordship  such  objects  which  powerfully  impress  themselves  on  my  mind, 
as  necessary  to  be  carried  into  immediate  Execution;  and  hoping  that  supported 
or  corrected  as  shall  seem  best  to  your  experience  my  opinions  on  Ecclesiastical 
Subjects  may  through  Your  Lordship’s  Application  meet  with  the  concurrence  and 
support  of  His  Majesty’s  Confidential  Servants. 

I  have  already  done  myself  the  honor  of  intimating  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
that  I  should  offer  my  opinions  through  Your  Lordship  to  His  Grace  and  therefore 
Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  make  such  use  of  this  Letter  as  to  you  shall  seem 
expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c., 

J.  G.  Simcoe. 

The  Right  Reverend 

Jacob  (Mountain), 

Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec. 


FROM  JAMES  BABY  TO  J.  G.  SIMCOE. 

His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe,  Esquire, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  Your  Excellency’s  letter  dated  at  Kingston.  I  return 
my  warmest  thanks  for  your  Excellency’s  condescension  in  enquiring  after  my 
health,  which  is  now  pretty  well  re-established.  I  sincerely  hope  your  Excellency 
has  got  the  better  of  your  reported  late  illness. 

The  expectation  I  was  in  to  go  down  early  this  season  I  may  allege  as  an 
excuse  for  not  having  written  by  the  first  vessel.  We  had  not  until  her  return  given 
up  hopes  of  seeing  your  Excellency  here,  which  would  have  been  at  this  period  a 
peculiar  satisfaction  to  us. 

The  dreadful  report  of  the  Posts  being  likely  to  be  ceded  has  at  last  reached 
us.  Various  have  been  the  sensations  of  the  people  here.  Some  are  greatly  dis¬ 
tressed,  the  unruly  pleased  and  getting  already  impertinent  which  gives  me  reason 
to  believe  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  and  perhaps  dangerous  for  the  Civil  to  act 
on  this  side  unless  openly  countenanced  by  the  Military  as  long  as  the  cession  is 
not  made,  for  I  conceive  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  as  long  as  Great  Britain 
holds  these  Posts  the  people  comprehended  therein  are  liable  to  obey  her  Laws, 
otherwise  where  would  be  the  security  of  her  faithful  Subjects.  It  would  have  also 
this  good  effect  or  consequence,  that  if  the  Country  should  not  be  given  up,  it  would 
save  hereafter  the  unpleasing  task  of  bringing  about  or  punishing  perhaps  too 
many  refractors. 

After  having  been  twice  at  the  River  aux  Raisins  to  endeavor  to  bring  to  their 
duty  some  people  who  had  grossly  misbehaved  last  Fall,  and  finding  some  of  them 
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always  refractory,  I  was  determined  to  propose  to  your  Excellency,  to  order  Forty 
or  Fifty  Soldiers  this  Spring  to  be  billeted  among  them,  which  would  have  most 
certainly  kept  them  in  awe  as  their  number  was  but  small,  at  a  very  little  trouble 
and  no  expence,  there  would  have  been  a  stop  to  all  their  misbehavior  since.  How 
far  such  a  measure  may  seem  advisable  at  this  juncture,  I  entirely  submit  to  your 
Excellency’s  wisdom.  I  had  proposed  last  Fall  to  Colonel  England  at  the  time  a 
party  of  the  5th  Regiment  was  ordered  to  Fort  Miamis,  which  could  not  have 
detained  them  any  time,  to  stop  there  and  apprehend  the  ringleaders,  but  he  did 
not  seem  to  think  the  case  so  urgent  and  was  of  opinion  to  have  recourse  to  Law, 
which  according  to  my  opinion  was  too  long  a  process  in  such  critical  times.  They 
have  gone  on  worse  and  worse  every  day,  (not  that  I  mean  to  attribute  it  to  the 
failing  of  my  proposal  to  Colonel  England),  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  Burke 
has  given  himself  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  vain — he  is  so  dissatisfied  that  he  is  on 
the  brink  of  leaving  them  forever. 

The  people  attached  to  Government  are  greatly  surprised  that  no  steps  are 
taken  to  lay  out  either  a  town  or  Fort  on  the  other  side  of  this  River.  They  are 
only  waiting  for  such  a  determination  to  begin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  Baby. 

His  Excellency. 

Governor  Simcoe. 

(undated). 
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(Egushwa),  274;  letter  to  Joseph 
Brant,  287. 

Aitken,  Alex.,  deputy  surveyor,  178, 
255,  263;  his  report  on  Penetang- 
uishene  Harbour,  176. 

Albany,  N.Y.,  85,  165,  190,  293,  313. 

Albany,  N.Y.,  Extract  of  a  letter  from 
a  gentleman  in  Montreal  to  his 
friend  in,  333. 


Algerines,  truce  with  the,  considered 
inimical  to  the  United  States,  36. 

Alleghanies,  54. 

Alleghany  Mountains,  269,  295. 

Alleghany  River,  45. 

Allen,  Ebenezer,  24  and  note  4. 

Allen,  Levi,  247,  248. 

Almyre,  Bishop  of,  90  note  2. 

Ambuscade,  French  frigate,  34,  35. 

America,  215,  265,  268. 

America  crossed  by  Alexander  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  196. 

American  Daily  Advertiser,  (news¬ 
paper),  of  Philadelphia,  50. 

American  (North)  people  as  militia  not 
fitted  for  garrison  duty,  in  Simcoe’s 
opinion,  231. 

American  settlers,  habits  and  manners 
of,  350. 

American  State  Papers,  148  note  2. 

Americans,  policy  of  the  United  States 
people  to  call  themselves,  236. 

Amherst,  Lord,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  British  army,  43,  284,  285  note, 
300. 

Amherstburg,  115  note,  182  note. 

Amherst  Island,  203. 

Ammunition,  165. 

Antifederalist  party  of  the  U.  S.,  234. 

Arabaska,  sloop,  69. 

Archdeacons  for  Upper  Canada,  352. 

Archives,  Canadian,  51  note  1. 

Archives  of  Lower  Canada,  45. 

Arctic  Ocean,  51  note  2. 

Aristocracy,  an,  its  creation  in  Upper 
Canada  easy,  302;  Simcoe’s  desire 
that  corporate  bodies  should  tend 
to  its  support,  235. 

Armed  vessels  on  Lake  Erie,  Journals  of 
the,  325. 

Arms  collected  in  the  U.  S.  and  shipped 
to  France,  35. 

Army  contingencies,  257. 

Army  supplies,  agent  for  purchasing, 
138,  152. 


355 


INDEX 


35G 


Artificers,  90,  95,  199. 

Artificers  at  Miamis,  their  sickness,  102. 

Artillery,  14,  327 ;  some  collected  at 
Fort  Erie,  232;  company  of,  46; 
detachment  of,  at  Miamis,  245; 
five  pounders,  5;  heavy,  151;  three 
pounders,  7. 

Artillery  horses,  165,  167,  184,  245. 

Artillerymen,  7,  46. 

Artillery  practice  requisite  for  the  mil¬ 
itia,  31. 

Askin,  John,  30,  69,  131,  197,  200; 
letter  from  D.  W.  Smith,  345. 

Askin,  Meldrum  &  Park,  69. 

Askin  Papers,  Burton  Historical  Col¬ 
lection,  Detroit  Public  Library, 
346. 

Assessment  regulations  amended,  1,  2. 

Assistant  commissary  at  Detroit,  157, 

200. 

Assistant  Master  Builder  at  Detroit, 
(Mr.  Baker).  331. 

Assistant  storekeeper  at  Detroit,  168. 

Atlantic  Ocean,  57,  194,  195,  248,  249. 

Atlantic  ports,  139. 

Atlantic  States,  54,  60,  61,  229,  268. 

Attorney  General  of  Upper  Canada,  21, 
40,  237,  243. 

Attorneys,  newly  created,  111. 

Au  Glaize  River,  (see  Glaize). 


Baby,  Francis,  letter  to  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
117. 

Baby,  Hon.  James  (Jacques  Baby  de 
Rainville),  4,  5,  14,  40,  69,111,114, 
235;  letter  from  E.  B.  Littlehales, 
197;  letters  to  J.  G.  Simcoe,  46,  353. 

Baby,  Messrs.,  226. 

Bad  Bird,  Chippewa  chief,  315. 

Bailey,  — ,  243. 

Baker,  William,  Assistant  Master  Build¬ 
er  (boats)  at  Detroit,  126,  127,  168, 
175,  245,  275,  331,  336;  letter  from 
J.  G.  Simcoe,  116;  letter  to  R.  G. 
England,  117. 

Ball,  Lieut.  George,  136. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  35,  54. 

Barbadoes,  B.  W.  I.,  35. 

Barber’s  (Gen.)  brigade,  U.S.army,  116. 


Barnes,  Major,  182,  307;  extract  of 
letter  to  D.  W.  Smith,  50. 

Barrere,  89,  90;  his  report  to  the  French 
Convention,  89  and  note. 

Barrier  Forts,  298;  cession  of  the,  271. 

Bath,  203  note  3. 

Battalions,  two  Provincial,  to  be  raised 
without  delay,  72. 

Batteaux,  50,  58,  137,  140,  166,  168, 
192,  195,  197,  282,  308;  forwarding 
supplies  from  Montreal  by,  42; 
navigation  upward,  difficult  for,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Miamis  R.,  74.; 
used  in  the  communication  between 
Kingston  and  Montreal,  66,  67. 

Batteries  and  cannon,  necessary  for  the 
fortification  of  island  posts  on  the 
River  St.  Lawrence,  42. 

Bay  of  Quinffi,  (see  Quinte). 

Bean  Creek  or  Little  Glaize,  13. 

Beatie,  William,  deserter  from  the  U.  S. 
army,  88. 

Beauchamp,  Rev.  W.  M.,  his  letter  on 
the  Simcoe  wampum  belt,  126;  his 
“Revolutionary  soldiers  of  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  N.  Y.”,  165  note. 

Beaver,  sloop,  69,  100. 

Beaver  Creek,  Ohio,  113. 

Beckwith,  Lord,  309  note. 

Bellingham,  Lieut.,  75. 

Berczy  settlement,  near  Yonge  Street, 
192,  193. 

Berkeley,  Bishop,  351. 

Berlin,  305. 

Bermuda  Islands,  177  note;  £20,000 
voted  by  Parliament  for  University 
in  the,  351. 

Bethune,  Rev.  John,  249. 

Betton,  Capt.,  sen’r  officer,  marine, 
Lake  Ontario,  50,  234. 

Bevan,  John,  drummer,  a  deserter  from 
the  British  Fort  Miamis,  179; 
examination  of,  as  a  prisoner  with 
the  U.  S.  army,  13. 

Big  Cat,  Indian  chief,  129. 

Big  Rock,  (Brownstown),  253. 

Bills  of  Exchange  on  Quebec,  256. 

Bishop  of  Quebec,  284,  289,  343,  352. 

Bishop  of  Zion,  247  note  1. 

Bishop  of  Upper  Canada,  an  appoint¬ 
ment  looked  forward  to,  349. 
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Blackbeard,  293,  294. 

Black  Hoof,  discontented  Makujai  chief, 
289. 

Black  Rock,  (at  Buffalo,  N.Y.),  73, 
218,  339. 

Blaney,  Mr.,  101. 

Blockhouse  to  be  built  at  Chatham,  116, 
117,  126,  127,  275,  336. 

Blockhouse  to  be  erected  at  Swan  Creek, 
119,  125. 

Blockhouses,  necessary  for  fortification 
of  island  posts  on  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  42. 

Blue  Jacket,  ( Waugh- we-ya-pe-yis-sin- 
ious),  one  of  the  Shawnee  chiefs,  13, 
275,  276,  279,  281,  287  and  note, 
288,  291,  293,  294,  296,  308,  312, 
336;  his  commission,  288. 

Board  of  Accounts,  338. 

Board  of  Ordnance,  344. 

Board  of  Trade,  (British,)  61, 153  note, 
279. 

Boards  and  staves,  222. 

Boats  collected  at  Fort  Erie,  232. 

Bond,  Phineas,  British  Consul  General, 
Philadelphia,  296;  letter  from  Ed¬ 
mund  Milne  and  John  Musser,  296; 
letters  to  J.  G.  Simcoe,  299, 
(private)  304,  332. 

Bond,  William,  24  and  note  3;  infor¬ 
mation  supplied  by  him,  24. 

Bond’s  Lake,  24  note  3. 

Boston,  333. 

Boundary  of  1783  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  159,  228,  229, 
323. 

Boundary  lines  of  Indian  land  pur¬ 
chases,  254,  255. 

Boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Indians,  9,  28,  124, 
155,  169,  171,  176,  218,  225. 

Boundary  line  between  the  U.  S.  and 
the  Six  Nations  Indians,  103,  104. 

Bounty  for  recruits,  7  guineas,  72. 

Boyle,  Rosseter,  letter  to  E.  B.  Little- 
hales,  291. 

Brackenridge,  Hugh  Henry,  biographi¬ 
cal  note,  103. 

Braddock’s  defeat,  12. 

Brant,  Isaac,  murder  of  a  white  man  by, 
342,  343,  344. 


Brant,  Capt.  Joseph,  7,  76,  78,  85,  95, 
100,  102,  114,  147,  148,  149,  150, 

151,  168,  172,  238,  239,  251,  253, 

274,  278,  279,  280,  288,  323,  326, 

333,  334,  337,  341,  342,  343,  344; 

“great  offers”  by  the  U.  S.  refused 
by  him,  239;  he  alleges  that  he 
would  have  been  at  the  action  at 
the  Fallen  Timber  if  the  Western  na¬ 
tions  had  informed  him  of  Wayne's 
approaches,  258;  he  prepares  to  go 
to  the  Miamis,  40;  his  arrogant 
refusal  of  the  title  deeds  offered 
by  the  Government  for  Indian 
lands,  279;  his  cool  reception  at 
Detroit,  258;  his  disaffection  toward 
Col.  McKee,  as  shown  in  his  letters, 
334;  his  expedition  to  the  Miamis 
with  300  young  warriors,  30;  his 
intentions  to  bring  about  peace 
between  the  Western  Indians  and 
the  United  States,  155;  his  land 
purchase  from  the  Mississagas, 
342;  his  remonstrances  respecting 
Col.  McKee’s  “interference”  in  the 
Indian  Councils,  310,  314;  influence 
of  Col.  Pickering  upon,  334;  Joseph 
Chew’s  estimate  of  Brant’s  course 
in  respect  to  the  U.  S.  war  against 
the  Western  Indians,  334;  letter 
from  Sarah  Ainse,  287;  letter  from 
Israel  Chapin,  155;  message  from 
Henry  O’Beal,  (Complanter) ,  154; 
letters  from  Timothy  Pickering, 
135,  334;  letters  to  Joseph  Chew 
(extract)  140,  310,  314,  330;  letter 
to  R.  G.  England,  106;  letter  to 
Alexander  McKee,  258;  letter  to 
Timothy  Pickering,  168;  Speeches 
to  the  Three  Nations,  287. 

Brant,  Molly,  45  note. 

Brasserton  Estate,  the,  in  Great  Britain, 
352. 

Brest,  France,  263. 

Brickwood,  Pattle  &  Co.,  contract  of, 
223. 

Brissot  de  Warville,  J.  P.,  66  and  note; 
his  “New  Travels  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  performed  in 
1788,”  66  note. 

British  American  garrisons,  138. 
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British  American  trade  with  the  U.  S., 
31 6. 

British  army  victualling,  139;  to  be 
rendered  cheap  and  certain,  67. 

British,  assistance  demanded  by  the 
Western  Indians  from  the,  251. 

British  attitude  respecting  the  alleged 
instigation  of  Indians,  as  seen  by 
Gen.  Wayne,  96. 

British  blamed  for  attack  on  Fort  Re¬ 
covery,  133. 

British  capital  to  be  employed  in  the 
Canadian  colonies,  60,  61. 

British  colonies,  54. 

British  conduct  respecting  the  alleged 
instigation  of  Indian  hostilities,  etc. 
as  seen  in  the  United  States,  9,  16. 

British  Constitution,  its  establishment 
in  Upper  Canada,  235,  265,  268, 
319,  349. 

British  Constitutional  principles,  301. 

British  consuls,  67. 

British  creditors,  damages  sustained  by, 
in  the  U.  S.,  83. 

British  cruisers,  security  for  their  cap¬ 
tures  of  U.  S.  property  demanded 
in  the  U.  S.  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives,  March  27,  1794,  37. 

British  empire,  54,  57,  65,  66,  67,  107, 
216,349;  general  benefit  of  the, 267. 

British  Episcopal  Church,  351. 

British  factory  proposed  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  on  Spanish  territory,  op¬ 
posite  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin, 
53,  54. 

British  goods,  278;  in  stock  at  Montreal, 
195;  in  competition  with  those  of 
the  United  States,  227;  in  Indian 
land  purchases,  241,  254,  278. 

British  Government,  346;  its  avoid¬ 
ance  of  hostilities  with  the  U.  S.  on 
the  subject  of  the  posts,  233;  its 
division  of  Canada  in  1790,  193; 
its  long  practice  of  giving  Indians 
presents  annually,  196;  its  policy 
of  purchasing  Indian  rights  to  the 
land,  194;  provisions  for  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  the,  61. 

British  Government  and  Sandusky,  276. 

British  governors  of  Canada,  201,  202. 

British  Grand  Fleet,  263. 


British  influence  with  the  Indians 
alleged,  121. 

British  manufactures,  U.  S.  imposts  on, 
very  improper,  248;  procurable 
along  the  waterways  much  more 
cheaply,  195;  smuggled  into  Upper 
Canada  from  the  U.  S.,  55;  to  be 
first  in  Indian  estimation,  64;  to  be 
first  in  the  supplies  to  U.  C.  in¬ 
habitants,  65;  western  vent  for, 
249. 

British  Merchants,  228,  271,  323;  in 
the  American  trade,  317. 

British  militia,  233. 

British  minister  at  Philadelphia,  201, 

202. 

British  Navigation  Act,  316. 

British  navy,  191;  its  success,  263;  its 
victualling,  139,  152. 

British  neglect  of  the  Indians  in  making 
the  Treaty  of  1783  (according  to 
Brant),  330. 

British  newspapers  requested  by  J.  G. 
Sincoe,  298. 

British  North  America,  246,  319. 

British  Parliament,  305;  its  renounce¬ 
ment  of  the  right  of  taxation,  when 
giving  Canada  its  constitution  in 
1791,  194. 

British  perfidy,  alleged,  294. 

British  post  at  Oswego  (Fort  Ontario), 
190. 

British  regulations  accused  of  driving 
U.  S.  corn  and  provisions  from 
French  ports,  36. 

British  relations  with  the  United  States 
requiring  great  circumspection,  248. 

British  settlements  in  Upper  Canada, 
not  to  be  extended  beyond  the 
water  boundaries  of  it,  57. 

British  ships  of  war  accused  of  seizing 
mariners  belonging  to  U.  S.  vessels, 
36. 

British  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
instructed  to  seize  vessels  trading 
with  the  French  West  Indies,  36. 

British  soldiers,  four,  deserters  to  Fort 
Defiance,  88,  116. 

British  subjects,  their  confiscated  es¬ 
tates  to  be  restored  by  action  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
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states,  32;  objectionable  decisions 
of  state  courts  on  questions  affect¬ 
ing  the  rights  of,  32,  33; 

British  troops,  40;  alleged  to  be  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Indians  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Recovery,  17,  27,  28. 

British  West  Indies,  37. 

Brooking,  Lieut.,  73,  74,  75,  97,  98;  his 
detachment  of  the  Queen’s  Rangers, 
49,  120,  125,  127. 

Brown,  Adam,  half-breed  chief  of  the 
Wyandots  or  Hurons  at  Huron 
Village,  (Brownstown),  Mich.,  78, 
106,  181,  183  and  note  1;  letter 
from  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  183;  letter 
to  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  204. 

Brownstown,  (Huron  Village),  Mouth 
of  the  Detroit  River,  78,  95,  112, 
113,  120,  121,  125,  126,  182,  183 
note  1,  200,  219,  221,  (Big  Rock) 
253,  304;  Indian  Council  at,  147, 
149. 

Bryce,  Lieut.  Alexander,  his  report  on 
the  survey  of  Kingston  and  the 
River  St.  Lawrence,  41,  42. 

Buckangehallis,  Delaware  chief,  290, 
293,  294,  295. 

Buckangehallis’s  son  killed,  131. 

Buell,  Major  John  H.,  letter  to  Gen. 
Henry  Knox,  115. 

Buffalo  Creek,  85,  102,  103,  114,  135, 
148,  154,  168,  169,  171,  175,  217, 
218,  314,  338,  339,  344. 

Buffalo  Creek  Indians,  141. 

Bunbury,  Capt.  Joseph,  of  the  5th 
Regt.,  7,  14,  18,  75  and  note  1,  89, 
95,  99,  100,  128,  (as  Major)  338; 
his  detachment  at  Miamis,  5;  his 
report  to  Col.  England,  96,  102; 
letters  from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  105, 
(extract)  120. 

Burke,  Rev.  Father  Edmund,  bio¬ 
graphical  note,  247;  90,  152,  184 
and  note  2,  285,  286,  292,  336, 
354;  his  published  writings  (2 
books),  247  note  1;  letter  from 
Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  289;  letter  to 
R.  G.  England,  292;  letter  to 
Alexander  McKee,  262;  a  peti¬ 
tion  of,  246. 

Burlington  Bay,  59,  107,  184,  197. 


Burns,  David,  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  250. 

Burrell,  Mr.,  315. 

Burton  Historical  Collection,  Detroit 
Public  Library,  346. 

Butler,  Col.  John,  Deputy  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Niagara, 
70,  86,  217,  226,  230,  264,  278,  279, 
304,  318,  322,  323,  325,  326,  334, 
338,  339,  340,  344;  letter  from  E. 
B.  Littlehales,  225 ;  letters  to  Joseph 
Chew,  (extracts)  313,  343;  his  re¬ 
moval  from  his  office,  pending,  279. 

Butler,  Johnson,  Capt.,  136. 

Butler’s  Barracks,  Newark,  40,  49. 


Cabot’s  Head,  (Lake  Huron),  236. 

Caldwell,  William,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Essex  Militia,  5,  12,  13,  26,  112, 
235. 

Caldwell’s  corps  in  the  action  at  the 
Fallen  Timber,  13,  14. 

Campbell,  Capt.,  U.  S.  Cavalry,  killed 
in  the  action  at  the  Fallen  Timber, 
50,  88. 

Campbell,  Col.,  284,  308. 

Campbell,  Major  William,  biographical 
note,  177;  14,  18,  20,  21,  22,  25,  40, 
45,  47,  84,  95,  98,  99,  106,  118,  177, 
179, 184,232 ;  gains  the  public  thanks 
of  the  London  traders,  10;  his 
conduct  at  Fort  Miamis  approved 
by  Gov.  Simcoe,  7,  19,  20,  40,  45, 
98,  99,  134,  176,  329;  approved  by 
Lord  Dorchester,  84,  101 ;  approved 
by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  171;  his 
refusal  to  obey  Wayne’s  summons  to 
march  his  men  out  of  Fort  Miamis, 
50,  75;  his  forbearance  with  Gen. 
Wayne,  146;  his  letters  to  Gen. 
Wayne  commented  on,  5,  8,  10,  15, 
19,  20,  26,  132,  148  note  2,  167, 
176,  177;  information  taken  by,  of 
two  deserters  from  Wayne’s  army, 
87;  letters  from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  25, 
26;  letter  to  Mathew  Elliott,  79; 
letter  to  Alexander  McKee,  22. 

Campbell,  Mr.,  291. 

Canada,  70  note  1,  256,  347;  conquest 
of,  193;  division  of,  into  two 
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provinces  in  1790,  193,  249;  estab¬ 
lishing  the  60th  Reg’t  in,  301. 

Canada,  Lower  and  Upper,  185,  187, 
190,  215;  conclusion  of  arrange¬ 
ment  by  the  commissioners  of,  305; 
support  of  the  civil  establishment 
paid  by  the  British  government, 
194;  surveying  of  lands  paid  by 
British  government,  194;  system 
of  education  in,  94. 

Canada  Act,  1791,  237,  267,  343,  348. 

Canadian  Archives,  51  note  1. 

Canadian  (i.e.  French  Canadian)  mil¬ 
itia,  232. 

Canadian  Militia  in  action  at  Fallen 
Timber,  50. 

Canadian  refugee,  a,  (Col.  Hamtramck), 
328. 

Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  (Canandarque), 
103,  135,  136,  141,  148  and  note  1, 
154,  155,  164,  168,  169,  171,  172, 
175,  251,  258,  264,  293. 

Canandaigua  Indian  Council,  1794,  217, 
218. 

Canandaigua,  Treaty  at,  (Nov.  11, 
1794)  217,  218.  (See  also  Treaty 
of  Canandaigua). 

Cannon,  condemned,  284. 

Cannon  for  Fort  Miamis,  99. 

Canton,  China,  196. 

Canvas-house  used  by  Lt.  Gov.  Simcoe, 
119. 

Canvas  wanted,  100. 

Captain  Johnny,  principal  Shawnee 
chief,  183,  293,  294. 

Captain  of  the  Felicity,  129. 

Capital  of  Upper  Canada,  proposed  site 
for  the,  59. 

Cariconde,  famous  Indian  warrior,  grave 
of,  76. 

Carleton  Island,  41,  42. 

Carleton,  William,  deserter  from 
Wayne’s  army,  his  information,  87. 

Carmarthen,  Marquis  of,  his  answer  to 
the  requisition  of  Mr.  Adams,  res¬ 
pecting  the  posts,  in  1786,  32. 

Carpenters,  244. 

Carpenters  at  Fort  Miamis,  100. 

Carpenters  required  for  Fort  Miamis, 
23. 


Carrying  Place,  (Bay  of  Quints),  203; 
portage  at  the,  227. 

Cartwright,  Hon.  Richard,  3  note,  39, 
164,  212;  his  opposition  to  Gov. 
Simcoe’s  measures,  240;  his  remarks 
to  a  grand  jury,  110;  letter  from 
E.  B.  Littlehales,  29;  letter  (also 
to  John  Munro)  from  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
160;  letter  to  Major  Robert  Leth¬ 
bridge,  118;  letters  to  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
221,  305;  letter  to  Isaac  Todd,  109; 
Life  and  Letters  of,  112,  119. 

Catawas,  281. 

Catherine,  British  brig,  35. 

Catskill,  N.Y.,  113. 

Caughnawaga  Indians,  260,  278,  282, 
330,  337. 

Caughnawaga  Indian,  a,  287. 

Caughnawaga  Indian  chiefs,  308,  318. 

Caughnawaga  church  construction  pro¬ 
posed,  282. 

Cayugas,  341. 

Cayuga  chiefs,  217. 

Cedars  Rapids,  River  St.  Lawrence,  284. 

Certificate  (transferable)  for  payment 
of  army  supplies  in  U.  C.,  256,  257. 

Certificates,  payable  at  Quebec,  330,  331. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Executive  Council,  344. 

Chanail  (also  Chenaille)  EcarR,  168, 
225,  238,  322. 

Chapin,  General  Israel,  135,  162,  164, 
169;  letter  to  Joseph  Brant,  155. 

Chapin,  Mrs.,  death  of,  155. 

Charles,  British  ship,  35. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  35,  124. 

Chatham,  59,  116,  117,  142,  168,  175, 
220,  236,  245,  275,  323,  324,  331, 
336;  gunboats  to  be  built  at,  116, 
117,  126;  reserve  at,  275;  store¬ 
house  or  blockhouse  to  be  built 
at,  116,  117,  126,  142. 

Chatham  dockyard,  126,  127. 

Cherokees,  87,  294,  296,  312. 

Chesapeake  Bay,  163. 

Chesapeake  fleet,  90. 

Chescaga  (Billy),  principal  Seneca  chief, 
217,  218. 

Chew,  Joseph,  secretary  of  Indian 
affairs,  15,  104,  116;  his  estimate 
of  Joseph  Brant’s  course  in  the  War 
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of  the  Western  Indians  with  the 
United  States,  334;  his  estimate 
of  Col.  McKee’s  exertions  and  care 
for  the  Indians,  334;  letters  from 
Joseph  Brant,  (extract)  140,  310, 
314,  330;  letters  from  Col.  John 
Butler,  (extracts)  313,  343;  letters 
from  ffm.  Johnson  Chew,  (extract) 
150,  344;  letters  from  Alexander 
McKee,  169,  335;  letters  to  Thomas 
Aston  Coffin,  105,  254,  293,  333, 
345. 

Chew,  William  Johnson,  170,  278,  293 
and  note  1,  314,  318,  333,  335,  343; 
letters  to  Joseph  Chew,  (extract) 
150,  344. 

Chewett,  William,  deputy  surveyor, 
biographical  note,  24,  45,  263; 
letter  to  E.  B.  Littlehales,  24. 

Chicago,  13. 

Chickasaws,  182,  221. 

Chief  Justice,  111,  112,  194,  237. 

Chiefs  of  Five  Nations  at  the  Miamis, 
wishing  for  peace,  253. 

Chief  Sachem,  Miamis  nations,  76. 

Chillicothe,  Ohio,  293  and  note  2,  294. 

China,  69. 

China,  trade  with,  196. 

Chinese  market,  69. 

Chimney  Island,  St.  Lawrence  River, 
42  note,  58  note,  285  note. 

Chipman,  Willis,  173  note. 

Chippawa,  (fort),  40,  73,  79,  191,  192, 
195. 

Chippawa  creek,  192. 

Chippewas,  79,  143,  252,  253,  281,  287, 
296,  322,  326. 

Chippewa  Indians  at  River  Raisin,  77 ; 
ill  treatment  of  one  of  them  by  a 
French  Canadian  of  River  Raisin, 
77,  115. 

Chippewas  of  Lake  Simcoe,  24. 

Chippewas  of  the  Thames,  24,  224, 
226. 

Chippawas,  straggling  wigwams  of,  76. 

Chippewas,  land  purchases  to  be  made 
of  the,  225,  226,  227,  238,  278. 

Chippawa,  snow,  (King’s  vessel  on  Lake 
Erie),  18,  21,  22,  73,  78,  95,  102, 
168,  220,  244,  307. 


Chittenden,  Thomas,  governor  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  247  and  notes  2  and  3. 

Choctaws,  296. 

Church  and  state,  leading  functions  of, 
349,  350. 

Church  lands  for  the  Protestant  clergy, 
343. 

Church  of  England,  109. 

Church  of  Rome,  clergyman  of  the,  to 
be  sent  to  the  River  Raisin,  90. 

Churchill  River,  333. 

Civil  Establishment,  Upper  Canada, 
Expense  of  the,  1794,  250. 

Civil  Government,  U.  C.,  267. 

Clark,  — ,  70  and  note  2. 

Clark,  Wm.,  Lieut.,  U.  S.  army,  291. 

Clarke,  Sir  Alured,  Major  General,  39 
and  note,  145,  208,  210,  211,  212, 
216,  230,  257,  277,  323. 

Clarke,  Thomas  Alexander,  183  and 
note  2,  220,  293  and  note  5,  296, 
312. 

Clement,  Capt.  Joseph,  136. 

Clench,  Ralfe  (Ralph),  Major,  bio¬ 
graphical  note,  6;  49,  97,  136; 
letter  from  E.  B.  Littlehales,  140; 
letter  to  E.  B.  Littlehales,  30. 

Clergy,  more  required  for  Upper  Canada, 
348;  their  maintenance,  349. 

Clergy  Reserves,  265,  266,  267. 

Clergymen,  350. 

Clerk  of  the  Council,  John  Small,  275. 

Clinton,  George,  Governor  of  N.  Y. 
State,  108. 

Coehorn  shells,  243. 

Coffin,  Thomas  Aston,  15,  170;  letters 
from  Joseph  Chew,  105,  254,  293, 
333,  345;  letter  to  E.  B.  Littlehales, 
90. 

Coinage  non-existent  in  the  U.  S.  at 
first,  33. 

Colonel  Louis,  308  note  3. 

Columbia  River  (called  Cook’s  River), 
69. 

Commandant  at  Detroit,  47. 

Commander  in  Chief,  (Lord  Dorches¬ 
ter),  71,  86,  103,  132,  133,  137,  138, 

139,  142,  144,  156,  157,  169,  177, 

207,  208,  214,  241,  242,  260,  306, 

319,  321,  322,  323,  327,  328,  334, 
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337,  341;  direction  of  Indian  Affairs 
reposed  in  the,  62,  63. 

Commerce  of  Upper  Canada,  52. 

Commerce,  regulation  of,  267. 

Commercial  intercourse  provided  in 
Jay’s  Treaty,  305. 

Commissariat,  239,  277,  303. 

Commissaries  at  the  posts  in  Upper 
Canada,  139,  205,  206,  208,  211, 
213,  214,  215,  216,  256,  257,  258, 
260,  277;  their  opinion  that  mer¬ 
chants  were  the  only  people  to 
ensure  supplies  for  the  troops,  65. 

Commissary  at  a  post,  331,  352. 

Commissary  at  Niagara,  140. 

Commissaries  of  Lower  Canada,  205, 
215. 

Commissary  General,  (John  Craigie), 
157,  205,  208,  209,  210,  212,  213, 
240,  260,  277,  309. 

Commissary  General’s  office,  257. 

Commissioners  being  appointed  to  as¬ 
certain  the  boundaries,  probabil¬ 
ity  of,  150. 

Commissioners  from  Lower  Canada, 
160,  164. 

Commissioners  from  Upper  Canada, 
160,  164. 

Commissioners  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  305. 

Commissioners  to  report  on  incoming 
settlers,  344. 

Common  Pleas,  abolition  of  Courts  of, 
2;  Court  of,  111;  Court  of,  Home 
District,  6  note  2 ;  Judges  of  the,  250. 

Communication  by  road  from  York  to 
Lake  Huron  (Georgian  Bay)  ex¬ 
plored,  58;  its  commercial  and 
military  advantages,  58. 

Confederate  Indians,  218.  (See  also 
Western  Indians). 

Confederate  Indian  Nations  at  the 
Glaize,  their  Speech  to  Lieut.-Col. 
England,  245. 

Congress  of  the  U.  S.,  (See  also  U.  S. 
Congress),  9;  declaration  to  the 
states  in  1787  to  remove  obstacles 
to  the  fulfillment  of  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  33,  34;  its  measures  for  giv¬ 
ing  effect  to  this  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  31,  32,  33. 


Congreve,  Lieut.-Col.,  151. 

Connecticut,  284  note  1,  350. 

Connolly,  Edward,  deserter,  180. 

Constables,  194. 

Constant,  J.  B.,  227  note. 

Constitution  given  to  Upper  Canada, 
349. 

Contraband  traffic  in  furs,  55,  228. 

Contract  for  supplies  for  the  troops, 
240. 

Contractors  for  supplies  for  the  Detroit 
garrison,  failure  in  their  contract, 
336. 

Cook’s  River  (the  Columbia  R.),  69. 

Coon,  Enos,  252. 

Cooper,  Lieut.,  Royal  Engineers,  120, 
132,  152,  219,  220,  244,  275,  325, 
338. 

Cordage  wanted,  100. 

Cornwall,  58,  92,  224  note  2,  236. 

Cornwall  (Township),  224  note  2. 

Costa,  Francis,  Naval  Officer,  250. 

Council  House,  (Indian),  projected  for 
London,  the  proposed  capital,  321, 
322. 

County  (District)  Courts  established  2. 

County  rates  for  internal  police,  194. 

Cour  de  Cerf,  272,  286. 

Court  of  Appeals,  111. 

Court  of  Civil  and  Criminal  Juris¬ 
diction,  establishment  of,  2. 

Court  of  Justice,  establishment  of  a, 
240. 

Courts  of  Justice  in  Canada,  77. 

Courts  of  request  (weekly),  194. 

Court  Martial,  85. 

Cowan,  Lieut.,  (Captain  of  the  Ottawa), 
74,  78,  97,  98,  113,  127,  235,  244. 

Cowan,  George,  otherwise  known  as 
J.  B.  Constant,  trader,  179  and 
note,  227  and  note. 

Cozens,  Mr.,  273. 

Craigie,  John,  commissary  general  at 
Quebec,  138,  139,  205,  206,  207,208, 
209,  210,  211,  212,  213,  214, 
215,  216,  217;  his  view  that  extra 
magazines  at  the  posts  are  un¬ 
necessary,  257;  letter  to  Lord 
Dorchester,  (extract)  256. 

Crane,  The,  244. 

Crane’s  (the)  speech,  220. 
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Crawford,  Lieut.  William,  ensign,  243, 
259. 

Creek  Indians  or  Creeks,  87,  294,  296. 

Creek  war  with  the  U.  S.,  294. 

Criminal  refugees  to  be  dealt  with  by- 
extradition,  236. 

Crooks,  Francis,  69,  174. 

Crooks,  William,  70  and  note  1;  letter 
from  E.  B.  Littlehales,  49;  letter 
to  E.  B.  Littlehales,  70. 

Crown  lands,  264,  265,  266,  267,  343, 
344. 

Crown  lands  bordering  on  Lake  Erie, 
sale  of,  proposed  by  Gov.  Simcoe, 
66. 

Crown  lands  to  be  granted  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  in  Council,  173. 

Crown  reserves,  their  disposal  vested  in 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Coun¬ 
cil,  107,  108. 

Cruikshank,  Brig.-Gen.  E.  A.,  letter 
from  W.  deC.  Ravenel,  respecting 
Simcoe’s  wampum  belt  given  to 
the  Indians,  126. 

Culbertson,  John,  (also  written  Cuth- 
bertson),  24  and  note  2. 

Cultivation  of  Upper  Canada,  52,  56. 

Cumberland  River,  Ky.,  54,  87. 

Currency,  merchant  notes  as,  65. 

Currency  term,  “Joe,”  194. 

Cussewago,  71. 

Cuthbertson  (see  Culbertson). 

Cuyahoga,  0.,  182,  221. 

Cuyahoga  River,  Ohio,  55. 


Danforth,  Asa,  biographical  note,  165; 
108,  165  and  note.  (Also  written 
‘Danford’) 

Darling,  Lieut.,  5th,  Regt.,  23. 

Davison,  Alexander,  209,  210,  213. 
Davison,  George,  139,  152,  205,  206, 
213,  216,  221,  260,  276,  309. 
Davison,  Messrs.,  210,  213. 

Debateable  land,  between  England  and 
Scotland,  236. 

Delawares,  13,  79,  80,  87,  128,  155,  167, 
182,  218,  220,  252,  254,  281,  287, 
290,  291,  295,  336,  339. 

Delaware  chief,  217. 

Delaware  chiefs,  275. 


Delaware  drunkards,  131. 

Delaware  hunters,  295. 

Delaware  Indian  towns,  113. 

Delaware  village,  Grand  River,  102. 

Delaware  Bay,  34,  163. 

Delaware  capes,  34,  35. 

Delaware  River,  54,  233. 

De  Liancourt,  Duke,  332,  333. 

Delight,  British  schooner,  35. 

Delisle,  Rev.  Mr.,  93. 

Denny,  Capt.,  commanding  at  Fort  Le 
Boeuf,  103;  extract  of  a  letter  from, 
71. 

Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  343. 

Deputy  Lieutenants  of  Counties,  29. 

Deputy  Paymaster  General,  257. 

Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  212, 
231. 

Deputy  Superintendent  General  of 
Indian  Affairs,  241,  242,  261,  278, 
321,  322,  323. 

Deputy  Surveyor’s  affidavit  and  re¬ 
marks  on  Indian  claims,  45. 

Deputy  surveyor  of  a  county  or  dis¬ 
trict  authorized  to  locate  settlers, 
173. 

Deputy  Surveyor  General,  24  note  5. 

Deserontyo,  John,  Mohawk  chief,  Bay 
of  Quints,  his  disapproval  of  the 
Treaty  of  Canandaigua,  341;  letter 
from  E.  B.  Littlehales,  341. 

Deserters,  200,  308,  310. 

Deserters,  two,  arrive  at  Fort  Miamis, 
129. 

Deserters  and  their  unreliable  stories, 
18. 

Deserter  captured  by  the  Indians,  128. 

Deserters  from  the  U.  S.  army,  19,  21, 
22,  199,  296,  297;  examination  of, 
79,  87,  88;  information  of  two,  87, 
(bis)  87,  167. 

Deserters  from  the  U.  S.  army  not 
entitled  to  enlist  in  Upper  Canada, 
105,  119,  120. 

Des  Jardins,  Abb6,  biographical  note, 
107;  108,  229;  his  land  purchase, 
229;  letter  from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  107. 

Detroit,  5,  7,  13,  14,  18,  20,  22,  25,  30, 
38,  39,  40,  44,  46,  47,  48,  56,  57,  58, 
59,  60,  64,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  76,  77, 
84,  85,  86,  87,  92,  95,  96,  97,  98, 
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100,  102,  106,  112,  114,  115,  116, 
117,  119,  120,  127,  128,  129  and 
notes  1  and  2,  131,  132,  137,  138, 
140,  142,  143,  144,  147,  148,  149, 

150,  152,  155,  156,  160,  161,  162, 

164,  165,  166,  167,  169,  170,  171, 

175,  180,  181,  182  note,  185,  186, 

192,  195,  196,  199,  200,  206,  207, 

209,  210,  211,  212,  213,  219,  221, 

227,  230,  231,  235,  236,  238,  239, 

244,  245,  246,  247  note  1,  250,  258, 
259,  262,  271,  272,  274,  275,  278, 

279,  280,  281,  282,  285,  286,  287, 

289,  292,  293,  294,  295,  296,  297, 

302,  304,  307,  308  and  note  1,  312, 
315,  316,  322,  323,  324,  325,  326, 

328,  329,  330,  331,  332,  335,  336, 

337,  346,  347;  commanding  officer 
at,  331;  commissary  at,  331;  de¬ 
pendence  of  the  Indians  on  the 
settlers  of,  how  it  could  be  cir¬ 
cumvented,  329;  dockyard  of,  117; 
its  prospective  cession  to  the  U.  S. 
minimized  by  the  opening  of  Yonge 
Street,  58 ;  its  relinquishment  to  the 
United  States  anticipated,  236; 
trade  of,  55,  105;  its  commerce 
affected  by  the  long  continued 
Indian  war,  55. 

Detroit,  sloop,  5,  69,  73,  244. 

Detroit  district,  45. 

Detroit  garrison,  245. 

Detroit  inhabitants,  105. 

Detroit  military  district,  146. 

Detroit  militia,  97,  112,  118,  119,  129 
note  1,  148,  149. 

Detroit  noted  for  its  fur  trade,  192,  195. 

Detroit  River,  77,  78,  148,  173  note! 
253,  292,  324,  347;  mouth  of  the, 
7,  76,  77. 

Detroit  settlement,  77. 

Detroit,  Straits  of,  322. 

Detroit  traders,  298;  their  supplying 
Wayne’s  forts  with  goods,  329. 

Detroit  volunteers,  47  note. 

Distilling  spirituous  liquors,  tax  on,  3. 

District  courts,  110,  111,  194. 

District  Court,  Midland  District,  251. 

Dockyard,  Chatham,  126,  127. 

Dorchester,  Lord,  19,  25,  26,  39,  71,  72, 
78,  90,  93,  94,  96,  97,  105,  115,  117, 


124,  127,  132,  133,  138,  139,  140, 

142,  143,  144,  145,  146,  147,  161, 

162,  163,  167,  170,  171,  176,  181, 

184,  186,  188,  189,  217,  218,  220, 

230,  242,  243,  244,  245,  246,  247, 

249,  253,  259,  267,  275,  284,  288, 

301,  303,  328,  330,  335,  336,  343, 

344;  as  Commander  in  Chief,  230, 

231,  232,  233,  234,  238,  239,  240, 
300,  302,  307 ;  diversity  of  his  view 
as  to  the  Deputy  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs  from  that  of 
Simcoe,  278;  his  answer  to  the 
Speech  of  the  Seven  Nations  (the 
Seven  Villages)  of  Canada,  14,  230, 
231;  (See  also  his  speech  to  the 
Indians,  infra);  his  instructions  re¬ 
specting  purchases,  1 57 ;  his  intention 
of  withdrawing  troops  from  Upper 
Canada,  143;  his  letter  to  Gen. 
Wayne,  used,  274,  281,  282,  288, 
294;  his  orders  to  occupy  the  post 
and  establish  a  fort  on  the  Miamis, 
20,  230;  his  protest  concerning  the 
United  States  taking  possession  of 
any  part  of  the  Indian  territory, 
16,  20;  his  request  for  privilege  as 
an  invalid,  348;  his  request  to 
return  to  England,  348;  his  speech 
to  the  Indians,  112,  118,  347; 
instructs  Gov.  Simcoe  to  suffer  no 
Indian  lands  to  be  occupied  until 
the  Indians  are  satisfied,  104;  letter 
from  John  Craigie,  (extract)  256; 
letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
343;  letters  from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  40, 
41,  43,  44,  45,  51,  85,  149,  151,  154, 
163,  175,  (No.  3)  205,  224,  (bis) 
224,  226,  234,  242,  276,  (No.  37) 
276,  (No.  38)  277,  (No.  39)  282, 
(No.  39  bis)  284,  (No.  40)  285, 
(No.  41)  297,  (No.  42)  308,  (No. 
43)  309,  (No.  44)  318,  (No.  47) 
318,  (No.  48)  325,  (No.  49)  326, 
(No.  50)  327,  (No.  51)  327,  (No. 
52)  328;  letter  to  Henry  Dundas, 
84;  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
251,  306,  346;  letters  to  J.  G.  Sim¬ 
coe,  101,  104,  (No.  27)  260,  (No. 
28)  260,  330,  338,  340. 

Downing  Street,  London,  161,  188,  205. 
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Doyle,  Capt.  William,  167,  184,  244. 

Dropmore  Papers,  18,  38,  39,  108,  115, 
121,  199,  205,  325,  332. 

Drummer,  deserter  from  the  24th  Regt., 
to  Wayne’s  army,  89. 

Drummond,  Capt.  Peter,  235,  259;  his 
company,  283;  letter  to  E.  B. 
Littlehales,  219. 

Drunkard,  an  Indian  chief,  293  and  note 
3. 

Dublin,  247  note  1. 

Duer,  Wm,  Lieut.,  U.  S.  4th  Sub 
Legion,  291. 

Duggan,  Thomas,  201. 

Dutch  in  Osnabruck,  (Township),  291. 

DuChouquet,  Mr.,  128. 

Dundas,  Henrv,  15,  25,  26,  39,  89,  142, 
143,  144,  147,  154,  156,  162,  166, 

171,  176,  177,  178,  179,  181,  206, 

207,  208,  209,  210,  211,  217,  226, 

230,  233,  238,  251,  264,  266,  267, 

272,  278,  279,  301,  306,  307,  319, 

329,  340,  348,  349;  his  observations 
upon  Mr.  Cartwright’s  conduct,  39; 
letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Quebec, 
Church  of  England,  91;  letter  from 
Lord  Dorchester,  84 ;  letters  from  J. 
G.  Simcoe,  1,  (No.  34)  19,  (No.  35) 
39,  (No.  36)  52,  (private)  71,  (No. 
37)  72;  letter  to  Lord  Grenville,  38; 
succeeded  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  79. 

Dundas  Street,  (“the  new  road”),  59, 
192  and  note  2,  377. 

Dunmore,  schooner,  18,  22,  73,  74,  78, 
95,  97,  98,  113,  119,  120,  131,  168, 
200,  220,  244,  307. 

Duties,  as  imposts  by  the  United  States, 
anticipated,  248. 

Duties  raised,  and  commutation  there¬ 
of,  267. 


Eastern  District,  U.  C.,  222,  224,  280; 
a  second  Gaol  and  Court  House 
for  the,  3;  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  the,  2. 

Eastern  states  (U.  S.),  248. 

East  India  company,  69,  229. 

East  India  goods  prohibited,  56. 


East  India  goods  smuggled  into  Upper 
Canada,  55. 

East  India  Service,  24  note  5. 

East  India  trade,  316. 

East  Indies,  190. 

Ecclesiastical  courts  probable  in  Upper 
Canada,  in  the  opinion  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Cartwright,  109. 

Education,  349,  351. 

Edwardsburgh  (Township),  219,  224 
note  1,  242  note,  285  note,  291 
note  1. 

Edwards’s  house  in  Fort  Niagara,  174. 

Egushwa,  Ottawa  chief,  19,  99,  292; 
speech  to  Lieut.  Givens,  325.  (See 
also  ‘ Aguish wa’). 

Ellice,  Alexander,  69. 

Ellicott,  Mr.,  Surveyor  General  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  103. 

Elliott,  Capt.  Mathew,  13,  14,  22,  74, 
75,  76,  77,  78,  96,  98,  102,  106,  116, 
125,  197,  199,  200,  287;  letter  from 
Major  Wm.  Campbell,  79. 

Elliot,  Mr.,  U.  S.  army  contractor, 
killed  by  Indians,  Oct.  6,  1794, 
155,  170. 

Ellsworth,  Oliver,  letter  from  John  Jay, 
186. 

Emissaries  of  the  U.  S.  at  work  amongst 
both  Indians  and  French  Canadians, 
286. 

Engineer  at  Fort  Miamis,  157,  168,  184, 
199,  217,  327. 

Engineer,  commanding,  344. 

Engineer’s  Department,  284,  286,  327, 
344;  disbursements  in  the,  220. 

England,  109,  111,  115  note,  141,  191, 
232,  236,  237,  240,  241,  270,  309 
note,  323,  344,  351;  Church  of, 
scarcity  of  clergymen  in  U.  C., 
91,  93;  fall  of  potash  demand  in, 
222;  Court  of  Common  Law  in,  3; 
irritation  in,  over  the  attitude  of 
the  U.  S.  people  respecting  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
101;  the  universities  of,  351. 

England,  R.  G.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
the  24th  Regt.,  commanding  officer 
at  Detroit,  12,  13,  26,  30,  39,  40, 
44,  45,  46,  77,  86,  98,  114,  116,  120, 
127,  138,  149,  152,  164,  185,  203, 
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224,  225,  230,  239,  246,  253,  272, 
280,281,282,287,297,298,  325,  327, 
354;  his  action  during  the  Miamis 
incident  reviewed  by  Gov.  Simcoe, 
20;  his  good  opinion  of  Col.  Alex. 
McKee,  48;  his  lack  of  dependence 
on  the  French  militia,  5;  his  lack 
of  reliance  on  the  Indians,  5;  letter 
from  William  Baker,  117;  letter 
from  Rev.  Edmund  Burke,  292; 
letter  from  Joseph  Brant,  106; 
letters  from  E.  B.  Littlehales,  175, 
(bis)  175;  letter  from  William 
Mayne,  115;  letters  from  Alex. 
McKee,  23,  183,  276,  285;  letters 
from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  (No.  3)  4,  7,  25, 
106,  112,  119,  120,  132,  184;  letter 
to  Francis  Le  Maistre,  156;  letters 
to  Alex.  McKee,  197,  200,  279; 
letters  to  J.  G.  Simcoe,  18,  20,  47, 
48,  95,  96,  (bis)  96,  100,  102,  127, 
166,  167,  219,  244,  274,  275,  285, 
336;  speech  from  the  Confederate 
Indian  Nations  at  the  Glaize,  245. 

English,  the,  287,  288,  292,  315;  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  inciting  the  Indians, 
166. 

English  brigantines  sold  by  the  French 
consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  35. 

English  Church,  former  secular  power 
of  the,  351. 

English  deserters,  200. 

English  Episcopal  Church,  351. 

English  families,  350. 

English  goods  sold  at  low  prices  in 
N.  Y.  state,  55. 

English  in  America,  inclinations  of  the, 
303. 

English  Joseph,  330. 

English  laws  inapplicable  to  bound¬ 
aries,  from  the  insular  position  of 
Great  Britain,  236. 

English  malevolence  toward  Indians, 
according  to  Wayne,  220. 

Englishman,  an,  333. 

English  newspapers,  293. 

English  refused  quarter  by  the  French 
in  the  war,  89. 

Englishmen,  requisite  for  office  in  the 
University,  349. 


English  settlements  opposite  Detroit, 
195. 

English  ship  captured  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  35. 

Enos  Coon,  252. 

Ernesttown  (township),  91,  203. 

Essex  militia  detachment,  southern 
battalion,  46. 

Essex  Militia,  abstract  of  pay  list  of  the 
detachment  of  the  southern  bat¬ 
talion  of,  sent  to  the  Miamis,  12. 

Etobicoke,  (Tobacock),  263. 

Europe,  51,  60,  118,  163,  206,  215, 
233,  265,  268,  270,  293,  300,  349; 
distracted  state  of,  335;  ill  success 
of  the  British  in  the  war  in,  129, 
130. 

European  affairs,  crisis  of,  268. 

European  corporations,  monopolies  ex¬ 
isting  in,  236. 

European  Governments,  colonies  of,  in 
America,  regarded  in  the  U.  S.  as 
foreign  and  invaders,  237. 

European  nations,  their  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  Indians, 
273. 

Exchequer,  Court  of,  111. 

Executive  Council  of  Lower  Canada, 
282. 

Executive  Council  of  Upper  Canada, 
107,  109,  111,  178,  322,  323;  Clerk 
of  the,  250;  Committee  of  the,  343; 
minute,  Nov.  6,  1794,  172;  mem¬ 
bers  of,  66. 

Executive  Council  Office  of  Upper 
Canada,  51. 

Extradition  Treaty  with  the  U.  S. 
proposed  by  Simcoe,  236. 

Fallen  Timber,  action  at  the,  August 
20,  1794,  14,  40,  75,  76,  84,  88,  89, 
105,  112,  124,  166,  180,  219,  251, 
258;  described  by  Richard  Cart¬ 
wright,  118;  described  by  Lt.  Col. 
England,  21;  described  by  William 
Jarvis,  29,  30;  described  by  Alex. 
McKee,  8;  described  in  a  Phila¬ 
delphia  newspaper,  50;  described 
by  J.  G.  Simcoe,  19;  field  of  action 
visited  by  Gov.  Simcoe,  99; 
Wayne’s  losses,  148  and  note  2. 
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Falls  of  the  Oswego  River,  56. 

False  Ducks,  (islands),  203. 

Farmer’s  Brother,  Seneca  chief,  169, 
176,  338. 

Farquharson,  Mr.,  commissary  at  Niag¬ 
ara,  213. 

Farrill,  Mr.,  140. 

Federal  party  in  the  U.  S.,  103,  234. 

Fees  to  be  demanded  for  land  grants,  173. 

Felicity,  sloop,  on  Lake  Erie,  4,  7,  20, 
100,  128,  129,  185,  197,  200,  244, 
298,  307. 

Ferguson,  James,  235,  259. 

Ferguson,  John,  45  and  note. 

Fever,  contagious,  at  Miamis  Fort,  5, 
18,  21,  22,  23,  25,  40. 

Fever  at  Detroit,  and  Miamis,  checked, 
275. 

Field  Artillery,  151,  (See  also  Artillery). 

Fields,  Capt.  Daniel,  30,  168. 

Fields’  house,  Capt.,  102. 

Fines,  forfeitures,  &c.,  accounting  for, 
2. 

Finkle,  Henry,  203  and  note  3. 

Fisher,  Alexander,  Judge  of  the  Mid¬ 
land  District  Court,  251,  252  and 
note;  letter  from  E.  B.  Littlehales, 
251. 

Fisheries  of  Upper  Canada  of  no  im¬ 
portance,  commercially,  56. 

Five  Medals,  Pottawattomie  chief,  272. 

Five  Nations  (equivalent  of  the  Six 
Nations),  258,  274. 

Flax,  growth  of,  possible,  57. 

Fleming,  Lieut.,  74. 

Florida,  Gulf  of,  (Gulf  of  Mexico),  54. 

Flour  agent,  a,  216. 

Flour  exported,  229. 

Flour  inspector  required,  for  Montreal, 

66. 

Flour,  the  staple  commodity  of  Upper 
Canada,  66. 

Flour,  transactions  in,  65,  66,  67. 

Flour  and  pork,  their  production  en¬ 
couraged,  226,  227. 

Ford,  Worthington  C.,  (Writings  of 
Washington),  quotations  from,  17. 

Forsyth,  G.,  174. 

Fort  Chippawa,  6,  7,  87,  (See  also 
Chippawa) ;  detachment  from,  or¬ 
dered  to  the  westward,  6. 


Fort  Defiance,  U.  S.  fort  at  the  Glaize 
River,  19,  21,  22,  50,  75,  88,  116, 
130,  145,  146,  147,  148,  149,  150, 
160,  161,  170,  180,  256,  286,  293, 
295,  308,  312;  cattle  guard  at,  160; 
garrison  at,  160;  howitzers  and 
other  ordnance  at,  130;  sickness  at, 
180. 

Fort  du  Quesne,  122,  124. 

Fort  Erie,  6,  7,  40,  49,  73  and  note  3, 
74,  77,  78,  79,  86,  87,  96,  97,  102, 
103,  107,  114,  128,  135,  148,  155, 

156,  168,  169,  175,  184,  191,  192, 

195,  200,  232,  244,  245,  277,  336; 

detachment  from,  ordered  to  the 
westward,  6,  7. 

Fort  Franklin,  Pa.,  71,  103,  232. 

Fort  Frontenac,  or  Kingston,  43. 

Fort  Greenville,  Ohio,  50,  75,  80,  84,87, 
88,  115,  128,  129,  130,  147,  160, 
166,  167,  170,  179,  180,  182,  220, 

221,  253,  272,  276,  280,  281,  282, 

287,  290,  291,  294,  296,  297,  308, 

315  and  note  2,  336. 

Fort  Hamilton,  Ohio,  116,  128,  147, 
155,  170. 

Fort  Jefferson,  Ohio,  147. 

Fort  Le  Boeuf,  Pa.,  71,  232  and  note. 

Fort  Lernoult,  Detroit,  45,  85,  131; 
blockhouse  required  for,  44;  its 
condition,  48. 

Fort  Levis,  St.  Lawrence  River,  42  and 
note;  (see  also  next  title). 

Fort  Levy  (Augustus),  284,  285  note, 
344. 

Fort  Levy  Island,  285  and  note,  344. 

Fort  Miamis,  (new  British  post),  (see 
also  Miamis),  5,  7,  8,  10,  12,  13, 
14,  15,  18,  19,  20,  22,  23,  25,  26, 
40,  44,  46,  50,  53,  73,  74,  75, 
76,78,79,  84,  85,  87,  88,  89,  95,  96, 
98,  99,  100,  102,  105,  106,  112, 
113,  114,  115,  116,  118,  119,  120, 

124,  125,  127,  128,  129,  130,  131, 

132,  133,  138,  140,  142,  143,  145, 

146,  147,  148,  149,  150,  157,  160, 

162,  164,  167,  168,  175,  176,  179, 

180,  181,  182,  184,  185,  196,  197, 

199,  200,  201,  202,  219,  220,  221, 

224,  230,  231,  232,  238,  244,  245, 

246,  256,  275,  286,  288,  297,  325, 
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327,  329,  338,  347,  354;  barracks 
within  it  to  be  prepared  without 
delay,  105,  120,  149;  bombproofs 
of  the  bastions  to  be  prepared,  105; 
considered  by  the  U.  S.  as  an 
encroachment,  161;  garrison  at, 
allowance  of  rum  for  the,  275;  its 
good  appearance  prevented  Wayne 
from  assaulting  it,  44;  illness  of 
the  garrison  at,  40,  74,  75;  lines 
of  logs  or  palisades  to  be  carried 
down  to  the  river,  45;  parapet  to  be 
completed  immediately,  44;  rein¬ 
forcements  frequently  required  for, 
owing  to  sickness,  40;  works  re¬ 
tarded  by  sickness  of  the  garrison, 
40,  44. 

Fort  Niagara,  6,  17,  140,  174,  191,  196, 
(See  also  Niagara);  merchants  not 
disposed  to  quit  their  houses  at,  49. 

Fort  Ontario,  (Oswego),  56,  89,  108, 
190,  196;  annual  report  of,  27; 
blockhouses  at,  not  destructible  by 
fire,  owing  to  snow,  90;  its  dilapid¬ 
ated  condition,  27. 

Fort  Pitt  (Pittsburg),  45,  179,  182, 
221. 

Fort  Randolph,  Ohio,  147. 

Fort  Recovery,  Ohio,  40,  75,  87,  113, 
114,  116,  133,  147,  219;  British 
officers  and  soldiers  alleged  to  have 
been  present  at  the  attack  on,  201; 
Indian  attack  on,  19,  28. 

Fort  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  projected, 
288,  328. 

Fort  Schlosser,  N.  Y.,  339,  345. 

Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  85  and  note. 

Fort  Sinclair,  (St.  Clair),  Ohio,  147. 

Fort  Stanwix,  N.  Y.,  85  note,  104  and 
note,  190,  254. 

Fort  Washington,  Ohio,  44,  88,  116, 
128,  147,  155. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  199,  200,  272,  275, 
280,  281,  286,  290,  295,  296,  297, 
308,  315,  328,  336;  its  garrison, 
200;  shortness  of  provisions  at, 
296. 

Fort  William  Augustus,  285  note. 

Fortresses,  (posts),  U.  C.,  267.  (See  also 
Posts  and  Upper  Posts). 

Forts,  the  barrier,  142. 


Forts  in  Ohio,  146,  147,  149,  165. 

Forts  made  by  the  United  States  within 
the  Ohio  Territory,  list  of,  147. 

Fox  River,  Wis.,  53. 

Foster,  Lieut.,  73,  74,  97. 

France,  130,  229,  273,  305,  310,  351; 
closer  relations  with,  recommended 
for  the  United  States  by  Jefferson, 
36;  Directors  of  the  Marine  of,  35; 
Admiralty  tribunals  of,  35;  King  of, 
283,  289,  345;  ruling  party  in,  its 
agent,  36. 

Francis,  William,  244  and  note. 

Franciscans,  Superior  of  the,  at  Quebec, 
94. 

Fraser  River  (upper  part)  explored  by 
Mackenzie,  68. 

Fraser,  Capt.  Thomas,  219,  283. 

Fraser,  William,  219,  224  and  note  3, 
235,  259;  letter  to  E.  B.  Littlehales, 
224. 

Fredericksburgh  (township),  91. 

Free  Masons  Hall,  Niagara,  sometimes 
used  as  a  church,  91. 

French,  the,  292,  316,  317;  their  defence 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  in  1760,  43; 
to  occupy  Detroit,  the  allegation 
made  to  Indians  and  French  Can¬ 
adians,  328. 

French  aliens,  298. 

French  ambitions  respecting  trade  in 
former  war  of  1759,  122. 

French  and  Indian  war,  1759,  122. 

French  Canadians,  57,  64. 

French  Canadians  of  Detroit,  72,  286, 
323,  324,  346;  their  busy  inter¬ 
ference  with  the  Indians,  335;  dis¬ 
affected,  328;  30  of  them  to  act  as 
marines,  18;  continued  as  marines, 
100;  influencing  the  Western  Indi¬ 
ans,  9,  13,  14;  their  erroneous 
account  of  the  British  attitude 
toward  the  U.  S.  productive  of 
harm  to  the  Indians,  11;  instru¬ 
ments  of  the  United  States,  142, 
143,  146,  147;  unpatriotic  to  the 
British,  130. 

French  Canadian  Executive  Councillor, 
250. 

French  Canadian  militia  of  Detroit,  20, 
85,  98, 125, 149;  disaffection  shown 
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by  them,  148;  militiamen  tried  by 
jury  for  misbehavior  and  acquitted, 
21 ;  punishment  of,  for  their  conduct 
at  Miamis,  40;  not  well  behaved, 
21,  40. 

French  Canadians  of  Detroit  removing 
to  Lower  Canada,  161. 

French  Canadians  of  Montreal  or  De¬ 
troit,  generally  speaking,  of  doubt¬ 
ful  loyalty  to  the  British,  64;  in¬ 
eligible  for  the  management  of 
Indian  Affairs  on  that  account,  64. 

French  Canadian  settlement,  River 
Raisin,  Mich.,  77;  principally  dis¬ 
affected  to  the  British  govern¬ 
ment,  77. 

French  Canadian  voyageurs,  333. 

French  Canadians,  young,  employed  on 
the  river  and  coasting  craft,  50. 

French  consul,  Baltimore,  Md.,  35. 

French  consul,  Charleston,  S.  C.,  35. 

French  (National)  Convention,  81  and 
note,  101,  272,  273,  311;  decree  of 
the,  89. 

French  cruisers  intercepting  vessels  at 
New  York,  35,  38. 

French  emigrants,  a  township  reserved 
for  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Burling¬ 
ton  Bay,  107. 

French  emigrants  in  the  U.  S.,  328. 

French  fleet  stationed  at  New  York,  its 
operations,  35. 

French  frigates  at  New  York,  345. 

French  influence  amongst  the  Indians, 
328. 

French  inroad  into  maritime  Flanders, 
89. 

Frenchmen,  two,  killed  (report  of),  336. 

French  merchant  vessels,  not  in  Ameri¬ 
can  waters,  198. 

French  orchards  at  Detroit,  195. 

French  privateers  fitted  out  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.,  35. 

French  of  Quebec  (province),  193. 

French  River,  57. 

French  Royalists,  107,  108. 

French  settlement  at  Detroit,  195. 

French  traders  depreciate  the  British 
government,  130,  183,  184. 

French  victorious  over  allied  armies  in 
Europe,  294. 


French  West  Indies,  36. 

Friends  (Quakers),  194. 

Front,  Sergeant,  98. 

Frontenac  county,  45  note. 

Frontier  depredations  by  Indians,  287. 

Fur  companies,  union  of,  necessary,  68. 

Fur  prices  high  in  the  U.  S.,  190. 

Fur  trade,  228;  Detroit  noted  for  its, 
192,  195;  the  staple  of  Canada, 
52;  its  protection  the  primary  object 
of  all  the  military  settlements  in 
the  upper  country  until  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  Upper  Canada,  52,  53; 
its  importance,  53,  54,  60,  61. 

Fur  trade  at  White  River,  (Delawares), 
295. 

Fur  traffic  route  through  uninhabited 
parts  of  Upper  Canada,  53; 

Fur  traders,  their  losses  through  Wayne’s 
army,  146,  164. 

Fur  traders  to  be  kept  out  of  the  Indian 
country,  228. 

Fur  trade,  monopoly  of  the,  228. 

Fur  trade  at  Montreal,  195. 

Furs  and  peltries  carried  across  the 
lakes  in  merchant  vessels,  67. 

Furs  collected  in  trade  as  far  as  1500 
miles  from  Queenston,  191,  192. 


Gainsfort,  Lieut.,  24th  Regt.,  75,  76. 

Galops  Rapids,  St.  Lawrence  River,  291 
note  1. 

Gananoque  River,  41,  57,  284  and 
notes  1  and  2. 

Garden  Island,  near  Kingston,  42. 

Garrison  ordered  to  fire  on  any  troops 
approaching  Fort  Miamis,  325. 

Garrisons  ordered  to  fire  upon  U.  S. 
troops  approaching  the  posts,  304, 
325.  . 

Garrisons,  supplies  for  the,  manipulated 
by  the  merchants,  65,  66. 

Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  13,  14,  28,  29,  71,  87,  114. 

General  Assessment  of  Upper  Canada 
required  to  furnish  an  accurate 
account  of  its  population,  52. 

Genesee  country,  103,  148,  162,  193, 
350;  overrated,  229. 

Genesee  Creek,  218. 
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Genesee  land  purchases  from  the  In¬ 
dians,  56. 

Genesee  River,  193,  258. 

Genesee  settlement,  20,  233;  a  benefit 
to  Upper  Canada,  56;  speculators, 
56. 

German  families  in  the  Berczy  settle¬ 
ment,  Markham  Township,  192. 

Germans,  (Pennsylvania),  296,299,304. 

Girty,  Simon,  interpreter,  13,  290  and 
note,  294  and  note. 

Givens,  (Givings),  Lieut.  James,  Queen’s 
Rangers,  75  and  note  1,  76,  95, 
98,  325. 

Glaize,  (Au  Glaize)  River,  21,  22,  23, 
40,  45,  50,  75,  79,  84,  87,  88,  96, 
112,  119,  128,  145,  146,  147,  148, 
149,  150,  160,  161,  166,  170,  245, 
287,  312.  (See  also  Grand  Glaize 
and  Little  Glaize). 

Glengarry  county,  249. 

Gloucester,  or  Matchedash,  Harbour  or 
Bay,  58,  59,  60,  176,  224,  225,  227. 

Gloucester  (or  Penetanguishene),  236; 
its  fur  trade,  227;  in  competition 
with  Detroit,  227. 

Goddard,  Charles,  Agent,  250. 

Godfroy,  (Godefroi),  Gabriel,  294;  letter 
from  Jean  Baptiste  Sans  CraintA 
281. 

Gold  mines  reserved  in  crown  grants, 
237,  267. 

Gold,  or  silver,  insufficient,  65;  pay¬ 
ment  for  labour  to  be  in,  65. 

Government,  seat  of,  (Niagara),  333. 

Governor  and  Council,  349;  appeal  to, 
from  decision  of  judges,  194. 

Governor  in  Council,  344,  345. 

Governor  Simcoe,  schooner,  69. 

Graham,  William,  73,  74. 

Grain  trade  at  Kingston,  annual,  221. 

Grammar  schools,  94. 

Grande  Isle,  (Wolfe  Island), 240. 

Grand  Glaize,  75,  80,  105. 

Grand  Jury,  the,  342. 

Grand  River,  (the  Ottawa),  57. 

Grand  River,  (the  Ouse),  15,  24,  30,  59, 
85,  100,  135, 155,  170,  192,  258,  310, 
314,  330,  337,  342,  343,  344,  345. 

Grand  River  Bluff,  Lake  Erie,  74,  97, 
98. 


Grand  River  Indians,  (see  also  Six 
Nations),  323,  325,  326. 

Grange,  British  ship,  34. 

Grant,  Commodore  Alexander,  (Capt.), 
18,  21,  111,  245,  263,  307,  345; 
Executive  Councillor,  250. 

Grant,  Lewis,  224. 

Gravel  Point,  Prince  Edward  County, 
203. 

Grey,  Capt.,  178. 

Gray,  Col.,  298. 

Gray,  James,  and  other  Presbyterians, 
the  petition  of,  249,  250. 

Gray,  John,  Montreal,  298. 

Gray,  Robert  Isaac  Dey,  178  and 
biographical  note. 

Great  Britain,  53,  54,  55,  57,  58,  68, 
69,  72,  110,  112,  151,  165,  248,  249, 

349,  350,  351,  352,  353;  accused  of 
assisting  the  Indians,  36;  as  a 
maritime  power,  69;  carrying  trade 
in  the  possession  of,  248;  colonial 
policy  of,  248;  commercial  hostility 
to,  recommended  by  Jefferson,  36; 
conditions  good  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  loyalty  in  U.  C.  for,  268; 
discontent  with  the  U.  S.,  112; 
English  laws  in,  inapplicable  to 
foreign  boundaries,  236;  the  Epis¬ 
copal  clergy  in,  351;  hostility  to, 
increased  in  the  United  States  by 
Lord  Dorchester’s  speech,  38;  and 
by  Governor  Simcoe’s  expedition 
to  the  Miamis  Rapids,  38;  interests 
of,  8;  liability  of,  for  payment  or 
protection,  5;  measure  for  stronger 
connection  with,  301;  measures  to 
strengthen  the  union  with,  349, 

350,  351 ;  mediation  of  matters  in 
dispute  with  the  U.  S.  nearing  a 
favorable  termination,  39;  ministry 
of,  16,  18,  29,  34;  not  bound  to 
evacuate  the  posts,  83;  policy  of, 
toward  the  United  States,  177; 
prohibition  of  intercourse  with, 
proposed  in  the  U.  S.  House  of 
Representatives,  April  2,  1794,  37; 
her  relations  with  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  53,  54;  represented 
by  Wayne  to  have  granted  all  U.  S. 
claims,  221;  situation  of,  with  res- 
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pect  to  the  war  with  France,  316, 
317;  trade  support  its  practice,  65; 
Treaty  breaches,  respecting  the 
Peace  with  the  U.  S.,  31;  the  ut¬ 
most  yielded  by  Jay’s  Treaty  that 
could  be,  186. 

Great  Britain  and  the  U.  S.,  strained 
relations  ended,  317. 

Great  Sodus,  (see  also  Sodus),  27,  85, 
121,  133. 

Green,  General,  98. 

Greenwich  longitude  used,  51. 

Grenadier  Island  (formerly  Toniata 

Island),  284  note  3. 

Grenville,  Lord,  81,  144,  145,  149,  150, 
158,  159,  179,  185,  186,  187,  225, 
228,  255,  309  note,  340,  352;  letter 
from  Henry  Dundas,  38;  letters 
from  John  Jay,  108,  121,  198,  325, 
332;  letter  from  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
(private)  162;  letters  to  George 
Hammond,  188,  205;  letters  to 
John  Jay,  115,  161. 

Grenville  militia,  1st  battalion,  224 

note  3. 

Guillemard,  Mons.,  332,  333. 

Guillotine,  French,  345. 

Gun  Boats,  18,  22,  76,  100,  129,  142, 
151,  157,  163,  168,  175,  185,  200, 

228,  307,  331,  336. 

Gun  Boat,  Capt.  Thorn,  131. 

Gun  boats  to  be  built  at  Chatham,  116, 
117,  126,  245,  275. 

Gun  boats  for  the  defence  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  42. 

Gun  boat,  suspension  of  the  building 
of  one  at  Detroit,  132,  164,  168, 
244. 

Guthrie,  Mr.,  second  mate,  Lake  Erie, 
234. 

Gypsies  in  Europe,  76. 


Haldimand,  General  (Sir  Frederick),  14, 
43,  239, 254. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  247  note  1. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  188,  189;  letters 
from  John  Jay,  101,  187. 

Hamilton,  Henry,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
47  note,  325. 

Hamilton,  James  Mathew,  6  and  bio¬ 


graphical  note;  letter  from  E.  B. 
Littlehales,  6. 

Hamilton,  Hon.  Robert,  3  note,  69,  70, 
109,  110,  111,  112,  330. 

Hamilton,  Todd,  Ellice  &  Co.,  69. 

Hamilton,  Mr.,  British  Consul  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  198. 

Hammond,  George,  British  minister 
plenipotentiarv  to  the  United  States, 
17,  18,  19,  26,  31,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39, 
40,  44,  79,  82,  118,  121,  144,  145, 
146,  148,  164,  175,  186,  198,  230, 
231,  256,  272,  276,  297,  301,  303, 
329;  the  answer  of  the  U.  S. 
ministers  to  his  presentation  on 
infractions  of  the  Treaty,  33;  un¬ 
satisfactory  to  him,  34;  granted 
leave  of  absence,  205;  letters  from 
Lord  Grenville,  188,  205;  letters 
from  Edmund  Randolph,  27,  201, 
(bis)  201;  letters  from  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
12,  15,  132,  150,  171,  179,  273,  303; 
letters  to  Edmund  Randolph,  29, 
202,  203;  his  presentation  to  the 
U.  S.  secretary  of  state  of  a  list 
of  infractions  of  the  Treaty  by 
that  country,  31;  his  remonstran¬ 
ces  to  the  U.  S.  government,  35; 
specifies  the  particular  infractions 
of  the  treaty  by  the  United  States, 
32. 

Hammond,  Mr.,  excluded  from  joining 
the  Queen’s  Rangers,  197. 

Hamtramck,  John  Francis,  Lieut.  Col., 
commandant  at  Fort  Wayne,  bio¬ 
graphical  note,  129;  89,  129  and 
note  1,  130,  253,  272,  286,  294,  295, 
296,  315,  328;  his  allegation  that 
Indian  lands  were  not  sought  by 
the  U.  S.  army,  287. 

Hanoverians,  refused  quarter  by  the 
French,  89. 

Harmar’s  expedition  to  the  Miamis,  13. 

Harrison,  Wm.  H.,  U.  S.  Aide-de-Camp, 
291. 

Harrow,  Capt.,  78,  96. 

Hastings  militia,  45  note. 

Hawkesbury,  Lord,  317. 

Hay,  Henry,  30. 

Head  of  the  Lake  (Ontario),  191,  192, 
203. 
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Hector,  Capt.,  his  detachment  of  the 
24th,  113. 

Hemp,  growth  of,  possible,  57,  268; 
cultivation  of,  proposed  by  Simcoe, 
226. 

Henn,  Lieut.,  279. 

Hesse,  district  of,  173  note. 

Hessian  fly,  216,  222;  its  appearance  in 
the  U.  S.  before  Upper  Canada, 
216;  its  appearance  in  Upper  Can¬ 
ada  in  1793,  216. 

Highlands  (Scarboro  Heights,  near  Tor¬ 
onto),  203  and  note  1. 

Hill,  Lieut.,  70. 

His  Britannic  Majesty,  201,  202;  pro¬ 
posed  as  mediator  in  the  U.  S. — 
Indian  war,  188, 189. 

H.  M.  authority,  349,  350. 

H.  M.  Government,  233,  234. 

H.  M.  Law  Officers,  343. 

H.  M.  Ministers  in  England,  29,  34, 
234,  292,  301,  302,  303,  304,  316, 
317,  321,  329,  335,  346,  348,  351, 
353. 

H.  M.  24th  Regiment,  179.  (See  also 
Regiment). 

H.  M.  Secretary  of  State,  338,  341. 

H.  M.  Speech  in  Parliament,  293. 

H.  M.  Treasury,  153  note. 

H.  M.  troops  in  Upper  Canada,  298, 
302,  304,  347;  supplies  for,  223; 
supplies  of  flour  for,  256,  257,  258. 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  18, 
38,  39,  108,  115,  121,  199,  205,  325, 
332. 

Hobart,  Right  Hon.  Lord,  246. 

Holland,  36. 

Holland,  Major  Samuel,  Surveyor 
General,  191,  250;  Life  and  Times 
of,  by  Willis  Chipman,  173  note. 

Holland  River,  58,  60,  226. 

Home  District,  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  the,  2;  militia,  136;  Loyal  Assoc¬ 
iation  of  the,  112. 

Hope’s  Cove,  Kingston,  41. 

Horned  cattle,  &c.,  Bill  for  regulation  of, 

House  of  Assembly,  Upper  Canada, 

6  note  2,  109,  111,  112,  136,  138, 
153,  162,  194,  208,  209,  210,  215, 
216,  237,  277;  its  complaint  res¬ 


pecting  the  contract  for  supplies  for 
the  troops,  65;  fourth  session  to  be 
held,  237. 

Howe,  Lord,  263;  his  victory,  20,  25 
and  note,  45,  165,  187. 

Howitzer,  284,  344. 

Hubert,  Rev.  Jean  Francois,  Bishop  of 
Quebec,  90  and  note  2,  246. 

Hudson’s  Bay  Co.,  68. 

Hudson’s  Bay  route,  68,  69. 

Huffnogle,  George,  deserter,  informa¬ 
tion  of,  180. 

Hull,  Gen.,  239. 

Hungry  Bay,  N.  Y.,  85. 

Hunt,  Major,  U.  S.  army,  88,  130. 

Hunt,  Rubin,  deserter  from  the  U.  S. 
army,  88. 

Hunter,  Joseph,  deserter  from  the  U.  S. 
army,  88. 

Huntingdon  county,  Lower  Canada,  51 
note  2. 

Huron  Indian,  a,  287,  288. 

Hurons,  (Wyandots),  95,  107,  114,  218, 
281,  339.  (See  also  Wyandots). 

Hurons,  Chief  of  the,  killed,  99. 

Huron  friend  of  T.  A.  Clarke,  220. 

Hurons  at  Sandusky,  287,  288. 

Huron  Village,  (Brownstown)  Mouth 
of  the  Detroit  River,  76,  77,  78, 
106,  121,  251,  337. 

Huron  Village  Council,  149. 

Huron  Village,  approaching  Indian 
Council  at  the,  330. 


Iantois  (Ouendats,  Wyandots,  Hurons), 
292. 

Illinois,  13. 

Illinois  River,  54. 

Indians  about  to  make  peace  with  the 
U.  S.,  274,  275,  279,  286. 

Indian  Affairs,  301,  318,  319,  320,  321, 
322,  323,  324;  appearance  of,  251; 
critical  situation  of  the,  326,  330; 
a  new  system  of  management  re¬ 
commended,  301,  302;  Simcoe’s 
system  for  the  management  of, 
319-324,  328. 

Indian  affairs  of  Upper  Canada,  144. 

Indian  allies  of  the  British,  a  protection 
to  York,  or  Toronto,  41. 
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Indian  boundary  with  Canada,  301. 

Indian  chiefs,  167;  ditto,  Matchedash 
Indians,  164. 

Indian  commissioners,  46  note  3. 

Indians,  communications  with  the, 
should  go  through  the  Lieut.  Gov¬ 
ernor,  71. 

Indians,  continuation  of  amicable  inter¬ 
course  with  the,  255. 

Indians,  conversion  of  the,  351. 

Indian  Council  at  Brownstown,  (Hur¬ 
on  Village,)  mouth  of  the  Detroit 
River,  Oct.  9th  -  13th,  1/94,  76, 
77,  78,  113,  147,  149,  170,  224,  238, 
251,  325;  speeches  of  the  Indians 
at,  238. 

Indian  Council  at  Brownstown  (called 
for  the  spring  of  1795),  337,  341. 

Indian  Council  at  Buffalo  Creek,  pro¬ 
posed,  155,  169;  held  June  18, 
1794,  169,  176;  Buffalo  Creek,  Aug. 
1794,  114;  Buffalo  Creek,  Nov. 
1794,  314;  Buffalo  Creek,  Dec.  11, 
1794,  217;  Buffalo  Creek,  258. 

Indian  Council  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
(also  written  Canandarque),  Oct. 
26,  1794,  154,  168,  169,  171,  172, 
217,  218,  251;  held  within  the 
United  States  territory,  171. 

Indian  Council,  Carrying  Place,  Cedars 
Rapids,  284;  Detroit,  167;  Fort 
Wayne,  287. 

Indian  Council  in  the  Genesee,  proposed, 
103. 


Indian  Council,  Glaize,  245. 

Indian  Council,  Lieut.  Col.  Butler  and 
the  Grand  River  Indians,  325. 
Indian  Council  called  for  Fort  Green¬ 
ville,  June  15,  1795,  280,  281,  294, 
295  297. 

Indian  Council,  Foot  of  the  Miamis 


rapids,  245.  .  . 

Indian  Councils  at  the  Miamis,  lib- 

Indian  Council,  Miamis  Rapids,  1793 
218;  Newark,  March  30,  179o,  33» 
New  Johnstown,  Feb.  21,  1795,  308 
Niagara,  Feb.  9-10,  1795,  334,  337 
Oswegatchie,  Feb.  2,  1795,  283 
Swan  Creek,  Sept.  28,  1794,  76 
Swan  Creek,  (La  Plant  s),  183 
Village  de  Packets,  272. 


Indian  Councils,  Brant’s  objections  to 
McKee’s  “interferences”  in  the, 
334. 

Indian  Council,  an,  must  be  held  when  a 
land  purchase  is  contemplated, 
241,254. 

Indian  Councils  pending  at  Detroit  and 
at  Niagara,  278. 

Indian  Councils,  rum  forbidden  to  be 
sold  at  the  time  of,  by  Sir  William 
Johnson,  254. 

Indian  Council  house,  erection  of  one 
proposed  for  the  prospective  metro¬ 
polis,  London,  U.  C.,  63,  143. 

Indian  country,  228. 


Indian  Department,  22,  45,  51,  74, 
106,  113,  129  note  1,  167,  170,  182 
note,  183  note  2,  244,  274  note, 
280  note,  283,  288,  292  note,  302, 
315,  336;  Additional  Instructions, 
241,  254,  261,  279;  agents  of  the, 
288;  Archives  of  the,  322;  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  constitution  of  the, 
340;  irregularity  pervading  the,  58; 
its  attachment  to  the  Province 
absolutely  necessary,  239;  its  con¬ 
dition,  318,  319,  320,  321,  322,  323, 
324;  constitution  of  the,  279;  de¬ 
predations  in  the,  314;  deranged 
in  both  Lower  and  Upper  Canada, 
104;  duties  of  the,  62,  63;  publicly 
accused  of  fomenting  disputes,  302, 
sums  allotted  for,  excessive,  64. 

Indian  Department  at  Detroit,  47  note, 
nonortmpnt,  officers,  salaries  ol, 


Indian  Department  service,  47. 

Indian  Department  in  Lower  Canada, 
104. 

Indians,  depredations  of,  on  the  white 
settlements,  alleged  as  the  inciting 
cause  of  the  U.  S.  making  war  upon 
them,  287;  disposition  and  nature 
of,  332;  dissatisfaction  re  lands 
in  Upper  Canada,  51;  distressed 
at  Grand  River,  310. 

Indians,  distressed  situation  of  the,  66b. 

Indians,  evacuation  of  the  posts  pre¬ 
carious  in  view  of  the  attitude  of 
the,  238. 

Indian  express,  201. 
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Indian  Fort,  large,  remains  of,  76. 

Indian  goods  at  Niagara,  334. 

Indians,  good  understanding  between 
the  English  and  the,  196. 

Indians,  hostilities  with  the,  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  304. 

Indians,  an  entirely  independent  people 
in  respect  to  European  nations,  123, 
171,  273. 

Indians,  great  influx  of,  at  the  Miamis, 
to  be  victualled,  138. 

Indians,  injuries  done  to  the,  314. 

Indian  interpreters,  167,  254,  255;  one 
required  at  Fort  Miamis,  96;  inter¬ 
preters  at  Swan  Creek  drunk,  221. 

Indian  land  purchases  in  Canada,  45, 
51,  194,  254,  255,  261,  278,  326, 
346  note;  deeds  of  conveyance  for, 
242,  254;  forbidden  except  by  the 
Superintendent  General  of  Indian 
Affairs,  241;  lands  to  be  purchased 
on  Spanish  territory  for  the  Wis¬ 
consin  factory,  53;  purchases  from 
the  Caughnawaga  Indians,  neces¬ 
sary,  260,  278;  purchase  at  Mat- 
chedash  Bay  irregularly  executed 
by  the  Indian  department,  58; 
purchases  near  York,  278;  purchase 
for  troops  of  Sir  John  Johnson’s 
corps,  284. 

Indian  lands,  encroachments  upon,  62 
320. 

Indian  lands  unpurchasable  except  by 
consent  of  the  Governor,  62. 

Indian  life,  Canadians  more  capable  of 
the  hardships  of,  than  Europeans, 
68. 

Indian  matters,  papers  relative  to,  285. 

Indian  misconduct  and  claims,  45. 

Indian  mode  of  fighting,  9,  11,  12. 

Indian  nations,  all  threatened  by  Wayne, 
221;  their  defection  anticipated  on 
the  British  withdrawal  from  the 
posts,  302;  desired  union  among, 
314;  independence  of  the,  134;  their 
independence  questioned  by  Sec¬ 
retary  Randolph,  202;  no  part  of 
the  British  force,  231;  prisoners 
with,  entirely  composed  of  U.  S. 
subjects,  64;  suspicious  of  collusion 


between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  145,  146. 

Indian  Nations  of  Upper  Canada,  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  British  Government 
necessary  with  the,  63 ;  their  man¬ 
agement  a  most  material  object, 
61,  63;  revision  of  the  superintend¬ 
ency  of  the,  279;  no  dissatisfaction 
from  land  purchases,  194. 

Indian  pensions,  323. 

Indian  presents,  185,  196,  225,  244, 
323,  325,  326;  deficiency  of,  in  the 
King’s  stores,  44;  to  be  given  for 
the  free  passage  of  British  traders, 
53;  supervision  of  the,  62,  63. 

Indians  of  Lake  Ontario,  24. 

Indians  of  the  lakes,  334. 

Indians,  licenses  no  longer  necessary 
for  trading  with,  62. 

Indians  of  Miamis,  105;  provisions 
necessary  for  the,  48. 

Indians,  numerous  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Miamis  R.,  74. 

Indians  at  Michilimackinac  discontent¬ 
ed,  238. 

Indians,  Northern  tribes  of,  202. 

Indians  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  253. 

Indians  of  the  Pacific  coast  furnished 
with  clothing,  etc.,  of  Spanish 
manufacture,  196. 

Indians,  rations  to,  3,000  delivered  daily, 

Indians  ruined  by  spirits  sold  them  by 
traders,  228. 

Indians  of  Sandusky,  letter  from  An¬ 
thony  Wayne,  252,  274. 

Indians  at  Swan  Creek,  220. 

Indians  of  the  Village  of  St.  Regis,  283. 

Indians,  Western  Confederacy  of,  169; 
little  inclination  on  their  part  to 
admit  Capt.  Brant  into  their  Coun¬ 
cil,  147. 

Indians,  tract  between  York  and  Bur¬ 
lington  Bay  unpurchased  from  the, 
59. 

Indian  Scouts,  Capt.  Elliott’s,  79,  88. 

Indian  store  at  Detroit,  226;  at  Mon¬ 
treal,  334;  at  Niagara,  278,  345. 

Indian  stores,  318. 

Indian  Superintendents,  defects  in,  302; 
enormous  powers  of,  301. 
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Indian  territory,  as  neutral  ground, 
invaded  by  Wayne’s  army,  97. 

Indian  territory  wanted,  procedure 
when,  241,  254,  278. 

Indian  trade,  227,  228,  274;  desired  by 
Gen.  Wayne,  88. 

Indian  trade  guaranteed  by  Jay’s 
Treaty,  255,  256. 

Indian  trade  in  U.  C.,  267. 

Indian  trade  from  Canada  within  the 
U.  S.,  159. 

Indian  trade  from  the  U.  S.  within 
Canada,  159,  324. 

Indian  trade  turning  down  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  River  since  the  revolution, 
190. 

Indian  trade,  U.  S.  citizens  about  to 
adventure  in  the,  after  the  cession 
of  the  posts,  333. 

Indian  traders,  320;  their  abuses,  62; 
regulation  of,  64. 

Indian  traders  using  language  suited  to 
draw  trade,  238. 

Indian  traffic,  its  support  advocated  by 
Pres.  Washington  in  a  speech,  65,67. 

Indian  tribes  at  Brownstown,  78. 

Indian,  or  McGregor’s,  Creek,  (Chat¬ 
ham),  127. 

Indigo,  its  cultivation  possible  on  the 
Lake  Erie  front,  57. 

Industry,  Col.  Baby’s  sloop,  at  Detroit, 
69. 

Industry,  French  privateer,  35. 

Inns,  the  building  of,  266. 

Insurgents  at  Pittsburg,  251.  (See  also 
Whiskey  rebellion), 

Intermittent  fevers,  227. 

Internal  communications  of  Upper  Can¬ 
ada,  52. 

Ireland,  6  note  1,  87,  160,  247  note  1, 
270,  346. 

Irish  deserters,  200. 

Irishmen,  deserters  from  the  U.  S.  army 
chiefly,  88. 

Irish  pork,  222. 

Iron  mines,  grant  of,  237. 

Ironside,  George,  biographical  note,  182 
and  note;  letter  from  Capt.  Steele, 
297;  letters  to  Alex.  McKee,  220, 
288,  290,  293,  294,  295,  296,  308, 
312;  letter  to  Capt.  Steele,  294. 


Isle  au  Diable,  42. 

Isle  aux  Noix,  24  note  5. 

Isle  Bois  Blanc,  236. 

Isle  du  Fort  Levi,  242  note. 

Isle  Royale,  St.  Lawrence  River,  42 
note,  58  note,  285  note. 

Isles  au  Barril,  St.  Lawrence  River,  42. 
Ivrogne  Pointe  (Adams  Point),  242  and 
note,  343.  (See  also  Point  Ivrogne). 


Jacobin  emissaries,  their  machinations 
in  the  Miamis  country,  246. 

Jacobin  politics,  317. 

Jacobin  societies  in  America,  311. 

Jacobinical  principles  amongst  British 
people,  90. 

Jamaica,  B.  W.  I.,  35. 

James  River,  Va.,  54. 

Jarvis,  William,  Secretary  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  250,  342;  extract  of  a  letter 
to  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  29. 

Jay,  John,  119,  149,  150,  172,  179,  185, 
188,  189,  225,  228,  234,  239,  255, 
303,  335;  Correspondence  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Papers  of,  81,  84,  101,  158,  159, 
161,  187,  188,  311,  317;  his  estimate 
of  King  George  III,  317;  his  favor¬ 
able  reception  in  England,112;  his 
private  opinions  of  the  relations  of 
the  U.  S.  with  Great  Britain,  316; 
letters  from  Lord  Grenville,  115, 
161 ;  letter  from  Edmund  Randolph, 
17;  letter  from  George  Washington, 
16;  letter  to  Oliver  Ellsworth,  186; 
letters  to  Lord  Grenville,  108,  121, 
198,  325,  332;  letters  to  Alexander 
Hamilton,  101,  187;  letters  to 

Edmund  Randolph,  82,  158;  letters 
to  George  Washington,  81,  158,  187, 
311,  (private)  316. 

Jay’s  Treaty,  121,  179,  185,  190  note, 
198,  225,  228,  235,  239,  246,  255, 
293,  325,  338;  Indian  trade  guaran¬ 
teed  to  the  British  by,  255,  256; 
internal  commercial  intercourse  and 
extradition  of  criminals  arranged 
by,  305;  Treaty  agreed  upon,  149, 
150,  188;  nearly  completed,  158, 
159,  174;  signed  Nov.  18,  1794,  185. 
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Jefferson,  Thomas,  U.  S.  Secretary  of 
State,  his  fallacious  report  on  U.  S. 
foreign  trade,  recommending  closer 
connection  with  France  and  com¬ 
mercial  hostility  to  Great  Britain, 
36;  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond, 
82;  his  “Notes  on  the  State  of 
Virginia,”  352. 

Jessup’s  Corps  (Loyal  Rangers),  224 
note  3,  284  note  1. 

Jesuit  Estates,  15. 

Joe,  a  denomination  of  currency,  194. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  15,  51,  62,  104,  164, 
240,  241,  291,  301,  314,  319,  323; 
new  commission  to  be  issued  to, 
340. 

Johnson,  William,  ensign,  243,  259. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  122,  254,  284,  322, 
323 ;  his  map  of  the  Indian  boundary 
line,  104  and  note;  his  methods 
of  dealing  with  Indians,  254. 

Johnson  Hall,  N.  Y.,  254. 

Johnson’s  landing,  218  and  note. 

Johnston,  Capt.  William,  interpreter, 
135,  154,  155,  168,  169,  171,  172, 
175,  176,  334,  338;  regarded  as  a 
British  spy,  at  the  Indian  Council 
at  Canandarque,  (Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.)  135,  169,  171. 

Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  87. 

Johnstown,  92,  224  and  note  1,  276,  277, 
282,  283,  284,  285,  291  and  note 
1;  at  the  termination  of  lake  navi¬ 
gation,  58.  (See  also  New  Johns¬ 
town). 

Jones,  Augustus,  deputy  surveyor,  24 
and  note  1,  102  and  note  2. 

Jones’  house,  Mr.,  (Stoney  Creek,  Salt- 
fleet  Township),  102  and  note  2. 

Jones,  Doctor  Solomon,  116,  291. 

Judicature  Bill  of  1794,  2,  110,  111, 
153;  its  passage  through  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  opposed  and  de¬ 
bated,  2,  3. 

J uries,  regulation  of,  in  U pper  Canada,  2. 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  235;  authorized 
to  license  public  houses,  3. 

Kaghnawagas,  and  Kaughnawagas,  (see 
Caughnawagas) . 

Kainway,  297. 


Kalamazoo  River,  Mich.,  315  and  note 

Kanandarque  and  Kanondaguae,  (see 
Canandaigua). 

Kekalamasoe,  (Kalamazoo,  Mich.),  315. 

Kelly,  James,  deserter  from  the  U.  S. 
army,  88. 

Kennedy,  James,  a  deserter  from  the 
U.  S.  army,  information  of,  160. 

Kent  county,  129  note  1. 

Kentuckians,  103,  114. 

Kentucky,  54,  55,  87,  89,  113,  114,  116, 
129  note  1,  142,  160,  229,  233,  247 
and  note  4,  248. 

Kentucky  militia  in  the  U.  S.  army, 
19,  20,  148. 

Kentucky  volunteers,  9,  11. 

Kenty  (Quints),  Bay  of,  190,  191. 

Kildare,  county  of,  Ireland,  247  note  1. 

Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  70  note  1. 

King  George  III.  of  Great  Britain,  270, 
288,  289,  317,  319. 

King,  John,  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
39,  109;  letters  from  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
165,  273,  298. 

King’s  Bench,  Court  of,  2,  111. 

King’s  College,  Aberdeen,  182  note. 

King’s  Commissions,  the,  306,  307. 

King’s  Indian  stores,  278. 

King’s  magazines  at  Detroit,  181. 

King’s  ministers,  65,  68.  (See  also  H.  M. 
Ministers). 

King’s  printer  for  Upper  Canada,  165. 

King’s  ships  on  Lake  Erie,  90. 

Kingston,  29,  41,  42,  43,  45  note,  56,  58, 
66,  67,  69,  73,  86,  91,  92,  94,  105, 
109,  118,  137,  139,  180,  184,  190, 

191,  195,  197,  203,  204,  205,  206, 

209,  219,  224,  225,  226,  227,  228, 

229,  230,  234,  235,  236,  238,  240, 

242,  245,  251,  256,  259,  260,  263, 

264,  271,  276,  293,  305,  310,  318, 

325,  326,  327,  328,  331,  341,  345, 

346,  348,  353;  charter  of  incorpora¬ 
tion  requested  for,  237;  command¬ 
ing  officer  at,  331 ;  exports  from,  223 ; 
fortification  of,  41,  43;  its  rapid 
growth  after  the  establishment  of 
Upper  Canada,  58. 

Kingston  harbour,  42;  the  best  at  the 
east  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  58; 
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limited  extent  to  which  it  can  be 
fortified  to  preserve  stores  and 
shipping  in  winter,  41,  43. 

Kingston  packet,  new  schooner  on  Lake 
Ontario,  341. 

Kingston,  Simcoe’s  proposal  for  its  in¬ 
corporation  as  a  city,  235,  236. 

King’s  stores,  the,  137,  139,  283,  338. 

King’s  stores  at  Quebec,  260. 

King’s  Store  at  Swan  Creek,  312. 

King’s  storehouses  at  the  posts,  139, 
260. 

King’s  troops,  or  forces,  the,  72,  97, 
338;  officers  of,  26;  supplies  for,  no 
longer  monopolized,  65. 

King’s  vessel,  215. 

King’s  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  50,  67. 

Knaggs,  George,  331.  (See  also  Nagg.) 

Knox,  Gen.  Henry,  U.  S.  Secretary  of 
War,  155,  328;  his  instructions  to 
Gen.  Sinclair,  145;  letter  from 
Major  John  H.  Buell,  115. 

Konondaigua,  (see  Canandaigua). 

Labadie,  Baron,  281;  letter  from  Bap¬ 
tiste  Sans  CraintS,  280. 

La  Bute,  Alexis,  ensign,  30. 

Lachine  Rapids,  66. 

La  Corne,  Mons.,  (de  la  Corne),  107 
and  note,  108;  letter  from  J.  G. 
Simcoe,  107. 

Lady  Dorchester,  schooner,  69. 

La  Fontaine,  Francois,  286  and  note, 
294,  295;  information  of,  286. 

Lake  Athabasca,  51  note  2,  333. 

Lake  aux  Claies,  or  Sheeniong,  (French 
name  of  Lake  Simcoe),  58. 

Lake  Champlain,  347. 

Lake  Erie,  21,  55,  57,  58,  59,  60,  64, 
66,  69,  78,  103,  107,  142,  151, 
157,  162,  173  note,  175,  192,  195, 
218,  228,  234,  236,  251,  271,  292, 
300,  325,  339,  351;  district  south  of, 
229;  merchant  vessels  employed  by 
necessity  on,  182;  tedious  navi¬ 
gation  of,  149. 

Lake  Huron,  53,  56,  57,  58,  60,  64, 
69,  142,  178,  179,  192,  195,  227, 
236,  255,  271,  323,  324;  Georgian 
Bay  division  of,  326;  road  com¬ 
munication  with  (Georgian  Bay) 


possessed  of  many  natural  advant¬ 
ages,  59,  60. 

Lake  indians,  218,  225,  258. 

Lake  La  Clie,  (French  name  of  Lake 
Simcoe),  226. 

Lake  la  Crosse,  333. 

Lake  Michigan,  54,  55,  69,  195,  323. 

Lake  Ontario,  17,  27,  28,  41,  43,  55,  56, 
57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  64,  69,  91,  102, 
142,  151,  165,  173  note,  180,  181, 
184,  190,  191,  192,  197,  218  and 
note,  224,  226,  227,  228,  234,  236, 
255,  291  note  1,  341,  350;  Head  of, 
175,  184;  shippping  on,  42. 

Lake  Ouenteronk  (the  Huron  Indian 
and  Iroquois  name  of  Lake  Simcoe), 
226. 

Lake  St.  Clair,  (sometimes  given  erron¬ 
eously  as  Sinclair),  59,  192,  323. 

Lake  St.  Francois  (Francis),  190. 

Lake  Sheeniong,  and  Shenyong,  (the 
Chippewa  Indian  name  of  Lake 
Simcoe),  58. 

Lake  Simcoe,  24,  60,  178,  192,  226, 
227;  described,  58;  so  named  in 
respect  to  the  memory  of  Capt. 
John  Simcoe,  R.  N.,  (the  Lieut. 
Governor’s  father),  58. 

Lake  Superior,  69,  195,  236,  333. 

Lake  Winnipeg,  333. 

Lakes,  the  chain  of,  247;  future  com¬ 
merce  of  the,  229,  236;  launching 
of  a  boat  by  the  U.  S.  on  the,  to  be 
regarded  as  an  act  of  hostility  in 
Upper  Canada,  230;  maritime  juris¬ 
diction  of  Kingston  and  Niagara 
as  cities  to  extend  to  the,  236;  navi¬ 
gation  of  the,  255;  uncertain  navi¬ 
gation  of  the,  138;  prospect  of 
shipping  on  them  being  increased, 
271;  threats  of  U.  S.  officers  to 
approach  the,  230. 

Lakes  region,  contour  of  the  land  in  the, 
41. 

Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  296,  304. 

Land  Board,  a,  119. 

Land  Boards,  172,  173  and  note,  193; 
discontinued  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  Upper  Canada,  172; 
resolution  of  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  relating  to,  237. 
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Land  Committee  of  the  Executive 
Council,  344. 

Land  granting,  237,  267. 

Land  Grant,  six  townships,  sought  in 
Upper  Canada,  for  Pennsylvania 
Germans,  296,  299,  304. 

Land  grants,  certificates  or  title  deeds, 
327;  original  grants  not  separated 
and  divided  by  crown  and  clergy 
reserves  as  the  later  grants,  268; 
reserves  of  silver  and  gold  mines 
only  in,  237,  267;  reservation  in 
the  title  deeds  of,  with  respect  to 
white  pines,  342;  reservations  in, 
312,  313. 

Land  grants  in  Upper  Canada  to  be 
assimilated  to  those  of  Lower  Can¬ 
ada,  327. 

Land  jobbers  in  N.  Y.  state,  56,  229. 

Land  jobbers  in  the  U.  S.,  103,  123,  265. 

Land  purchasing  from  the  Indians,  the 
aim  of  the  U.  S.,  according  to  Col. 
Hamtramck,  287. 

Land  sale  by  the  Grand  River  Indians 
proposed,  326. 

Lands,  resolution  for  the  better  dis¬ 
tribution  of,  237. 

Land  speculators,  Canada’s  escape 
from  their  notice,  194. 

Langhorn,  Rev.  John,  91  and  note  7. 

Lansdowne,  Lord,  his  iniquitous  treaty 
of  1783,  77. 

La  Plant,  M.,  183. 

La  Saline,  286. 

L’Assomption,  (Sandwich),  90  note  2. 

Lasselle,  Antoine,  161,  166,  167,  179 
272,  274,  276,  280,  285,  286,  287 
and  note,  290,  292,  294,  295,  296, 
297,  336;  examination  of,  as  a 
prisoner  with  the  U.  S.  army,  13; 
information  of,  166;  letter  to  Jac¬ 
ques  Lasselle,  281;  letter  to  John 
McGregor,  jr.,  282. 

Lasselle,  Coco,  294,  295. 

Lasselle,  Francois,  161,  272,  282,  286 
295. 

Lasselle,  Hyacinth,  272,  286,  295. 

Lasselle,  Jacques,  letter  from  Antoine 
Lasselle,  281;  nephew  of  Antoine, 
282.  , 

Law  Department,  the,  178. 


Lawe,  Lieut.  George,  136. 

Leatherlips,  Wyandot  chief,  182,  276. 

Le  Boeuf,  fort,  71,  103;  garrison  of,  71. 

Le  Dru,  Pere,  44,  96,  152;  a  Jacobin,  5; 
letter  from  E.  B.  Littlehales,  140. 

Leeds  Militia,  2nd  Reg’t,  284  note  1. 

Leek,  Scotland,  308  note  2. 

Legal  fees,  Table  of,  170,  171. 

Legislative  Assembly,  Upper  Canada, 
45  note,  178  note,  266,  267,  277, 
342  note  2. 

Legislative  Assembly,  Lower  Canada. 
51  note. 

Legislative  assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
103  note. 

Legislative  Council,  Upper  Canada,  109> 
153,  178,  194,  235,  266,  267;  mem¬ 
bers  of,  66. 

Legislative  Council  Chamber,  Niagara, 
sometimes  used  as  a  church,  91. 

Legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  215,  228, 
266,  267,  271,  277;  its  Acts  of  the 
third  session,  transmitted,  156; 
its  Acts  of  the  first  and  second 
sessions  to  be  transmitted,  156; 
care  in  respect  to  abuses  of  Indians 
and  Indian  trade  devolving  upon 
the,  62;  Simcoe’s  observations  on 
Acts  passed  at  the  third  session  of 
the,  1. 

Leith  &  Compy,  George,  69. 

Le  Maistre,  Francis,  235;  letter  from 
R.  G.  England,  156;  letters  from 
E.  B.  Littlehales,  86,  102,  105,  182, 
259,  283,  337;  letter  to  E.  B.  Little- 
h^es,  243;  letter  to  J.  G.  Simcoe, 

Le  Sans-Culotte,  French  privateer  of 
Marseilles,  35. 

Lethbridge,  Major  Robert,  letter  from 
Richard  Cartwright,  118. 

Letter  (extract)  from  a  gentleman  in 
Montreal  to  his  friend  in  Albany, 

X  -  Y.,  (on  Alexander  Mackenzie’s 
discoveries),  333. 

^Levy)  Island,  St.  Lawrence 
River,  58  and  note.  (See  also  next 
item.) 

Levi,  Isle  du  Fort,  River  St.  Lawrence 
285  note. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  50. 
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Liancourt,  Duke  de,  332,  333. 

Licensing  public  houses,  3. 

Lieutenants  of  Counties,  29;  appointed, 
235. 

Lieutenant  Governor,  Lower  Canada, 
282. 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  LTpper  Canada, 
277,  319,  320,  321,  322,  323,  324; 
his  relations  with  H.  M.  Ministers, 
302. 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
U.  S.,  35. 

Linachkumegua,  293. 

Lincoln,  Bishop  of,  94. 

Lincoln  county,  342  note  2. 

Lincoln  Militia,  6  note  2;  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  it  disbanded,  140,  148,  149. 

Lintz,  George,  131. 

Litchfield,  196. 

Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  190. 

Little  Glaize,  13. 

Little,  Mr.,  agent  at  Sodus,  28. 

Littlehales,  E.  B.,  Major  of  Brigade, 
50,  73,  79,  97,  165,  230,  231,  235, 
254,  282,  313,  325;  letter  from 
Rosseter  Boyle,  291;  letter  from 
William  Chewett,  24;  letter  from 
Ralfe  Clench,  30 ;  letter  from  Thom¬ 
as  Aston  Coffin,  90;  letter  from 
William  Crooks,  70;  letter  from 
Peter  Drummond,  219;  letter  from 
William  Fraser,  224;  letter  from 
Francis  Le  Maistre,  243;  letter 
from  Peter  Russell,  312;  letter  from 

C.  T.  A.  Schoedde,  89;  letter 
from  David  Shank,  70;  letter  from 

D.  W.  Smith,  307;  letter  to  James 
Baby,  197;  letter  to  John  Butler, 
225 ;  letters  to  Richard  Cartwright, 
29,  86;  letter  to  Ralfe  Clench,  140; 
letter  to  W illiam  Crooks ,  49 ;  letter 
to  John  Deserontyo,  341;  letters 
to  R.  G.  England,  175,  (bis)  175; 
letter  to  Alexander  Fisher,  251; 
letter  to  Capt.  James  Mathew 
Hamilton,  6;  letter  to  M.  Le  Dru, 
140;  letters  to  Francis  Le  Maistre, 
86,  102,  105,  182,  259,  283,  337; 
letter  to  Hector  McLean,  204; 
letter  to  Richard  Porter,  86;  letter 
to  Peter  Russell,  331;  letter  to 


D.  Short,  243;  letter  to  D.  W. 
Smith,  (private)  263;  letters  to 
Major  John  Smith,  6  (2),  49  (3), 

87,  174;  letter  to  William  Tiffany, 
346. 

Little  Otter,  99. 

Little  Sodus,  56. 

Little  Turtle,  chief  of  the  Miamis  Indi¬ 
ans,  272,  290,  294,  295.  _ 

Little  Turtle’s  Indian  town,  Little 
Glaize  River,  13. 

Liverpool,  Eng.,  165. 

Lockwood,  — ,  his  desertion  to  the  U.  S. 
286. 

London,  Eng.,  9,  16,  17,  24  note  5,  55, 
66  note,  81,  82,  84,  101,  158,  186, 
187,  196,  216,  239,  305,  311,  316. 

London  market,  54. 

London,  the  projected  capital  of  U.  C., 
59,  60,  61,  72,  142,  143;  its  position 
giving  it  a  commanding  place  over 
the  Indian  Nations,  61,  72. 

Longforn,  Mr.,  77. 

Long  Point,  Lake  Erie,  55,  59,  60,  /3, 
78,  142,  143,  144,  151,  236,  244 
note,  255. 

Long  Sault,  River  St.  Lawrence,  284. 

Longueuil,  Seigneurie  de  Monsr.,  11. 

Lord  Chancellor,  Great  Britain,  108. 

Lords  commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Foreign  Plantations,  52. 

Lords  of  the  Council  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  216,  226,  237,  279, 
329;  letter  from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  226. 

Lords  commissioners  of  H.  M.  Treasury, 
138,  139,  152,  206,  214,  216,  217, 
256,  258,  330. 

Lorimier,  Chevalier  de,  282,  283,  284. 

Lotteridge,  William,  136. 

Louisiana,  Spanish  Governor  of,  329. 

Louison, (Colonel  Louis),  308  and  note 3. 

Low  Dutch,  N.  Y.  state,  190. 

Lower  Canada,  44,  104,  105,  107  note, 
111  and  note,  112,  139,  156,  157, 
158,  178,  229,  243,  284,  334,  336, 
348;  Archives  of,  45;  the  Church 
of  England  in,  93;  cost  of  flour  in, 
222;  emancipation  of  Upper  Cana- 
ada  from,  desirable,  303;  exports 
from  Kingston  to,  223;  opposition 
from,  152;  Ordinance  of,  respecting 
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Indian  trade,  62;  report  to  furnish 
particulars  of  the  trade  route  to 
the  North  West,  53;  settled  almost 
entirely  along  its  water  fronts,  57. 

Loyal  Association  of  the  Home  District, 
112. 

Loyalists,  55,  56,  193,  227,  278;  estates 
of,  32;  proscription,  attainder  and 
banishment  of,  32. 

Loyalists  and  the  Indians  of  the  Seven 
Villages,  14. 

Loyal  Rangers  (Jessup’s  Corps),  224 
note  3,  284  note  1. 

Loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada,  240,  350. 

Lundy’s  Lane,  Battle  of,  70  note  1. 

Luneburg  District,  U.  C.,  24  note  5. 

Lutheran  chapel,  91  and  note  2. 

Lutheran  clergyman,  (Rev.  Samuel 
Schwerdfeger),  91  and  note  5. 

Lymburner,  Adam,  111  and  note. 


Mackinac,  96;  within  the  U.  S.  territory 
196. 

Mackinac  Indians,  75,  184. 

Macomb,  William,  271. 

Madison,  James,  36. 

Madrid,  305. 

Magazines  required  at  the  Posts,  207, 
211,  215,  216. 

Magazines  in  Upper  Canada  incompet¬ 
ent,  231. 

Magazines,  extra,  unnecessary,  in  Com¬ 
missary  General  Craigie’s  opinion, 
257. 

Magistrates,  235,  323,  346;  certain 
powers  given  them  in  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  lands,  237. 

Magna  Charta  of  Canada,  (the  Canada 
Act  of  1791),  267. 

Maiigar,  a  Pottawatomie  Indian,  292. 

Maisonville,  Capt.,  119. 

Maisonville’s  company  of  militia,  119. 

Makujai  chiefs,  288. 

Manoka,  Jos.,  293  and  note  4. 

Maraservy,  Lewis,  deserter,  130,  167. 

Marine  Department  (provincial),  100 
239,  245. 

Marines,  militia  acting  as,  157;  to  re¬ 
ceive  seamen’s  pay,  26. 


Marines  required  for  the  Lakes,  20. 

Maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  lakes  laid 
out  by  Simcoe,  236. 

Maritime  power  (internal)  of  North 
America  located  in  Upper  Canada, 
57. 

Marriage  Act,  U.  C.,  109;  difficulties 
attending  the  passage  of  a,  4. 

Martial  law  approved  by  Col.  McKee 
for  the  government  of  Upper  Can¬ 
ada,  335. 

Martial  Law  to  be  proclaimed  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Detroit  River,  5. 

Maryborough  parish,  Co.  Kildare,  Ire¬ 
land,  247  note  1. 

Massachusetts,  165  note. 

Masts  and  spars,  222. 

Master  builder  at  Detroit,  175,  307. 

Master  builder  at  Fort  Miamis,  100. 

Master  General  of  Ordnance,  344. 

Matchedash,  179,  184. 

Matchedash  Bay,  (re-named  Glouces¬ 
ter),  58,  59,  60,  178,  224,  225,  227. 

Matchedash  chiefs,  227. 

Matchedash  Indians,  176,  179. 

Matchedash  Indian  land  purchase,  45, 
104,  225,  226,  227;  signed  blank 
deed,  164,  179.  (See  also  Missis- 
sagua  blank  deed). 

Matilda  (township),  petition  from,  for 
a  clergyman,  352. 

Mawme  River  (Miamis)  74. 

May,  James,  69. 

May,  a  spy  in  the  army  of  Gen.  Wavne, 

8. 

Mayne,  Lieut.  William,  biographical 
note,  115;  73,  74,  75,  76,  77,  78, 
79,  97,  98,  125;  (as  Captain,  after 
promotion)  203  note  4,  263;  letter 
to  R.  G.  England,  115;  his  Mem¬ 
oranda  on  the  expedition  of  Gov. 
Simcoe  to  the  Miamis,  etc.,  1794, 
73-79. 

Meanymsiiah,  Chief,  291. 

Meldrum,  Capt.,  69. 

Mennonists  (Mennonites),  4,  194. 

Merchant  in  charge  of  Indian  store  at 
Niagara,  278. 

Merchants’  bons  or  notes,  136;  not 
passable  as  currency  in  alternate 
districts,  43;  to  be  replaced  by 
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specie  as  a  circulating  medium,  67; 
risky  in  large  sums  for  the  payment 
of  the  militia,  43. 

Merchants  at  Detroit,  English  and 
Canadian  correspondents  of  the, 
239. 

Merchants,  French,  among  the  Indians, 
116. 

Merchants  of  Kingston,  227,  228. 

Merchants  at  Kingston,  high  price  de¬ 
manded  by  the,  209. 

Merchants  of  Lower  Canada,  216. 

Merchants,  monopoly  of  the,  210,  211, 
216,  228. 

Merchants  in  the  North  West  trade, 
227. 

Merchants,  purchases  from  the,  for 
Indian  supplies,  278. 

Merchant  shipping  on  the  lakes,  271. 

Merchant  vessels  on  the  lakes,  67,  69, 
78.. 

Methodists,  91. 

Miamis,  (action  at  the  Fallen  Timber), 
105,  112. 

Miamis  Bay,  22,  23,  74,  76,  147,  293. 

Miamis,  boat,  197,  200,  201. 

Miamis  country,  16,  246. 

Miamis  fever  still  prevalent  at  Detroit, 
245. 

Miamis  Indians,  13,  76,  79,  80,  128,  182, 
220,  253,  286,  290,  291,  294,  295, 
334,  336. 

Miamis  Indians,  two,  290,  294. 

Miamis  Indian  “fellows,”  293. 

Miamis  Nations  (three),  274. 

Miamis,  Sickness  at  the,  95,  98,  100, 
102,  106. 

Miamis  Rapids,  17,  28,  182,  183  note 
2,  201,  218,  219,  230,  245,  296. 

Miamis  Rapids,  Foot  of  the,  74,  80, 
96,  113,  114,  116,  145,  146,  149, 
164,  170,  196,  245,  253,  287. 

Miamis  River,  51  note  1,  55,  74,  76,  88, 
116,  118,  124,  156,  164,  197,  200, 
201,  231,  251,  278,  304,  308,  327, 
347 ;  Forks  of  the,  87. 

Miamis  River  of  the  Lakes  (Lake  Erie) 
now  written  Maumee,  10. 

Miamis  River,  which  empties  into  the 
Ohio  (the  Big  Miamis),  10. 

Miamis  Indian  town  or  towns  (the  site 


of  Fort  Wayne),  88,  89,  128,  129, 
130,  145,  147,  148,  160,  166,  170, 
180,  281,  282,  328.  (Presumably 
the  same  as  the  next  two  items.) 

Miamis  Village  or  Villages,  116,  160, 
161,  253,  286. 

Miamis  Indians,  old  village  of  the,  114. 

Michigan  Historical  Society,  Collec¬ 
tions,  XX,  115  note;  XV,  280  note; 
XII,  286  note. 

Michilimackinac,  44,  53,  56,  157,  167, 
170,  186,  192,  195,  200,  220,  238, 
244,  249,  282,  307,  336;  anticipated 
evacuation  of,  by  H.  M.  troops, 
227;  the  general  depot  of  the  fur 
trade  upon  Lake  Huron,  53 ;  (Mack¬ 
inac)  the  rendezvous  of  the  fur 
traders,  196. 


Middle  Sister  (island),  74,  78. 

Midland  District,  Upper  Canada,  222, 
223;  court  of  the,  251,  252;  court 
of  Common  Pleas  in  the,  2. 

Mifflin,  Thomas,  Governor  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  162;  his  summons  to  the 
States  Assembly  of  that  state  to 
embody  its  militia  against  the 
whiskey  rebellion,  45. 

Miles,  Mr.,  243. 

Military  artificers,  151. 

Military  chest,  309. 

Military  chest  payments,  260. 

Military  government  unnecessary  in 
Upper  Canada,  301,  303,  319. 

Military  officers  to  attend  distribution 
of  Indian  presents,  323;  to  be 
present  when  Indian  lands  are  pur¬ 
chased,  242,  254,  278. 

Military  roads,  142;  the  opening  of,  by 
soldiers,  266. 

Military  stores,  165. 

Military  stores  in  Upper  Canada  in¬ 
competent  for  a  war,  231. 

Military  stores  and  ammunition  re¬ 
quired  for  Upper  Canada,  43. 

Militia,  25,  26,  29,  30,  40,  41,  42,  43,  90, 
128,  132,  138,  142,  151,  165,  178, 
194,  240. 

Militia  Act,  Upper  Canada,  46,  163, 
286;  amendment  of  the,  at  the  third 
session  of  the  Legislature,  1;  pro¬ 
vision  in  it  for  calling  out  the 
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militia  in  the  absence  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  5. 

Militia,  acting  as  marines,  157. 

Militia,  Adjutant  General  of  the,  97; 
artillery  practice  required  for  the 
Home  District  militia,  31. 

Militia,  Upper  Canada,  authority  given 
to  employ  them  for  service  on  the 
waters  in  time  of  war,  1;  and  to 
form  cavalry  troops  when  occasion 
may  require  it,  1;  and  to  train 
them  in  artillery  service,  1;  time 
of  service  on  a  detachment  of, 
regulated,  1. 

Militia,  calling  out  the,  5;  French  Can¬ 
adian  militia  from  Detroit,  97,  98; 
their  number  near  2,000,  14. 

Militia  called  out  at  Detroit,  157. 

Militia  of  England,  29. 

Militia,  Home  District,  6,  97;  embodied, 
20;  Field  return  of  a  detachment 
of,  Oct.  20,  1794,  Newark,  136. 

Militia,  Captains  of,  at  River  Raisin, 
77. 

Militia  from  the  Thames,  21,  26. 

Militia,  Assistant  Quartermaster  Gen¬ 
eral  of,  6  note  2. 

Militia  detachment,  168. 

Militia  disbanded,  146,  148,  149,  164, 
219. 

Militia  at  Fort  Miamis  to  be  dismissed, 
175. 

Militia  at  Fort  Miamis  disbanded,  244. 

Militia  furloughs,  30. 

Militia  officers  nominated  by  the  Lieu¬ 
tenants  of  counties,  235. 

Militia  orders,  97. 

Militia  “Ordinance,”  29. 

Militia  pay,  184;  militia  called  for 
Miamis,  to  receive  army  pay,  7, 
26  ;  pay  list  (abstract)  of  the  Essex 
Militia,  Northern  Battalion,  de¬ 
tachment,  30;  pay  list  (abstract) 
of  the  Essex  Militia,  Southern 
Battalion,  detachment,  12. 

Militia  men,  provision  for  their  in¬ 
struction,  49. 

Militia  quartered  at  Butler’s  Barracks, 
49. 

Militia  Returns  required  to  furnish  an 


accurate  account  of  Upper  Canada, 
52,  56. 

Militia  rolls,  236. 

Militia  and  the  agriculture  of  Upper 
Canada,  31. 

Militia  laws,  resolution  of  disobedience 
to  the,  at  River  Raisin,  246. 

Milne,  Edmund,  299,  304. 

Milne,  Edmund,  and  John  Musser, 
letter  to  Phineas  Bond,  296. 

Minerals  in  Upper  Canada,  165. 

Mines  not  reserved  in  land  grants,  237, 
267. 

Minesink  (on  the  River  Delaware), 
233. 

Mingoe,  a,  310. 

Mingoes,  220,  221. 

Minister,  Church  of  England,  at  the 
Bay  of  Quints,  91  and  note  7. 

Minister,  Church  of  England,  at  Kings¬ 
ton,  91  and  note  6. 

Minister,  Church  of  England,  at  Niag¬ 
ara,  91  and  note  8. 

Ministers  , Church  of  England,  required 
in  Upper  Canada,  91. 

Mississagua  blank  deed,  261,  278.  (See 
also  Matchedash  blank  deed). 

Mississagua  land  purchase,  May,  1784, 
254. 

Mississaga  purchases,  104. 

Mississagas,  15,  116,  322,  342. 

Mississagas  at  Kingston,  322. 

Missassagas  of  Lake  Simcoe,  24. 

Mississagas  of  the  Thames,  24. 

Mississippi  River,  13,  53,  54,  58,  60, 
64,  140,  151,  195,  196,  247,  248; 
passage  of  the,  54. 

Mohawks,  116. 

Mohawk  language,  254. 

Mohawk  village,  Bay  of  Quints,  341. 

Mohawks  on  the  Bay  of  Quints,  322. 

Mohawk  River,  N.  Y.,  55,  60,  190,  192, 
229,  322. 

Money,  or  other  circulating  medium, 
required  in  U.  C.,  66. 

Monroe,  James,  U.  S.  ambassador,  81 
and  note,  101,  311,  316;  his  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  French  Convention, 
272,  273. 

Montigny,  Louvigny  de,  5. 

Montour,  Katharine,  128  note. 
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Montour,  Patrick,  12S  and  note. 

Montreal,  8,  14,  15,  41,  51,  58,  62,  63, 
64,  66,  67,  68,  72,  90,  91,  92,  93, 
94,  105,  109  and  note,  116,  119, 
137,  139,  143,  151,  160,  167,  178, 
180,  195,  209,  216,  221,  227,  249, 
254,  259,  260,  263,  283,  291,  293, 
298,  302,  305,  333,  337,  345;  the 
emporium  of  British  America,  57. 

Montreal  express,  330. 

Montreal,  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in,  to  his  friend  in  Albany 
N.  Y.,  333. 

Moravians,  (Pennsylvania),  299. 

Moraviantown,  Kent  county,  126. 

Morgan,  U.  S.  Rifle  General,  103. 

Morgan,  deserter,  120. 

Morris,  Mr.,  101. 

Mounsey,  Capt.,  155,  185. 

Mountain,  Rt.  Rev.  Jacob, D.D., Bishop 
of  Quebec,  Church  of  England,  91 
and  note  1 ;  letter  from  J.  G.  Sim- 
coe,  348. 

Mountain,  — ,  brother  of  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  Mountain,  93. 

Mounted  Artillery,  Corps  of,  86. 

Mulattoes,  free,  from  the  West  Indies, 
166. 

Mulholland,  Sergeant,  95. 

Munro  &  Bell,  205. 

Munro,  Hon.  John,  160,  164;  letter 
(also  to  Richard  Cartwright)  from 
J.  G.  Simcoe,  160. 

Museum  at  New  York,  345. 

Muskegon,  315  and  note  5. 

Muskingum,  Mouth  of  the,  252. 

Musser,  John,  299,  304. 

Musser,  John,  and  Edmund  Milne, 
letter  to  Phineas  Bond,  296. 


Macaulay,  John,  surgeon,  136,  245,  342. 
McClary,  A.,  Lieut.,  U.  S.  2nd  Sub 
Legion,  291. 

McCormack,  Alexander,  197,  331. 
McCormack's  plantation,  Miamis  River, 
19,  146. 

Macdonell,  Alex.,  sheriff,  Home  Dis¬ 
trict,  16  and  note. 

McDonnell,  A.,  ensign,  235. 
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McDonell,  Angus,  Clerk  of  the  U.  C. 
House  of  Assembly,  259,  283,  342; 
appointed  secretary  to  the  com¬ 
missioners  to  settle  accounts  with 
Lower  Canada,  160. 

Macdonell,  John,  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  160, 
164,  179,  235,  259. 

McDonnell,  Miles,  235,  259. 

Macdonell,  Rev.  Roderick,  308  and 
note  2. 

McDonnells  of  Glengarry,  72. 

McDougall,  George,  a  Detroit  mer¬ 
chant,  274,  275,  276,  315. 

McGervin,  James,  deserter  from  Way¬ 
ne’s  army,  87. 

McGill,  James,  112. 

McGill,  Capt.  John,  commissary  and 
purchasing  agent  for  Upper  Can¬ 
ada,  65,  66,  73,  138,  153,  203,  205, 
206,  207,  208,  209,  210,  211,  212, 
213,  214,  215,  216,  256,  257,  260, 
277;  observations  by,  136. 

McGregor,  John,  jr.,  281,  294,  295; 
letter  from  Antoine  Lasselle,  282. 

McGregor’s,  or  Indian,  Creek,  (Chat¬ 
ham),  127. 

McKay,  Mr.,  310,  312,  314. 

McKee,  Alexander,  4,  7,  12,  13,  14, 
19,  21,  23,  44,  47,  48,  71,  73,  74, 
75,  76,  77,  78,  95,  96,  97,  98,  104, 
105,  113,  119,  125,  132,  143,  145, 

147,  149,  156,  163,  164,  168,  180, 

182,  183,  204,  219,  220,  224,  225, 

226,  228,  230,  238,  244,  246,  253, 

254,  260,  261,  274,  275,  277,  278, 

280,  281,  282,  285,  286,  287,  288, 

289,  293,  295,  297,  298,  303,  310, 

313,  315  note  4,  318,  321,  322,  323, 
325,  326,  327,  329,  334,  336;  the 
Chanail  EcartS  land  Purchase  from 
the  Indians,  May,  1790,  254;  desir¬ 
able  that  he  should  be  on  the  U.  C. 
Executive  Council,  301;  dissatis¬ 
faction  of  Brant  with  McKee’s 
“interfering  with  Indian  Councils,’’ 
334;  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
new  constitution  of  U.  C.,  and 
preference  for  martial  law  in  the 
distant  possessions,  335;  letter  from 
Joseph  Brant,  258;  letter  from  Rev. 
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Edmund  Burke,  262;  letter  from 
Major  William  Campbell,  22;  let¬ 
ters  from  R.  G.  England,  197,  200, 
279;  letters  from  George  Ironside, 
220,  288,  290,  293,  294,  295,  296, 
308,  312;  letters  from  Thomas 
Smith,  128,  129,  131,  155;  letters 
from  Capt.  R.  Steele,  185,  199, 
(bis)  199;  letters  to  Joseph  Chew, 
169,  335;  letters  to  R.  G.  England, 
23,  183,  276,  285;  Lord  Dorchester’s 
proposal  to  appoint  him  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the 
absence  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  104; 
order  appointing  him  Deputy  Su¬ 
perintendent  General  and  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Indian  Affairs 
in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  313, 
314,  321;  his  presence  in  Upper 
Canada  required,  163;  proposal  by 
Gov.  Simcoe  that  McKee  should 
be  added  to  the  Executive  Council 
of  Upper  Canada,  63;  report  from 
Alexander  McKenzie,  315. 

McKee’s  house,  146,  149. 

McKee,  Thomas,  77,  78,  114. 

Mackenzie,  Sir  Alexander,  biograph¬ 
ical  note,  51;  68,  69,  196;  his 
discoveries,  333;  his  journey  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  51  and  note  2; 
letter  to  J.  G.  Simcoe,  51;  his 
“  Vo.yages  to  the  Frozen  and  Paci¬ 
fic  Oceans,”  (1801),  51  note  2. 

McKenzie,  Alexander,  of  the  Indian 
Department,  report  to  Alexander 
McKee,  315. 

McKenzie,  Capt.  John,  249,  250. 

McKillop,  — ,  112. 

McKillop,  Daniel,  Captain,  12. 

McKinnon,  Patrick,  deserter  from  Way¬ 
ne’s  army,  87. 

McLean,  Lieut.  Hector,  235,  259;  letter 
from  E.  B.  Littlehales,  204. 

McLean’s  (Hector)  Company,  Royal 
Can.  Volunteers,  243. 

McPherson,  — ,  293. 


Nagg,  George,  197.  (See  also  Knaggs.) 
Nagg’s  plantation,  Miamis  River,  146. 


Nancy,  schooner,  a  private  vessel,  18, 
69,  219. 

Nantiacke,  Maryland,  35. 

Nassau,  district  of,  173  note. 

Natural  gas  well  (2  miles  above  Niagara 
Falls),  195. 

Nautilus,  H.  M.  sloop  of  war,  38. 

Naval  armament  of  the  lakes,  142. 

Naval  armaments,  stores  for,  268. 

Naval  Arsenal  for  Lake  Erie,  59. 

Naval  arsenals,  271. 

Naval  arsenals  for  the  lakes,  59,  61. 

Naval  artificers,  59. 

Naval  battle  between  the  English  and 
French,  June  1,  1794,  89  and  note. 
(See  also  Howe’s  victory). 

Naval  power  on  the  lakes,  163. 

Naval  stations  on  the  lakes,  255. 

Naval  superiority  on  the  lakes,  271. 

Naval  and  military  stores  required,  151. 

Navigation  Act,  Quebec  Province,  271. 

Navigation  company  proposed  for  the 
St.  Lawrence,  67. 

Navigation  of  the  lakes,  68. 

Navigation,  uncertainty  of,  138. 

Navy  contract  for  masts  in  New 
Brunswick,  237. 

Navy  Hall,  Newark,  6,  12,  15,  19,  25, 
26,  29,  39,  40,  41,  43,  44,  45,  47, 
49,  51  and  note  1,  52,  70,  72,  79, 
85,  86,  97,  102,  105,  117,  132,  138, 
140,  141,  144,  145,  147,  149,  150, 
151,  152,  153,  154,  156,  160,  165, 
171,  174,  175,  182,  197,  243. 

Navy  yard  at  Detroit,  275. 

Negro  question  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  U.  S.,  82. 

Negro  slaves,  82. 

Negroes,  British  proclamations  pro¬ 
mising  them  freedom  on  their^oin- 
ing  the  British  army,  34. 

Negroes  carried  away  from  New  York 
and  other  places  in  the  U.  S.  by 
the  British,  after  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  33,  34,  37. 

Nelles,  Abraham,  136. 

Nelles,  Robert,  136. 

Nepean,  Evan,  352. 

Newark,  24,  30,  70  note  1,  136,  191, 
192,  236,  284,  339,  340,  343,  344; 
contains  upward  of  50  houses,  142; 
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Proceedings  at  a  meeting  held  at, 
March  30,  1795,  338. 

New  Brunswick,  139,  212,  352;  masts 
for  the  Navy  contracted  for  in,  237. 

New  Englanders,  350. 

New  England  states,  350;  independent 
form  of  worship  used  in  the,  351. 

New  Jersey,  342  note  2. 

New  Johnstown,  224  and  note  2,  236, 
263,  273,  276*,  277*,  282*,  283*, 
284*,  285*,  297*,  300*,  301*,  303*, 
308*,  309*.  (An  asterisk  is  used 
to  indicate  those  pages  where  only 
‘Johnstown’  occurs,  but  ‘New 
Johnstown’  seems  to  be  meant,  as 
Simcoe  resided  at  the  latter  place 
for  several  weeks  in  the  early  part 
of  1795). 

Newman,  Robert,  a  deserter  from  the 
U.  S.  army,  his  information  re¬ 
ferred  to,  by  John  Bevan,  14;  a 
published  letter  from,  113;  his 
estimate  of  Col.  McKee,  113,  114. 

New  Orleans,  53,  142,  163,  196. 

New  Oswegatchie,  291  and  note  1. 

Newport,  R.  I.,  38. 

Newspapers  of  the  U.  S.,  233. 

New  York,  (city),  17,  18,  29,  35,60,  61, 
121,  124,  189,  196,  229,  271,  293, 
300,  325,  330,  333,  345. 

New  York  currency,  192,  331. 

New  York  newspaper,  20. 

New  York,  (state),  17,  27,  60,  87,  165 
and  note,  189,  229,  345,  350; 
Governor  of,  18;  people  of,  240. 

New  Yorkers,  60. 

Niagara,  (see  also  Fort  Niagara),  14, 
28,  29,  42,  46  note  3,  49,  52,  59, 
70  and  note  1,  71,  73,  79,  84,  86, 
87,  90,  91,  93,  95,  100,  112,  113, 
114,  117,  118,  119,  120,  125,  129 
note  1,  140,  147,  148,  150,  152, 
154,  161,  162,  170,  176,  178,  179, 

180,  181,  182,  190,  191,  192,  193, 

203,  207,  209,  211,  212,  213,  217, 

219,  223,  225,  227,  229,  231,  235, 

236,  238,  244,  274,  278,  280,  282, 

285,  293,  299  note,  304,  307,  310, 

312,  313,  322,  325,  330,  331,  333, 

334,  337,  342,  343,  344,  345,  349; 

(as  proposed  by  Simcoe  on  the 


Canada  side)  should  include  New¬ 
ark  and  Queenston,  236;  charter 
of  incorporation  as  a  city  requested 
for,  237;  commanding  officer  at, 
331;  defalcation  of  Indian  stores 
at,  261,  278,  279. 

Niagara  district,  41,  55,  57;  the  most 
important  part  of  H.  M.  posses¬ 
sions  from  a  military  point  of  view, 
41,  57. 

Niagara  District,  N.  Y.,  229. 

Niagara  Falls,  195. 

Niagara  Historical  Society,  Publica¬ 
tions,  6  note  1. 

Niagara,  King’s  store  at,  140. 

Niagara  militia,  119. 

Niagara  portage,  342  note  1. 

Niagara  River,  60,  73,  165,  173  note, 
191,  192,  193,  236,  350.  (See  also 
Niagara  Straits). 

Niagara  River  (strait),  142,  (straits) 
195. 

Niagara,  the  seat  of  government  in 
Upper  Canada,  194. 

Niagara  settlement,  its  sufferings  from 
crop  failures  at  its  commencement, 
57. 

Niagara,  Simcoe’s  proposal  for  its  in¬ 
corporation  as  a  city,  235,  236. 

Niagara  straits,  (River),  236. 

Niagara,  trade  route  by,  60. 

Nooth,  Dr.  T.  Mervin,  letter  to  J.  G. 
Simcoe,  261. 

Nootka  Sound,  196. 

Norris,  Francis,  87. 

North  America,  the  King’s  service  in, 
273;  parts  of,  connected  with  Upper 
Canada,  52. 

North  Carolina,  56,  193,  249. 

Northern  Sea  (Arctic  Ocean),  68. 

North  (?)  River  portage  to  Lake  Huron 
(5  miles),  58. 

Northumberland,  (on  the  River  Susque¬ 
hanna),  233. 

North  Western  territory,  236. 

North  West  Fur  Company,  51  and 
note  2,  53,  60,  68,  69,  196. 

North  West  supplied  from  Detroit  an¬ 
nually  with  80,000  barrels  of  flour, 
55. 
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North  West  trade  carried  on  by  a  com¬ 
pany,  53. 

North  West  traders,  69;  anticipating 
injuries  from  the  prospective  ces- 
ion  of  the  posts,  58. 

Nova  Scotia,  92,  139,  165,  170,  212,  247 
note  1,  352. 


Oakum  wanted,  100. 

O’Beal,  Henry,  Seneca  chief,  (also  writ¬ 
ten  Captain  O’Bale,  O’Bail,  and 
O’Baile,  also  Cornplanter),  85,  102, 
123,  143,  148,  176,  217,  218,  339; 
message  to  Joseph  Brant,  154. 

O’Callaghan,  Dr.  E.  B.,  his  document¬ 
ary  volumes  on  N.  Y.  state  history, 
104  note. 

Officers  of  Canada,  288. 

Officers,  civil  and  military,  Upper  Can¬ 
ada,  322. 

Officers  commanding  at  the  posts,  277. 

Officers  of  Detroit  garrison,  167. 

Officers  to  be  named  for  commissions 
in  new  regiments,  72. 

Officers  to  whom  beating  orders  were 
given,  259. 

Ogden,  John  C.,  352;  letter  from  a 
gentleman  to  his  friend,  descrip¬ 
tive  of  Upper  Canada,  189;  title  of 
his  book  “Tour  through  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada,”  196. 

Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  285  note. 

Ohio  River,  10,  28,  53,  57,  60,  79,  128, 
146,  218. 

Oneidas,  341. 

Onondagas,  341. 

Onondaga  Castle,  254. 

Onondaga  chiefs,  217. 

Onondaga  Historical  Association,  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  165  note. 

Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  108,  165  note. 

Onondaga  salt  springs,  165. 

Ontario  Archives,  3rd  Report,  173  note. 

Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  state,  17. 

Ontario  Historical  Society,  “Papers  and 
Records,”  Vol.  VI,  6  note  1;  Vol. 
XXI,  173  note. 

Ontario  Land  Surveyors’  Association, 
Annual  Report,  24  note  5. 


Oraconenton,  (Indian  name  of  Isle 
Royale),  285  note. 

Ordnance,  164,  165;  Board  of,  344; 
Master  General  of,  344. 

Ordnance  opposite  Grenadier  Island, 
284. 

Ordnance  Return  from  Point  Ivrogne, 
242. 

Orleans,  France,  107  note. 

Osborne,  A.  C.,  6  note  1. 

Osgoode,  Chief  Justice  William,  112, 
119,  162,  178,  216,  250,  326;  as 
Executive  Councillor,  250. 

Osnabruck  (township),  291  and  note  2. 

Ostend,  89. 

Oswegatchie,  86,  190,  225,  229,  352. 

Oswegatchie  Indian  chiefs,  308,  318. 

Oswegatchie  Indians,  message  to  J.  G. 
Simcoe,  283 ;  not  receiving  presents, 
283,  284;  their  speech  to  J.  G. 
Simcoe,  282. 

Oswego,  (Fort  Ontario),  17,  28,  42,  43, 
45,  60,  118,  140,  180,  190,  193,  196, 
225,  229,  233,  345;  custom-house 
officer  at,  to  prevent  illicit  trade 
between  the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  190. 

Oswego  Falls,  N.  Y.,  56,  85. 

Oswego  (Fort  Ontario)  untenable,  231. 

Oswego  River,  56,  108. 

Ottawa  Indian,  an,  292. 

Ottawas,  (also  Tawas),  8,  13,  160,  252, 
253,  262,  281,  287,  292. 

Ottawa,  or  Grand,  River,  57,  58,  178; 
Rideau  communication  to  the,  282. 

Ottawa,  schooner  or  armed  snow,  18, 
73,  74,  76,  78,  97,  113,  127,  128, 
234,  244,  245,  307. 

Otter,  sloop,  69. 

Ouisconsing  River  (see  Wisconsin). 

Oxford  (now  Woodstock),  59. 


Pacific  fur  trade,  69. 

Pacific  Ocean,  68,  69,  196,  249. 

Pacific,  or  Western,  Ocean  reached  by 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  51,  52. 

Pall  Mall,  London,  Eng.,  108,  121,  159, 
198,  325,  332. 

Palmer’s  Point,  Lake  Erie,  73  and  note 
3. 
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Pamphleteers,  escape  of  Canada  from 
eulogiums  of,  194. 

Panther,  the,  Indian  envoy,  Miamis, 
312. 

Paper  currency,  issues  of,  illegal,  by  an 
act  of  Parliament  binding  on  Upper 
Canada,  65;  misuse  of,  in  the  Am¬ 
erican  colonies,  65;  necessity  for, 
obvious,  65. 

Paper  money  in  use,  in  Upper  Canada, 
245;  in  use  in  the  U.  S.  at  first,  33. 

Papineau,  Joseph,  112. 

Paris,  France,  81  note,  82,  101,  247 
note  1,  316. 

Park,  Capt.,  69. 

Parker,  Lieut.,  24th  Regt.,  75  and  note 

2. 

Parr,  J.,  Lieut.  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  171,  306. 

Parrish,  Jasper,  U.  S.  interpreter,  154. 

Pasquean  River,  333. 

Pathmasters,  194. 

Paymaster  General,  153  note. 

Paymaster  General’s  office,  an  agent 
from,  required  for  the  payment  of 
the  embodied  militia,  43. 

Peace  River,  51,  68,  333. 

Peace  River  Indians,  333. 

Pell,  Mr.,  76,  79  and  note  1. 

Peltier,  Jacques,  47,  48. 

Penetanguishene,  6  note  1. 

Penetanguishene  Harbour,  176,  178, 
179,  224,  226;  Aitken’s  plan  of, 
178,  224,  227;  Gloucester  (the 
name  proposed)  236;  Indian  land 
purchase  proposed,  176,  179,  326; 
proposal  by  Simcoe  to  establish  a 
post  at,  226,  227. 

Penfold,  Mr.,  73,  74,  97. 

Pennsylvania,  103  and  note,  189, 
2is,  266,  268,  269,  299,  300;  the 
Governor  of,  268;  legislature  of, 
268;  state  government  proclam¬ 
ation  against  the  whiskey  rebellion 
at  Pittsburg  in  1794,  44;  western 
counties  of,  251. 

Pennsylvanians,  232. 

Pensions  promised  by  Simcoe,  239. 

Pepin,  Francois,  trader,  272,  286,  315. 

Pesekwapiessica,  Indian  envoy,  Miamis, 
312. 


Peters,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  letter  from 
William  Jarvis,  (extract)  29. 

Petite  Nation  River,  57. 

Philadelphia,  8,  11,  16,  27,  37,  50,  54, 
71,  87,  115,  116,  129,  170,  190, 
199,  201,  202,  264,  294,  296,  299, 
304,  332,  333,  340. 

Philadelphia,  ship,  121. 

Pickering,  Col.  Timothy,  U.  S.  com¬ 
missioner  to  the  Six  Nations  In¬ 
dians,  103,  148,  154,  155,  161,  171, 
172,  175,  218,  238,  239,  258,  259, 
263,  293,  326,  339,  344;  his  con¬ 
duct,  314;  his  estimate  of  “the  just 
and  humane  sentiments  of  the 
United  States  towards  all  the  In¬ 
dian  Nations,”  340;  his  illiberal 
speech,  334;  his  intemperate  re¬ 
mark  respecting  the  treatment  of 
the  U.  S.  commissioners  in  Canada, 
172,  175;  his  relations  with  Joseph 
Brant,  334;  his  speech  to  the  Six 
Nations,  334;  his  violent  language, 
251;  letter  from  Joseph  Brant,  168; 
letters  to  Joseph  Brant,  135,  334; 
letter  to  the  Six  Nations,  339,  344. 

Picquet’s  village,  13.  (See  also  Village 
de  Packets). 

Pilgrim,  British  brigantine,  captured  by 
a  French  privateer  in  U.  S.  waters, 
35. 

Pilkington,  Lieut.  Robert,  Royal  Engin¬ 
eers,  biographical  note,  102;  26, 
75  and  note  2,  78,  85,  95,  98, 
102  and  note  1,  105,  120,  125, 
127,  129,  132,  149,  152,  164,  167, 
263,  275,  325,  327;  engineer  at 
Miamis,  97;  letter  from  J.  G. 
Simcoe,  44;  letter  to  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
23. 

Pinckney,  Mr.,  317. 

Pitch,  or  tar,  wanted,  100. 

Pitt,  William,  39;  letter  from  J.  G.  Sim¬ 
coe,  (private)  153;  U.  S.  merchants 
interviewed,  89. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  39,  44,  (Fort  Pitt)  45, 
71,  103,  176,  233,  251,  266,  295; 
disturbances  at,  (whiskey  rebellion, 
q.  v.),  79;  insurgents  at,  discount¬ 
enanced,  237. 

Point  Abino,  73  and  note  2,  78. 
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Point  au  Chene,  19,  21. 

Point  au  Pele,  98. 

Point  Pelee  Island,  78. 

Point  aux  Pins,  59,  107. 

Point  du  Baudet,  260. 

Point  Frederick,  Kingston,  41,  42. 

Point  Ivrogne,  St.  Lawrence  River,  43, 
86,242  and  note,  343;  guns  at, 43. 

Pokaton,  24. 

Pollard,  Richard,  46  and  note  3. 

Polly,  private  vessel,  69. 

Pontiac,  an  Ottawa,  292. 

Population  of  Upper  Canada,  52,  56. 

Pork  collected  at  Kingston,  221. 

Porter,  Capt.  Richard,  245;  letter  from 
E.  B.  Littlehales,  86. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  79,  101, 
104,  149,  150,  162,  163,  166,  182, 

217,  225,  229,  253,  260,  261,  270, 

273,  277,  285,  298,  324,  338,  353; 

assumes  the  seals  of  the  Home 
Department,  141;  letters  from  Lord 
Dorchester,  251,  306,  346;  letters 
from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  (No.  1)  141, 
(No.  2)  141,  (No.  3)  144,  (No.  4) 
145,  (No.  5)  147,  (No.  6)  156, 
(No.  7)  161,  (No.  8)  176,  (No.  9) 
178,  (No.  10)  178,  (No.  11)  181, 

(No.  12)  230,  (No.  13)  235,  (No. 

14)  238,  (No.  15)  240,  (No.  16) 
264,  (No.  17)  271,  (No.  18)  300, 
(No.  19)  301,  (No.  20)  303,  309, 
(No.  21)  328;  letter  to  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester,  343;  letters  to  J.  G.  Sim¬ 
coe,  39,  170, (secret)  174,  185,  255. 

Portugal,  36. 

Post  by  couriers,  102. 

Posts  in  the  Indian  country,  39,  239, 
304;  retaliation  for  their  retention 
by  Great  Britain  proposed  in  the 
U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  37; 
(Barrier  Forts),  termination  of  the 
dispute  anticipated,  230,  233;  their 
cession  to  the  U.  S.  approaching, 
305,  322,  329,  353;  cession  of  them 
set  for  June,  1796,  330,  333;  evacu¬ 
ation  of  them  anticipated,  142, 159, 
167,  179,  184,  185,  186,  189,  234, 
238,  246,  249,  256;  evacuation  of 
them  set  for  June,  1796,  305,  313. 


Posts  in  Upper  Canada,  256,  257,  258; 
supplies  for,  206,  309. 

Posts,  the  building  of,  for  communica¬ 
tion,  266. 

Posts,  with  heavy  batteries,  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
in  the  opinion  of  Simcoe,  42. 

Posts  of  the  U.  S.  supplied  with  goods 
by  Detroit  traders,  329. 

Potash  trade  on  the  decline,  222. 

Potawatomies,  79,  252,  253,  262,  280, 
281,  287,  336. 

Potawatomies  of  St.  Joseph,  315;  at¬ 
tached  to  the  British,  316. 

Potawatomies  at  Sandusky,  287. 

Pousquan6,  envoy,  Fort  Miamis,  297. 

Powell,  William  Dummer,  judge,  178, 
250. 

Powell  Place,  near  Quebec,  91. 

Practitioners  in  the  Law,  authority  to 
license,  2. 

Pratt,  Capt.  Robert,  18,  78,  131,  168; 
his  detachment  of  the  5th  for 
Miamis,  5,  6,  7,  18,  113,  120,  125, 
127;  letter  from,  (unaddressed),  130. 

Presbyterian  chapels,  one  or  two,  91 
and  note  3. 

Presbyterian  clergyman,  (Rev.  John 
Bethune),  91  and  note  4. 

Presbyterians,  249,  250. 

Prescott,  224  note  1. 

Prescott,  Gen.,  successor  to  Lord  Dor¬ 
chester  in  1796,  247. 

Presqu’  Isle,  (Lake  Erie),  45,  78,  103, 
176,  179,  232,  251,  339. 

Presq’isle  (Lake  Ontario),  42,  203,  227. 

Price,  Major,  U.  S.  army  with  Wayne, 
180. 

Printer,  request  for  a,  bv  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
298. 

Printing  press  belonging  to  the  Gov’t 
of  Upper  Canada,  165. 

Prior,  Capt.,  U.  S.  army,  50;  wounded, 

88. 

Prisoners,  two,  293. 

Prisoners  adopted  by  the  Indian 
Nations,  321. 

Prisoners  captured  by  the  Western 
Indians  from  the  U.  S.  army,  18, 
78,  80,  166. 
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Private  Vessels,  Upper  Canada,  Return 
of,  69. 

Private  vessels  on  the  lakes,  prevention 
of  their  sale  to  U.  S.  people,  271. 

Privateer  vessels,  198. 

Privy  Council,  British,  52,  226,  248. 

Protestant  clergy,  343. 

Provincial  corps  to  be  raised,  117,  204. 

Provincial  marine,  Upper  Canada,  142, 
143,  234,  267. 

Provisions  for  the  Indians  advertised 
for,  156. 

Provisions,  scantiness  of,  in  the  King’s 
stores  at  Detroit,  157. 

Puisne  Judges,  111,  178,  194. 

Pulteney,  Hornby  &  Co.,  their  Gene¬ 
see  land  purchases  injurious  to 
British  interests,  56. 

Puritans  in  Upper  Canada,  351. 


Quarter  Master  General,  212. 

Quarter  sessions,  Court  of,  342;  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  2. 

Quebec  (city),  22,  24  note  5,  48,  50,  71, 
83,  84,  90  and  note  2,  93,  94,  97, 
101,  104,  105,  107  note,  115,  119, 

138,  142,  144,  163,  170,  176,  184, 

206,  212,  214,  216,  225,  241,  243, 

246,  247  and  note  1,  249,  251,  253, 
256,  257,  260,  261,  262,  274,  278, 

302,  305,  306,  320,  330,  338,  340, 

343,  344,  346,  348;  its  port  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  fur  trade  of 
Canada,  53. 

Quebec,  Bishop  of,  (Mountain),  Church 
of  England,  91  and  note  1,  94,  267, 
343;  letter  to  Henry  Dundas,  91. 

Quebec,  Bishop  of,  Church  of  Rome, 
90  note  2,  94. 

Quebec,  Diocese  of,  Church  of  Rome, 
246. 

Quebec  Gazette,  news  item  from  the, 
April  2,  1795,  341. 

Quebec  (province),  1774-90,  Its  civil 
administration  vested  in  a  governor 
and  Legislative  Council,  193;  its 
division  into  two  governments  in 
1791,  111  and  note. 

Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  333. 

Queen  Charlotte  Island  Indians,  333. 


Queen  Elizabeth’s  men-of-war,  341. 

Queen’s  Rangers,  (See  also  Regiment- 
Queen’s  Rangers),  47  note,  49, 
59,  60,  70,  76,  95,  112,  115  note, 
119,  132,  143,  149,  151,  168,  197, 
203  note  4,  255,  263,  300,  325; 
attempted  desertions  from  the,  85; 
detachment  of,  at  Miamis,  and 
Detroit,  5,  6,  13,  18,  25,  74,  85,  97. 

Queenston,  191,  192,  195,  236,  291  note 
1;  Battle  of,  70  note  1. 

Quints,  Bay  of,  15,  42,  57,  69,  91,  92, 
153,  173  note,  176,  190,  191,  227, 
322. 

Quit  rents  in  America,  266. 


Ramsay,  David,  90  and  note  1. 

Randall  &  Whitney,  346  and  note. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  U.  S.  Secretary  of 
State,  Jan.,  1794  to  Aug.,  1795,  16, 
79,  81,  101,  121,  132,  150,  158,  187, 
189,  256,  264,272,273,276,301,304, 
311  ^dissatisfaction  given  in  Britain 
by  his  conduct  and  correspondence, 
189;  his  improper  letter  to  Mr. 
Hammond,  172,  175,  177;  his  insin¬ 
uations,  329;  letters  from  George 
Hammond,  29,  202,  203;  letters 
from  John  Jay,  82,  158;  letters  to 
George  Hammond,  27,  201,  (bis) 
201;  letter  to  John  Jay,  17. 

Rangers,  Butler’s,  6  note  2. 

Rapid  River,  Lake  Huron,  59. 

Rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence  in  Upper 
Canada,  58. 

Rapids  of  Sandusky,  253. 

Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Canan¬ 
daigua,  N.  Y.,  344. 

Ravenel,  W.  de  C.,  letter  to  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  A.  Cruikshank,  respecting  Sim- 
coe’s  wampum  belt  to  the  Indians, 
126. 

Receiver  General,  184,  346. 

Recruits,  301;  no  deserters  from  the 
States  to  be  taken  as,  5. 

Rectories,  343. 

Red-faced  Fellow,  discontented  Maku- 
jai  chief,  289. 

Red  Jacket,  Seneca  chief,  338. 
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Regiment,  5th,  5,  6  note  1,  7,  18,  25, 
40,  45,  70  note  2,  78,  87,  89,  106, 
112,  116,  117  note,  119,  125,  174, 
240,  354;  detachment  at  Detroit, 
85;  detachment  of,  sent  to  Miamis 
168,  232;  Lieut.  Brooking’s  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  5th,  132,  149; 
Capt.  Pratt’s  detachment  of  the 
5th,  131,  132,  149. 

24th,  12,  13,  18,  21,  22,  23,  78,  79,  87, 
88,  95,  98,  102,  106,  113,  119,  127, 
157,  168,  244,  246. 

34th,  259. 

60th,  301. 

84th,  204,  235,  259. 

8th,  Butler’s  Rangers,  6  note  2. 

1st,  Hastings,  Militia,  45  note. 

1st,  Lincoln,  Militia,  6  note  2. 

2nd,  Lincoln,  Militia,  6  note  2. 

4th  Lincoln,  Militia,  70  note  1. 

3rd,  York,  Militia,  24  note  5. 

Queen’s  Rangers,  40,  45,  59,  60. 
(See  also  Queen’s  Rangers). 

Royal  Regiment  of  New  York,  (Sir 
John  Johnson’s  Corps),  243,  259, 
284. 

U.  S.  Regiment,  Hazen’s,  129  note  2. 

Register  (registrar)  for  Essex  county,  46. 

Reinforcement  of  troops,  ordered  from 
Detroit,  for  the  Miamis,  75. 

Republican  society  of  Charleston,  S.  C  , 
a,  35. 

Revolution,  (American),  98  note,  123, 
193, 194,  234,  323;  continental  army 
of  the,  165  note. 

Reynolds,  Thomas,  deputy  commissary, 
(commissary  at  Detroit),  46  and 
note  1,  132,  181,  207,  210,  213. 

Rheaume,  Capt.  Charles,  26,  292  and 
note;  his  company  of  militia,  131. 

Rhode  Island,  insult  to  the  British  flag 
by  the  Governor  and  Council  of,  38. 

Rice  Lake,  192  and  note  1. 

Richardson,  John,  69,  112. 

Richerville,  Jean  Baptiste,  290,  294, 
295. 

Richmond,  the  Duke  of,  143,  151. 

Rideau  River,  57;  Forks  of  the,  282. 

River  &  La  Voile,  286. 

River  aux  Sables,  59  and  note. 

River  Alleghany,  269. 


River  Chanail  Ecart6,  143. 

River  Ecorces,  Mich.,  77. 

River  Huron,  307. 

River  La  Tranche,  (Thames),  24,  192. 

River  Maumee  of  the  Lakes,  50. 

River  Ohio,  269,  290. 

River  Ottawa,  173  note,  228,  237. 

River  Ouse,  or  Grand  River,  59. 

River  Raisin  (Riviere  aux  Raisins), 
Mich.,  46,  77,  90,  115,  131,  152, 
183,  184,  197,  200,  231,  246,  274, 
285,  290,  292,  294,  295,  336,  353; 
battle  of  the,  280  note;  regarded  as 
the  boundary,  230;  two  companies 
of  militia  embodied  at,  77. 

River  Rouge,  Mich.,  77. 

River  St.  Clair,  59. 

River  St.  Joseph,  55. 

River  St.  Lawrence,  14,  41,  42  note,  43, 
57,  58,  60,  67,  69,  173  note,  190, 
194,  195,  225,  228,  229,  236,  237, 
242  note,  247,  249,  284  and  note  3, 
285  note,  291  note  1,  301,  350,  352; 
entrance  of  the,  (same  as  outlet  from 
Lake  Ontario),  41;  head  of,  the 
most  eligible  position  for  a  military 
depot,  41;  mouth  (i.e.,  its  outlet 
from  Lake  Ontario)  of  the  proper 
position  for  defensive  posts  not 
attainable  at  the,  42;  navigation  of 
the,  66,  67,  119,  159;  late  navi¬ 
gation  of  the,  in  spring,  42;  the 
most  practicable  communication 
for  Upper  Canada  with  the  ocean, 
57,  60;  sketch  for  the  defence  of  the, 
42;  upper  part,  defence  of  the,  181. 

River  Scioto,  128,  182,  312. 

River  Thames,  24,  46,  57,  59,  85,  98, 
116,  117,  119,  142,  143„  168,  175, 
192,  274  note,  323,  324,  326,  328, 
331 ;  natural  meadows  at  the  mouth 
of  the,  345. 

Roads  and  Public  Highways  Act,  Up¬ 
per  Canada,  suspension  of  some 
provisions  of,  2. 

Roads  for  communication,  61. 

Robertson,  William,  Executive  Council¬ 
lor,  250. 

Robinson,  Capt.,  309. 

Robinson,  one  time  Governor  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  247  and  note  2. 


INDEX 


391 


Robison,  Lieut.,  95. 

Roche  de  Bout,  7,  19,  23,  80,  179,  180, 
297. 

Roe,  Walter,  46  and  note  4. 

Roehampton,  British  ship,  captured  by 
a  French  privateer,  35. 

Rose,  George,  Secretary  of  H.  M. 
Treasury,  biographical  note,  153; 
153,  162,  205,  206,  208,  216,  277, 
309,  330;  letters  from  J.  G.  Simcoe, 
138,  (No.  13)  152. 

Rosencrantz,  U.  S.  interpreter,  103. 

Royal  Artillery,  21,  49,  86,  95,  102 
note  1,  116,  119,  127,  128,  286, 
342  note  2. 

Royal  Canadian  Corps,  47,  219,  235, 
243,  278,  283,  300,  301. 

Royal  Engineers,  98,  102  note  1 ;  officer 
commanding,  48. 

Royal  Gazette,  329. 

Royal  Hotel,  Pall  Mall,  London,  Eng., 
108,  121,  159,  198,  325,  332. 

Royal  Navy,  153  note. 

Rum  allowance  issued  to  the  garrison 
at  Fort  Miamis,  275. 

Rum  from  Detroit  for  the  Indians  at 
Swan  Creek,  129. 

Rum  introduced  among  the  Indians  at 
Swan  Creek,  129. 

Rum  not  to  be  introduced  when  Indian 
Councils  are  held,  254,  255. 

Rum  obtained  indirectly  by  the  Indians 
from  Fort  Miamis,  221. 

Rum  trade,  extension  of,  to  the  U.  S., 
267. 

Rum  trade  proposed,  295. 

Russell  county,  178  note. 

Russell,  Miss,  313. 

Russell,  Hon.  Peter,  Receiver  General 
and  Executive  Councillor,  178, 
250;  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury, 
312;  letter  from  E.  B.  Littlehales, 
331 ;  letter  to  E.  B.  Littlehales,  312; 
letter  to  J.  G.  Simcoe,  342. 

Russians  on  the  Pacific  coast,  69. 


Sabbath  desecration,  350. 

Sa-ce-miah  (Francois  La  Fontaine), 
286  note. 

Sac  Indians  (Sacs),  252,  253,  281. 
Saguina  (Saginaw),  287. 


Saguina,  sloop,  18,  69,  128. 

Sale  of  strip  of  Grand  River  Indian 
lands,  337,  342,  345. 

Sally  Hand,  the,  274  note. 

Salmon  in  Lake  Ontario,  56. 

Saltfleet  (township),  102  note  2. 

Salt  Springs,  near  the  head  of  Lake 
Ontario,  165. 

Salt  Springs  and  salt  works  at  Onon¬ 
daga,  N.  Y.,  108. 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  U.  S.,  6  note  2,  55,  128, 
129,  162,  175,  182,  183,  219,  220, 
221,  244,  246,  274,  275,  276,  288, 
289,  292,  294,  315,  328;  sachems 
and  war  chiefs  at,  252,  274,  275. 

Sandusky  ambassadors,  (Wyandots) 

220,  221. 

Sandusky  Indians,  71,  288;  at  peace 
with  the  U.  S.,  275;  desiring  peace, 
289;  letter  from  Anthony  Wayne, 
252,  274. 

Sandusky  Rapids,  253. 

Sandwich,  90  note  2. 

Sansbury,  — ,  70  and  note  2. 

Sans  CraintS,  Jean  Baptiste,  biograph¬ 
ical  note,  280;  272,  286,  287,  315; 
letter  to  Mr.  Godefroi,  281;  letter 
to  Baron  Labadie,  280. 

Sans  Culotte,  292. 

Sargent,  Winthrop,  Col.,  332  and  note. 

Sauteux,  (Chippewas),  287.  ... 

Sawengazes,  or  Snow  Shoes,  principal 
chief  of  the  Caughnawagas,  283. 

Ste.  Anne,  Detroit,  246. 

St.  Bernard,  Paul,  his  information,  272, 
274,  280,  285. 

St.  Christopher,  B.  W.  I.,  37. 

St.  Clair,  Gen.,  Arthur,  Governor  of  the 
U.  S.  Northwest  Territory,  (Ohio,) 
(more  frequently  written  Sin¬ 
clair  q.  v.),  10,  123,  124. 

St.  Clair’s  defeat,  9,  12. 

St.  George’s  church,  Kingston,  91. 

St.  James’s  Square,  London,  Eng.,  115. 

St.  Jean,  Lower  Canada,  24  note  5. 

St.  Johns,  Que.,  249. 

St.  Joseph,  Miamis  River,  87,  272,  274, 
286,  287,  316. 

St.  Joseph’s  River,  Miamis  country,  13. 

St.  Joseph  Indians,  a  deputation  of, 
336. 
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St.  Joseph  Island,  46  note  3,  227. 

St.  Lawrence,  Isle  of  Orleans,  246. 

St.  Lawrence  Indians,  (St.  Regis,  Oswe- 
gatchie  and  Caughnawraga),  318. 

St.  Lawrence  Rapids,  58. 

St.  Louis  “Falls,”  St.  Lawrence  River, 
284. 

St.  Mary’s,  Miamis  River,  87. 

St.  Mary  River,  Ohio,  113. 

St.  Mary  Straits,  227. 

St.  Peter’s,  Isle  of  Orleans,  246. 

St.  Regis,  308. 

St.  Regis  Indians,  283;  speeches  of  the, 
345. 

St.  Regis  Indian  chiefs,  308,  318. 

St.  Regis  Indian  Church,  283. 

Scarboro  Heights,  203  and  note  1. 

Scarboro  Township,  203  notes  1  and  2 

Schalch,  Capt.,  127. 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  190. 

Schieffelin,  Jacob,  26,  47  and  note. 

Schoedde,  C.  T.  A.,  Capt.  60th,  com¬ 
manding  Fort  Ontario,  (Oswego), 
85;  his  Annual  Report,  27;  letter 
to  E.  B.  Littlehales,  89. 

School-Master,  one  required,  348. 

Scotch  deserters,  200. 

Scotland,  51  note  2,  70  note  1, 103  note, 
236,  308  note  2. 

Scots  Highlanders,  308  note  2. 

Scott,  Gen.,  U.  S.  army,  20,  199. 

Seamen,  obtainable  from  the  upper 
lakes  for  Lake  Ontario,  42;  not 
obtainable,  50;  wanting  (15),  to 
complete  the  Detroit  establish¬ 
ment,  100. 

Sea  otters,  333. 

Sea  Ports,  U.  S.  military  works  being 
erected  about  the,  129. 

Seburn,  Capt.,  24th  Regt.,  75  and 
note  1,  76. 

Selby,  Lieut.  Prideaux,  14,  73,  77  78 
97,  169,  185,  199,  293. 

Selkirk,  Earl  of,  51  note  2. 

Seminary,  Quebec,  247  note  1. 

Senecas,  341. 

Senecas  of  the  Alleghany,  143. 

Senecas  of  Ohio,  254. 

Senecas  (Senekas),  a  party  of,  339. 

Seneca  chief,  Chescaga,  217,  218. 

Seneca  Chiefs,  148,  344. 


Seneca  chiefs  from  Buffalo  Creek,  338. 

Senecas,  Queen  of  the,  128  note. 

Seven  Indian  Nations  of  Canada,  230 
231. 

Seven  Nations  (Caughnawagas),  330. 

Severance,  F.  H.,  218  note. 

Severn  River,  58. 

Seward,  Captain,  Royal  Artillerv,  49, 
73,  74,  76,  85,  97,  98,  151,  164. 

Shank,  Capt.  David,  Queen’s  Rangers, 
203;  (after  promotion  as  Major) 
263,  300;  letter  to  E.  B.  Littlehales, 
70. 

Sharp,  George,  Detroit  merchant,  308 
and  note  1. 

Shawnee,  a,  312. 

Shawnees,  (also  written  Shawanees, 
Shawanese  and  Shawanoes),  13,  29, 
79,  80,  126,  128.  182,  183,  220,  228, 
254,  290,  291,  295,  308,  310,  327, 
336,  337 ;  absent  from  negotiations 
with  Wayne,  281. 

Shawnee  chiefs,  288,  295. 

Shawnees  having  no  lands  of  their  own 
327. 


Shawnees,  two,  296. 

Shawnee  woman  prisoner,  96. 

Sheaffe,  Lieut.  R.  H.,  5th  Regt.,  16,  17, 
20,  27,  28,  85,  133,  202. 

Sheehan,  W  alter  Butler,  Indian  inter¬ 
preter,  318,  320;  as  storekeeper  at 
Niagara,  superseded  by  Mr.  Chew, 
jun  r,  by  order  of  Lord  Dorchester, 
278. 


Sheriffs,  250. 

Sherwood,  Justus,  291. 

Ship  carpenters,  275. 

Shipping  on  the  lakes,  government 
purchase  of,  forecast,  271. 

Shipping  returns,  56. 

Short,  D.,  letter  from  E.  B.  Littlehales, 


Sickness  of  the  24th  Reg’t,  at  Detroit, 

1  07  1 


Sickness  amongst  the  troops  at  Fort 
Miamis,  157,  168,  245. 

Sickness  of  Miamis  fever  at  Detroit, 


Sickness  in  new  settlements,  261. 

Silver  mines  reserved  in  crown  grants 
237,  267.  ’ 
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Silver  to  he  obtained  by  the  Pacific  fur 
trade,  69. 

Simcoe  County  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Society,  Pioneer  Papers,  6  note  1. 

Simcoe,  Lieutenant  Governor  John 
Graves,  6,  14,  16,  17,  18,  27,  29, 
30,  49,  50,  51  note  1,  70,  73,  74, 
75,  76,  77,  78,  84,  86,  87,  89,  90,  92, 
94,  97,  98  and  note,  100  102,  103, 
105,  107,  108,  109,  111,112,114,115, 
116,  117  and  note,  118,  119,  121, 
126,  140,  156,  157,  160,  165  note, 
169,  170,  172,  174,  175,  182,  183, 
188,  189,  191,  192,  197,  201,  202, 
203, 204,  213,218, 219, 224, 243, 245, 
246,  250,  251,  252,  253,  255,  256, 
257,  258,  259,  263,  270,  280,  283, 
288,  292,  296,  309  note,  312,  313, 
315,  331,  334,  337,  341,  345,  346; 
his  diary  of  his  journey  to  the 
Miamis  River,  September,  1794, 
97 — 100;  diary  of  his  journey  from 
Niagara  to  Kingston,  Nov. -Dec., 
1794  (probably  Capt.Wm.Mayne’s), 
203;  grand  salute  given  to  him 
by  the  Indians  at  Swan  Creek, 
74,  98;  his  illness,  341,  353;  he 
proposes  to  pass  the  winter  of 
1794-5  in  the  lower  districts  of 
the  province,  175,  176,  180;  wam¬ 
pum  belt  presented  to  the  Western 
Indians,  125,  126. 

Simcoe,  J.  G.,  advertisement  in  the 
Washington  Gazette  that  Simcoe 
paid  a  guinea  for  every  U.  S.  sol¬ 
dier’s  scalp,  160;  his  commendation 
of  the  militia,  97;  his  description 
of  the  action  at  the  Fallen  Timber, 
Aug.  20,  1794,  99,  100;  expression 
of  his  sense  of  the  degradation  by 
Dorchester’s  ordering  of  supplies 
for  the  troops  in  opposition  to 
Secretary  Rose’s  directions  to  him¬ 
self  (Simcoe)  to  appoint  a  pur¬ 
chasing  agent,  276,  277 ;  general 
orders  respecting  Fort  Miamis,  120; 
hopeful  that  peace  between  the 
Indians  and  the  United  States  may 
be  brought  about  under  British 
auspices,  164;  his  impartial  atti¬ 
tude  in  the  dispute  between  the 


U.  S.  and  the  Indian  nations,  135; 
instructions  given  at  Brownstown 
(Huron  village)  by  him,  for  Capt. 
Stiell,  commanding  at  the  Miamis, 
125;  irritating  operations  attrib¬ 
uted  to,  by  Secretary  Randolph,  28; 
his  Memorandum  respecting  the 
Marriage  Act,  (Mennonists,  Tunk- 
ers  and  others  seek  authority  for 
their  ministers  to  solemnize  mar¬ 
riage,)  4;  memorandum  on  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Oswego,  108; 
message  from  the  Oswegatchie  In¬ 
dians,  283;  occupation  of  Presque 
Isle  by  the  U.  S.  regarded  by  him 
as  a  false  step,  in  case  of  war,  232; 
orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
at  Chippawa  and  Fort  Erie  to  em¬ 
bark  a  detachment  for  the  Miamis 
region,  7;  the  petition  of  James 
Gray  and  other  Presbyterians  to, 
249;  his  reply  to  the  Indians  at 
Wyandot  (Huron)  village,  Browns¬ 
town,  October  13,  1794,  121;  his 
reply  to  the  Indians  not  published, 
149;  his  speech  to  the  Indians 
transmitted,  150;  his  speech  to  the 
Indian  Council  at  Brownstown, 
256,  328;  his  speech  to  the  Indian 
Council  at  Brownstown  not  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  Indians,  328;  he 
sends  rewards  (100  guineas)  to 
those  who  gave  meritorious  aid  at 
Miamis,  40;  sends  a  speech  to 
the  Matchedash  Indians,  224;  he 
suggests  posts,  with  heavy  batter¬ 
ies,  for  the  defence  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  42;  his  system  for 
the  management  of  Indian  Affairs 
319-324,  328. 

Simcoe,  J.  G.,  advocates  the  erection 
of  magazines  to  prevent  the  com¬ 
binations  of  merchants  in  the  pur¬ 
chases  of  army  supplies,  138;  his 
denunciation  of  the  maxim:  “Trade 
should  be  left  to  itself,”  65;  his 
preparation  to  build  a  fort  on  their 
territory  (?)  termed  an  unjustifi¬ 
able  aggression  by  U.  S.  ministers, 
38;  his  land  Proclamation,  Feb.  7, 
1792,  267,  313;  his  proclamation 
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prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  to  the  Indians,  175,  274; 
his  proclamation  against  selling 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians  at 
the  River  aux  Raisins,  197;  his 
proposal  to  establish  a  post  at 
Penetanguishene,  226;  his  pro¬ 
posal  for  the  incorporation  of 
Kingston  and  Niagara  as  cities,  235, 
236;  his  proposal  for  the  cultivation 
of  hemp,  226;  raising  four  com¬ 
panies  in  Upper  Canada  for  the 
Royal  Canadian  Battalion,  47;  re¬ 
commends  silver  currency  for  Upper 
Canada,  139;  his  Report  to  the  Lords 
commissioners  for  Trade  and  For¬ 
eign  Plantations,  52;  his  report  on 
the  defence  of  the  two  Canadas,  39; 
his  request  for  a  printer  not  com¬ 
plied  with,  298;  his  request  for  a 
set  of  British  newspapers  with 
every  packet  ship,  298. 

Simcoe,  J.  G.,  his  estimate  of  Joseph 
Brant,  239;  his  estimate  of  Col. 
John  Butler,  279;  his  estimate  of 
Hon.  Richard  Cartwright,  240,  241; 
his  estimate  of  Col.  Pickering,  239; 
his  idea  of  condensing  a  numerous 
agricultural  people  between  the 
three  lakes,  Huron,  Erie,  and  Ont¬ 
ario,  142;  his  intention  to  submit  a 
sketch  for  the  defence  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence,  42;  his  observations 
on  the  Acts  of  the  third  session  of 
the  U.  C.  Legislature,  1 ;  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  protection  of  the  com¬ 
munication  between  Lake  Ontario 
and  Montreal,  41;  his  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  Report  of  the  Lords, 
of  Trade  of  March  7,  1768,  res¬ 
pecting  Indian  affairs,  61-65;  his 
observations  to  Lord  Dorchester 
on  the  defence  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
40;  his  opinion  on  the  necessity  for 
a  circulating  medium  for  Upper 
Canada,  66;  his  opinion  that  York 
and  Long  Point  should  be  fortified 
as  military  arsenals,  151;  his  opin¬ 
ion  that  York,  or  Toronto,  ought 
to  be  the  refitting  post  and  winter 
depot  of  all  naval  and  military 


stores,  41;  his  prediction  that  in 
Canada  Great  Britain  will  possess 
the  best  connected  Empire  in  the 
world,  249;  his  proposal  for  an 
extradition  treaty  with  the  U.  S., 
236;  his  view  that  the  labours  for 
the  conversion  of  the  Indians  are 
visionary,  351;  his  view  that  Col. 
McKee,  should  be  added  to  the 
Executive  Council  of  Upper  Can¬ 
ada,  321 ;  his  view  that  U.  S.  averse¬ 
ness  to  fair  treaty  settlement  with 
the  Indians  should  be  countered  by 
preservation  of  Indian  good-will 
toward  the  British,  304;  his  view 
that  the  aristocracy  could  be  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  incorporation  of 
Kingston  and  Niagara  as  cities, 
235;  he  also  proposes  maritime 
jurisdiction  for  the  incorporated 
cities,  236;  his  view  of  the  eligibility 
of  Kingston  for  the  depot  of  stores, 
etc.,  41;  his  view  that  Upper  Can¬ 
ada  could  not  be  defended  by  re¬ 
maining  within  it,  232;  his  view 
that  war  with  the  United  States 
was  inevitable,  43;  his  wish  that  the 
tract  between  York  and  Burlington 
Bay  should  remain  unpurchased 
of  the  Indians,  59. 

Simcoe,  J.  G.,  letter  from,  (unaddressed 
and  undated,  but  among  the  papers 
of  1796),  247;  letter  from  Francis 
Baby,  117;  letters  from  James  Baby 

46,  353;  letters  from  Phineas  Bond, 
299,  (private)  304,  332;  letters  from 
Hon.  Richard  Cartwright,  221, 
305;  letter  to  Messrs.  Des  Jardins 
and  La  Corne,  107;  letters  from 
Lord  Dorchester,  101,  104,  (No. 27) 
260,  (No.  28)  260,  330,  338,  340; 
letters  from  R.  G.  England,  18,  20, 

47,  48,  95,  96,  (bis)  96,  100,  102, 
127,  166,  167,  219,  244,  274,  275, 
285,  336;  letter  from  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  51;  letter  from  Dr.  T. 
Mervin  Nooth,  261;  letter  from 
Robert  Pilkington,  23;  letters  from 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  39,  170, 
(secret)  174,  185,  255;  letter  from 


INDEX 


395 


Francis  Le  Maistre,  343;  letter  from 
Peter  Russell,  342. 

Simcoe,  J.  G.,  letter  to  Lieut.  Adye,  126; 
letter  to  William  Baker,  116;  letter 
to  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  348; 
letters  to  Joseph  Bunbury,  105, 
(extract)  120;  letters  to  William 
Campbell,  25,  26;  letter  to  Richard 
Cartwright  and  John  Munro,  160; 
letters  to  Lord  Dorchester,  40,  41, 
43,  44,  45,  51,  85,  149,  151,  154, 
163,  175,  (No.  3)  205,  224,  (bis) 
224,  226,  234,  242,  276,  (No.  37) 
276,  (No.  38)  277,  (No.  39)  282, 
(No.  39  bis)  284,  (No.  40)  285, 
(No.  41)  297,  (No.  42)  308,  (No. 
43)  309,  (No.  44)  318,  (No.  47) 
318,  (No.  48)  325,  (No.  49)  326, 
(No.  50)  327,  (No.  51)  327,  (No. 
52)  328;  letters  to  Henry  Dundas, 
1,  (No.  34)  19,  (No.  35)  39,  (No. 
36)  52,  (private)  71,  (No.  37)  72; 
letters  to  R.  G.  England,  (No.  3)  4, 
7,  25,  106,  112,  119,  120,  132,  184; 
letter  to  Lord  Grenville,  (private) 
162;  letters  to  George  Hammond, 
12,  15,  132,  150,  171,  179,  273,  303; 
letters  to  John  King,  165,  273,  298; 
letter  to  Robert  Pilkington,  44; 
letter  to  William  Pitt,  (private) 
153;  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  (No.  1)  141,  (No.  2)  141, 
(No.  3)  144,  (No.  4)  145,  (No.  5) 
147,  (No.  6)  156,  (No.  7)  161, 
(No.  8)  176,  (No.  9)  178,  (No.  10) 
178,  (No.  11)  181,  (No.  12)  230, 
(No.  13)  235,  (No.  14)  238,  (No.  15) 
240,  (No.  16)  264,  (No.  17)  271, 
(No.  18)  300,  (No.  19)  301,  (No. 
20)  303,  309,  (No.  21)  328;  letters 
to  George  Rose,  138,  (No.  13)  152; 
letter  to  Hazelton  Spencer,  47; 
letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  226. 

Simcoe,  Capt.  John,  R.  N.,  (the  Lieut. 
Governor’s  father),  163. 

Simcoe,  Mrs.,  73,  119,  263,  342. 

Sinclair,  General  Arthur,  Governor  of 
the  U.  S.  Northwest  Territory, 
(Ohio)  (also  written  St.  Clair,  q.v.), 
112,  145,  332  and  note ;  the  defeat  of 


his  army,  332;  his  expedition,  75 
76,  148. 

Six  Nations  Indians,  85,  124,  143,  147, 
149,  154,  161,  168,  169,  170,  171, 
175,  179,  182,  218,  225,  231,  232, 
233,  238,  254,  263,  278,  322,  323, 
325,  326,  344;  assistance  demanded 
by  the  Western  Indians  from  the, 
251;  Chiefs  of  the,  102,  135,  136, 
251,  263,  293,  313,  343,  344;  Chiefs 
of  Buffalo  Creek,  85,  168,  172,  175; 
Council,  Niagara,  Feb.  9-10,  1795, 
310;  Councils,  97;  larger  land 
reservation  for,  in  the  United 
States,  than  in  Upper  Canada,  314; 
letter  from  Timothy  Pickering,  339; 
a  party  of,  for  Miamis,  25;  not 
likely  to  comply  with  the  land 
purchase  proposed  by  the  U.  S., 
176;  situation  and  alleged  distress 
of  the,  334,  337;  tract  of  land  upon 
the  Grand  River,  sale  of  20  miles 
of  it  proposed,  314;  war  between 
the  U.  S.  and,  expected,  71. 

Sixteen  Mile  Creek,  203. 

Skeutioghquatigh,  Seneca  chief,  338. 

Sloop  being  built  at  Detroit,  replacing 
the  Felicity,  244,  245,  298,  307. 

Slough,  Capt.,  U.  S.  army,  50. 

Small,  John,  clerk  of  the  Executive 
Council,  U.  C.,  173,  275;  the 
family  of,  342. 

Smith,  Lieut.  Campbell,  U.  S.  federal 
army,  50. 

Smith,  Charles,  Clerk  of  the  Court  at 
Detroit,  46  and  note  5,  112;  killed 
at  Fallen  Timber,  29. 

Smith,  Lieut.  David  William,  acting 
surveyor-general  for  Upper  Canada, 
132,  175,  182,  274,  275,  312;  his 
Gazetteer  of  Upper  Canada,  242 
note,  284  note  3,  285  note,  291 
note  1;  letter  from  Major  Barnes, 
(extract)  50;  letter  from  E.  B. 
Littlehales,  (private)  263;  letter 
to  John  Askin,  345;  letter  to  E.  B. 
Littlehales,  307;  MSS.,  Toronto 
Public  Library,  263. 

Smith,  Ensign  John,  136. 

Smith,  Major  John,  5th  Regt.,  com¬ 
manding  Fort  Niagara,  90,  140, 
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150,  218,  225,  234,  (as  Lieut.  Colo¬ 
nel  after  promotion)  263,  304, 
325,  337;  letters  from  Major  E.  B. 
Littlehales,  6.(2),  49  (3),  87,  174. 

Smith,  Mrs.,  (wife  of  the  preceding 
Major  Smith,  Niagara),  263. 

Smith,  Major,  (Samuel)  Queen’s  Rang- 
gers,  263;  his  land,  Etobicoke,  263. 

Smith,  Capt.  Thomas,  biographical  note, 
129;  184  and  note  1;  letters  to 
Alex.  McKee,  128,  129,  131,  155. 

Smith,  William,  Chief  Justice,  Lower 
Canada,  119. 

Smuggling  of  East  India  goods  and 
British  manufactures,  55. 

Smuggling  furs  into  the  U.  S.  quite 
general,  55;  smuggling  them  below 
Kingston,  56. 

Smyth,  Lieut.,  U.  S.  army,  wounded,  88. 

Snake’s  town,  129. 

Snow,  a  small  square-rigged  sailing 
vessel,  200  and  note. 

Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel,  93,  351,  352;  its  lands  in 
Vermont  confiscated,  352. 

Society  to  encourage  emigration  from 
Scotland  to  the  U.  S.,  273. 

Sodus,  (Harbour),  N.  Y.,  16,  17,  20, 
28,  42,  85,  233,  (see  also  Great 
Sodus  and  Little  Sodus);  the  best 
harbour  on  the  south  side  of  Lake 
Ontario,  56. 

Soldiers’  Barracks  at  Fort  Miamis 
finished,  244. 

Solicitor  General,  178,  250. 

Sophia,  gunboat,  86  and  note. 

South  Bay,  Prince  Edward  County,  203. 

South  Carolina,  (state),  35. 

Southern  Indians,  313. 

Southern  states  (U.  S.),  176,  248;  their 
access  to  the  lakes,  229;  opposed 
to  laying  duties  upon  British  com¬ 
merce,  248. 

South  Sea,  333. 

Spain,  relations  with  Great  Britain,  53, 
54;  rupture  with,  anticipated,  247. 

Spaniards,  trade  proposed  with  the,  in 
the  Louisiana  tract,  53. 

Spanish  America,  British  trade  with 
inhabitants  of,  64. 

Spanish  Armada,  341. 


Spanish  co-operation  with  the  British 
desired,  54. 

Spanish  Government,  53,  54. 

Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana,  329. 

Spanish  interests  on  the  Mississippi,  54. 

Spanish  settlements  down  the  Missis- 
sipi  supplied  through  Mackinac, 

196. 

Spanish  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
54,  64. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  U.  C. , 

111. 

Specie,  26;  advantages  expected  from, 
207 ;  a  quantity  required  for  Upper 
Canada,  in  case  of  war,  152;  re¬ 
quired  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia,  43;  used  in  paying  militia, 
184;  used  for  the  payment  of  sup¬ 
plies,  330. 

Speech  of  a  representative  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  266,  268. 

Speedwell,  sloop,  69. 

Speedy,  government  schooner,  lost  Oct. 
7-8,  1804,  178  note. 

Spencer,  Capt.  Hazelton,  235,  259; 
letter  from  J.  G.  Simcoe,  47. 

Spencer’s  Company,  283. 

Spirits,  pernicious  use  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  and  soldiers,  152. 

Spirituous  liquors,  profitable  sale  of, 
281,  282. 

Stationery  required  for  official  work, 
165. 

Staves,  trade  in,  222. 

Stedman’s  (John),  at  or  near  Fort 
Schlosser,  218. 

Stedman’s  Carrying  Place  (east  side 
Niagara  River),  218. 

Stedman,  Philip,  342  and  note  1,  345. 

Steele,  Capt.  R.,  220;  (See  also  Stiell); 
letter  from  George  Ironside,  294; 
letter  to  George  Ironside,  297; 
letters  to  Alexander  McKee,  185, 
199,  (bis)  199. 

Steuben,  Baron,  239. 

Stevenson,  Major,  240. 

Stiell,  Capt.  R.,  (See  also  Steele),  26, 
78,  95,  106,  125,  127,  128,  131, 

197,  244,  276,  285,  286,  288,  295, 
296. 

Stills,  duty  or  tax  on,  3. 
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Stirling,  M.  W.,  126. 

Stone,  Joel,  biographical  note,  284;  284 
and  note  1,  343. 

Stone,  Mr.,  U.S.  merchant  with  Wayne’s 
army,  116. 

Stoner’s,  Mr.,  203  and  note  2. 

Storehouse  at  Detroit,  127. 

Store-Keeper  General,  307. 

Stormont  county,  178  note,  249,  291 
note  2. 

Strange,  Mr.,  162. 

Street,  Samuel,  154,  299  and  note. 

Stuart,  Rev.  John,  D.D.,  91  and 
note  6,  352;  his  account  of  the  es¬ 
tate  owned  by  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  352. 

Sturgeon  Bay,  224,  227. 

Sturgeon  in  Lake  Huron,  56. 

Stuttgart,  311. 

Subalterns’  Commissions,  Royal  Can¬ 
adian  Corps,  243. 

Sugar  Loaf,  (18  miles  from  Fort  Erie), 
78. 

Sunbury  (on  the  River  Susquehanna), 
233. 

Superintendent  General  of  Indian  Aff¬ 
airs,  53,  62,  63,  240,  241,  242,  254, 
261,  319,  321,  323,  324,  335;  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  commission  of  the,  340, 
341;  to  be  present  at  land  pur¬ 
chases  from  Indians,  104;  should 
reside  in  Upper  Canada,  or  at 
Montreal  as  supervisor  of  Indian 
stores,  63;  the  system  established 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  61;  office 
of,  254,  255. 

Supplies,  great  demands  on,  at  Detroit, 
for  the  Miamis,  149. 

Supplies  of  flour  for  H.  M.  Troops  in 
Upper  Canada,  256,  257,  258. 

Supplies  for  the  troops  in  Upper  Canada, 
260. 

Supreme  Court,  110. 

Supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania,  103 
note. 

Surgeon  at  Detroit,  106,  157. 

Surveyor’s  (Aitken’s)  Report  on  Pene- 
tanguishene  Harbour,  176. 

Surveyor  General’s  Department,  344. 

Surveyor  General’s  Office,  46. 


Surveyors  plotting  all  lands  on  the 
River  St.  Lawrence,  284. 

Surveyor  of  woods,  346. 

Surveys,  new,  282. 

Susquehanna  River,  233. 

Swan,  C.,  U.  S.  army,  291. 

Swan  Creek,  (six  miles  below  the  Mia¬ 
mis  Fort),  8,  23,  51  note  1,  74,  75, 
76,  77,  79,  98,  99,  100,  102,  119, 
125,  128,  129,  131,  132,  147,  149, 

155,  156,  167,  170,  181,  183,  185, 

197,  200,  201,  220,  244,  251,  274, 

275,  276,  285,  287,  288,  290,  293, 

294,  295,  296,  308,  310,  312;  log 
blockhouse  to  be  erected  at,  119, 
125,  149;  establishment  threatened 
by  expedition  of  a  detachment, 
U.  S.  army,  295;  Indian  encamp¬ 
ment  at,  96,  98;  Indians  of,  335, 
336;  supplies  for  them,  336. 

Swan,  schooner,  69. 

Swayze,  Isaac,  342  and  note  2. 

Swiss  minister  at  Quebec,  93. 

Sydney,  Lord,  306. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  165  note. 


Tankerville  packet  lost,  carrying  mails, 
273,  309  note. 

Tarh6,  Wyandot  chief,  Sandusky,  252. 

Tasontoh"  Tesse  or  Taconteh  River, 
B.  C.,  51. 

Tawas,  (Ottawas),  13. 

Tawees  (Tawas),  Indians,  (Ottawas), 
79  and  note  2. 

Tecumseth,  126. 

Temple,  Sir  John,  198. 

Tetebokiah,  Delaware  chief,  291,  336. 

Thames  River,  224;  seat  of  government 
to  be  established  on  the,  approved 
by  H.  M.  ministers,  278. 

Three  Rivers,  93,  284. 

Three  Rivers  Point,  Oswego  River,  N.Y., 
233. 

Tickle,  B.  B.  (Tickell),  73,  74,  77,  78, 
97,  117  and  note,  331. 

Tiffany,  William,  printer  of  the  Upper 
Canada  Gazette,  346;  letter  from 
E.  B.  Littlehales,  346. 

Tithes,  348,  349. 
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Title  deeds  of  land  grants  from  the 
Executive  Council,  U.  C.,  342. 

Tobacco  as  a  circulating  medium  in 
Virginia,  66;  its  cultivation  good 
on  the  Lake  Erie  frontier,  57. 

Tobacock  (see  Etobicoke). 

Tobias,  Willis  N.,  126. 

Todd,  Isaac,  69,  109  and  note;  letter 
from  Richard  Cartwright,  109. 

Todd  &  McGill,  Montreal,  109  note. 

Toniata  or  Toniato  Island,  River  St. 
Lawrence,  284  and  note  3,  344. 

Tonor,  Edward,  deserter  from  Wayne’s 
army,  his  information,  87. 

Toosey,  Rev.  Mr.,  93. 

Toronto,  41,  119,  173  note,  191,  192, 
226.  (See  also  York). 

Toronto  Bay,  24  note  3. 

Toronto  harbour,  the  best  in  the  upper 
part  of  Lake  Ontario,  58. 

Toronto  Public  Library,  D.  W.  Smith 
MSS.,  263. 

Towles,  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Infantry,  50. 

Town  or  Fort  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Detroit  River,  need  for  one,  354. 

Town  officers,  194. 

Trade  and  Foreign  Plantations,  Lords 
commissioners  for,  52. 

Trade  route  from  Montreal  by  the 
Ottawa  River,  178. 

Traders  and  innkeepers  forbidden  to 
sell  rum  to  Indians  at  the  time  of 
Indian  Councils,  254,  255. 

Traders,  calumnies  of,  influencing  the 
Indians,  329. 

Trading  crews  unfit  for  conciliating 
Indians  of  the  Pacific  coast,  69. 

Traineaux,  or  sleighs,  for  winter  use,  227. 

Treasury  Board,  206,  208,  256,  258. 

Treasury  Dept,  orders,  309. 

Treaty  of  1763,  122. 

Treaty  of  1783  (Paris),  27,  28,  54,  82, 
83,  123,  133,  136,  169,  193,  196, 
201,  228,  240,  254,  301,  320,  322, 
323,  347,  350,  352;  alleged  breaches 
of,  31;  violations  and  ratifications 
of  the,  82,  83. 

Treaty  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  11, 
1794,  between  the  U.  S.  and  the 
Six  Nations,  217,  218,  263,  293, 
313,  314,  338,  339,  341,  343,  344; 


ratified  by  President  Washington, 
339,  340. 

Treaty  between  the  U.  S.  and  the  Six 
Nations  Indians  (Canandaigua) 
foreshadowed,  103. 

Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  (1768),  104, 
122,  218,  254. 

Treaty  of  Muskingum,  Jan.  9,  1789, 
218,  252. 

Treaty  of  Sandusky  (abortive),  1793, 
104. 

Treaty  of  Utrecht,  134,  202,  273. 

Treaty  between  Wayne  and  the  Indians, 
preliminary  articles  of,  290. 

Treaty  line,  (boundary  between  U.  S. 
and  Canada),  186,  347;  strictly 
enforced  as  to  Indian  lands  on  the 
completion  of  Jay’s  Treaty,  256. 

Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  108. 

Trent  waterway,  227. 

Trial  by  jury,  Upper  Canada,  194. 

Troops  in  the  Detroit  precincts,  245. 

Troops  collected  at  Fort  Erie,  232. 

Troops  of  Upper  Canada,  233,  239, 
267,  276. 

Trumbull,  Col.,  311  and  note. 

Tunkers,  194;  they  seek  authority  for 
their  ministers  to  solemnize  mar¬ 
riage,  4. 

Tunstall,  Rev.  Mr.,  93. 

Turkey  Island,  129,  131. 

Turkey  Island  Bay,  129. 

Turkey  Point,  142,  182,  221,  255,  304. 

Turner,  David  D.,  Capt.,  U.  S.  2nd 
Sub  Legion,  291. 

Turtle  Island,  7,  20,  22,  26,  45,  73,  74, 
95,  98,  100,  113,  119,  146,  157,  168, 
184,  197,  200,  232,  244. 

Tuscarawas  River,  Ohio,  129. 

Tuscarora  George,  78. 

Twenty  Mile  Creek,  203. 

Tyrone  county,  Ireland,  180. 


U.  E.  Loyalists,  (See  Loyalists). 

United  States  of  America,  87,  323,  324, 
332,  338,  339,  340,  344,  346,  347, 
351,  352;  accusation  against  Great 
Britain  of  having  given  assistance 
to  hostile  Indians,  36,  38;  acrimony 


INDEX 


399 


in  the,  respecting  British  attitude 
toward  the  Indian  war,  188;  agents 
of  the,  326;  attempts  in  the,  to 
frustrate  the  Jay  treaty,  81;  atti¬ 
tude  of  the,  toward  the  Indians, 
stated  by  Secretary  Randolph,  28; 
debt  of  the,  248;  desiring  peace 
with  the  Indians,  to  draw  the  fur 
trade  from  Detroit,  160;  disputes 
with  Great  Britain  perplexing  in 
1793  and  1794,  10;  errors  of  its 
former  settlements,  61 ;  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the,  248,  348;  govern¬ 
ment  in  colonial  times,  194;  in¬ 
spectors  of  flour  in  the,  215;  its 
machinations  and  encroachments 
with  the  Indian  Nations,  63;  people 
of  the,  193;  people  of  the,  governed 
by  the  newspapers,  233;  posts 
aiong  the  boundary  claimed  as 
within  the,  196;  rapid  settlement 
of  French  emigrants  in  the,  328; 
receipt  of  the  barrier  forts  antici¬ 
pated,  271;  resentment  against 
Great  Britain  excited  in  the,  36, 
37;  then  about  to  be  made  more 
responsible  for  Indian  affairs  with 
the  cession  of  the  posts,  322,  333; 
settlers  of  the,  350;  speech  of  the 
Confederate  Indians  to  the,  245; 
State  Papers,  17;  all  trade  with 
the  British  West  Indies  prohibited 
for  thirty  days,  37;  Treaty  of 
Canandaigua,  218,  225;  union  of 
Kentucky  and  Vermont  with  the, 
142. 

U.  S.  Adjutant  General,  116. 

U.  S.  agent  sent  to  the  British  West 
Indies  on  account  of  seizure  of  U.  S. 
vessels  there,  37. 

U.  S.  Army,  10,  11,  12,  74,  75,  76,  78, 
87,  88,  89,  105,  148  note  2,166,  272, 
287,  288;  their  depredations  at  the 
Miamis  Rapids,  170;  ditto,  on  the 
Miamis  River,  197,  331;  expedition 
to  Detroit  projected,  315;  pack- 
horses  in  the,  88;  sickness  in  the, 
88;  shortness  of  provisions  in  the, 
88;  1st  Regiment,  89;  3rd  Regi¬ 
ment,  180;  1st  sub  legion,  160;  4th 
sub  legion,  130. 


U.  S.  army  under  Gen.  Lee,  176. 

U.  S.  armies,  55,  120. 

U.  S.  Artillery,  87. 

U.  S.  Assemblyman  of  Pennsylvania, 
270. 

U.  S.  Auditor,  270. 

U.  S.  Cavalry  reconnoitred  Fort  Miamis, 
232. 

U.  S.  colonies,  54. 

U.  S.  Commissioners  to  the  Six  Nations 
Indian  Council  at  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.,  154,  337. 

U.  S.  commissioners  to  the  Western 
Indians,  (1794),  12,  124,  136,  219, 
313,  327;  “insulting  duplicity”  to 
them  in  Canada,  alleged  by  Pick¬ 
ering,  136. 

U.  S.  Comptroller  General  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  270. 

U.  S.  Congress,  (See  also  Congress  of 
the  U.  S.),  82,  103,  182,  221,  247, 
248,  249,  266,  269,  270,  273;  its 
Act  to  prevent  violation  of  neutral¬ 
ity,  38;  its  circular  letter,  April, 
1787,  to  the  governors  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  states,  recommending  the  re¬ 
peal  of  Acts  repugnant  to  the 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  32. 

U.  S.  congressman,  270. 

U.  S.  deserters,  185. 

U.  S.  emissaries,  292. 

U.  S.  excise  laws,  103. 

U.  S.  Federal  Government,  335;  its 
measures  resisted,  44. 

U.  S.  forces  at  Pittsburg,  251. 

U.  S.  fort,  application  to  build  at 
Sandusky,  a,  276. 

U.  S.  forts,  279. 

U.  S.  forts  in  Ohio,  attack  on  the,  pro¬ 
posed,  251. 

U.  S.  garrison  at  Fort  Wayne,  272. 

U.  S.  garrisons,  271. 

U.  S.  Gazette,  Philadelphia,  202,  203, 
282,  294,  295,  333,  341. 

U.  S.  Harbors  along  the  Atlantic  being 
fortified,  160. 

U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  extra 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  British 
goods  proposed  in  the,  37 ;  rejects 
Madison’s  proposals,  36;  resolu- 
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tions  in,  to  sequester  all  debts  due 
to  British  subjects,  37. 

U.  S.  Indian  traders  then  about  to 
adventure,  with  the  cession  of  the 
posts,  333. 

U.  S.  inhabitants,  British  trade  with,  64. 

U.  S.  interests  in  Indian  traffic  to  be 
superseded,  64. 

U.  S.  interests  in  Kentucky,  54. 

U.  S.  judiciary,  269. 

U.  S.  land  offices,  269. 

U.  S.  Light  Horse,  128. 

U.  S.  live  stock  imported  into  Upper 
Canada,  139. 

U.  S.  losing  trade,  67. 

U.  S.  merchants,  271. 

U.  S.  militia,  87,  88,  108,  128,  130,  165 
note,  180,  182,  221,  268,  269;  horses 
of  the,  88. 

U.  S.  Minister  at  Paris,  (Monroe),  81 
note. 

U.  S.  ministers,  their  promises  to  Mr. 
Hammond  rendered  of  no  advan¬ 
tage  from  their  inaction,  36. 

U.  S.  neutrality  in  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  34,  81. 

U.  S.  neutrality  in  the  Anglo-French 
war  no  protection  of  British  trade 
against  French  insults,  35,  36. 

U.  S.  newspaper,  extract  from  a,  268. 

U.  S.  newspapers,  273,  330;  baneful 
effects  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  298. 

U.  S.  officer  commanding  a  post,  252. 

U.  S.  officers,  166,  288,  350. 

U.  S.  old  forts  being  fortified,  160. 

U.  S.  partiality  to  the  French  in  the 
Anglo-French  war,  34,  36. 

U.  S.  posts,  French  Canadians  familiar 
with  the,  335. 

U.  S.  President,  (See  also  Washington), 
36,  270;  his  proclamation  against 
the  insurgents  in  the  Whiskey 
Rebellion  at  Pittsburgh,  39,  44,45; 
his  proclamation  respecting  the 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  31,  32, 
33. 

U.  S.  Quartermaster  General,  116. 

U.  S.  Register,  270. 

U.  S.  Register  General  and  Treasurer 
of  Pennsylvania,  270. 

U.  S.  relations  with  Great  Britain, 


precis  of  correspondence  relating 
to,  31. 

U.  S.  relations  with  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  53,  54. 

U.  S.  revenue  laws,  and  the  incitement 
of  the  Whiskey  Rebellion,  1794, 

269. 

U.  S.  riflemen,  130. 

U.  S.  Secretary  of  State,  85,  121,  201. 

U.  S.  Secretary  at  War,  270. 

U.  S.  Senate,  263,  340. 

U.  S.  state  governor,  270. 

U.  S.  subjects  on  the  Ohio  and  other 
rivers,  53. 

U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Judge  of  the, 
(federal)  270;  (Pennsylvania  State), 
270;  Associate  Judge  of  the  (fed¬ 
eral)  270;  (Pennsylvania  State), 

270. 

U.  S.  system  of  posts,  328. 

U.  S.  territory,  77. 

U.  S.  trading  houses  to  be  established 
in  the  Indian  country,  328. 

U.  S.  Treasury,  Secretary  of  the,  270. 

U.  S.  vessels,  271. 

U.  S.  Vice-President,  270. 

U.  S.  War  Office,  115. 

U.  S.  western  territories,  351. 

University  for  Upper  Canada,  349,  351. 

University,  establishment  of  one  in  the 
capital  of  the  province,  349. 

Unjigate  or  Peace  River,  51. 

Upper  Canada,  104,  107  and  note,  120, 

243,  260,  264,  266,  271,  273,  276, 

277,  278,  282,  285,  296,  298,  299, 

300,  301,  303,  309,  319,  322,  324, 

328,  332,  348,  351;  for  agriculture, 
is  pronounced  by  farmers  from 
the  United  States  to  be  the  finest 
in  North  America,  227;  artillery 
required  for,  151;  benefited  by 
the  Genesee  settlement,  56;  called 
the  back  posts  in  1783,  193; 

its  climate,  57 ;  its  communica¬ 
tions  both  by  water  and  interior 
roads,  57;  its  communications 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  practicable 
by  the  North  West  Co.  methods 
of  travel,  68;  estimate  for  the 
Civil  Establishment  of,  165;  its 
fisheries  of  no  importance,  com- 
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mercially,  56;  furnishing  the  in¬ 
habitants  of,  with  cash  or  currency 
for  British  manufactures,  the  great 
object  of  government,  65;  general 
description  of,  52,  57;  its  seat  of 
government  should  be  receded  from 
the  U.  S.  border,  61;  its  military 
protection,  61;  its  peninsular  situ¬ 
ation  the  most  striking  advantage 
it  derives  from  nature,  61,  64;  its 
government  an  image  and  tran¬ 
script  of  British  Government  and 
Constitution,  235,  319;  Governor 
of,  passport  from  him  necessary  to 
pass  Oswego,  190;  improvement  in, 
91;  inhabitants  of,  108;  King’s 
purchases  in,  277;  letter  from  a 
gentleman  to  his  friend,  descrip¬ 
tive  of,  (see  John  C.  Ogden),  189; 
its  maritime  power  of  great  pros¬ 
pective  strength  to  Great  Britain, 
57;  the  mart  for  British  manu¬ 
factures,  60;  masts  procurable  in, 
237;  minerals  in,  165;  the  natural 
station  of  the  internal  maritime 
power  of  North  America,  57;  new 
posts  required  in,  to  replace  those 
to  be  evacuated,  186;  Ogden’s 
tour  through,  189;  parts  of,  border¬ 
ing  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  suitable 
for  wheat,  57 ;  its  political  rela¬ 
tions  with  Great  Britain,  66;  pro¬ 
gress  of,  119;  a  refuge  for  the 
loyalists  after  1783,  193;  its  safety, 
69;  schools  and  churches  essential 
for,  350;  its  settlements  expected 
by  some  to  be  formed  on  water 
fronts  as  those  of  Lower  Canada,  57; 
settlers  of  different  habits  from 
those  of  Lower  Canada,  57 ;  ma¬ 
jority  of  settlers  in,  dissenters,  93; 
state  of  religious  instruction  in,  91; 
superior  of  missions  in,  247  note  1; 
traffic  with,  necessary  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Genesee  settlement, 
56;  U.  S.  action  against,  antici¬ 
pated,  251;  victualling  the  army, 
139;  wheat  the  staple  product  of, 
215. 

Upper  Canada  Gazette,  39,  112,  263, 
312,  346. 


Upper  Canada  Government,  319,  324, 
340,  350,  352,  353. 

Upper  Canada  Legislature,  109,  152, 
319,  320. 

Upper  country,  (Detroit,  etc.)  251; 
abuses  in  the,  209,  210,  211,  214. 

Upper  posts,  137,  309;  established  to 
protect  the  fur  trade,  53;  evacuation 
of,  not  carried  out,  33;  Indian 
presents  sent  to  the,  not  to  be  used 
for  land  purchases  without  sanction 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  241, 
254;  to  be  ceded  to  the  U.  S.,  293, 
302;  situated  on  water  fronts,  as 
the  settlements  of  Lower  Canada, 
57;  supplies  of  flour  and  peas  for 
the,  330,  331. 

Ursuline  Convent,  Quebec,  107  note. 


Valkenberg,  Mr.,  89. 

Vandeleur,  Capt.,  174. 

Van  Ransallear,  Capt.,  U.  S.  army,  50; 
wounded,  88. 

Venango,  or  Fort  Franklin,  103. 

Vermont,  142,  174,  233,  247  and  note  4, 
248,  249,  352;  a  formidable  barrier 
of  mountains,  247 ;  predicted  to 
be  a  storehouse  for  smuggling,  248. 

Vermontese  accused  of  encroachment 
on  territory  occupied  by  a  British 
garrison,  38. 

Vermontese  dissatisfied,  174. 

Vessels,  transport,  on  the  lakes,  226. 

Vicar  Apostolic  of  Nova  Scotia,  247 
note  1. 

Vicar  General,  Detroit,  247  note  1. 

Vicar  General  of  Nova  Scotia,  247 
note  1. 

Vicar  General,  Diocese  of  Quebec,  (Rev. 
Father  Edmund  Burke),  246,  247 
note  1. 

Victualling  office,  139,  206,  216,  276, 
309. 

Village  de  Packets,  272.  (See  also 
Picquet’s  village). 

Vincennes,  47  note,  55. 

Virginia,  66,  87,  98  note,  198,  352. 

Virginia  capes,  35. 

Virginia  courts,  their  decisions  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  terms  of  the  Treaty 
of  1783,  33. 
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Virginia,  escheating  British  property, 
81,  101. 

Volunteers,  U.  S.  army,  killed,  50. 


Wabaconoing,  24. 

Wabash  River,  55. 

Wade,  Is.,  Lieut.,  U.  S.  1st  Sub  Legion, 
291. 

Wagon-road  from  Fort  Schlosser  to  Lake 
Erie,  339. 

Walker,  J.,  112. 

Walker,  Mr.,  203. 

Wallace,  Mr.,  203. 

Wampum,  154,  246,  274,  287. 

Wampum  belts,  126,  254,  339. 

Wampum,  white,  252. 

Wapinose,  a  Mississaga,  24. 

War  of  1812,  280  note. 

War  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
34,  118,  160,  161;  breaches  of  U.  S. 
neutrality  in  the,  38;  British  mak¬ 
ing  greater  preparations,  305;  its 
effects  in  England,  222;  French 
successes  reported,  259,  263. 

War  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  expected,  118,  129, 
142,  151,  206,  230,  232,  233,  240, 
278;  the  war  almost  precipitated 
at  the  Miamis  Fort,  99;  the  effects 
it  would  have  on  Upper  Canada, 
41,  112,  119. 

War  between  the  Western  Indians  and 
the  U.  S.,  121,  188,  174,  195,  320, 
332;  its  disadvantages  to  both 
sides  deplored  by  Lord  Grenville, 
188;  efforts  to  bring  about  peace, 
219;  its  termination  hoped  for  by 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  186. 

War  chiefs  at  Sandusky,  252,  274,  275. 

Washington,  George,  President  of  the 
United  States,  17,  18,  65,  79,  80, 
114,  123,  159,  161,  167,  169,  179, 
225,  232,  233,  239,  253,  271,  272, 
317;  letters  from  John  Jay,  81, 
158,  187,  311,  (private)  316;  letter 
to  John  Jay,  16;  his  ratification  of 
Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  made 
Nov.  11,  1794,  263;  his  speech  to 
Congress,  273. 


Washington  Gazette,  160. 

Waterford,  Pa.,  (Fort  Leboeuf),  232 
note. 

Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  U.  S.  army,  5, 
7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  14,  15,  16,  19,  20, 
22,  23,  29,  30,  45,  48,  74,  75,  76.  77, 

78,  88,  89,  96,  98  and  note.  99,  100, 
101,  103,  112,  113,  114,  115,  116, 
118,  119,  124,  128,  129,  130,  145, 
146,  148,  162,164,167,176,180,182, 
199,  204  and  note,  219,  220,  225, 
232,  238,  244,  272,  280,  281,  286, 
287,  288,  289  note,  290,  291,  292, 
296,  297,  298,  303,  304,  310,  315, 
336,  347;  his  anticipated  attack  on 
Fort  Miamis,  231;  his  approach 
to  Miamis  Fort,  40,  50;  his  camp, 
128;  his  conduct  at  Miamis,  179; 
his  correspondence  with  Major 
Campbell,  148  note  2;  depredations 
at  Miamis,  179;  destruction  of 
property  at  the  Miamis,  84;  his 
“eloquence”  commented  upon  by 
Rev.  Father  Burke,  292;  his  im¬ 
prudent  conduct  and  gross  lang¬ 
uage  at  Fort  Miamis,  10;  Indian 
lands  held  by,  not  to  be  given  up, 
296;  his  intention  to  bring  about 
peace  with  the  Indians,  88;  his 
irruption,  138,  145,  148,  149;  his 
line  of  forts,  (posts),  in  Ohio,  9,  149, 
165;  letter  to  the  Western  Indians, 

79,  80,  96;  letter  to  the  Indians  of 
Sandusky,  252,  274;  menaces  of, 
at  Fort  Miamis,  97;  menaces  and 
approach,  230,  231,  232;  message 
to  the  war  chiefs  at  Sandusky,  274 ; 
his  message  calling  an  Indian  Coun¬ 
cil  for  June  15,  1795,  315;  negotia¬ 
tions  between  Indian  chiefs  and, 
275;  his  offer  to  employ  all  the  avail¬ 
able  white  people  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  163;  his  orders,  251;  recalled 
to  Fort  Washington,  44;  his  reply 
to  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  315;  retreat 
of,  21,  23,  25,  29,  39,  40,  44,  45,  75, 
84,  85,  124;  his  scouts,  96;  his 
situation  critical,  347;  his  speech 
to  the  Western  Indians,  79,  105; 
speech  in  answer  to  the  message 
sent  by  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  181; 
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another  speech  to  the  Western 
Indians,  272,  274,  292,328;  speech, 
Indian  delegates  satisfied  with  it, 
281;  his  summons  to  Major  Camp¬ 
bell  in  Fort  Miamis  to  surrender, 
40,  50,  134,  232;  his  threats  of 
approaching  Detroit,  144,  328;  his 
unjustifiable  use  of  Lord  Dorches¬ 
ter’s  letter  to  him,  328. 

Wayne’s  army,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  19, 
22,  38,  39,  40,  48,  50,  84,  87,  88, 
96,  97,  113,  114,  116,  124,  170, 
180,  182,  202,  226,  232,  288,  294, 
310,  344,  347;  depredations  of,  at 
the  Miamis,  145,  149,  251;  flank 
division  of,  100;  its  methods,  9,  11, 
12;  short  of  provisions,  116. 

Weazel,  Mr.  Askin’s  little  schooner, 
69,  197,  200. 

Weld,  Isaac,  his  “Travels  Through  the 
U.  S.  A.  and  Canada,  1795-7,”  9. 

Wells,  Mr.,  U.  S.  army,  160,  166. 

Western  Confederacy  of  Indians,  322, 
325,  326. 

Western  country,  their  access  to  the 
lakes,  229. 

Western  District,  U.  C.,  129  note  1; 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the,  2. 

Western  frontier,  347. 

Western  Indians,  (confederate  nations), 
5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  19,  22,  78,  79,  143, 
182  note,  204,  225,  232,  233,  238, 
251,  278,  296,  297,  303,  313,  322, 
325,  326,  329,  330;  advisability  of 
their  making  peace  with  the  U.  S. 
under  British  mediation,  256;  their 
cool  reception  of  Capt.  Brant  in 
the  Council,  147;  critical  position 
of  the,  145 ;  their  demand  for  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  British  and  the  Six 
Nations,  251;  encamped  near  Fort 
Miamis,  116;  not  incited  against 
the  U.  S.  by  Great  Britain,  158, 
187, 189;  indisposition  of  the  United 
States  to  settle  with  them  under 
British  auspices,  251;  influence  of 
Wayne’s  conduct  at  Fort  Miamis 
upon  them,  10;  letter  from  Gen. 
Anthony  Wayne,  79,80;  messages 
sent  by  them  to  Indians  on  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Missouri  for  a 


refuge,  251;  peace  desirable  for  the, 
under  the  safeguard  of  British  medi¬ 
ation,  301,  304;  reward  to  chiefs 
for  desertion  to  U.  S.  interests,  297 ; 
their  speech  at  Brownstown  to 
Governor  Simcoe,  251;  Brant’s  re¬ 
commendation  for  a  Council  at 
the  Huron  Village,  Brownstown, 
1795,  251;  their  speech  to  Col. 
England,  245;  speech  from  Gen. 
Wayne,  292;  supplied  with  pro¬ 
visions  from  the  Fort  Miamis,  14; 
at  Swan  Creek,  victualling  the, 
102;  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
between  them  and  the  U.  S.,  12; 
their  villages  on  the  Miamis,  etc., 
dtestroyed  by  Wayne,  9;  villages 
and  cornfields  destroyed,  251. 

Western  states  (U.  S.),  248. 

Western  Territory  of  the  U.  S.  (now 
Ohio  state),  124. 

West  India  Islands,  U.  S.  trade  with 
the,  83. 

West  India  judges,  332. 

West  India  merchants, memorial  of  the, 
305. 

West  Indian  garrisons,  138. 

West  India  possessions,  supply  of,  pro¬ 
vided  for,  67. 

West  India  privateers,  332. 

West  India  trade,  316;  the  U.  S.  to 
participate  in  the,  305. 

West  India  trade  of  the  United  States, 
247. 

West  Indies,  121,  166,  301. 

West  Lake,  Prince  Edward  County,  203. 

Westminster  Hall,  111. 

Wharf  at  York,  266. 

Wheat,  flour,  etc.,  total  amounts  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Midland  District  in 
1794,  223. 

Wheat  the  staple  product  of  Upper 
Canada,  65,  215. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  128. 

Whiskey  rebellion  at  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
44,  103  and  note,  266,  268  and 
note,  311. 

White,  John,  Attorney  General,  46  and 
note  2,  73  and  note  1,  250,  312,  313. 

White,  Mr.,  (of  Pennsylvania),  268. 
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White  Elk,  (Col.  McKee),  315  and  note 
4. 

White  Eyes,  George,  Delaware  Indian, 
80,  289  and  note. 

Whitehall,  (in  London,  Eng.),  39,  141, 
170,  174,  179,  185,  255,  343. 

White  pines,  reserved  to  the  Crown, 
312,  313. 

White  River,  Miamis  country,  13,  128, 
282,  295. 

Whitestown  (Mohawk  River),  N.Y., 

55. 

Wickham,  Capt.,  89. 

Wilkins,  Gen.,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 
71. 

Wilkinson,  Gen.  James,  167,  184,  199, 
225. 

Wilkinson,  Richard,  249,  250. 

William  Henry,  (Church  of  England 
parish),  Lower  Canada,  93. 
Williams,  — ,  70  and  note  2. 

Williams,  Isaac,  jr.,  128,  181,  182,  219, 
220,  244,  315  and  note  3,  336; 
letter  from  Adam  Brown,  204; 
letter  to  Adam  Brown,  183;  letter 
to  Rev.  Edmund  Burke,  289. 
Williamsburg  College,  352. 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  47  note. 

Williamson,  Charles,  16,  17,  18,  20,  27, 

56,  85,  133,  202. 

William  Tell,  British  brigantine,  cap¬ 
tured  by  a  French  cruiser  in  U.  S. 
waters,  35. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  196. 

Wilson’s,  Mr.,  (Scarboro),  203. 

Willson,  Robert,  interpreter,  80,  131, 
281 

Wimbledon,  38. 

Wisconsin  River  (Ouisconsing),  53,  54. 
Wolf,  Makujai  chief,  discontented,  289. 
Wolfe  Island,  240. 

Women’s  Canadian  Historical  Society 
of  Toronto,  Transactions,  30. 
Woolwich,  Eng.,  151. 

Wyandot  warrior,  a  young,  252. 


Wyandots,  8,  13,  128,  182,  183  and  note 
1,  221,  252,  262. 

Wyandots  from  Sandusky,  315. 
Wyandot  (Huron)  village,  (Browns- 
town),  121,  251. 


Yonge,  Sir  George,  Secretary  at  War, 
207. 

Yonge  Street,  24  note  3,  179,  192  and 
note  2;  to  be  finished  to  Holland 
River  in  1794,  58,  60;  seventy  fam¬ 
ilies  settling  chiefly  upon  it,  226; 
wagons  procurable  along,  for  the 
North  West  trade,  227. 

Yonge  (township),  284  note  3. 

York  (Toronto),  24,  41,  42,  55,  58,  59, 
60,  92,  107,  119,  142,  144,  151,  175, 
176,  179,  184,  191,  192,  203,  223, 
224,  225,  226,  227,  236,  243,  249, 
255,  263,  278,  325,  326,  334;  com¬ 
munication  to  Niagara  almost  un¬ 
interrupted  in  spring,  42;  destined 
to  be  the  naval  arsenal  of  Ontario, 
41;  the  erection  of  a  wharf  at,  266; 
its  harbour  adapted  for  a  naval 
arsenal,  58;  mill  at,  263;  its  preser¬ 
vation  guaranteed  by  its  distance 
from  the  border,  41;  protected  by 
Indian  allies  of  the  British,  and 
the  military  forces  of  the  Niagara 
district,  41. 

York  (county)  militia,  29. 

York  currency,  194,  226. 

York,  Duke  of,  89. 

York,  packet,  69  note,  70. 

York,  schooner,  69  and  note,  70. 

Young,  Lieut.  John.  136. 

Young,  Stephen,  80. 

Ypres,  89. 


Zeans,  Isaac,  181,  220,  315. 
Zeans’  camp,  220. 

Zion,  Bishop  of,  247  note  1. 
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